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THE LEGISLATURE. -

Both Bodles Are in Good Working
Ordm_-.

Gessipy Letters Giving In Detafl the More
lm_ortant Work of the Senate
and House of Repre-
sentatives.

Bt. Paul, Feb. 9.—Yesterday wasa
du!l day in both branches of the legis-
lature., A good many members went
home over Sunday and the attendance
was light. In the senate a bill was in-
treduced limiting fire insurance com-
panies to one line of business; alsoa
bill relieving the receiver of the Bank
of New England, of Minneapolis, from
paying interest on the funds belonging
to the state, the bank had when 1t
failed. The bank had over $61,000
when its doors closed and the amount
has been paid in full. As there is not
money enough to pay other creditors in
full the bill proposes to relieve the re-
ceiver from paying interest which ac-
crued between the time of the failure
and time of the final payment to the
state.

In the honse the business was even
of less importance than it was in the
senate. Only seven Dbills were intro-
duced and five of those were for roads
and bridges. The only episode of in-
terest was a squabble over a bill or-
ganizing the unorganized counties in
the northern part of the state. Such a
biM was introduced and referred to the
committee on towns and counties. That
committee reported back a substitute.
Mr. Feig wanted the bill again referred
to the committee on towns and coun-
ties, of which he is chairman, claiming
that there were several parties who
wanted to be heard. The argument
against the reference was that the
owners of pine timber are always in-
vepting schemes for delay in order to
prevent the organization of counties,
because such organization increased
their taxes. This argument carried the
day and the bill was sent to the com-
mittee of the whole, instead of to the
committee on towns and counties.

St. Panl, Feb. 10.—Though there have
been 607 bills introduced in the legis-
lature up to date, the visitor at the
sessions yesterday would have scarcely
imagined that there was anything to
do. The fact is, nearly all the bills are
in the hands of committees, and some
of the committees are absolutely buried
with proposed legislation. In the sen-
ate yesterday five bills were passed
and eleven introduced. Among those
passed was the bill putting the grain
inspection department under civil serv-
ice, and also the traveling hbrary bill.
One of the measures introduced was
the constitutional amendment author-
izing the legislature to call on the su-
preme court for an opinion as to the
constitutionality of bills pending, in
order to avoid passing unconstitutional
measures. There was the usual drive
at corporations by a bill inflicting a
penalty on railroads for failing or re-
fusing to furnish cars for shippers.
Another, similarly aimed, proposes to
tax express, telephone and telegraph
companies. A compulsory education
bill was- presented, which requires
every child between 8 and 16 years old
to be sent by parent or guardian to
school for twenty weeks each year in
cities of over 30,000 people, and in
smaller places twelve weeks annually.

The house was treated to the novel
spectacle of the speaker apologizing
for misconduct. It seems that on Mon-
day, in his zeal in favor ot a bill, the
speaker -advocated it from the chair,
when he should have called some one
else to the chair and spoken from the
floor. He announced that he had made
a mistake and wished to apologize.

There is a constant fear being ex-
pressed that the unseating of Senator

- Frank A. Day invalidates the Ander-

son bill taxing railroad lands. A bill
renewing the Anderson bill has been
introduced in both houses, but the one
in the house was killed yesterday by a
vote of 82 to 14. There was quite a
long debate before the bill was post-
poned and the opinion was freely ex-
pressed that the Anderson bill would
no longer hold. Mr. Anderson himself,
who is again a member of the house,
does mnot share that opinion, and he
urged the members yesterday mnot to
cast a cloud on his bill bv re-enacting
it. In this request he was accommo-
dated. No bills: were passed in #he
house and but few introduced, the
greater portion of the time being spent
in debating the bill proposing to abol-
ish capital punishment.

St. Paul, Feb. 11.—At last the reap-
portionment committee has been com-
pleted. Lieut. Gov. Gibbs appointed
on yesterday the 14 members to which
the senate is entitled and the house
having appointed its committee three
weeks ago, nothing now remains but
for the committee to get together and
formulate a bill to be defeated by dis-
agreement between the two houses.
This is on the theory that history will
repeat itself. Reapportionment is six
years past due, and at each of the pre-
ceding sessions of the legislature an
ineffectual effort has been made to
pass a reapportionment bill. Mean-
time the newer portions of the state
are deprived of proper representation
while the older portions have more
than their share.

Of course it was expected that the
state would pay the expenses of ex-
Senator Day and his successful com-
petitor Senator Dunn, in the recent
free-for-all over the Sixth district seat.
Jhe matter came up Yesterday in the
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form of a resolution giving Besean
Dunn $1,978 and ex-Senator Day
$1,425.28, a total of £3.601.25. As the
bills are not itemized it is impossible tc¢
determine what the 25 cents was ex-
pended for. .

