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BRIEF NOTES OF NOTABLES, 
—Senator Fairbanks of Iudiana is a 

lover of whist ami plays it every evening. 
—William Waldorf Astor's favorite 

breakfast constats merely of a couple of 
"bloaters." 

—Mrs. Victoria Blaudiard, 50 years 
"til; of Holyoke, Mass., is the youngest 
liviug daughter of a Revolutionary sol
dier. 

_—The Rev. August F. Karfhage of 
Kansas City, whose death is announced, 
was a pioneer circuit ruler and mission
ary of the Methodist church, In his 
earlier years he often took part in revival 
meetings with Peter Cartwright, the fa
mous frontier evangelist. 

—Sir Thomas Liptou, challenger for 
the America cup, has offered to come to 
the relief of the distressed English eol-
ouy of Barbadoes. He is prepared to 
invest $5,000,000 in the sugar industry 
of that island and has named to the 
English government a few easily-filled 
conditions. 

—The Journal Otticiel lately contained 
in a list of pensions granted to widows of 
French officers, the name of Berthe Ame
lia Bertineourt, widow of the late Col. 
Henry, who committed suicide in prison 
after having confessed that the Dreyfus 
bordereau was a forgery. She gets 1(567 
francs a year, or about $333. 

—George Walter Prothero, at present 
professor of modern history in the Uni
versity _ at Edinburgh, who has accepted 
the post of editor of the Quarterly Re
view. vacated by his* brother, Rowland E. 
Prothero. was horn in 1S48, and the eld
est son of the late Rev. Canon Prothero 
of Whippinghaiu, Isle of Wight. 

—At Chesham the oldest royal postboy 
ia England—Jouas Miles—has just died. 
1 he deceased, who was IK'} years of age, 
acted as postilion to four sovereigns— 
George III.. George IV., William IV. 
and Queen Victoria. He entered the 
royal service at the age of 14, and has 
tor some years lived in retirement. 
. —Amherst college was unique this year 
ni the possession of a center rush on* her 
football team who had but one hand. His 
name is Herbert Iv. Larkiu of Worces
ter. Mass. Three years ago his left arm 
was crushed and had to be amputated 
r.iree inches above the wrist. Despite 
his loss of a hand he was A good football 
player. 

—Marriage is booming in the Lambeth 
district of London. Oue of the registers 
having advertised that he would perform 
the civil ceremony for 9 shillings and 7 
pence, the vicar of Lambeth church an
nounces that, in order to encourage mar
riage in church, he will perform the cere
mony for 9 shillings and 9 pence, includ
ing publishing the banns, the fees until 
then having been ltf shillings and 6 
pence. 

—After the assassination of her hns-
baud. the President of the French re
public, Mine. Carnot established a foun
dation of 11,000 francs, the income to be 
voted to aiding workingmen's widows 
with children. At her death she be
queathed an additional sum of 50,000 
francs for the same purpose, and provid-
<ledf;th:,t her diamonds should be sold to 
furnish the money. This was recently 
• lone in Paris at auction. 

—Two remarkable surgical operations 
tor the puriMise of stopping internal hem-

< rrhage have been performed by Dr. Ha-
l>art of \ ienna._ Iu the case of a young 
man who had tired four slugs into him
self. the surgeon cut into the thoracic-
cavity. removing one of the ribs, and 
stuffed a yard and a half of iodoform 
gauze between the heart and the lungs. 
The other case, that of a man stabbed 
through the armpit, was treated iu the 
v.ime way. Both patients recovered and 
are now perfectly well. 

* - f he Czar Ni -holas II. has the repu
tation of being the most liberal of sov
ereigns. particularly in regard to tips, and 
it is stated that when on a visit his small
est "porboire" to the domestics is never 
less than 25 francs, even to servants who 
have but rendered him the slightest of 
services, while to the coachmen and serv
ants in attendance upon his royal person 

t+p often 200 franca. The 
German Kaiser is just the opposite of 
this, and although he travels perhaps 
more than any other sovereign, he is very 
carefnl with his gratuities which seldom 
exceed 2 or .*> marks. 

—The exhumation of the bodies of Car 
Poy and Ah Ben. two Chinese who died 
at Barooga. New South Wales, about ten 
years ago, has taken place by the authori
ty of the colonial secretary. Two Chinese 
came from Der.iliquin for the purpose. 
Proceedings commenced by placing light
ed tapers and a baked fowl and other 
lood on the graves, with a bowl of whis
ky, into which the Chinese dipped with 
small cups and drank as they regaled 
themselves with food. Each skeleton was 
taken up, and the bones carefully scraped 
and separately sewn up in calico and la
beled with the names of deceased for de-
porta tion to China. 

MkSki-

The Wonderful Mauser Bullet. 
I asked the major about the character 

of the,wounds made by the Mauser bul
let. 

"In some respects." he said, "the Mau 
ser bullet showed itself most merciful 
txe pt at short range it made a clean 
-mall hole, with very little tearing of the 
tissues or splintering of bones. It fre
quently happened that men shot through 
the body felt very little inconvenience for 
some time after and were able to walk a 
mile or two to the rear, or even to go on 
fighting. Men walked into the hospital 
station shot through the bowels', shot 
thrugh the stomach, shot through the 
lungs, and many of them recovered. We 
have bad men recover who were shot 
through the liver or the kidneys, and that 
was something unheard of before this 
war. And it was remarkable to see how 
the arteries would recede from before a 
Mauser bullet and avoid rupture. There 
were many cases where I could put niv 
finger into a wound and feel the artery 
pulsating, and yet there was no puncture. 

"There was a cavalryman in the Rough 
Rulers' fight—I have this on the authori
ty of another doctor—who was shot 
through the heart in the charge, but did 
not know it. 
" 'I'm afraid I'm hurt, lieutenant,' he 

called out. putting his hand over his 
breast. 
" 'Go back to the rear,' said the officer 
•• 'Not. while I've got any breath in me 

to fight,' answered the soldier. And it 
seems an established fact that this man 
continued in the charge for nearly 500 
yard." before he dropped to the ground 
dead." 

"What was the effect of the Mauser 
bullet at short range?" 

"It was terrible, for at short range the 
Mauser bullet explodes; there is no ques
tion about this. I do not mean that it 
explodes like gunpowder by a chemical 
change, but it explodes physically, just 
as a grindstone may fly to pieces. You 
see. during its early flight the bullet, 
which is shaped like a long bean, wob
bles as a top does from side to side. Lat
er on it takes a steady horizontal posi
tion and then makes a clean wound, but 
ii it enters a body while wobbling it 
•inHS.IIroomy* out, if I may so express it, 
and the projecting fragments work 
frightful havoc in bone or tissue. I saw 
a man in (Jo. C, Sergt. Ininen, who was 
struck in the head early in the fight. He 
was right on the firing-line and must 
have got a bullet before it had taken its 
steady poise of flight. At any rate the 
wound in his skull looked as if it had 
been smashed with a hammer, and he 
•lied a few bourn later."—Cleveland Mof-
fett's Camp Stories in Leslie's Weekly. 

A Historical Battlefield Threatened. 
It is wel lestablished as matter of his

tory that ninety-nine-year leases do event-
• - iially_rmr out. An occurrence of this sort 

threatens to disturb the status of the 
Plains of Abraham, at Quebec. The 

.* Plains were held by the government under 
a ninety-nine-year lease, which being now 
very near its end, there is an imminent 
prospect of the return of the property to 

"• the Hotel Dieh (a convent), and the par
tition and sale of the land. What ought 
to. happen is that the Dominion govern
ment should buy the Plains outright and 
keep them as they are. We Americans 
have an interest in their preservation, for 
they include the spot where Montgomery 
fell, as well as the spot where Benedict 
Arnold was wounded In the leg, and 
missed the greatest opportunity of bis life
time by not being killed in honest battle.— 
E. S. Martin in Harper's Weekly. 

