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THE COMMON CENTER.

MINNESOTA, THE EMPIRE STATE OF
THK GREAT NORTHWEST, HEX

RESOURCES AND PROSPECTS.

St. Paul Letter to the Editor ofthe Louisville
Courier Journal, facts and Figures.

St. P.u-t., Minn-., April 20.—1n the hope

that it may not be altogether uninteresting

to your numerous readers, and at the same
time contribute in some degree to more in-
timate relations between the good people of

the blnegrass commonwealth and the new
Empire slate of the northwest, I ask space
in your valuable paper to outline some of the
advantages and attractions offered to busi-
ness men, fanners and mechanics in this
highly favored portion of our country. I de-
sire to say in the outset that I am not in the
"real estate business", and therefore, not
Interested in '•booming' 1 the market, nor
am I prompted by a desire wrongfully to en-
tice away your population, but to impart in-
formation upon which they may act as to
them may seem proper, advisiug all who
may lie so inclined to come and see for
themselves.

Geographically, this state is very near the
center of the North American continent —
midway between the Atlantis and Pacific,

Hudson Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. In
area of territory it extends from north to

south about tOO miles, from east to west3s4
embracing within its lines 85,531 square
miles, and >s the fourth state in

i f size in the union. Its
altitude is the highest point on the conti-
nent: its waters flow to the Hudson Bay on
the north, to toe Atlantic on the east, aud
southward to the Gulf of Mexico.

There are not less than 7,000 lakes, great
ami small, in Minnesota, and these cover
over 2,700,000 acres of her territory. Twen-
ty-five of the counties in the state are known
as prairie counties. Timber is not abundant.
In "tlier portions of the state, especially in
pines and other soft woods suited tor lumber
forest culture is becoming a specialty.

Its el< vation above the sea, its tine drain-
ags, ;\ni' the drym ss of th;1 atmosphere, give
it a r : iateof unusual salubrity and pleas-
antness. Its annual mean temperature is

-1 l.'i decrees; mean summer temperature
70.6 di .!\u25a0\u25a0 s. usually attended with cool, re-

_\u25a0 breezes, its high latitude gives it
tn i i; 1 v h::M' hour- :\u25a0, in 'f sunshine than

if the more Southern States. The
winter climate is that most dreaded byper-

warmer latitudes, but its uni-
formity, freedom from thaws and excessive
spells \u25a0 c >ld, b verc weather or heavy snow-
storms, its lryness, together with the bright
sunshine and the ilectrical conditions of the
air, :i!! >. rye to contribute to personal com-
fort. The past winter may, perhaps, be tak-
en ;.- :i fair specimen of the winters in this
locality. Sno'.v fell in November and re-
mained continuously on the ground till
March; with but on:: slight ruin in four
months. Tin- thermometer ranged during
that time from 1"> degrees to 20 degrees
above to 25 degrees to 30 degrees below
zero. The most of this time was clear and
bright. The cold weather here, as every-
where else, must be provided against by the
us. lit furs, fires, woolens and wraps.

CHARACTER OF POPULATION.

Not only every state in the Union but
every nation upon earth has representatives
in the. population of Minnesota. Ihave met
the following gentlemen from Kentucky,
wbo have long since been residents of the
state, and their numbers are being increased
every year: W. L. Kelly, J. W. McClung and
J. C. Bullitt represent the legal profession ;
Isaac P. Wright, (Jen. R. W. Johnson, Dr.
Joins, formerly of Lexington, aud many
others arc among our prominent citizens,
and all of them have devoted their time and
talents in building up the city of their adop-
tion.

The agricultural development, of Minne-
sota evinces the richness of its soil and its
favorable climate. Wheat is the prominent
cereal cultivated and embraced 66.59 per
cent, of the crops produced in 1880. The
yield for 12 years averaged 14.05 per acre of
this <rreat staple. Corn shows a fine yield
also, for the same time averaging3l.o7 bush-
els'per acre. Oats' average yield for 18S0
was 33.49 bushels per acre.

STCOT-RAISING AND DAIRYING.

Hardly second to the grain-growing inter-
est is that of stock-raising. The best breeds
of blooded stock are being introduced in all
localities, and with the fine pasturage and
abundance of water and favorable climate
live-stock raising must become a leading in-
terest.

Although the leading industries of the
State are agriculture and lumbering, the
manufacturing branch is rapidly becoming
large. Its main branches are the products
of lumber in its various shapes, flouring, ag-
ricultural machinery, etc., the lumber and
flouring being the chief industries aud enlist
more capital than all others.

The building of railroads has been very
brisk for several years past. Atthe close of
1883 there were 5,099 miles of railroads in
operation in the State.

There are extensive and valuable mineral
deposits in Minnesota. Building material,
granite, brownstone, limestone, sandstone,
brick, clay, cement and potter's clay are
abundant.

EDUCATION AND JUDICIARY.
In no Seate is more liberal provision made

for education than in Minnesota. By organ-
ic act two sections of land in each township
are set apart for educational purposes. The
fund on the Ist of January, 1884, amounted
to near $1,700,000,. There was expended
for school purposes in 1882 $2,120,304.

The Supreme Court consist of the Chief
and five Associate Justices. Appeals may
be taken from any judgment or order in civ-
il actions or criminal prosecutions in the
District Courts.

The published opinions of this court rank
well up with those of similar courts in older
states, and, though elective by the people,
mere partisan politics has little to do in their
selection. The state is divided into 12 Judi-
cial districts (answering to your circuits), in
which there are 17 District Judges having
original jurisdiction in civil actions in allcases where the sum in controversy exceeds
$100, and all crimes and misdemean-
ors where the penalty exceeds three months'
imprisonment or the fine is $100. Justices
of the Peace have jurisdiction in sums under
$100, and of minor offenses. A Probate
Court in each county is given the jurisdiction
usually given to such courts in other states.
The District Judges are a full average of
those in like position in even the
oldest states. The New York code has beenadopted as the code of practice in this state,
and hence the decisions of New YorkCourts
are regarded as of the highest authority.

An Attorney General, District and County
Attorneys, clerks of the several courts, "a
Sheriff for each county, all of whom are
elected, complete the list of officials for thisdepartment. The Governor, of State,
Auditor Treasurer, Librarian, Railroad
Commissioner, Commissioner of Statis-
tics, Public Examiner. State Board of
Health, Fish Commissioner, State Board of
Emigration and Inspector of Oils constitute
ihe corps of other State officials.