Among the bills introduced in the
senate was one increasing the liquor
license in small towns from $500 to
$1,000. This will enable the small
towns to put on city airs, by paying as
much license as anyone. Another bill
reduires druggists to furnish copies of
prescriptions any time within two
years after they are put up. There is
a shrewd suspicion that this bill is de-
signed to secure evidence against
‘“‘blind pigs” in case the county option
bill or the $1,000 license for small
towns, prevails. After passing six
bills the senate had but two more left
on the calendar awaiting passage.

The house was flooded with bills yes-
terday, thirty being introduced, twelve
of them being for roads and bridges,
and four others carrying appropria-
tions with them. The largest proposed
appropriation was $70,000 to buy seed
grain for farmers who lost their crops
last year owing to storms. Another
bill, the third of the kind, taxesex
press, telegraph, telephone and sleep
ing car companies.

The bill abolishing capital punish.
ment received its quietus by the de-
cisive vote of 25 yeas to 75 nays.

The house had more fun with the bi-
cycle path bill, amending it so that it
is practically useless, and then putting
it it on the calendar to be defeated
when it comes up for passage. Aslong
as the farmers can ride on sulky plows
they evidently do mot propose to im-
peril their lives by using bicycles.

The house held a long special session
last night to hear the attorneys argue
the contest in the 45th district. E. 8.
Hall, populist, is the sitting member,
and J. N. Coates, republican, contests.
The committee reported in Mr. Coates’
favor, which gives him a good deal of
prestige. After listening to the argu-
ments, the matter was put over until
today for final decision.

St. Paul, Feb. 12.—To the surprise of
a great many people the house on yes-
terday decided not to unseat E. S. Hall
representative from the 45th legislative
district. The claim Mr. Coates made
on the seat was a very technical one.
Under the election law a voter must
swear that he cannot read in order to
have the judges permit some one to
mark his ballot. It was not denied
that the judges had permitted parties
to have their ballots marked for them
on the mere statement that they eould
not read, and that.there were enough
such cases, if the votes were thrown
out, to elect Coates. The republican
leaders in the house declared that they
would not take advantage of such a
technicality, and of course the popu-
lists and democrats were in favor of
Hall from the start. The result was
that only fourteen voted to unseat Hall
while ninety voted to have him retain
his place. This result was quite in
marked contrast from the action of the
senate in the Day-Dunn matter.

In the senate yesterday senator Whit-
ney announced that he had been given
a telegram stating that unless Aitkin
county paid a claim of some Minneapo-
lis bridge builders a bill legalizing cer-
tain bonds issued by that county would
never pass the legislature. That seltled
it. The bill might or might not have
passed on its merits, but when the sen-
ate were informed that the failure to
pass it would be used as a leverage to
collect an account, the bill went
through flying. Between the legisla-
ture and Aitkin county the bridge men
who hold that account may not realize
any more than the depositors in some
of our broken banks.

The West Publishing company of St.
Paul has for many years been without
competition in the publication of the
reports of the supreme court. This
year Frank Dufresne appears upon the
scene, and offers to furnish them at
$1.50 per volume, while the state has
heretofore paid $2. The West com-
pany came down to Dufresne’s price,
but it seems to have been too late, and
the senate judiciary committee recom-
mends that the man who originally
cut the price be given the contract.
This recommendation seems likely to
be adopted.

The bill prescribing and limiting the
qualifications of parties desiring to be
examjned for teachers’ certificates was
indefinitely postponed. @Among the
bills introduced was a new one to regu-
late the tax on iron mines. It levies
a tax of 5 cents per ton on iron ore.
The proposition to re-enact the Ander-
son bill does not seem to make any
great headway. The senate does nmot
like to establish the precedent that
Senator Day’s vote invalidated the An-
derson bill. There are other bills in
the same situation, hence these tears.

Yesterday was a very dull legislative
day, and today being a legal holiday
(Lincoln’s birthday), there will be no
session whatever.

GREENLAND boys are great egg col-
Jectors. As soon as the gulls and other
birds that nest in the far north ap-
pear in the spring the work begina.
No boy who has not practiced a great
deal at climbing the rough mountain
sides and creeping over the glaciers is
allowed to venture on the perilous
task.

Rice asphalt fields have just been
discovered in Mexico which threaten
to rival those of Trinidad. The Amer-
jcan vice consul at Matamoras tele-

graphs that an asphalt field, 20 miles

uare, has just been found near that
ce and that capitalists are prepar-
to work it. A

LEGISLATIVE ROUTINE.

