JUNIOR PIONEERS IN 1912

JUNI STORY OF
HIS CAPTIVITY

(Continued from page 1.)

“Where go?"’ he asked.
“Ben answered that he was bound for
‘“Teepee Taulke,”” or “Big House,”
ag’ the Indians called the fort. The
Redskin shook his head to indicate
that Benedict was mistaken, and
ordered him to face about and precede
them down the hill.
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Whipped by Captors.

It appeared that his captors had
been on a reconnoitering expedition
toward the fort and were in a hurry
to get back and report. The party in
the house, including the bO} s mother,
one hrother and two sisters, must have
gone before this, for zll was quiet in
and about the place. The Indiane
had all vanished. Benedict and his
captors started on again. He had his
trousers rolled up and- one of the
Indians, having picked up a black-
snake whip, gave him an occasional
cut across the bare calves. The ob-
ject was twofold. It afforded him

some amusement to see the discomfited |.
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boy jump and
celerated his speed.

On arriving at the ferry the youth
noticed a great congestion of traffic.
Four or five wagons'drawn by oxen in
charge of Indians were waiting trans-
fer and there was great confusion. The
Indians had managed pretty well thus
far, but coaxing the oxen onto the
ferry was another matter. Benedict
stepped up to the foremost team and
goon it followed him onto the raft.
This act brought handclappings and
calls of “Hockshelta washtav,” (“good
boy.") '

It was not long until allhad passed
to the south or agency side of the river.
Here the captive was allowed to rest
for a quarter of an hour or more.
Seated on the high bank he watched
the gun practice of the Indians, who
had many new guns taken from the

gtores and some taken f{rom their |

vietims, but a few hours before and
with which they wanted to get ac-
quainted before Captain Marsh and
his men should arrive on the scene,
They used moving targets. Stacks of
mill. pans had been taken from the

stores. Each marksman took one,
hurled it with a spinning motion out
into the stream, allowed it to right it-
self and float some distance with the
current, and, taking good aim. fired.
There was no need of a scorer. The
pan would tell the story. The con-
ditions in the battle fought some hours
later were quite similar. It was an
easy change from floating milk pans
to the heads of swimming soldiers.

Menaced by Drunken Red.
“One of the boy’s captors remained
ot the ferry to be on hand when the
cnemy appeared. The other took him
up the hill to the ngency. Here some
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there is our team."

His captor replied,
yours, let’s take a ride.”’ .He hailed
the driver who took the two on. Ben
immediately assumed control of the
oxen.

Unwilling Aid of Indians.

“On arriving 2t an Indian village thc
boy’s eaptor left him at the hut of his'
future mother-in-law, a widow with
two grown daughters. Here several
squaws were squatted around an open
fire on the ground. *They had bags
of shot which they poured into 2 large
ladle and then melted over the fire
and poured into bullet molds. There
was a heap of bullets on the ground
with the nipple made by the hole in
the mold still on them. One of the
squaws ordered the captive to get busy
with a kinfe cutting off these projecting
nipples. The bullets were then placed
in the empty shot bags and sent to the
ferry by Indian lads. Thus he be-
came unwillingly an instrument in
killing some of Captain Marsh’s men.

“Like most boys, he had great faith
in the prowess of soldiers and believed
them invincible if pitted against In-
dians.  Repeatedly the youthful
captive told the squaws that they
would “get their pay,”” meaning their
punishment for what they had done,
but conveyed his meaning thus, so
that if they showed displeasure he
could explain that he meant their
annual payment from the government.

When Hope Almost Died.

“About 4 o’clock in the afternoon a
flag came in view in the direction of
the agency. Soon after was :een the
glitter of bayonets and swords. What
the boy had firmly believed all day
was now to come true. The soldiers
were coming to mete out punishment
and release the captives. He could
control himself no longer, and having
no hat he picked up 2n old rag, clamb-
ered on the roof of the hut, waved it
and shouted several lusty hurrahs.
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Then he jumped down and ran toward

the procession. Alas! the approaching
parade wsa 2 mob of wild Indians ar-
rayed in the clothes of the soldiers
they had slain a2t the ferry. The dis-
illusionment was the worst shock of
the day for him and disheartened, he
then and there gave up all hopes of
seeing white people again. Had not
the invincible soldiers been annihil-
ated?
Dressed as Indian.