The Statutes of Minnesota are in many
particulars an improvement upon those on
similar subjects in Kentucky. Notably
among these are the creating and defining
the duties of Public Examiner. It is more
his duty to assume and exercise a constant
supervision over the books and financial ac-
counts of all the public, educational, charita-
ble, penal and reformatory institutions of
of the State, to see that proper official bondsare given, with solvent sureties. A like pow-
er is given him as to State and county of-
ficals, to examine into banking and mining
corporations ofall kinds and report yearly
or oftener if an official delinquency is"detec-
ted. The laws governing the common school
system are well guarded, as are also laws gov-
ern ing assessments of property for taxation,
and the collection of taxes. No "back-tax
collectors" up here. The laws controlling
corporations, banks and banking institutions
are uniform, well-defined and liberal, and at
the same time just and fair to those engaged
in those institutions.

THE SYSTEM OF LANDLAWS.

In Minnesots is well-nigh perfect. The divi-
sion of each county into townships, and
these subdivided into sections and fractions
thereof, makes the whole system simple and
easily understood, so that litigation about
land'titles is very rare indeed.

Above all others, adequate and efficient.

protection is given in almost every possible
manner to the farming and agricultural in-
terest. As a matter of special interest to
your worthy Chief Magistrate, J. Proctor
Knott, Iscud you a slip showing the growth
and prosperity of Duluth, made famous by
his celebrated speech in Congress. It is
proper to add that the governor is highly es-
teemed by the inhabitants of that growing
city:

The house committee on Puplic, buildings
and grounds reported favorably to the house
the bill authorizing the erectiou of a public
building at Duluth not to exceed a cost of
$100,000. The report says regarding Du-
luth:

It is a city at the western extremity of
Lake Superior, and in population and com-
mercial importance ranks next to St. Paul
and Minneapolis. It has a harbor on which
the city has expeuded over $100,000, and the
federal government nearly $400,000. It is
the terminus of two important completed
lines of railroad, the St. Paul and Duluth
aud the Northern Pacific, aud it is to be the
terminus of two important lines of railroad
under process of construction —the Duluth
and Winnipeg aud the Duluth and Iron
Range. It has a population of about 7,000
ami is rapidly growing.

In the year 1800, standing at the door of
ihe Capitol of Minnesota, Wm. H. Seward
said :

Ifind myself for tlie first time upon the
lihrli land in the center of the continent of
North America, equi-diatant fro inthe waters
of Hudson Bay and the Gulf of Mexico.
Here is the place—the central place where
the agricultural products of this region of
North America must pour out their tributes
to the world. Ihave cast about for the fu
ture and ultimate seat of power of North
America. Ihave looked to Quebec, to New
Orleans, to Washington, San Francisco and
St. Louis for the future seat of power. But
Ihave corrected that view. I now believe
that the ultimate last seat of government on
this great continent will be found somewhere
not far from the spot on which I stand, at
the head of navigation on the Mississippi
river.
, The following condensed statistics in con-
nection with these prophetic utterances will
give some idea of the growth aud business
of St. Paul and the northwest.

Population of St. Paul in 1850 was 840;
1870, 20,300; 1880, 41,405; 1883, 100.000.

Buildings erected in ISS3 St. Paul ranks
the fourth city in the United States, the act-
ual amount being $11,938,950.

New business houses established in 1883,
COS.

New business houses] erected, 394, cost-
ing $2,682,500:

Numberof business houses in 1879, 570;
1881, 1,030. Number of business houses in
1883, 1,825, with a total minimum capital of
•\u25a0?73,490,000.

Increase of manufactures—lB7o, S8 hous-
es, 985 employes, $1,611,378 products; ISB3,
751 houses, 17,000 employes, §33,000,000
products.

Growth of custom-house business, 1879,
$11,821.56; ISS3, $74,016.06.

Growth of post office business: Gross in-
come in 1848, 3.80; in 1875, $58,922.03;
1883. £190,907.36; money orders in 1575,
si, 254,037; 1883, $4,071,303.

Kailroad growth: Costs of improvements
made by St. Paul roads in 1883, $25,536.500;
passenger trains in and out of St. Paul daily,
105; railways making St. Paul principal
terminus, 7; new roads seeking entrance
into St. Paul, 8.

Increase of banking business: Bank cap-
ital in 1870, $900,000; 1883, $5,500,000;
average desosits in 1870, $1,417,921; 1883,
$1 L,897,561 by national banks alone.

St. Paul's average death rate to the 1,000,
11.65; fifty-one healthy districts in Ensrland
for 34 years, 17; New York, 24.36; Cincin-
nati, 17.81; AVashington, 24.39; average of
the world, 22. T. T. Alexander

A Professional Fitist,
From the >"e\v York Morning Journal.

William Roberts was placed on trial in the
general sessions to answer a charge of bur-
glary. He had red hair and a "gugle" eye.
lie snuffod dolefully, and in tearful accents
said that he had no counsel to defend him.
A "rising lawyer" was assigned to look out
for his interests, and the trial began. The
prosecution showed that the glass window of
a poor widow's fancy goods store in Second
avenue was broken one evening last month,
and the prisoner was found with his head
and arm through the fracture. Itwas alleged
that this attitude had been assumed by the
prisoner for the felonious and reprehensible
object of abstracting a pair of infant's socks,
a hair-pin and a button-hook.

This proof being adduced, the prosecution
rested and the defense unharnessed its bar-
teries. Witnesses swore that the only thing
the defendent had inherited from his parents
was a disposition to have fits. So strong was
this predilection that the poor, friendless
prisoner would go to work and have a fit any
place. He was lonesome on the night in
question and he had a fit, in the course of
wince he fell down, and his head and arm
inadvertantly wandered through the com-
plainant's window.

"This man can't help having fits," thun-
dered the counsel. "He is apt to have a fit
now. How do Iknow but that one might
be stealing in its calm and deathlike march
upon him at this moment?"

The prisoner winked knowingly at his
counsel. The juryleft the room to deliber-
ate upon its verdict. The sound of the clos-
ing doors had hardly resolved itself into an
echo when the prisoner began acting in a
horrible manner. His expression assumed
all the ferocity of a madman. His limbs
twiched convulsively, and a minute later he
tumbled upon the floor. His counsel watched
him admiringly during the matinee, and
said:

"B'Gosh, he has a fit now!"
The officery seized the prisoner and drag-

ged him to the rear of the court, where he
lay motioulees until the juryreturned with a
verdict of not guilty. Mr. Roberts' recovery
was instantaneous. He sprang to his feet
and was led before Recorder Smyth to be
discharged, as he thought. His honor said
that the prisoner's fits, were evidently of a
very inconvenient but obliging kind, and he
thought an effort should be made to cure
him.

He iherefore committed Mr. Roberts to the
Tombs for examination. The latter's ex-
pression as he left court was one of mingled
rage and despair.

