
•• M-

%• 

\ 

n 

DEVOTED TO THE A.OK»IOXJ3LITXJK#A.1LJ INTERESTS OP THE NORTHERN PAOIFIO COUNTRY. 

VOL. II. { 
NO. 26. ) WADENA, MINN. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1879.| ( TERMS $1.50 PER YEAR 

I IN ADVANCE. 

Stockraising in Northern Minnesota. 

ED. N. P. FARMER : Having received two 
letters from your county asking my opinion 
as regards the best breed of swine for a farm
er to raise, I thought that I would reply 
through your paper, hoping that other breed
ers will reply through the same medium, 
and make your paper interesting to the 
farmer and breeder. * ' 

My preference is the "Berkshire" for. the 
following reasons . 1. They are free from 
disease, (generally speaking.) 2d. They are 
active and good 1'eedeis, 3d. They are 
prolific breeders and make good mothers. 
4th. They mature early and fatten readily 
at any age, and make the best pork of any 
breed that I ever raised, and I have raised 
all except the Poland China. 

In selecting breeders be sure to not get 
them of kin, and get those that keep easy, 
and above all get none but the pure breed 
that are entitled to registry. And here let 
ine advise your numerous farmers and breed
ers not to go out of the State to buy their 
stock, as you c^n get as go^l if not better in 
the State than outside. I have bought from 
breeder! in sister States, and paid big prices 
and did not get near as good stock as I got of 
C. A. De Graff, Importer of breeds of blooded 
stock of all kinds,'and of the best quality, 
and what he ships will be as good if not bet
ter than he represents And right here let 
me add that it will pay any farmer or breed
er to visit his stock farm at Janes vil e, Wa
seca county, Minn., and look over his stock. 
Our State is fortunate in having such an en
thusiastic breeder and gentleman as Mr. De-
(xraff, who spends time and money in having 
the best the country affords, and places his 
stock in'the market ac prices so low that 
they are within the reach of all tanners. 

I should be pleased to give my experience 
in breeding stock of any kind or answer en
quiries with regard to stock through the 
medium of the N. P. FARMER during'the 
winter, and trust that other breeders may do 
the same and try and make the FARMER one 
of our leading agricultural papers. 

. . .  . , y  . . .  

The Farmer as a Hunter. 

Hunting is an healthful' and exciting re
creation, and in some c... e proves remuner
ative as well as enjoyable; but should not 
be indulged in to such an extent that your 
business suffers in consequence. The suc
cessful farmer is just as much a business 
man as the merchant, and farming may be 
made just as much a science as the study of 
geology. Therefore to make farming suc
cessful iu tha highest decree it mast neces
sarily receive the careful thought and atten
tion of tlie manager. There is no saason of 
the year when a farmer c m turn his atten
tion to something else, other than his bnsi-
ness with ultimate profit to himself. A 
merchant would not think of closing his 
store LO go hunting for days at a time, and 
if he did you would call him foolish. Is 
not your business as important to you as the 
merchants is to him? If the merchant can 
afford to hire somebody to conduct his busi
ness during his absence for a short period, 
well and good. The same with the farmer. 
If his business is such that he oan afford to 
hire his work done and his business does not 
suffer by his absence that is well enough. 
There are many things which farmers in this 
country may do through the winter months 
to enhance the value ol their property. The 
thrifty farmer does not wander through the 
wood; day in and day out with a gun on his 
shoulder, but is all the while devising means 
to add to the attractiveness of his home and 
the profit of his business This is not to say 
ihut hunting is objectionable in the farmer 
any more than in any other business man, 
and only becomes so when he allows any
thing which should be done about his prop
erty to remain undone while he indulges in 
the chase. "All work and no play makes 
Jack a dull boy," but reverse the words 
"work" and '•piny"-an! you will have an 
infinitely worse boy than you would under 
the original adage. 

