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_̂  April 7, 1916. 
V ^Honorable Julius A. Schmahl, 

Secretary of State, 
Capitol. 

DEAR SIR: Pursuant to your re« 
-quest and in accordance with tne pro­
vis ions of Section 46, Statutes 1913 I 
herewith hand you statement of tl e 
jmrposes and effect of all a-nendmenta 
to the Constitution proposed bv t' a 
legislature of 1915 and to re s b nit-
ted to the electors at the ne ct gmeral 
••lection, such statement also sro vs, the 
reading: of the existing sections â  d 
the way the same will read if ti a 
amendments are adopted 

Yours truly, 
LYNDON A SVITH 

Attorney General. 

.£?.»££!.£!• J****** inviolate and u«. 
f,«™ V^*, ' * n 4 **• income arising 
\l?J? i f??n l e a i , # J?r •»*• o f sal<* school 
is"™.'!1™1 bA distributed to the dli ' 
in nrnnV 0 ^* h i P g throughout the State, 
in proportion To the number of schol­
ar* in each township, between the agea 
VI " i * ^ 1 " 1 twenty-one ye«"8. and shaii 
be faithfully applied to the speciiu 
uujecia of the original grants or ap-
piopiiations Suitable laws shall b« 
enacted by the legislature for the saU 
investment of the piincipal of all funua 
which have heretoroie uiiiaen or whicu 
mav heicafter arise from the sale oi 
other disposition of such lands, or the 
income from such lands accruing in 
any way before the sale or disposition 
toeieof *n interest-bearing- bonds ol 
ibe Lnited States, or of the State ol 
Minnesota issued after the year I860, 
ot of such other state as the legisla­
ting ma> by law from time to time di-
Jei t \ n swamp lands now held by 
ine state or that may hereafter accrue t o , the state, shall be appraised and 
sold in the same manner and by the 
same officers, and the minimum price 
shall be the same less one-third, as la 
provided bv law for the appraisement 
and s i l e of the school lands under the 
ptovisions of title one of chapter 
thnt j -e ight of the General Statutes 
The principal of all funds derived 
from sales of swamp lands as afore-
Baid shall forever be preserved invio­
late and undiminished One-half of 
the pioceeds of said principal shall be 
appropriated to the common school 
fund of the state: the remaining one-
half shall be appropriated to the edu­
cational and charitable institutions of 
the state in the relative ratio of cost 
to suppoi t said Institutions " 

The paragraph which It la proposed 
to add to said Section Two reads ai 
follows t 

"A revolving fund of not over 
two hundred fifty thousand dol­
lars ($250,000) may be set apart 
from the fund derived from the 
sale of school and swamp lands. 
to be used in constructing roads, 
ditches and Are breaks in, through 
and around unsold school and 
swamp lands and in clearing such 
lands, such fund to be replenished 
as long as needed from the en­
hanced value realized from the sale 
of such lands so benefited" 

Under Section Two as It now stand' 
the proeeeds of the sale of school ana 
swamp lands constitute the principal 
pf a trust fund, the inoome of which 
Is used for the support of the schools 
educational and charitable institution: 
of the state Section Two as it now 
stands provides that the principal ol 
such fund "shall forever be preserved 
Inviolate and Undiminished" 

THE EFFECT of the proposed 
i n cadment, If adopted, will be to mod­
ify the provision last quoted to th« 
extent of permitting; the legislature to 
set aside not to exceed 9250,000 of th« 
principal of the trust fund as a revolv-

Jug fund to be used for the purpose* 
stated In the amendment proposed. 

«_^ PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 1. 
"* By Chapter 379, Laws 1915 the leg>s-

Jatuie proposed for adoption by tba 
^electors, an amendment of bection Two 
<2) of Article Eight of the Constitu­
tion, by adding to said Section Two a 
new paragraph 

Section Two as It now stands r saris 
MH f o l l O W S t 

Section 2 "SCHOOL. AND SWAMP 
•LANDS—SCHOOL. FUNDS FROM S^L3 
JnF The proceeds of such lands as ara 
«r hereafter may be granted by tl 9 
United States for the use of schools 
•within each township in this state 
jmall remain a perpetual school tu. d 
*t> the state and not more than on«-

•* •bird of said lands may be sold in two 
n JrSaro, one-third In five years, and one-

**rfhlrd In ten years; but the lands of 
/JwTthe greatest valuation shn.il b* ^ M 

# fir^t* Provided, that no portion of «-aid 
' Innrtfl snail be sold othprwi«e th*n - • 

«i*blte sale The prinolr.*! of »H fun** 
r w *Hs!ng from sales or other disposition 

* A* lands or other propertv, granted or 
intrusted to this state in 'each town-
thlft for educational purposes. shall 

PROPOSED AMBNDBIENT NO. 2. 