Sir Henry Irving's Health and Future. 
Since alarming rumors regarding Sir 

Henry Irving's health and future are cir
culating here, and, I- understand, in 
America also, it will be well to state the 
exact facts. Sir Henry Irving returned 

rom Scotland last Wednesday. I war 
•lonished wbdB I him to flag him 

J 

so unchanged by bis serious illness. In 
his movements, as when getting up or 
sitting dowu, he exhibits) the fatigue 
natural to a man just risen from a se
vere illness. But this has left no other 
marks upon him, aud I have never 
kuown him more cheerful, more confi
dent about the future. He discussed 
with great eagerness his theatrical plans, 
and laughed heartily at the statement 
that hisj career as an actor was virtually 
over. He begged me to transmit his 
affectionate greetings to all his American 
frieuds. and to tell them exactly how I 
found him. The illness at one time was 
extremely dangerous, three doctors being 
in constant attendance. He suffered 
great paiu from the severe blistering ad
ministered to preveut inflammation of 
the lungs. His physicians have now as
sured him that pleurisy has left abso
lutely no trace, and that he needs no 
more doctoring. He goes immediately 
to Bournemouth, a winter resort on the 
sonth coast, and confidently expects, af
ter three months' recuperation, to return 
to the stage. 

Although nothing is yet decided, and, 
indeed, although 1 am not authorized by 
Sir Heury to do so, I may venture with
out fear of inaccuracy to forecast a piece 
of news of the greatest interest to yon 
all. I think it may be taken for granted 
that Sir Henry will visit America next 
autumn to make a farewell tour through 
the couutry which has always accorded 
to him most geuerous appreciation and 
to which he is so deeply and gratefully 
attached.—New York Press. 

SPAIN'S MOURNING STAMP. 

A Lugubrious Reminder of the Re* 
suit of the War. 

As a means of paying off the war debt, 
which is claimed to be 2,000,000,000 pese
tas ($400,000,000), the Spanish govern
ment has issued a stamp of mourning, 
which is to be used on all the inland mail 
of Si>ain and her colonies, says the Chi 
cago Times-Herald. The stamp, which 
is of the denomination of 5 cent de pesetas 
(one cent), is printed in somber black, and 
must be affixed to all mail matter, in addi
tion to the regular postage stamp. It is 
of ordinary size, with the inscriptions, 
"Impto. de Guerra" and "1898-99." at the 
top and bottom respectively. The figure 
"5" and "cent" appear in the center in a 
vertical oval, with scrollwork at the sides. 
The government has occasionally issued 
stamps of this character, the use of which 
was voluntary, but not so with this one. 
Every piece of mail matter for inland de
livery must bear a mourning stamp, other
wise it does not go. It is a greater tax 
for the Spanish jieople than it would be 
for Americans, for in Spain they have 
been taxed year in and year out. and the 
continual drain is having its inevitable re
sult. > The mqurning stamp has presuma
bly been issued as a sympathetic appeal 
to the people for the many lives lost in the 
late conflict. 

The mourning stamp is not the only la
bel issued by Spain since that country met 
the United States in battle. A short time 
ago four district stamps were issued by 
the Madrid government in its endeavor to 
meet the running expenses of the war. 
Two black stamps of the denomination of 
5 cent de pesetas made their appearance 
recently, but did not accomplish the de
sired results. They were simply obliga
tory taxes, and naturally were looked upon 
with anythiug but favor by the populace. 
Two other voluntary tax stamps, pink and 
blue in color, the latter having been is
sued by the city of Madrid, were author
ized at the same time as the two above, 
making five distinct stamps in the last 
few months, all of which show to what 
extent the government has been forced to 
raise money. Nor have any of these ef
forts been crowned with success. It is 
stated as an actual fact that they have re
sulted in utter failures, the number of let-
lei's posted at the Madrid office having 
fallen off fully one-third since the recent 
taxes were levied. 

Raising money by stamp taxes is a dif
ferent matter in Spain from what it is 
in the United States. Indeed, were Spain 
to enjoy the revenue that is being derived 
iu this country from the war-revenue bill, 
it would not take a great while to square 
her account with the world. But Spain 
lacks the people, the vast commercial en
terprises and the business interests gener
ally. where the use of revenue stamps 
counts most rapidly. The receipts from 
taxes levied iu Spain iu the United States 
would scarcely yield a hundredth part of 
what they do in this country. The peo
ple have not got the money, and a rev
enue bill, whether drafted for stamp or 
other taxes, gets little or no support 
throughout the country. 

Plum Pudding. 
In the best plum pudding beef marrow 

is used, not suet. Remove the strings 
from three-quarters of a pound of the 
nicest beef's marrow, and chop it fine, 
adding a teaspoonful of salt; add also 
a pound of Malaga raisins, a pound of 
sultanas, and a pound of currants, with 
three-quarters of a pound of fine grated 
breadcrumbs. Mix together half a tea-
spoonful each of allspice, ground cloves 
and cinnamon, and half a grated nutmeg, 
and add to the pudding. Mix thoroughly 
ill these dry ingredients, grate in the 
yellow peel of a lemon, and add two 
muces each of candied citron, orange and 
lemon peel, cut in thin slices, and a quar
ter of a pound of granulated sugar. Add, 
finally, ten eggs, half a gill each of rum 
and brandy, and a gill of sherry. Mix 
the pudding, and if it is too stiff add a 
little hot milk; if too t.hin, a few more 
breadcrumbs. A quarter of a pound of 
•sweet almonds, blanched aud chopped 
fine, is sometimes added. WThen the 
apices are omitted, a teaspoonful of bit-
:er almonds is added for seasoning. 

A sc 
follow 
of raisins 
half a pound of granulated sugar, tliree-
luarters of a pound of breadcrumbs, one-
quarter of a pound of citron and a quar
ter of a pound of candied lemon and 
orange peel. Add half a pound of beef 
suet, chopped fine, and a teaspoonful of 
salt. If the breadcrumbs are dried and 
sifted, as they should be, pour at least 
i cup of hot milk over them to moisten 
them to the consistency of soft bread. 
Add the grated yellow peel of a lemon, 
with its juice, and one grated nutmeg, 
with half a teaspoonful of cloves, one of 
cinnamon and one of allspice. Knead 
well, and add eight eggs, a gill of brandy 
and one of sherry. If the pudding is 
uot sufficiently moist, add a little more 
hot milk and knead ten minutes. 

For a cheaper pudding, take one pint 
bowl of breadcrumbs, one of flour and 
one of suet, chopped fine and mixed with 
a teaspoonful of salt. Add a pint bowl 
of raisins, one of currants and a quarter 
of a pound of candied orange and candied 
lemon peel, mixed with a quarter of a 
pound of candied citron. Cut this peel 
in thin slices. Grate in a nutmeg. Add 
six beaten eggs, sugar to taste, a tum
bler of brandy, and milk enough to make 
a batter that caii be stirred with diffi
culty. 

After boiling the Christmas pudding, 
hang it up in a cold closet to rest until 
Christmas morning; then plunge it in 
boiling water again and let it boil an 
hour, or steam it. 

Conquered by Kindness. 
The teacher of writing, Ebert, who was 

a German Jew, was a real martyr, says 
Prince Kropotkiu iu the Atlantic. To be 
insolent with him was a sort of chic 
amongst the pages. His poverty alone 
must have been the reason why he kept 
to his lessons in our corps. The old 
hands, who had stayed for two or three 
years in the fifth form without, moving 
higher up, treated him very badly; but 
by some means or other he had made an 
agreement with them: "One frolic during 
each lesson, but no more"—an agreement 
which, I am afraid, was not always hon
estly kept on our side. 

One day, one of the occupants of the 
back forms soaked the blackboard sponge 
with ink and chalk and flung it at the 
caligranh martyr. "Get it, Ebert!" he 
shouted, with a stupid smile. The sponge 
touched Ebert's shoulder, glanced into his 
face aud down on his white shirt, cover
ing both with ink and chalk. 

All saw it, and were sure that this time 
Ebert would leave the room and report 
the fact to the inspector. But taking out 
his cotton handkerchief and wiping his 
face, he only exclaimed, "Gentlemen, one 
frolic—no more today!" "All the shirt is 
spoiled," he added in a subdued voice, 
and continued to correct someone's book. 

We looked stupefied and ashamed. 
Why, instead of reporting, he had 
thonght at once of the agreement! All 
sympathies turned in his favor. "What 
you nave done ia stupid," wo reproached 
our cbmrade. "He is a poor man, and 
you have snoiled his shirt! Shame!" 
somebody added. The mischief-maker 
went at once to make excuses. "One 
must learn," was all that Ebert said in 
reply, with sadness in his voice. 

All became silent after that, and at the 
next lesson, as if we had settled it, be
forehand, many of us wrote in our best 
possible handwriting, and took our books 
to Ebert, asking him to correct them. He 
wasjadiant; he felt hat>py that day. 