Foreign Landholders inthe United States.
LXew York Star.]

Senator Van Wyck has introduced a bill
restricting the ownership of land by foreign-
ers here to 640 acres, which is the amount
individual citizens of the United States are
authorized to enter under the settlement and
improvement laws. This is a wise modifica-
tion of the McAdoo bill, now in the hands of
a house committee, prohibiting absolutely
the purchase of Federal lands by foreigners.
Some bill of this nature should pass congress
without delay.

Allthe bad features ofthe vast landed pro-
perties in the old world are rapidly being in-
troduced in sections throughout the west.
Wealthy individuals and corporations abroad
are buying up millions of acres, introducing
the tenant system upon them, and playing
the character of absentee landlords to
perfection. They do not intend nor wish to
become citizens of this country. Let us
keep American lands in American hands,
nor delay doing ituntil too late.

YoungLincoln's Intended Mush.
Washington Corresp. Mail and Express.

It is generally agered that Arthur willlead
on the first ballot at Chicago, with Blame sec-
ond and Logan probably third. After the
first or second ballot, itis the intention of
the Lincoln leaders to stampede the conven-
tion and put Lincoln through with a rush
and a hurrah. This is the talk to-day.

"There is a magic in the name ofLincoln
that will sweep the country,,' says a Repub
lican congressman. He willrun like wild-
fire, and he can beat any man in the demo-
cratic party." Grant has many adherents
here. At the Richmond convention, pre-
sided over by Mahone,so strong was the feel-
ing for Grant that it required that leader's
persuasion to hold the body back from mak-
ing a-formal declaration for him. Arthur
will have the votes of the Virginian dele-
gates at the start; after that the del-
uge, in whatever shape it comes.

Prostitution of Art.
Youngtown (O.) Saturday Night.

7 The meanest thing we notice Logans, op-
ponents doing is that of publishing the well-
known electro of the late Lydia E. Pinkham
and labelling it "Mrs. John A. Logan."

"WHAT HE CAME FOR.

THADDEUS STEVENS.

Personal Reminiscences and Anecdotes of
a Great Fennsulvanian.

Lancaster (Pa.) Cor. Philadelphia Times.
More than half a century ago Thaddeus

Stevens came from the green hills of Ver-
mont to York to fill the position of teacher
of classics in the York County Academy,
which was then a celebrated institution of
learning.

Atthat time he was a tall, slender, dcll-
cate-looking young man, with an expression
of great animation, spirit aud intellect in his
striking countenauce. He presented him-
self before the Board of Examiners conscious
of his ability to pass any test to which he
might be subjected. One of the board, as a
preliminary movement, took up a bunch of
goose quills lyingon the table before him,
aud, carefully selecting one, handed itto
the young applicant, requesting him to make
a pen. Stevens, who was not familiar with
the art of pen-making, excused himself upon
the ground that he had no pen-knife. This
excuse was invalidated by the ready produc-.
tion of the necessary knife from the pocket
of the examiner. He was compelled to try
his skill in shaping the pen. The result was
a most sorry attempt. The pen being com-
pleted to the best of his ability, his tormen-

tor handed him a blank sheet of paper and
requested of him a copy, as a pupils model.
With the best of pens Stevens' writingwas
very illegibleand as the old gentleman was
not skilled in deciphering hieroglyphic she
could make nothing of the sheet returned foi
his inspection. This part of the examina-
tion did not prove very satisfactory to either
party and with an ominous shake of the
head he was referred to the next member of
the board, who first inquired of Stevens how
many letters the English alphabet contained
and gave him some words to spell. Stevens,
quite taken by surprise at this rudimental
examination and knowing more of Greek
than English letters, did not acquit himself
creditably on either query and was equally
unsuccessful in solving the mathematical
problems submitted to him. The wise men
thought a man who could neither make a
pen, write a plain hand, spell words "or do
sums" a poor representative of the smart
Yankee schoolmaster they had bargained for
and looked very grave over the doubtful eli-
giblityof their candidate.

Stevens, no whit discouraged by his fail
ures, said: "Icame here on an application
to teach Latin and Greek. Iset» among this
learned body an eminent doctor of divinity,
who is an accomplished linguist. I will be
pleased to answer any questions he will put
to me in the classical department." The
reverend doctor subjected him to a most
critical examination, which fully proved his
competence to fill the place. He made a
very successful teacher. During this time
he studied law in the office of Mr. James
Reilly, but did not take the full course pre-
scribed by law.

There was much prejudice among the good
people of this ancient town against the Yan-
kees, and some of the more influential mem-
bers of the bar secretly resolved that Stevens
should be rejected \ipon his application for
examination. Some of his friends advised
him to go to Mamaud and get admitted, as
a certificate given in that state would qualify
him for practice in Pennsylvania. He there-
fore went to Belair, in Harford county, dur-
ing the session of court. Atthe request of
the lawyers a committee was appointed to
test the ability of the young aspirant. He
was duly sworn in, given his certificate,
which he presented at the next regular term
in York, and was admitted to practice, He
soon went to Gettysburg to follow his pro-
fession.

He was of a suspicious and reserved dis-
position, with scant faith in the sincerity of
human nature. He was not much inclined
to seek ladies society. One of the few sur-
vivors of those days recently told me that he
was supposed to be warmly attached to a
young lady here. She did not smile on him
and gave her hand to a favored suitor. From
that time he manifested a more marked in-
difference to the companionship of ladies.
When inclined he was a most asrreeable com-
panion, gifted with rare conversational pow-
ers and a fund of wit and repartee seldom
equaled.

STEVENS' STRONG INDIVIDUALITY.

His ivhole life was shadowed by a deform-
ityin the foot, which caused slight lameness
and gave a morbid sensitiveness to his na-
ture. While in New York he desired to join
the Lodge of Free Masons, but this physical
defect rendered him ineligible. He was
much chargined and- became a most violent
and pronounced opponent of the. order, never
losing an opportunity to denounce it in un-
sparing terms. This hatred took a strong
politicalbias and from that time he was one
of the most bitter and unrelenting anti-Ma-
sons. His strong individuality impressed
every one who ever met him and his sayings
and doings are still remembered in many
characteristic incidents. Judge Durkee,
who, like Stevens, was a Vermonter and was
an ardent and devoted admirer of that gen-
tleman, told me he was once engaged in try-
ing a case with him and received a letter
which was positively unreadable. He gave,
the letter to a friend promising a liberal per-
centage of the prospective fee if she would
translate it. She earned her reward after
some hours hard work on the epistle. His
writingconsisted of two or three letters in
the beginning of a word, followed by an ir-
regular scrawl.

