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THE LENTEN DEVOTEE.

"Now the gay and festive maiden,
With her season's sinning laden,

Goeth forth her soul to ease.
Town the chapel aisle she saileth
To her pew, and there bewaileth

Her transgressions on her knees.
See her! oh. how meek and lowly
Is her attitude : how holy

The expression her face wears!
On the Word of Gcd the ponders.
And her gaze is fixed, nor wanders

From her dainty Lock of prayers.

"Upside down's the book she rcadeth.
But her young soul scarcely necdeth

Text for what sounds all the same.
She can read responses, keeping
Time to waltzes that are beating

Out their measure inher brain.
With her mind on some swell dinner,
She can name herself a sinner,

And her wickedness lament.
Is her head through dances gliding?
Or with Fred on Crocus sliding*

What has that to do withLent?
Lips one's penitence betraying.
What's to hinder minds from playing

With whatever they may like': "
Ifone's piety is seeming. "
Why should one refrain from dreaming

On some dizzy past delight?
].rut's for only souls' advancing.
Lent's to keep one's feet from dancing;

It hath nought with heart or brain.
Ifthe two should go a-strnying
While a maiden is a-prayiiig.

Who but deacons wouid complain?
* *

"What is on for next week?*' was
asked of a society girl last Wednesday.

"Oh, for the next forty days we will
toboggan and call it Lent."

"What is there about tobogganing
that makes it less sinful than other
pleasures?"

"I'm sure I don't know, unless the
church fathers never had a chance to
find out what a dizzy thing it is, and' so
they didn't put it on the list."

*.* \u25a0 , ... -
\u25a0v.

Marriages before Lent were not as
numerous as usual this year, and an-
nouncements of those to come after are
dlscouragingly few. The girls must be
bashful or less anxious to give up their
independence than is popularly sup-
posed. I saw one girl, though, literally
throw herself at a man the other day.
She was rushing up Third street, and a
small thing like an animated fur over-
coat could not stay her in her mad ca-
reer. She did not go through it, because
she flung herself into its arms and
stopped. The man exclaimed: "Well, I
never!"

"And never wilUagain," promptly re-
turned the girl, extricating herself and
passing on. The man let her go, too.
Few men know enough to hold on to a
good thing when they have it.

•* *_»
Mrs. Clarke's valentine party has been

the means of bringing out hidden poetic
talent in the Saintly city. Now it re-
mains for Lent to develop dramatic
genius. "There is no better time than
Lent for getting up private theatricals,"
said a girl who "goes everywhere," as
she was on her way home from church
Ash Wednesday. "We can't daub
plaques and prick storks all the time.
We must see something ofthe men, too,
and there is nothing that will bring
them around and keep them coming like
agitating the private theatrical ques-
tion. You know Lenten quiet affords
the chance to get up our part well, and
after Easter we ouirht to be able to give
some pretty good entertainments."

ST. VALENTINE'S DAY.

Never was the day set apart for St.
Valentine more gracefully devoted to
him than it was last Tuesday by society
in this city. In the afternoon Mrs. F.
B. Clarke threw open her elegant home
on Summit avenue to her lady friends
and entertained between 300 to 400 from
3to 5 o'clock. The floral decorations of
the rooms on the lower floor added to
the charms of a scene that must have
made any man tantalized by a glimpse
of it wish to goodness he had never
been obliged to take offhis dresses. The
day has come when /-_ woman cango out with the girls and enjoy herself
every bit as much as ever her husband
did, having a "littlefnn with the boys."
Itis presumable that saints can see, if
they are above eating. The offering
which Mrs. Clarke's refreshment table
made to the eye was doubtless planned
with careful consideration for the pe-
culiar needs of saints, as well as those
of—angels, commonly called women.
In the center of the table was a mirror,
which reflected a huge bowlful of
jonquils and was bordered with yellow
tulle. Bouquets of jonquils in dainty
holders were irregularly placed, and,
with the soft light of yellow candles
sinning from beneath yellow shades,
went to make a picture that
was pretty enough to suit the
taste of the most exacting.
Mrs. Clarke was assisted in receiving by
Mesdames Morton, Barnura, Bates,
Selmes. Furness, Perrin, Jilson, Flagg,
Peet and Misses Perrin, Smith, Gordon,
Bend.

