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THE LOSS ESTIMATED AT $30,000
WITH  ABOUT §16,000 INSUR-
ANCE —"WHOLE VILLAGE WAS
THREATENED BY BLAZE

Al aboul 4:30 o'clock Thursday
morning, fire was discovered in the
» B. F. Benson building in Middle
River and was discovered only by
the families residing on the second
floor through the suffocaling
2 g smoke that filled their apartments.
' At that time the entire firdt floor
was all ablaze and it was  barely
time to save the lives ofthe inhab-
itants. By the lime they had
reached the ground, ifthe whole
building was burning ,and the
flames spread quickly to the ad-
joining buildings, that of the Mid-
dle River Hardware Co., and Henry
Young's general store, The ilocal
fire department responded quickly
to the first alarm but the fire was
to0 muech under way .for them to
stop the same, The three buildings
burned to the ground with con-
tents, and the total loss is estimat-
ed at more than 830,000 with less
bhan $16,000 imsurance. A south-
west wind was blowing at the time
and it was this only that saved the
rest of the village, together with
the good work of the firemen, who
kept a continuous flow of water on
the buildings across tha street,
which were badly scorched and
windows broken by the intense
heat. The plate glass windows on
the east side of the State Bank
building were all cracked from the
heat. The origin of the fire is not
known, but it is presumed that the
start came from rats working on
the cases of matches stored in the
Benson building, there being no
dtove -or other kind of heating ap-
paratus on the ground floor.  The
Benson building was used by Hen-
ry Young as a storage room and
warehouse.

RED RIVER VALLEY
DAIRYMEN'S CONVENTION

The tenth annual convention of
the Red River Valley Dairymen's
Agsociation which was held at
Crookston last week was the most
succesful in the history of the as-
sociation. The special feature of
the convention was the. announce-
ment of the winners in the Dairy-
men’s Contests.  These contests
look towards encouraging dairy
farmers in Northwestern Minneso-
s ta. Creameries in all sections of

the valley were represented among

the winners., The following cream-

eries were granted certificates this

year: The Halstad Creamery had

the greatest percentage of patrons

4 who kept actual dairy records;

\ Thief River Falls was second. Sixty

dollars in premiums were given to

the four farmers who had the best

kept dairy records. The Brooks

Creamery led in the number of

s pure bred dairy sires acquired the

past year. Weme Creamery was
segond and Fertile third.

Shelly Creamery led in the num-

. her of silos in use with MecIntosh

sacond and Fisher third, McIntosh

led in the number of silos built in

the past season with Shelly second

and  Lancaster third. Fertile

Creamery led in the largest acreage

of clover and alfalfa with Hubbard

second and MclIntosh third. The

buttermakers of the successful

creameries were awarded five dol-

lars in gold each as premiums for

itheir interest in promoting better

| . dairy Tanming within their associa-

it " tionk. This line of contests evok-

; od considerable enthusiasm at the

convention and will be continued.

A. H. Golden Installs Elegant Jew-
eler’'s Wall Case.

A. H. Golden, the jeweler, has
just installed in his store a very
fine’ jeweller’s wall case made of
quarter sawed oak ‘n beautiful fin-
ish. It is the workmanship of Wm.

' Newman, Warren's expert cabinel

maker, whose skill in 'turning out

high grade office and store furni-

ture and fixtures is not excelled by

any manufacturer in that line in

this state. :

Tw Mr. Newman is as perfect in every

detail as ‘it can - ibly be and a

;. oredit to the er. Mr. Golden

considers himself fortunate in se-

curing a wall case made by Mr.

Newman, as it centainly is a bem;a

and more so when onolosus 2

of elegant silverware and brilliant-

Iy it ‘up with -elec.ﬁrloa:;‘ghtsr Call

' at Mr. Golden's store look at

: the case. You will then want to

extend congratulations to the own-
or as well as the maker.
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CANADIAN GRAIN COMES
' TO MINNEAPOLIS

Over a Million Bushels of Oats and
Some Wheat have Arrived—Spee-
ulation as to What May Happen
If Countervailing Duty is Re-
moved

Minneapolis, Minn., Dec. 9—Min-
neapolis Chamber of <Commerce
firms today bought a half million
"bushels of Canadian oats thal will
come to Minneapolis and pay the
six per cent import under the new
tariff, thereby recording the largest
business of the kind simce the first
Canadian oals began to trickle
across the boundary, after the Un-
derwood bill went into effect.