This fact deeply impressed me, and wa3 
never wiped out from my memory.)' To 
thia day I feel grateful to " ' 
bis man for bi» Jsi«oY . 

Americans will Find Many Good 
Opportunities In One of Our 

New Colonies. 
1 The Philadelphia Commercial museum 
has just issued a pamphlet on Ameriean 
trade with Porto Rico, in which the pres
ent business conditions of the island and 
the methods of conducting commercial 
transactions are fully described. The in
formation which the pamphlet contaius 
was secured by a special representative 
of the museum, who recently returned 
from a tour of the island, and through 
correspondence with native merchants and 
importers of the best standing. The 
pamphlet has been sent to the subscribers 

, institution and to commercial or
ganisations which are connected with the 
museum in the capacity of members of its 
advisory board. 

The cities of San .Tuau, Ponce, Areci-
bo, Guayama and Fajardb demand the 
immediate establishment of steam laun
dries. Up-to-date tanueries in the depart
ment of Mayaguez, where Ihe most cat
tle are raised, will also prove a good pay-
mg investment. 

The pamphlet says that caudles are 
used only by half of the inhabitants, the 
poorer classes, especially in the couutry 
districts, being too poor to spend 5 cents 
for a candle when 8 cents will buy for 
them one quart of cocoanut oil, which will 
afford sufficient light for one whole week. 
1 he candles used on the island at present 
are imported from Spain and Belgium, so 
a candle factory would have a large de
mand for its product. 

Ice-making plants axe needed. The 
price of ice at present is from $20 to $30 
per ton, and from 5 to 10 cents a pound 
at retail. No planing machinery of any 
kind is in operation in the island, except 
m one city, and until the recent establish
ment of a circular saw at Ponce this could 
be also said of that class of machinery. 
At the present time only a few native 
brick factories exist, and the means for 
turning out bricks is of the worst kind. 
Splendid brick clay is to be found in every 
part of the island. 

In speaking of the native woods of Por
to Rico the pamphlet says that their quali
ty is fine, but that little has been -done 
toward developing that industry. The 
woods include mahogany, cedar, ebony 
and others suitable for tine interior and 
cabinet work. 

Most of the minerals have been found 
in Porto Rico. There is as fine iron as 
is produced in Cuba. Gold has been 
found in some quantities, also copper, 
zinc, rock crystals and coal. There are 
plaster quarries and whitestone pits in 
Ponce and Juan Diaz, grindstone in an
other section of the island, and marble 
and granite in some other. 

Discussing the customs which prevail 
for conducting business, the Museum's 
latest publication says: 

T|}e Sports of American manufactured 
goods of aH kinds will undoubtedly increase 
ere long. The custom of receiving goods on 
consignment by the merchants there is the 
genera! rule, and lias been largely encour-
aged by European houses. Credit runs at 
three months' time, occasionally being ex
tended to four, six or even nine "months. In 
some instances they buy for cash and take 
advantage of the discount. Almost all the 
wholesale dealers do a retail business as 
well. All firms designated as commission 
nouses are houses which Import lines on 
consignment. The word "consignment." as 
known in I'orto lticau trade, means the sell-
mS of goods for commission on consignment 
Commission houses are entirelv wholesale 
supplying the trade in the large cities, as 
well as iu the interior towns. The dealers 
in the interior towns buy almost entirely 
from the merchants, iu San Juan, Ponce 
Mayaguez, Arecibo, Aguadilla, Gnayaina and 
rajardo. Goods are not delivered to in
terior towns and markets by the importer, 
but the local dealer makes his own arrange
ments for transportation to his place of 
business. There are uo regularly-established 
companies for transportation of goods on 
the island. 

It should be borne in mind bv the Ameri
can business world that there are no spe
cialties—in other words, that there are no 
houses carrying one or even two lines of 
goods exclusively. The lines of trade, there-
fore, are not distinct. Wholesale hardware 
houses sometimes sell glassware, and all the 
larger ones of the principal cities carry a 
full line of crockery, dishware, etc. By a 
"full line of crockery" is meant a line as full 
as is carried by any house in the island. The 
dealer will embark in the selling of any com
modity, importing and handling it if he 
profit, no matter how inconsistent or at 
variance it may seem, to his principal line. 
Manufacturers and exporters endeavoring to 
obtain a market in the island for their goods 
should take this into consideration when 
sending out circulars or letters to commis
sion, importing and wholesale houses, re
gardless of the fact that sonie may seem to 
hands a line or lines of goods different from 
those desired to be introduced. 

Two pages are devoted to the agricul
tural interests of the island. It would 
not be an exaggeration, the report says, 
to say that the soil all over the island is 
wonderfully rich. Fertilizers are quite 
unknown because they are unnecessary, 
the soil seemingly having a recuperative 
power within itself. Pineapples and or
anges grow almost wild, the oranges be
ing more delicious and tender than, even 
those from Florida. Sugar-cane is 
grown oil the plains and level ground 
along the coast, and the other portions of 
the island are devoted to coffee and to
bacco raising. These three comprise the 
principal industries of the island, every 
portion of which is settled and much un
der cultivation. Modern care and skill 
are not practiced in the line of agricul
ture, and are almost unknown. With a 
little care the quality of the natural prod
ucts would undoubtedly be better, but 
everything is left too natch to nature. 

Farm laborers receive from 12% to 37 
cents a day. and work from 5 o'clock iu 
the morning until <i o'clock at night. 
Rarely more than 26 cents a day is paid 
to laborers, and many only work for a 
living, being supplied with the poorest 
food of the country, and only occasionally 
receiving a little money. Coffee-pickers 
receive about 11 cents a day, and labor
ers in the cities 37 cents a day. 

The prices of land iu the plantations 
are much unsettled. There is a deep and 
bitter spirit of vengeance among the Por
to Ricans against the Spaniards, and 
there are many cases where the Spanish 
planters have been killed and their 
houses burned and others warned away. 
Almost all the plantations are run by 
Spaniards, and some are anxious to leave, 
and American gold is persuasive. One 
plantation which yielded a profit of 14,-
000 pesos annually ($10,500) and was 
valued at $105,000, was sold by a Span
iard, in order to get away, for $30,000, 
transportation enterprises, and in the 
buying aud selling of merchandise of ev
ery kind. -

Marry a Straight-Haired Girl. 
Someone of the oracles whose mission 

is to advise young women how to select 
a husband, and to warn young men 
against feminine wiles, has recently sot 
up a new guide-post for masculine way
farers on the road to matrimony. 

"Marry a girl with straight hair," says 
the oracle. "The chances are that her 
ways are as straight as her locks, while 
the heart of the curly-headed girl is as 
full of twists and quirks as her hair." 

The theory is expounded at some 
length. If all men will but be guided by 
this sibylline voice the day of the straight-
haired girl is close at hand. She needs 
compensation. For years she has fought 
an unequal fight against her sister of the 
curly locks, and lifer temper has been 
worn threadbare, all on account of her 
hair. What chance has a straight-haired 
girl on a windy day? Her hair is strag
gling in frantic wisps over her collar and 
her ears. She looks untidy, disreputable, 
and all the time the curly-haired girl is 
becoming more and more bewitching. 
Her stray locks crisp and curl aud flutter 
Huffily round her face, and she smiles in 
serene consciousness that the wind is 
quite powerless against her. When rainy 
days come the straight-haired girl sighs 
dolefully and looks limp and dejected in 
spite of swell clothes. Hot days have the 
same depressing effect upon her hair and 
spirits. Sea bathing has no charms for 
her. Even golf can't be to her what it is 
to the champion with curly hair. But if 
straight hair is to be a certificate of eligi
bility for matrimony, there will be balm 
for these wounds. 

