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FERTILIZERS.I Come now to a dues tion which is, ifMessage of the president may seem proper. It places at 'his tree

disposal Sail the lands and goods in his
district, and be may distribute them
with oat let or hindrance to whom he
pleases. Beingb und by no State law,
and there being no other law to regu'ate
the sul ject, he may make a criminal code
of his own ; and he can tnaka it as bloody
as any recorded in history, or he Can re-

serve ihe privilege of acting upon the im
pulse of his private passions in ea, h ca-.- e

tbat anses He is botind by no rules of

the country, not only during the life of the
present generation, but for ages to come,
we should remember that all men are enti-

tled at least to a hearing in the council
which decide upon the destiny, of them-
selves and their children At present ten
States are denied representation and when
the Fortieth Congress assembles on the
fourth day of the present monthi sixteen
States will be without a voice in the House
of Representatives This grave fact j with
the Important .questions before us, should
induce us to pause in a course of legislation
which looking sorely to the' attainment of
political ends, fails to consider the rights it
trangressess, the law which - if violates, or
the institution which it imperils.

ANDREW JOHN SONY
Washington, March 2d, 1867.

i
it

tn the first place, it is the only system
of free government which we can hope to
havd as a nation. "When it ceases to be
the rule of oua conduct, we may perhtps
tuke our choice between complete anarchy,
a consolidated despotism, and a total dis-

solution Of the Union ; but national libers
ty, by law, will have passed be-

yond our reach, j, s

It i tbe best frame of government tbe
world ever jsaw. No' other; is, or can be
so well adapted to the gee'ida h bits or
wants of the A merican people. Combine
ing the strength of a .great empire with
unspeakable blessing of local

having a central power" to defend
the general interests, and recognizing tbe
authority of the State as the guardians of
industrial rights, it is "the sheet-anch- or

of our safety abroad and our peace at
home." It was ordained "o form a more
perfect union, establish justice, insure do
mestic tranquility, promote "the general
welfare, provide for the common defence,
and secure the blessings of liberty to ours
selves and to our posterity These gret
ends have been attained here.t. fore, and

indefinite period, it seem to be scarcely
possible that any one should seriously be-

lieve this consistent with a Constitution
which declares in simple, plain and un-

ambiguous language, that all porsons
shall have that right, and that no person
shall ever in any case be deprived of it.
The Constitution also forbids the arrest of
the citizen witbout judicial warrant, foun-

ded on probable cause. Tbe bill author-
izes an arrest Without warrant, at the
pi asure of a military commander. - The
Constitute Sri

. declares that ;"no person
shall be held to answer for a capital or
otherwise infamous crimeunlss on pre-

sentment by a . grand jury. This bill
holds every person, not a soldier, answers
able' for all crimes and ail charges with-

out any presentment. T"e Constitution
declares that "no p rson shall be deprived
of life, liberty, or property without due
process of law, and makes the citizens
answerable in his person and property

the wdi of one man, aud as to his lite
to the wi 1 of two. Finally,t ieGoustitu-lio- n

declares that ' the privilege of the
writ of habeas 4orvus shall uot be sus

possible, still more important.' Have we
the power to establish and carry into ex
ecution a measure like this? I answer,
certainly not, if we derive our authority
lrom tbeConstitution, andif weare bound
by the limit.itious which it imposes.

1 his proposition , is perfectly clear-t- hat

no branch . of the Federal Govern-
ment, xecutive, legislative, of Judicial,
can have a-i- just powers, except those
which it derives through and exercises
under the orgauic law of the Uui

of the Consatution, we have no
legal authority moretban private citizens,
and within it we have only such as that
instrument gites us- - This broad princi
pie limits all our functions, and applies
to all subjects. It protects not only the
citizens of States which are within the
Union, but it shiebls every human being
who comes or is brought under our juris,
diction. We have no right to do in one
place, more than in another, that which t
the Constitution says we shall not d at
all If, therefore, the Southern States
were in truth Out of the Union, we could
not treat their pecple in a way wnich the
fundamental law torbids.

Some persoms aS3urne that the success
of our arms in crushing the opposition
which was made in soma of the States to
the execution of the Federal laws, reduc-
ed those States and all their pe pie the
innocent as well as the gtiiby to the
condiiion of vassalage, and give us powd-

er over them which tbe Constitution ioes
not t'estow, or define or limit. No fallacy
can be more transparent tnan tnis. Our
victories subjected the insurgents to leal
obedience, not to the yoke of an arbitrary
dhotis. When an absolute sovereign
reduces his rebellious subjects, he may
deal with them according to his pleasure,
because he hal that power before. But
when a limited mon irch puts down an in-

surrection he must still govern according
to law. If an insurrection should take
place in one of our States against the
authority of the S ae government, and
end in the overthrow of those who plan-
ned it, would that take away the rights of
all the people of the countries where it
was favored by a part or a majority of the
population ? Could the y, for such a reas
con. be whollv outliwed and deprived of
their representation in the Legislature? I
have a'wavs contended that the Govern
ment of 'he United States was sovereign
within its constitutional sphere: th.tu
executed its laws, like the States them
selves, by app'ying the coercive power
directly to mdiviluals ; and that it Could
put down insurrection with the same ef
fect as a State and no o'.ter. The oppo-
site doctrine is the worst heresy of those
who ad vocited secession, and cannot be
agreed to without admitting that heresy
o be right.