Briefly Showing Bills Introduced and Busi-
ness Finlshed.

St. Paul, Feb. 9.—The senate held a
short session in the morning and ad-
journed for the day. The following
bills were introduced:

Empowering cities, villages and bor-
oughs to disinter bodies from aban-
doned and neglected cemeteries, rebury
them and use the old cemetery fora
park.

For the appointment of civil service
commissioners in Minneapolis.

Appropriating $500 for bridges in
Kandiyohi county.

Appropriating 8500 for a bridge in
Kandiyohi county over Halverson
slough.

Appropriating 500 for a bridge in
Kandiyohi county.

Amending law relating to actions by
administrators.

Amending laws of 1895 relating to
domestic stock and fire insurance com-
panies.

Releasing the receiver of the Bank
of New England {rom paying interest
therein.

In the house the following bills were
introduced:

Amending the present law relating
to common school districts and ‘the
payment of treasurer’s reports.

Appropropriatinn 8500 to aid in
building bridges and roads in the town
of Kingman, Renviile county.

Appropriating 5,000 to aid in road
and bridge building in Itasca county.

Appropriating $5,000 to aid in road
and bridge building in Aitkin county.

Appropriatiog $5,000 for a bridge
aeross Willow river in Aitkin county.

Appropriating $2,500 for road im-
provement between Elk river and Sher-
burn county.

To give minors the right to draw
their pay unless parents or guardians
give notice tothe contrary.

St. Panl, Feb. 10.—The senate had
few absentees yesterday, and the only
petition presented was one by Senator
Whitney asking that bank failures be
inquired into. The f{following bills
were passed:

To regulate and improve the service
of grain inspection and weighing and
registration in the state of Minnesota.

To amend laws relating to uses and
trusts.

To amend laws of 1878, to exempt a
husband from liability for torts com-
mitted by his wife.

To ereate and provide for a system
of traveling publiec libraries, and to
promote the establishment of free pub-
lic libraries and to create a public li-
brary commisaion.

To amend general statutes of 1878
reiating to the issuance of bonds for
the erection of public buildings by
cities, towns and villages.

In the house the following bills were
introduced: To provide seed grain to
farmers who lost their crops by storms
in 1898. To appropriate $70,000 for
purchase of same.

Providing for payment of wages to
employes of corporations which have
been placed in the hands of a receiver.

Relating to actions for the division
of real property.

To amend laws relating to terms of
senators and representatives of the
legislature of this state.

To repeal laws relating to uses and
trusts.

To appropriate $3,750 for compensa-
tion of the commission in the case of
Minnesota and Wisconsin on the mat-
ter of the government harbor at the
head of the lakes.

To amend laws declaring certain
weeds a8 noisance, and providing for
their destruction.

St. Paul, Feb. 11.—Senator Dunn,
yesterday. offered a resolution, alleg-
ing discrimination by the Chicago,
Milwaukee and St. Paul railway
agamnst St. Panl, Minneapolis and
southern Minnesota cities, in favor of
Chicago and Eastern points, and ask-
ing the railroad and warehouse com-
mission to investigate the allegation.
The resolution was adopted. The fol-
lowing bill were introduced:

Amending section 7, of article 1, of
the constitution, relating to rights of
persons accused of crime.

To validate the mortgages or power
of attorney by a married woman where
the husband does not join.

Relating to sale of intoxicating
liquors. ]

Enforcing payment of delinquent
taxes prior to 1895.

Requiring all druggists, on demand,
to furnish a copy of prescriptions to
persons presenting the same from any
practising physician. .

To enforce and promote immigration.

The house recommended for passage,
by a large vote, Representative Gron-
dal’s bill to authorize county commis-
sioners to lay out bicycle paths upon
the side of public roads, protecting the
same, similar to the law now regulat-
ing sidewalks in cities and villages.
The following bills were introduced:

Appropriating $3,000 for the relief of
Henry Dillery, of St. Paul, who was
kicked by an artillery horse while do-
inc duty as a member of the National
Guard.

Amending the state constitution pro-
viding that judges of probate be elected
for six years, etc.

To require railroads to earry bicycles
as baggage. .

To define express companies, tele-
vhone companies, telegraph and sleep-

. ing car companies, and providing for &

system of taxation therefor.

Requiring all railroads to whom
lands have been granted by the state,
territory or the United States to file

L which the holders have graduated. By

lists of these lands mnot used for rail-
road purposes before April 1, 1897,

Authorizing life and casualty compa-
nies organized in other states o0 be-
come Minnesota corporations.

