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THE ROYAL ROAD TO FARM-LANDS 
PAR-FAMED MINNESOTA RED RIVER VALLEY 

THE INDEPENDENT MINNESOTA 
RED RIVER VALLEY FARMER 
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A
N investigation of 438 families on farms in ten 

states was made by government experts and 
brought out facts that will surprise 

those who dwell in cities and have to pay­
out money for every mouthful of food that 
they e a t The average farm family consumes 
in food per year $401.93, or which $330.65, or 
over 83 per cent, was raised on the farm. The total 
value of food, fuel, oil and shelter enjoyed by each 
family was $505.00, of which the farm furnished 
$429.00, leaving only $76 to be paid out in money for 
such things as coffee, sugar, salt, tea and groceries, 
impossible of production on the farm, but which were 
paid for by money obtained from the farm products. 
The investigators found the average annual cost of 
maintaining a grown person on the farm was $176., 
and only 28 per cent of this amount was paid out in 
cash, the other 72 per cent being furnished by the 
farm. 

The independence of the farmers was strikingly 
shown by this investigation. Where is the man who 
can live a year in any city of the United States for 
$176? And remember, the average farmer's table is 
loaded down with the best things that grow. Thus he 
has the most and the best and i t costs him the least; 
and he may well be envied for his good appetite, 
robust health and contentment in his life out-of-doors. 

Many a man formerly a* farm boy, many a farm 
renter, hear the call of opportunity in the Pioneer 
Land & Loan Company's lands in Marshall county, 
the cream of the soil of the far-famed Minnesota Red 
River Valley. Many of you have reached the point 
that requires courage and action on your own par t to 
lift you out of nonprogressiveness. Courage and 
action make the most wonderful success formula 
known. Pride of ownership prepares your way for a 
higher plane of living and a better citizenship in a 
community where you will count for more among 
men. The Pioneer Land & Loan Company of Warren, 
Minnesota, are owners of 24,000 acres of improved 
farms with suitable buildings, situated in Marshall 
and Polk counties, the sweepstakes prize winning 
section for wheat, barley, flax, corn and alfalfa- Im­
proved farms, that are situated near the best of trad­
ing centers, having high-priced cash markets for 
everything grown on these farms. The major portion 
of these 24,000 acres are tributary to Warren, the 
county seat of Marshall, which only a few years ago 
shipped over 1,000,000 bushels of wheat, oats and 
barley from farmers' wagons, that stamped it as the 
largest primary grain market in the United States in 

that day. 
The Pioneer Land & Loan Company was- establish-••.•.-.: 

ed in 1904, while its president, W. A. Knapp has been 
a resident of Warren since August, 1890. Mr. Knapp 
first interested himself in banking, filling the position 
of ass't cashier of the Bank of Warren, and from that 
day to this has been one of the main spokes in the 
wheel of progress in not only Warren, but of Marshall 
county, and the Minnesota Red River Valley, which 
has resulted in making this the best known farm-land 
section in the Middle West. I t was in the soil. I t was 
in the climate. All that was necessary was to take 
advantage of waiting opportunities to bring the de­
velopment of the country up to what it is today. And 
what has been accomplished in the past twenty-five 
years is nothing, as compared to what is taking place 
and will be developed during the coming five years. 
Just think of improved farms with suitable buildings, 
within three to ten miles of trading centers with the 
best of schools and churches, in the good roads section 
of the far-famed Minnesota Red River Valley, priced 
at only $40 to $65 per acre according to location, not 
quality of soil, as all of it is a deep, rich, alluvial 
black loam, running from three to five feet in depth, 
an everlasting soil for crop production, whether it be 
cereals, corn, alfalfa or tame grasses, root crops or 
small fruits. 

The Pioneer Land & Loan Company has a paid-up 
capital of $50,000, with individual responsibility of 
$150,000. The officers of the company are : W. A. 
Knapp, president; C H. Hopwood, vice-president; and 
D. H. Erhard, secretary, who occupy offices in their 
splendid press brick building, size 27x50 feet, situated 
in the heart of the business zone of Warren, and one 
of the most completely equipped land offices in the 
State of Minnesota. * The company employs fifty 
men in improving the lands: carpenters, stone-masons, 
cement men, mechanics and general help, which is 
proof positive that they are building up the fertility 
of soil and the betterment of the buildings thereon, 
besides adding to the general uplift of farm life. 
In the past twelve years this company has never had 
occasion to foreclose a mortgage, but has consistently 
aided each of its time purchasers who have located on 
their farms, by tiding them over during the lean years 
caused by sickness and other unforeseen human 
agencies. This is a record that the Pioneer Land & 
Loan Company is justly proud of and is one of the 
reasons why, everything else being equal, a prospect­
ive buyer of an improved farm would rather purchase 
it of this company than many others covering" the 
Minnesota Red River Valley. 

FORMER ILLINOIS AND IOWA 
FARM RENTERS MAKE GOOD. 