Invasion, insurrection, rebellion, and
domestic violence were anticipated when
the Government was framed, and th
means cf repelling and suppressing them
were wisely provided for in the Coustitu
tion ; but it was r O"- thought necessary to
declare that the S ates in which they
might occur shou'd be expelled from the
Union' Rebellions, which were invaria
bly suppressed, occurred prior to that out
of wi'icb these questions erow ; but the
S'ates continued to exist and Union re
ma ned unbroken, in Alasachusetts, in
Peeusvlvania, in Rhode I land, and in
New York, at different periods ;n our his
t ry, vi .lentand armed opposition to the
United States was carried on : but the
icUtin nf those States with the Fed ra
G vernment were n,it supp Mid to be in
terrupreu or cnangea merr-oy- , atter tne
rebel ious p ir ions of their p U'lilarion
were defeated '. id put down, it is true
ttiat in these earlier cases there was no
formal epressoa of a determination to
witlid.aw from the Union, but it is also
tra-- ; ttiar, in the Southern States the or
dmatice of seoas-io- n were trea ed by al
use inenas oi tne union as mere nuu;tie3.
and are now acknowledged to be so by
tneSraiesthemselves. If weadmit that they
had any force or validity, or that they did
in fact take the states in wnich they were
passed out of the Union, we seep from
under our feet all the grounds upon which
we stand in justifying the use of Federa
Lrce to maintain the integrity of the Gov-
ernment.

This is a bill passed by Congress in
time of peace. There h not in any one
of the States brought uuder its operation
either war or insurrection The laws t f the
States and of tne Federal Government are
all in und'slurbed aud harmonious oper
ation The courts S'ate and Federal,
are pen, and in the full exercise of their
proper anthori y. Over every State c m
p;ised in these five mili ary districts, life,
liberty and property are secured by Stau
laws and Federal laws and the national
constitution is everywhere in force and
everywhere obeyed. ; hat. then, is thd
ground in which this bill proceeds ? The
title of the bill announces that it is inten
ded ' for the more efficient government'
of these ten States, it is recited by vay
of preamble ihat no legal State g vern-ment- s,

"nor, adequate protection tor life
or property ' exist mi those Stat s, and
that peace and good order should thus be
enforced. The first thing which arrests
attention upon these rci als, which pre-
pare the way for martial law, is th;s
that the only foundation upou which mar-
tial law can exist und-- r our form of gov-

ernment is not stated or so much as pre-
tended. Actual war, f'orcgn inTasiu.u,
domestic insurrection none of these ap
pear; and none of these in fact exist It
is not even recited that any sor. of war or
insurrection is threatened.

I need not say to the Representatives of
the American people that their Constitu-
tion forbids the exercise of judicial power
in any way but one that is by the or- -

1 1aainta . ana estaousnea courts, it is
equally well known that in all criminal
case a trial by jury is made indispewsable
by the expressed words of that instru-
ment. I will not enlarge on the inesti-tnab- 'e

value of the right thus secured by
every freeman, or speak of the danger to
public liberty in all parts of the country
which must ensue from a uVnul of it any-
where or upon any pretense. A very re-
cent decision of the Supreme Court has tra
ced tbe history, vindicated the dignity, and
made known the value of this great privi-
lege so clearly that nothing more is need-
ed To what extent a violation of it
might be excused in time of war or pab-li- c

danger may admit of discussion, but
we are providing now for a time of pro-
found peace, where there is not an armed
soldier within our borders except, th se
who are in the service of the government.
It is in such a condition of things that au
ac: of Congress is proposed which, if ear-
ned out, would deny a trial by the lawful
courts aud juries to nine millions of Amer-
ican citizens, and to their posterity for an
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THE ATTENTION OF ALL SUFFERER IS
INVITED TO THE

AXTI MALARIAL BITTERS C
REMEDY IS HERE PREASSURE to the public for INTERMIT-

TENT FEVER, (Chills and Fever,) ' and
all diseases arising from, malarial poison--'

ing. It is now a well ascertained fact that
nearly every derangement of the human
system, common in Malarial Districts, rii
to a greater or less extent, dependent upon;

malarial poisoning ; consequent any
medicinal agent that will serve as .specif-

ic against this poisoning, must strike at
the root of tthe disease which is fostered
and developed through its instrumentality.

THE A5TI MALARUL BITTER&
an entirely original compound, . having

superiority over .other remedies from tha
mode of combining the medicinal agents.

THIS MEDICINE Y
has been extensively used, and, up to tlia
present time, has in no instance failed to
give the most unqualified Satisfaction.