The toilettes ofthe ladies were partic-
ularly fine. Mrs. Clarke wore a gown
of violet velvet and pink brocaded satin,
diamond ornaments; Mrs. Morton,cream
striped gauze and satin; Mrs. Bates
wore an effective gown of black lace
over white silk, black moire sash and
diamond ornaments; Mrs. Selmes was
charming in white tulle, unrelieved by
any color; Mrs. Furness' dress was a
combination of Nile green silk and
black lace with jet trimmings: Mrs.
,]ilson wore purple moire; Mrs. Thomas
Cochran, black velvet and jet, diamond
ornaments: Mesdames Peet, Perrin and
FJagg, black toilettes, diamond orna-
ments; Miss Smith, pale blue tulle and
satin; Miss Bend, silver tissue and
white brocaded satin; Miss Gordon,
heliotrope flowered silk and tulle, pearl
ornaments. - ...

AN BY-MUX-* OF VALENTINES.
Judging saints above by saints below,

perhaps, and so concluding one can not
do too much for them. Mrs. Clarke sup-

fomented her afternoon entertainment
by one in the evening, which was dis-
tinctly in honor of St. Valentine— and
Misses Tighe and Furness. In addition
to the usual formula, the invitation
cars read: "Youarc requested to write
and bring at least two valentines." As
the guests laid aside their wraps they
deposited their valentines in boxes,
Which, as soon as filled, -were carried

down stairs to the postoffice. The post-
office, with true St. Paul enterprise and
independence, had been built without
any appropriation from the government,
by means of a large screen in which
was the regulation delivery window, dif-
fering from an ordinary delivery window
only in its festive trimmings of smilax.
To one side was the notice, "Hours, p.
m. to a. m." and on the other side a
card informed the eager applicants for
mail that the 8 o'clock train was four
hours late. The rights of woman were
duly recognized in the appointing of
postoffice officials, the entire business of
the office being discharged by Mesdames
Furness and Beales, Miss Sturgis and
Mr. Patterson. Such a quantity of mail
was received and delivered that one of
the officials, exhausted from her work,
declared she hoped next year if Mrs.
Clarke gave a valentine party she
would have her cards read, "You
are requested to write not more than
two valentines," instead of "at least
two." The scene in Dixey, "anything
forPhcebie," was gone through repeat-
edly, and every time Phcebie came she
got something. Mrs. Selmes' popular-
ity was recognized here as everywhere
—the number of valentines she received
exceeding those- of any other one per-
son. Among the others who were es-
pecially favored, of the ladies, were
Mrs. _urness, Misses Sturgis, Bend,
Gordon, Furness, Tighe, Gibson, Lud-
ington; of the gentlemen, Messrs. Gor-
don, Patterson, Kiddle, Newport, Clay,
lleath, Howe and Paget. During the
evening about 300 valentines were
mailed— positive that poetic geni-
us in St. Paul is, with a mis-
taken sense of modesty, hiding
its light under a bushel. Even
the excellent opportunity for
shining provided by Mrs. Clarke, failed
to bring forth some. But the 40,000 can-
dle power ofthose that did shine made
up the deficiency. When a valentine
was delivered, the fortunate recipient
was expected to have it read for the
benefit ofall. Itis a sad reflection on
society's opinion of woman's ability
that the authorship ofevery particularly

• clever bit of versifying was attributed
to some man. Among those whose pens

j were most prolific were Mrs. Dousman,
Misses Wheelock, Luddington, Sturgis
and Smyth. The gentlemen whose pro-
ductions were noted most artistic were
Messrs. Cutcheon and Heath, while
Messrs. Patterson, Gordon and Kiddle
outdid themselves in humorous efforts.
One of Mrs. Selmes' admirers, with the
superb disregard of feet, which strong
inspiration permits, immortalized her
popularity in
'•The ancients had their vellums,

We have our Patty Selmes ;
Ihope the ancients" thought as jyuch of their

vellums
As. we think of our Patty Selmes." . .
Mr. Newport's name will go down the

ages in— --';'-:'
"Newport is a daisy.

