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HEALTH NEWS.

Dr. Polk Richards, special field physician,
with his family and Mrs. Mabel S. Parker,
nurse, have been with us for a couple of
weeks. 1t has been a little over two years
since the doctor’s previous visit, and he
states he finds the trachoma situation  to
have shown greater improvement at Red

Lake than at.any. other:point in this district... making a teasomeble effort to:

We are always glad to have such favorable
comment, and to have Dr. Richards with us
at any time.

Louisa Sumner, the 9 year old daughter
of Keniew Sumner has been at the Univer-
sity Hospital at Minneapolis the last ten
days undergoing treatment for a very un-

Ommail throat condition. She has - been a

W qutferer from this malady for several years
and it is hoped that a few more week’s treat-
ment. will greatly benefit her.

Katie Sumner, an older sister of the
above, has been on the sick list for about ten
days, and.is slowly. improving.

. Jérry Littlecreek, one of the familiar

figures on the highway between the Agency

and: Redby has been confined ito. his. bed for

nearly a month. Jerry’s condition has been
‘ serious for;a long time. .

George King is convalescing after an at-
tack of pneumonia, and we hope to see him
npand around again soon.

Miss Jennie King is one of the latest ar-
rivals at Red Lake, having arrived on the
29th ult. She expects to reside with her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Louis King for about
18 years.. i i

M. Nat Head; An-t-m-v Forester:~is all
smiles over the arrival of another son.

Quite a few children have been having the
orip lately. Among those afflicted have

= been Susan, Rose and Irene Defoe, Bob
3 Spears, Torchy Dickens, Margaret English,
and a few grownups.

COMPETENCY

When is an Indian competent? This is
a question which must be often asked and
to which some answer must be furnished in
connection with the administration of the
affairs of each Indian.

We venture an answer here:

. An Indian is competent just as a white

W, .01 is. when he can “mind his own busi-
1ess” with profit to himself and the commu-
nity in which he lives.

Now, you will be asking about how this
condition can be recognized, and the Scout
will suggest that plain common sense
teaches that if you want to konw a person,
vou must get acquainted with him.

It is up to the Indian to show his com-
petency. It is the duty of those adminis-
tering Indian affairs to discover and re-
spect competency whenever it exists, and as
far as possible to cultivate and develop this
condition where it does not exist, or is

’nnmi only in small measure.

As stated before, an Indian shows
ompency about as a white man does, and
here are a few rules which apply, regard-
less of the degree of Indian blood, and which
will fit white or red, black or yellow, equal-

' A-person who is competent will be

his

Iy well.

1. Work.
2. Pay his debts.
3. Provide for his family.

4. Send his children to school.
5. Improve his home.

6. Avoid the credit business.
7. Keep his land.

8. Let booze alone. '
9. Care for his property.
10. Have a good character.
Such a man will live at his own home
.md teml to his own business.
: Here are a few. points against (ompeten( y.
A ‘person‘whois not competent :
1. Talks big and works little.
2. 5pend~= lots of time traveling amund
to no purpose.
._%. Sponges his living from his frlendq

- Knows just what the commissioner
mwht to do.

5. Drinks booze and G:mokefs mgaretteq
" 6. Thinks he has been unjustly denied
a great many rights, ete.

7. Wants to sell his land without good
I'(!‘]SOI]

8. Does not want am advice from the
Goyernment as long as his money lasts.

9. Thinks the Government ought to pro-
tect him and get his money back whenever
he makes a mistake. .

10. Etec., Etc.

It is a pretty good general rule that the
fellow who makes a big noise about his
compency, hasn’t any.

When a fellow comes home from a hunt
in the mountains, full of big talk about the
big bears he’s killed, it might help his story
along a little to show the bear skins. A few
good hides will talk louder than a week’s
wind-jamming. So it is with competency,
if you deliver the goods, it won’t take much
talk to fix up matters.—7The Indian Scout,

Shawnee, (Okla.)
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GENERAL MERCHANDISE

Dry q?qu — Shoes — Grqcéries

Saddlery — Hardware and
. Farm Machinery.

BATTLE RIVER, :: MINN.

J. B HANSON
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REDBY, - MINN

Finest Staple and Fancy Groceries, Dry
Goods, Clothing, Shoes and Hats.
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F irst National Bank

of Bemidji, Minn.

Cap ltal and Surplus -

$60,000.00
—

United States Postal and Indian

Fund Depository

We Will Welcome Your Banking Business

and Shall Be Pleased to Have You
Call on Us for Information

Concerning Same
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When You Buy

Dry Goods and Groceries
YOU WANT THE

Best Quality at the Right Price

We are prepared to give you this kind of service

COME IN AND SEE US
B. L. FAIRBANKS CO. Merchants

RED LAKE, MINN.
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