A\
A

&

]
3
3

K
W

%
L)

| '
]

e d ———

e

B

"-‘l-h.‘-“
¥
[y

menls
to the

. (onstitution

of the .

L

STATE OF
MINNESOTA

Submitted by the
Legislature at Its
General Session,
1915, Together
With a Statement

- of the '

PURPOSES

AND EFFECTS,

repared by Hon.
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Addressed io -
Julius A. Schmahl
Secretary of State

—

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GEN.
ERAL, 8T, PAUL.
April 7, 1916,

{Honorable Julias A, Schmahl,
Secretary of State,
. Capitol.

DEAR.SIR: Pursuant to your Tres
quest and in accordance with the pro-
wvislons of Section 46, Statutes 1912, I
herawith hand you statement of the
purposes and effect of all amendmenta
to the Constitution proposed by tha
fegislature of 1915 and to hLe submit-
ted to the electors at the next general
slection; such statement also shows tha
reading of the existing sections and
the way the same will read if the
amendments are adopted.

Yours truly,
LYNDON A. SMITH,
Attorney General.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 1.

L apter 379, Laws 1915, the legis-
3335'&0%1-%1)03&6 for adoption by tha
electors, an amendment of Section Two
(2) of Article Eight of the Constitu-
gion, by adding to said Section Two a
new px,ragra.ph.

Section Two ms it mow stanmds reands
as follows:

. “SCHOOL AND SWAMP

L%&S%HOOL FUNDS FROM SalLd

T roceeds of such lands as ara
25. hgrlragftt)er may be granted by tha

tes for the use of schoo!s
Iwr?tll?l?g 2:1%!1 township in this st_t;\r.g
uil

shall remain a

gerpatual school
tn the state; an

not more than one-

* +hird of said lands may be sold in two

odh one-third In flve years, and one-
'.';h?rld“ in ten years; but the lands of
4the greatest valuation shall he =n1q
firat: Provided, that no portion of said
1ands gnall be sold otherwise. then -t
puble sale. The princinal of all fnnds

, grising from ,ales or other dispasition
fana

s or other propertv, granted dr

of : r
TuS this state in each town
:ll‘}. ::g :su-entlonll purposes, shall

lurever: be yr' ul l.nvlolato and ua
|duminiahed; the . incume arisin
trom the leass or sale of sald schuu
Sehen (it WTRULTL it il
8 throughout the stat
in proportion R: &e number of leho?:

ot five and twenty-one yeaurs; and shuil
be faithtully applied to the specilic
vbjects of the original grants or ap-
blupriations. Suitable laws shall be
ciacted by the legislature for the sale
hivestinent of the principal of all funus
wiich have heretofore wrisen or whici
may hercafter arise from the sale o
other disposition of such lands, or the
lncome from such lands accruing In
any way btefore the sale or disposition
thereof in Interest-bearing bonds of
ihe United States, or of the State of
!\-l_innesom issued after the year 1860,
or of such other state as the legisla-
ture may by law from time to time di-
rect, . swamp lands now held by
the state, or that may hereafter accrua
to the state, shall be appralsed and
sold in the same manner and by the
snme officers, and the minimum price
shall be the same less one-third, as is
provided by law for the appraisement
und sale of the school lands under the
provisions of title one of chapter
thirty-eight of the General Statutes.
The principal of all funds derived
from sales of swamp lands as afore-
gqid shall forever be preserved invio-
lJate and undiminished. One-half of
the proceeds of sald principal shall be
appropriated to the common school
fund of the state; the remaining one-
half shall be appropriated to the edu-
cational and charitable institutions of
the state In the relative ratio of cost
to support said Institutions.”

The paragraph which it is proposed
to add to sald Bection Two reads nx
followa:

“A revolving fund of not over
two hundred fifty thousand dol-
lars ($260,000) may be set apart
from the fund derived from the
sale of school and swamp lands,
to be used in constructing road
ditches and fire breaks in, lihrq:n.u;h
and around unsold school and
Swamp lands and In clearing such
lands, such fund_to be replenished
as long as needed from the en-
hanced value realized from the sale

benefited.”

of such lands so

Under Section Two as It now stand:
the proeeeds of the sale of school and
swamp lands comstitute the principal
of a trust fund, the income of which
i3 used for the support of the schools
educational and charitable institutions
of the state. Section Two as it now
astands provides that the principal of
such fund "shall forever be preserved
lnviolate and undiminished.”

