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RED NEWS 
44Work is a Splendid Tonic for Dissatisfaction" 
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"IF" 
If you can toss a match into a clearing1, 
And never give a thought to put it out, 
Or drop your cigarette butt without fearing 
That flames may kindle in leaves about, 
If you can knock the ashes from your brier, 
Without a glance to see where they may fall, 
And later find the forest all afire. 
When you have passed—with ho one near to call, 
If you can drive your auto through the working, 
And cast your stogie stub into the slash, 
Unmildful of the danger therein lurking, 
or homes and happiness that you may smash, 
If you can leave campfire while 'tis glowing, 
fto thought of industries that it may blight, 
Of the billion saplings in the growing, 
Turned into charcoal ere the coming night, 
If you can start a fire beneath a brush pile 
When the wind is roaring lake a distant gun— 
"You surely should be shot without a trial 
And what is more, ydu'U be a fool, my son. 

—It t r r i s A. Reynold*, 
in the American Forestry. 

HOSPITAL NOTES AND NEWS 

It is a matter of considerable pride to us to 
note the enormous decrease in the amount of 
trachoma a t Red Lake. The campaign against 

«^*hisr eye disease-was beguiu about., seven years^ag»; 
on this reservation, and excepting the last year the 
treatment has been faithfully prosecuted. I t has 
seemed a long and very arduous time to those who 
have been afflicted with the trouble, but it has been 
well worth the effort, time and annoyance. 

If you but know that at the beginning of this 
campaign there were over 50 per cent of all pu
pils in all the schools oh the reservation who were 
suffering from the disease, and today less than 10 
per cent you will realize what it means. Moreover, 
the present 10 per cent do not average more than 
half as much in severity ttf form. A few have 
had a very trying time in that they Were subject
ed to longer treatment to effect a cure, and a few 
others have interferred with their own good by 
being absent from school and thus not being regu
larly and properly treated. 

Dr. W. H. Harrison, who has been here, and who 
is an authority on trachoma, a few years ago very 
truly stated, "The salvation of trachoma among 
the Indians lies in the schools." This has proven to 
be absolutely accurate on this and every other reser
vation. The pupils in the schools are always there 
and on time, and therefore strictly regular in hav
ing their eyes properly treated. 

The Indians on the reservation always manage 
to have some excuse for irregularity or complete 
failure to be treated. For instance, since begin
ning this article one of our best-known Indians, 
whom I have personally known to have trachoma 
for over six years came in with his customary 
"sore eyes." My instruction was that he would 
do well to have his lids immediately operated upon 
and get under persistent treatment, and this same 
thing has been asked of him many times before. 
Junt now he says "I have to do my planting first, 
and then I will have it done." This is only a vari
ation from the usual run of excuses, and the motto 
seems to be "Never do today anything which you 
can put off until tomorrow." 

Therefore, it is easilv seen that Dr. Harrison was 
correct, and we must everlastingly keep after the 
schools, hoping that the older persons will see the 
light. In the meantime, however, you should dwell 
on the thought that every grownup person who 

carries trachoma afound in his own neglected eyes, 
is simply planting the disease in more and inn6cent 
persons eyes who will have to suffer the conse
quences. 

The cause, methods of treatment, and disasters 
resulting from trachoma have been preached from 
these columns and from every stump on the reser
vation for so long that you all know about it, and 
especially do some of you know too well the dis
aster. 

Mrs. Elliott, our assistant nurse, has received 
word of the safe arrival of Dr. Elliott from across 
the seas, and we all join in rejoicing with her, for 
this hospital has always had a tender spot for the 
doctor. We hope he may be released from army 
duty soon and be with us, only we hope he receives 
a justly earned promotion in rank before discharg
ed. 

Jacob Littlecreek has returned to his home af
ter an extended stay among us. Jacob is one of 
our patriarchs, and it is a pleasure to wait on 
such good patients. 

Mrs. Pay she ke zhig, who had suffered from the 
complications of influenza, Was a patient in the 
hospital for about four Weeks, and died three 
days after her return home. 