On the second or third day of his
captivity several squaws assisted the
prisoner’s mistress in making a regular
Indian outfit for him. It consisted of
a pair of leggings, a celico shirt, a

breecheloth and a belt. In dress he
wzs now like an Indian, but his com-
plexion was fair and his hzir silvery
white. This naturally made him con-
spicuousin a group of Indizn boys and
he soon was known all over the camp
as "Paw_ Skaw,” (Whitehead). At
first he did not mind it, but it finelly
affected his temper to a point where
the squaw demanded to kndbw what
was the matter. Benedict told her
and she found a remedy. Thereafter
when she had mopped his face with a

‘wet rag as she died very morning she

scattered dried powder over his head,
smeared his face with paint and made

a few streaks and dote: in it with her

fingernails.  This worked like 2 charm

and the boy was no longer annoyed.
Changes ‘ Employers.”’

The Indian who had captured the
Juni teams and wagon remembered
how well the oxen had obeyed young
Benedict. He soon found the lad
again and asked him to help haui some
fcrage. Having accommodated him
two or three times, the squaw, on
Benedict’s last return, s2id to him
that if he worked for others, he should
board and lodge there too. .The next
time his Indien friend came, the
captive teld him what the squaw had
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INDIANS COMING
FOR ANNIVERSARY

against some of . the best semi-profes-
sional teams in the state. There will
be band concerts by five bands at
different times during the five-day cele-
bration. All fiye bands are scheduled
to be in the three-mile long historical
and industrial pageant parade on
Saturday afternoon, Aug. 19th. at 3
o’clock. There will be dancing at the
Armory and Turner Hall every night.

Wednesday evening, Aug. 16, there
will be a reception and band concert.

Thursday, Aug. 17, will be spent
renewing acquaintances and visiting
with old time friends. In the even-
ing there will be a band concert
and speeches. The community sing-
ing is scheduled for Thursday evening.

Friday, Aug. 18, is set aside as

Memorial day for Milford township.

‘The first settlers in this neighborhood
made their pioneer homes in. Milford
township and more people were killed
in this township during the Indian
massacre of 1862 than in any other
place in this vicinity. After the mem-
orial exercises, a basket picnic will .be
held. The big automobile parade will
be held in the evening of that day in
the city of New Ulm, substantial
prizes being given for the best decorated
cars. The parade is open to every-
body, visitors as well as home folks.

Saturday, Aug. 19th, is the 60th
anniversary day of the first battle of
New Ulm. That will be -one of the
biggest days of- the celebration. The
three-mile pageant parade with five
bands and more than fifty historical
floatswilltesee1 on Saturday at 10a.m.

One of ‘tke big features.of Satur-

day’s program will be the patrol drill

by the Minneapolis Zurah Temple Shri-
ners, 250 strong. A concert by the
Shriners band and drun corps chanters
is also scheduled for Saturday.

Sunday, August 20, is the -closing
day of the celebration, with gymnas-
tic exhibitions at Turner park by tur-
ner teams from Minneapolis, St. Paul
and New Ulm participating in the pro-
gram. There will also be a monster
parade on Sunday, which in many re-
spects will' be the biggest day of the
celebration.

Real 'Indians will be in New Ulm
to lend color to the 60th Anniversary
celebration of the Indian massacre,
arrangements having been made with
Indians living at the Morton agency.
There will be no less than twenty-five
bucks, squaws and papooses here.
They will take part in the parade and
will. also stage Indian War dances.
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‘stpply was far or near.

szid: “So much the -better,”” the
Redskin replied. “Come rignt along.
Hereziter you cre a mernber cf ym
family.”

There was no timé consumed %n
packing, as everything.the boy had
was the clothes on ‘his back. The
parting caused him some pain, though,
for he had become somewhat attached
to his Indian hoire and more so to the
two young woiren in the family.

“In his new home the lad found a
trunk that had belonged to an uncle
of his who was a soldier in the federal
army in the south. In it he found a
few ccpies of Harper’s Weekly with
pictures, mostly of war scenes, and
these interested him. mach.

His iraster had two .sons and one
daughter. The oldest boy was of
his own age 2rd proved to ke a good
erorpanion ard trre fiierd to hir.
Nir was he cntifcly forgotten by the
which Led first sheltercd- hiir.

" The two davghters called ‘one after-
noon and got peist.ission fo take young
juniback with them foraday. Every
attention weas paid khir. He was
feasted and cntertzined v«xth picasart

“hat by the tw oglrfs L

Bt jyourg Benedict " Was: not a
p-..rpered drone in t}e l’ne, for he
had reny duties to° rtrfo b o The
yol.th had to provlde all ‘I;}"e i ood and
water for the cooking,’ whetber the
" He had, to
sée to the feeding of the oxen’ qnd
horses and to agsipt in’ stnkwg gnd
pltchmg camp, loading-dnd ‘unloading
and- when on the move he had charge
of the ox teain: ¥

and ‘the tations diberal.c iGteen :colrn,
potdtoes 'and beans, .ffesh".ntutton;or
beef were the staple:articles. Vege-
tah!e., and meats were seried without
salt and the coflee black.‘.rd very
sweet. ‘He protested. -ands'to .please

was ‘put at hig place and. hn,v-as told
to ‘use -both tolsuit:his .taste
times: when .strolling' thrbugh' caprp

|after a’'meal he. would hesinyited to |
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partake and never refuseg:
t .was’the white. porcelain’:dishes and

