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MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT,

Returning

ment of the Rebel States.”

—_—

To the House of Representalives !

which its transcendent importance is cal-
cnlated to awaken.
it my assent for reasons so grave,

must ultimately rest.

ground wpon which it is justified.

order within their limits.
maiter of fuct?

It1s not denied that the States in ques-
govern-
ment, with nl! the powers, exeCutive jus

tion bave each of them an acta

dicial, and legislative, which property be
long to & free !late,
like the other States of the Uunion, and

like them, they mnke. administer, and ex~
ecute the laws which concern their do~

mestic affairs. An existing de faclo gov
ernment, exercising Ssuch

all matters within its jurisdiction.
that law itself is unlawful.

The provisions which these Govern
ments have made lor the preservation o

order, the suppression of erime, and the

ridress of private injuries, and in sub

stance and principle the same as those
which prevail in the Northern States and
They cers
tainly have not succeeded in preventing
the commission of all erime, nor has this

in other e¢ivilized countries,

been accomplished anywhere in the world

There, as well as elsewhere. offenders
sometimes eseape for wat of vigorous
prosecution, and occasionally ; perbaps

by the inefficieney of courts of the preju
dice of jurors,

and the rancorous passions which the con
test has eager dered.

to my knowledge.

to the House of Representa-
tives a Bill Entitled “An Act to Pro-
vide for the MNore Efficient Govern-

I have examined the bill ** to provide
for the more effi -ient government of the
rehel States ” with the care and anxiety

I am unuble to give
that T
hope a statement of them tay have some
influence on the minds of the ; atriotic and |
eclightened men with whom the decision ', guilty.

The bill places all the people of the ten
States therein named under the absolute
Yomination of mili ary rulers; and the
preamble undertakes to give the reason
ipon which the measare is based, lnld :jhe
t de~
clares that there exists in those States no
legal governments; and no adequate pro-
tection for life or property, and asserts
the nege-sity of enforcing peare and good
s this trie as

They are orguniz.d

functions as
these, is itself the law of the State upon
To
pronounce the supreme lawsmaking pow-
er of an establiched State illegal, is to say

It is undonbtedly true
that these evils have been mueh increass
ed and aggravated, North and South. by
the demoralizing influecce of ecivil war,

But that these peo-
ple are maintaining local Governments
for themseclves which habitua'ly defeat the
object of all government and render their
own lives and properiy, insecure, is in
itself utterly improbable, aud the averex
went of the biil ‘o that effect is not sup-~
peried by any evidence which bas come
All the information 1
bave on the subject convinces me that

I come now to a daestion which is, if |
possible, still more important. Have we
the power to establish and carry into ex-
ecution a measure like this? I answer,
certainly not, if we derive our authority
from theConstitation, andif weare bound
by ‘he limitations which it imposes.

This proposition is parfectly eclear—
that no bracch of the Federal Govern-
ment, ¢xecutive, legislative, or judieisl,
can have n.y just powers, except those
which it derives through and exercises
under the orgaunic law of the Uni n.—
Outside of the Consitution, we have no
legal authority morethan privat-enizens,
sud withia it we have only such as that
instrument gives us* Tois broad princi
ple limits ail our functions, and appiies
to all subjects. It proteets not only the
citizens of States which are within the
Union, but it shiels every human being
who comes or is brought under our juris~
diction. We have no right to do in one
place, more than in another, that which
the Constitution says we shall not d» at
sll  If, therefore, the Southera States
were in truth out of the Union, we could
nut treat their pecple in a way woich the
fandamental law forbids.

may seem pro It places at his free
disposal fall 1he lands and geods in his
distriet, and he may distribute :hem
withont let or hindrance 1o whom he
pleases, Being b und by no Btate law,
and there being no other law 1o regu'ate
| the sulject, he may make a crithibul code
of bis own ; and he can mak- 1t as bloody
as any recorded 10 hisiory, or he can re~
serve the privilege of acting upon the im
pulse of his private passions in each ca-g
tbat arises  He is bound by no rules of
evideuce ; there 18 indeed no provision by
which be is authorized or requirgd to take
any evideuce at all. Everything is a ¢rim-
. which he chooses to call so, and all pers
sons are coudem ed wh m he pronounces
He is not bound to keep
auy rccord, or make any report of his
procecdings. lle may arrest his victims
wherever he finds them without wurrant,
accusation or pruof of probable canse. If
he gives them a trial before he inflictsthe
punishmeat, ne gives 1t of his grace and
mercy, not because he is commanded so
to do.

To a casual reader of the bill, it might
seem that some kind of trial was secured
by it to persors accused of erime; but
such is not the case. The officer “may| Some persoms assume that the success
allow lucal or civil tribunals to try offen | of cur arme in crushing the opposition
ders,” but of course this do+s not require | which was made in some of the States to
that he shall do so. Il any State or Fede- | the execution of the Federal laws. reduc-
ral court presumes to excrcise its legal | ed those Stutes and all their pe -ple—the
jurisdiction by the trixl of a malfictor | innocent as well as the guilly —to the
wittout his special permission, he can |condiiion of vassalage, and gave us pow~
* | break 1t up, and punish the judges and!er over them which the Uonsiitution 10es
jur.rs as being themselves malefactors.— | not testow, or define or limit. No fallacy
He can save his friends from justice, and | can be more transparent tian tnis. Oar
despuil his enemies contrary tu justice. victories subjecred the insurgents to lesal