^'Nothing succeeds like success" but suc
cess seldom crowns the efforts of any person 
in more than one direction, i, e. A man 
seldom realizes the full measure of success 
in more than one particular;, The lawyer 
•cannot combine mercantile business with 
lii-t law practice and be individually success
ful at either. The doctor could not be an 
editor and doctor at the same time and 
achieve any eminence in one or the other. 
So it is with the farmer. His farm is his 
business and profession, and he becomes a 
professor who masters the art of farming just 
as much as the man who go'rs through col
lege and masters the knowledge of. mcdi. 

cine. In . whatever vocation a man may 
choose to earn his livelihood that bocomes 
his bnsiness, and the more time he devotes 
to labor and thought in that direction the 
greater will be the measure of his success. 
But let him divide his time, this day to one 
thing and the next to something ent irely in 
another direction and the chances are that 
he succeeds at nothing. 0 f course there are 
times when the fnrmsr can hunt with profit, 
not pecuniarily but as a panieca to brijg rest 
to his tired brain and prepare him for the 
v o k to come. There is no objection to 
hunting in the farmer at allexcept to him
self, and it. is he who is to decide for himself 
whether he can afford to hunt or do any
thing else outside of his farm. 

If his stock is all well provided for against 
the cold blasts of winter; if he has no fenc-. 
ing, no cord wood, ties or logs that he could 
get out if he chose; no improvements to be 
made to hia house; nothing to read which 
would give him valuable hints about his 
farm work; his machenery all well protect
ed and so taken care of that everything will 
goto work like clock work next season, in 
fact if there is nothing for him to do about 
ihe farm, then hunting becomes a good 
amusement livery day shortens a man's 
life, and sweetest is the sleep of him who 
utilizes every God-given moment to the 
best advantage. 

LOCAL,. 

Charlie Stuart is expected home the latter 
part of this week. 

Remember the oyster supper at the school 
house Thanksgiving. 

Fresh oysters at Burch & Co's. # 

We see by some of our exchanges that the 
weather is growing cooler. > 

Gen. Thomas' statue was unveiled in 
Washington yesterday with imposing c>re-
monies. 

Anton Gates has moved to Wadena with 
his family and started a blacksmith shop op
posite Mr. Luce's residence. 

Wm. Bement, a new-comer from Iowa, is 
buildingasiyiall.ho.use on, Third, street lor-a 
res-idence. lie will team during the winter. 

E. E. Luce, Esq., is over to F :rgus Falls 
courting, His wile remains at home and 
does not seem to make much ado about it-

The wives of Messrs. Meyer & Coon came 
upon them suddenly last night by the train. 
The boys were a good deal surprised, .13 they 
were not looking for them. 

Mr. Canterbury lias a first class horse-collar 
makenin the person of Mr. Burton. They 
are now making horst collars a specialty, and 
the collars are better than can be found in 
common market. 

We understand that Mr. Fred Lowe, who 
was run over by the cars at. this place some 
time ago, is not doing as well as at first ex
pected he would, and it is said he will have 
to lose both legs just above the ankle. 

Mr. E. Berry, who lias been one of the 
head workmen on the Wadena mill since its 
commencement last 411 ne, lias gone to his 
home in Pine City. He will return to Wa
dena next spring if he succeeds in selling 
his farm at Pine City. 

The farmers of the State should fight shy 
ofapairof sharpers who represent them
selves as Blaucliard & Bcstwick of Mi n ipo-
lis, and who are ostensibly selling agricultu
ral implements or establishing agencies for 
their sale in the rural districts but who are 
fleecing and swindling the farmers instead. 
There is no such firm in Minneapolis nor ha5? 
there ever been, so far as is known, and the 
pair are doubtless frauds. 

Theodore Mamer, a practical macliinest, 
who has been looking for a location, lias 
purchased the house and lot of James Lamb, 
and has returned to Hastings where he has 
a brass and iron foundry. He proposes to 
dispose of his business there as soon as j o ;si 
ble and move to Wadena and establish a 
foundry and machine shop here. Thus they 
come. 

The family of Mr. Burton were liliug 
through the timber a day or two since, and 
suddenly came upon two monstrous u ;ks 
engaged in angry combat. One of them was 
thrown just as the team came in sight of them 
and the boys set their small bulldog' upon 
him. The dog leaped upon the monster and 
grabbed him by the throat, hanging on with 
true bulldog grit until the boys had knocked 
him on the head with an ax. The ether 
buck stood a short distance o.'-F pawing the 
earth and trying his horns on the adjoining 
tries, but as luck would have it the boys 
had no gun and consequently could not bag 
him so handily. It is very s'cj<l»tn tl.at deer 
are kill.etf with aiiflx. 

