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Beltraml
Co. Won

Its Case in the Supreme Court.---
Law Limiting our Tax Levy
Declared Uneonstitutional.

- The people of Beltrami are
jubilant—there is joy .in every
heart, every shoulder is thrown
back—a shout of victory is heard
on every breeze! And why not?
For the flrst time a Beltrami
citizen can say that he is as good
as the citizen of any other county;
that Beltrami is no longer a
pauper bowing to the state legis-
lature, nor a slave to the wheel

of the lumbermen’s chariot.

Last Friday the supreme court
by Judge Collins handed down a
decision declaring the act of 1897,
which limited the tax levy in the
-counties of Beltrami and Cass, to
be unconstitutional. A decision
was given in the circuit court last
February which held that the law

was valid and that the tax levy of
the following year was invalid.
The relief act passed last winter
raising the limit to $60,000 is also
invalidated by this decision.

This is such a big victory that
it is hard to comprehend just
what it involves. In the future
there will be no special limit on
the tax levy of the county,and the
standing pine will have to pay
its share of county’s expenses,
The lumber companies have re-

ceived a hard jolt, and they can| |
no longer demand a rebate when |

They have lost | E
their club. Had it not been for| §

paying big taxes.

the relief measure passed last
winter the amount of taxes di-
rectly legalized by this decision
would be about $63,000.

The case was certified up to
the supreme court by Judge Mc-
Clenahan at the requestof County
Attorney Street, because the
judge considered the question
involved of great public import-
ance, In his decision on the

‘question of constitutionality, it

SEMI-ANNUATL

Millinery Sale

stock of Ladies’, Misses’
Hats.

Thursday Morning we will place on sale our entire

and Children’s Trimmed

Our Millinery is all the product of the well
known factory of D. B. Fisk & Co., of Chicago. They
are Chicago’s tony milliners,

When you buy a hat of

us you know that it is right.
Ladies’ $5.00 Trim-
med Hats for..

* $3.48
%ﬂgﬁg;:t:%o?ﬁ% $3.00

: .Iadiaa 33 &Tﬁm-_
med Ha.ts for..

- Ladies’ $300Tr1m-

med Hats for. . $2 25
s fan o $2.00
Ladies’ $2.00 Trim- $ l 50

med Hats for..

$2 50 -

Ladies’ $2.25 Shirt
Waist Hats

Ladies’ $2.00 Shjrt
Waist Hats ......

s

1.69
139

-------

Anmoohats ......

ALl 75¢ ha.ts .......... .

All50chats............

GIRLS' MUSLIN DRAWERS.
Made of good quality muslin, trimmed
with 3-in. embroidery. sale price 19c¢

LAI{{ES' SIPK W.‘}IS}%‘&. -
Taffeta s waists, worth to
SR DI0Y  F e s ae s s lorsts s are s #3.48

SHIRT WAISTS.

Ladies’ shirt waists, white and color-
ed, worth up to $1.50 49c
OUR NEW DEPT.

For the covenience of the tailors and
dressmakers of this section, we have

added to our stock a tailors’ trim-

ming department. We have in stock
gerge, farmers’ satin, canvas, halr
cloth, Skinner satin, etc.

MERCHANT TAILORING.

We do not say much about merchant
tailoring, as we like to see as much
work as possible done in Bemidji; but
to those who for any reason wish their
work done outside, we want to say
that we represent the best wholesale
tailor in Chicago. In addition to his
guarantee yon have ours. You take
no chances. Price, $12.00 to $30.00 a
siit.

Store Closes a,ti
8 p. m. Saturdays |
10 p. m. All da.y
" Sundays.

i Our Millinery
| Sale will

Next Wednesday
Night, June 5th.

Close

Bemidji. -

OLeary &

Bowser

Minn.

DUNN CONGRATULATES.
To W. F. Street, Bemidji, Minn.:

St. Paul, Minn., May 24.—Accept
my heartfelt congratulations over su-
Jpreme court decision. I always main-
tained the law was unconstitutional.
R. C. DUNN, State Auditor.

seems that Judge MecClenahan
felt bound by the case of Spencer | &
vs. Griffith, a Cass county case f_;':}'_

decided by the supreme court in
1899, wherein the act was de-
clared constitutional so far as it
related to terms of office of the
county commissioners appointed
by the governor. In the present

case Mr. Walker relied largely.
on Spencer vs. Griffith in the|#8
supreme court, but that body ex-

plained that case away and take
that the people of Cass and Bel-

counties.

The decision comes as a great
surprise to our people. Only a
few had sanguine hopes. It
looked hopeless for DBeltrami
county, weak in influence,

He had fought the Becker county
case twice and killed it in the
supreme court, but he realized
that this was many times a more
difficult case. But it was uncon-
stitutional and he knew it. He
prepared a 17-page brief, loaded
with the dynamite of figures and
the flint of logic. And in the re-
sultant explosion last week Bel-
trami came out on top and Walk-
er’s adjutants were blown into
the condition called “fits.”” We
wish to emphasize the fact that
Mr. . Street prepared and con-
ducted this case alone and un-
aided, for fear the News will say
this week that Street hired ex-
pensive attorneys at the cost of

the county, or that Street was in
the employ of Walker.

Belowwe give a cowmplete text of
Judge Collins’ decision:
In re Proceedings to Enforce Payment
1900
State of Minnesota, Plaintiff, )
Vs, : '
Thomas B, Walker, Red River l

Lumber Co., Thomas B. Wal- |
ker & H. C. Akeley, Defendants |

COLLINS, J.