It is al. : provided that * he shall have | obedience, not to the yoke of an arbitrary
power to organize mililary commissions | despotism. When an absolute sovereign
or tribunais;” but this power he 18 not | reduces his rebeliious subjects, he may
commandcd to exercise. lt is merely | deal with them according to his pleasure,
permissive, and is to be used only “ when | because he had that power before. But
1o his judgment it may be necessary lor | when a limited monrch puts down an in-
the triul of off nders.” Even if the sen- | surrectio, he must still govern according
tence of a commission were made a pre jtolaw. If an insarrcetion should take
requisite to the punishment of a pary, it | place in one of our States against the
would be scarcely the slightest check up~ | authority of the S:ate goveruwment, and
on the officer, who has authority to or~|endin the overthrow of those who plans
ganize it as he pleas:s, prescribeits mode | ned it, wonld ihat take away the rights of
of proceeding, appoint its members from | all the people of the countries where it
aming his cwn subordinaies and revise all | was favored by a part or a majority of the
i:s devisions  Instead of mitigating the | population? Could they, for such a reas
harseness of his single rale, such a wribu | son, be wholly cutliwed and deprived of
nal would be used wuch more probably | their representation in the Legislarure? [
to divide the re:pon<ivuity of makiug it | have always contended that the Govern-
more cruel and vnjust ment of the Uuited States was sovercign

teveral provisions, dictated by the hu- | within its constitutional sphere; th.t i
manity of Congress, have been inserted  executed its laws, iike the Btates thew-
in the bill; apparently 1o resirainthe pow- | selves, by app'ying the coercive power
er of the commandiug officer ; but 1 seems | directly to indivifuals ; and that it "2ould
to me tuat they are of no avail for that | put down insarreciion with the same ef~
purpose. The fourth sestion provides— | fect as a State and no other. The oppo-~
Flirst. That trials shall not be unneces~ | site doetrine is the worst heresy of those
sartiy d-layed ; but T tniuk I nave shown | who advocated secession, and cannot be
that the puwer 1s given to punish without |agreed to without admitting that leresy
tria), and if so, this provision 1s practically | o be right.
inoperative.  Second. Cruel or uuusual Invasion, insurrection, rebellion, and
purashment is uoi 1o be 1ufl cied; but | domestic violence were anticipated when
who is to decide what is cru-land what|(h. G vernment was framed, and the
is unu-ual? The words have acquired a | pouns of repelling and suppressing them
legal measing by long use in the cvurs. | were wisely provided for in the Coustitu

f

the masses of the Souhern people and | an it be expeced thae military officers | tign ; but 1t was 1o° thought nec ssary to

those who control their public acts, while

they cnteriain diverse opinions oo ques

tions of Federal policy, are compleiely
united in the «ffor. to organiza their sos
ciety on the busis of pesce, and to res
store their mutual orospenity as rapidiy
andas completely as their circumstances

will permir,

The bLill, however, would se-m to show

upon 1s face that the establishment o
p~ao- and good order is not 18 real objeet

The fif.h sectio . declares that the preceds
ing seciiony shall cease to operate in any

State where cer ain events shall have hap
pened  These events ar-, first, the sele

tion of delegates to a Stae Convention
by an elecuivn at which negroes ghall be
the furmation
of a State Uonstitution by the Convention

allowed to vote. Se-ond,

go chosen. Third, the 1nsertion

State Censtitution of a provision which

will secure the right of voting atall elec
tions 10 negroes, and to such white mer

as may not be distrancuised for rebelhon
Fourth, the submission of the
llegrﬂr‘

or leluny.
Constituiion for raification to

anl white men not disirapchised, and its
Fifih.

the submission of the Siate Constitation

actual ratific ition by their vote.

to Congress for examination and apyr v
al, and the uctual appro-alof it by tha
bedy. Six h, the adopuon of a certair
amendment 10 the Federal Constitutior

by a vote of the Legislature flected vuder
the new Constituiion. Seventb, the adops
tion of said amendment by a suflicient
pumber of o:her States 1o make it a pari
of the Conntitution of the United States.
All these conditions must be fulfilied be~
fore the peop e of any of these Siates can
be relieved from the bondage of militury
domination ; but when they are inlfilled.
then imwedia ely the pains and penalties
of the bill are to ce se, no matier wheths
er ihere be pesce and order or rot, and
wiithout any reference to the security ot
The excuse givin lor
tie bill w the preamble 18 aduntted by
The miiita~
ry rule which it establishes is plainly to
be used—not for any purp se of order or
for the preventation of crime, but solely
88 a means of coercing the people into
the adoption of principles «nd measures

life or properwy.

the bill irself not 1o be real,

to which it is known that they are op-
posed, and upon which they have an uns
deniable right to excrcise their own judg-
ment,