A movement that the Great Nor-
thern, “Soo” and Northern Pacific
roads ‘have handled, where in a car
or two of Canadian oats have ap-
peared on mearly every incoming
grain train from the boundary line,
has brought about 1,000,000 bushels
into Minneapolis so far, but trains
arriving over the “Soo” and Great
Northern in the last few days have
had from ten to twenty cars of Ca-
nadian oals. That the total impor-
‘tation by Minneapolis will have
reached 2,000,000 bushels before the
vear ends, was the prediction heard
on exchange loday.

Offset of Two Pounds.

Thirty-four pounds is a legal bu-
shel in Western Canada and 32
pounds is the legal bushel in Min-
nesota, and therein the west Cana-
dian producer of oats finds an off-
sel, in part for the six cents a bu-
shel duty that he has to stand.

What the inereasing movement
will do to the Minnesota oats pro-
ducer, was of speculation on ex-
change today. The recent bring-]
ing in of a car of. 'west™ Canadian
wheat, which sold at Minneapolis
prices after paying ten cents a bu-
shel import duty and freizht from
a Manitoba point, - was interesting
grain trade men said, not s0 much
for its own importance as in the
showing of what might happen if
the Canadian government takes off
the countervailing duty in January,
as some in the trade expeet. But
the Canadian government may not
do that and no great inrush of Ca-
nadian wheat is expected while the
lTentcent import duty remains in ef-
‘ect.

The oats sold at 40 cents, or prac-
tically the same price as the Min-
neapolis figure for the correspond-
ing quality. are coming in, with
payment of freight and duty as a
part of the calculation.

FARMERS' CLUBS.

The Extension Department of the
University is making special effort
during the month of December, to
organize as many farmers ¢lubs as
possible. Men are sent out to work
in cooperation with the Agricul-
tural High Schools of the state.
About 300 farmers’ clubs are now
reponting and the number is in-
creasing daily, While Mr. Bugbee
was here, we had the opportunity
to attend six meetings, all.of which
were well attended. Clubs were
reorganized in the following dis-
triets: Luna, Burnside and Radium.
In Boxville a mew club was organ-
ized.

On Thursday of last week we met
at Monroe's where the farmers'
c¢lub of that place had arranged to
serve an oyster supper. A large
crowd had gathered and the even-
ing was spent most en-joyjbmyﬁ

Double' Wedding in Augsburg

The E. Sjoblom home in Augs-
hurg was the scene of a pretty
double wedding Saturday, Nov. 29
when Hulda Sjoblom was united in
marriage to Henry Hendrickson
and her sister Selma Sjoblom was
el TR e o i e
H made the four young.-
‘husbands amd wives were plighted
at 11 o'clock a. m. in the presence
‘of one hundred guests and 'Rev.
Gronberg read the nuptial icere-
mony.” Annie and Emma Sjoblom,
gisters of the brides, Albin Lofquist
brother of Mr. Hendrickson, and
Eddie Benson brother of Mr. Ben-
son, acted as attendants. The brides
are well known ng ladies,
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. E. Sjo-
blom of Augsburg. Henry Hen-
drickson, better known
Lofquist, is an enterprising young
farmer and is a son of N. E. Lof-
quist. Mr. and Mrs. Hendrickson
will. make ‘their home on the farm
2, Augs-

: groom in section 2, .
burg. Mr. and Mrs, Benson will al-|:

io reside on 31:]3 former’s farm _
lations - with Ehm to" their new
home.—Karlstad Advocate.

‘stoke 4t thé age of 21 and" ‘found

ito which it leads.”

| young ladies demand they " must.

: pany
who feed -them: cigaret. smoke a8

as Henry|:
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(Conlinued from last’ weekj

Tobacco Hinders Athletic Success

Sonnie ‘Mack, Manager of the
Philadelphia  Athletics, ~ several
times winners of the world's cham-"
picnship says, “Some baseball clubs
hiave a pule prohibiting the players
from smoking ciganrets. Others pre-
fer to put the men on their honor.
Most of the players realize that the
use of cigarets is very detnimental
to their playing and therefore re-
frain from using them.” =

EWIS WESTMAN RETURNS
oy . FROM THE WEST

hursday morning Nlast week
front a delightful trip to Idaho and
Washington... At Moscow, Idaho,
he saw Hakon Melgard, a brother
of A, Melgard here and he spent
Thanksgiving at the home of Nels
Larson, who was in the mencantile
‘business here in the early days and

prietor of -the Windsor Hotel. Mr.
Larson is now in charge of the fur-
nifude department of a big store
and js doing well. In this city lives
also {C, W, Brown, who was among
the first settlers of ‘Warren, but
Mr, Westman was unable i{o see
thini "as the was out of town. Mrs.