St. Paul, Feb. 12—The Senate yes-
terday passed the following bills,

To repeal chapter 67 of the laws of
1895, [ :

To amend section 8, chapter 85, gen-
eral statutes 1878, being section 4962,
general statutes 1804.

To amend section 5850, general
statutes 1094, being section 16, chapter
75, general statutes '78, relating to ac-
tions and'rights in real property.

To amend section 8, chapter 5, gener-
al statutes '78, etc., relating to eourts
of justices of the peace.

To amend section 63 of chapter 175,
general laws for the year 1805, relating
to title insurance companies.

To amend section 79, chapter 386,
general statutes 1878, etc., relating to
publiec schools.

To establish state weighing and in-
spection of grain at the city of Little
Falls.

The house decided not to unseat E.
8, Hall, from Benton County. The
following bills were introduced.

Defining sleeping car companies and
express companies, and providing a
system of taxation.

To provide for the inspection of steam
boilers and steam engineers in cities of
30,000 or over,

Amending presen law relating to
attachments,

Relating to punishment of petty of-
fenders, makes the same cumulative;
crimes and punishments. .

Relating to indictable offenders and
to make the same cumulative.

To amend the taxationlaw providing
for hearing by county auditor of griev-
ances before the same shall be referred
to the state anditor.

To amend the present law providing
that attorneys may issue subpoenaes.

To amend the state constitution to
permit women to vote at municipal
elect.ons and also hold office.

New Appolntments,

Governor Clough has announced the
following appointments:

Directors state normal schools:

W. B. Mitchell, Stearns county; C. A.
Morey, Winona county; George H.
Clark, Blue Earth county; William F.
Phelps. Ramsey county.

Messrs. Mitchell, Morey and Clark
are reappointed. Mr. Phelps succeeds
A. E. Engstrom, whose term has ex-
pired. "

Dairy Commissioner Anderson an-
nounces the following list of assistants
in the dairy and food department:

J. Lawrence, of Northfield, succeeds
E. J. Grahamn as first assistant com-
missioner,

W. 8. Ebermann, of St. Anthony
Park, succeeds E. M. Eaton as chemist.

George Staples, St. Paul, succeeds G.
G. Sanborn as inspector.

Inspectors Davis and Gettman, of
Minneapoiis, are out, und will be sue-
ceeded by others not yet named.

C. N. Smith is the only person re-
tained on the Minneapolis force.

Inspector .Snyder, of Duluth, S. T.
West, cf Faribanlt, and E. B. Williams,
of Moore county, were reappointed.

Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Ebermann re-
turn to the positions from which they
were ousted four years ago.

Normal School Graduates.

Graduates of the elementary grades
in the normal schools of the state, by
a decision of the attorney general, will
not be required to take an examina-
tion at the end of their first seven’
years of teaching service. The attor-
ney general holds that the diplomas
issued to such graduates, under the law
of 1891, may continue in force a second
five years by a second endorsement; in
other words, they may be given further
force as certificates, upon proper show-
ing by the endorsements of the super-
intendent of public instruction and the
president of the normal school from

these endorsements the diploma be-
comes effective for five years longer,

Brief Minnesota Items.

The recent supreme court decision
makes valid the establishment of Red
Lake county, and settles the vexed
question.

The Indians of White Earth have
united in writing a protest to the Min-
nesota legislature against the indis-
criminate disposition of the sachool
fund of $50,000, as provided in a bill re.
cently introduced by Senator Nelson.

The fire in M. N. Leland’s dry goods
store, at Wells, ‘'was confined to the
basement which was flooded with
water, but heavy damage will result
from smoke which filled the main store
room.

Ella Corrigan, who sued the elty of
St. Paul for damages on account of in-
juries sustained by falling on a defect-
ive sidewalk, was awarded $5,750.

The old government farm house, oc-
cupied by Joseph Perrault, the govern-
ment farmer, at White Earth, was
burned to the ground, The household
goods were all saved. About 150 bush-

FATE OF A FAMILY.

Four Lives Lost in a Very Peculiar
Mauner.