- Ventilating the Cellar. 
A great mistake, says Medical Classics, 

is sometimes made in ventilating cellars 
and milkhonses. The object of ventila
tion is to keep the cellars cool and dry. 
but this object often fails of being ac
complished by a common mistake, and in
stead the cellar is made both warm and 
damp. A cool place should never be ven
tilated, unless the air admitted is cooler 
than the air within, or is at least as cool 
as that or a very little warmer. The 
warmer the air the more moisture it holds 
in suspension. Necessarily the cooler the 
air the more this moisture is condensed 
and precipitated. When a cool cellfir is 
aired on a warm day the entering air; be
ing in motion appears cool, but as it fills 
the cellar the cooler air with which it be
comes mixed chills it, the moisture is con
densed, and dew is deposited on the cold 
walls, and may often be seen running 
down them* in streams. Then the cellar 
is damp and soon becomes moldy*. To 
avoid this the windows should only be 
opened at night, and late-the kit thing 
before wtleing. There is so odea to fear 

I".1* air. °? rotoday, and is really 
Jrier. The cool air enters the apartment 
during the night and circulates through it 
•Ihe windows should be closed before sun-
r 80

1
ilVt^e m<wnins. and kept closed and 

shaded through the day. If the 
cellar ia damp it may he thorou 

air of the 
«v luvtvuffUy dried 

by placing in it a peck of fresh lime in 
an. opeu box, A peck of lime will absorb 
about seven pounds or more than three 
quarts of water, and in this way a cellar 
or milkroom may soon be dried, even in 
the hottest weather. 

DANGER OF ELECTROLYSIS. 

Some of the Effects of Stray Klectrlc 
Currents on Iron Structures. 

At the recent monthly meeting of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi
neers, which was held at the rooms of 
the American Society of Mechanical En
gineers m New York, a paper was read 
by A. A. lvnudson which presented the 
results of an electrical survey of the bor
ough of Manhattan with regard to the 
effect of electrical currents upon water 
pipes, gaspipes, elevated railway pillars 
a"d the metal foundations of buildings. 

The hrst tests were made on Lenox av-
fnue, beginning near the power station of 
the Metropolitan Street railway at One 
Hundred and Forty-sixth street, says the 
New York Times report of the paper, and 
showed unmistakable signs of a leakage 
ot the electric railway current from the 
rails of the road to both water and gas-
pipes so far down as One Hundred and 
Ninth street. This leakage was traced 
almost entirely to the Union Railway 
company's overhead trolley line, which 
crosses Lenox avenue at One Hundred 
and Thirty-fifth street. The tests showed 
that some of the rails of the Union Rail
way company's line had been partially de
stroyed by the actiou of the electric cur
rent, which was also shown to pass from 
the ends of the trolley wires at Eighth 
avenue to the elevated road pillars and 
down Eighth avenue for some distance. 

Other tests in the lower part of the city 
revealed the presence of a full-fledged trol
ley current below Rector and Greenwich 
streets, which was found to have escaped 
from the Manhattan terminus of the over
head trolley crossing the Brooklyn bridge. 
The escaping current could only have 
found its way so far south of the bridge 
by means of underground water and gas-
pipes aud the metallic foundations of 
buildings. 

Mr. lvnudson quoted from some ex
tensive tests made in Dayton, O., to show 
that it was a mistake to suppose that 
cast iron cannot be attacked and de
stroyed in time by railway currents, and 
to emphasize the penalty to which a city 
is subjected through permitting such con
ditions to exist so long that they may 
shorten the life of valuable city property, 
In conclusion lie said: 

"I have purposely avoided elaborating 
any particular scheme for preventing 
damage by stray railway currents, for 
the reason that methods are perfectly 
well known to railway companies for con
fining currents to their proper conductors, 
such as efficient bonding and providing a 
return that will leave uo inducement for 
the current to seek underground pipes in 
preference to a legitimate conductor. It 
is simply a question of additional 
pense. 

"It is my opinion that ordinary caution 
would suggest that periodical tests 
should be made in every city by compe
tent parties, where a trolley road using a 
ground return is in operation, and the re
ports placed before those having authori
ty to deal with the matter. In this way 
threatened damage by electrolysis to wa
ter and other pipes, as well as to bridges, 
might be arrested and finally controlled.' 

POLYGAMY ALIVE STILL. 

A Missionary Tells of Some of the 
Evils tli at Spring; from Wor monism. 
The last monthly meeting of the Wom

an's Board of Home Missions of the Pres
byterian church was held at 156 Fifth 
avenue and was one of great interest 
Speakiug of it and the work in general, 
Miss Helen C. Burnet said to a Tribune 
reporter yesterday: 

"The aggressive spirit of Mormonismj 
not only in Utah, but in most of thq 
states and territories, is not generally 
known, though it is a fact that its subtle 
teaching Js making converts, even in the 
city of New York. One of our mission
aries wrote to us recently, giving an ex
ample of how much alive polygamy, iu its 
worst form, still is in Utah, in spite of 
the fact that the state is now within the 
Union. .. 

"A woman became the second "wifeof k 
Monuon, was cruelly treated by the first 
wife, and the husband compelled her to 
teach and give him all her earnings. 
When her health failed and she could no 
longer earn money, he deserted her. She 
lived in a miserable way for some years, 
teaching whenever she could. One morn
ing she was found dead in a small stream 
near her home. She leaves one little girl, 
about 8 years of age. It is such reports 
as that that make us feel like putting 
forth superhuman efforts to fight the aw
ful evil. Of fourteen members in one 
family in Salt Lake City several have 
renounced Mormonism, through the efforts 
of our missionaries, and three, a woman 
and two men, are preparing to enter thi. 
Christian ministry."—New York Tribune. 

The English Poet Laureate a 
Troublesome Guest. 

Alfred Austin, the English poet lau
reate, is again in Florence, on a visit to 
Lady Paget, wife of the late British am
bassador to Rome, Sir Augustus Paget. 
The little man is a continual care and re
sponsibility to whoever is unfortunate 
enough to be his hostess, and it is with 
the greatest difliculty that he is enter
tained aud made comfortable. An amus
ing.incident occurred the other day at the 
villa in Bcllosguardo. Upon the arrival of 
her guest Lady Paget sent to iuquire 
what wine he would prefer. Sir Alfred 
replied that he was indifferent and was 
certain to be pleased with whatever kind 
his hostess selected. Therefore at dinner 
Lady Paget said that she had chosen 
Bordeaux, but that if he desired she 
would provide champagne. Sir Alfred 
looked disconsolate and said that he 
wished he could have champagne at once. 
Then Lady Paget was in a dilemma, be
cause Bellosguardo is three miles from 
Florence, and, there being no ice in the 
villa, it was impossible to gratify the 
poet's wish. However, he was promised 
champagne the next day, and, sure 
enough, at dinner the sparkling vintage 
was produced, iced and foaming. Now, 
however, Austin had quite lost his desir<* 
for it and wished only Bordeaux of all 
things in the world. Alas! the last bottle 
of Bordeaux was found to be exhausted 
aud Florence still three miles away. 

This was too much, and Lady Paget or
dered that the next day both Bordeaux 
aud iced champagne should appear on the 
table. Tliiuking that now she was safe, 
she joyfully ushered her guest to the 
board. What was her dismay at being 
asked if she would order of her butler 
a bottle of California Zinfandel, which 
an American gentleman in the train had 
strongly recommended for shattered 
nerves. 

The visit of Sir Alfred Austin in Flor
ence for some unaccountable reason is- to 
be very much curtailed.—Chicago Record. 

A Fortunate Keply. 
The Duke of Ossuna, who during his 

long career as viceroy of Naples was dis
tinguished as much for his sound good 
sense in small matters as in those larger 
questions of statesmanship which made 
him one of the foremost men of Europe, 
once paid a visit to the Cape galley at 
Barcelona. As he passed in and out 
among the crew of slaves he questioned 
several of them regarding their offenses 
for which they were so laboriously paying 
the penalties. Each had plenty of ex
cuses. One said he had been sent there 
from spite; another asserted that the 
judge who ^ sentenced him had been 
bribed; still another declared that his 
being there was all a mistake, and that 
he was suffering for the crime of which 
his brother was guilty. 

At last the duke came to a stout little 
black fellow of whom he asked. 

"Aud what are you here for, any mau?" 
"My lord." replied the slave, "I cannot 

deny that I am justly put in here, for I 
wanted money, and so took a purse, near 
Tarragona, to keep mo from starving." 

Upon hearing this the duke gave him 
two or three blows across the shoulders 
with his stick, saying, as he did so: 

"You rogue, what are you doing among 
so many honest, innocent men? Get you 
out of their company!" 