Mrs. Hasha from Ponemah was with us a short 
time on account of an affected hand. 

^ -^Wi th ^the^exceptioir-of^lror storm 'wiifdtWsr off 
and screens on we are ready for the summer. 

INFORMATION ABOUT INDIAN SOLDIERS 

The Honorable, the Commissioner of Indian Af
fairs, in a circular letter No. 1535, dated April 
28th, 1919, states that among the frequent requests 
coming to him for information about the Indians 
are those about the Indian war record and often 
include inquiries concerning casualties resulting 
in disability or death, citations, medals, distinguish
ed service crosses, promotions, etc. The military 
work of the Indians has been liberally featured in 
newspapers and magazines and the public generally 
are anxious to know about the Indian's part in the 
war, and the probable effect of his experience upon 
his post-war outlook and attitude towards social and 
industrial conditions. It is necessary to make an 
intelligent and definite response, so far as possible 
to all such inquiries as may be seriously made and 
co-operation is solicited to make it possible to as
semble in budget form as much information as 
p6ssible of the nature indicated. 

This office and the Indian office will appreciate 
receiving any facts coming to your knowledge as 
outlined or otherwise reflecting credit upon the 
military career of the Indian and the value to him 
of his experience under discipline and contact with 
foreign life. The Indian as a soldier, with the asso-
ciational advantage of white comradeship, must 
have broadened, matured and received educational 
benefits (as did his white brother) promotive of 
practical and self-reliant character. Note and men
tion of such instances will be gladly received, includ
ing your views on these or other similar matters 
even though not mentioned here, especially such as 
will serve as a basis for fairly estimating the sacri
fices, achievements and the substantial progress of 
the Indian soldier. 

All employees, field and otherwise, are especially 
required to submit such data as may be trust
worthy. 

FLY SONG 
Ten little flies 

All in a line; ' 
One got a swat— 

Then there were xxxxxxxxx 

Nine little flies 
Grimly sedate, 

Licking their chops— 
Swat! There were xxxxxxxx 

Eight little flies 
Raising some more— 

Swat! Swat! Swat! Swat! 
Then there were x x x x 

Four little flies 
Colored green-blue; 

Swat! Ain't that easy!) 
Then there were x x 

Two little flies 
Dodged the civilian— 

Early next day 
There—were—a—million! 

—Buffalo News. 
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1919 THRIFT CAMPAIGN 
Washington, April 19.—"Save First, Spend Af

terward," will be the slogan of the nation's 1919 
Thrift campaign, the Saving Division of the Treas
ury Department announced in a statement made 
public here today. The statement calls atten
tion to the marvellous record of the country at 
large in saving during the war. It says in full: 

"On the average, four families out of every five 
in the United States now have the proud record 
of being purchasers of government securities in de
nominations of $50 or more. The fifth family, in 
probably a majority of instances, holds some gov
ernment security or smaller demoninations—War 
Savings Stamps, on which the high rate of interest 
has necessitated a limit of $1,000 to individual 
holdings, or thrift Stamps Deposits in banks also 
have notably increased. 

"This magnificent accomplishment, the results of 
which already manifesting themselves in the more 
than $700,000,000 which the government is paying 
out this year alone in interest on Liberty Bonds, 
to more than twenty million bondholders, was ac
complished because the American people made syste
matic saving their concern. It could have been 
brought about in no other way. 

"The first concern of the 1919 Thrift campaign 
will be to perpetuate this attitude toward saving, 
because it is fundamentally right. The man who 
saves after he is through spending, never saves 
systematically and seldom saves much. The man 
who saves first whatever he decides to save, has 
solved his problem. Every people and nation on 
the globe which practices saving before spending, 
is noted for spending wisely, investing and rein
vesting soundly and for the avoidance of waste. 
Saving first has been the foundation of every for
tune laid in Thrift and everyone who practices it 
is laying the foundation of his own fortune." 

Thousands of societies already have been or
ganized in all parts of the country it was an
nounced, and scores of national organizations have 
pledged their cooperation. 
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