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THE GOEBEL MURDER

Witness Golden Says It Was the
Result of a Plot.

Gives Evidence Against Secretary of
State Powers—Implicates Other
' Republicans in the Alleged
Conspiracy,

Frankfort, Ky., March 26.—F. Whar-
Wn Golden, of Barboursville, was Sat-
urday put on the witness stand in the
examination of Secretary of State
Caleb Powers, charged with conspir-
acy to murder Senator Goebel. Gold-
€n was rather nervous on the stand,
but did not hesitate in his replies to
questjons, and his testimony made a
deep impression.

“Where then did you go? To Barbours-
ville?"” asked Attorney Campbell. The wit-
ness hesitated, then said:

“I won't answer that.”

“When did you have a conversation with
Secretary Powers?"

“When Mr. Powers and I left here tze
gether. Col. Powers told me to go to Har-
lan county and tell Postmaster John Hirst
to send down ten witnesses in the contest
case.”

“How were these witnesses to be se-
lected and in what manner were they to
come?"’

“Regular mountain feudists "

“Give the exact conversation between
You and Secretary Powers relative to get-
ting witnesses in Harlan county.”

““He told me to go to Harlan county and
tell Mr. Hirst to send down ten men who
were regular mountain feudists.”

“Did he understand what you meant by
that, and if so what was your understand-
ing of that request?”

Objected to, but overruled.

"I won't answer that,” said Mr. Golden.

After some parley Mr. Golden sald:
“Well, men who would stand up, and if
necessary go into that legislative hall and
Kill off enough to make it in our favor.

"L did not see Mr. Hirst. I saw Hamp
Howard. I told him we wanted ten regu-
lar mountain feudists for witnesses. We
wanted men who had good Colts 45's."”

“Were the Colts 45's to be put in evi-
dence?"' asked Attorney Campbell.

“Most assuredly they were ' answered
Golden.

The witness identified a receipt for $50
given by Bingham. Witness also sald he
gave Mr. Howard $73.80 for ten tickets to
Frankfort and return. He knew some of
the men from Bell county. The men, a
good many of them, were mountain feud-
ists. In all about 1,200 or 1,600 men were
brought to Frankfort. They were fed back
of the statehouse, Capt. Davis and Charles
Finley providing the provisions. Contin-
ulng Golden said:

lirings in Gov. Taylor's Name.

“We sent most of them back that night.
By ‘we’ I mean myself, Caleb Powers,
Capt.- Davis, Bull Culton and Gov. Tay-
lor. Finley, Taylor and Powers decided
to send them back, all except ten or fifteen
from each county. I selected the men to
be kept from Knox county, 12 of them,
well armed. Deputy bMarshal George
Thompson selected the men from Laurel
county. About 175 men of the mountain-
eers brought to Frankfort remained here
to see that we got justice.”

“Did you have any further conversa-
tion with Powers regarding the work to
be done by the men remaining here?"”

“No, sir. We understood what they were
kept here for. We knew that those men
were here to go into that’ legislative hall
and if necessary clean out those fellows.”

‘“YWhat fellows?"

“The democrats, enough to make a ma-
Jjority on our side.” 5

The answer created a sensation in the
courtroom.

Golden said he was In the executive
building on the day before the shooting
He met Caleb Powers in Gov. Taylor's
ante-room. Powers asked him to go to
Louisville that day. He told John Powers
he was going to Loulsville with Caleb Pow-
ers. During a lengthy argument over a
technlcal point, Golden became {1l and
court was adjourned to 1:30 o'clock.

Sensations of Aftermoon.

Golden resumed his testimony at th:
afternoon session. He sald John Powers
and a black-red ‘mustached man had a
talk concerning the closing of Secretary
Powers' office during the latter’s absence.

“I had my back turned,” said Golden,
“but when I turned I saw John Powers
give the key.to the man. John Powers
said to me: ‘Goebel is golng ot be killed
this morning.’ I sald: ‘This must not be
done.,' He sald: ‘Don’t get excited. 1
gave that man the wrong key.” 1 said:
‘We must go and see Calebh.” John FPow-
ers saw him. I didn't.”

“Did you have any talk with Caleb or
John Powers about Dick Coombs?"

“No; but they had two negroes there to
kill Goebel. John Powers told me so.
They were Hockersmtih and Dick Coombs.
I saw Dick Coombs at the drug store near
the depot every morning for a week or
so previous to the shooting. Coombs,
talking to a man named Wallace in my
presence, sald:

“ D, him, I know him as far as I can
see him and I can kill him as far as I can
see him.’