There is a time and place for everything, 
but the proverbially ."funny" man is 110 re-» 
spector of persons or occasion when he wish
es to relieve himself of some meant-to-be 
witty idea. » 

Mr. A. Cowen, who is extensively known 
in this part ol the State, as a dealer in farm 
machinery, came to Wadena about a month 
ago and, after spending several days here, 
departed ostensibly tor Racine, Wis., but 
had not since been seen or heard from. He 
left a team at the Wadena House stable, 
which remained thei« uncalled for until 
Monday last, when sortie relatives called for 
it and took it back to Fergus Fall?. Some 
parties claiming to have a mortgage on the 
team have since called for it. There are va
rious rumors afloat, as usual, as to the prob
able reason of Mr. Cowen's riivsterious dis
appearance. Some speak of the sudden de
parture of a Fergus Falls lady and nod their 
heads significantly. Others say lie has left 
the country for the country's good. At all 
events he has departed. 

Is It Murder ? 
Mr. Jones, living in Deer Creek, Otter 

Tail county, about live miles from Wadena, 
is a pension soldier, and as such is exempt 
under the law from paying poll tax. Not
withstanding this fact, he was sued some 
time ago for poll tax to the amount of $3.00 
and judgment rendered against him by a 
justice of the peace named W. S. Ileatlicote 
for that amount, together with costs, making 
a total of §9.00, and an execution was issued 
against the goods and chatties of Mr. Jones 
to satisfy the judgment. The papers were 
taken to the sheriff of the county to be serv
ed but, being aware of the circumstances, he 
refused to do so, as did also his deputy, Mr. 
Knudson. Their next alternative was em
braced and a man named Wilson sworn in 
as deputy constable and in company with 
two men named Sanford aud Hoyt last Mon
day repaired to Mr. Jones' house during his 

absence (he being employed in the Wadena 
mill) and proceeded to carry off a large 
breaking plow to satisfy the j udgmen t. Mrs, 
Jones objected to this plan and tried to pre 
vent the men from carrying off the plow, 
which they had partially raised to the wagon 
box, and in doing so placed herself between 
the plow and the wagon. The men con
tinued their operations regardless and in 
some unaccountable manner gave the woman 
a terrible jam by forcing the plow upon her. 
She managed to get to the house and Mr. 
Jones was sent for. Early Tuesday morning 
a neighbor was dispatched for Dr. C'omett, 
but being out of town he did not get the 
word until nearly noon, lie reports that 
her injuries are internal and very serious 
but hopes they will not prove fatal. These 
are the facts in brief as near as can now be 
obtained. Who the faulty parties are re
mains to b<? sesn. One thing is verrv evident 
and that is that Justices of the Peace in this 
frontier couutry should either be restricted 
in power or their qualification to fill the oilice 
more strictly fixed by law with a view to 
securing men of more legal understanding to 
dispense jnsticc. 

The Grist. 
Thanksgiving one week from to-day, and 

we have no Turkey... .The FARMER is one 
year old to-day... .Correspondents will 
please refrain from advertising themselves 
in communications. We have advertising 
columns for that purpose... .The wind 
whistled wildly'Wednesday... Pressou & 
Ostrander have nearly completed their ad
dition ...Fritz thinks lie will have to 
change his location... Mr Strasburg is erect
ing a good stable....There was a show in 
town Tuesday night for children Some 
men supposed to have an interest in the vil
lage made themselves conspicuously absent 
at the citizens ineeting> Where the ulti
mate end justifies all ho obi means, spare 
not the means A direct road from Wa
dena to Shell River is to be surveyed and 
cut immediately. S'» say we all.. .Colds 
are somewhat prevalent Mr. Darling is 
to survey the new road to Shell River.... 
Mr. Williams, of Wrighstown, was iu town 
Monday and paid us for two years' of the 
FARMKR... .Peter Brate thinks it wonld be 
a good scheme to have a shooting match on 
Tlianksgsving day.... Mr. Skinner is expect
ed in a few days... .Wadena had a dis
tinguished visitor Tuesday... .Many farm
ers would make more at hauling in wood 
than they do at hunting deer Pcrbain has 
go >d- sidewalks 011 her front street ... Better 
pull up the town well and spread it over, the 
park for a skating rink....The average 
youth of Wadenalboketh mournfully around 
for a frozen puddle to skate upon. 

Neighborhood News. 

LEAF RIVER. 