Adolph Topperwein, with a Win-
chester rifle, cracked 968 out of.
1000 walnuds thrown in the air, He|
says' of a -four days’ shootling:
mateh, “My recent score was 19,990

out of 20,000, missing 10 argets of

wood or clay measuring 2 1-4 in. I
missed one out of my first 10,000
and made a straight run of 8840
without amiss. I do not smoke or
drink at any time.”

A noled physician thas said, “I

erin’and Martin Anderson of this
lacd. Mr. Brown is dealing in
orsés now, same as he did when
he lived in Warren. - Among. other
‘placés visited were North Yakima,
‘Wasil, and Selah. the latter a Swe-
dish ‘orchard colony that has re-
cently been stanted. . This is a
greal dairy and fruit country, all
};-inﬂs of fruit, except oranges and

emons, being grown successfully|

and alfalfa is also a leading crop.

have made a special note of the ef-; [ITig8tion has to be mesorted to in
fects of tobaccg upon men in train- | 0Tder to make things grow. At Se-

ing for special events,
cyeling, swimming and boxing, and;
find that in every instance, that the’
men using tobacco are the inferior.
men and must either give up the’
use of the stuff or drop out of the
training class.” i

running, | 121t is located Nels: Brandt, former-

ly of Newfolden. He has a 10-acre
ordhard {ract and he and family
live contented and ‘happy. At Yak-
ima, Mr. Westman met a_Mr. Burn-
ham. one of the firat settlers of
Crookston, who claimed that 'his

li%\nis ‘Westman - returned home/|:
on

for @ short time also was the pto-'

Brown is a sister of Mrs, C. A. Sev-|

CANNOT READ BIBLE
IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Attorney General Smith Replies to
Question of Schulz, Which Arose

in Stearns County.

Reading- the Bible in public
schools violates the constitution,
Attorney General Lyndon A. Smith
ruled in response to a request for
lan opinion. from C. G. Shultz, state
Isuperin.tendem. of education. Mr,
Smith quoted the opinion of Attor-
iney General H, W, Childs of De-
cember, holding opening of schools
with prayer unconstitutional. Mr.
Smith says he can see mo distine-
tion between reading the Bible and
opening with prayer.

Mr. Smith points out that under
the ‘law the attorney general's op-
inions in school matters shall have
the force of law until set aside by
the courts, and that Mr. Child's
opinior mever has been questioned
by the counts.

The guestion came up thru the
refusal of Mr. Schulz lo grant state
aid to schools in Stearns county
where complain, was made that
the Bible was read, contrary to the
wish of some parents.

MASONIC AND K. P. LODGES
OPEN NEW LODGE ROOMS

The Masonic and K. P. lodges of
this eity had a grand opening of
their elegant mew lodge rooms in
Uhe Taralseth block on Friday eve-
j ning. Dec. 5. A number were pres-
ent from Criookston, Oslo, Argyle
and Thief River Falls. A fine mu-

38, ] i, = I!I :.. : . . . 3 ’ .
A great billiard player said Lhatl“lra was dhe first white woman In; sical program was rendered, fol

he felt sure of winning when his
opponent was a smoker.

An- expert tennis.player began;to.

that men, swhom he thad before
beaten with ease, could now beat
him.
Leads to Immorality and Crime.
Judge Samuel L. Black of Colum-
bus, Ohio, says, “My experience is
that of juvenile court .judges all
over the country, who agree that
lhe eiganet is the most destructive
habit ,except perhaps, secrel vice

C. H. Dunton, Superintendent of
Preston School of. Industry, Cal.,
says, “Of some seven to eight hun-
dred boys who have come under
my care during the last inwo years,
my reecords show that 90 per cent
use tobacco, and that 85 per cent
use il in the cigaret form. In my
judgment, the smoking of cigarets
by young boys from 40 tod8 years
of age is the most subtle destroyer
of the boys’ mental faculty of all
‘habits followed by them. 1Tt is al=
so the hardest to correct.”

The boy with the cigaret habit

will decetve, lie, steal and in other|

ways show that his moral sense is
lacking or 'has become blunted,
Doubtless some cigaret smokers
will always tell the truth but every
teacher swho has dealt with them ito
any extent knows ,that many of

them canmot be depended upon at|p
The cigaret or snuff fiend will |,

all.
lie or steal in order to satisfy the
appetite for the stuff. Last year
one of the school boys testified to]
me that he picked up cigar stumps
in one of the alleys near Main St.
He ‘loo":j L;Ize‘ t‘::ﬂh_aftacoL from -t.hm
wrapped it in cigaret paper

smoigd it. The cigar stumps were
probably thrown out from spit-
toons used in the business places
of the city. :

This boy miay have told the truth
or he may have merely. wished to
protect the dealer who sold him to-
m in defiance of the law of the

What Have the Girls to do With
‘' Such Habits?