“He was talking of Goebel. This con-
versation was in the adjutatnt general's
office.”

“On Tuesday dld you meet Caleb and
John Powers?"' asked Attorney Campbell.

“Yes, 1did. I.saw them in:Caleb’s office.
1 got a letter from Blakeman that morn-
ing asking me to come to Loulsville.
Caleb sald he was going with me, but
said he might want me to go to the moun-
tains. He was talking to Walter Day and
Gov. Taylor. R. J. Howard, of Harlan
county, came up, and he talked to Tay-
lor. He insisted on Taylor calling out the
militia, ‘Taylor said: 'My God, you peo-
ple must do something first,’ adding: ‘I
can get the militia quick enough. You
fellows must act first.” By that I under-
stood we fellows must ralse a riot in the
senate chamber. Goebel was there. Asl
told you this morning, we would clean out
enough of that legislature there to make
it our way.”

“What do you mean by that?”

“0Oh, kill them. !

“After Taylor was through talking I
urged Powers to get the train with me,
as it was due. I learned that Senator Goe-
bel had been shot at La Grange. ' We con-
tinued on to Louisvillee I do not know
why Mr. Powers went to Louisville. Both
John and Caleb Powers were along. We
left Frankfort that afterncon and went
directly to the statehouse. Inever saw Mr.
Powers again that day."”

Golden’s illness proved more serious
than at first thought, and in the aft-
ernoon adjournment was taken until
ten a.m. to-day, when the defense will
take up the cross-examination and in-
troduce testimony in rebuttal.

Wages Advanced.

Philadelphia, March 26.—In accord-
ance with their notice posted shortly
after January 1, 1900, promising an
advance to their employes, to take
effect April 1, the Berwind-White Coal
Mining company has notified all its
miners of a general average advance
of 20 per cent. The miners are now
placed upon a basis of 60 cents per
gross ton and all day labor increased
accordingly. This:advance will make

‘the wages the highest paid during the

last 30 years and in some instances
the highest that have ever existed by
nearly seven per cent.

' TESTIMONY NOT SHAKEN.,
Btckerﬁta!_ Un.dergoe- Se\re;-e Crn.n-

Examination in Marsh Trial
at Lansing.

Lansing, Mich., March 26. — Samuel
N. Bickerstaff, representative of the
Kalamazoo military clothing concern
which conducted what are alleged to
be fraudulent transactions with the
state military board, was cross-exam-
ined Saturday morning by an attorney
for the defense, in the trial of ex-In-
spector General Marsh. His direct tes-
timony of Friday, detailing the nego-
tiations and transactions, was not
shaken.

Through an objection raised by
the defense it developed that Marsh's
attorneys will attempt to impeach
Bickerstaff, and perhaps other wit-
nesses, by swearing members of the
grand jury, to prove that the story
they tell in court is not the same as
was told the jury. .

John R. Hunter, president of the
Kalamazoo company, occupied the wit-
ness box for a short time. His testi-
mony agreed with that of Bickerstaff.

It is stated on good authority that
the next sensation in the military.
frauds case will be the arrest of Bicker-
stafl, who has given important testi-
mony for the prosecution. Bickerstaff
is an agent for the Henderson-Ames
company, the military goeds concern
through which the alleged frauds were
committed, and transacted the business
for that firm. Bickerstaff testified
while on the stand, that he paid the al-
leged conspirators their share of the
profits of the fraudulent deal, and it is
said that the defense will have him ar-
rested on a criminal eharge based on
that transaction.

THROWS LUDLOW OUT.

Consolidation eof Cuban Provinces
Under Gen. Fitzhugh Lee Ar-
" ranged by Roet.

Washington . March 26.—Secretary
Root said Saturday that while he was
in Havana arrangements were made
for the consolidation of the-department
of the province of Havana and Pinar
del Rio, commanded by Brig. Gen. Fitz-
hugh Lee, and the department of Ha-
vana, commanded by Brig. Gen. Lud-
low, into one department under com-
mand of Gen. Lee, to be known prob-
ably as the department of Havana and
Pinar del Rio. THhe department com-
manded by Gen. Eudlow was practical-
ly confined to the city of Havana, and is
within the lhimits of the province of
Havana, commanded by Gen. Lee.