He sets the girls iill crazy,
A-giviugof his chin, chin" chin ;

And as sure as heaven's above him,
He's so sure they will love him

For the chinking of his tin, tin, tin."
Then there were those that were less

personal and more poetic like:
"Should cupid, little cupid,

With his famous little dart,
Take aim with bow and arrow

At your very precious heart,
Now don't let him hit it,

Unless he gives a sign
He's the messenger of love

From your unknown Valentine."'
Happy was the man who received this

message :
"I've told to the birds, I've told to the air,

I've told to the tender flowers,
I've told to the stars— everywhere,

Through weary and lonely hours, .
This story, my darling; Iwould tell thee

This same little story of mine,
How thou art the world and life to me—

Forever my Valentine 1"
Numerous valentines remained un-

called for,which may be obtained by ap-
plying to any of the officials—Mesdames
Furness, Beales, Miss Sturgis or Mr.
Patterson.

THAT AND THE OTHER.

The Oak Leaf Pleasure club, which
has given a number of private parties
during the winter, has changed its
name, and will henceforth be known as
the Entre Nous club. Its officers are:
E. A. Morrissey, president; John Betz,
vice president; William McLeod, secre-
tary; William H. Koempel, treasurer,
and C. P. Stone-nan, sergeant-at-arms.
Preparations are being made for a good
time after Lent.
c Miss Edith Kent gave a birthday
party Saturday afternoon at the resi-
dence of her parents. 215 South Frank-
lin street. About thirty of her school-
mates were entertained with a sleigh
ride, after which a supper was served
and the amusements closed with music
and games.

Last Tuesday evening the Little Crow
Toboggan club was very pleasantly en-
tertained by Master Chris Wagener at
his home on Wabasha street. By no
means the least feature of the entertain-
ment was a bountiful supper, which the
boys showed their appreciation of as
only boys can.

The Wabasha club are arranging for
a reception to be givtn immediately
after Lent. Several improvements
have been made in the club house, the
most important being the lighting of
the whole building with incandescent
lights.

Walter Petzet, pianist; Miss Julia F.
May, vocalist, and Dr. Clarence Strach-
auer, 'cello, will appear at a piano forte
recital to be given at Ford's music
rooms, 92 and 94 East Third street, Fri-
day evening, Feb. 24.

Mrs. C. W. Watson gave a sleighing
party to a number of friends last Thurs-
day night. After enjoying a drive about
town, the party repaired. to Mrs. Wat-
son's, where games, music, and refresh-
ments completed the evening's enjoy-
ment.

Mrs. 11. H. Hamilton, of Dayton's
bluff, entertained a party at lunch
Thursday, friends from St. Anthony
hill, Como, and Florence, Mass., being
present. \u25a0*.*-'*.. vvf.

Mrs. J. D. Wood, of Iglehart street,
assisted by her niece. Miss Hoibrook,

I entertained a few friends very pleas-
antly Tuesday evening in honor ofMiss
Edna Kellcy, of Burlington. Vt.

T. F. Oakes, of the Northern Pacific
railroad, is expected home this week.
He has been absent about a month, his

trip extending to the Pacific coast. Col.
Griggs accompanied him.

The Nushkas are-making extra prep-
arations for their last of the season,
which willoccur on Washington's birth-
day.

Miss Maggie Foster gave a card party
to a few friends at her residence on
Fifteenth street, Thursday evening.

Miss Emma Gilette entertained a few
friends Thursday evening. • y*-v:

Mrs. Gardner Moore gave a toboggan
party last night

TO PASTURES NEW.

Mr. and Mrs! Isidor Rose, of 262 East
Eighth street, accompanied by their son
Nathan, left Wednesday evening on a
six months' tour south. Their destina-
tion is Memphis, Term. They will go
by way of St. Louis, where they will be
the guests of numerous relatives.