IF THE DIRECTIONS ARE STRICTLY:
FOLLOWED,

no case of Intermittent Fever, "(Chills and
Fever,) no matter of how long standing '

or of what degree of Obstinacy, will fail
to succumb to the use of these iUttfiFSt
As a TONIC and PROPHYLACTIC, th
remedy is without equal. Severe cases of
Indigestion, Derangements of Absorption
and Assimilation, Billiousnes3, Uneasiness,'
Distension, Weight - and Fain in the re-

gion of the Stomach, Loss of Appetite,
Lassitude, Muscular and General Debility,
Disturbed Circulation, Loss of BlopdSyh-cop- e,

Nervous Irritability, Mental Depres-

sion, &c., occurring in a Malarial District,
or in a patient who has spent some time
where Chills and Fever prevail, will readi
ly yield to the use of this unequalled
medicine. .

Our own confidence in the merits of these
BittTS, added to a testimony ' universal
in the case of sufferers who lave used
them, and accorded to tha remedy their
unqualified approval, has induced u9, at
very large expense, to secure the SOLE
RIGHT to manufacture this article from
the original recipe ; which recipe has been
experimented upon, and . satisfactorily
proven to be superior to any compound, in
the treatment of the above mentioned dish
eases, by one of the most learned physi-
cians in the United States. '

'.

D. T. EVERTS & CO.,
Petersburg,1 Va. '

.

EE AD THE FOLLOWING FROM AMONG THB -

MANY CERTIFICATES RECEIVED BX US Z

Foen's Depot, Va., Nov. 29, 1802;
I hereby certify that I had been sufferi

ng for over two weeks, from severe attaets
of Chills and Fever, for which I had take
medine and gained but temporary relief
the Chills coming On again in a few days:
The Anti-Malari- al Bitters were Tecom- -'

mended to me, and I commenced taking
them at one?, the use ef which was marked
by immediate and certain relief from
Chills ; since which time, I find my general
health improved in a very satisfactery
manner.

I can conscientiously recommend the
use of these Bitters to all sufferers from
Intermittent Fever, (ifever and Ague,) as

certain cure. A. S. VAIDEN. t

Near Ft. Clifton, Va., V ,

Nov. 29 18C0.
Dear Sir Having a severe attack of

Chills, contracted on the lower Appfmat- -

tox River, I tried your Anti-Malari- al Bit
ters, and in a week was relieved entirely
from them I cheerfully recommend it to
those who are bothered with this disease.

Respectfully and truly yours,
E. IIUQEE.

. .. .

D. T. Everts, Petersburg, Va.

D. T. Everts: Sir Haying been ii-duc-
ed

to try your valuable medicine in
severe case of Ague and Fever, cDntraete'd

on the Appomattox River) it gives me greit
pleasure to state that it gate me entire!

relief almoBt instantaneous, after suffering
some months and trying various doctor
and remedies. I will here recommend all
who ar.ej suffering from the above, to gita
it a fair 'trial. 1

Respectfully your9i
. JOIIN,WXIHE PARK&

feb. 2V13 tf - Norfolk, Va."

CHRISTMAS! CHRISTMAS ! J' '

A NW AND SPLENDID ASSORTMENT dF"

JUST RECEIVED At
jr. in. srn.vGGirV&i

AT THE POST OFFICE. ' .

Candies, Nuts, Fruits, Saiitis,
Pickles, Cake, Cracker?,, Carl

Fruits, Lobsters, Oys .

ters, Lemons, Oran
ges, Cigars i To- - ,

bacco, Sf--c, 4'C.

Fire Works of Every Description;
In fact every Article usually kept is
a First Class Confectionary, lie is alsa
prepared to furnish at the shortest notica
any article in any quantity, for Balls,
Parties, Pic Nics, &b; CALL AT THfl
POST OFFICE. dec 13.' 3- -tf

LET CHARITY BEGIN AT HOME.

AS COMPETITION IS AGAINST ME,
and critics threaten me on every side.

I must thank my customers and the citi-
zens of Edgecombe and adjoining counties
lor the liberal patronage which has heretof-
ore" been extended to me, and hope I may
(by strict attention to business) still contin-
ue to merit their favors. I am fctil carry-
ing on my BARBERING at the ofd Stand
under the Edgecombe House, and ant pre-
pared to do all work entrusted to me. with
neatness and the very best style. I will
hot promise to do work better" and" cheaper
than any other barber, but all I aslc is ta
give me a trial, and I feel confident that
lean please all.

JAMES E. SIMONSOtf, Barber,
O l. 1 il TJ V I tfoiiup uiiucr liny ZiUKeUBiUQ xruuec.

, fb. :8th 1867 12-- H V

4 Returning to the Hons or Representa
tives a Bill Entitled "An A to rro-Tid- e

for the More Efficient Govern-
ment of tbe Rebel States."

To ihe House of Representatives i
I have examined the bill " to provide

For the more tE ient government of the
" with the and anxietyrebel States , ; .

eare
1 : I .

which its transcendent importance s wat- -
;

it mv assent for reasons so. grave, that I
:

hope a statement of them may have some
influence on the minds of the patriotic and
enlightened men with whom the decision
must ultimately rest.