I submit to Congress whether this
measure i3 uot, in its whole character,
scope aud oljeet, witkout precedent and
without authority, in palpable corflict
with the plainest provisions of the cousti-
tution, ard uuerly desiructive to those
great princip es of iiberty and humanity

for which our aucestors on both sides of | It was tricd in Ireland, and. though tems
the Atlantic have shed so mueh bloo2 | prred at first by principles of Eng ish law,

and expended so much treasure,
The ten States named in tHe bill are di
vided into five districts. For each dis-

trict an officer of the army, not below the | @1 its deputies with this power. and sent

rank of Brigudier General, isto be ap

pointed 1o rule over the people; and he 1s Republic. T :
1o be supported with an efficient military Oth-r atrocities which they committed
force to enuble him to perform his daties 8'0W what the passions of the abiesi men
and enforce his suthority., Those duties 10 the most civilized society will tempt

aud that auatbority, as defined by the

third section of the bil. are, *'to protect 12w

ali persors in theie mght of person and

property, to sappress iusurrecuon, di-or- struggled to tie up the bands of their
der and violence. and so punish or cause

to be punished all disturbers of the pub
lic peace or eriminals.”’

sbsolute monarch. His mere will

take tne place of «11 law.

authority to be null and vaid. He alone

is permitted to determine what are rights

of person or property, and he wmay pro-
tect them in such way as in his discretion

The power thus
given to the commanding officer over sl
the people of each disirict is that of un
18 to
The law of the
S ates is now the oniy rule applicable to
the subjects placed under his e.ntrol, aud
that is complercly displaced by the cleuse
which declares all interference of Staie

will understand or follow a rule expressed | g.clare that the Sates n which they
in lsuguage so purcly technical, and vou | yigi oceur shou'd be expelled from the
p -I‘l}.i g in the leisid. gree to their pro ! 1Tnion: R'_‘hf'“i(}n?‘;- which were mvaria-
30 8] ? ? ’ 5 i i

Ie ‘T‘\Inn . l[ not, lhell cach Utﬁ. er may | hl) h-"pp_(:.:.;sk\d' Occur'-ud prior In‘hnt out
define cru-ity according to his own tem- | of wijch these questions grow ; but the
per, and if 1t 1s not usual, he will make | S .ites continued to exist and Union re-
' 1 . ) 1 Y -
it usual. Corp real puuisiiment, Wmpriss | ma ned unbroken.  In Mas achusetts, in
oninent, the gag, the vall and chain. and Peeusylvania, in Rhode I land, and in
the almost insupporwble forins of toriure | Now York, at dfferent periods n our his-
invented for nult ary punishmeat, lie with | ¢ ey violent and armed opposition to the
in the range of ciiice T/urd The sen-| Unired Siates was carried on; but the
ence _Uf a LD!IIIIII 5310.:: 18 "‘-.” ta be execu- ;1.-].:ix.n~: of thnse States with the Fed ral
ted withoat being approved by the ¢ | G vernment were not supp wed 1o be ins
mander, if it affce's hite or hiberty; and a | terrupted or changed ther-by, aiter the
sentence of death muast be approved b | pahel 10us prions of their puwlation
the President.  This applies o cases in i were defeated .0d put down.  ltis true
whieh there has been a wial and s2 tence [ that 1n these eariier cases there was no
[ lﬁk!“ it 10 be clear, under this bul, tha I formal expression of a detvrmination to
the military commander may condemn 10 | withd aw from the Usion. but it is also
death wichout even the form of a trial by |

.

-

o the | tru= than in the Southern Siates the or-

a military comuission, so that the life of | Jinance of secas-ion sere trea ed by all
- '-h_‘: ¢ ndemed may depend upon the wiil | e friends of the Union as mere nuilities.
Lot two men mstead of one. _ (o are now «cknowledged to be so by
It s i.llil.ll} the 1!10 all ll!‘Jlll;{ Lere given | rneNtates themselves I we admit that[hp}'
to the m luary officer amouuts to ahsns | had any force or validity, or thar they did
lute clijequ.:usm.i ll%)ulzl to .ike n.hS'l.-- were | gn fact take the states in wnich they were
aveundurable, the Lill provides th«t it wuy | passed out of the Union, we s#eep from
EU g;tﬁttg 1‘: 3;5 i‘:'f*“.:_ 5}?? ‘li'“r:“ez:l :‘l under ngr_ I'cfet. nlf‘ the gr;)uuds u;;n; \\jhiuh
: w=es Lu appoint 5 Tor 1t declares 1ha! | we giand in justifying the use o adera
.| be sball ** punish or caused to be puwish | fre to maistain the integrity of the Gov
g|ed’ Sucha p}uw--l‘ has n-:it been wielded | crnment.
by any maonarch in Eagland fo re Lh: . . .
J 203 chin Boglsed formire b‘"ls This is a bill passed by Congress in
five hunded yesrs. lu ail that ume nol . [ o, Tl : ‘ .
people who speak the E.glish laugu.ge | Eme o peson. dore 15 Bk WO sny laue
s hucio Lask »imd%: It r'»?j 8% | of the Siates brought uuder its operation
the whole pl'pulaliunrof Llne. ten S';t::tb cither war or insuriection The laws of the
: - y | State 1 n ) 2 I 4
all persons, of every color, sex, and cous Itl ius l?:ig_:lfulrbe 3; Eadt:.'lﬂli»:a?u(;\’:l;ﬂum "f a_:_"
dition and every stranger within toeir :'iuu The w:l.', '—uS'{l‘@ _?':iu I;w"l Pt |
iimits —to the most abj-ct and d~gr ding aré - pen. ahdin LIT fall ‘ex ‘l il‘;' ; i!“};
slavery. No master ever had a conirolso | 0 ei:’ S hthog e()\er e‘,:;,c .,:':t > ‘::
absolu e over his slaves as this bill gives PIOpS LY P LD T
to the militury: offico¥s: ovee. Both bile p:1sed in rhese five mili ary disrriets, hife
aud colur d .Pzr ons ‘| hberty and progerty aré secured by Stats
¥ > = X 4