The thief, who was so surprised that he 
scarcely comprehended what was going 
on, was then set at liberty, while the rest 
were left to labor at the oar.—Harper's 
Round Table. "" 

A Chinese Buddhist Fraud.' 
A Chinese Buddhist priest, who claims 

to have sat in a cave at Adam's peak, 
Ceylon, with his legs crossed, for six 
years, during which time - he. spoke to 
no one, and subsisted on palf an inch of 
a blade of grass only daily, is at present 
in Bangkok- trying to improve his: ex
chequer on the strength of his exploits. 
Ho does not meet with much Success. 

WHEN PAPA'S SICK. 
When papa's sick, my goodness tut keg! 

awful times It makes; 
papo'u 

SUCh aWfUl, HiT.uf UUiva Xk UlllKCQ t 
He speaks In oh! such lonesome tones, 
Anil gives such ghas'ly kind of groans, 
And rolls his eyes and holds his head. 
And makes ma help him up to bed; 
While 81s and Bridget run to heat 
Hot water bags to warm his feet, 
.And I must get the doctor quick— 
We have to jump when papa's sick. 

When papa's sick ma has to stand 
ltlght side the bed and bold bis band, 
While Sis she has to fan an* fan, 
For he says he's "a dylu' man." 
And wants the children round'him to 
Be there when "sufferln' pa gets through;" 
Ho says he wants to say goodby 
And kiss us all and then he'll die; 
Theu moans aud says his "breathln's 

thick"— 
It's awful sad wheu papa's sick. 

When papa's sick he acts that way 
Until he hears the doctor say, 
"You've only got u cold, you know, 
You'll be all right In a day or so." 
And then—well, say, you ought to see. 
He's different as he can be, 
And growls and swears from noon to night 
Just 'cause his dinner ain't cooked right, 
Aud all he does is fuss and kick— 
We're all used up when papa's sick. 

—Joe Lincoln in L. A. W. Bulletin. 

IN GAY NEW YORK. 

The issuance of cards for a reception 
at her residence, January 4 next, by Mrs. 
Pierre Lorillard, Sr., marks the return 
to New York society of a woman who, 
with the late Mrs. Iselin, the late Mrs. 
Belmont, and Mrs. Astor, for many years, 
when New York society had leaders, was 
one of the quartette of grandes dames 

r _J£ho so graciously ruled the social world 
of the day. Through mourning and ill-
health, Mrs. Lorillard has not gone out 
for several years past. Several of these 
years she spent abroad. 

Commenting upon Mrs. Lorillard's an
nounced return to social life, an old beau 
said: "I have sometimes thought that if 
Mrs. August Belmont, Sr., and Mrs. Ise
lin were alive today, and if the old kind
ly and gracious leadership which these 
ladies shared with Mrs. Astor and Mrs. 
Lorillard, stiil prevailed, much of the 
scandal and malicious gossip now so prev
alent, and that is seemingly leaving no 
prominent family hearthstone untouched, 
would not prevail. These ladies did not 
tolerate it in their day, and their influence 
prevented its spread. Many women in 
society have now seemingly lost all 
sense of responsibility. They tell and re 
peat scandals freely, and the ship of so-
ciety, without a helmsman or helms-
woman, is battling with a hurricane of 
loose morals, slander, envy and hate that 
makes its ultimate safety or the course 
it will take to escape its present dangers 
very problematical." 

The ball which Mrs. Astor will give on 
January 9 will be the largest that Mrs. 
Astor haa given in many years. It is 
said that she has decided to make her 
invitations more general than usual, as 
an indication of her indisposition to ac
cept the very narrow social lines that 
have recently been drawn by some of the 
younger fashionable matrons, and that at 
this coming ball will assemble many of 
the people who have always been on Mrs. 
Astor s visiting list, but who, through 
-tailing fortunes or inability or unwilling-
ness to compete with, the greater fortunes 
that have come into being within the past 

years» have not been frequently seen 
at the entertainments of the more ex
clusive set during the past few winters. 

An appropriate and attractive feature 
second of the fortnightly dances, 

which took place at Sherry's, was the 
large sleigh introduced at the close of the 
second figure. All aglow with its crimson 
covering, glistening with garlands of tin
sel, and brimming over with its goodiv 
shaie of artistic favors, it was drawn by 
six pretty maidens, driven with reins of 
white satin ribbon decorated with tinv 
bells, by Mr. Alexander Hadden, the 
leader.°f the cotillon. The favors had 
a Christmas suggestiveuess. Those for 
the young women were small hoops, ropes 
<i'jJ)eari au(* wands covered with 
different colored ribbons and topped by 
bunches of holly. For the men there 
were boutonnieres of holly and bows and 
arrows. u 

New York s cluster of all-night restau-
the neighborhood of Forty-second 

street and Broadway is soon to be in
creased by oue of a variety hitherto 
unknown here. Beer restaurants are 
XrhnfT®11' ,in the great German 

'• TVT thW }iave never before been 
adinn^t f^W h They are l18uall.v an adjunct to some brewery, and New York's 
new restaurant will be of this same kind. 

Playwright, lit-
"On thi -R en,,h9, W'rote a song entitled 

On the Bowery" that it would give that 
thoroughfare a bad name. Yet the ne-
il of

u Pr°Perty owners on the famous 
thoroughfare to have its name changed 
w ould indicate that they are suffering 
from the odium attached to the name It 
is lucky that the following verse was 
never sung, otherwise the petition of the 
Bowery merchants might have carried 
more weight. The verse is included in 
the repertoire, but has never yet been 
sung in public: J en 

Satan sat on his throne below. 
HP ll0t th<-re' as a11 you know, 
rvp uni'-wi.01' Inoutlls- without a break. 
1 ve worked, so now a vacation I'll take" ' 
{f'h. '"Pf considered that this was talk. ' 
Bnt he took the limited for New York 

•And up the Bowery he tried to walk; ' 
But he II never go there any more. 

_ Chorus: 
ihe Bowery, the Bowery! 
n,. M,l,eiVCI ol" worse they stole his purse 

A, Bowery, the Bowery. 
Oh, he'll never go there any more. 

Further than the authorized announce-
rnent niade by Henry T. Sloane regarding 
his domestic affairs, which have caused 
so much gossip in society, the family and 
friends of the family refuse to go. 
Whether the infelicities which have 
caused such a wagging of tongues and 
shrugging of shoulders in upper tendom 
will find their ultimate solution in the 
courts the lawyers of both Mr. and Mrs. 
oloane refuse to say. Delancey Nieoll, 
Airs, bloane's attorney, said he might 
have a statement to make later, but for 
the present he "was not saying much." 
He declared, however, that no divorce 
proceedings had yet been instituted. Mrs. 
Sloane is ill. No callers, not even cards, 
are received at her home, the magnificent 
mansion which Jicr husband deeded to 
her. But her interests are being looked 
after by her brother, Herbert D. Rob-
bins. Mr. Belmont was with him last 
night when he went to call on Delaucev 
Nieoll. 

Ihe trouble between the Sioanes broke 
out one night in August. Mr. Sloane re
turned ^ unexpectedly to Newport from 
New York and encountered a guest to 
whose presence he objected. About the 
manner and the vigor of the objection 
there are two versions of the story. One 
says he was calm and made his protest 
with dignity. Another drawsi a different 
picture—a picture of a rich man, hurt to 
the heart, aud raging at the hurt. He 
stormed as angry men will. He forgot 
the chief danger which eternally besets 
people in society. He declared that he 
would begiu legal action at once, regard
less of what tho end might be. Some
body had a cooler mind and gave a calm 
counsel. There was a consultation, a 
truce, which amounted to a probation, 
with definite conditions. And both innde 
concessions, and the auger was hidden, 
and to cover everything up from prying 
eyes and hush it from eager ears the 
couple went away upon a Western jour
ney, which lnsted for a week. But it was 
of no use. When they came back the old 
whispering aud murmuring and chattering 
began again. The time wore along into 
fall and the separation came, and when 
society was back in town, with its sun
burn, and its claw-hammer, and its topper, 
it was talking like a brood of magpies 
and tho censors who dwell below stairs 
had their say and their joke, too, aud ihe 
groat whirligig, with its tinsel, and its 
flowers, aud tip-toeing and ambitious, and 
revenges, went whirling on for u new 
wiuter season. Mr. Sloane's declaration 
makes plain his consciousness that he is 
in the right of the whole matter, and that 
the children, for whom have been made 
as bold and brilliant social plans as a 
brilliant, beautiful woman could make, 
would when the time for the general dis
ruption came be committed to his fatherly 
care. -• • • • " 

James A. Breese, the man who ,once 
gave a dinner where a girl was served in 
a pie, gave a birthday feast at his studio 
tho other night to twenty-six. guests. His 
latest function was in the nature of a sur
prise, inasmuch as it was announced as a 
mere social event, without any perform
ance, spectacle, or surprise, and with only 
orchestra music. Anything from an ele
phant ballet to a performance of the 
charge up San Juan hill would not flutter 
the guests at a Breese dinner. A year or 
two ago he gave a fancy dress dinner to 
gevepty New York society poople at 
wWoo, natong other departnm, twin vm 

a cakewalk wherein Mrs. Clinch-Smith, a 
niece of Mrs. A. T. Stewart, and Mr. 
Cadwalader did a breakdown in black 
face. 