The details of the execution of this
general plan of merging one depart-
ment into the other were specially con-
fided by Secretary Reot to the three
officers most directly eoncerned, name-
ly, Maj. Gen. Weod, Gen. Ludlow and
Gen. Lee. They will agree upon some
plan for the government of the city of
Havana pending its complete transfer
to the Cuban authorities.

The probabilities are that Gen. Lee
will act as the military governor of the
city, under the direction of Gen. Wood.

BAN ON CIGARETTES.

Chief Moore Prohibits Thelr Use by
Wenther Bureau Empleyes
Duaring Office Hours.

blow was given cigarette smoking in
the weather service Saturday, when

prohibiting persons cennected with
the service from smoking cigarettes
during office hours, and stating further
that those who smoked cigarettes at
any time would be mentioned in the
confidential reports, which are made
quarterly to him by chiefs of the sever-
al officers and divisions througheut the
entire service. The order is plainly
worded, and the chief evidently means
that it shall be obeyed. Chief Moore
said:

‘‘The order was issued after careful een-

-glderation and a thorough investigation of

the evils resulting from cigarette smoking.
It will stand. In this service we are com-
pelled to maintain a very strict discipline,
in order to secure satisfactory service.
Some of our men, who are regarded as the
most thorough and competent, doing every
detail of their work with the #tmost
promptness and accuracy, gradually be-
came careless and lax. I sent inspectors
to investigate,:and In a number of cases it
was found directly attributable to the use
of clgarettes.”

To Bulld Big Hotels.

New York, March 26.—The World
publishes a list of nine large hotels
for which plans have been drawn and
sites selected. They will cost $20,-
000,000. Among them is the long
talked of women's hotzl, whieh will
cost $400,000 and be situated on the
West side, not far from Seventh ave-
nue’'and Thirty-eighth street. John
Jacob Astor’s hotel, under construec-
tion at Fifth avenue and Fifty-first
street, 'will cost $1,500,000. 'The W. E.
D. Stokes hotel, on Broadway, be-
tween Seventy-third and Seventy-
fourth streets, will be the largest
structure on Manhattan island and
will cost $4,000,000.

The English War Bonds.

New York, March 26.—J. P, Morgan
& Co. announced that only a little
over $3,000,000 of the KEnglish war
bonds will come to this country. Over
$50,000,000 were subseribed for, most
of the subscriptions beins for more
than $50,000 worth.

New York'is the chief place where
facturers of candy Easter: eggs, show
time, and the revenue. commissioner
estimates that the government is de-
frauded to the extent of at least $3,-
000 a day in this matter. ‘The stamps
most frequently cleaned are the $10
and the $1 stamps; next come the $3
and $5 denominations. It is unfor-
tunate for the government that the
§10 .stamp is printed in black, which

‘makKes it very easy to clean.

The state of Washington furnished
over 500,000 tons of coal to California

last year.

Washington, March 26.—A death- |

Chief Willis L. Moore issued an order |

THE STUDY OF BUGS.

Pursued for the Benefit of Farmers
as Well as Consumers.

Our Washington Correspondent De-
cribes a Visit to the Most Inter-
esting' Branch of the Agri-
cultural Department.

ISpecial Washington Letter.]

HILE the insecticides, vermi-

cides, germicides and microbe

killers are diligently engaged
in efforts to destroy certain forms of
life, there are scientists in government
employment who are making stremu-
ous efforts to hatch obmoxious insects
and their parasites.

Under the direction of the depart-
ment of agriculture, in a building
erected specifically for that purpese,
insects are bred and reared in a large
glass comservatory which serves as a
hothoure for the propagation of bugs
of scores of species. They are as care-
fully eared for as the eggs in chicken
ineubators, and are given plenty of
light and warm, moist air all through

the winter and during the damp or |
chilly days and nights of spring and |

autumn.
Although it is conceded that the

greatest study of man is man, thereare |

scientists who seem to have acecom-

plished all that they desire im that di- |
rection, and they devote their waking |

hours to the study of bugs, beetles and

form, they have inseets in various

stages of development. The daily his- |

tory of each insect is earefully noted,
and all of its transformations are his-
torically treated fer several genera-
tions.

In ome of these jars there are two
sunflower heads infested with the
larvae of beetles. These larvae have
buried themselves in the sand with
which the vessel is partly filled, and
there they have been hibernating for
four months. Very soon they will be
set out in the sunlight. They will then
emerge as perfect beetles, will lay eggs
in the sunflowers and a new generation:
will be watehed with: solicitude and in-
terest.