THE EFFECT eof the proposed
rmendment, If adopted, will be to mod-
i{y the provisiom Ilast quoted to tha
extent of permitting the legislature 1d
set aside mot to exceed $2350,000 of tha
principal of the trust fund as a reveoly-
i»g fund to be used for the purposes
stated In the d t d

pLop

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 2.

By Chapter 380, Laws 1915, the legis-
Jature proposed for adoption by tha
electors, an amendment of Section Six
(6), of Article Eight (8) of the Con-"
stitution.

Section Six as It now atands reands
vs followas:

“Section 6. INVESTMENT OF
SCHOOL FUNDS — The permanent
school and university fund of this state
inay Dbe invested in the bonds of any
county, school district, city, town or
village of this state, but no such in-
vestment shall be made until approved
by the board of commigesioners desig-
nated by law to regulate the invest-
ment of the permanent school fund and
the permanent university fund of tiis
state; nor shall such loan or invest.
ment be made when the bonds to be
issied or purchased would make th¢
entire bonded indebtedness excced fif-
teen per cent of the assessed valuation
of the taxable real property of ti:
county, school distriet, city, town ot
villige issuing such bonds; nor shal!
Euch lgans or indebtedness be made al
o .ower rate of Interest than three per
cent per annum, nor for a shorter pe-
ricd than flve years, nor for a longel
period than twenty years, and nc
change of the town, school distriet
city, village or of county lines shall
relieve the real property in such town,
echool district, county, wlllage or city
in this state at the time of the issuing
of such bonds from any liability fo1
taxation to pay such bonds.”

If the proposed amendment is adopt-
ed it will then reand as follows:

“The permanent school and uni-
versity fund of this state may be
invested in the bonds of any coun-
ty, school district, ecity, town or
villags of this state, and in first
mortgage loans secured upon im-
proved and cultivated farin lands
of this state. But no such invest-
ment or lecan shall be made until
aPproverl by the board of commis-
Eloners designated by law to regu-
late the investment of the perma-
nent school fund and the perma-
nent university fund of this state;
nor shall such loan or investment
be made whan the bonds to be is-
sued or purchased would make the
entire btonded indebtedness exceed
15 per cent of the assessed valua-
tion of the taxable property of the
county, school district, city, town
or village issulng such bonds; nor
shall any farm loan, or investment
be made when such investment or
loan would exceed 30 per cent of
the actual cash value of the farm
land mortgage to secure said in-
vestment; nor shall such invest-
ments or loans be made at a low-
er rate of interest than 2 per cent
{)er annum, nor for a shorter period
han five years, nor for a longer
period than thirty years, and no
change of the town, school dis-
trict, city, village or of county
lines shall relleve the real prop-
erty in such town, school district,
county, village or city in this state
at the time of issuing of such
bonds from any liability for taxa-
tion to pay such bonds.”

THE PURPOSE of the amendment is
lo authorize the Investment of the per=
manent school and unlversity funds in
*first mortzage loans secured upon im-
proved and cultivated farm lands
where the amount of the loans mo se-
cureid does mnot exceed 30 per cent of
the value of the land morigaged.

THE EFFECT of the adoption of the
proposed n d t will be to permit
the legislature to authorize the in-
vestment of the permanent school and
university funds in farm mortgages as
nbove stated, as well as In the bLonds
of any county, school distriet, ecity,
town or village of this state. Under
Scction Sixins it now reads bonds can-
ot be nurzluuell unless they mature
at Jeast five snd not more than twenty
yuars after purchase, If the amend-
r cal Is adopted, bonds and mortgnzes
L .y be purchused iIf they mature not
Iv .+ tkan five nor more than thirty
jeurs after purchase.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 3.