„The manager of one of the large New 
York shops, speaking of the crusade of 
Georgia clubwomen against silk petti
coats. said: "The katydid loves the gen
tle chirp of its wings, the cricket is 
charmer with its own song, and if you rob 
the New York woman of her musical 
skirt she will not be happy. We have 
learned that the noise is what they want, 
and the louder the 'swish' the better. We 
have been experimenting now for some 
time to find a silk that will squeak like 
a sexton's shoes, for the higher the posi
tion in society the more pronounced must 
be the 'swish.'" 

A peculiar case, traceable solely to the 
! u lt swirls around populous centers, 
is that of a young woman who put her 
faith in a fortune-teller. The latter told 
hei a great change was about to comfe 
into her life, according to the girl's story, 
and she was about to become the wife of a 
rich man. Ever since the superstitious 
girl heard these glad tidings she has been 
watching and waiting for the lover that 
never came. Now she is in Bellevue, siz-
mg up every man who comes within range 
of her meutaiiy unbalanced vision. And 
the seeress still deludes and prospers. 

If the opinions of leading lawyers here 
be any criterion Mrs. Ollie Sumner Teall 
will be sorely disappointed if she expects 
to get a divorce through the agency of 
Khode Island courts. .They declare that 
the statement printed in the World 
in which Mr. Teall claims that as much 
as two years ago he agreed with Mrs. 
Teall that she should come here and ap
ply for a divorce shows collusion and 
that, therefore, no divorce will be grant
ed. 

- • 

Actress Georgia Cayvan is thoroughly 
angry. She proposes to find out how and 
why her name was dragged into the di
vorce suit which Mrs. Oliver Sumner 
Teall has brought against her husband iu 
lthode Island. Furthermore, she intends 
to make the person responsible for it suf
fer. 

A writer, who toils among the fash
ionables, announces that she has discov
ered the secret of Mrs. William Aster's 
figure. Although Mrs. Astor is a grand
mother, she holds herself straight and 
erect like an empress, and simply because 
she never wore a corset. But, then, every 
woman isn't blessed with such a figure 
as capital with which to start. Mrs. As-
tor's superb bearing and easy carriage 
have always been talked about, but the 
secret of it all was never disclosed before. 

It will continue to be the Bowery. The 
plebeian name of Third or Fourth ave
nue will not be extended to the famous 
street. The storekeepers wished the name 
changed on account of the familiar old 
song; but the powers that be evidently be
lieve that the Bowery by any other name 
wouldn't be one whit better, hence their 
refusal to wipe it off the map of the me
tropolis. 

The strange disappearance of a young 
and beautiful woman, prominent in soci
ety, is causing a great deal of comment 
in certain uptown circles. Less than a 
year ago no social function was com
plete without her, and up to six weeks 
ago she was frequently seen at social 
gatherings. Then she suddenly dropped 
out of sight. It is probably another of 
those metropolitan life puzzles, the solu
tion of which must be sought in a sani
tarium or else behind the barred back 
windows of her stately mansion. Judg
ing from skeletons that are no longer 
confined iu the family closets, wealthy 
lunatics are frequently worse off than the 
pauper insane. 

Another big firm iu the Sixth avenue 
drygoods quarter has decided to build a 
ten-story addition to its establishment and 
a great mans houses will have to be de
molished to make room for it. Like a 
neighbor across the way who is preparing 
to add a nine-story annex, this big firm 
uses the advertising columns of live news
papers instead of dead walls and bill
boards. 

T,he New York World notes the fact 
that of the forty-one places of amuse
ment in that city all but thirteen an
nounce a curtain-raising hour later than 
8 o'clock in the evening, whereas but a 
few years ago only three theaters made 
such announcement. 

Rat-catching has become one of the 
leading and most profitable businesses in 
the upper west side of New York. La
dies of high degree now bow to the aris
tocratic rat-catcher and beg him to favor 
them with an afternoon call at his earli
est convenience. If they are able to ob
tain his services within several days they 
must deem themselves fortunate. A 
reign of terror prevails and many good 
housewives threaten to abandon their 
handsome homes and take refuge in ho
tels. . . 

George Gould gave a small dinner par
ty last week which illustrates the fact 
that all seasons are alike to the rich as 
soon as they go in out of the snow. At 
one or another of the courses their palates 
were tickled with fresh asparagus, new 
potatoes and new peas, all grown iu hot
houses. _ Fresh strawberries, grown in 
California and sent across the continent in 
refrigerator cars, were served as part of 
the dessert. These California strawber-
ies are sold at from 75 cents to $1 a box. 
Next, month strawberries raised in East
ern hothouses will be on sale in this city 
and will cost more than $1 a box. A 
fashionable fruiterer said last night he 
supplies fresh fruit and -vegetables all the 
year around to those who can afford to 
buy them. Canned peas and asparagus, 
he said, are unknown on the tables of the 
very rich. Mr. and Mrs. Gould's guests 
were Henry Clews and Mrs. Clews, Rob
ert H. Russell and Duncan Cameron. 

Successful Submarine Navigation. 
"On December 16, 1897, the Argonaut, 

the successful submarine boat" about 
which Henry Clay Hopkins writes in the 
National magazine, "was given her first 
public trial, at Ferry Bar, Baltimore, in 
the presence of a great crowd that had 
gathered on the long bridge and the 
wharves in anticipation of the event. A 
short trip was first taken for the benefit 
of the mayor of Baltimore, who was pres
ent, and for the purpose of showing how 
quickly the vessel could be submerged 
and brought to the surface again. About 
2 p. m. the same day the second trip was 
made, the vessel carrying, besides Mr. 
Lake, who was in command, a crew of 
five men, representatives of New York 
and Baltimore papers—one of whom was 
a young lady—and one or two invited 
guests, in all twelve persons. The Iwat 
was first made to circle about at various 
rates of speed aud degrees of submersion, 
after which the conning tower hatch was 
screwed down and she was entirely put 
under water. Starting in about eighteen 
feet of water, the course was laid iu a 
southerly direction, which carried the ves
sel into the greatest depths iu the imme
diate vicinity. It was found that the 
mud, which is some three or four feet 
deep, so interfered with the wheels that 
they could not be used to advantage for 
rolling on the bottom; the propeller was 
therefore used, the wheels sliding over the 
mud, except for a few minutes when hard 
ground was struck, during which they 
worked perfectly. The channel, dredged 
to twenty-seven, feet, was crossed several 
times, the boat going dowu one side and 
up the other with great ease. After dem
onstrating to the entire satisfaction of his 
guests that he had perfect control of his 
vessel, Mr. Lake announced that he 
would again submerge her. and that a 
diver would pass through the door in the 
bottom, elimo onto the deck, and appear 
on the surface, all of which was accom
plished." 

A Chinese Baby Show. 
The first Chinese baby show ever held 

has just brightened the. history of Pen-
aug, where it will be long and lovingly 
remembered. Two hundred babies were 
shown. They wore their brightest clothes 
and looked like dolls of the highest and 
costliest class. Their satin blouses shone 
in the sun; they wore embroideries of 
birds, bees and flowers; the heads of the 
little boys were shaven, each one showing 
the rudiment of a pigtail behind. The 
girls had their hair stiffened and polished 
till it shone like Japanese lacquer; on the 
top of their heads were little birdcages 
and fringes of beads, with fancy paper 
ornaments, and some wore paper rosettes 
on their temples like a joss, and little 
bells around their necks, which tinkled 
with every movement. On the golden 
yellow ground of the cheek a blush of 
pink was spread, the rosebud mouths 
were touched up and the eyebrows dainti
ly penciled. ' 
Astor Contributes to Gordon Me* 

inorial. 
William Waldorf Astor hae donated 

$20,000 tq'wards the fund being raised in 
England, at the instance of Gen. Lord 
Kitchener, to found the Gordou Memo
rial college at Khartoum, for the pur" 

>080 educating the InhahitaotR of the 
'Qdtlb ; 

CUPID'S FREAKS. 