From our own correspondent. 
Leaf River boometh. 
The crack of the hunter's rifle keeps com-

pr.uy for the women and children. 
Sinceilie law don't charge anything for 

killing deer and buck skins adorn the fences 
and bushes around the pioneer cabins. 

J. F. Williams killed the boss deer. He 
had nine points on his horns and the lead 
out of a box ol' cartridges in him. 

The boys have returned from their Shell 
Lake hunt, and judging from their pile of 
game the farmer boys treat will be kinder 
small unless tliey are fond of mink and 
skunk hides as their succces in hunting run 
in that direction. 

Our sawmill is running at full blast and is 
doing first-class work. 

Leaf River has to give room for two more 
lioosiers. Messrs. William and S. E.Morical 
of Ked Key, Ind., took up quarters among 
us last week. If we get a few more lioosiers 
I wonder if we won't be entiiled to a Repre
sentative in the Indiana Legislature. Hoos-
iers are awful folks to hold a county seat. 
I think some of them had better go to 
Wadena. 

W. R. Coons haT taken a Homestead on 
section 8. Now he is O. K. 

PARKERS PRAIRIF. 

From onr own correspondent. 
This warm weather is just the thing for 

the farmers to finish up their fall plowing, 
and other fall work. 

John G. Nelson is still threshing,.and will 
finish the last setting this week. 

Our church is to be lurnislied with two 
new stoves. 

Mr. La Rue, our school teacher, is giving 
writing lessons at the school room on 
Wednesday and Friday evenings. 

Dr. Foward has become a member of the 
Parker's Prairie Cemetery A sociation. Lots 
ready for sale, 

Alexandria still gets the most of our wheat. 
FARMER SHARK. 

FLOYD SETTLEY, ENT. 
From OUT:.OVFM correspondent.- . 

Well we are all on the move and are en
joying good heal ill, but greeny. He was 
down to Verndale the other night for green 
amusement, and fell through the railroad 
bridge, but came out all right except skin
ned shins. 

Viola's old beau Billy Brooks came back 
in time to take her to a dance at Verndale 
last Friday night. The fun of it was the 
wagon tongue came out and they had a hard 
tune to g'.'t it back again, and coming home 
they got lost in the Jack Pines, Well 1 sup
pose they wanted to make the road as long 
as possible. Clara s:iys she has got Albert 
sure as Billy is here. 

Nathan Palmer an.l party have been up 
north hunting. 

The Modoc Band expect a call to play for 
a dance over the Leaf River before long. 

A. Williams is away at present slinging 
beer over Vanzant's counter. 

Verndale has a boss fiddler and a lawyer. 
ONCE IN A WHILE, 

C0MPT0N. 
From our own correspondent. 

Mr. Man love is about again. 
Bulchcring is the order of the day. 
Ruius Darling, of Alexandria, is lip 011 a 

short visit. 
Another new comer from Clear Lake, Iowa, 

George McNamer. Wshould be 'glad to 
have him settle here. 

Mr. Israel West had a bone in his foot 
broken by a hog tramping upon it. Queer, 
but true. 

M r .  N e l s o n ,  t h e  I l l u s i o n i s t  g a v e  m  e n t e r 
tainment at the school house Saturday even
ing. The audience was rather small owing 
to the short notice given, but were welt 
pleased with the performances. Mr. Nelson 

is ail Italian and an exceptionally line violin
ist. He gives an entertainment at the Oak 
Valley school house Sec. 8 on Tuesday even
ing. There seems to be a great scarcity oi 
Thanksgiving turkey, but rabbits are plenty 

let us bs thankful for rabbits. MCGGIXS. 

WING RIVER. 
From our Special Corresjiomieut. 

Every thing seem tu Lave a.-Miuied a quie. 
attitude. Fiumeis have all tl'.f ir lall work 
done and soine appear U> be burrowed for the-
winter others making preparations for spend
ing tlicir winter in the iiunber woods. 

Our county commissioners have not as yet 
arrived from the Shell River country 011 the 
survey pf a county road to Verndale. 

1 thu glad to hear of their being one 
peaceable and happy settlement in Wadena 
Co, and if Mr. "Once in a while" will please 

torm us out here in Wipg River how they 

manage to get the peace; as we would like a 
little of it among HS: but for the happy, i 
will come 111 its place, all right, if we' can 
only get a little of the other. 