Tire bill places all the people of tbe ten
States therein named under the absolute
.ominaiion of miliary rulers; and the
jfreamble undertakes to give the reason
tipon which the measure is based, and the
grouhd upon which it is justified. It de
Clares that there exists in those States no
legal governments) and no adequate pro-

tection for life or. property, and asserts
the necessity of enforcing pcae and good
order within their limits. Is this trUe as
butter ot fact?

It is not denied that the States in ques-

tion have each of them an actual govern-
ment, with alt the powers, executive jus
dicial, and legislative, which property be-lon- e

to a free Mate. They are organized
like the other States of the Uuion, and,
like them, they ninke. administer, and ex-

ecute the laws which concern their do
mestic affairs. An existu.g de facto gov-
ernment, exercising such iunctions as
these, is itself the law of the Srato upon
all matters . wi'hin its jurisdiction. To
pronounce the supreme law-maki- ng pow-

er of an established State illegal, is to say
that law itself is unlawful.

The provisions which these Govern-
ments have made for the preservation of
order, the suppression of crime, and the
rtdreps of private injuries, and in sub-
stance and principle tbe same as those
which, prevail in the Northern States and
in other civilized countries. They cer
tainly have not succeeded io preventing
the commission of all crime, nor has this
been accomplished anywhere in the world.
There, as well as elsewhere, offenders
sometimes escape for wa t of vigorous
prosecution, and occasionally ; perhaps
by tbe inefficiency of courts of th preju-
dice
.

of jurors. It is undoubtedly true
that tnese evils nave been mudi increase
ed and aggravated, North and South- - by
the demoralizing influence of civil war.
and the rancorous passions which the con-

test has engendered. But that these peo-

ple are maintaining local Governments
for themselves which habitua'ly defeat the
object of all government and render their
own lives and property, insecure, is in
itself utterly improbable, and the avere
inent of the biil '0 that effect is not sup-
ported by any evidence which has come
to my knowledge. All the information I
have on the subject convinces me that
the masses of the Sou hern people and
those who control their public acts, while
they enter! ain diverse opinions on ques
tions of Federal policy, are completely
united in the i ffor. to organize their so-

ciety on the busis of pece. and to re-

store their mutual prosperity as rapidiy
and as completely as their circumstances
will permit.

The bill, however, would se?m to show
upon its face that the establishment of
pfao and good order is not i s real object
The fif.b sectio declares that the preced-
ing sections shall cease to operate in any
State where cer.ain events shall have hap
pened These events ar-- , first, the eele -
tion of delegates to a Sta e Conventio.i
by an election at which negroes shall be
allowed to vote. Se ond, the formation
of a Siate Constitution by the Convention
so chosen. Third, the uifcertion into the
State Constitution of a provision which
will secure the right of voting at all tac
tions io negroes, and t such white men
as may noi be disfranchised for rebellion
or felony. Fourth, the submission of the
JonstiluiKn for ra'ihcAtion to negroes
ani white men not distr.mchised, and its
actual ratific lion by their vote. Fifth,
the submission of tbe State Constitution
to Congress for examinatio n and apj.rv
al, and the actual appro al of it by that
body. Six h, the adoption of a certain
amendment to the Federal CouM,itution
by a vote of the Legislature elected under
the new Constitution. Seventh, the adop
tion of said amendment by a sufficient
number of biher State to make it a part
of the Cont-titutin-

u of tbe United States.
All these conditions must be fulfilled be-

fore the pxop e of any of these Spates can
be relieved from the bondage of military
domination ; but when they are iultilld,
thn i'mmedia ely the pains and penalties
of the bill are to ce se, no matter wheth-
er there be pe.ce and order or i,ot, and
without any reference to the security ot
life or property. 'J he excuse giv n lor
tie bill iu the preamble is admitted by
the bill itself not to be real. The milita-
ry rule which it establishes is plainly to
be used not for any purp se of order or
for the preventation of crime, but solely
as a means of coercing the people into
the adoption of principles and measures
to which it is known that they are op-
posed, and upon which they have an un-
deniable right to exercise their own judg-
ment;

1 submit to Congress whether this
mt aeure is uot, in its whole character,
scope and olject, without precedent and
without authority, in palpable confine
with the plainest provisions of the consti-
tution, at.d utterly destructive to those
great princip es of liberty and humanity
for which our ancestors on both sides of
the Atlantic have shed so much blood
and expended so much treasure.