A parson once felt Cupid's shaft In his 
heart, 

And, willing to yield to the shock, 
Proceeded to search for a balm for the 

smart, 
In the tenderegt lamb In his flock. 

The parson was young and exceedingly shy, 
The maiden was not over-bold; 

They merely continued to nlmper and sigh, 
And the love tale remained all untold. 

The maid was possessed of a true woman's 
wit, 

And she gave to the subject much 
thought; 

At last on a plan 6he felt sure she liad hit. 
That would make matters stand where 

they ought. 

One day, after church, wheu he timidly 
said 

He would like to walk home by her side, 
She opened her prayer-book, and blushing 

rose red, 
jShowed the parson a page turned back 

wide. 

"Ceremony of marriage! God of Love, 
what is this?" 

The parson quite reeled with surprise; 
He was suddenly drunk with a spasm of 

bliss; 
And the black letters danced 'neath his 

eyes. 

"Wilt thou have this woman to be thy 
wedded wife?" 

lie read with a quick-throbbing heart. 
"To have and ta hold for the rest of her 

life, 
And to keep her till death do you part?" 

With Joy the poor parson was now speech
less quite, 

And with fingers that nervously shook 
He turned quickly back to the baptismal 

rite, 
For his answer lay there in the book. 

Then with quivering limbs and tear-suf
fused eyes-

Emotion had made him quite ill— 
He gives her the book where his heart's 

answer lies, 
"Yea, truly, by God's help I will." 

But just at that moment the mischievous 
breeze 

Came flirting and bustling that way, 
And, thinking, "What fun these two people 

to tease!" 
She fluttered the leaves in her play. 

The maiden now felt her long waiting was 
o er, 

Aud lifted her down-drooping head; 
But, alas! 'twas the litany's lines that she 

saw, 
And "Good Lord deliver us!" read. 

A pallor of cheek, a swift flash of the eyes 
And the parson was standing alone. 

Before he could quite overcome his sur
prise 

The sweet little maiden was gone. 

And she thought, as she toiled upstairs to 
her room, 

•How brutal, unmanly and pert!" 
And he murmured low, as he slowly walked 

home, 
"A heartless, unprincipled flirt!" 

—The Poet. 

BECOMING STYLES. 

Women Should Arrange Their Hair 
to Suit Their Features. 

Although American women are reputed 
to keep their youthful spirits and good 
looks as long as the women of most other 
countries do, they pay less attention to 
their hair than other women of the world, 
including the barbarians of the far east. 
French women live for their hair, the 
poorest working girl toiling over her black 
tresses until they shine in their neat coils. 
The poorer class of French women in the 
cities do not wear hats as they go to and 
fro on their outdoor errands, but no mat
ter how simple their gowns may be their 
feet are always neatly shod and their 
heads dressed with infinite care. 

The pompadour style of wearing the 
hair is rampant today, and worn indis
criminately by pretty and ugly women, 
young and old women and women with 
round, with long or with broad faces. 
Nothing could be a greater mistake, for 
no style of hair dressing since the days of 
chignon and looped braids which dangled 
around the ears, transforms a person to 
such degrees as does the pompadour. To 
be becoming it should be done by a wom
an with a "Marie Antoinette" or "minia
ture face"—that is. a face rather long 
than broad, but slender, with decided 
features. Insignificant pug noses, very 
round, childish eyes are apt to make the 
pompadour look like the halo of Miss 
Chrysanthemum. The 'soft fullness of 
the pompadour brings out the best points 
in the slender face and softens the hol
lows about the ears or around the tem
ples. If the face is pale it gi^es a becom
ing background, and if rosy a suitable 
foil. Tho effect of the pompadour on the 
thin-faced woman who has always worn 
her hair dressed severely back from her 
intellectual forehead and thin cheeks, is 
wonderful. On the other hand, the 
round-faced woman, especially if her feat
ures be small, is apt to look like a full 
moon when she encircles her round face 
with a halo of fluffy hair. 

Most of the smart coiffures of today 
show a pnff around the face, a puff at 
each side or a puff at the top, with the 
sidey rather uarrow. This is an^e^treme-
ly becoming mode for women whose faces 
are oval, but inclined to be full and rosy 
rather than spirituelle. When the hair is 
fiat on the crown of the head it is part
ed. sometimes a curl on each side of the 
forehead of a very light fringe of curls 
on the brow relieves the severity. In. the 
bac-k the hair is arranged in a long figure 
8 with curls at either side or a long curl 
at one side; in a braid, .in three puffs en
circled by a coil or a braid: or iu a "bun" 
enclosed iu^a silken net. A mass of curls 
"skewered" with'a handsome pin is also 
worn, and a_ new version of the "Greek 
knot" is being timidly pressed forward 
by enterprising hairdressers'. 

Butterflies are the favorite hair orna
ments this season and they are made of 
diamonds, of gold and silver filigree and 
of colored gauze spangled with sequins. 
Feathers and flowers and ospreys are 
al»-x> used, and stiffened ribbons, tortured 
into weird-looking, upstanding bows. 
Pius and combs of every description, from 
the cheapest silver bangle to beautiful 
pieces of tortoise shell gemmed with dia
monds are worn. Amber combs in broad, 
stiff Empire style, are great favorites, 
and jet and steel are also very smart and 
pretty.—Pittsburg Dispatch. 

Home Life in Porto Rico. 
The native early-morning meal is a cup 

of coffee with milk—addiction to the 
black-coffee habit does not exist in the 
island—and a piece of bread.- Breakfast 
is served at 11 or 12 o'clock, and is sel
dom elaborate, unless guests are in the 
house. Boiled eggs, bread, and coffee 
satisfy the ordinary man. but the hungry 
man eats his garlicky beefsteak in addi
tion. 

Dinner is> the meal of the day. and is 
eaten between 0 and 7 o'clock. This is 
the native's only full heavy meal, and 
this fact may account for his ability to 
eat a quantity of food which leaves the 
average American a victim to indigestion 
and remorse. 

The positions of honor at a dinner table 
are, among the older and non-traveled 
residents, in the following order: The 
head of the table to.the most distin
guished guest: the rest, in the order of 
their rank and importance, ranged around 
to the right, the boat occupying the last 
seat after his guests. The women sit at 
the left of the table, all together. Among 
the more cultured classes the host occu
pies the head, the hostess the foot, the 
places of honor being the seats to the 
right and left of the host. 

The evenings in the home—for instance, 
of an alcalde, Ihe mayor of a town—are 
spent around the center of the marble-
topped table, lazily rocking to and fro iu 
the big chairs. The men smoke their cig
arettes—the women never smoke—and a 
flow of small-talk, filled with simple jokes 
and sallies, constitutes the entire even
ing's amusemeut. Where they have pi
anos, the daughters exhibit their limited 
skill on instruments which are jangled 
and out of tune. One never sees a book 
or a magazine in these houses, though iu 
two or three of the larger cities there are 
many literary men. Reading is not a 
strong point of the island population.— 
Special Correspondence of Harper's 
Weekly. 

