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How Helen Porter Religious
ly Complied With Home

stead Laws. 

WRECKERS WORK 

Effort Made to Ditch the East 
Bound Passenger Train Near 

Barley Last Night. 

SHEVLIN TALKS OF 
BEMIDJI 

THE CASE IS PARALLEL WITH 
MANY OTHERS. 

Unprofessional Conductof Bemidji i 
Attorney in Matter an Open 

Question. 

The story of the case of Miss 
Helen Porter whose claim to a. 
homestead in Itasca county was 
recently contested before the 
United States Land Commission
er at Cass Lake, and gave rise to 
a charge of unprofessional con
duct on the par t of the Bemidji 
attorney, through the columns of 
a Cass Lake newspaper, and so 
thoroughly aroused the indigna
tion of the local legal profession 
tha t they addressed a letter to 
the editor of the paper asking 
that the attorney's name be/pub
lished, has two sides as most 
stories do, and the one which the 
Pioneer is enabled to publish to
day is quite as interesting as the 
tme which has already been told 
by the Cass Lake Voice. 

Miss Helen Porter as the story 
which reaches this paper 
goes is a misguided young 
woman, who was located on a 
claim in Itasca county by a locat
ing agency at Minneapolis or St* 
Paul, who indulge in the business 
strictly as a business proposition 
and with but slight regard for 
the requirements of the home
stead laws as the actually ap
plied, and is not .a much abused 
heroine of the frontier type whom 
all men admire and do honor. 

The circumstances are some
thing like this: A land company 
a t one of the Twin Cities was re
sponsible for Miss Por ter ' s loca
tion on the land in which the con
tes t was brought. Miss Porter 
like most of the patrons and 
clients of the, land company was 
informed that if she spent one 
night on the land every six 
months she could acquire title. 
The land agency had of its em
ployes in Itasca county build a 
shanty on the place and the lady 
ao religiously compled with the 
homestead laws that when a 
par ty of North Dakota gentlemen 
visited it about a year after the 
date of her filing, it gave every 
indication of having been deser
ted and there was absolutely 
nothing done in the way of im
provement beyond the building 
of a shanty. The lady did not 
actually live on the land and 
make it her home as the law pro
vides and never had. A contest 
case was accordingly instituted 
and an abundance of evidence 
was introduced in the matter 
when it came before the United 
States Land Commissioner to 
prove that she had not complied 
with the provisions of the home
stead law. 

Notice of the contest was 
acknowledged in due time by 
Miss Por ter ' s attorney at St, 
Paul and two days before the 
case came before the commis
sioner atBlapkdutk, Oscar Busse, 
the contestant, who resides in 
Pembina county, North Dakota, 
was visited by a gentleman who 
represented himself to be a 
United States official acting for 
MissPcr ter and by scare methods 
succeeded in getting Mr. Busse 
to withdraw his case. The Be
midji attorney proceeded in good 
faith in the meantime and two 
days after the withdrawal of 
Busse, proved his case before 
the U. S. land commissioner at 
Blackduc3f, his client having 
failed to notify him of his with
drawal from the premises in the 
meantime. 

Later Busse had legal advice 
and concluded that he had made 
a mistake and decided to proceed 
in th- ; matter. Accordingly W. 

What appears to have been an 
effort to wreck the east bound 
passenger on the Great Northern 
took place at the curve just west 
of Bagley last night. 

A great stone, too large to be 
upon the t rack by accident, was 
struck just as the train was 
rounding the curve. The stone 
was partially broken but went 
under the train breaking tha ash 
box and the feed pipe on the 
engine and shutt ing off the air 
from the baggage car. The train 
was brought to a standstill and 
after an hour 's delay the damage 
was repaired though it was 
necessary to switch the baggage 
car to the rear of the train. 

I t is believed that some one 
with a fancied grievance against 
the Great Northern deliberately 
attempted to wreck the train. 

Great Minneapolis Lumber
man Says It Will Al

ways be Good Town. 