By Chapter 381, Laws 1315, the legis-
Izture proposed for adofvllan by the
elcctors, an amendment of Article ¥Mine
(' of the Constitution by adiing
*' “reto a new section, which reads as
VILWES

“Cention 17. The legisiatnre s
herehr anthorized to pravide hy
inw for the mining and sale of any
fron ore or other minerals whirh
the state owns, In its sovereien ca-
racitvy. and as trustee for the peo-
n'~ of the state, which are situate
under the waters or bed of anv
meandered publle lake or - river,
and for that purpose mav nrovida
for the drainage of any such. lakae
or river, or the diversion of_ the
wators therecof to a maw hed nr

channel, orovided. howaver. that
the vestad riparian rights of pri=

ars in each township, between the ages |

L eral

e

Vala persons of odrporations owa-

aud adjolning such lakes
shull not be destroyed or damaged
without thelr consent, unl .
peunsition ‘therefor ve Wil
 paid or secured. The principal o
il funds arising from tne sdie ui
such 1run ure, Or other Iniuera:s,
suwal Lorever be préserved iuviu-
lawe alld undiminished, but the iu-
cuiue therefrom be 'used for
e construction, lmprovement
wud naintenance of the public
rtuuds of the state. The principal

of such funds shall be loaned or
invesied in the same manner, by
tlie sume officers and upon the

B.lne terms as is, or from time to
time hereafter may be authorized
by the constitution and laws, for
the loaning or investment of tie
permanent school unlversity
funds of the state.”

TIHE PURPOSE of the proposcd
amendment cannot be more cleuriy
stated than is expressed thereln.

THE EFFECT of the amendment, it

adopied, would be to confer power on
the legisiature to provide by law for

the mining of iron ore and other min-

eraly, which the state owns In lis sov=
erelgn capacity and situate under the
bed of any meandered public luke or
river, subjeet to the restriction that
the rights of riparian owners om any
such lake or river, shall mot be de=
stroyed or injured without compensa~
tion, If the legisiature exercises the
power, in vane it Is conferred, it could
nise provide for the dralnage or di-
version of the waters of the lake or
river with peference.to which it se
leislates; It Id also preseribe by
whem such minerals could be mimed
and the compensation teo be pald to tha
wiate therefor. The proceeds of the
sale of any such minerals would con-
stitute a fund to be loamed and Invent-
ed the snme as the permanent school
and university funds, the Imcome ol
sach fund to be used im the comstruc-
tion, improvement and maintennance of
publie roads,

PROI'OSED AMENDMENT NO. 4

By Chapter 382, Laws 1915, the legis.
lature proposed an amendment to Se. -
tion Two (2) of Article Six of the Cou,

atitution.

Sald Section 3 now reads as follows!

“Section 2. SUPREME COURT-—
The supreme court shall consist ol
vne chlef justice and two associate jus-
tices, but the number of associate jus-
tices may be increased to a number
not exceading four, by the legisiature,
by a two-thirds vote, when it shall b«
decemed necessary. It shall have orig-
inal jurisdietion in such remedidl case:
as may be greacribed by law and ap-

ellate ‘iur!s letion in all cases, both i
aw_and equity, but there shall be n-
trial by "jury in sald court. It sghall
hold one or more terms in each yen:,
s the legislature- may direct, at th:
seat of government, and the legislatur .
may provide, b{' a two-thirds wvot.,
that one term In each year shall
held in each or any judicial district. 1.
ehall be the duty of such court to ap-
point a reporter of 'its decisions. Ther:
ghall be chosen, by the qualified -ler-
tors of the state, one clerk of the su-

court, or a majority of them, shall huvs
the Jpower to fill any vacancy in t!:.
office” of clerk of the supreme conu:!
until an election can be regularly had’

If the proposed amendment is adopt.
ed the seciion will then read ns 1i...
iswas

“Ssction 2. The supreme court
shall consist of one chief justice
and six associate justices. Iive
shall constitute a quorum, and the
concurrence of at least four shall
be necessary to a decision. It
shall have original Jurisdiction in
such remedial cases as may be pre-
scribed by law, and appellate juriz-
Ziction in all cases, both in law and
equity, but there shall be no trial
by jury in said court. It shall hold
one or more terms In each year,
as the legislatura may direct, at
the seat of government, and the
legizlature may provide, by a two-
thirds vote, that one term in each
year shall be held in each or any
Judicial district. It shall be the
duty of such court to appoint a re-
porter of its decisions and a clerk
of the supreme court.”