He was once asked to read a letter of ad-
vice which he had written a client. He
glanced over it, found himself quite unable
to read it and handed it back with "Humph,
Idon't write letters toTead myself. Iwrote
it for you to read." A gentleman once wrote
asking an opinion, but neglected to enclose
the customary fee. With grim humor Stevens
returned a blank sheet of paper by next post.

His powers of sarcasm were unrivaled ard
made him a terror to his antagonist in a de-
bate. The counsel opposed to him in a
cause always endeavored to avoid an encoun-
ter of wits in which he was sure to be wors-
ted. His influence over a juty was marvel-
ous, and his crafty line of arguement often
inclined the jurymen in his favor even when
upon the wrong side of a case, He could
manage to extort from a witness almost any
testimony he desired, cunningly turning their
evidence in his favor by a series of artful and
rnexpected questions. An eminent Judge,
before whom he often argued cases, said his
manner was most bewildering to an inev-
perienced witness.

AN INCIDENT OF HIS LAW PRACTICE.

In the early days of his practice he was
once engaged by the defendant in a suit for
damages in an alleged trespass of his cow in
a neighbor's garden. In the cross examin-
ation of a witness, who swore to having seen
the cow on the premises, Mr. Stevens said:

"Did Iunderstand you to say that the cow
in the garden was a black cow?"

"Yes, sir."
"Will you undertake to say that the cow

you saw was perfectly black or was it not
lighter in some parts? Now be careful; this
is a very important point in your testimony
and will affect the decision of the jury."

"Well, Isaid itwas a black cow to the best
of my recollection, but it mighthave been a
little mixed in color."

"Ah!" said Stevens, "we are coming at
the truth at last. You say it was mixed in
color, what do you mean by that? Was it
spotted?"

"No, Idid not see any spots on it, but it
might have been lighter or brindled about
the head and breast."

"Abrindled cow, was it? First it was
black, then a little mixed in some places and
now brindled."

The poor witness, utterly bewildered at
the perversion of his testimony, could not
make a clear statement. Stevens, in his
speech to the jury, said: "Now gentlemen
of the jury, you have heard and must judge
of the credibility of a witness who first swears
that he saw my client's cow in his neighbors
cabbages, then swears that the cow
was black; he then admits that the cow
might have been partially brindled; in fact
he can't tell what kind of a cow it was. As
there is no question about the color of my
client's cow. this evidence fails to prove the
case against him."

Mr. Stevens was a powerful and impress-
ive speaker. His imposing stature, strong
features and deep, sonorous voice rivited
the attention of his audience. He never in-
dulged in any triek6 of oratory, but was of-
ten very eloquent as he warmed with his
theme. He quoted poetry with much apti-
tude and was a great admirer of Pope's sat-
ires.

He was very fond of games of chance and

an adept at cards. Mr. Stevens had many
noble traits of character, was generous and
open-hearted, ever read}' to help the poor.
He was a firm friend of the working classes,
always their champion in the conflict between
labor and capital. In many instances he
helped poor young men to take a start in life
and felt rewarded iv witnessing the success
of his proteges.

STEVENS' TKOUPE OP LITTLE AFRICANS.

His untiring efforts in the abolition of
African slavery are too familiar to need repi-
tition. He was the apostle of "equal rights"
and consistently practiced the precepts he
taught. His ear was ever bent to listen to
the wrongs of the oppressed. A great ad-
mirer of his told me he was at a cha.ity fair
in Harrisburg on one occasion, when Mr.
Stevens came in with a whole troupe of little
Africans. He spent an enormous sum in
buying candies, toys, cakes and all sorts of
good things to eat, tillingtheir caps, pockets
and aprons, and sent them home grinning
with delight.

As he advanced in years his personal ap-
pearance and manner was most impressive,
but not winning. His tall form, rugged,
harsh features "told of great physical aud
mental power, but his cynical expression
aud forbidding countenauce expressed his
distrust of mankind and the want of faith in
all professions of irooduess and virtue. He
grew more and more harsh and morose in
temper and seemed to fiud evil instead of
good everywhere present,
Ichanced to be sitting by him in a rail car

a, short time before his last illness. He be-
gan to speak of the unsatisfactory nature of
all earthly successes and enjoyments and
said: "What does it matter* Itwill seem
but a day till the longest life is ended. The
good we have tried to do is forgotten and our
memory perishes in the grave with us."

On the evening of the day following his
sad and lonely death a number of visitors
chanced to be in the house, when Judge
Black entered the room. He seemed much
moved by the event and, walking back and
forth, as was his custom when speaking nu a
subject in which he was interested, he deliv-
ered a most eloquent eulogy on his deceased
peer, concluding with the remark: "IfSte-
vens' principles and his moral character hail
equalled his intellectual powers, he would
have been one of the greatest men in the
world, with not an equal in the length and
breadth of the land."

These distinguised gentlemen, although
thoroughly antagonistic, mutually admitted
the superior claim of each and either one
recognized iv his opponent a "foeman
worthy of his steel."

Mr, Stevens once said to me after the
close of the war, in referring to the criticism
and abuse of Judge Black's course, that he
had the most profound respect for him, and
a firm belief in his sincerity and inflexible
honesty.

A« Enterprising sutcide.
From the San Francisco Chronicle.

Probably one of the most remarkable at-
tempts at self-destruction ever recorded oc-
curred at Camp Independence last Thursday.
As would appear from the recital of the de-
tails bj the would-be suicide himself, his
double failure to shuttle off this mortal coil
show farts to be, indeed, stranger than fic-
tion. Oscar Bacon, a well-known old-timer
of Inyo, a miner, machinist, and inventor,
has lor months past been in charge of the
residence of V. G. Thompson, formerly the
captain's quarters of the post. As has been
his wont . life for many years, Bacon has
kepfhim alone and secluded as possible.
He is 02 or known to drink or use to-
bacco, bu he night referred to imagina-
ry devils '_• \u25a0 1 hostilities, and in defiance
of such pr ' iings Oscar repaired to his
room, and ; 1 careful preparation adminis-
tered himself j, dose of strychnine from a
spoon improvised of paper. Presently he
reached out ofhis bed for water, but upset it,
and had to rise to sret another supply. Then,
he says, his arms and legs commenced vio-
lent spasmodic movements in all directions
from his body. He was thrown to the floor,
but managed" to regain the bed. He denies
having experienced pain in the stomach or
bowels, strange to say, but perspiration
poured out in streams. The agony subsided,
leaving him without old chronic pains in the
bead and chest.