BV Chapter 380, Laws 1915, the le^is-
n t u i e pioposed for adoption by tho 
electors, an amendment of Section S.N 
(b), of Article Eight (8) of the Con-* 
feutution 

Section Six a s It now stands reads 
i s follows: 

'Section 6 I N V E S T M E N T OF 
S C H O O L FUNDS — The permanent 
school and university fund of this state 
may be invested in the bonds of any 
county, school district, city, town or 
village of this state, but no such in­
vestment shall be made urii l approved 
bv the board of commissioners desig­
nated by law to regulate tne invest-
l lent of the permanent school fund and 
the permanent university fund of t.n« 
state, nor shall such loan or invest-
mert be made when the bonds to be 
issi ed or purchased would make th« 
mtire bonded indebtedness exceed fif 
teen per cent of the assessed valuation 
of the taxable real propeity of tl 
coi i ty , school district, city, town oi 
\ i l l i & e issuing such bonds nor shal 
each 'sans or indebtedness be made ai 
a lower rate of interest than three per 
t i n t per annum, nor for a shoiter pe 
nod than five years, nor for a longei 
pei od than twenty years, and nc 
cl inge of the town, school district 
citj village or of county lines shall 
lelieve the real property in such town, 
school district, county, village or city 
ii this state at the time of the issuing 
of such bonds from any liability foi 
taxation to pay such bonds" 

If the proposed amendment i s adopt, 
ed it Mill then read as follows: 

"The permanent school and unl-
versitv fund of this state may be 
invested in the bonds of any coun-
t>, scl.ool district, citj town or 
villag--^ of this state, and in fir&t 
moitgage loans secured upon lm-
piovect and cultivated far n lands 
of this state But no such invest­
ment or loan shall be made until 
approved by the board of commis­
sioners designated by law to regu­
late tne investment of the perma­
nent school fund and the perma­
nent univeisity fund of this state, 
nor shall such loan or investment 
be made wl»?n the bonds to be is­
sued oi purchased would make the 
entire bonded indebtedness exceed 
15 per cent cf the assessed valua­
tion of the taxable property of the 
county, school district, city town 
or village issuing such bonds; nor 
shall any farm loan, or investment 
be made when such investment or 
loan w ould exceed 30 per cent of 
the actual cash value of the farm 
land mortgage to secure said in­
vestment, nor shall such invest­
ments or loans be made at a low­
er rate of interest than 3 per cent 
per annum, nor for a shorter period 
than five years, nor for a longer 
period than thirty years, and no 
change of the town, school dis­
trict, city vil lage or of county 
lines shall relieve the real prop­
erty in s ich town, school district, 
county village or citv in this state 
at the time of issuing of such 
bonds from any liability for taxa­
tion to pay such bonds" 

THE PURPOSE of the amendment is 
to authorize the investment of the per­
manent school and university funds in 
*Mrst mortgage loans secured upon im­
proved and cultivated farm lands 
where the amount of the loans so se ­
cured docs not exceed 30 per cent of 
the value of the land mortgaged. 

THE EFFECT of the adoption of the 
proposed amendment will be to permit 
the legislature to authorize the in­
vestment of the permanent school and 
UKiver&ity funds in (arm mortgages as 
it^ove stated, as well as In the bonds 
of any county, school district, cit\, 
town or village ol this state. Under 
Section Sixxas it now reads bonds can-
i.ot be purchased unless they mature 
i t least five and not more than tvventv 
j ic* after purchase. If the umcml-
r t it i s adopted, bonds and mortgages 
I. ^ be purchased if they mature not 
I than five nor more than thirty 
f^usa after purchase. 

u u i persons or corporations own­
ing laud adjoining sucn lakes 
shall not be destroyed or damaged 
mahout their consent, unless com­
pensation therefor shall tie uiot 
p<i.id oi secuied. The principal of 
. a funds arising from tne HAIQ ui. 
touch non oie, or other iniuviam, 
tonsil ioiever be preserved luviu-
Utti ana undiminished, but the in­
come tneiefiom shall ne used for 
me construction, improvement 
and maintenance of the public 
muds ot the state. The principal 
of such funds shall be loaned or 
nn ested in the same manner, b\ 
ili.. sume officers and upon the 
w m e terms as is, or from time to 
nine hereafter may be authorized 
by the constitution and laws, lor 
the loaning or investment of tl'e 
peimanent school and unlveisuy 
funds of the state." 