laws #nd Federsl laws and the wnational
_ It may be answered to this that the of | cunstitution is everywhere in force and
_hcers ol the ariny are too magnatmmous, everywhere obeyed. * hat. then. is the
jus', and humane 10 oppress aud tra: ple | ground in which this bill procecds ? Tae
upon a subjugated people. I do not aoubt | itle of the bill announces that it is inten
that army offie-rs are as well entitled to

at al ded *fur the more eflicient governmeut’
this kind of coufidence as a:y orher class | of these ten Stazes. It is r-ciled by way
of men. But the bis ory of the warid

] ; ory o of preamble that no legal Staww g vern-
has been written in vain, if it do s not | ments, **nor adequate protiction tor life
teach us that unrestrained autho:iry can

! or property” exist in those Siat g, and
never be sa‘ely trusted in human hands. | that peace aad good order should thus e
It is almost sure 10 be more or less ubused | enforced. The Hrst thing which arres's
under any circumstances, aud it hbas al- | attention upon these meials, which pre-
ways resulted in gross tyranny where the pare the way for martial law, is this—
rulers who exercise it are strangers to|ihac the only loundation upon which mar-
their suhjects, and come wmong them as|rial law can exist urdsr our form of govs
the representatives of a distant power, and | ernment is not stated or so much as pres
more especially whenthe p wer that seuds |tended. Acinal war, foregn invasion,
them is unfriendly. Governments closely | domestie insurrection none of thesz ap
resembling that there proposed have been | pear; and none of these in fact exist It
fairly trird in Hoogary and Poland, and |is not even recited that any sor: of waror
the suffering endured by those peopie|insurrecrion 18 threatened.
roured the eympathies: f the entire world. * * * #* * %
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I need not say to the Representatives of
the Awmerican people that thewr Coustiros
tou forbids the exercise of judici«l power
in any way but one—that is by the or-
dained and established courts. It 19
equally well known that in all criminal
cusSe a trial by jury is mude indispensablea
by the expressed words of thau iustrus
went. I will not enlarge on the ineais
mab e value of the right thus secured by
every freeman, or speak of the danger to
public liberty in all puris of the country
which must ensue from a . nial of it any~
where or upon auy pretense. A very re~
cent devision of thie Supreme Court has tra
ced tbe history, vindicated the dignity, and

it gave birth to eruelties so atrocious that
they are never reevurted withour just in
diguation. The French Couventiva arm-

!thim to tue Southern departments of the
The masacres, murders, and

them to do weeu wholly unrestrained by

The men of our race in every age have

Governments and keep them within the
law ; beceau-e their own experience of all | made known the value of 1his great privi-
mavkind tavght them 1hat ruiers could | leze so clearly that nothing more is needs
not ba relied ov to concede 1ho-e rights|ed 'I'o what extent a violation of it
which they were not legally bound to re« | might be excused in time of war or pob-
spect Tre bead of a great empire has | lic danger may admit of discussion, but
somelimes g iverned it with a mild avd pa-| we are providing now for a time of pros
ternal sway ; bui the kinduess of an irres | found peucs, where there is not an armed
sponsible drputy never yi lds whae the | soldier within our burders excepi th se
law does nut extort from him. Between | who are in the service of the government,
such a masterand the pe ple subjected to | It is in such a cundiion of things that an
his domination there can be nothing but |ac: of Congress is proposed wiich, if car-
eumity ; he punishes thew if tvey resist | ried out, wonld deny a trial by the lawful
his authority, and, if they submit 1o it, | courts and juries to nine millivns of Awer-
be hates them for their servility, ican citizens, and to their posterity for an

indefinite period. It seem to be scarcely
possible that any one skould seriously be-
lieve this consistent with a Constitution
which declares in simp'e, plain and un-
ambiguous language, that all porsons
shall have that right, and that no persou
shall ever in any case be ceprived of it
I'ne Constitution uiso furbids the arrest of
the citizen witbout judicial warraut, foun-
ded on prob.ble cause, The vl author-
izes an arrest without warrant, at the
pl asure of a milit.ry commander. - The
Constitup n  declares thst “no person
shall be held to answer for a capgal or
otherwise infamous crime, unless on pre-
senuneat by a grand jury. 7This bill
holds every person, not a svldier, answers
able for all crimes aad all charges with-
out any presentment. Tue Coustitution
declares that “no p rson shall be deprived
of bife, liverty, or property without due
process of law, and makes e citizens
snswerable in his person and property
to the will of one maq, aud as to his lite
to the wil of two. Finally,t e Coustitu-
vion declares that “the privilege of the
writ of habeas eorpus shall unot be sus-
pended unless wheu, in case of rebellion
or invasion, the public safety may require
it ;” whereas this bill declires maruial
law (which of itself susp:nds this great
wrii) 1n tine of pence, and autuoriz.s the
military to make the arrest, aud gives to
the prisoner only one privilege, and that
18 a trial **without uanecessary delay.”—
He has no hope of relense from custody,
except the hope, sucn us it 1s, of release
by acquital betors a militaty comm:ssion.