The astounding result of this effort ought
to have been satisfactory, but Oscar immedi-
ately organized another scheme. Going to
the swing hanging from an iron crossbeam
between the trees, he took the rope—an ap-
parent]}" strong one. three-fourths of an inch
in diameter —and knotted it with a hang-
man's noose in the most scientific style of
the art, grease and all, Then, adjusting the
other end to the beam so as to give himself a
drop of seven and one-half feet, he adjusted
the noose about his neck, placing the knot
under his left ear in the most approved man-
ner. Raising himself to the erosshead, he
yelled defiance to his imaginary pursuers
and let go. So did the rope, for it broke
about six feet above the knot. The terrific
jartook the kinks out of his limbs and
bruised his neck, but it did not break itnor
was he strangled. The next morning Oscar
was attending to his household matters ami
related the circumstances as above. Just
before these wild attempts at self-murder Ba-
con deliberately burned and destroyed all of
the fine models of the many machines and
inventions which have absorbed his lonely
hour? for so many years.

Gnrmanic Cremntlon in Jtussia,

The remarkable picture by the Polish art-
ist Siemiradzki, which has created so much
interest abroad, refers to the cremation cus-
toms of the Teutonic Northmen who founded
the Russian empire. The burning of dead
bodies was a universal rite with the ancient
Germans and the kindred AngloSaxons and
Scandinavians. In "Fire-Burial Among
Our Germanic Forefathers," by Karl Blind,
which gives a short "Record of the Poetry
and History of Teutonic Cremation," the
following occurs: "Among the Northmen
abroad fire-burial was continued down to the
tenth century. In Orkney and Shetland the
heathen Northmen practiced for at least a
century and a half the fire-burial customs
which they had brought with them from Nor-
way. (See iotroduction by Mr. Joseph An-
derson to the "Orkneyinga Saga.") The
same was done in the tenth century by the
Warangian rulers of Russia, who had given
the country a Norse dynasty and aristocracy,
and probably even its name. A striking pic-
ture of those Germanic cremation rites in
Russia has been handed down to us by Ahm-
ed Ibn Fozlau, an Arab ambassador from
the Khalife Al Moktador, who, in 931, wrote
a report of his journey. His description is
one of the most graphic, the minntest de-
tails being given. 'You Arabs,' said one of
the Northmen in Russia to Ahmed Ibn Foz-
lan, 'are fools! You take the man whom
you must have loved and honored and put
him down in the earth, where vermin and
worms devour him. We, on the contrary,
burn him up in a twinkling, and he goes
straight to Paradise.' " It is this descrip-
tion by Ibn Fozlan which the Polish artist
has chosen as his theme.

A Too Willing XoumjMan.

Burlington Hawkeye.

"Dou you love me as dearly as men have
ever loved women?" said Mabel, finding an
easy anchorage for her cheek about the lati-
tude of his upper vest-pocket and the longi-
tude of his left suspender.
Q"More," said George,with waningenthu-
siasm, for this was apout the two-hundredth-
and fourteenth encore to which he had re-
sponded since 8 o'clock. '-More, far more
dearly. Oh, ever so much more."

"Would you," she went on,and there was
atremulous impressiveness in her voice that
warned the young man that the star was go-
ing to leave her lines and spring something
new on the house! "would you, be willing
to work and wait for me, as Rachel waited at
the weli,seven long years."

"Seven !" he cried in a burst of genuine
devotion!"

Somehow or other he was alone when he
left the parlor a few minutes later, and it
looks now as though he would have to wait
700 years before he saves fuel by toasting
his shins at the low-down grate in that par-
lor again. There are men, my son, who al-
ways overdo the thing; they .want to be
meeker than Moses, stronger than Samson,
and ten times more paaticular than Job, the
printer; that is, he isn't, but he used to Uz.

Half-Splitting Logic.

Philadelphia Call.
A man who parts his beard in the middle

ought never to occupy a higher position than
the Vice-Presidency. Mr. Lincoln parts his
beard in the middle.

Struck itRich.
From the Chicago Herald.

Lotta's Ln.tt Bon-lion.
New York Star.
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SCIENTIFIC MISCELLANY.

A Scientist's cheerful workshop.—

A biography of Louis Pasteur, justcompleted
by his son-in-law, gives the following de-
scription of the surroundings of the great
French investigator at his daily work: All
the animals in the laboratory, from the little
white mice hiding under a bundle of cotton-
wool to the dogs barking furiously from their
iron-railed kennels, are doomed to death.
These inhabitants of the place, which are
marched out day after day to be subjected to
operations or other experiments, share the
space with still more ghastly objects. From

parts of France hampers arrive contain-
wg fowls which have died of cholera or some
other disease Here is an enormous basket
bound with straw; it contains the body of a
pig which has died of fever. A fragment of
limyforwarded in a tin box, is from a cow
which died of pneumonia. Other goods are
still more precious. Since Pasteur, two
years ago, went to Pauillac to await the ar-
rival of a boat-vvhich brought yellow-foyer
patients, he receives now and then from far-
off countries a bottle of black vomit. Tubes
of blood are lyingabout; and plates contain-
ing drops of blood may be seen everywhere
on the work-tables. In special stores bottle-
like bladders are ranged. The prick of a pin
Into one of these bladders would bring death
to any man. Enclosed in glass prisons mil-
lions and millions of microbes live and mul-
tiply.

PROGRESS IV DOG TEACHING. —Sir John
Lnbbocks experiments in teaching a dog to
express his wants by means of printed cards
are giving very entouraging results. The
dog whose name is Van, vow selects from
an assortment of cards one bearing the word
"food" when wishing something to eat, and
repeats the operation until his huuger is ap-
peared. He shows his desire to take a walk
by picking up and "out" card and carrying
it to the door. A "bone" card and a "wat-
er"' card are provided, and Van now appears
to understand their purpose very well. When
he inadvertetly brings a card for something
he does not want and is shown the corres-
ponding object, he seizes the card, takes it
back, and fetches the right one. Sir John is
now considering how he may best test the
dogs power in simple arithmetic.

Daily wind variations. —Recent re-
searches indicate that on land the winds
show a considerable variation in strength at
different times during the day, being strong-
est during the greatest heat, or from one to
three and a half hours after the sun passes
the meridian. On the summits of many
large mountains, however, like Mt. Washing
ton, the wind is weaker in the middle of the
day than in the morning and at night: while
in the middle of the ocean there is scarcely
any appreciable daily variation in the wind's
force.

Last year's earthquakes. —Prof. C. G.
RockwooiVs record of American earthquakes
in ISS3 includes 78 notices, nine of the re-
ports being doubtful, aud one appearing to
refer to a meteoric phenomenon and not to
an earthquake. Canada furnished nine of
the reported earthquakes; New England, 3;
Atlantic States, 2: Mississippi Valley, 11; Pa-
cific Coast, 23; Mexico, 1; West Indies, 4;
Central America, Columbia, Venezuela, and
Ecquador, 14; Peru and Chili, 10; and 2 were
not counted.