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Su-

preme Court as now constituted con-
aists of a chief justice and four asso-

ciate justices, The clerk of sald courl
is now elected. If the amendment iz
cdopted, two associate .Ilutlc;',es will be
ndded to the court and the clerk will
be appointed by the court instead of
being elected by the voters.

PRROFOSED AMENDMENT NO. B.

By Chapter 383, Laws 1915, the legis-
lature proposed for adoption by tha
electors, an amendment of Section
Eleven (11) of Article Four (4) of the
Constitution.

Sald section mow reads as follows:

“Section 11. APPROVAL OF BILLS
BY GOVERNOR — VETO POWER—
Every bill which shall have passed tha
senate and house of representatives, in
conformity to the rules of each housa
and the joint rules of the two houses,
shall, before it becomes a law, be pre-
sented to the governor of the state. If
he approves he shall sign and deposit
it in the office of the secretary of stata
for preservation, and notify the hou:a
where it originated of the fact.. But
if not, he shall return it with his oi:-
ections, to the house in which it sha:l
ave originated; when such objections
£aall ‘be entered at large on the jour-
nal of the same, and the house sh.'l
proceed to reconsider the bill 1L,
after such reconsideration, two-thirds
of that house shall agree to pass the
bill, it shall be sent, together with tha
objections, to the other house, by which
it shall likewise be reconsidered; and
it it be approved by two-thirds of that
house it shall become a law.: But in
all such cases the votes of both housezs
£hall be determined by yeas and navs,
and the names of the geraons votin:z

for or against the bill shall be entercl
on the journal of each house respec-
tively. If any bill shall not be ri-

turned by the governor witnin thre:
cays (Sundays excepted) after It sha.i
have been presented to. him, the sama
shall be a law in Ilke manner as il
ke had signed it, unless the legislatur.:
by adjournment within that time, |
vents its return; in which case it sh
not be a law. The governor may
rrove, sign and file in the office of
secretary of state, within three

titer the adjournment of ‘the leg
ture, any act passed during the ;
three days of the session, and the s=m:
Ehall become a law, f any bill pre-
s nted to the governor contains se.-
items of appropriation of mone
L+ 7may object to one or more of su: .1
ftems, while approving of the othe-
poertion of the bill. In such case, ha
Ehnll append to the bill, at the tims
of signing it, a statement of the Iten:s
{1 which he objects, and the appropiia-
tion s2 objected to shall not take ei=-
1:ct. If the leglslature be in sessian,
he shall transmit to the house in whi
tihe hill originated a copy of such stat- =
ment, and the items objected to sha!
ha genarately reconsidered. If, on re-
ronsideration, one nr more nf snch
items be approved by two-ihirds of ths
members elected to each house, the
t"me ghall he a part af the law. not-
withstanding the objections of the gov-
s nor. All the provisions of this seec-
tian. in relation to bills not approved
b tha gavernor, shall snplv in cares
= which he shall withhold his approval
f-em nnv item or items contalned in &
L.l appropriating money.”

It i proposed to amena that section
“0 that it shall rend as follows:

“Section 11. Every blll which ,

_ #hall, have passed the senate and
bouse of represvutatives, in cou-
Iormity to tue vuies of eacn house
uud twe jJoinl ruies of the Lwo
Luusey, Shus, beture it becunes a
luw, presented to the guveluor
ul the suite. If he approves he
snau siyn and 'deposit it in the
Ciic® UL e secretary of state for
bicosel'vauon, and notifty tiie house
wueiw L oliginated of the tact.
Lul 1 nol, le suall return it, with
lus  ubjoctions, to the house in
wulch 4L snaill nave origiunated;
Wuen such ovjectivns shall be en=
Lered wi large oun tne journal of
the saine, and the house snail pro-
ceed Lo reconsider tne  bill, 1L,
alter such recounsideration, two-
thirds of that house shall agree to
pass the bill, it shall be sent, to-
gether with the objections, to the
other house, by which it shall ¥Yke-
wise be reconsidered; and if it be