Miss Zene C. Bohrer, of Dayton ave-
nue, left last Sunday morning for Har-
risburg, Pa., her former home. She
will also visit friends at Washington,
returning to St. Paul in two months.

Miss Maggie Rosicat, who has been
visiting Mrs. F. X. Gravel, 92 Eleventh
street, has returned to her home in Lit-
tle Falls.

Hon. P. 11. Kelly has gone to Wash-
ington. After sojourning there a few
days he will go to Florida. .' , '

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Melville left for
Kansas City last night for a few weeks'
visit with friends.

Mrs. 0. Van Auken and Master Ron-
nie will spend the balance ofthe winter
in New Orleans.

J. W. Taylor lias gone to New York,
where he will spend a couple of weeks.

Miss Murphy, of this city, is visiting
Mr. and Mrs. A. L.Bennett, of Preston.

Mr. and Mrs. 11. L. Moss started for
Thomasville last Thursday night.

Mrs. A. Hewitt and her sons, Walter
and Bird, are in New Orleans.

Gov. McGill wife were absent a
few days in Winona last week.

Miss Emma Heimbach visited at Min-
neapolis during the past week.

Mrs. Will Ross Proctor, of the Port-
land, is visiting in Dcs Moines.

Miss Helen R. Baker has gone to
Hastings for a short visit.

Mr. and Mrs. E. I. Frost leave for
New York Monday night.

Paymaster Whipple left for Leaven-
worth Thursday night.

Nat M. Pollock is enjoying the Mardi
Gras at New Orleans.

George O. Nettleton and wife are in
San Diego, Cal.

JUST AHEAD.

The ladies of the W. C. T. U. will
give a Martha Washington reception
next Tuesday from sto9p. m. at the
rooms of the Gospel Temperance union,
58 East Seventh street. A good time
generally is expected. There will be
both vocal and instrumental music, and
light refreshments will be served.

The third annual anniversary ofthe St.
Paul Camp No. 1, Sons of Veterans, U.
S. A., willbe celebrated at Sons of Vet-
eran hall, Drake block, on Wednesday
evening, Feb. 22. Dancing willbe pre-
ceded by a musical and literary enter-
tainment.

St. Andrew's society will give its
fourth monthly sociable to-morrow even
ing. A choice programme, consisting
of addresses and vocal and instrumental
music, has been prepared and will be
followed by dancing. __\u25a0*,_ .'•_'.

The English society, Sons of St.
George, Pioneer Lodge No. 238, will
give their second social and dance Mon-
day evening, Feb. 20, at Seibert's hall,
218 East Seventh street.

Miss Smyth's toboggan party, which
was fixed for last Tuesday evening and
postponed on account of Mrs. F. B.
Clarke's valentine party, will come off
to-morrow night.

Mrs. Edmund Rice will entertain the
Nushkas next Thursday evening.
CONNECTED WITH CHURCHES.

The Century club of the Central Pres-
byterian church provided entertainment
for the monthly reception of the Y. M.
C. A., given in the gymnasium last
Thursday evening. The interesting
programme was rendered by Misses
Jennie and Katie Williams, Miss O. J.
Reynolds, the Macalester Quartette
club, the gymnasium classes and the
Glee club. -"* *'v_. \u25a0

The Plymouth Chautauqua circle was
delightfully entertained by Dr. Dana at
his residence last Monday. It was the
open monthly meeting ofthe circle, and
the evening was devoted to papers on
and readings from the American humor-
ists. Some fine musical selections con-
tribuied to the enjoyment and success
of the entertainment. The circle was
fully represented, and with invited
guests made the gathering exceptionally
large.

Next Tuesday evening, the Ladies'
Aid society of the First Universalist
church will give a New England supper
at the stone chapel on Wacouta street,
between Eighth and Ninth streets.
Supper will be served from 6 p. m., and
everybody is invited to attend.

The Summit Chautauqua circle was
both entertained and instructed at the
First M. E. church last Monday evening
by Miss Darrow and Prof. Baker.

The Sons of Jacob congreeation will
give a concert Feb. 17, at Market hall,
for the benefit of the new church.