VME PUItPOSE Of tho pfbpnsod 
amendment cannot be more clearly 
stated than is expressed therein. 

THE EFFECT of the amendment, If 
adouleil, would bo to confer power on 
the legislature to provide by law for 
the mining of Iron ore and other mln-
rrals, which the state owns In Its sov­
ereign capacity and situate under the 
bed of any meandered public lake or, 
rfver, subject to the restriction that 
the rights of riparian owners on any 
such lake or river, shall not he de­
stroyed or injured wlthoat compensa­
tion, i f the legislature exercises tha 
power, In case It Is conferred. It could 
also provide for the drainage or di­
version of the waters of the lake o* 
river with reference, to which It so 
legislates t It could also prescribe by 
whom such minerals could he mined 
and the compensation to bo paid to the 
*tat* therefor. The proeeeds of the 
fcnle of any such minerals woald con­
stitute a fuad to be loaned aad Invest­
ed the same as the permanent school 
and university funds, the Income of 
sneh fund to be ased la the construc­
tion. Improvement aad malateaaace oi 
public roads. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 4. 

By Chapter 382, LAWS 1915, the legis , 
lature proposed an amendment to Set 
tion Two (2) of Article Six of the Coi , 
etitution. 

Said Section a now reads as follows) 

"Section 2. SUPREME C O U R T -
The supreme court shall consist ol 
one chief justice and two associate jus 
tices, but the number of associate jus­
tices may be increased to a numbe-
not exceeding four, by the legislatuie 
bv a two-thirds vote, when it shall b<= 
deemed necessary. It shall have o n a 
inal jurisdiction in such remedial case 
as may be prescribed by law and ap 
pellate jurisdiction in all cases, both i i 
law and equity, but there shall be n 
trial bv jury In said court It sha 1 
hold one or more terms in each y e t 
as the legislature may direct, at th 
seat of government, and the legislatui 
n a y piovide, by a two-thirds vot. 
that one term in each year shall I 
held in each or any judicial district. IK 
Fhall be the duty of such court to ap 
point a reporter of its decisions Tr-or 
shall be chosen, by the qualified ->lê  
tors of the state, one clerk of the *>u 
preme court, who shall hold his ofhc 
for the term of four years, and U T ' 
his successor is duly elected and qua 
fled, and the judges of the suprt. 
court, or a majority of them, shall ha\ 
the ^ovver to fill any vacancy in t' 
office of clerk of the supreme con < 
until an election can be regularly h id 

If the proposed amendment is ndojn 
ed the section wil l then read a^ i~ 
l»w»i 

"Action 2. The supreme court 
shall consist of one chief jubti e 
and six associate justices I i \ e 
shi l l constitute a quorum, and tne 
concurience of at least four 3hall 
be necessary to a decision It 
shall have original jurisdiction in 
such remedial cases as may be pre­
set ibed by law, and appellate juris­
diction in all cases, both in law and 
equity but there shall be no tna l 
by jury in said court It shall hold 
one or more terms in each year, 
as the legislature may direct, at 
the seat of government, and the 
legislature may provide by a tv/o-
thuds vote, that one term m each 
year shall be held in each or any 
judicial district It shall be the 
duty of such court to appoint a re-
poiter of its decisions and a clerk 
of the supreme court" 

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Su­
preme Court as now constituted con. 
feists of a chief justice and four asso­
ciate justices. The clerk of said court 
is now elected. If the amendment 1* 
adopted, two associate justices wil l be 
added to the court and the clerk will 
be appointed by the court Instead of 
being elected by the voters. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 8. 

Ej Chapter 381, Laws 1915, the legls-
f - u i e pioposed for adoption by the 
ti LLOIS an amendment of Article >'ine 
( > of the Constitution by ado ng 

I i'-to a new section, which reads as 
H O W S , 

' " ^ t i o n 17 The legislative Is 
rereb authorized to provide by 
l iw for the mining and s i l e of anv 
f'on o-e. or other minerals which 
th»> state owns, In its sovereign ca-
pinit^ a n d as trustee for the peo-
p1" of the state, which are situate 
unfler the waters or bed of snv 
m^ndered public lake or rlv"* 
f>nr{ for that purpose mav nrovirt* 
for *np dialnaee o* any suph l*»v» 
or river or the diversion of th«> 
v n ^ r s thereof to a n»w bed or 
channel nrovided however ths»t 
the vestad riparian rights of pri-

*bmJL&$&>foiM 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. S. 