The United States are bound to guar-
antee to each Siate a repablicun of govs
ernment, Can it be pretended that this
obligation i8 not palpably broken if we
carry out & measure hke Luis, which wipes
away every vesuce of republican govern-
meut in ten States and puts the hife, prop-
erty, liber y and honor of all the people
in cach of them uvder the domination of
a single person clothed with uniimited
autbority?

1he Parliament of England, exercising
the ommnipotent power which it c.aimed,
was accustomed to p:ss bilds of auamns
der ; that is to eay, it would couviet men
of treason and cther crimes by legislas
ive enactment. The person accased bad
a hearing, sometimes a pativnt and farr
oue; but generally party prejadice pre-
vailed inste.d of jistice. It otien became
necessary for Pailiament to acknowledge
i's error and reverse itsownawction. The
fathers of cur coautry determined that no
such thing should occur here. They
wiihheld the power frum Conzress, and
thus forbade its exercise by that body ;
and they provided in the C mstitution that
no S ate should pass any bill of attaiuder.,
Is 15, thereluore, impos=itle for any persoa
in this couniry to be conslirutinuzally cons
victed or punished for a5y crime by a legs
isiative proceeding of any sort. Nevers
iheless. h=ro 18 a bi'l fur a:tuinder against
nine mililous of people a. once. Itis
based upon an accusation o vague as to
b scarcely intelug:ble, and found to be
true upun no credibie evidencs. Not one
of the vine millions was hieard in h s own
detence.  The representatives of  the
doomed parties were excluded from all
paricipaiion in the trial.  The convierion
s to betollowed by the most ignominious
punishment ever mflicted on large masses
ot men. It distranchises them by han-
dreds of thousands, and degrades them
all—even those who are sdmitted to be
raliless—from the rank of ireemen to the
cond tion of slaves.

general jntent wineh pervades it from the
ceg nning to end—is to chang» the entire
grructure #nd eharacter of the S ate govs
ernments, and to compel them by force
to the adoption of organic laws and regus
lations which llll.:j' Are anw i.iil‘g 0 accep:
if left to themselves,  The negroes have
not axk -d for the privilege of voting—the
vast majority of them have no idea what
it means. 1his bill not only thiuss i
into .their hauds, but compe!s them, as
well us the whites, to use 11 in a purticu~
lar way. It they do vot form a consutus
rion with preserib d arric es 1n it, and af-
terwards elect a Legi Luture which will
acl upon certa.n measares iu a preseribed
way, neither lacks vor whires can be re

li ved from the stavery which the tili im-
pos:s upon them, Witvou pausicg bere
to consider the policy or impaiicy ol Afris
cauizing the Southera part of ur ternitos
ry, | woud simply ask the atiention of
Congress to tkat mamfist, well known and
universally acgnowledged rule of constita-
tional luw, which declares that the Feder

al government has no jurisdiction, author-
ity or power 10 regul e snchsubjecets of
any State. To force the right ot sulfage
out of the hands ol the write peopl: and

tary violauen of this principie.

This bill imposes martinl law at once,
and its operatiovns will begin so soou as
the Geueral and his troops can be put 1u
place. The dread alternative beiween its
harsh rule and complinznce with the terms
ot this measure 18 not suspended, vor are
the people ulforded uny timo for free de-
liberation. The bi:l says to them, ke
murtial Jaw first, then deiiberate. And
when they have done all that this areasuare
reqaiires thewm to do, orher conditions aud
contingencies, vver which they bhave no
control, yet remain to be fullilled before
ihey car be relieved from martial law.—
Another Congress must first approve the
Constitutions made in eonformity with
the will of this Congress, and must de~
clare these Stat.s enti led to rerésentation
in both Houses. The whole question thus
remsins bpen and unse thid, and must
again occupy the attention of Congress,
aud in the meantime the agitation which
now prevails wil conuinue to disturb all
portions of the people.

The bill alsv denies the legality of the
government of tea of the Siates which
paricipated in the ratification of the a~
mencGment to the Federar Constitution
abolishiog slavery forever within th: jas
visdiction of the United Siates, and prac~
tica ly excludes them from the Union. If
this assumprion of the bill be correci,
their concurrence ca not be consider d a«
having been legally given, aud the impor-
tant fuct 1s mude to app: ar that 1he con-
sent of three-fourths of the Mtates—the
requisite nnmber—has not been constitu
rionally obtained to the ratification of that
awendment. thus leaving  the question of
slavery whire it eiood belore the amend
mnent was officially declared to have be-
cume a part of the Constitati n.

That the measure proposed by this bill
does vivlate the Constitution in the par~
ticuiars mentioned and in many other
ways which I forbear to enumerate, is too
clear to adwit of the le:st doubt. [t only
remains 10 consider whether the injunc~
tions of thatinstrument onghtto be obeyed
or not. Ithink they oughs to be vbeyed,
for reasons which I will proceed to give

as briefly as possible,

In the first place, it is the only system
of free government which we tan hope to
havs as a nation. When it ceases to be
the rule of oua conduct, we may perh«ps
tuke our choice between complete anarchy,
a consclidated despotism, and a total dis~
solation of the Union ; but national liber~
ty, r gulated by law, will bave passed be-
yord our reach,

It is the besc frame of government the
world ever saw. No othet is, or can be
so well adapted to the geeius, habits or
wants of the American people. Cumbins
ing the strength of a great empire with
anspeakable blessing of loeal self-govern-
ment—having a central power to defend
tuhe general interests, and recognizing the
authority of the State as the goardiand of
industrial rights, it is “the sheet-anchor
of our safety abroad and our peace at
home.” It wus ordained “to form a more
perfect union, establiish justice, insure do-
mestic tranquility, promoie the geueral
weltare, provide for the common defence,
and secure the blessings of liberty to ours
selves and to our posterity.” These great
ends have been attained heret fore, and
will be again, by faithful obedience to it,
but they are certain to be lost if we treat
with disregard its sacred obligation.