A Paris physician, Dr. Gelle, has found
that from 20 to 25 per cent, of school chil-
dren have imperfect powers of hearing, and
that the poorer classes of children are especi
ally liable to partial deafness. These ob-
servations have led to a practical result in
France, where pupils are to be seated at dis-
tances from the teacher's desk corresponding
with their keen ess of hearing.

A London medical authority dissents from
the common view that dampness is a great
cause of disease, of the respiratory organs
especially, in the British Isles, since no
special increase in the death rate has been
shown to result from a rainy season, where-
as an unusually cold period produces an im-
mediate and notable increase in the number
of deaths.

Mr. Hugh Browne has drawn attention to
the fact that the Sutley, one of the great
streams of British India, is probably the
swiftest large river in the world, having a
descent of 12,000 feet in 180 miles —an aver-
age of about 67 feet per mile.

By experiments on infected hams, Messrs.
Mignon and Touard have proven that tri-
chinae may be rendered entirely harmless
by exposure for an hour to a cold of four de-
grees below zero Fahrenheit.

According to Mons. P. Gibier, rabies can
be communicated to ")irds, which, however,
recover spontaneously. Mammals inoculat-
«d from the diseased birds die with the usual
symptoms of rabies.

Mons. E. Juny has found violet light to
be favorable to the developement of the eggs
of various animals, while an injurious, or at
least retarding, influence is exerted by green
and red light.

Mr. James Manning states that the black
aborigines of Australia have a general belief
in a Deity, all knoweledge of whom is con-
cealed from the women and children.

A French astronomer remarks that Sirius,
the dog-star, which appears to us of a bril-
liant white, was described by Horace and
Cicero as red.

Raron Nordenskjold, the eminent Sweedish
navigator of the Arctic seas, contemplates a
voyage to south polar regions next year.

A meteorological observatory has been
erected by Pope Leo xn at Carpineto-Roma-
no, his native city.

Eutomoligists of England are lamenting
the gradual disappearance of the butterfly
from that country.

A tall thin passenger, wearing a huge
slouch hat and streaks of tobacco juice on
his chin, was feeling very good on an east-
bound Chicago, Burlington & Quincy train
the other day. He said he was a Keutuckian,
and had justreturned from lowa, where he
had been selling some blooded stock. ''lowa
farmers are just crazy for fine stock." he
said; '-they don't care what it is—horse,
mule, cow or pig. They are anxious to have
the best in the land, and they have the mon-
ey to pay for it, too. I've had good luck this
trip. Sold a bull for $800, three heifers at
$400 apiece, and four mares at $700 apiece.
I believe ifIhad had the gall I could have
got more than that, but Iwas satisfied. I'm
no hog, ifIdo come fromKentucky." Then
the passenger laughed as if all the story
wasn't told, and passed the cigars around as
ifhe didn't care for expenses. "Did you
make much profit on your stock?' I asked.
"Profit," he said, "why, it was nearly all
profit. You see, that stock was the "com-
monest lot of truck ever seen in Kentucky.
Ibought 'em for a mere song, prepared "a
long pedigree for every one of 'em, got an
article printed in a Kentucky paper—in just
two copies of it—about Col. Withers ship-
ping fine stock to Iowa; when Igot to Bur-
lington, I had an article, pedigrees and all
printed at the Hawkcye there, saying what a
splendid thing it was for lowa to"have such
fine stock imported, and all that. Well, those
farmers are like suckers in June. Why, I
took along an old breeding jinny that was
good for onthing and had been turned loose
to die by a neighbor of mine. Igave her a
nice pedigree and sold her for $130. Any
Kind of eriter with a, printed pedigree hung
on its horn will sell out in lowa."

Envious rivals may say that the chipper
and saucy little actress, Lotta, is losing her
grip, but a late business transaction of hers
does not seem to justify that hasty conclu-
sion. She has always a sharp eye on the
chance, and whoever attempts to whittle
sticks with her in a dicker isn't going to
get the best of the bargain without mani-
festing phenomenal shrewdness.

On her arrival in London she took a fancy
to the opera "Nell Gwynne," which is the
work of Farnie, the dramatist, and Plan-
quette, the musician. The literary chap
and the tune-slinger, stand in the order
named on the bills, although American au-
thorities of the dude order rule that the au-
thor of a lyric play should stand in the
background for the composer. Lotta laid
down $1,000 to hold the work for a month
while she was making up her mind whether
she would buy the right for this country.
Harry French, the dramatic agent, mean-
time made -an offer for it, and sold it to
McCaull, the New York manager, "who began
preparing new scenery for it.

This was Lotta's chance. She snapped it

up by paying Farnie and Planquette $4000
for it. Then she notified French that he
must not infringe her rights. McCaull was
frantic. He applied to the actress. She re-
plied that she would help him out of his difli-
culty with great pleasure—for a considera-
tion. That consideration was $7,000. M-Caull had to accept. He paid the money
and owns the opera. Thus Lotta raked in a
$3,000 bon-bon. Losing her grip? Oh, no.

tIFEIN A FAR-AWAYPLACE.

How the Haninln or Pot-to:* ofConstauti-
nople Live at Hotne.

Par up that ancient river Halys, on either
side, is many a villagewhere almost every
house has a man at work in Constantinople;
for the farming of these villages is just about
as ancient as the river, and needs outside
help to hold its own year after year. And as
there is no bank in Anatolia and no system
of postal-notes, sometimes from live to ten
PW tent, of thchamal's earnings is con-
sumed by the sharp polltazadji, for transfer-
ing the remainder from Constantinople to
the old home.

These Armenian women and girls which
they left behind tlu-m, are usually robust, as
well as the men. Indeed, anyone born there
with frail constitution dies before longrun-
ning this gauntlet of infantile disease and
exposure; so that only the strong are left.
And the twopence worth per day on which
they live, of coarse bread and curds or hulled
wheat and simple soups, heips to develop
beautiful teeth and bones, good diges-
tion, and iron muscles. Sumc years ago an
American doctor, practicing in Sivas. told
me it was not at all uncommon lor a village
wo.nan to take her child,one ortwo days oldon
her back and walk three miles in town to in-
quire of him if everything was all right with
them. But when the doctor asked"one of
them. "Why don't you learn to read,"
she answered, with that peculiar shrug of her
magnificent shoulder: '"Ugh! You get out.
What can a cow learnt" And some of them
are about as awkward in handling a needle,
too, as a cow wWld be.