E. Rowe the county attorney of 
Polk county was employed to 
proceed with the case and have it 
reopened. The evidence in the 
case as adduced before the land 
commissioner proves conclusive
ly that the requirements of the 
homestead law had not been com
plied with and while the matter 
is still pending from the above it 
would seem that a Bemidji at
torney is not entitled to all the 
credit for the trouble which Miss 
Porter is being occasioned. 

There have been a large num
ber of parallel cases. The home
stead laws are specific in their 
provisions regarding the resi
dence conditions to the effect 
that the land must be made the 
home of the homesteader to the 
exclusion of all ether places. A 
night spent upon a claim- once 
every six months is not sufficient 
term of residence to acquire title 
and the attorneys of Northern 
Minnesota who have undertaken 
contests in cases of this kinds it 
is held have done themselves or 
their professional reputations no 
injustice. The purpose of- .the 
homestead laws Ms to assist in 
the development of the country 
they effect and they are too often 
thwarted in just such a manner 
as the one under discussion, it is 
said, and if an attorney under
took a contest case under the 
circumstances mentioned above 
he certainly is not entitled to 
censure for unprofessional con
duct. 

Ten Palefaces. 
Bemidji Tribe No. 39 Independ

ent Order of Red Men will have 
an interesting meeting at Red 
Men's hall tomorrow night, when 
ten palefaces will be initiated 
into the mysteries of the order. 
The trail is being blazed today 
and the palefaces will be given 
ever opportunity to see the coun
t ry along the line to the best ad
vantage. 

THERE IS NO QUESTION OF ITS 
FUTURE. 

Offices of Crookston Lumber Com 
pany to be Moved Here the 

First of Year. 

WEDDED TODAY 

Thos. H. Shevlin, of Minne
apolis, F . R. Hixon, of LaOrosse, 
and Hovey C. Clarke, of Minne
apolis, president, vice president 
and treasurer of the Shevlin-
Carpenter Lumber Company, 
were in the city last night on a 
tour of inspection of the Shevlin-
Carpenter interests in this city, 
which rank as their largest at 
any point in Minnesota. 

Mr. Shevlin is one of the 
shrewdest business men in Min
nesota and an ardent partisan of 
Bemidji and the in teres ts which 
he represents and largely con
trols are among the mo^t im
portant resources of this section 
of the state and without a ques
tion the first of this city. 

Mr. Shevlin found everything 
progressing nicely in this city. 
Things are running. smoothly at 
the mill and he was well pleased 
with the way in which it was be
ing conducted, genotices'changes 
every time he comes to Bemidji, 
he says, and there is one thing 
about them they are always in 
the line of improvements. 

"Bemidji will always be a good 
town," said Mr. Shevlin. " I t 
will be a good many years yet 
before the pine is all cu t and the 
development of the country, north 
of you will work for its pros
perity rather than detract from 
it. , I t is located jus t r ight to 
make a good town and you will 

j find in time that it" will be the 
I central town of a number of good 
. ones that are bound to springvup 
in this section:,of the s ta te . " -

I f Mr. Shevlin announces that 
the offices of the Shevlin-Carpen- j 

[ ter company which are at present 
• located at Orookfeton will be re-j 
j moved to Bemidji shortly after 
1 the lirst of the year. 7 The move 
is made for convenience sake. The 

1 Shevlin-Carpenter company's in
t e r e s t s in this city are much 
! larger at present than at Crook s-
|ton and the move was decided 
! upon some time ago. I t will 
bring a number of families to 

J Bemidji and is well worth having. I 
, Mr. Shevlin, Mr. Clark and! 
, Mr. Hixon left this morning fori 
; the Twin Cities. All three gentle
men enjoyed their t r ip to this 
section of the state very much. 

Subscribe for the Daily Pion
eer; now is the time. 