Tt was 10 punish the gross crime of de-
fying the constitution, aund to vindicate its
supreme authority, that we carried on a
bloody war of four years duraticn. Shall
we now acknowl.dge that we sacrificed a
million of lives and expended billions of
treasure to enforce a Constitution which
is not worthy of respect and preservation ?

Those who adv cated the right of se-
cession alleged in their own justification
that we had no regard for law, and that
their rights of property, life, and liberty
won'd not be safe under the constitation,
as admuoistered by us. If we now verify
their asserti n, we prove that they weré
in truth and in f ct fighting for their liber~
ty, and instead of branding their leaders
with the dishonoring name of traitors
against as righteous and legial govern-
ment, we elevate them in history to the
ratk of self sacrificing patriots, conses
crare them to the admiration of the world,
aud place them by tha side of Washing-
ton, Hampden and Sydoey. No, let us
leave them to the infamy they deserve,
punish them as they should be punished,
according to law, and take upon ourselves
no sharve of the odimmn which they should
Lear alone.

It is a part of our public history which
can never be forgotten that both Houses of
Congress, in July 1561, declared in the
form of a solemn resolution that the war was
and should be carried on for no purpose of
subjugation, but sorely to enforce the Con-
stitution and laws: and that when this
vielded by the parties in rebellion, the con-
test should cease, with the constitutional
rights of' the States and of individuals un-
impaired. The resolution was adopted and
sent forth to the world unanimously by the
Senate and with only two dissenting voices
in the -House. It was accepted by the
friends of the Union in the South, as well
as in the North, as expressing honestly and
truly the object of the war. On the faith
of it, many thousamds of persons in both
sections gave their lives and their fortunes
to the cause.  To repudiate it now by refu-
sing to the States and to the individuals
within them the rvights which the Constitu-
tion and the laws ot the Union would secure
to them, is a breach of our plighted honor
fur which 1 cannot voluntarily become a
party.

BE—————

The evils which spring from the unsettled
state of our Government will be acknowled-
zed by all. Commercial intercourse is im-

The» purvose and object of the bill—the |

i.to the hands of the negroes is an arbi~ |

peded, capital is in constant peril, publie
[ securities fincsuate in \'u]m', peace itselt is
[ not secure, and the sense of moral, and po-
] litical duty is impaired., To avert these ca-
limitics from our conntry. It is impera-
| tively reguired that we should imimnediately
| decide upon some course of administration
[ which can be steadfastly adhberred to. 1
am thourghly convineed thatany settlement,
or compromise, ot plan of action whieh is
inconsistent with the prineiples of the Con-
stitution wiil not only be mnavailing, but
mischievions ; that it will but multiply the
present evils instead of removing them. The
Constitution, iu its whole iniegrity and vig-
or, throughout the length and breadth of
the land, is the best off all compromises.—
Besides, our duty does not in my judzment,
leave us a choice between that andany oth-
er. 1 believe that it contains the remedy
that is 20 much needed, and that if the co-
ordinate branches of the Government would
unite upon its provisions they would be
tfound Ywoad enough and strong enough to
sustain in time of peace the nation which
they bore sately through the ordeal of &
protracted eivil war. Among the most sa—
cred gnarantees of that instrument are those
whicn declare that ‘“each State ghall have
at least one Representative,” and that “no
State without its consent, shall be deprived
of its equal suflrage in the Senate.” Each
House is made the “judge of the elections;
returns, and gualifications ot his own mem-
bers,” and may, “with the concurrence of
two-thirds, expel a member.” Thus, as
] heretofore urged,**in the admission of Sena-
tors and Representatives trom any and all
{oi the States, there ean be no just ground
of apprelension that persons who are dis-
loyal will be clothed with the powers of leg-
islation ; for this could not happen when
the Constitution and the laws are enforced
by a vigilant and fuithiul Congress.”—
“When a Senator or Representative pre-
sents his certiticate of election, he may at
once be admitted or rejected; or, should
there be any gquestion as to his eligibility,
his eredentiais may be referred for investi-
gation to the appropriate committee. If
admitted to a seat, it must be uponevidence
satisfutory to the House of which he thus
becomes a member, that he possesses the
requisite constitutional and legal gualifica-
tions. If refused admission as a member
for want of due allegisnce to the Govern-
ment, and returned to his constituents, they
are admonished that none but persons loyal
to the United States will be allowed a voice
in the Legislative Couneils of the Nation,
and the political power and moral influence
of Congress are thus cffectively exerted in
the interests of loyalty to the Government
and fidelity to the Union.” And isit no* far
better that the work of restoration should
be accomplished by simple compliance with
the plain requirements of the Constitution,
than by a recourse to measures which in
cfiect destroy the States and threaten the
subversion of the General Government $—
All that is necessary to settle this simple
but important question, without further ag-
itation or delay is a willingness on the part
of'all to sustain the Constitution and carry
its provissions into pratical operation. If
to-morow either branches of Congress
would declare that, upon the presentation
of their credentials, members constitution-
ally elected and loyal to the General Gov-
ernment would be admitted to seats in Con-
gress, while all others would be excluded
and their places remain vacant until the se-
lection by the people of loyal and qualified
persons; and if, at the same time, assu-
rance was given that the policy would be
continued until all States were represented
in Congress, it would send a thrill of joy
throughout the entire Jand, as indicating the
inaugurafion of a system which must speed=
ily bring tranquility to the public mind.
While we are legislating upon subjects
whic are of great importance te tho whole