By Chapter 383, Laws 1915, the legis­
lature proposed for adoption by tha 
electors, an amendment of Section 
Eleven (11) of Article Four (4) of the 
Constitution. 

Said section now reads a s fol lows: 

'Section 11 APPROVAL OF BILL9 
BY GOVERNOR — VETO POWER— 
Every bill which shall have passed th<i 
senate and house of representatives, in 
conformity to the rules of each housa 
and the joint rules of the two house j, 
shall, before it becomes a law, be pre­
sented to the governor of the state If 
he approves he shall sign and deposit 
it in the office of the secretary of s taU 
for presei vation, and notify the hou~a 
where it originated of the fact. B t 
if not, he shall return It wrth his o -
jections, to the house in which it sha I 
rave originated; when such objections 
£ lall be entered at large on the jour­
nal of the same, and the house sh 1 
proceed to reconsider the bill If, 
after such reconsideration, two-thircj 
of that house shall agree to pass tha 
bill it shall be sent together with tha 
objections to the other house, by which 
it shall likewise be reconsudered, and 
if it be approved by two-thirds of that 
house it shall become a law But n 
all such cases the votes of both hou^ej 
shall be determined by yeas and na\s , 
and the names of the persons voti -j 
for or against the bill shall be enteiv,! 
on the journal of each house respec­
tively If any bill shall not be re­
turned by the governor w ltnin thr-*> 
t ys (Sundays excepted) aftei it sv i i 
have been presented td him, the san °> 
shall be a law in like manner as ii 
hs had signed it, unless the legislatui , 
by adjournment within that time, i »v 
vents its return, in which case it sh I 
not be a law The governoi may a 
r-ove, sign and file in the office of "i 
*-«cretary of state, within three d~ a 
i tei tl e adiournment of the legi-, 
t"re, any act passed during the 1 n 
three days of the session, and tho s.~ni 
shall become a law If any bill p-e-
s I ted to the governor contains so -
(• T1 items of appropriation of mono 
h- may object to one or more of su i 
i tens , while approving of the otin 
portion of the bill In such case h^ 
f n l l append to the bill, at the time 
Ox. signing it, a statement of the Jte a 

i which he objects, and the appro) ii i-
i on so objected to shall not take e -
1 ct If the legislature be in session 
he shall transmit to the house In win l 
t le hill originated a copy of such stat' -
ment, ?nd the items objected to sha1 

l>o conn,*tely reconsidered If, on re-
r or side ation, one or more of v-irh 
It^ms b» approved by two-thirds of tli3 
Timbers elected to each house the 
•"•^e Bh?11 be a part of the law not-
v 'thstandmg the oblections of the go^-
* "or All the prov'sfons of this sec-
*'on in relation to bills not approved 
v +>,„ srovernor, shsli s.r>nlir i n Cfl»=«s 
'" which hp shall withhold his approval 
' f-m i n v Item or Items contained In a 
' a appropriating money" 

It is proposed to amend that seetten 
«o that It shall read as follows: 

"Section l l ._ Every bill ^h ieh .. 