New farm home seekers are prone to ask: can I 
make good in this or that proposed location? Will 
my family be satisfied with the new surroundings? 
This can best be answered so far as Marshall county 
is concerned by citing to the three hundred Illinois 
and Iowa farmers who have been located on improved 
farms tributary to Warren, the county seat, in the 
past eleven years by the Pioneer Land & Loan 
Company of this city. Out of the 300 farm settlers, 
ninety-five percent have been successful, the other 
five per-cent were what might be termed "rovers," 

Pioneer Land and Loan Co., Warren, Minn., where New Home Seekers are Welcomed. 

that "moved on" for pastures that seemed more in­
viting in the distance and, in a few cases, who did not 
stay long enough to become assimilated with the new 
conditions and to be weaned away from old associates. 
The remaining 285 stayed and although they were 
former renters from the high-priced farms of Illinois 
and Iowa who had saved up a thousand or two 
thousand dollars and with large families growing up 
around them, decided on making a change and located 
in this rich fertile section of the Minnesota Red River 
Valley. Of the large number of farms visited in an 
automobile trip, we have selected the following, which 
tells the story of their success and opulence as related 
by them on their farmsteads: 

George Copp, was a farm renter a t Symerton, 
Illinois, who came here March 1st., 1911, buying 320 
acres one mile west of Warren, which is his post-office 
address. The Copp farm has a nine room modern 
house, barn 36x56 feet with haymow capacity of sixty-
five tons, a 7,000 bushel granary, chicken and hog 
house and machine shed, which contains all the best 
known labor-saving agricultural implements. The 
crops growing upon this farm embraces 110 acres of 
wheat, 55 acres of oats, 45 acres of barley, 30 acres 
of corn, 5 acres of potatoes, 3 acres of alfalfa and the 
balance in timothy and clover meadow. In stock there 
are 20 head of full-blood Shorthorns, 10 head of horses 
and 30 head of Duroc-Jersey swine. There is eight 
acres of grove, containing ash, maple, tamarack, elm 
and box elders that furnish ample shade and fire-wood. 
Mr. Copp is a typical Illinois farmer and the exper­
ience he earned as a renter in that state has contrib­
uted largely to his success, although he says it was in 
the soil, in the climate and better markets. I t is 
needless to say that he is independent and on the high­
way to the road that leads to fortune. 

August Prillwitz, located here from Gardner, 
Illinois, being one of the tenants of the widely known 
Lord Scully Prairie, that became such a stench in the 
nostrils of the Illinois lawmakers that they wrote into 
the statutes of the state that no alien should own land •;. 
in Illinois. Mr. Prillwitz' post-office address is War- • 
en, and he owns 320 acres, three miles Southwest of 
that city. He came here on March 1st., 1912 and to 
quote his own words " I t was a happy day" for him 
and his family when he threw off the shackles of the 
renter and became a farm owner in this rich Valley. 
In buildings, there is a well-built seven-room house, 
barn 28x48 feet with hay-mow capacity of 15 tons, 
two granaries and chicken house. The crops growing 
on this fertile farm comprise 90 acres of wheat, 45 
acres of oats, 55 acres of barley, 16 acres of corn, one 
acre of alfalfa, and 42 acres of clover and timothy. 
In stock there are 12 head of horses and colts, 16 
Shorthorn cows and calves.. Mr. Prillwitz, to use his 
own words says, "That Marshall county has the best 
soil and climate in America" and that he, had made no 
mistake in locating in Marshall county. 

Andrew Stark, post-office address, Angus, Minn., 
came here from Galva, Illinois, March 1st., 1909, 
where he was a farm renter. In that year he pur­
chased 960 acres, two atnd one-half miles from Angus, 
and seven miles South of Warren. In buildings there 
is a good twelve-room farm house, barn 28x60 feet, 
hay-mow capacity of 35 tons, a 24,000 bushel grain 
elevator, hog-house 18x32 feet, machinery shed 36x40 
feet, chicken house 16x40 feet, well house and other 

• buildings, making it a regular, little town of buildings. 
In growing crops there are 450 acres of wheat, 125 
acres of oats, 180 acres of barley, 40 acres of corn, 
115 acres of timothy and clover, which now stands as 
high as the fence, 50 acres of flax, 75 acres of winter 
rye and 5 acres of potatoes. In stock, the farm has 
48 head of grade cattle, 28 head of horses and colts, 
70 head of hogs. In farm implements the farm is 
splendidly equipped, in addition to having a complete 
threshing outfits Mr. Stark is lavish in the praises of 
this section and refers with pardonable pride to his 
twelve-acre grove of ash and box-elders, which gives 
a fitting setting to this model farm. 