‘which decide upon the destiny

o
-

the country, not only during the Tife of the FERTILIZERS.

‘present generation, but for ages to come, | sl = aa

we should remember that all men are enti-
tled at least to a hearing in the council
of them-
selves and their children. At present ten
States are denied representation; and when
the Fortieth Congress assembles on the
fourth day of the present month, siXteen
States will be without a voice in the House
of Representatives. This grave fact, with
the important questions before us, should
induce usto pause ina coﬁ:e of legislation
which lookiug sorely to the attainment of
political ends, fails to consider the rights it
trangressess, the law which it wiolates, or
the institution which it imperils.
ANDREW JOHNSON,

Wasmmveron, March 2d, 1867.

Local and llliscollamaq. 5

LATEST NEWS
BY TELEGRAPH !

ICE BLOCKADE RAISED!!

Communication opened be-
tween TARBORO’ and the
outside WORLD.

UST ARRIVED AND CONSTANT-
ly receiving choice selections of Dry

Groods, White Goods, HOSIERY,
Ready Made Clothing,
GROCERIES, HARDWARE,
CROCKERY,

BOOTS AND SHOES

of all descriptions,

Hats, Caps, &c.,
y AT THE -
NEW STORE,
OPPOSITE THE COURT HOUSE.

We invite the Ladies and Gentlemen of
this and surrounding Counties to give us
a call and examine our stock and prices,
before purchasing elsewhere.

COME AND SEE.
DON'T FORGET THE PLACE,

NEW STORE,

Opposite the Court Houss.
OUR TERMS ARE STRICTLY

Cash in Hand.
SMITH & WILLIAMS.

®arboro’, N. ., Feb, 7. 10—tf

A SPENDID HOME!
WORTH $5,000
FOR FIVE DOLLARS!

One Thousand Chances, $5 Each.

GRAND DRAWING!
On Wednesday Eveniny, 20th March, 18067.
AT THE
Court House in Wilson, N. C.
Seme Person must Draw the House!

HE SPLENDID RESIDENCE ON
Nash Street, in Wilson, N. C., be-
longingf to Mr, R. II. Blount, valued at

$5,000 and well worth this amount, being
finely located and all necessary conven-
iencen pertaining to a dwelling house, will
be drawn for on Wednesday, 20th March,
1867+

The drawing will be conducted in the
following manmer, viz: Onpe thousand
tickets, numbered from 1 to 1000 and regis-
tered, will be deposited in a close box and
the tickets well shaken together by a dis-
interested boy; another boy blindfolded
and selected by those interested, +ill place
his hand into a small opening in the hox
and draw therefrom only one ticket, the
holder and owner of the corresponding
number on the ticket drawn will be the
lucky winner of & Five Thousond Dollar
House.

Tickets for sale by

L. J. LABARBE,
Exclusive Agent,

Persons can  select any number they
choose from one to one thousand.

On receipt of Five Dollars I will send a
ticket by mail to any person, at my risk.

L. J. LABARBE.

Good legal title given to the sucgessful

person, feb. 14, 11—tf

TARBORO’ & WILSON,

SPECIAL NOTICE,
February, 1867,
NEW BOOTS & SHOES,
HATS,
CALICOES,
DOMESTICS,

WHITE GOODS,
FANCY GOODS, &ec. &c.

AM RECEIVING NEW AND SEA-
sonable goods every Monday and
Friday, by Express, and um sellibg them

at VERY LITTLE OVER EXPENSES.
E. ROSENTHAL.
feb. 14, 1867, 11—1m

To the Citizens of Edgecombe ind
Surrounding Counties.
E THE UNDERSIGNED, WHOD
have this 1 at, day of Janua-
rys 1867, entered into & co-partner
ghip for the purpose of carrying on the
Painting Business, most respectfully
ask your attention to the following:

We are prepared to do House, fign and
Orpamental work, such as Plain Painting,
Enameling, Calcemincing, Frescoing.
Staining glass or wood, Graining, Marble-
ing, Lettering, Scroll-work, Gilding on
glass or wood, Glazing and Paper hanging
in the latest and most apprdved style,

Having long eéxperience in the business
and witnessed the order of work in every
city of prominencé, in the United States;
we feel assurod in stating that we can give
entire satisfaction, and better work than
ean be gotten up by any parties in this
section, while our prices will be reasona-
ble. BASSETT, REYNOLDS & CO.
W. A. BASSETT, J T, BEYNOLDS, T. W, TOLER,

people, and which must affect all parts of
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jom, 17th, 1867, T—6m

PRO BOX0 PUBLICO! .