The Suicidal Seal Industry. 
We were criminally slow in taking pos

session of the Alaskan islands after their 
purchase from Russia, says David Starr 
Jordan in the Atlantic. In 1868. about 
250,000 skins of young males (worth per
haps $2,000,000), the property of the gov
ernment, were openly stolen by enterpris
ing poachers from San Francisco. As only 
superfluous males were taken, this on
slaught ftuused no injury in the herd. It 
was simply the eonversiou to private uses 
of so much public property, or just plain 
stealing. After 1868 the Pribilof islands 
yielded a> regular annual quota of 100,000 
skins for twenty years, wheu "pelagic 
seeing," or the killing of females at sea, 
was begun, and rapidly cut down the 
herd. This suicidal "industry" originated 
in the.United States, but adverse public 
opinion and adverse statutes finally drove 
it from our ports, and it was central at 
/Victoria, where it awaits itq final coup de 

race frotfl tho Quebec commission of 

During tb« continuation of this won* 

strons business, the breeding herd of the 
I ribilof jglandn was reduced from about 

females (in 1808-84) to 130,000 
(ill 1897). ( It^ is not fair to charge th** 
partial extinction of this most important 
of fur-bearing animals to our bad govern
ment of Alaska, inasmuch as it was ac
complished by foreign hands against our 
constant protest. Yet in a large sense 
this was our own fault, for the lack of 
exact and unquestioned knowledge has 
been the chief drawback in our dealing 
with Great Britain in regard to it. The 
failure to establish as facto the ordinary 
details of the life of the fur seal causo'l 
the loss of our case before the Paris tri
bunal of arbitration. Guesswork, how
ever well intended, was met by the Brit
ish with impudent asuertion. British di
plomacy is disdainful of mere opinion, 
though it has a certain respect for proved 
fact. Moreover, it was only after a long 
struggle that our own people were pre* 
vented (in 18U8) from doing the very 
things which were the basis of our just 
complaint against Great Britain. 

PECULIAR DUTCH CUSTOMS. 

Laviali Entertainment of Betrothed 
Couples, 

Weddings are entered into in Holland 
with boisterous enjoyment. Two weeks 
before a marriage takes place, cards are 
sent out declaring that the banns have 
been published. This is called an "under-
marnage. The card also announcv* 
when the final marriage is to take place 
Ihe wedding itself is a small affair, and 
the civil marriage is the only one recog
nized by law. 

A church wedding is usually looked ui>-
on as a concession to either fashion or 
sentimentality, and is (railed a "COUSC.TU-
tion of the marriage." The couple enter 
the church behind the family members, 
bridesmaids and other attendants. They 
are 11 °wn 8ea^s before the whole as
sembly and the clergyman comes in with 
two witnesses long after the others have 

seated. He first makes a praver, 
then dehvers a sermon on a suitable text, 
which usually brings the bride to tear". 
After that the couple are married in 
ab°Hf the same manner as they were in 
Ii ^,adh.u^. Then a hymn in mihk and 
the blessing given. The whole occupies 
about an hour and a quarter. Before 
leaving the church a huge Bible is pre
sented to the groom. 

During the two weeks of waiting !«--
tween the "under marriage" and the real 
marriage, all the wedding festivities take 
place. The happy couple are literally sur
feited with dinners, balls, and - theater 
parties, and all manner of practical jokes 
are played on the pair. At the dinners 
toasts innumerable are given, and at cach 
the whole company rises from the table 
to. sound and touch glasses with the 
bnde and groom, wno never rise. Theu 
they all fall into the song of "Lang zul-
len ze leven jn hun gloria." Among tin* 
peasants the idea of this continued revel
ing is not to allow the couple a night of 
sleep, if possible, before the wedding dav. 

In place of wedding cake wedding can
dies are given—"bruid-zuikers," thev are 
called. They are handed around by* chil
dren, and are served in flower-trimmed 
baskets. When the married pair depart 
for their wedding trip there is no frolick
ing or fun such as throwing rice aud old 
shoes. It is not often that there is danc
ing at wedding festivities. 

After the honeymoon is over the couple 
come home to a quiet existence, and' 
their friends take little notice of them, 
^o more dinners or parties arf given in 
their honor. They settle down to tin-
home life which is the strength of Hol-
luid's people, the three chief attributes 
of which life are economy, comfort and 
cleanliness. 

The regularity of the housekeeping is 
disturbed by Botbinjr ivhm once b^jnin. 
Servants are so trained to the customs 
and hours for each special line of work 
that nothing but death would bring about 
a change, so that even if a young woman 
on her marriage has not learned the sys
tem, her maid's habits and movements 
wiU soon put her into the household track. 

Key baskets are as numerous among 
weddings gifts as pieknives iu America, 
for lock up is the keynote of advice 
given to the daughter as she departs from 
the maternal care. A "doofi>otje,"' (an 
extinguisher for a smoldering turf, con
sisting of a handsome brass pot with a 
lid that fits tight), is often in miniature 
given by the father of the bride, with the 
good-natured request to have it set on the 
mantelpiece of the new home. From this 
has arisen the saying, "Put it in the 
doofptje," when family differences arise. 
—Hague Correspondent in New York 
Press. 

Bismarck's Autobiography. 
The exception to the Russian sentiment 

was found in the Princess Augusta. In 
his reflections over the Crimean war and 
in the chapter on Wilhelm I.. Bismarck 
writes most frankly of his royal mis
tress. He says: "It was a necessity of 
her being to oppose the acts of her broth
er-in-law's administration, as well as la
ter her husband's measures. Her influ
ence changed according to circumstances, 
but was of such nature and importance 
to the very last years of her life that it al
ways fell into the scale against the prime 
minister. When the necessities of the po
litical situation demanded liberal ideas the 
Empress was conservative to the last de
gree, and surrounded herself with that 
element. _ When the government took a 
conservative tone her majesty proulptly 
ranged herself on the-other side." IH the 
the days when she was Princess of Prus
sia she maintained a sort of - opposition 
court at Coblenz. where her "contrari
ness" had full swing. Acting under the 
influence of the traditions of the Weimar 
court of seventy years before, she made 
it her practice to especially distinguish 
any glib Frenchman-or-stray Englishman 
who came in her way. for no other appar
ent reason than the respective-nationality 
of each. A Protestant and 'the - wife of 
a Protestant prince, sue showed special 
favor toward German Catholics,, going 
out of her way to further the wishes of 
the Rhenish priesthood. As priucess it 
was her habit to give her consort after-
breakfast lectures, to read his letters, and 
to insist upon being informed of all_af-
fairs of state, and this amiable practice 
she maintained when later she liecame 
Queen and theu Empress. Poor Kaiser 
Wilhelm had a time of it with his royal 
and imperial spouse.- During _the Austri
an war she suddenly veered around to 
sympathy with Franz Joseph, and is sup
posed with right to have inspired certain 
articles in the Kreux;zeitung. Then, when 
all Germany was aflame at the insults 
offered by France, Bismarck tells us: 
"They say Queen Augusta before his 
journey from Ems to Berlin implored her 
husband with tears to remember Jena 
and Tilsit, and to prevent war. All of 
which I can believe, except the tears." 
And this after the minister had ,«o care
fully edited that famous Ems telegram. 
Through the Franco-Prdssian war the 
Queen was a secret foe; it was easier to 
plau a campaign than to ontwit her; but 
out-maneuver her (be chancellor did on 
each occasion, though she was always a 
source of surprise to him, as she was a 
means of discipline to her lord.—Harper's 
Bazar. 
The Gordon Memorial College at 

Khartoum. 
To the suggestion that subscriptions 

would be welcome from Americans to the 
fund for establishing a Gordon memorial 
college at Khartoum, response has been 
made by our W. W. Astor of - London, 
with a contribution of £5000. If Mr. As
tor desires that his gift should he regard
ed as representative, no objection is like
ly to be made on this side of the seas, 
where Gen. Gordon is very highly honored 
as a pious man and a heroic soldier. The 
impression that he has left in the minds 
of Americans is that his aims, lieyond 
those of any British soldier of his genera
tion. were for the spread of Christianity 
and civilization, aud that the extension of 
the British empire interested him only as 
an incident of the accomplishment of those 
greater purposes. As a people of senti
ment, wno wage wars of humanity, the 
Americans must rejoice to see Gordon's 
memory honored.—E. S. Martin in Har
per's Weekly. 

Words of Wisdom. 
In an enemy spots are soon seen. 
'Hie finest shoe, often hurts the foot. 
Hoist your sail when the wind is fair. 
They that live longest must die at last. 
Health ia not valued until sickness 

comes. 
Three luav keep counsel if two be away. 
If you cannot bite never show your 

teeth. . 
Ignorance is less hateful than conceitcd-

ness. 
When a man grows angry his reason 

rides out.—Good Housekeeping. 

Hot Milk an Excellent Stimulant. 
When overcome by bodily fatigue or ex

hausted by brain labor no stimulant, so-
called, serves so well the purpose of 
refreshment and rest, both bodily and 
mentally, as milk. When heated as hot 
as one can readily take it it may be 
sipped slowly from a tumbler, and as it 
is easily digested one feels very soon its 
beneficial effects. Few persons realize 
the stimulating qualities of this simple 
beverage.—Ladies' Home Journal. 
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