The ten States named in the bill are di
vided into five districts. For each dis-

trict an officer of the army, uot below the
rank of Hiicrudier Generul. is to h an

tn hp Bnnnnri(l wl I K An iffiripnt. rni limru
force to euable him to perform his d ities
and enforce his authority. Those duties
and th.at authority, as defined by the
third section of the biil, are, "to protect
all persons in their" right of person and
property, to soppress insurrection, di -- order

and violence, and so punish or cause
to be punished all disturbers of the pub
lie peace or criminals.'' The power thus
given to the, commanding officer ovr all
the people of each district is that of an
absolute monarch. His mere will is to
take tne place of .11 law. The law of the
S ates is now th onty rule applicable to
tbe subjects placed undec bis control, and
that is cniple'tly displaced by the clause
which declares all interference of Stale
authority to be null and vaid. He alone
is permitted to determine what are rights
of person or property, and he may pro-
tect them in such way as in his discretion

evide there 13 jndeed QO provision by
which be is authorized or required to take
any evidence at all. Everything u a cum
which be chooses to call so, and all per-
sons are cotidem ed wb tn he pronounces
to b guilty. He is not bound to keep
any record, or make any report of his
proceedings. He may arrest his victims
wherever he finds them without warrant,
accusation or proof of probable cause. If
he gives them a trial before he it.flictsthe
punishment, ne gives it of his grace and
mercy, not because he is commanded so
to do.

To a casual render of the bill, it might
seem that some kind, of trial was secured
by it to persons accused of crimo ; but
such is not the case. The officer may
aliow local or civil tribunals to try offen-
ders," but of course this do s not require
that he shall do so. It any State or Fede
ral court presumes to exercise its legal
jurisdiction by the trial ot a malficior
without his special permission, he can
break it up, and punish the iu'iges and
jururs as being themselves malefactors.
He can save his friends from justice, and
despoil hia enemies contrary to justice.

It is ah .provided that ' he shall have
power to organise military commissions
or tribunals ;" but this power he is not
commanded to exercise. It is merely
permissive, and is to be used only when
iu his judgment it may be necessary lor
the trial ot off nders." Ev.'n if the sen-
tence of a commission were made a pre
requisite to the punishment of a party, it
would bn scarcely the slightest check up-
on the officer, who has authority to or-

ganize it as he pleas s, prescribe its mode
of proceeding, appoint its members from
aming his own .subordinates and revise all
i s decisions Instead of mitigating the
harsenes of his single rule, such a iribu
nal would be used much more probably
to divide the pni'jiiity of making it
more cruel and unjust

teverai provisions, dictated by the hu
manity of Congress, have beeu inserted
in the bill, apparently io restrnin t he pow-

er of ihe commanding officer ; but it seems
to me tuat they are of no avail for that
purpose. The fourth section provides
First. That trials shall not be unneces-
sarily delayed ; but T tniuk I have shown
tb.it the power is given to punieh without
trial, and if so, this provision is pr icticailv
inoperative. Second. Cruel or uuusual
pumshmeut is not to be luflcied; but
who is to decide what is crud and what
is unusual? The words have acquired a
legal meaning by long use in the Courts.
Can it be expected tbat military officers
will understand or fallow a rule expressed
in language so purely technical, and uot
p.rtd ing in the lei.si d grte to their pro
tension ? If not, then each offiVer may
define iru- - ity according to hia own tem-
per, and if it is not usual, he will mike
it usual. Corp real punishment, impris-
onment, the gag, the ball and chain, and
she almost insupportable forms of torturr
invented lor mili urv punishmeat, lie with
in the rane of ch. ice Third The sali-
ence of a vomm.saion is not tn be execu-

ted wiih jut being approved by the cm
inander, if it affcc.s life or liberty; and a
sentence of death must be apprved b
the President. This applies to cases in
which there has been a trial and se tence
I take it to bu clear, under this bill, ihl
the military commander may condemn to
death without even the form cf a trial b
a military commission, so that the life of
the c ndetni.ed may depend upon the witl
of two men instead of one.

It is plain thai the au hotity here given
to the m liiary officer amounts to abso-
lute despotism. Hut to in ike it s:iU ui re
uueudurahse, the bill provides ttut it may
be delegated to as mauy subo dtnates as
h-- - chooes to appoint ; tor it declarea that
he shall punish or caused to be punish
ed." Sue a power has not been wielded
by any monarch in Eugland for m')re tban
five hund-- ye irs. In ail thai time no
people who speak the E.iglish language
have borne such servitude. It reduces
the whole population cf tbe ten States
all persons, of every color, sex, and con-

dition and every stranger within t'teir
iimits to the most abject and d-- gr iding
slavery. No master ever had acoti'rolso
absolu e over his slaves as this bill gives
to the mtbtiry officers over both while
and color d persons

It may be answered to this that the of
ficers ot the army ate too magnanimous,
just, and humnne to oppress and tra pie
upon a subjugated people. I do not doubt
that army officers are as well entitled to
this kind of confidence as ai y other class
of men. But the his ory of the worid
has been written in vain, if it do s not
teach us that unrestrained autho; iiy can
never be safely trusted in human hands.
It is almost sure to be more or less abused
under any circumstances, and it has al-w- as

resulted in gross tyranny where the
rulers who exercise it are strangers to
their suljects, and come among them as
tbe representatives of a distant power, and
more especially when the p wer that sends
them is unfriendly. Governments closely
resembling that there proposed have been
fairly tried in Hungary and Poland, and
the suffering endured by those people
rouf-e- d the sympathies' f the entire world.
It was tried in Ireland, and, though terns
pered at first by principles of Eng ish law,
it gave birth to cruelties so atrocious that
they are never recounted without just in
dipnation. The French Convention arm- -
el its deputies with this power, and sent
thrm to tne Southern departments of the