The Ladies' Aid society meets next
Wednesday with Mrs. Harry Sweet, 471
North street.

IN OUR MIDST.

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Baker have re-
turned, and are temporarily stopping at
the Ryan. Afterthe Ist of March they
willbe at home in the Blair block.

Lieut. D. C. Pearson, U. S. A., ac-
companied by his wife, came from Fort
Walla Walla last week, and has taken
apartments at the Ryan.

Col. W. P. Thompson, of New York,
was the guest of his brother-in-law,
Capt. G. 11. Moffett, 271 Summit Place,
last week.

Edward Scott returned last week
from an extended trip through the
East.

Miss Pauline Martini has been visit-
ing Tillie B. Smith, of Hastings, Minn.

Misses Gracie and Susie Drum are the
guests of Mrs. B. L. Bronson.

Jacob Newsalt, of Owatonna, is the
guest of H. J. Strouse.

Miss Bosler, of Carlisle, Pa., is visit-
ing Miss Stickney.

William Lindeke has returned from a
trip South.

STRAWBERRIES IN WINTER.
"Strawberries in winter" is what one

society woman pronounced the tea given
by Mrs. Dudley Finch at her home, 172
Summit avenue, on Tuesday afternoon.
"Just such a luxury is Southern hospi-
tality in the social climate ofthe North."
Mrs. Finch's parlors were equisitely
decorated with flowers, and the tea
table was dainty and pretty in the ex-
treme. The toilets worn by the many
ladies who were present were excep-
tionally elegant. -vMrs. Finch was assisted in receiving
by Mrs. Charles M. Nelson, Miss Ger-
trude Nelson, Stillwater; Miss Nellie
Scheffer, Miss Nellie Finch, Miss Alice
Smith, Mrs. O. C. Greene, Miss F. P.
Wright, Mrs. D. H. Moon and Mrs. O.
P. Lanpher. An informal gathering in
the evening completed one ofthe most
enjoyable affairs of the season.

MAN TRAP.
Miss Lottie Beck gave a leap year

party last Tuesday evening at her home
on Lincoln avenue. About fifteen
couple were present. The girls sus-
tained one another's *bashful spiritby
going in a body for each man, gathering
them into a largo sleigh, and taking
them home in the same way when the
festivities were at an end. Dancing was
indulged in until 1 o'clock a. *wi., when
supper was served. Among those pres-
ent were: Misses Beck, Stewart, Reid,
Myers, Kiffee, Wright, Power, Crany,
Provost, King, and Purkiss, of Minne-
apolis; Messrs. Davis, Wood, Clcmence,
Edwards, Larkin, Appleton, Bryant,
Amos, Cox, Richardson and Nicolay.
The party was chaperoned by Mrs.
Baldwin, of Broadway.

THEIR PRIVILEGE, YOU KNOW

Misses Mollie Lee. Katie McGrath,
Mary Biruiiughan _ were the^fficien. j

managers of a leap year party given on
Monday*, evening. The prompt dis-
charge of their duties by the young
ladies insured an exceptionally enjoy-
able time for everybody present.
Among the guusts were: Mr. and Mrs.
Brazelle, Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Kenny,
Mr. and Mrs. J. Doherty, Mr. and Mrs.
J. F. Cronin, Misss Lizzie Lee, Misses
Annie and Mary Schaffliausen, Misses
Maggie and Tresa O'Connell, Miss
Glenn, Miss Wessinger, Misses Annie
and Bertie Dryer.Miss Kittie McCarteir,
Miss Nellie Boyle, Miss Tibbitts, Miss
Maggie Boyle, Miss Lizzie Moore, of
Hudson, Wis., Miss McDevitt, Mjlsst L.
Moore, Miss J. Harper, Miss A. Qiiast,
Miss Minnie Bare, Miss Minnie? Otto,
Miss Aggie Johnson, Miss Mary Mc-
Mahn, Miss Annie Tienyer; Messrs.
Jamen, Barringer, Dickinson, Cheska,
Johnson, Dimond, Scherrier, Johnson,
Twohy, Mulcaire, Ilannan, Shelley,
Moulton, ' Heenen, Deppe, O'Reilly,
Varley, of Minneapolis, Coleman,'. Slat-
cry, Schmitz and Stello. _\u25a0>\u25a0' ] i,