The eareful study of these things
has been fostered by the department
of agriculture in order that ultimate-
ly the best methods of destroying the
pests, and preventing their propaga-
tion, may be discovered by those who
make specific study of these subjects.
Some time this spring the department
will issue bulletins for farmers, giving
all of the information which has been.
acquired during the past 12 monthsin
these studies.

One of the officials, upon being com-
plimented upon the value of the work
which is being done, said: “We are
doing some good, but of course it is
very little. You must understand that
there are about 10,000,000 species of in-

sects, and we are treating them: by

scores instead of by millions. Human:
knowledge is exceedingly small, and

STUDYING THE INSECTS.

our investigatioms are circumsecribed.
But if we can help our agriculturists
even a little bis we are doing a good
work. Men whe give their lives to sci-
entific inquiry naturally become moral
philosophers. We realize the vastness
of the forms and qualities of creation
and are lost in awe. Many generations
of mankind must come and go before,
we have anything like a comprehensive
scientific cyclopedia of these things.

“We see death and life here together.
We see insects die, and out of their
death we see new life arise. The ordi-
nary illustration of the butterfly
emerging from the death form of its
predecessor we see multiplied indefi-
nitely in these studies.  Here in this
jar is a twig infested with little worms.
They will die very soon, and out of
their decayéd forms,will come full-
fledged beetles: ' In this jar are several
Immature grasshoppers, buried in the
earth. They have been there six
years. Eleven years more will elapse,
when they will come forth from their
graves as full-fledged locusts of the
17-year variety.

“Naturally, we who see and study
these phenomena of nature are not
staggered with the statements of the-
ologians that out of the death of hu-
man beings there will arise new forms
of life. There is a very slight border
line of demarkation between science
and ‘philosophy. - Science ascertains
facts. Philosophy.asks: ‘Why?" and
tries to give the reason. Theology
goes a little farther. PBut all stu-
dents. all scientists, philosophers and
theologians are striving for the ad-
vancement of human knowledge. And
sometimes our bitter divergences and
controversies result in bringing forth
truths which might never be devel-
oped but for the earnestness and in-
creased energy which are let loose by
acrimony and controversy.” S T

But to return to the jars: In one
of them, which is.half full of beans,

there are hundreds of bean-eating |

| all of the forms of minute animal life. |
| In all serts of jars, from a small jelly |
glass to a large glass globe of kettle |

.reference books.

bugs which will continue to live and

Jelly glass there is a large Irish po-
tato, where a lot of little flies have
laid their larvae, and the potato is
fairly riddled with the holes which
have been made by the larvae. An-
other larger glass jar contains a few
yucca pods. In the sand beneath
them are buried a number of grubs
which have deserted the yucca pods.
Some time in April they will emerge,
not as grubs, but as moths; The yuec-
ca will then be blossoming, and the
moths will live on the blossoms. Na-
ture supplies food for all manner of
life, and the food-eating inseets bring
death to these forms of vegetable life,

One of the strangest things in this
collection of wonders is the faet that
half a dozen huge oak galls not only
nourish the gall bugs, but protect
their destroyers. Just as a eancer is
concealed within the body of @ human
being and protected from medical and
surgical agencies while it eats away
a human life, the oak is stung im hun-

——

PARASITES UNDER THE GLASS.

dreds of places by gnatlike insectas;
forms over the injured parts, whére
eggs are deposited, odd-looking
growths which protect the offsprivg
of the gall bug until they are able to
come forth, lay other eggs, and per-
haps sting the very stem which fos-
tered them.

A microscope is required to see the
wood-boring larvae. In one jar, which
is partially filled with sawdust instead
of ‘sand, several pieces of bark are to
be seen, completely riddled and honey-
combed by wood-borers. They bury
themselves in the sawdust during the
the winter, just as others bury them-
seles in. the sand. When they come
forth and are large enough to be seen
with the naked eye, they are removed,
killed and stuck on pins in boxes, ac-
cording to their species, numbered and
described in the scientific library ol
Each insect has its
scientific name, and the students here
give the full history of its develop-

' ment,

Dealers- in large quantities of wheat
and flour lhave lost on their invest-

iments,sometimesheavily, because flour
i beetles and wheat moths have de-
. stroyeditheir property. Here in a jelly
'glass containing a little whedt flour

are some of the beetles at work. They

are watched in their progress from egg
‘to larvae and from larvae to beetle.