shall have passed the senate and 
house of representatives, in con­
formity to tne xuies of eacn house 
tuiu me joint tuiee of the two 
iiuuhcq, siiuu, before it become* a 
lu.w, ov picbented to the go vol nor 
oi the bidte. i f he appioves he 
fenau bi0a and deposit it in the 
Oiiiu) ot Liie secietaiy of state for 
i " w t i > a nun. and notify the house 
Elicit* u originated of the fact. 
•L-iU ii. nut, ne snail return it, with 
hio objections, to tne house in 
Uiiicn IL snail nave oi initiated, 
Uieii such objections shall oe en-
leied UL la ige on tne journal of 
tne same, and the hoube snail p io-
cecd to icconsider tne bill If, 
altei such reconsideration, two-
thnds of that house shall agree to 
pats the bill, it shall be sent, to­
gether with the objections, to the 
other house, by which it shall l ike­
wise be leconsidered! and if it be 
approved by two-thirds of that 
house it shall become a law. But 
in all such cases the votes of both 
houses shall be determined by 
yeas and nays, and the names of 
* t e Pe r , s o n 8 voting for or against 
the bill shall be entered on the 
j o u m i i of each house respective­
ly If any bill shall not be re- ' 
turned by the governor within 
three days (Sundays excepted) 
" t e r it shall have been presented 
to him, the same shall be a law in 
like manner as if he had signed 
it, unless the legislature by ad­
journment within that time, pre­
vent its return; in which case it 
shall not be a law. The governor 
may approve, sign and file in the 
office of the secretary of state, 
within three days after the ad­
journment of the legislature, any 
act passed during the last three 
days of the session, and the same 
shall become a law. If any bill 
presented to the governor contains 
several items of appropriation of 
money, he may object to one or 
more of such items in whole or In 
part, while approving of the other 
portion of the bill. In such case 
he shall append to the bill, at the 
time of signing It, a statement of 
the Items and parts of items to 
which he objects, and the part of 
any appropriation so objected to 
shall not take effect. If the legis­
lature be in session, he shall trans­
mit to the house in which the bill 
originated a copy of such state­
ment, and the items objected to in 
whole or in part shall be separate­
ly reconsidered. If, on reconsid­
eration, one or more of euch items 
be appioved by two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house, 
the same shall be a part of tho 
law, notwithstanding the objec­
tions of the governor. All tho 
provisions of this section, In rela­
tion to billB not approved by the 
governor, shall apply in cases In 
Which he shall withhold his ap­
proval in whole or in part from 
any item or items contained ta a 
bill appropriating money" 

PURPOSE AND EFFECTt Under 
the Constitution as If now Is, the govt 
•rnor may -veto any Item in nn appro* 
priatlon bill, but he cannot eut down 
the amount appropriated for any spe-
olflc purpose. The amendment, If adopt* 
ed, will give the governor power te 
reduce the amount of nn appropriation 
for any given purpose, unless upon 
transmittal to the legislature of a 
statement of the port of an Item of an 
appropriation bill to which he objects, 
.the two houses, each by a two-thirds 
•vote, approve the item as It waa origin, 
al ly passed. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. ft. 

By Chapter 384, Laws 1915, the^legis-
lature proposed an amendment of Sec-
jt'on Thirteen (13) of Article One (1) 
of the Constitution. j 

The section as It now stands readi 
a s follows: 

_ "Section 13 PRIVATE PROPERTY 
FOR PUBLIC USE — Private propertv 
shall not be taken, destroyed or dam­
aged for public use, without just com 
pensation therefor fiisf paid or se­
cured " 

' If the amendment Is adopted the sec­
tion will read as follows: 

"Section 13 Private property 
ehall rot be taken, destroyed or 
damaged for public use, without 
just compensation therefor first 
paid or secured, and such private 
property mav be taken, destroyed 
or damaged for the purpose of pri­
vate as well as public drainage 
upon just compensation therefor 
being first paid or secured." 

THE PURPOSE of the proposed 
amendment is to permit the taking ol 
private lands for the purpose of drain­
age purposes where the drain or ditch 
will be of no public benefit, but on tha 
contrary will only benefit the land oi 
lands of the person or persons con* 
structing the draincge ditch. 

'^PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. T. 

By Cnaoter 385, Laws 1915, the legis­
lature proposed for adoption by the 
electors, an amendment of Section One 
(IT of Article Foui (4) of the Consti­
tution. 

Section One a s It now stands, reads 
as follows: 

"Section 1 TWO HOUSES — SES­
SIONS — The legislature snail consist 
of the senate and house of representa­
tives, which shall meet biennially at 
the seat of government of the state, 
at such time as shall be prescribed by 
law, but no session shall exceed the 
term of ninety legislative days, and no 
new bill shall be introduced in either 
branch except on the wntten request 
of the governor, during the last twen­
ty days of such session, except the at* 
tention of the legislature shall be 
called to some important matter of 
general interest by a special message 
from the governor" 

If the amendment Is adopted, tha 
section will then read as follows: 

Sec 1 TWOV HOUSES—SES­
SIONS — The legislature shall 
consist of the senate and house of 
representatives which shall meet 
biennially at the seat of govern­
ment of the state at such time as 
shall be prescribed by law, but no 
session shall exceed the term of 
ninety (M) legislative days, and 
no b^ll snail b« introduced in either 
branch, except on the wntten re­
quest of the governor during the 
last twenty da\« of such session, 
except the attention of the legis­
lature shall be called to some im­
portant matter of general inter­
est bv a special n essage from the 
governor, but the people reserve 
to tnemselves direct power as fol­
lows 