PROGRESSIVE EUCHRE.! i -" i v
Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Maekey entertained

a few friends with progressive euchre
at their home Tuesday evening. Among
those present were ex-Gov. and Mrs.
Hubbard, Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Chitten-
den, Mr. and Mrs. A. Cratsenberg, Mr.
and Mrs. F. E. Hughson, Mr. and Mrs.
I). M. Dyer, Mr. and Mrs. 11. E. Fox,
Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Schaub, Mr. and
Mrs. J. Short, Judge and Mrs. J. W.
Lusk, Mesdames W. F. Graves, S. V.
Boyer. J. J. Eagan, Messrs. G. H. Nut-
ting, Dudley. E. E. Hughson took the
lone-hand prize, the gentleman's head
prize was taken by Mr. Dyer, the pro-
gressive prize by Mr. Dudley, the lady's
head prize by Mrs. H. E. Fox, the pro-
gressive prize by Mrs. A. Cratsenberg.

THE UNEXPECTED.

Miss Eva Adamson, 654 Laurel ave-
nue, was agreeably surprised Monday
night by about twenty of her friends,
who took possession of the house early
in the evening. Music and dancing
were indulged in tilla late hour. Miss
Stone, of Morrisburg, Can., rendered
several pleasing vocal selections. Among
those present were Misses Kennedy,
Reid, Evans, Eagan, Kimball, McArdle,
Griggs, Stone; Messrs. Beals, Cameron,
Kavanauirh, lngraham, White, Eagan,
Leßoy, Dr. Blanchard and Capt. Lamar,
ofFort Mead.

The Misses Stella Coff and May
Tucker entertained their many friends
by a "surprise" on Mrs. A. E. Devith,
at her pleasant home on Carroll street,
Tuesday evening.

CHILDREN HAVEA PARTY.

The children of St. John's Sunday
school held their annual party at the
Barnard school house last Tuesday
evening. They were kept happy by
games, dancing, supper and a pro-
gramme of vocal and instrumental
music and recitations which was pre-
sented by Misses Margaret Rugg, May
Van Vorhess, Ada Richardson, Dottie
Hughson, Pearl Otis, Lottie and Alice
Jones and Messrs. Melvin Coleman,
James Pickney, Frank Warren and
Richard Deacon. »

INTRODUCED IN ST. PAUL.

Mrs. D. A. Robertson, 118 Virginia
avenue, gave a most enjoyable dancing
party last Tuesday evening, introducing
Miss Lilias Stephenson. Mrs. Robert-
son's granddaughter. Mrs. W. G. Rob-
ertson assisted in receiving the 100
guests that were entertained. The
floral decorations were very pretty and
the music furnished by Seibert's orches-
tra unusually enlivening. 9 :

OUR COUNTRY'S FATHER, j„

An entertainment, commemorative of
the birth ofWashington, will be given
by the Cathedral school boys' depart-
ment next Tuesday afternoon at-'Tur-
ner's hall. A varied and interesting
programme has been prepared for the
occasion, consisting of songs, dialogues,
calisthenic, exercises and patriotic reci-
tations. _ ' u_i

GIRLS FOOT THE BILLS. I r
.\u25a0. . • » dr.The leap year party given by the

ladies of the Chateaugay club, White
Bear lake, was a grand success. Itwa_s
enjoyed *by quite a number . from) the'
Twin cities. Everything was in good
style, and the ladies bore the expense-
like little gentlemen. . Yt S.Vii

HAMLINEUNIVERSITY.

One of the most pleasant eyents ofthe
coming week promises to be a reception
and entertainment given by the Brown-
ing society in honor of their Amphic-
tyon friends. An interesting programme
has been prepared, in which some of
the ladies will take the following parts:

jMisses Maxon and Mabel Ranson will
discuss whether or not woman should
enter the learned professions. A paper,
"The Browning Scroll," will be edited
by Miss Maggie Share. There will also
be music •by Misses Case, Seager,
Weston and Johnson, a recitation by
Miss Alta Clark, a speech by Miss Pal-
mer, and a story by Miss Dunlapp.