GALL WASlVROMG 

LAKE WAS STORMY 

Sheriff Bailey Has Interesting 
Experience on Recent 

Trip, 

Sheriff Bailey probably enjoys 
the distinction of having more 
terri tory to cover than any sheriff 
in the northwest. His duties fre
quently take him jn tr ips that 
necessitate several hundred 
miles travel to reach the remote 
and outlying districts of the 
county. Last week Mr. Bailey 
made a t r ip to Oak Island, in the 
extreme northwestern portion of 
the county which was more than 
usually prolific of incident. 

To reach Oak Island it is neces
sary to go to Winnipeg and travel 
over the Canadian Northern to 
Beaudette, from which point the 
rest of the t r ip can be made by 
boat, a par t of the distance on 
Lake of the Woods. Mr. Bailev 
happened to strike the lake in a 
storm on the last t r ip and it took 
the steamer in which he went 
thirty-six hours to make the t r ip . 
Arriving at Oak Island another 
storm compelled him to stay on 
the Island eighteen hours and 
taken all in all the experience 
was one Mr. Bailey would rather 
not repeat. The storm in which 
the passenger boat crossed the 
lake was one of the most severe 
which has ever visited that sec
tion of the country and the boat 
was several t imes in grave dan
ger. Many of the passengers 
were badly frightened. Lake of 
the Woods has storms that are 
quite as severe in proportion as 
any of those which occur on the 
Great Lakes and the boats on the 
lake are not all that they should 
be, while they are for the most 
part serviceable and safe. 

Mr. Bailey's t r ip to Oak Island 
was for the purpose of serving 
some papers in a civil action 
which required personal service 
by the'sheriff. I t necessitated 
nearly 700 miles of travel an^ r^ -
quired almost a week to mMe 
the trip. 

P I A N O S 
We carry the largest and most complete stock of 

Pianos and all kinds, styles and grades to select 

from. W e have the Kimball, Adam Schaaf, Chase-

Hackley, Palmer, Whitney, Hinze, Stodart , and many 

others a t 

Very low prices and 
on easy payments 

O R G A N S 
We have a complete line of Kimball Organs for the 

church, school or parlor at prices tha t will surprise 

you and on payments to suit. 

S E W I N G 
MACHINES 

A great variety a t all prices on easy payments . 

S A F E S 
The best fire and burglar proof safes manufactured 

a t prices tha t can ' t be beat on monthly payments 

If you are going to buy it will positively 
pay you to write for catalogue and 
get our prices and terms. 

M. G. Slocum 
M\isic Store 

Bemidji, - Minnesota. 

cSmeider Bros. 
THE CLOTHIERS 

John L. Vinjc and Nellie Blie 
Helmer Married Today 

at Wilton. 

Men's Fur Coats 
TOO! 

vercoats 
This afternoon at Wilton oc

cur red , the marriage of Miss 
Nellie Blie Helmer, a popular Be
midji young lady, and John Lar
son Vinje,who has been employed 
as section foreman in this city by 
the Great Northern for several 
years and is very popular with a 
large number of friends. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vinje will make 
this city their future home and 

' r e tu rn from Wilton tonight. 
| There will be a reception in their 
! honor and a very pleasant even-
jing is anticipated. Both the 
young people have many friends 

; in this city and begin their mar-
1 ried life with the best wishes of 
all. 

Special Election of Township of 
Bemidji Did Not Occur 

Yesterday. 

This is the day when people are 
looking for big re tu rns from 
small investments. You are as 
oured good returns if you use 
sur want column. 

The special election of the town
ship of Bemidji which was called I 
yesterday to consider the project. 
of setting aside the town of Ny-
more, for taxation and voting 
purposes, and to consider the 
project of buying a s tump puller j 
did not occur as had been ex-
pected. 

The call for the meeting had 
not been properly perfected and 
the error was not discovered 
until yesterday morning when 
the election board had convened, j 
The election laws provide that 
at least five notices giving the 
purpose, time and place of the 
election must be posted and this 
had not been complied with. I t 
will require about three weeks to 
complete the call and the election 
will be held as soon as those ar
rangements can bo complied 
with. 

.50, $15 
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