Still they come and plenty room for more,; 
a Mr. Welsh 'rom Iowa settled 011 N. E. 1-4 
of Sec. 22 and has put him up a house and 
intends stopping with us. 

Any one having a fair yoke of oxen or 
steers to trade for horses or sell for part cash 
will fiud a good chance if he will just step 
down this way TRAMP 

LEAF RIVER MILLS-
Froni onr own correspondent. 

Leaf ltiver Mill is situated five one-half 
miles from Wadena and is now rnnning at 
full blast, Wright & Adams proprietors. 

The bridge is leady to be put in and in 
a few days the crossing will be all right. 

You may just say to Wonzer that we will 
be easy on him this time but if he attempts 
to feed us on kerosene and lucifer matche* 
again we ihallhave an investigation. 

PROGRESS. 

I'ADDOCKS VALLEY. • 
Since we offer ,our little help to the 

1*ARMER allow us to say for ourselves, as we 
are set apart from our country towns, that 
we don't for once forget our locality, know
ing well that the time is not far off when 
business with capital must visit us in our 
new-found land. It is true that we are a 
long way from market, and at present noth
ing to market. But with all our present 
misfortunes we wish to offer a word to the 
public as to our future prospects. Bottomed 
by one of the richest and handsomest valley.* 
of the northwi s', surrounded by hard wood 
and lacked up by one of the best lumbering 
countries ever penetrated by creatures. Ly
ing within the bounds of one of the best 
driving streams in Minnesota, not to men
tion the four water powers within five miles. 
And abundance of game from a rabbit to a 
moose, of which we will gladly share with 
any one. Come and see us and eat venisou 
and irish potatoes. EXPERIEVCE. 

Grant and the much mooted third term 
business is still being discussed by the 
national papers. ^ That Mr. Grant d_oes«. not 
desire a third term is a fact from his own 
lips. That he is a magnificent American no 
one can deny truthfully that tlier* are other 
men equally as good statesmen for the next 
president no one has attempted to question. 
Then let the great hero rest at least a short 
four years, and honor some of our time tried 
Statesmen with the office of chief executive. 

MARRIED—111 Wadena on the 10th inst. 
by R-v. William De-nley, Robert Neii, ol 
Ottor Tail county, to M.iry Hacker of Wade
na county. 

Bluff tin School Report. 

The statistics for the month of October are 
as follows. Entire number enrolled,. 43. 
Average daily a'tendance 27- Cases of tardi
ness 17. Number of visitors 18. 

Average standing in scholarship, deport
ment and attendance 

Minnie Handy 100. Amy Hurst 9.") 1-2 
Mabel Low 09, Millie Walker 99. Charles 
Stow 98, Florence Crabtree 98, Dana Rolli-
98, Clara Maltby 97, Eve Miller 96, William 
Miller 95, Annie Ander-on 95, Emma Walk
er 95, Thomas Handy 94, Mary Kramer 93 
Tobe Rice-9J, Ira Miller 92, Alice Low 91' 
Clias. I bind 90, I/zzie Hurst 90, Joseph 
llui>t 89, Mary Chase ,9j>, Lizzie Miller 89. 

LOTTIE J. ROSSMAX, Teacher. 

Proposal for Woodt 

Sealed proposals will be received for 
School District No. 1, until 12 oMock m 
Nov. 29, 1879, at the office of John N. Her-
ron, District Clerk, for wood in the follow
ing proportions; 

a cords half of green and half of dry Tama-
arack 3 feet long. 

3 cords half of green and half of dry tama
rack 4 feet long. 

5 cords of green oak 3 feet long. 
3 coi ds of green oak 4 feet long. 

To be delivered at the school house in Wa
dena 011 or before December 25, 1879. 

, C. H. PEAK, Director. 

Notice. 
I have seasoned floor i 11 and siding for 

sale ::t Blniiton. Car load jus' received 
Also a span of horses and yoke of oxen for 
sal • t tiade. 

C. M. MALTBY. • 

Cla 'j witli ttie Parmer. 

The Farmer will be sent to any address 
together with the following named journals, 
at the prices set opposite their nones, for 
cash in advance: 
Pioneer Press ' f:*,-
Western Rural !!!!'! "" V 2 90 
Harper's Wckly or Magazine, each. . 4 9:> 
Minnesota F.irmer 17-, 
American Agriculturist. ' o 70 
Sst. Paul \\Ctdily Globe 2 :"0 
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