In proccedings to enforce payment

gr L

& Bemidji, -

-

BLOOSTON..

IS NOW OPEN WITH A FULL LINE OF

MERCHANT TAILORING SUITS'

Made to Order from $16 Up.

a plain stand on the square issue ||

THURSDAY, MAY 80, 1901,

class

Would carry in stock.

BEMIDJI, MINN.

§ The opening of spring reminds us of Wheels,

ing or a little Truing up? = We have everything in the line of Bicycle Sundries, and

Don’t You Believe!

1§ ‘where. Our Goods tor Quality Can't be Beat.
|88 the Lowest.

do all kinds of repairing.

We have a large'assortment of “Builders’ Hardware,” ‘‘Heavy Hardware,
ware.”” “Tinware,”’ “Harnesses,” “Saddlery Goods,” “House Furnishings,” *‘Cook
Stoves,’’ “The Best On Earth Ranges,” Camp Stoves, Mats, in fact everything a first

‘Hardware and_—
(General Merchandlse Store

Give us a call.

McCualg

Is your wheel in repair, does it need clean-

Our Prices

“Light [Hard-

TELEPHONE NO, 1.

& Ludmgton

trami ave like the people of other |~

crippled in purse to fight the'-_' ,
| beayiest lumbermen of the state i
<1 their nalimited wéalth, “pull”
¥ |and hired attorneys. But County
| Attorney Street was undaunted.

of Taxes Delinquent in January, |

ottaxea in Beltrami county, for the
year 1898. there have been certified up
two questions for the determination of
this court. These questiouns are:

"1, Is the limitation upon the levy-
ing and collection of taxes in Beltra-
mi cotinty contained in Chapter 99 of
T.aws of 1807 constitutional and valid?
oL t_te llmltguo:n be valid, what

tended racpect!voiy agalnst derundsnu’
‘property ‘proceeded aga.innt in these
actions?’

Our answer to the first disposes of
the case. One feature of the chapter
in question was before us in Spencer
vs. Grifith, 74 Minn. 55, in which we
held the act constitutional, in so far
as it provided for the appointment by
the governor of officers who should
hold office for four years, that is, for
about two years after the ensuing
election at which county officers were
ordinarily and usually to be elected
by the people. This decision was put
upon the ground that there might be
some substantial reason, which the

legislature in its discretion deemed
sufficient, for the distinction which
was made as to the counties referred
to in the act and about to be organ-
ized.

As a matter of fact there were but
two counties organized at the time of
this enactment and to which it ap-
plied, one being Beltrami, the other

special law regulating the affairs of
these counties and prescribing the
powers and dutiés of their taxing offi-
oers, because it limits the total taxes
to be levied in each for any one year
for the period of ten years, to the um
of $12,000 for all purposes whatso-
ever, with the exceptions speclally
provided for in the section. If it is,
in fact, a special or local'act, 'it comes
within the comnstitutional prohibition
found in Sec. 33, Art. 4. We have re-
peatedly had this particular provision

of the constitution under considera-
tion, and the rules by which each case
is to be determtned have been laid down

/1808 ex- | Cass.  The particular objection made |

to this act is that it is a local and.

in as many as twenty cases, commenc-
ing with Nichols vs. Walter, 37 Minn.,
264, and ending with Murray vs.
Board, 84 N. W., (Mion.) 104. A
clear and deflnite statement thereof is
as follows:

‘‘Legislation limitea in its relation
to particular sub-divisions of the

state, to be valld, MUst. rest on SOme

 charateristio .o
dlalesh!us the places
from those excluded.”

This rulﬁ enln.md upon' 18 Well o i

formulated in respondent’s brief, thus:

‘‘The rule has been definitely set-
tled, for this state, that a law will
only be declared void upon this
ground when it makes arbitrary and
unnatural distinctions between the ob-
jects to which it is intended to apply
ard others of the same kind in sub-
stantially the same situation; but, if
the classification be one already ex-
isting, or founded on legitimate differ-
ences in situation, population or re-
cognized or inherent. condit.!ons, the

l'uur.lnued on Lrlll.uﬂnl l"uge

SPECIAL....

Men's Fancy Negligee Shirts
and All Styles and Colors. ...

The Largest Assortment of
Men’s Fine Summer Ties at. .

Pants to Order from $5 Up.

| SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
Cleaning and Repairing Neatly Done at Reasonable Prices Next Door

to Wheelock’s Store

MAILING ORDERS PROMI’TLY ATTENDED TO.

- Minnesota.

Neat Eid.tl' Pa.ttum

i Men's Slippers. .

49c
olc |

| Men’s Soft Bosom (Il A g
Outing Shirts in 7 O

< .
6dc

Men's

$6-50

Men's

Men’s Skeleton
Suits in the Latest

Styles at

| T
| Men's Fast Colored, Black and 8C
| "Pan, half hose, per pair...........

|

|

|

Fancy Dress
Shoes at .

Boy's Hpmy All-wool
Knee Pants. . Il o

| with Waterproof Sole at
|

A LOTTERY....

EANS sometimes you get your money’s worth; butmost

of the time you don’t. It is the same way in buying
Clothmg Patronize a One Price House and you get your
money’s worth; buy elsewhere and you have a lottery.

Boy'sOveralls................ 1 9C
§3.98

Enamel Shoes

Bemidji

BAR\TEY BURTON,

ONE PRICE CLOTHIER.

Minnesota.

-!nc}udod .

il Py e i

i‘l"_- i