" approved by two-thirds. of that
house it shall become a law. But
in all such cases the votes of both
houses shall be determined by
veas and nays, and the names of
the qjcraon! voting for or agalnst
the Dbill shall be entered on the
ournal of each house respective=
¥. If any bill shall not be re-
turned by the governor within
three dayvs (Sundays excepted
after it shall have been present.
to him, the same shall be a law in
like manner as if he had signed
it, unless the legislature by ad-
Journment within that time, pre-
vent its return; in which case it
shall not be a law. The governor
may approve, sign and file in the
office of the secretary of state,
within three days after the ad-
Journment of the legislature, any
act passed during the last three
days of the session, and the same
shall become a law. If any bill
presented to the governor contains
several items of appropriation of
money, he may object to one er
more of such {tems in whole or In
part, while approving of the other

ortion of the bill. In such case
@ shall append to the bill, at the
time of signing 1t, a statement of
the items and parts of items to
which he objects, and the part of
any appropriation . so objected to
shall not take effect. If the legls-
lature be in session, he shall trans-
mit to the house in which the bill
originated a copy of such state-
ment, and the items objected to in
whole or in part shall be separate-
ly reconsidered. If, on reconsid-
eration, one or more of such items
be approved by two-thirds of the
members elected to each house,
the same shall be & part of the
law, notwithstanding the objec-
tlons of the governor. All the
?millohﬂ of this section, in rela-
fon to bills not apProved by the
governor, shall upi) ﬁ' in cases in
which he ghall withhold his ap-
proval in whole or in part from
m{ item or items contained i a
bHl appropriating money.”

PURPOSE AND FEFFECT: Under
the Constitution as 1t now is, the Eovy
ernor may veto any item im an appro«
priation blil, but he eannot eut down
the amount appropriated for any ape«
eific purp The d t, If adopts

reduce the amount of an appropriation
for any given purpose, unless upon
transmitial to the legislature of a
statement of the part of an item of an
appropriation bill to which he objects,
the two houses, each by & two-thirds
Lrnu-. approve the ltem as it was origin.
ally passed.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 6.

By Chapter 384, Laws 1915, the legls-
lature proposed an amendment of Sec-
tion Thirteen (12) of Article One (1)
of the Constitution.

The section as It mow stands reads
an follows:

“Section 13. PRIVATE PROPERTY
FOR PUBLIC USE — Private propert}
'shall not be taken, destroyved or dam-
aged for public use, without just com-
‘pensation therefor first pald or se-
cured.”
|

If the amendment is ndopted the mec-
tion will read as follows:

J “Section 13. Private property
shall not be taken, destroyved or
damaged for public use, without
just compensation therefor first
pald cor secured, and such private
'property may be taken, destroved
or damaged for the purpose of pri-
vate as well as public drainage
upon just compensation therefor
being first paid or secured.”

THE TPURPOSE of the proposed
amendment is to permit the taking of
private lands for the purpose of drain-
age purposes where the draimn or ditch
will be of no public benefit, but on the
contrary will only benefit the land ox
Innds of tl:e person or persons cone«
struciing the draincge ditch,

~PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 7.

By Chapter 385, Laws 1915, the legis-
lature proposed for adoption by the
electors, an amendment of Section One
t(l?t.i of Article Four (4) of the Constis

on.,

Section One am® it now stands, reads
as follows:

“Section 1. TWO HOUSES — SES-
SIONS — The legisluture snall consist
of the senate and house of representa=
tives, which shall meet biennially at
the seat of government of the state,
&t such time as shall be l;?rescﬂ!:n-nl by
law, but no session shall exceed the
term of ninety legislative days, and no
new bill shall be introduced in either
branch except on the written request
of the governor, during the last twene=
ty days of such session, except the ate
tention of the legislature shall b
called to some Important matter o

eneral Interest by a special message
rom the governor.”

If the =a d t Is adopted

¥ »

section will then read as follows:

Bec. 1. TWO HOUSES—SES-
BIONS. — The legislature shall
consist of the senate and house of
representatives, which shall meet
biennially at the seat of govern-
ment of the state, at such time as
#hall be prescribed by law, but no
session ehall excz2ed the term of
ninety (%9) legislative days, and
no bill shall be Introduced in either
branch, except on the written ree
quest of the governor, during the
last twenty daye of such sesslon,
except the atten.on of the legis-
lature shall be called to some im-
portant matter of general inter-
est by a epeeial miessage from the
governor; but the people reserve
%u themselves direct power as fol-
owWSs:

the

(a) CONSTITUTIONAL INITIA-
TIVE.—When at any time prior to
the commencement of any segsion
of the legislature, there shall have
been filed with the secretary of
state a petition proposing an
amendment to the constitution,
signed by two pe:s centum of the
electors of the state, the secretary
of state shall transmit the
same to the legislature nct later
than ten (10) dayvs after the com-
mencement of the session. If the
amendment so proposed be not sub-
mitted to the electors by the legis-
lature at such session, or if it be
submitted 'in an amended form,
then, upon a further petition or
petitions, each sigmned by eight per
esntum of the elactors of the atate,
filled with the recretary of state
within six months after the ad-
journment of the legislature, the
amendment proposed In the firat

etition. or one or more amended
'orms thereof, shall be submitted
ta the alectors for their approval
oF rejection at the next reneral or
specla]l state-wide election occur-

“rlng not less than ninety days
after the filing of any such fu

r=

ther petition. Any amendment
sed by Ialtlltl‘o patition

Bl orixinal ‘o In ‘an_smended

. gonstitution, if approve
‘Jurily 'uf the electors voting at

ed, will give the governmor power te|

forn, submitted to the electors Wy
the leyisiature or by a further m-
Luon, shall become a part of the
by a ma-

such election, or by four-sevenths
of the electors voting on the pro-
osed amendment; .provided, not
ess than three-sevenths of the
electors voting at said election
voted for the proposed amenament.
This section shall be construed as
& means in additlon to secuon i,
Articie 14, of the state counsiiu=-
tion, tor amending the sami..

(b) STATUTORY INITIATIVH,
—When at any time priur to the
commencement of any session of
the legislature there shall have
been filed with the gecretary of
state, a petition proposing .a law,
signed by two per centum of the
electors of the state, the secretary
of state shall transmit the same
to the leglslature not later than
ten, (10) days after the commence-
ment of the session. If the law
80 iproposed. be not passed by the
legislature at such session, or it
it be passed In an amende
then upon a further petition or
petitions, each signed by six per
centum of the electors of the state,
filed with the secretary of state
within six months after the ad-
iuurnment of the legislature, the
aw proposed In the first petition
or one or more amended forms
thereof, shall be submitted to the
¢lectors at the next general or spe-
cial state-wide election, occurring
not less than ninety days after the
filing of any such further petition
or petitions, and if ap{aroved by a
majority of the electors voting
thereon, provided the vote in favor
of the proposed law be not less
tham thirty-three per centmm of
the total number of votes cust at
such electiom, the same shall be-
come & law and go Into effect
thirty days after such election, and
shall supersede any amended form
of such law which may have  been
passed by the islature. No law
passed by the Initlative petition
and approved by the electors shall
be subject to the veto of the govs
ernor. The authority of the peth
to enact laws, as provided In this
subdivision, shall extend only to
laws authorized by the provisions
of the constitution.

(¢) THE REFERENDUM. — If
within ninety days after the final
adjournment of any session of the
l\?gulatun. a referendum petition,
slgned by six per centum of the
electors of the state, shall be flled
with the secretary of state against
any law or ;nr part of a law,
passed by the legislature at such
session, such law, or such part of
a law &hdll be submitted to the
electors at the next general or
special state-wide election, occur-
ring not less than ninety days after
the filing of sald petition. If a
majority of the votes cast thereon
be in the negative, provided much
negative vote be mot less than
thirty-thyee per centum of the to-
tal number of votes cast at such
electlion, such law or such part of
a law shall thereby be repealed.
Provided, that If a referendum pe-
tition is signed by fifteen per cen=-
tum _of the electors of the state,
the law, or part of a law, against
which such tition 1s filled shall
be suspended pending the refer- ;
endum vote thereon. E‘mﬂd«l the |
snme shall equal 33 per cent of the |
votes at such election,

form,

Any law providing for a tax levy
or appropriating money for the
current expenses of the state gov-
ernment or state institutions, any
act of the legislature submitting
a constitutional amendment o‘
other question to the electors o
the state, or any emergency law
necessary for the immedlate pres=
ervation of the public peace,
health, or safety, shall go Into ef-
fect immediately upon {ts pasugg
and approval by the governor, an
such laws, except emergency iaws,
ghall not be subject to a referen-
du— vote. All other laws shall go
into effect ninety days after the
adjournment of the legislature. A
bill pfoposing an emergency law
shall contain a preamble briefly
setting forth the facta constitut-
ing the emergency. A separn‘a
vote shall be taken upon the gm-
amble of such bill by a call of wne
¥eas and nays, and if the pream-
ble he adopted by a two-thirds vote
of all the members of each house,
it shall be an emergency law.