The wheat worms and joint worms are

.seen feeding upon the stems of the

wheat plant. There are also jars show-
ing the work of root-devouring bugs.
When they have eaten up the roots in

. their jars they come to the surface, bui
.| cannot escape, because inverted jars

cover them. They do not burrow
through the ground. They eat roots
destroying plant life. Then they come

_ | to- the: surface and travel to the near-
.est contiguous plant, burrow to its

roots, and begin their deadly work.
Most singular of all tuan uneducated

‘| observer of these singular things is

the fact that upon all of these insects

| the microscope discloses parasites,
| which. devour the insects themselves,
| Long years ago Dr. Johnson said:

“Great fleas have little fleas upon their

i backs to bite "em; while they, in turn,
i have lesser ones, and so ad infinitum.”

The writer was not a great scientist,

' but he had some idea of what these
| learned: students of insgéct life have
. disclosed so plainly. Cyrano de Ber-
| gerae, in the sixteenth century, wrote
' of some discoveries of the same kind.

made by himself. But these writers
were only able to imagine that what

| they saw with the naked eye must be

going on in the lower forms of ‘life.
There is no imagination, however, in
the things which are now to be seen in
the agricultural department, and in
the scientific institutions of some of
the great universities.

This study of parasites is distinct
from the study of the insects. When it

‘is known that certain parasites speed-

ily destroy the insects, :the parasites
are cultivated and encouraged to in-
erease and multiply. The oranges of
California which have been destroyed
by the fluted scale insect are now
saved by the dissemination of the Aus-
tralian ladybug, which preys upon the
scale, but does not injure the oranges.
The chinch bugs of Kansas are being
destroyed by the fungus which eats
the chinch.

This is the practical part of the
story. Thesebug students have learned
which parasites will kill the bugs, and
then they have sent the parasites forth
on their mission in various sections of
the country. Vegetationiis destroyed
by the insects, and the insects are de-
stroyed by the parasites. By putting
into the field big armies of parasites
the insects are eaten up, and vegeva-
tion is saved from its almost invisible
enemies.

These .pale-faced young men and

these bald-headed veterans in the sci-
ence of bugology are guietly .dolng a
whole lot of good for &1l of us; for the
farmers in the fields, and for the dwell-
ers in cities who dgpend upon the farm-

ers for the food which sustdins their

llves. SMITH!D. FRY.

réptoduce their kind so long as the |
: food supply is continued. In one small

~ MINNESOTA NEWS,

First in the Field.

The Prohibition state convention, at
Minneapolis, placed the following
ticket in the fleld, which is the first to
be announced:

Governor—B. B. Haugan, Fergus
Falls. :

Lieutenant-Governor—C. B. Wilkin-
son, Owatonna.

State Secretary—Frank E. Carlyle,
Lake Benton. :

State Treasurer—C. W. Dorsett, Min-
neapolis.

Recommended by state convention
for -president, Hale Johnson, Illinois.

Presidential electers—E. 8. Ellis,
Dodge Center; C. €. Drew, Luverne;
Albert J. Kanme, Waterville; Andrew
Rankin, St. Paul; €. M. Way, Minne-
apolis; P. J. Nelson, Anoka; J. J. Rin--
dall, Fergus Falls; W. J. Dean, Minne-
apolis; J. A. McConkey, Fergus Falls.

Assessed Valuation.

State Auditor Dunn has made a
summary of the tax lists of the Min-
nesota counties for 1899, which shows
that the total assessed valuation of
the state is $585,083,328, being about
$6,000,000 more than for 1898, In sound
numbers there are $250,000,000 of acre
property. $240,000,000 of city lots, and
$93,000,000 of personal property. The
average' rate of taxation is- 24.85

county has the lowest rate, 17.42, and
Mille Lacs the highest, 48.47. The to-
tal tax levy amounts to $14,500,000. Of
this Hennepin county pays $3,411,000,
and Ramsey county $2,202,000. The
state gets.$2,000,000 out of the levy.
County government requires $2,700,
000; city and villages take $4,500,000,
and townships $1,090,000.

The Boards Are Filled.

Dr. Charles E. Riggs, of St. Paul,
was reappointed a member of the
state board of inspectors of insane
hospitals. The terms of Dr. H. W.
Brazie, Minneapolis, and Dr. George
W. Mclntyre, St. Peter, having expired,
they were succeeded by Dr. W. F.
Milligan, Wabasha, and Dr. C. O.
Cooley, Madelia.