Republic. The masacreS, murders, and
' othr-- r atrocities which they committed
s! ow what the passions of the abiesi men
in the most civilized society will tempt
them to do weu wholly unrestrained by
law- -

The ram of our race in every age have
struggled to tie up tbe hands of their
Governments and keep them within the
law; beceau-- e their own experience of all
mankind taught them that rulers could
not bi. relied on to concede tho-- e rights
which they were not legally bound to re
spect Tl;e head of a great empire has
sometimes g verned it. with a mild atd pa-
ternal sway ; bu; the kindness of an irre
sp i.sib!e deputy never yi Ids what the
law does not extort from him. Between
such a master and the pe pie subjected to
his domination there can be nothing but
enmity ; he punishes them if they resist
bis authority, and, if they submit to it,
he hates them for their servility.

Local and Miscellaneous. y

L A T E S T NEWS
' BY TELEGRAPH ! '

ICE BLOCKADE RAISED! ! is

Communication opened be-
tween TAEBORO' and the
outside WORLD.

ARRIVED ANDJUST choice selections of Dry
White Goods, hosiery,

Ready Made Clothing,

GROCERIES, HARDWARE,
CROCKERY.

BOOTS AND SHOES
of all descriptions.

flats, Caps, &c,
AT THE

NEW STORE,
OPPOSITE THE COURT HOUSE.

We invite the Ladies and Gentlemen of
this and surrounding Counties to give ua

call and examine our stock and prices,
before purchasing elsewhere.

COME AND SEE.
DON'T FORGET THE PLACE,

. . SEW STORE,
Opposite the Court House

OUR TERMS ARE STRICTLY

Cash in Hand.
SMITH & WILLIAMS.

Tarboro', tt. Feb. 7. 10 tf

A SPENDID HOME!
WORTH $5,000

FOR FIVE DOLLARS !

One Thousand Chances, $5 Each.

GRAIVD DRAWING i

On Wednesday Eveniny, 20(A March, 1867.

AT TIIE

Court House in Wilson, N. C.

Some Person must Draw ihe House!
HE SPLENDID RESIDENCE ONT1Nash Street, in Wilson, N."C, be

longing to Mr. II. II. Blount, valued at
$5,000 and well worth this amount, being
finely located and all necessary conven-

ience" pertaining to a dwelling bouse, will

be drawn for on Wednesday, 20th. March,
1867

The drawing will be conducted in the
following manner, viz : One thousand
tickets, numbered from 1 to 1000 and regis-

tered, will fe deposited in a close box and
the tickets well shaken together by a dis-

interested boy ; another boy blindfolded
and selected by those interested, will place
his hand into a small opening in the box
and draw therefrom only one ticket, the
holder and owner of the corresponding
number on the ticket drawn will be the
lucky winner of a Five Thousond Dollar
House.

Tickets for sale by
L. J. LABARBE,

Exclusive Agent
Persons can select any number they

choose from one to one thousand.
On receipt of Five Dollars I will send a

ticket by mail to any person, at my, risk
L. J. LABARBE.

Good legal title given to the successful
person. - feb. 14, .11 tf

TARB0R0 & WILS0X.

SPECIAL NOTICE,
February, 1867. :

NEW - BOOTS & SHOES,

CALICOES,

DOMESTICS,
WHITE GOODS,

FANCY GOODS, &c, &C;

AM RECEIVING NEW AND SEA-sona- ble

goods every Monday nl
Friday, by Express, and um selling them
at VERY LITTLE OVER EXPENSES.

- E. ROSENTHAL,
feb. 14, 1867. 11 lm

.- T
To the Citizens of Edgecombe and

Surrounding Counties.
TIIE UNDERSIGNED, WHOWE this 1st, day of Janua-186T- ,

entered into a co-part-

ship for the purpose of carrying on tho
Painting Business, most respectfully
ask your attention to the following :

We are prepared to do House, Sign and
Ornamental work, snch as Plain Painting,
Enameling, Calcemincing, Frescoing.
Staining glass or wood, Graining, Marble-in- g,

Lettering, Scroll-wor- k, Gilding on
glass or wood, Glazing arid Paper hanging
in the latest and most approved styie.

Having long experience in the business
and witnessed Ihe order of work in every
city Of prominence, in the United State,-w- e

feel assiirod in stating that we can give
entire satisfaction, and better work than
Can be gotten hp by any parties in this
section, while our prices wilt be reasona-
ble. , , BASSETT, REYNOLDS & CO.
W. A. BAS8ETT, J T. BETHOtiis, T. W. TOLEB.