(d} GENERAL PROVISIONS.—
All petitions provided for in this
section shall contain a title indi-
cating the subject and purposs of
the proposed law or.constitutioncl
amendment, or the law, or part of
a law to be referred, and if a
change is proposed in an existing
constitutional provision or statute,
in addition to referring to tha
same, it shall state the gener:l
cffect of the proposed chanze and
also the full text of the proposed
law or amendment to the constitu-
tion, or of the law or part cf a
law, to be referred. Any Iinitia-
tive or referendum petition may be
signed in separate parts but each
part shall conform to the provi-
sions herein contained. AIll peti-
tions shall be signed and verified
before a person authorized to ad-
minister an oath, and shall be in

,LSuch form that a person signing a

petition thereby states under oath,
the date of his signature, hiz resi-
dence, that he is a qualified elec-
tor, that he has not previously
signed any t;]:art of such petition,
and that he has signed the petition
with knowledge of the contents
thereof. To each part of such pe-
tition shall be attached the affi-
davit of the person before whom
the same was signed, which affi-
davit shall contain a statement of
the nufmber of signers thereon,
that each of the signatures at-
tached to such part was made in
the presence of the afflant, that
to_the best of his knowledge and
belief each signature is the gen-
uine slgnature of the person whosa
name it purports to be, that he be-
lieves the ?ersons who have signed
such petition to be electors, that
they signed such petition with
knowledge of the contents thereof,
and that each person signed the
same on the date stated oppnsite
his name. The circulation of the
etition ?rovlded for herein, or
Fhe prohibition of the circulation
thereof, may be regulated by law,
and in case the circulation of any
petition is prohibited by law, the
percentage of slgners required cn
any petition provided for in this
section shall be one-half of the
percentage specified in subdivi-
sions a, b and ¢ of this section.

The percentage in any casc shall
be based upon the total nuuiber of
votes cast for governor at thn_ next
preceding election. All petitions
provided for in this section shali
contain the signature of- not less
than cne-half of the designated
ercentage of the electors iu not
ess than one-fourth of the coun-
ties of the state. In initictinzT a
law or constitutional amendment,
electors who have signed the first
ehall be qualified to sign the sec-
onud petition.

The sufficieney of all petitions
shall be decided by the secretary
of state subject to review by the
court. If the secretary of state
decides that any petition is insui-
ficient, he shall permit a re=son-
able time for making correctione
or for filing additional signatures.
In' the event of legal procecdings
in court to prevent giving efifect to
any such petition on account of
insufficiency, or any other =round,
the burden of proof shall be upon
the person attacking the petition.
No law or amendiment to the con-
stitution initiated and approved bv
the electors as Herein provided,
ghall be held unconstitutional or
vold 'on account of the insufficien~y
of any initiative petition; nor shall
the repeal of any law submitted
Y%y referendum petition be held in-
valid «for such insufficiency.

AT ln!tlatlva laws and consti-
tutional amendments shall be so
smbmitted to tNe. electors as to
narmit an affirmative or negative
vate on each measure submit-
ted. contlicting proposed Iaws

or conflicting mea amends=
ments_ to the tution be
Broved ‘at 'tae “same, slection, Hhe_

-

" one’ recelving the- est numbes
of am ‘v’omnl_l prevail
as to conflicting provisions

The, style of all legislative mens~
ures and amendments to the coa-
stitution initiated I')g the pecopie
under this section all be: “ue
it enacted by the People of the
Etate of Minnesota.”

The provisions of this sec.tion
may be enforced by appropr.ite
legislation, but until such legisla-
tion has been enacted, this section
shall be self executing.

THE PURPOSE AND EFFECT eof
this amendment, if adopted, will le
three-fold.

