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HIS FRACTURED GIFT.

Why Their Engagement Was Abruptly
Terminated.

There is a certain young gentleman in
Clifton who is carrying an engagement
ring in his pocket which no longer en-
gages. And all because he is one of
those brainy youths of whom there are
only a very few left unpicked from the
bush.

Just before Christmas he found him-
self running short of funds, yet he could
not bear the idea of giving anything but
o handsome present to his fiancee, Ho
came so near having a conniption fit
that he sprained his better jndgment.

Going to one of the down town fash-
ionable dealers in rich pottery of all
sorts, he selected a mnagnificent oriental
jar, worth originally fifty dollars at tho
lowest cash price, and which would have
adorned any cabinet of bric-a-brac in the
country.

The piece had by some casualty boen
smashed into irreparable bits, and was
about to be thrown away by the dealer.

- With a gleam of triumph in his eye the

young man from Clifton asked the prico
of the jar in its shattered conditicn.

The dealer, in some surprise, declared
it a gift ontright to any one who would
take the fragments away. The young
man from Clifton rabbed his hands with
a Mephistophelian grin.

“What will you charge to box and
ship it in the same style s you would if
it wero entire?” he asked with design in
his eye.

The dealer named his charge, some-
what astonished.

“Good,” said the young man from
Clifton. *“I will take the jar as it is.
Here is your charge for packing. Be
sure it is done as carefully as with an
entire piece and ship it to this address,”
and he ‘handed the amazed dealer the
street, number and name.

Then with o triumphant chuckle he
strolled on, confident that he would re-
ceive credit for the present of an un-
broken jar, while all the breakagoe would
be charged to the carelessness of the ex-
press agency that handled the shipment.

But that was where he miscued.

Last night he went to call, to see the
old year out with her.

There were metaphorical icicles upon
the edges of the card receiver that met
bimm at the door, and the atmosphere
grew colder and colder as he advanced
into the parlor with a confident smile,

The young lady received him with a
ten-degrees-below-zero-and - still - falling
air that made his heart take the elevator
upon the down trip. Bui he put on a
bold face and asked cheerily:

“Pleasant. Christmas, I suppoese, deart”

“Yes, Mr, —, very.”

“Did you—er—er—receive—er—my—
little gift?’

“Yes, Mr. —, [ received it.”

It was packed all right then, was it?"

“Yes, Mr. —, it was packed all
right. In fact, it was packed a little too
well to have neceded packing at all?”
And the emile ehe sinole as she spuke
would have frozen hoky poky.

“Why—er—what do you mean? he
faltered.

Thrusting aside the portiere she pushed
the box before him.

The astute dealer had carefully wrap-
ped each and every single broken bit in
tissue paper by itself beforc boxing the
pile.—Cincinnati Commercial Gazette.

Advantages About Equal.

Challenging Party’s Second (coming
forward. hastily)—My principal desires
me to say that the distance cf only ten
paces, for which you stipulate, gives your
principal an unfair advantage, sir.

Challenged Party (speaking for him-
sélf)—In what way, sir?

“¥*He is a large, fleshy, man_and you
aro cxtremely thin. At that distance
you can hardfy miss him, while it would
Ye about as difficult to hit you at ten
paces as at twenty.”

“That's all right. If he hits me his
bullet will go out on the other side, and
if my bullet hits him_ it won't go half
way through. The thing is about even.
Tell him to take his place!"—Chicago
Tribune.

Like Him.,

They had onco been very fond of each
other, but tho quarrel came.

“Very well,” he said in his most dig-
nified tone. “I will return you the only
token I have from you.”

*To what do you refer?”

“Those slippers you gave me for
Christmas. They are too large for me
anyhow.” ;

‘‘Blippers!” -she echoed scornfully.
“How like your vanity it is to suppose
tsht:ry weré Rnot earmuffs!"—Washington

Slzing Him Up.

*Can I get ont by this gate, my man?
] think yo can, for Isaw a cart o' hay
comein by it this mornin?’—Comic Cuta.

Wantod the Other Kind.
Hashback—M:ry!
" Waitress—Yeg, sir.
‘Hashback—Take back this cup and
bring me something else.
< y—What will you have, coffee or

tea?

. Hashback—Oh, I am not particular—
it thh_iﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂae.h'nﬁonm.ud.u it's
tea give me coffce.-

.~ Boston Globe. __

It Was There.