Young men who are worth con-

sidering at all will usually adhere

to as ‘high a moral standanrd as

When young ladies will refuse to
keep, com; with young men

diet, then will young men rise to &
moral standard & little higher,

have often wondered what effect
would have upon us men if
wives and our daughters shou

EE Sm
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Polk county and 'his daughter the
first fsvhite child born there. Mr,
Burrham had necently sold part of
is. improved:-orchard fract at $3000
per acre. At a place called Gran-
2ier, Mr. Westman. abtended a cattle
sale and saw a Hostein cow sold at

the high price of 21800. Mr. West-'

man gays the weather out west was

fine, but no finer than we haveen-'. . .

joyled right here in the Red River.

Valley since he returned home. !
!

WARREN SHIPS SECOND i
CAR OF POULTRY

C. F. While, poultry buyer, is:
loading his second car of 1:u:n.l'm"yJ
shipped froim hepe this <eazon, and
all day farmers ‘have been =seen
coming to town with erates and
boxes in their wagons filled with
fat, slick birds, both iturkeys and
chickems. Good prices are paid.
hence farmers are realizing consid-
erable money from this branch of
their business.

Luther League Meeting.

The Luther League will ‘hold its
monthly meeting in the Sw. Luth.
ehureh, Friday, Dec: 12, at 8 p. m.
sharp.

Program:

. Song, Audience.

Bible Reading and Prayer, the
astor, : ‘
Business. )

Vocal Solo, Florence Anderson.
Debate—Who has done the most
for Christianity, Luther or Gusta-
vus -Addlphus? - Affirmative, Prof.
C. E. Sjostrand and Editor J. P.
Mattson. - Negative, Prof. J. Nevin
Johnsom and Prof. Harry Johnson.

Judges, Mr. N, E. Bystrom, Mr.
Aug. Lundgren and Mrs.P. H. Holm.

Instrumential Quartet,

Song, Audience.

Benediction.

SCHOOL REPORT

Report of Foldahl school, District
No. 56, for month-ending Dec. 6th:
No. of pupils enrolled, 16.
No. attending every day; 5.
No. attending nineteen days, 2.
No. attending eighteen days, 2.
Average daily attend 13.
Those present & _day are
Florence Anderson; Celia Meline,
Frankie Temalonas, ® Ole Johnson,
Ruth Swanberg.

Those present nineteen days are| Car

Emma and Hannah Meline.

Those preesnt eighteen days are
Walter Hagsirom and Agnes Swan-
berg. —Minnie E., Skoog,

- Teacher.

Modern Woodmen Elects Officers.
Venerable Counsel, V. M. John-
gom. .

ptry, F. E. Colson.
‘W, MU .

lowed by a banquet and dance. The
‘new lodge rooms are very finely
equipped, and the two lodges who
occupy tthem jointly are to be con-

gratulated upon having such ele-

gant quarters.
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* North Star College Notes *
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Arvid Lindquist, who was in an
auto accident last week, has re-
turned to college again after his
enforced vacation.

The Athletic Organization met
last week. The following officers
were eleched: President, Arvid
Lindstrom; Secretary, Edward Ar-
ness; Tréasurer, Ernest Johnson.

Hon. E. Lobeck delivered an in-
teresting lecture at the college cha-
pel on Friday eevning of last week.
A large crowd was preseni.

The Messiah Chorus will meat on
Thursday evening al 8:00 o'clock in
the college chapel. All members
are urged to be present. New mem-
bers are urged to join. :

The Christmas Recital will be
held on Friday evening, December
19. A good program will be ren-
dered. ; :

Rewv., Parsons will speak to the
sludents on Thursday morning at
Chapel exercises. Visitors are in-
vited to attend.

The Ministerial Association ‘met
at the College on Tuesday to look
over some of the census informa-
ition.

The fine weather is still holding
out.

— 1L
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" COURT HOUSE NEWS »
& & % & B 2% &2 % & % % 2 & kAW

The county board was in session
vesterday and today.

Licenses to wed have been issued
to William Emmet Rude and Gud-
lov Sylvesta Tsaacson, <Carl Ravn-
kilde and Cegne Nelson.