Jan. 17th, 1867, 7 6m

pended unless when, ia case of rebellion will
or invasion, the public safety may require but
it ;" whereas this bill declares martial
aw (which : of. itself susp-rid- s this great
writ) in time of peace, and authorizes the
military to make the arrest, aud gives to
the prisoner only one privilege, aud that
is a trial ''without unnecessary delay." we
He has no hope of release from custody,
except the hope, sue a us it is, of release
by acquual before a militaty commission. is

Ihe united states are bound o guar
antee to each State a republican of gov
ernment. Can it be pretended that this
obligation is not palpably broken if we
carry out a measure like this, which wipes
away every vestice ot republican govern as
ment m ten States and put the lite, prop
erty, liber y and honor ot ait the people in
in each ot them under the uomination ot
a single person clothed vfith unlimited
authority?

Ihe Parliament of England, exercising
the omnipotent power which it c, aimed,
was accustomed to pss bids of attain
der ; that is to pay, it would couvict men
of treason and other crimes by legisla-iv- e

enactment. The person accused had
a hearing, sometimes a patient and iair
one: but generally party prejudice pre
vailed insted of justice.' It often became
necessary for Parliament to acknowledge
is error and reverse its own fCtion. The
fathers of our country determined that no
such thing shouid occur here. Ihey
withheld the power from Congress, and
thus forbade its exercise by that body ;

and they provided in the C institution th.it
no S ate should pass any bill of attalncer
It is, therefore, impossible for any pcrsoa
in this country to be constitutiDnally cons
victed or pu.ished for a iy crime by a leg
isiative proceeding of any sort. Never-
theless, hero is a bi'l for attainder against
nine millions of peopl a, once. It is
based upon an accusation eo vugue as to
b--

i scarcely intelligible, and found to b
true upon no credible evidence. Not one
of the nme millions was hoard in h s wn
defence. The representatives of the
doomed parties were excluded from all
pnicipaiion in the trial. Th conviction
is to be followed by ihe most ignominious
punishment ever inflicted on large masses
of men. It disfranchises them by huu
dreds of thousands, and them
all even those who are admitted to be
irnil'-leK- from the rank of ireemen to the
cond lion of slaves.

Th purpose and object of the bill the
general intent which pervades it from ttie
i eti ntnnsr to eud is to chati";? the enMre
structure and character of the S ate gov
ernments, and to eorupel them by fore,
to the adoption of organic laws and regu
lations which they are unwilling to accep
if left to them.-elve- s. The ne'-r- . es hav
not ask,-- for the privilege of voting' the
vast majority ot them have no idea what
it means, lhis bill not only in us s
into .their hands, but compels them, as
well as the whites, to use it in a particu-
lar way. If they do not form a constitu-io-

with prescrib d artic es in it, and af
terwards elect a Legi lature which wil
act upon certa.ri ineasuies iu a prescribed
way, neither i lacks nor whites can be re
li ved from the slavery which the t ill im-

poses upou them. Witt-o- pausing here
to consider the policy or impolicy of Afr
cauizing the Southern part of ur territo-
ry, 1 wou d simply ask the attention of
Congress to that manifest, well kuown and
universally argnowleuged rule of constitu-
tional law, which declares that the Keder
al government has nj jurisdiction, author
ity or power o regul ue snch subjects of
auy State. To force the right of suff-ag- e

out of the hands of the wt ite people and
iuio the hands of the negroes is an aibi-tia- ry

violation of this principle.
This bill imposes martial law at once,

and its operations will begin so soon as
the General and his troops can be put iu
place. The dread alternative beiween its
harsh rule and compliance with the terms
of this measure is not suspended, nor are
the people afforded any time tor free de-

liberation. The bill says to them, take
martial law first, then deliberate. Arid
when they have done all tbat this measure
req lires them to d., ot her conditions and
Contingencies, over which they have no
control, y.t remain to be fulfilled before
they cn be relieved from martial law.
Another Congress must first approve the
Constitutions maie in conformity with
the will of this Congress, and must de
clare these States enti led to reresentation
in both Houses. Ihe whole question thus
remains open and unt-eth- and must
again occupy the attention of Congress,
and in the meantime the agitation which
now prevails will continue to disturb all
portions of the eople.

The bill also denies the legality of the
government of ten of the States which
participated in thejatification of the

to the" Federal Constitution
abolishing slavery forever within th ju
lisdiction of the United States, and prac-ti- ca

ly excludes them from the Union. If
this assumption of the bill be correct,
their concurrence ca not be consider d a- -

having been legally given, and the impor-
tant fact is made to app. ar that ihe con-
sent of three-fourt- hs of the States the
requisite nnmber has not been constitu
tionally obtained to the ratification of that
amendment- - thus leaving the question of
slavery wh re it stood before the amend
ment was officially declared to have be-
come a part of the Constitute-n.- -

That the measure proposed by this bill
does violate the Constitution in the par-
ticulars mentioned and in many other
ways which I forbear to enumerate, is too
clear to admit of the lest doubt. It only
remains to consider whether the injunc-
tions of that instrument onKbtto be obeyed
or not. I think they ought to be obeyed,
for reasons . which I will proceed td give
as briefly as possible. J

be again, by faithful obedience to it.
they are certain to be lost it we treat

with disregard its sacrtd obligation.
Tt was to punish the gross crime of de

fying the constitution, and to vindicate its
supreme authority, that we carried on a
bloody war of tour years duration, anau

now acknowledge that we sacrificed a
million of lives and expended billions of
treasnre to enforce a Constitution which

not worthy of respect and preservation ?