A bell boy st tho Great Northern does |

not believe in going beyond his literal
instructfons. A guest rushed to the
cashier’s desk: He had just ten min-
tites in which to pay his bill, reach the
depot and board his train. “Great
Scott!” he exclaimed, “I've forgotten
something, Here, boy, run up to my
room, B 48, and see if I have left my
toothbrush and sponge. Hurry! Tve
only five minutes now!” The boy hur-
ried. He returned in four minutes out
of breath. ‘Yes, sir,” he panted; “you
left them there.”—Chicago Mail,

QOut of the Question,

Aunt—Put on your red dress, Cora.

Cora—Impossible. It would make the
dining room too gaudy. We have toma-
toes and strawberry icecream for dinner.
—Anawers.

She Was His Friend.

The man with a cluster of diamonds
in his ghirt was dazed. »

The room geemed to whirl about him.,
He was conscious of nothing save that
the cold and haughty woman whom he
adored had of her own free will flitted
to his side and whispered in his car,

" “Meet me alone,” she had softly mur-
mured, her sweet warm breath fanning
his cheek, *‘in the conservatory.”

A wild exhilaration thrilled him. He
walked on air.

‘“She loves me, sho loves me,” was the
thought that chased madly through his
excited brain.

*Else why does she thuaspenk to me?
he argued with his faint doubta.

Asg in a dream he sought the conserva-
tory. There she stood, divinely radiant,
rivaling in beauty the rose and in ma-
Jjesty the lily at her side.

A smile illnminated her glorious coun-
tenance.

“My friend”——

Her voice was mellifiuonsly thrilling,

——*T have a deep interest in yon.”

He would have fallen on his knees hut
for her sudden gesture of deprecation,

“I have asked yon to come here,” she
vroceeded kindly, “to tell you something
which you ought to Imow.”

“Speak,” he cried, “and confirm my
happiness or geal my doom."”

She sighed gently.

“Yes, my friend”——

A look of profound pity invested heax
features.

—*4] will tell you. Your collar but-
ton shows above younr necktie.”

He managed to find words to thank
her before she flitted back to the ball-
room.—Detroit Tribune.

A Serious Drawback.

“Jack, my dear fellow, your cousin is
a delightful creature! I wish I had her
for a wife!”

“You needn’t wish anything of the
kind.”

“What? Why not?”

“She can't play the piane.”

“Well, you don't think she is any the
worse for that,; surely?’

“I said she could not play the piano.
but the mischief s, she will play, not-
withstanding.”—Damen Journal,

A Great Success,
Maude—Iwas at the theater last night,
but I didn’t sce the star, Miss Buskin,
She was ill and uneble to appear.

Clara—That was too bad. Without

her the play must have been tame
cnough.

Maude—Not at all. Mias Buskin’s new
Paris gowns were displayed on wire
forms, and people said that the play went
rather better than usual.—Boston Tran-
script.

No Work for Him.

Philanthropist—What's tha matter,
my man?

Dejected Individual—I am one of those
whose employment has been taken from
them by the change in styles of woman's
dress.

‘““What is your business?

“Btreet sveeper.”—Detroit Fres Preas,

Bomo Sport Left Yetu
New Yorker—The game out wost is
fast disappearing, co I anderstand.
Western Man—The officers at the
frontier posts have not quit playing
poker.—Texas Biftings.

o Afternoon Tea.
Tlmm'ai A rumble of coaches outside, and a
stir ]
Of damsels half smotlicred in velvet and fur,
All !:loonﬁdnz and dimpled, some gentle, some
proud,
A light hearted, happy, lnsouciante crowd,
Who flock up the stalrs, now by two, now by

three,
To joln in the revel of alterncon tea.

Through the mellowing dusk of the oandle
lit rcom .

A faint scent drifts out as of roses in bloom,

A clinking of china, a snatch of o song

Cpught up by a fiddle and floated along;

A current of chatter for fashion's decreo

Eespe tongues ou the wag at an afternoon
tea.

With jesting and laughter they come and
they go, .

A flippant procession of beautfl and beau;

Thelr jests and their gessip enliven the alr

So empty of carnsst, so heedless of care,

Thut all the gay spirits among them agree

The more make the merrier afterncon tea.