Theodore Swenson of East Park,
was adj indane today in Pro-
bate Court by Judge P. H. Holm and
commitbed to the hospital at Fer-
gus Falils,

Daniel Vinje, who escaped from
the asylum last August, was finally
located at .his former home .in
Marsh Grove and yesterday a hos-
gital superviser arrived _ in
him back. - Deputy Sheriff Justice
n assisted in taking Mr. Vinje
to this city.

‘MRS. JOHN A. JOHNSON TO WED
Mrs. John A. Johnson,
the late Governor Johnson will be

home of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. F. Van
Slyck in St. Paul. About sixty in-
timate friends and relatives will be
present.

/C. T. Swain of Hinckley, has a
calf that is “some calf.” It is about
seven months old and welghs 760
pounds. Tis mother, a short horn

an, MW ;
Physician, Dr. G. 8, Wattam.
: Mmso:?' D. Farrell.

cow, weighs 1,200 lbs.

to_bring|

widow of |

married on Christmas day to Wil-| 1
#iam A, Smith of Pittsburg at the|good

PARGEL POST RATES
T0 BE GUT JAN, |

Maximum Raised to 50 Lbs. and
Books Will Be Carried' After
March 16th. -

Postmaster General Burleson's
proposals to inerease the weight 1i-
mits of parcel post packages in the
first and second zones from 20 io
50 pounds, to admit books to the
parcel post and to reduce rates in
ithe third, fourth, fifth and sixth
zones, is approved by the interstate
commerce commission. The max-
imum weight of parcels o all zones
beyond the secomd was increased
from 11 to 30 pounds. )

Changes Jan. 1, 1914

The approved changes in rates
and weights. to be in effect Jan, 14,
1904 follow:

To reduce the rates for the third
zone from 7 cents for the firs
pound and 5 cents for each addi-
tional pound to 6 cents for the first
pound and 2 cents for each addi-
tional pound.

To reduce rates for the fourth
zone from 8 cents for the first
pound and 6 cents for each addi-
tional pound to 7 cents for the first
pound and % cents for each addi-
tional pound. :

To reduce the rates for the fifth
zone from 9 cents for the first
pound and 7 cends fo reach addi-
tional pound to 8 cents for the first
pound and 6 cents for each addi-
tional pound.

To reduce the wrate for the sixth
zone from 10 cents for the first
pound and 9 cents for each addi-
tional pound to 9 cents for the
first pound and 8 cents for each
additional pound.

Special Book Rates.

Tt is provided “that the rate of
posiage on parcelscontaining books
weighing eight ounces or less hall
be 1 cent for each two ounces or
fraction part thereof and on those
weighing in excess of eight ounces
the zome parcel rates shall apply.”

This is to be effective March 16,
1914,

RECORDS BROKEN BY
BARLEY CROP

Production in Minnesota 7,700,000
‘Bushels Greater Than Last
Year.

According to reports received by
Fred D. Sherman, commissioner of
immigration, -Minnesota’s barley
crop broke all past records. This
year there were planted in Minne-
sota 1,663,115 acres which yielded
29.9 bushels peracre and the total
production was 49,727,138 bushels.
This year's average vield was prac-
tically the same as last year. The
following table shows the 1913 bar-
ley figures as gathered by ithis de-
partment compared with the gov-

ernment:
Average Total

Yield Production
299 49727138
282 42,018,000
L0 0 19.0 28,023,000
21.0 30,450,000
222 34,928,000

Year
1913 1
1912 |
1911 1,
i
i

Acreage

1910
1909

$100 TAX EXEMPTION
REMAINS AS BEFORE

The law classifying property for
the purposes of taxation does not
affect the $100 exemption to which
each head of a family is entitled,
according to an opinion by Assist-
ant Attorney General W. J. Sleven-
son submitted to the sltate tax com-
mission. \

The commission asked whether
the exemption should be deducted
from the assessment or from the
true value of the property by
mhich the assessment is determin-

eq.

dl‘.\lr. Stevenson says that the de-
duction should be made from the
final assessment and that the as-
sessor, under +the new law, has
nothing to do avith the lrue value
except to fix the basis for his ap-
raisement,
E Under this rule a man with $1,000
worth of household ‘ods  wou
be assessed 2250 and the $100 de-
duction being made would leave
only $150 taxable.

ALVARADO IS A BIG
. GRAIN MARKET
Over 400,000 bushels of grain
have already been marketed in Al-
varado from this yea-r‘s crop, and

.considerably mone is in sight to be

marketed during the winter and

waﬁﬂhﬂa%hokofm-
tor and Columbia machines

and records ot Holm's Jewelry
store.