(a) CONSTITUTIONAL INITIA­
TIVE—When at any time prior to 
the commencement of anv session 
of the leerislatuie there shall have 
been filed with the secretary of 
state a petition proposing an 
amendment to the constitution, 
signed by two pei- centum of the 
electors of the state, the secretary 
of state shall transmit the 
same to the legislature not later 
than ten (10) davs after the com­
mencement of the session If the 
amendment so proposed be not sub­
mitted to the electors by the legis­
lature at such session, or if it be 
submitted in an amended form, 
then upon a further petition or 
petitions each «ip-«ed by eight per 
centam of thp electors of the state, 
filed with the Fecietary of state 
within six months afte* the ad<-
Journment of the legislature the 
amendment proposed In the first 
petition or one or more amended 
forms thereof shall be submitted 
to the ^lectors for their approval 
or rejection at the next eeneral or 
special state-wide election occur­
ring not less than nlnetv days 
after the filing of any such fur­
ther petition Any amendment 
Sroposed by Initiative petition and. 

t Uf original or in an amended 

Corn), submitted to tho elector* hy 
tut) legislature or by a further pe­
tition, shall become a part of the . 
constitution, if approved by a ma-
jo iny of the electors voting at 
sucn election, or by four-sevenths 
of the electors voting on the pro­
posed amendment, provided, not 
less than three-sevenths of the 
electors voting at said election 
voted for the proposed amendment 
This section snail be construed as 
a means in addition to section i, 
Article 14, of the state constitu­
tion, lui amending the same 

(b) STATUTORY INITIATIVE 
—When at any time prior to the 
commencement of any session of 
the legislature there shall have 
been filed with the secretary of 
state, a petition proposing a law, 
signed by two per centum of the 
electors of the state, the secietar.v 
of state shall transmit the bame 
to the legislature not later than 
ten^(10) days after the commence­
ment of the session. If the law 
so proposed be not passed by the 
legislature at such session, or if 
it be passed in an amended form, 
then upon a further petition or 
petitions, each signed by six per 
centum of the electors of the state, 
filed with the secretary of state 
within six months after the ad­
journment of the legislature, the 
law proposed In the first petition 
or one or more amended form3 
thereof, shall be submitted to the 
electors at the next general or spe­
cial state-wide election, occurring 
not less than ninety days after the 
filing of any such further petition 
or petitions, and if approved bv a 
majority of the electors votins? 
thereon, provided the vote In favor 
of the proposed law be not less 
than thirty-three per centnm of 
the total number of votes csst at 
such election, the same shall be­
come a law and go into effect 
thirty days after such election, and 
shall supersede any amended form 
of such law which may have been 
passed by the legislature. No law 
passed by the initiative petition 
and approved by the electors shall 
be subject to the veto of the gov­
ernor The authority of the people 
to enact laws, as provided in this 
subdivision, shall extend only to 
laws authorised by the provisions 
of the constitution. 

(cX THE REFERENDUM — If 
within ninety days after the final 
adjournment of any session of the 
legislature, a referendum petition, 
signed by six per centum of the 
electors of the state, shall be filed 
with the secretary of state against 
any law or any part oof a law, 
passed by the legislature at such 
session, such law, or such part of 
a law shall be submitted to the 
electors at the next general or 
special state-wide election, occur­
ring not less than ninety days after 
the filing of said petition. If a 
majority of the votes cast thereon 
be in the negative, provided such 
negative vote be not less than 
thirty-three per centum of the to ­
tal number of votes cast at such 
election, such law or such part of 
a law shall thereby be repealed. 
Pro\ ided, that if a referendum pe­
tition is signed by fifteen per cen­
tum of the electors of the state, 
the law, or part of a law, against 
which such petition Is filed shall 
be suspended pending the refer­
endum vote thereon. Provided the 
same shall equal 33 per cent of the 1 
votes at such election. 