But 1 am far wiser than they, for I feal

That & cozy wood five stirred up to reveal
Two chairs and a table drawn Into the glow,
And Polly to pour out the fragrant Pekoe,
The pink cup for ker end the white one for

me
Is the on'l}' real way to tako ntuwnolz

=kl Sy

AROUND THE THRONES,

The Scotch journeys of Queen Vioto-
ria annually cost her private purse $30,-
000.

The Moscow monument to the late
Emperor Nioholas of Russia, which has
been seven years in construction, now
approaches completion, and it is expected
to be ready for dedication next spring.

The king of Greece likes to walkabout
the streets ¢f Athens unattended by any
members ot his suite. On Sundays ho
occasionally goes to the English Church
of St. Paul, where he occupies any pew
that may be ¥asant.

The Empress Frederick, who was once

o pupil of the late Dr. Von Hofmann,
has accepted the position of patroness of
the Hofmauun house, a scientific insfi-
tution which i3 to be crected in Berlin
in memory of that cclebrated professor
of chemistry. ]

For the first tims since Crown Prince

recently appeared ot a grand court Tete,

i Rudolph's death the empress of Austria |

The occasion was the dimner in honor of |

the czarowitz, who was his majesty’s

est at the Hofburg on his raturn jour- |
gy—frzm%,»mee. SR 3
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FASHION'S FANCIES.

Blightly draped skirts are appearing.

The new princess dresses, cut with
low corselet bodice, are very striking in
effect.

. 'The flowers applied on ladies’ leather
pocketbooks, cardcases and diaries are
pretty. |

Modistes are just now making great '
use of empire ruches and rosettes of both |
lace and silk and velvet ribbon.,

Coats and capes look best fashloned
with a continuous collar—that s, one |
that has no seam at the neck, but is car- |
ried up straight from the wrap itself, }

with no dividihg line.

Dark Russian red cloth costwmes, with |
Louis XIV coat bodice and short trained |
cornet skirt, are very handsome when !
trimmed on vest, revers, sleeve cuffs and
skirt with black silk soutache braiding
and black fox fur bands. i

The Columbus cape of cloth or velvet I
is quite popular. It has a sort of vest
plece inside the fronts, which affords ex- |

tra warmth and protection, and its broad ,

collar and large neck ruff give it a very '
distingnished appearance.

Figured satins made specially for em- | |
ire dresses have tiny palms, stars, roso- | |

unds, spangles, dots and other small fig- 4
ures scattered over the groundwork or
arranged in rows or spirals of light or |
contrasting color. These are used for |
receptions and dinners, with some of the |
light or contrasting color introdaced in
;ﬂgings and trimmings.—New York
'ost. v

ARYLAND
°BAKER

35 FOuL, FISH, ETC.,
AND FO
B AKES END "
M
Ny, PUDDINGS

SIMPLEST
AND CHEAPEST

THE STEAM produced by the procest of cooking

cannot @scape, is absarbed by tha ariicle In the
roastes, and acts a3 a bas'ing. There Is no evap-
eration, no drylng up or burning, hence no shrinkage
or loss of weislit, and all the flaver ard nulritious
qualitizs of the brod are re‘ained, Tough meats 2re
made tender. and any article roasted or baked will be
swaelcr, healthier and more digestible. Put the food
in the reaster, r!aaetlw roaster in & well hcatod oven;
the roas.er will do1ha cooking. It requires no at-
tantion. Can gnlj bo bought from dealers, the trade
suppiied Ly:

MATTHA:, INGRAM & CO,,

120 HANOVER ST., BALTIMORE, HMD,
684 READE 6T.,, NEW_YORNK,

T e
E;tt(i aith

Will Save You.

Itisa new and completc treatment, consist-
ing of Suppositories, Ointment in Capsules (also
Ointment in Box) and Pills. An abaolute and
guaranteed cure for Piles of whatever kind
or degree. External, Internal, Blind or Bleed-
ing, Itching, Chronic, Recent or Hered:tarz,
and many other diseases and female wea
nesses ; it is 2lways a great benefit to the gen-
eral health, The first discovery of a medicalcure
rendering an operation with the knife unneces-
sary hereafter. This Remedy has
never been known to fail. ‘$r.00 per
box, six for §5.00; sent by mail prepaid on re-
ceipt of price. why sufler from this terrible
disease when you can get a guaranteed remedy?