When a hamal, or custom-house porter,
returns after years at Stamboul. he naturally
brings with him new ideas. Iknow one who
presented his wife with a full set of civilized
spoons, knives and forks; but she promptly
traded them off and turned again to rely
solely on the great wooden spoon of her an-
cients and on her fiagers. Another steadi-
ly refused to sell his daughter till the vil-
lagers made him pay $75 dollars for a girl
his boy wanted. Others discourse learnedly
on custom-house tricks and on the different
European language. Some of them are quite
eager for tile mental improvement of their
women and children. Ivisited a small vil-
lage near Sivas which has a good school for
both sexes, supported entirely by the inter-
est on money contributed from its own
citizens working in Stamboul. Sometime
ago strolling into an Armenian village
church, I took a secluded corner, and
and heard sentiments in the address of the
bishop there which ten years ago would have
been considered rank hersey, worthy only
an American missionary. Among other ex
cellent things the bishop said: "Educate
every one of your girls, and simplify your
weddings. Here's one of your young men,
with elastic step and beaming face. He has
a vast future of possibilities. Rumors of
a wedding rise. That young man goes to
town. At eve he returns, walking heavily.
You look into his face. It's no face at all.
What's the matter, man? Got a toothache?
Your girl dead ;Oh, nothing, uothing,' he
says, but I know he has to-day run 6,000
piastres (8:240) into debt for the extrava-
gance of one of our village weddings. A
few months later for that debt he goes to
Constantinople to be a slave for years, and
leaves his young wife to be another here.
Beloved! by your own voluntary slavery to
to evil custom we are becoming poorer and
fewer every year in this progressive centu-
ry."—Constantinople Eastern Express.

A Romantic Story from TSaine,
Some years before the war Otis Burton, a

former resilient of Bangor, left here to seek
his fortune in the west. He drifted to Mis-
souri, where he met an accomplished lady

with whom he fell in love. She was pleased
with him, but before be made his passion
known she moved to a distant part of the
south.

About this time the war broke out, and the
two soon lost all traces of each other. Bur-
ton joined the Union army, and was soon
afterward wounded, and as itwas supposed
he would die, a letter was sent to his mother
informing her that her son could not live.
He, however,was blessed wi tn a good consti-
tution and recovered. He went back to his
regiment, and was detailed with a eompanv
to take supplies across the plains. The party
was attacked byTndians, and every man in
the force except Burton killed. He was re-
ported to have been slain with the rest. The
Indians decided to let him live, and took him
a prisoner to their retreat in the mountains
of the southwest. He gradually recovered
from wounds he had received in the en-
counter, made himself agreeable to his cap-
tors, and adapted himself to their ways of liv-
ing.

After he had been in captivity six mouths
or more he was allowed more liberty, and
now began to watch for a chance to escape.
The Indians had stolen a number of ponies,
and among these was one which Burton's
practiced eye showed him was highlybred,
and with speed and endurance. This pony
was cared for and petted by Burton,and he was
allowed to ride him. One day he strayed
away further than usual, and, though not ac-
quainted with the country, made a dash for
liberty. He was closely pursued, but the
gallant little pony had the "bottom" for a
winning race. He rode for three days then
began to see that he was getting out of the
hostile country. In the distance he saw a
house which he knew must De inhabited by
whites. He shouted with jojr, feeling that
he had gained freedom at last. He knocked
at the door of the house, and a surprise
awaited him. It was opened by the woman
he had loved in lang syne. He was at once
recognized, and received a hearty welcome.
Burton told his adventures and narrow-
escapes to a willinglistner. She, too told
her story. She had married a Confederate,
oflie.er, who was afterward killed in battle,
and she now owned the farm she occupied.
Is it necesssry to tell the rest? They were
betrothed, there was a merry weddding, and
the happy couple are still livingin a south-
western state. Surely in real lifeare ro-
mances as strange and more interesting than
those weaved by the fertile brain of the nov-
elist.—Bangor (Me.) Commercial.

Chances for Mechanics in North Carolina,

Northern mechanics who contemplate
locatiug in the South would do well to heed
the statements of a North Carolina mechan-
ic who has closely studied the situation and
has had practical experience. He declares
that there is no demand in that state for
skilled laborers, and if they go there they
cannot afford to stay, since their pay will not
exceed 51.25 per day, with no allowauee for
bad weather. At Raleigh, , good workmen
eet from $1 to §1.25 per day. They cannot
support families on these wages, and are
crushed dowa by debt. The North Carolina
man further says: "There is no regular sys-
tem of labor in the state—and in but few of
the southern states. We have to compete
with the negro, and he is iv man}- cases
given the preference because, as some em-
ployers have said, they can 'say what they
choose to him.' He will 'take more' than a
white man." The Charleston News <fc Cour-
ier says these remarks will apply largely to
South Carolina.

lieCouldn't fail.

Wall Street News.
A New York drummer the other day ran

across a retail grocer in this $tate who had
been in the business and in the same siore
for thirty-four continuous years.

"And didii.t you ever fail?" asked the
drummer.

"How could II"
"Why, any buisness man can fail."
"Perhaps they can; but when a fellow can

get credit for over $75 before they draw on him
I don't see the object in shutting; up shop."

"And didn't you take advantage of the
panic?"

"Not a copper; Ididn't owe auything.and
the only goods which went up were clothes-
pins and codfish, and Iwas short of both."

"Never got burned out?"
"Never. Every fire jumpsright over me,no

freshet comes within ten feet of my walls,and
the only cyclone we ever had missed me by
forty rods. Itell you, stranger, when Ithink
of how honest I've been obliged to be, it
makes me shudder."

WHO "OUIDA" IS.

THE PLAN OF HER NOVELS.

THE PROFITS OF lIEP. PKW

AmphtJirrln-Tuirrtifl Dolt.

ASketch ofHer inHer Beaut ifMFlorentine
Home— Early Lifeand Antecedents

— Disappointed and tfnhappy
Woman.

Florence Letter to Philadelphia Press.
Louisa de la Ramee is of French extraction

her grandfather having been a Frenchman;
but she is English on both sides of the house,
having been born ar Bury St. Edmunds, Su-
ffolk, 43 years ago. The story runs that her
father and mother, being inharmonious in
their domestic relations, separated dnring
her girlhood— he coming to the continent
and she remaining in England.