Any law providing for a tax levy 
or appropriating money for the 
current expenses of the state gov­
ernment or state Institutions, any 
act of the legislature submitting 
a constitutional amendment or 
other question to the electors of 
the state, or any emergency law 
necessary for the immediate pres­
ervation of the public peace, 
health, or safety, shall go into ef­
fect immediately upon its passage 
and aporoval by the governor, and 
such laws, except emergency laws, 
shall not be subject to a refeien-
du -i vote. All other laws shall go 
into effect ninety days after the 
adjournment of the legislature A 
bill proposing an emergencv law 
ehall contain a preamble briefly 
setting forth the facts constitut­
ing the emergency A separ" a 
vote shall be taken upon the «•*>-
amble of such bill by a call of tne 
yeas and nays, and if the pream­
ble be adopted by a two-thirds vote 
of all the members of each house, 
it shall be an emergency law 

(d) GENERAL PROVISIONS — 
All petitions provided for m t'us 
section shall contain a title mil -
eating the subject and purpose of 
tre proposed law or constitut on-1 
amendment, or the law, or p<j.~t of 
a law to be referred, and if a 
change is proposed in an e x i s t i ^ 
constitutional provision or stat~ e, 
in addition to referring to t1 

same it shall state the feenei i 
effect of the proposed change ar d 
also the full text of the p oposea 
law or amendment to the constitu­
tion, or of the law or pait of a 
law, to be referred Any initia­
tive or referendum petition mav be 
sig-ncd m separate parts but each 
pait shall conform to the provi­
sions herein contained All peti­
tions shall be signed and veriftrd 
before a person authorized to ad­
minister an oath, and shall be in 
.sucn form that a person s'?nmg a 
petition thereby states under oath, 
the date of his signature lvs resi­
dence that he is a q u a k e d elec­
tor, that he has not previously 
signed any part of such petition, 
and that he has signed the petition 
with knowledge of the contents 
thereof To each part of such pe­
tition shall be attached the affi­
davit of the person before whom 
the same was signed, which affi­
davit shall contain a statement of 
the number of signers the-eon, 
that each of the signatures at­
tached to such part was made in 
the presence of the affiant that 
to the viest of his knowledge and 
belief each signature is the gen­
uine signature of the person wnosa 
name it purports to be, that he be­
lieves the persons who have signed 
such petition to be electors, that 
they signed such petition with 
knowledge of the contents thereof, 
and that each person signed the 
same on the date stated opposite 
his name The circulation of the 
petition provided for herein, or 
the prohibition of the circulation 
thereof, may be regulated "by law, 
and in case the circulation of anv 
petition is prohibited by law the 
percentage of signers required ^n 
anv petition provided for in th s 
eection shall be one-half of the 
percentage specified in subdivi­
sions a, b and c of this section. 

The percentage in anv ca"» shall 
he based upon the to* il nu iber cf 
votes cast foi governor at tho next 
preceding election All petitions 
provided for in this section shall 
c ntain the signature of not le^s 
than one-half of the designated 
percentage of the electors i< not 
less than one-fourth of the co in-
ties of the state In initi ti ^ a 
law or constitutional amei ('me it, 
electois who have signed the mst 
shall be qualified to sign tno sec­
ond petition 

The sufficiency of all petitions 
shall be decided by the seeietary 
of state subject to reviev by the 
court If the secretary of state 
decides that any petition is insuf­
ficient he shall permit a r*5-3-on-
able time for making coirccftiona 
or for filing additional si=rr> itur*s 
In tbe event of legal proce din"-? 
in court to prevent giving effect to 
anv such petition on account of 
Insufficiency, or any other mound 
the burden of proof shall be eptm 
the person attacking the pet t on 
No law or amendment to the con­
stitution initiated and approved bv 
the electors as herein provided 
shall be held unconstitutional or 
void on account of the insufficiency 
of any initiative petition nor shall 
the repeal of any law submitted 
h\ refeiendum petition be held in­
valids for such insufficiency 

-Ml Initiative laws and consti­
tutional amendments shall be so 
•ubmitted to the electors as to 
*>pr-nit an affirmative or negative 
vote upon each measure submit­
ted If conflicting proposed law* 
or conflicting proposed amend­
ments to tho constitution bo ap­
proved at tho same election, t i p 

one recdvtatT tho highest numbe* 
of affirmative votes shall prevail 
a s to conflicting provisions. 

The style of all legislative meab» 
ures and amendments to the con­
stitution initiated by the people 
under this section shall be * t>e 
it enacted by the People of the 
btate of Minnesota." 

The provisions of this section 
may be enforced by appropriate 
legislation, but until such legisla­
tion has been enacted, this section 
shall be self executing. 

THE PURPOSB AND EFFECT of 
this amendment* if adopted, will be 
three-fold. 

(a) It will permit the voters to pro­
pose amendmentsjto the state constitu­
tion, for adoption, without action by 
tho legislature. Under the constitution 
as it now stands constitutional amend­
ments can be proposed only by the leg­
islature. 