N. A. Johnson, came here from Toluca, Illinois, 
where he was a renter for twenty-three years. In 
1910 he purchased 320 acres, one mile North of War­
ren, which is his post-office address, but did not locate 
here until 1912, and how well he has succeeded can be 

easily figured out by the practical farmer. Last year 
he built a nine-room house with full concrete basement, 
barn 28x50 feet with wing 24x50 with complete water­
works system, granary and tool house with the best 
of farm machinery, including feed grinder with wood-
saw attachment. There is a ten-acre grove which 
furnishes the fire-wood. In growing crops we found 
90 acres of wheat, 40 acres of oats, 40 acres of barley, 
20 acres of corn, 5 acres of potatoes, the balance of 
the land being devoted to timothy and clover. In 
stock there are 13 head of horses, 16 head of grade 
Shorthorns, 16 head of hogs. A more ideal farm could 
not be found in the Eastern states and what is more, 
his crop yields average much better than those on the 
rented farms he operated in Illinois, all of which is 
producing the money to wipe out the small balance 
that was assumed in the original purchase. Just say 
for me that the farm renters of the East are only 
whiling away their time instead of accumulating an 
independent fortune in this favored section of the far-
famed Minnesota Red River Valley, that offers so 
many enticing opportunities for the man of small 
means who knows anything about soil culture. 

W. H. Grange, came from Lamont, Cook county, 
Illinois, Sept. 15th., 1910 and purchased 240 acres two 

and one-half miles East of Warren, which is his post-
office address. There is a modern seven-room farm 
house with full concrete basement with concrete floor, 
two cisterns and water supply from a deep well. The 
land is well drained by the Snake river, which flows 
through the farm from the East to the West. Skirt­
ing this river are 40 acres of wide-spreading oaks and 
elms, which adds much to its scenic beauty. Then 
there is the horse and cattle barn, size 48 feet long by 
40 feet wide, hog and chicken house 10x30 feet. In 
stock there are fourteen head of horses, twenty-nine 
head of grade Shorthorns and a full-blooded bull, 
thirty-nine Duroc-Jersey hogs and sixty head of sheep. 
This year's growing crops comprise 40 acres of wheat, 
35 acres of oats, 55 acres of barley, 30 acres of corn, 
5 acres of potatoes and 70 acres of pasture. Mr. 
Grange was the owner of a small 80-acre farm a t 
Lamont, noted mostly for limestone, and as his family 
was large, he decided to better his condition by com­
ing to Marshall county, and from the farm buildings 
and growing crops we saw we will give it as our opin­
ion that he made no mistake, for the money is in the 
soil and what is more, Mr. Grange is reaping the har­
vest tha t comes to a man who has the will to do and 
the climate back of him. 

C. R. Wood, came here from Kankakee, Illinois, 
on March 6th., 1906, and purchased 320 acres, five and 
one half miles Southeast of Warren, which is his post-
office address. He was a farm-renter, and one day 
while building fences his son spoke up and said, "Don't 
you think you should be driving nails for 
yourself instead of the landlords of Illinois?" This 
put a new idea into Mr. Wood's thinking cap and how 
well i t has worked out, we shall see. He now owns a 
new farm house, size 28x32 feet with full concrete 
basement, a seven-room house that cost $3,000, a 6,000 
bushel granary that cost $795, barn 24x32 and a wing 
16x32 feet. When we remarked that he had done ex­
ceedingly well, he replied, "I am just farming." There 
is a hog house 20x30 feet, a machine shed 30x40 feet, 
the water supply is taken from a 240 foot well, giv­
ing an inexhaustible supply. In crops there are 170 
acres of wheat, 115 acres of oats, 60 acres of barley, 8 
acres of corn and one acre of potatoes. In horses 
there are 14 head, with 10 head of cattle and 40 head 
of hogs. Mr. Wood's ambition when coming here was 
to settle his family around him and to-day his son, 
Art, owns 160 acres just across the road, where new 
buildings have just been completed. This affords 
one more reason why a renter with a family should 
leave the high-priced land of Illinois and locate in 
Marshall county. . 

This is but a brief summary of the many farms 
visited by auto, and if the average Eastern farmer 
could only realize what we saw on this day's trip 
through this cream of farm-lands best in Marshall 
county, land would be priced and selling here at $150 
and $200 per acre, while the prices now range at only 
$40 to $65 an acre. I t is the old saying, "Seeing is 
believing," and we have seen. 

L. O. Munger and W. Zim, Registered O. I. C. Boar, No. 48,133 and 
Prize Yearling Polled Durham, Queen Choice, owned by Munger &b Son, Warren, Minn 

Are You Looking for a New Farm Home? 
If so, we would like to locate you In Marshall or Kittson Counties, 

In the very cream of farm Lands Best, 

THE MINNESOTA RED RIVER VALLEY 

We own 4,000 acres of the soil, all under cultivation and have 15,000 acres 
more under contract. We can suit you as to prices, improved farms at $40 to 
$15 per acre, one-third cash and balance on long time payments. These im­
proved farms are located on the line of the Great Northern railway in the Red 
River Valley proper, the deep black alluvial soil section. 

Write for information and booklet, or better still, give us a personal call. 
We have three autos in command at your service. 

The Argyle Land Co. 
Argyle, Minnesota 
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