(m) It will permit the voters to proe
pose amendmenty_fo the staie constitu=
tom, for adoptiom, without action by
the legislature. Under the constitution
mx it now stands constitutional amend-

‘mentis eun be propesed only by the leg-

lslature.
(b) So, too, iIf adopted, the end
t will p it eleet te prop

lzwas for enaciment and if mot enncted
by the legisiatures, the voters may by
sufficlent petitiom, require the question
of the ennctment of the proposed law
to be submitted to the voters, If ap-
proved by a majority of the electors
voting, thereom, provided the vote im
favor' of the proposed law is not less
than thirty-three per eeant of the total
aumhbher of votes east at such election,
fhe same becomes a law with the same
force and effect as though passed by
the legisiature. The govermor will
bave no power te veto & law so passed,
but the people eamnot so pass any law
which is prohibited by the cone
ptitution.
| (e) So tee, If adopted, the d
t will permit the ters by propen
petition to require A vote on the gues-
tlon .fwhethqclﬂml-w er pari
thereof, of certailn classes of laws,
pansed by the legislmiure shall be ree
pealed, If the petition asking for tbe
referendum is signed by fifteen pes
ceat of the veters of the state, the nume
ber of whom is te be determined by
tiie number of vetes east for Governoa
at the preceding election, the law ss
referred to the votéra Will not take
effect pending the referendum vote
thereon. The vote required to repeal n
law passed by the legislature and the
classes of laws which cannot he xo
repenled are specified in Subdivision
#C” of the . d d t ag

rroyp
L]

above printed.
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PRNOPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 8

- By Chapter 386, Laws 1915, the leglse
Inture proposed for adoption by the
electors an_amendment of Section T,
Article 6, of the eonstitution.

The section mow reads as follovws:

“Section T. PROBATE COURTS—
There shall be esatablished in euacii ore
ganized county in the state a probate
court, which .shall be .a court of recs
ord, and be held at such times and

laces as may be prescribed by law.

t shall be held by one judge, wha
shall be elected by the voters of tig
county for the term of two years. Ha
ghall be a resident of such county =i
the time of his election, and resicdsg
therein during his continuance in o
fice; and his comﬁmntlon shall he
pravided by law. e may appoint hir
own clerk where none has been elor:.
ed; but the "legislature may authorize
the election, by the electors of any
county, of one clerk of register of pro-
bate for such county, whose powers
duties, term of office and compensaticrn
shall be prescribed by law. A probata
court shall have jurisdiction over tha
esiates of deceased persons and pers
sons under guardianship, but no othes
urisdiction, except as prescrited by

is constitution.

The amendment simply proposss te
substitute the word “four” for the
word “two” mso that the mentence pres
scribing the duration of the term of
oflice will, if the amendment is adopt.
eid, read as followa:

It shall be held by one judge,
who shall be elected by the voters
of the county for the term of four
years,”

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The
ancendment, if adopted will make the
term of office of the Judge of Proba
four years instead of two. ‘1

#

(VOTE “YES”

On Amendment Ko. Eight---Save
Expense to Taxpayers. -

Changes Term of Judge of Probate
From Two to. Four Years to
Conform to Term of All
Other County Officers.

The judge of probate is now the
only county officer elected for two
years. The constitution of the state
of Minnesota fixes the term of the
judge of probate at two years. The
legislature has no authority to change
the term of this important office. The
legislature has -changed the terms of
all of the county officers from two to
four years and is pcwerless to change
the term of the judge of probate be-
cause that term is fixed by the con-
stitution. Consequently the legisla-
ture has proposed this amendment to
be submitted to the voters of Minne-
sota, and it is necessary to pass this
amendment in order to make the term
of this office the same as the other
county officers. The passage of this
amendment will save expense to the
taxpafers of the county. What sense
is there in electing one officer in the
county every two years when the oth-
ers are elected for a term of four
years? All the voters who believe in
direct legislation by the people should
vote upon this amendment. Those
who do not vote on the amendment
are counted as voting against it.

Mr. Voter, vote fer Amendment No.
8, and vote “Yes” to show you believe
in economy and uniformity of laws.
Be sure and call for the pink ballot
and you will find this amendment, No:
8, the last on the ballot:

EIGHTH— |

Amendment to Section-

seven (7), article six (G)_Yasl X

of the constitution of the

state of Minneséta, pro- —
viding for extension of the
_term of‘office of the judge No
of orobate to four years.
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