(b) So, too. If adopted, the amend­
ment will permit electors to propone 
l~ws for enactment and i f not enacted 
by the legislatnrea, the voters may by 
eufllcient petition* require the question 
of the enactment of the proposed law 
to be submitted to the voters. If ap-

I proved by a majority of the electors 
voting, thereon* provided the vote i s 
favor df the proposed law Is not less 
than thirty-three per cent of the total 
number of votes east a t sneh election, 
the same becomes a law with the same 
force aad effect a s though passed by 
the legislature. The governor will 
save no power to ve to a law so passed, 
but the people cannot so pass any law 
fthleh i s prohibited by the con* 
stltutlon. 
1 <e) So too* If adopted, the amend­
ment will permit tho voters by proper 
petition to require a vote on the ques­
tion of whether or aot aay law or part 
thereof, of certain classes of laws, 
passed by tho legislature shall be re­
pealed. If tho petltloa asking for tbe 
referendum la signed by fifteen pes 
rent ot tho voters of the state, the num­
ber of whom la t o he determined by 
t:.e number of votea east for Goveraoa 
at the precedfaaT election, the law so 
referred to tho voters Wttl not take 
effect pending; tho referendum vote 
thereon. The vote required to repeal a 
lew passed by tho legislature and the 
classes of lawa which cannot be so 
repealed are specified In Subdivision 
"C" of tho proposed amendment a* 
above printed. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 8. 

By Chapter 386, Laws 1915, the legts . 
lature proposed for adoption h t in 
electors an amendment of Section "L 
Article 6, of the constitution 

The section now reads a s fol lows: 

"Section 7. PROBATE COURTS— 
There shall bo established in eu.cu or­
ganized county in the state a probatt 
court, which shall be a court of r e c 
ord, and be held at such times and 
places as may be prescribed bv law-
It shall be held by one judge who 
shall be elected by the voteis of t i 
county for the term of two year" F t 
shall be a resident of such county « | 
tne time of his election, and recc"! 
therein during his continuance in r « 
fice, and his compensation shall >t 
provided by law. He may appoint hit 
own clerk where none has been e'« . 
ed, but the legislature may author.T« 
the election, by the electors of aay 
county, of one clerk of register of pi o« 
bate for such county, whose powers; 
duties, term of office and compensation 
shall be prescribed by law A probata 
court shall have Jurisdiction over th« 
estates of deceased persons and per­
sons under guardianship, but no othei 
jurisdiction except aa prescribed by 
this constitution. 

The amendment simply proposes U 
substitute the word "four" fur tb« 
word "two" so that the sentence pre­
scribing the duration of the term ol 
oillce will, If the amendment i s adopt­
ed, read as follows: 

"It shall be held by one judge, 
who shall be elected by the voters 
of the county for the term of four 
v ears." 

PT RPOSE AND EFFECT: The 
amendment, if adopted will make the 
term of office of the Judge of Probata 
four years instead of two* ] 

f VOTE y r • 
On Amendment No. Eight-Save 

Expense to Taxpayers. • 

Changes Term of Judge of Probate 
From Two to Four Years to 

Conform to Term of All 
Other County Officers. 

The judge of probate is now the 
only county officer elected for two 
years. The constitution of the state 
of Minnesota fixes the term of the 
judge of probate at two years The 
legislature has no authority to change 
the term of this important office The 
legislature has changed the terms of 
all of the county officers from two to 
four years and is powerless to change 
the term of the judge of probate be­
cause that term is fixed by the con­
stitution Consequently the legisla­
ture has proposed this amendment to 
be submitted to the voters of Minne­
sota, and it is necessary to pass this 
amendment in order to make the term 
of tins office the same as the other 
county officers The passage of this 
amendment will save expense to the 
taxpayers of the county What sense 
is there in electing one officer in the 
county every two years when the oth­
ers are elected for a term of four 
years? All the voters who believe in 
direct legislation by the people should 
vote upon thio amendment Those 
who do not vote on the amendment 
are counted as voting against it 

Mr Voter, vote for Amendment No. 
8, and vote "Yes" to show you believe 
in economy and uniformity of laws 
Be sure and call for the pink ballot 
and you will And tfefys amendment, No. 
8, the last on the ballot* 
EIGHTH— \ * * . « - -

Amendment to Section 
seven (7), article six («) Tes 
of the constitution of the 
state of Minnesota, pro­
viding for extension of the 
term of office of the judge Ne 
of orohate to tour jean. 
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