.| at:another place the reguldr: p -a 1tat10n
‘ molasscs that attracted hhf' i

Regarded ‘as’ Prc&;zy.,

tion.
yet to'use a pen, but his master,wopld
-point him out as:a’ prodigy_ \\'rhc cohld
read and write. Benedlct was abla to
understand and _answer. , questmns
about ordinary aﬁaxrs. -But -at times

-captors and their irlends toucbmg on
astronomy and rehgmn “hlch were. of
course beyond his depth.

Coulee was raging there was great ex-
citement in the camp. The captive’s

evening she took him into the woods
skirting the bluffs south of the Minne-
sota river, .placed him in a ‘hollow
basswood tree and. told him to remain
there until she’ came for him' next
morning. The posu;ion was cramped
and uncomfortable’ and ‘when it was
dark the boy crept. out and ran home
to the camp where ke went to sleep ‘n
his usual place. = The squaw, on ‘seeing
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; hml the ne)t n"nrnmk. was’ greatly-

‘ The food of the: Indlﬁns ‘was. g od'

him a little bag of salt.and phe of sugar-
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! So“netmﬂes ‘when_ visitors came 1;‘19 :
| white ‘boy. was the: topic 0f conv«e:‘sa- !
‘He had learned to r;ea.d but not

‘he was asked queshcns by ‘his Indian

At the time the battle of. Blrch-

m:st'ress feared for his'safety: Toward.

surprised but did n'ot seem displeased.
There were disturbances at othre
times when his master was at home.
On these occasions he was accustomed
to roll the boy in a buffalo robe and
sit on him calmly smoking until the
danger whatever it was, had passed.

. Surrendered to Soldiers.

On the return of his Indian master
from the battle of Wood Lake, young
Juni was told to get ready to return

‘to his parents, as arrangements had

been made for his surrender. On the
next morning he again put on white
man's garb such as could be found.
It consisted of a pair of men’s trousers,
cut off at the knees, a long lineh
duster and a stove pipe hat? In this
garb he was surrendered to the soldiers,
and confined in a sort of enclosiire
with dther s-ur;'brideried prisoners Whose
nares were taken and sent to the
Pionéer newspaper -in St. Paul. In
this way his father came to learn that
his boy was still in the land of the
living. But the end of his adventures
had mnot core. . Young Juni and two

other ‘boys,- Louis Kitzmann . and
Avgust Gluth, tired of t he confinement
of their quartersand escaped from’ this
unpleasant captivity. JUni was again
surrendered when some of the Indian
bands decided to quit the warpath
and core’ in.~ -His companions got
away entirely and reached Fprt Ridge-
1¥ before he did. In the camp of the
white. ran,” Ben .waited upon the
woiren: and-messed with three httle
girls. 'One tin dish and one spoon con-
stituted their outfit and rice and sugar
the only food except some wormy
crackers, His two -companions, Kitz-
mani and Gluth, left and reabhed
Fort® Ridgely on the same day that his
father and Mr. Gluth had cosre to look
for * them." Kitzmann's father -was
killed at the outbreak of the massécre.
His experiences at the-fort were not of
the most pleasant character. He now
fully realized, that to be a 'captive
among the Sioux was not the worst lot
that could have befallen him. - -Within
‘a few days of his arrival at the fort his
father took him to Le Sueur, where he
hada homre until the autl.-nn_ of 1865.
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to run af hotel in the Pennsylvsma
House was a Mr. Pierce. Wher he
‘quit "the hotel business in the latter
part of the seventies the bulldmg be-
tame vacant and remained so for some
time ‘and was -later sold: to Jacob
Klossnerand Henry Mueller who with
the aid of the local Masonic Ledge
erected - thereon the three story brick
block- now known as the Masumc
Block. ]

CAMBR!A CASHIER SUCCEED‘!

y 3 ACKERMANN.

Walter Garels, who served as cash-
ier of the Cambria State Bank. for the
past’ thrée years, accepted the posi-
tion offered him by the State Bank of
New Ulr, and; has already taken up
his duties there. He succeeds Rev.
A. Acker:nann’ who resigned his posi-
tion some time ago to becore pastor
of the Imxmanuel Lutheran church at
Mankalo
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