Those who adv cated the right of se
cession alleged in their own justification
that we bad no regard for law, and that
their rights of property, life, and liberty
wmrd not be safe under the constitution,

administered by us. If we now verify
their asserti n, we prove that they were

truth and in f ct fighting for their liber
ty, and instead of branding their leaders
with the dishonoring name of traitors
azamst a righteous and legal govern
ment, we elevate them in history to the a
rank of self sacrificing patriots, conse-
crate them to the admiration of the world,
and place them by the side of Washing-io- n,

Hampden and Sydney. No, let us
leave them to the infamy they desfrve,
punish them as they should be punished,
according to law, and take upon ourselves
no share of the odium which they should
bear alone.

It is a part of our public history which
can never be forgotten that both Houses of
Congress, in July 1SG1 , declared in the
form of a solemn resolution that the war was
and should be carried on for no purpose of
subjugation, but sorely to enforce the Con-
stitution and laws ; and that when this
yielded by the parties in rebellion, the con-
test should cease, with the constitutional
rights of the States and of individuals un-

impaired. The resolution was adopted and
sent forth to the w orld unanimously by the
Senate and with only two dissenting voices
in the House. It was accepted by the
friends of the Union in the South, as well
as in the North, as expressing honestly and
truly the object of the war. On the faith
of it, many thousands of persons in both
sections gave their lives and their fortunes
to the cause. To repudiate it now by refu-
sing to the States and to the individuals
within them the rights which the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the Union would secure
to them, is a breach of our plighted honor
for which I cannot voluntarily become a
party.

The evils w hich spring from the unsettled
state of our Government will be acknowled-
ged by all. Commercial intercourse is im-
peded, capital is in constant peril, public
securities linctuate in value, peace itself is
not secure, and the sense of moral, and po-
litical duty is impaired. To avert these

from our country. It is impera-
tively required that we should immediately
decide upon some course of administration
which can be steadfastly adhcrred to. I
amthourghly convinced that any settlement,
or compromise, or plan of action which is
inconsistent with the principles of the Con-
stitution wiil not only be unavailing, but
mUchicvious ; that it will but multiply the
present evils instead of removing them. The
Constitution, iu its whole integrity and vig
or, throughout the length aud breadth of
the laud, is the test ot all compromises.
Besides, our duty does not in my judgment,
leave us a choice between that and any oth-
er. I believe that it contains the remedy
that is so much needed, and that if the co-

ordinate branches of the Government would
unite upon its provisions they would be
found Ivoad enough and strong enough to
sustain in time of peace the nation which
they lxre safely through the ordeal of a'
protracted civil war. Among the most sa
cred guarantees of that instrument are those
whic n declare that "each State hall have'
at least one Representative," and that "noi
State without its consent, shall be deprived
of its equal suffrage in the Senate.'-- ; Each
House is made the "judge of the elections;
returns, and qualifications of his own mem-
bers," and may, "with the concurrence of

two-third- s, expel a member." Thus, as
heretofore urged "in the admission of Sena
tors and Representatives from any and all
of the States, there can be no just ground
of apprehension that persons who are dis-
loyal will be clothed with the powers of leg-
islation ; for this could not happen when
the Constitution and the laws are enforced
by a vigilant and faithful Congress."
"When a Senator or Representative pre-
sents his certificate of election, he may at
once be admitted or rejected ; or, should
there be any question as to his eligibility,
his credentials may ba referred for investi-
gation to the appropriate committee. If
admitted to a seat, it must be upon evidence
satisfatory to the House of which he thus
becomes a member, that he possesses the
requisite constitutional and legal qualifica-
tions. If refused admission as a member
for want of due allegiance to the Govern-
ment, and returned to his constituents, they
are admonished that none but persons loyal
to the United. States will be allowed a voice
in the Legislative Councils of the Nationj
and the political power and moral influence
of Congress are thus effectively exerted in
the interests of loyalty to the Government
and fidelity to the Union." And is it no far
better that the work of restoration should
be accomplished by simple compliance with
the plain requirements of the Constitution,
than by a recourse to measures which in
effect destroy the States and threaten the
subversion of the General Government ?

All that is necessary to settle this simple
but important question, without further ag-
itation or delay is a willingness on the part
of all to sustain the Constitution and carry
its provissions into pratical operation. If
to-mor- either branches of Congress
would declare that, upon the presentation
of their credentials, members constitution-
ally elected and loyal to the General Gov-
ernment would be admitted to seats in Con-
gress, while all others would be excluded
and their places remain vacant until the se
lection by the people of loyal and qualified
persons ; and if, at the same time, assu-
rance was given that the policy would be
continued until all States were represented
in Congress, it would send a thrill of joy
throughout the entire Jand as indicating the
inaiigurafion of a system which must speed:
ily bring tranquility to the public mind.

While we are legislating upon subjects
whic are of great importance te tho whole
people, and which must affect all part of