'THE ATTENTION OF ALL SUFFERER IS
INVITED TO THE 1
ANTI-MALARIAL BITTERS !

SURE REMEDY IS HERE PRE~
sented to the public for INTERMIT-
TENT FEVER, (Chills and Fever,) aad

all diseases arising from malarial poison-
i It is now a well ascertained fact that
xrly every derangement of the human
system, common in Mularial Districts, is
to a greater or less extent, dependext upomw
malarial poisoning; consequently; any
medicinal agent that will serve as g speci-
fic against this poisoning, must strike at
the root of the disease which is fosteted
and developed through its instrumentality.

THE ANTI--MALARIAL BITTERS

is an entirely origimal compound, having
superiority vver other remedies from the
mode of combining the medicinal agents.

THIS MEDICINE
has been extensively used, and, up to tLe
present time, has in no instance failed to
give the most unqualified #atisfaction,

IF THE DIRECTIONS ARE STRICTLY

FOLLOWED,
no case of Intermittent Fever, (Chills and
Fever,) no matter of how long standing
or of what degree of obstinacy, will fail
to succumb to the use of these Billerse
As a TONIC and PROPIITLACTIC, thd
remedy is without equal. Severe cases of
Indigestion, Derangements of Absorption
and Assimilation, Billiousness; Uneasiness,
Distension, Weight and Taifin the re-
gion of the Stomach, Loss of Appetite,
Lassitude, Muscular and General Debility,
Disturbed Circulation, Loss of Blood, Syn-
cope, Nervous Irritability, Mental Depres<
sion, &c., occurring in a Malarial District,
or in a patient who has spent some time
where Chills and Fever prevail, will readi»
ly yield to the use of this unequalled
medicine,

Our own confiderce in the merits of these
Bitters, ndded to a testimony 'universal
in the case of sufferers who have used
them, and accorded to the remedy their
unqualified approval, has induced us, at
very large expense, to secure the SOLE
RIGHT to manufacture tlis article from
the original recipe ; which recipe has beeit
experimented wupon, and = satisfactorily
proven to be superior to any compound, in
the treatment of the above mentioned dis,
eases, by one of the most learned physi-
cian® in the Unlted States.

D. T. EVERTS & CO.,
Petersburg, Va.

MANY CERTIFICATES RECEIVED BY US:

Forr's Deror, Va., Nov, 29, 1866, -
I bereby certify that I had been suffer-
ing for over two weeks, from severe attaets
of Chills and Fever, for which I had takem
medine and gained but temporary relief—
the Chills coming on ag:a'n in a few days
The Anti-Malarial Bitters were recom-
mernded to me, and I commenced taking
them at once, the use of which was marked
by immediate and certain relief from
Chills ; since which time, I find my general
health improved in a very satisfactery
manner.

I can conscientiongsly recommend ' the
use of these Bitters to all sufferers from
Intermittent Fever, (i?ever and Ague,) a8
a certain cure, A. 8. VAIDEN. -

Near Fr. Cuirrow, Va., }'—
Nov. 29, 1866,

Dear Sir:—Having a devere attack of
Chills, contracted on the lower Appemat-
tox River, I tried your Anti-Malarial Dit-
ters, and in & week was relieved entirely
from them I cheerfully recommend it to
those who are bothered with this disease.

Respectfully and truly yours,
~ E. HUGEE.

D. T. EverTs, Petersburg, Vi.

D. T. Everts: Sir—Having been id-
duced to try your valuable medicine in's
severe case of Ague and Fever, contrasted
on the Appomattox River; it gives me grefit
pleasure to state that it gave me entire
relief almost instauntaneous, after suffering
some months and trying various doctors
and remedies. I will here recommend all
who are suffering from the above, to give
it a fair trial,

Respectfully yours,
JOIIN WYTHE PARKS,
feb. 23, 13—tf Norfolk, Va,

e e e ————— —
CHRISTMAS ! CHRISTMAS!!

CONFECTIONARIES,

JUST RECEIVED AT

J. . SPRAGGLVS,
AT THE POST OFFICE. = .
Candies, Nuls, Fruils, Sauécés,
Pickles, Cake, Crackers, Can
Fruits, Lobsters, Oys-
ters, Lemons, Oran-
ges, Cigars, To-
baceo, &c., &¢.

Fire Works of Every Description:
In fact every Article usually kept im
a First Class Confectionary. e is alse
prepared to furnish at the shortest notice
any article in any quanmtity, for Balls,
Parties, Pic Nice, &e, CALL AT THE
POST OFFICE. dec 13, 3-tf

LET CEARITY BEGIN AT HOME.

S COMPETITION IS AGAINST ME,

and critits threaten me on every side,
I must thanuk my customers and the citi-
zens of Fdgecombe and adjoining counties
for the liberal patronage which has heieto-
fore been extended to me, and hope I nmy
(by strict attention to business) still contin-
ue to merit their favors. I am still carr—-
ing on my BARBERING at the old Stand
under the Edgecombe House, and am' pre-
pared to do all work entrusted to me with
neatuness and the very best style. I will
not promise to do work bette? and cheaper
than any other barber, but all I ask is to
give me a trial, and I feel confident that
I can please all,

JAMES E. SIMONSOX, arber
Shop under the Edgecom.

f€b. 28th 1867, 12-1%

READ THE FOLLOWING FROM AMONG THR

A NEW AND SPLENDID ASSORTMENT OF