Ouida's youth was passed in various coun-
tries, so that she may be said to have no par-
ticular nationality. She speaks fluently
French, Italian and German, as well as her
native tongue, and writes those foreign lan-
guages with facility. She has often declared
that she has had no girlhood, and indued no
youth; for her experiences were unpleasant
and forced her very early int.) a kind of mor-
bid maturity. For years she has been over
flowing with cynicism and bitterness, dislik-
ing men and distrusting women, and giving
the most unpleasant pictures of fashionable
society, indicating that selfishness, rascality
and wantoness ire the gushing traits of hu-
manity. She is even more of a misogynist
than a misanthrope, for she never allows an

opportunity [to pass without^ arragning her
own sex at the stern bar of of her warped
judgment. - :\u25a0.'\u25a0''". %-

Toread Ouida's later novels one would have
form the same the sain:: idea, of society in
the continent to-day that one wonld have
formed of France hud" he lived in the time of
the Regent Philippe d'Orleans, or of Eng-
land during the reign of Charles 11. Her
representatives are repulsive; but she vows
they are strictly true, not even exaggerated
for the sake of fiction. Doubtless there is
always more or less corruption in society
which claims to be the best, but the corrupt-
ion is rather exceptional than general, which
Ouida portrays is exactly the reverse.

She is a very prolific writer. She has pro-
duced in the twenty years that have passed
since -'Held in Bondage" appeared some
!j5 novels, beside any number oC magazine
articles and contributions to the newspapers.
Itmaj- well be said that her pen is never idle.
Ifit were, her literary reputation would stand
higher, or she frequently repeats herself
and is obviously careless in construction, in-
cident and the development of her characters,
which are decidedly prone to resemble one
another. She almost invariably introduces
two or three rich, bad, brutal men and sev-
eral handsome, artificial, impure, mercenary,
completely selfish women, all of them oc-
cupying exalted social positions, in salient
contrast with a preternaturally good, noble,
self-sacrificing woman, who is commonly
persecuted and whom nobody understands.

The celebrated authoress lives in a hand-
some villa outside the gates, furnished and
decorated handsomely and expensively. It
is full of pictures, engravings, statuettc-s,
bronzes, books and all sorts of bric-a-brac,
for which she has great fondness and fine
taste. Ifshe has little love of her own kind,
she loves, dogs, horses, cats, birds and ani-
mals generally, having in her house rnauv
pets, She often says that they are neither
perfidious nor ungrateful, and that to call a
man a dog, as most men are constituted, is
a compliment that he seldom merits. She
drives outdaily, when the weather is pleas-
ant, and is usually accompanied by two or
three dogs.

Everybody in and about Florence know 3
her by sight. She is a rather striking figure,
being tall and well formed, and having a
strong, remarkable face, with light eyes and
an abundance of yellow hair. She dresses
handsomely and expensively, but in uncon-
ventional manner and not always in good
taste- At times she is overloaded with color
andornaments, and then again she is simply
in attire to a point of severity. It would
seem that she enjoys attracting attention and
niiikinga sensation, although she pretends
otherwise. An American artist here calls
her a feminine imitator of Byron, for whom
she cherishes an enthusiastic admiration.
She also adores Henrich Heine and Leopardi
which shows that the bent of her mind is
sombre and cynical. In fact, most other
literary tastc-s are what would be denomin-
ated uuhealthful.. Her views of life are not
cheerful, and her countenance i 3generally
marred by an expression of unamiability.
What has made her bitter nobody knows. It
is due partly to temperament and partly to
circumstances. Her early life has probably
been such as to sour her. Moreover, she is
an idealist and, consequently, doomcl in
disappointment in all her relations with the
world.

The poor are very much attached to Ouida
which is natural, as she is verykind io them
personally and pecuniarily. She gives free-
lyand largely in charity, and she is said
never to hear a case of indigence and suf-
fering which she does not tryto relieve. On
the whole, she appears to be a strong, earn-
est, generous, honorable, pure-minded wo-
man, whose faults are mostly on the sur-
face. She believes she does much good by
exposing the weaknesses and meannesses
and vices of society, and by presenting pat-
terns of men and women who put the com-
mon creatures of life to shame. • She travels
a good deal, spending six or seven months
here, and the rest of the year in France and
England. She has a few friends who are de-
voted to her, and for them and to them she
is goodness itself. With all her talents and
successes she is discontented, and is, in-
wardly, a solitarj- and unsatisfied soul.

IfOuida's bokks (she derived her pen
name from the childish pronunciation by her
little niece of her first name, which is Louisa
de la Rainee) are not quite appreciated by
the critics, they are appreciated by her pub-
lishers, for they sell largely and rapidly.
Her first novel '"Held in Bondage", brought
her. Iunderstand. $3,000, and she now gets
at least -SIO,OOO for every new work in three
volumns that she writes. She has grown so
popular within the last eight or ten years that
she can make very favorable terms with pub-
lishers, and she never neglects, it is Baid,
her own interests. "Moths"' and "Friend-
ship" have been exceedingly profitable, yield-
Ing her to date, respectively. £14.000 and
§15.000, and are still in demand.

The fact that her stories are reputed to be
wicked gives thorn a zest with many young
women, not a few of whom, lam told, been
sorely disappointed in them in this respect.
They may have been thought to be allied iv
some manner to the grossly indelicate stories
of Crebillon, Louvet and other French auth-
ors of a past age, who reveled in minute de-
scriptions of interdicted things. Nothing
could be much further from the fact. Ooida
is reported to have made from 8250,000 to
§300,000 by her writings, and her money hag

been so well invested that her income is
estimated at §15,000 a year, considered very
large in Italy. When to this is added hei
annual earnings by the pen, it is not strangt
that she is counted* here as very rich.

Itmay be remembered that a good deal of
prominence was given last fall in the papers
to the occurrence of diphtheria in a family in
Amsteidam, N. Y. Two children died at
intervals of seven months, and a third was
taken Bick, The board of health appointed a
committee to investigate', which examined
the house and its surroundings, and obtained
a statement from the attending physician.
They have recently made their report, find-
ingthat there were no bad conditions exist-
ing in or about the house sufficient to ex-
plain the appearance of the disease, and they
concluded that it came from a cat which was
fondled by the child that first fell ill. Thii
cat was found at the time to have a swollen
throat and, to be Buffering from a discharge
from the mouth and nostrils. It died a fewdayi
afterward. Three days after the death of the
cat the child fell sick with malignant diph-
theria and died in about a week. During its
illness it played with a doll which was after*
ward given to a younger child, as it was sup-
posed to have been properly fumigated with
sulphur-fumes. This child shortly after be-
ing allowed to play with the doll also fell ill
with diphtheria and died. The third child al-
so played with the. doll and fell ill, but re-
covered, the board of health, therefore, traces
the reappearance of the disease in the fami-
ly, after the death of the first child, to the
doll.—Sanitary Engineer.

Beating Dr. Tanner's Record.
Mt. Vernon (Mo.) Fountain.

During the past yrar not a single editor
in Missouri has died. This proves beyond
doubt that Dr. Tanner might have extended
his starve to twelve months.