Governor Lind also appointed Dr.
Thomas Lowe, Slayton, Dr. Louis A.
¥ritsche, New Ulm, Dr. C. J. Ringnell,
Minneapolis, members of the state
board of medical examiners. The ap-
pointees succeed Doctors H. Morell,
Slayton, John S. Shrader, Delano; C.
B. Pillsbury, Owatonna.

1t Will Help.

It case the $2,000,000 appropriation
bill passes congress, Minnesota’s an-
nual allowance for militia purposes
from the federal government will be
$30,000. This state supported the mna-
tional guard on a $7,000 appropriation
from the government in addition to
the state’s allowance. National
guardsmen figure that with the in-
creased amount, new rifles are likely
to be substituted for Springfields and
in every respect the equipment of the
guard will be up to date.

Rallway Taxes.

In, preparing his last bi-ennial re-
port for the legislature State Auditor
Dunn estimated the receipts for 1899
from the gross earnings tax upon
railroads at $1,150,000, and a similar
amount for 1900. The estimate was
exceeded by more than $100,000 in
1899, when the railroads contributed
$1,261,271.77. This year the excess
over the estimate will be almost $300,-
000. The state auditor has prepared
the completed figures, which reach a
total of' $1,444,488.36.

For Forelgn Countries.

The- Gillette-Herzog Company, of
Minneapolis, has been asked to submit
bids on the structural iron work in
the mines grt Johannesburg, South
Africa. The contract calls for work
amounting to $150,000. The same com-
pany was asked for bids for street rail-
way building in Lisbon, and 14 cars
of ironwork were shipped to. Honolulu
recently, being the first material for
the great sugar plant being construct-
ed by the company.

News in Brief.

Carl Lambert, a 14-year-old Minne-
apolis. boy who was reported. lost, was
found in St. Paul making a living sell-
ing papers and flowers.

Archangelo Christello, a life convict
at the state prison, died of consump-
tion.

Some $90,000 still due the state for
money expended in assisting. to fit
out volunteer twoops will be paid by
the war department soon. This is
the opinion of Adjutant General Lam-
bert, who returned from Washington,.
where he filed final papers in the
case.

Hans A. Aakes; the reform candi-
date, was elected mayor of Moorhead..

The grand jury found indictments.
against four “blind pigs,” at Winona.

H. T. Enger, of Minneapolis, was
sent to the workhouse for 30 days for
beating his wife.

A discharged patient from one of
the state insane asylums ealled at the
.probate court, in Minneapolis, to re-
new acquaintances and incidentally to
demand pay for the time he was incar-
cerated. He estimated his time worth
$2 per day, and, leaving out Sundays
and holidays, he found that he was en-
titled to pay for 2,142 days, or $4,284
for seven years.

L. N. Seott has agked for the ap-
pointment of a receiver for the Twin
City Jockey Club;

The attorney general decides that
when a legal mewspaper consolidates
with a publication that has no legal
-standing the name of the joint office
must be that of the legal publication.

While J. F. Haek and daughter were
out riding, at Dover, the horse ran
away and threw him out severely in-
juring both of them.

The ‘mutual insurance companiq
have decided that they will pay the
stato-a fee of $50 under the Somer
ville foreign corporation law.

‘one of those burglar alarms.”

‘PITH AND POINT.

A man can accomplish things at 20
that he would be ashamed to attempt
at 40.—~Chicago Daily News.

- “My laundress must ride a wheel”
“What do vou mean?” “She’s such a
scorcher.”—Harvard Lampoon.

It really doesn't matter whether a
woman thinks we are handsome if she
can only feel assured we think her so,
—EHiott’s Magazine.

*Oh, George, elephants have dropped
in price from $10,000 each to $1,500.”
“Now, Clara, I warn yom, if you buy one
You needn’t expect me to board it.”’—
Indianapolis Journal.

Servant—“A gentleman at the door
wants to know if Mr. Brown lives here.”
Mr. Brown—“Tell him meo; that Mr,
Brown beards here. Mrs. Brown is
probably the persen he wishes to see.”
—Boston Transeript.

Snobsor (to inhabitant of out-of-way
seaside resort)—*“What sort of peopie
do you get down here in the summer?”
Inhabitant—*“Oh, all sorts, aur. There

' be fine people an’ common people, an’

some just half and half like yourself,
zur."—Punch.