JOSEPH R. HOFFLIN & CO.,
Druggist, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

1 9000040000090 502000000
> A WRITTEN GUARANTEE

p Positively civen by The Japanese Reme-

dies Co. to each purchaser of six boxes,

when purchased at one time, to refund

p the §5.00 paid if not cured.

©H00I00V00PVPVPOOT LTI v M‘A-@-&WO\‘P@WWM

adidbbbd
yyve

4
)9 0090000000000000000000

i Al
AN S

£ T-"g&‘,‘
feanE 1 &hk
Pie 1 oa
i ETYLE Ay

HAVE  TONE,

ST ACTION
?E‘E}f{’ r@i‘ FHAME WORK,

=S VA AND FINISRH

AND MODERATE PRICES.
GUARANTEED 8 VEARS,
SENG FCR CIRCULAR AHD PRIDES.

The Cornett Piano o, AT 1t
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SILURIAN

SPRING WATER.

NATURE’S |\J5 bring the beae-
th ond-
GREATEST ' crful water 1o
mr home—bottles or

rels—retaining all

( u KE of its purity and cura-
52 PAGE BOOK ' Dyspepeis,Bladder,

MAILED FREE. Kidney or Urinary
X “troubles immediately
relieved and cured by its use. Itisa
mild alterative, purifies the blood, renews
sirength and encigy, | Endorsed and re-
commended by the physicians of America.

SILURIAN MINERAL SPRING CO,,
WAURESHA, WISCONSIN,

When you can have
immediate relief, a per-

SUFFER
fect, speedy, and .

manent cure without WITH THAT '

in or sorenéss, and
iaremcdr which dries c< ,R“
instantly and wsoils
nothing ing.

by using

LIEBIG'S CORN (EURE:

And other
indurations

r_n‘" MARK of the skin,

Cure Guaranteed or Money Returned.

25c. at Drug Stores,
Mailed for 30c.

J. R. HOFFLIN & CO.

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.
8Ce

WANTED

]
|

§
®
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In every town in each state
to sell our 8Solid Columbian
Bilver Table Knives and
Forks; these goods are not
plated goods but solid, and
will hold their color equal to
sterling silver goods and will
coat only about one-quarter
the prices of sclid sterling
silver. The goods are sold by
agents only and we warrant
tlEem to stand the-test cof
years or refund the mozey, a

uarantee will go with exch

ozen and backed up by &n
old reliable company which
has the reputation of making
the best goods on the market,
Bampleasent on recieptof2s
cents, for which we will for-
ward youour pricss and dis- x
count to agents, Agents
make from 10 t0 35 dollars per
dﬂ,o

=
e ADDRESS —

m{pson & Hart Co.
Unionyille, Conn.

CO00I000P90 000
BOSTON

CuesTWEICGHT

FOR YOUR HOME.

Price Complete $4.00 and Upward,
The handromest, most prrctical and durable CHEST WEIGHT ontho m;r-

liet, for Home or Gymnasium. ¥inlshed in Bicycle Enamel, Swivel Pulleys,
Steel Rods, Rubber Bumpers, Adjustable Weights, Braided Cord, ete. Neatly

packed for shipment, with book of instruction. Send for Price List to the Schu.

macher Gymuasium Co,, Akvon, Olilo,

et B 5 -4
Beod Btamp for INustrated Prioe List.

o The Sehumﬂr Gymaasium Co, ¥z
N A Row!

 HUMBERS AND ROVERS
Have taken 44 First Awards at International Exhibits,

including Grard Prize at Paris Exposition. 23 years on th
market, and by far the largest cycle makers in the world.

Puy bicycles with a reputation to

ose.
Send for latest art catalogue.
Agencies in all the principal cities
¥of the world, and In 4co American
towns. 4co more agents wanted.
Write for proposition.

THE HUMBER-ROVER
CYCLE CO,,

285 Wabash Ave., CHIDAGD,
WE SELL

DIRECT WHERE THERE IS NO

FOR CASH OR ON TIME.

—

SCORCHER

LicHT,

SRS

QRACEFUL.

Strona.

Pneumatic Tires, $150.00. BR
SEIND FOR CATALOGUE,

POSITIVELY HIGHEST POSSIBLE GRADE.

ETZ
'PHILADELPHIA, PENN,

BICYCLES.

& CURTIS MFG. CO.
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