North Branch, Minn., Feb. 11.—On a
lonely farm near here there has oe-
curred a shocking tragedy, Mr. and Mrs.
John Bonniman and two grown sons
meeting instant death in a most peculiar
and dreadful manner. It is the custom
among the farmers around North
Branch, situated as they are just at the
edge of the great pine woods, 1o raise
very large potato crops, and for these
they dig pits in the ground. The Bon-
nimans are well-to-do farmers and
their potato pit was an unusually large
and elaborately finished one, DBesides
the light trap door at the top there are
heavy double doors at the side toward
which leads to an inclined plane, the
whole structure or cellar being per-
fectly air tight and frost excluding.
Tuesday Mr. Bonniman had built a fire
in the pit, as he feared fhe frost would
penetrate, and on Wednesday morning
he went, with his oldest son, to
straighten up the place. Together they
lifted the heavy trapdoor and the father,
a stalwart man of nearly 50 years of
age, let himself down into the pit.
No sconer had he done so than, to the
horror of the young man looking in
from above, he dropped dead, or at least
unconscious.

The young man gave a shriek of ter-
ror and went in to the rescue of his
father. Te, too, became instantly a
corpse, but his scream had brought his
brother, a boy of 18, from the barn,
and a moment later his mother came
running from the house, followed by
her youngest son, a lad of 14 years.
The second son arrived firstand dropped
into the death trap, thinking to help
his father and brother, but the
dreadful fire damp had done its work
on him, too. When the mother arrived,
in her terror, she, too, jumped into the
pit. She was immediately overpowered
by the gas, but the fumes. which were
not now so strong had left her just
strength enough to tell her remaining
son not to come into the cellar, but to
get help. The boy brought a neighbor
as soon as possible and the side doors of
the pit were forced open. It was too
late, however, to save the victims, and
;Il efforts at resuscitation proved use-

ess.

APPEALS TO THE POWERS.

Late Notes on the Cretan Situation—
Greece Interferes.

Counstantinople, Feb. 12.—The porte
has communicated by telegraph with
the powers asking their support in the
effort of Turkey to restore order in
Crete, and the ambassadors are confer-
ring upon the question of exerting
concerted pressure upon Greece to
compel the recall of the Greek fleet
from Cretan waters.

Athens, Feb. 13.—A feeling of the
greatest excitement prevails here. The
pewspapers have issued midnight edi-
sions containing a report that the vali
«f Smyrna has chartered a steamer for
the purpose of tramsporting troops to
Crete and this in face of the assur-
aunces given to the powers by the porte
tlhat Turkey would not send reinforce-
ments to the island. The city is alive
at this hour and the principal streets
are filled with Greeks who demand that
the Grecian war ships shall prevent the
landing of further troops in Crete. It
is believed here that orders to that ef-
fect bave already been given to Prince
Gceorge, and there is no doubt he will
carry out his instructions, in which
case war with Turkey would probably
result, unless diplomacy or superior
force should be employed to .divers
Greece from her determination to pro-
tect the Cretan Christians, and also,
perhaps, to bring about the long sought
for annexation of the island. '

London, Feb. 13.—M. Hanoteaux, the
French minister, has initiated propos-
als that the powers blockade Crete and
thet they also occupy Canea, Retimo
and the other centers of disorder, pend-
ing a settlement of the dispute that wilk

be satisfactory to the Cretans. Active -

negotiations on these proposals are
now proceeding.

Spain Opens Cuba to Miss Bartom.
Washington, Feb. 12.—Knowing from
authentic sources of the destitution ex-
isting in Cuba, the American National
Red Cross offered ita services as an or-
ganization. Some international flaw
presenting itself, Miss Barton immedi-
ately offered herself and her officers
for individual service in Cuba,
vided Spain acceded, and the American
people desired to place their contribu-
tions of money or materials in the
hands of Miss Barton and her officers.
She has received from Minister De
Lome a letter in which she is informed

that the king of Spain accepts her be-
nevolent offer.

To Remove the Capital.
Harrisburg, Pa., Feb. 1l1.—Sepator
Thomas, of Philadelphia, has intro-

els of potatoes and 40 or 50 bushels of
oats were destroyed. 3

There is to be a new Line of steamers :
established between La Crosse and Red
Wing this summer. It isprobable that |
this line will be extended to St. Paul.

State Auditor Dunn has received a
report of the earnings of the state '

for January—$10,087.56 credita- |

ble to the revolving fund and $3,787.79
to the current expense fund. The re-
ceipts of the insurance department for
the same, month were: Fees, §3,291;

taxes, §19,404.11.

duced a bill to remove the state capital
to FPhiladelphia January 1, 1899, pro-

vided that Philadelphia shall filea legal -

and binding agreement on the part of
the city to furnish the state the neces-
sary site for the capitol and publie
buildings.

Semt to Jail.
Columbus, 0., Feb. 13.—J. L. Patter~
som, editor of the Portsmouth (0.)

Times, was sentenced to jail for three :
days and fined $100 by Judge Milner for
publication of a contemptuous criticism g

el tha court’s decision.
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