Mrs. Youngpop—*Dear, we must get
Mr.
Youngpop—*“What for?” Mrs. Young-

‘pop—“What do you suppose? You
:know if anyomne tries to break into the

b .house, it will —" Mr. Y
mills, as against 23.9 for 1898: Carver | o U g ot oungpop

—*Yes,and wake thebaby. Not much!”
—Philadelphia Press. .

An Atchison woman whose ambition
in life is to hold her tongue, locks her-
self up alone in her room whenever she
is' troubled about anything. In this
way she cheats the sympathetic friend
who coaxes her to “tell all your
troubles to me, dear child,” and saves
herself the humiliation of telling too
much.—Atchison Globe.

ROMANS AND THEIR FISH.

Aristoeratie Ponds That Cost For-
tunes to Build and Keep in-
Good Order.

Fish was in great demand at Rome,
and incredible sums might be made
by fish ponds or wasted on them. The
humble fish pond of the people, sup-
plied with rain water and replenished
by fish taken out of rivers or lakes,
brought in large returns. The aristo-
cratic fish pond, furnished by Neptune
and constructed with elaborate art,
was more apt to empty pockets than
to fill them. It cost a fortune to build
it, to stock it and to feed the fish. One
possessor of such a fish nursery made
nearly £200 a year by it, but it cost
the whole profit to keep it up. They
were expensive toys rather than se-
rious investments. Varro once saw
a sacred tank in Lydia containing fish
which came to the edge at the sound
of a flute, and which no one was al-
lowed to touch; the fish of the Roman
noble are, he says, nearly as sacred.
Hortensius, who had spent a mint of
money on his salt water fish tanks at
Baulos, was found out in buying all the
fish for his table at Pozzuoli. He fed
his fishes himself and was much more
anxious lest they should be hungry
“than I am about my asses, which
bring me in a good profit,” Varro scorn-
fully remarks. Half the fishermen of
the place were employed in catching
small fish to give to the big ones, and
salted fish was provided when the sea
was too rough forthe boats to go out.
Hortensius would make you a present
of a team of mules sooner than of a
single one of his mullets. Lucullus
gave carte blanch to'his architect ta
ruin him if he could manage, by means
of subterranean passages, to contrive
a sort of tide in his tanks at Baiae, so
as to keep the water cool in summer,
when fishes in confinement suffer much
from the heat at the Naples aquarium,
a beautiful and wonderful place, sur-
passing the dreams even of a Roman
fish maniae.

Varro speaks of some one who was
more anxious about his sick fishes
than about his sick slaves, but the
story of the Roman “who fattened his
lampreys on his slaves” belongs ta
after times. Like other stories which
are told for the benefit of youth, it
lacks exactitude. This seems to have
been the truth: A millionaire freed-
man of the name of Pollio Vedius was
entertaining Augustus at supper when
a slave broke a crystal goblet; Pollio,
enraged, ordered him to be thrown to
the fishes; the slave appealed to the
emperor, who asked his host to pardon
him, but Pollio refused. Augustus
then pardoned the man himself, and
had all Pollio’s erystal goblts broken
and the fish pond filled up.—Contem-
porary.

Russia’s Imperial Library,

Russia’s imperial library dates back
to the year 1700, and has to-day about
1,155,000 works in it, as well as over 26,-
300 manuscripts: This cannot be con-
sidered bad for a “benighted country.”
And it is noteworthy that every facili-
ty is given for the use of these by the
people of St. Petersburg, who use the
ibrary in no small measure. The ezar
and czarina take much interest in its
increase and progress, and often give
their advice and help in connection
with it.—Albany Argus.

Destroying Raillroads.

A small contingent of Boers has real-
zed the uselessness of merely tearing
up a section of railway and throwing
the rails into a stream—the nsual Boer
method of desiroying a line. What
they now do is to heat the center of a
section to a white heat and carry the
rail by its two cool ends to the nearest
tree or telegraph pole, round which
they twist it in such a way thatitisab-
solutely impossible to use it again for
railway purposes.—N. Y. Sun. -

Dombiful Compliment.
Hostess—Oh, My. Borum, I'm so glad
you have came!
Borum (flattered)—Are you, really?
“Indeea I am. If you hadn’t, there

Evening News.

would have been 13 at table,”—Chicaga.
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