The many political parties in this lit-
tle burg have had an influence over the
young ladies, and last evening the
Athenians in the society work had "an
evening in politics." Misses Mary
Lewis and May Webb discussed the
question, "Resolved, That prohibition
can be obtained only through a third
party." --*-•/ jvf-••'''•Dr. and Mrs. A. W. Edwards enter-
tained at their home Wednesday night
a number oftheir friends.

Mrs. R. Thorpe, of Minneapolis, was
the guest of Miss H. L. Shoemaker sev-
eral days last week.

The junior orations on Tuesday after-
noon had attraction for a large number
of their friends.

West Wood avenue has been made
the. dividing line of the two precincts of
the Tenth ward.

Miss Darrah, of St. Paul, principal of
the Garfield school, is the guest of Miss
Shaw. •

Miss Etta Clendenning, a former stu-
dent, is the guest ofMiss L. G. South-
wick.

Miss Catlin, of Delano, lately the
guest of Mrs. Clark, has returned home.

Rev. Thomas McClarey visited his
numerous friends in Haline last week.

Miss Genevieve Letee had a visit by
her mother Monday last.

ST. ANTHONY PARK.

Miss Carrie Strong gave a delightful
party last Monday evening. Pro-
gressive conversation, a new and novel
entertainment, in which F. Brace took
the gentleman's prize, and Miss Payne
the ladies', occupied the the time until
refreshments were served. After re-
freshments, dancing was in order. * ' ,*.

A sleighing party from Minneapolis,
after wandering about St. Anthony
Park's crooked streets, finally found
shelter at F. W. Fickerd's residence
Wednesday evening. After spending an
hour or so of innocent enjoyment they
were guided safely home. y

The valentine social held Tu^day
evening in the church parlors, was a
success in every way. Credit is due to
Mr. W. W. Connel, who originated
and carried out the affair. There was a
good attendance „"_•*':. v "*'

The Progressive Housekeepingjiclub
met with Mrs. C. D. Bently on Wednes-
day. This club is becoming Quitepopular. , § -

Miss Gertie Strong gave a tea party
to fourteen young misses, from 4to 6
o'clock, Wednesday afternoon.

Mrs. C. A. Dunn entertained the
literary club at her residence, Langford
Park place, Friday afternoon.

The Episcopal society hold services
at Mrs. Elvldges', opposite Alden
square, to-day. .-* \

m
THE ORGAN GRINDER. ,

(The Other Side of the Question.)

I bore it with exasperation,'
That organ -grinder's din:

Most d'smul sound in all creation,
Amusic that's a sin !

But when 1 went with spirit groaning,
And accents wild, though sad, .

Beseeching him to stop that droning,
Or he would have me mad, •

lie stayed his cran*k,nnd stared in wonder,
Indignant cap-a-pie;

v ' •\u25a0'lt makes you crazy docs it! Thunder!
.•-;•'. -What d'ye think of mc?"

'Y-'YY E. W. S. in Life. ;

LENTEN CUSTOMS. •

History of the Observance of the Forty
Day's Fast. ; S

ITS ANCIENT TRADITIONS.

Peculiar Customs Associated With
Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednes-

day Throughout the World.

Lent began Wednesday. In Its name
it is the old English leynte, spring, and
perhaps the Anglo-Saxon lencgan-tide
or lengthening time of the year. Search
for its origin as a season of fasting and
humiliation willcarry one back to the
forty days' deluge, the forty years'
tramp of the Hebrews in the wilderness,Moses' fast on the mountain and Ell-
jah's abstinence in the woods. Careful
analysis ofthe code ofMoses will dem-
onstrate that he was one of the wisest
lawgivers the world has ever known.
He knew perfectly well that cleanliness
is next to godliness, especially in such
a country as that traveled by his fol-
lowers, and J consequently when they
settled down in Canada they had a code
with an excellent hygienic basis, which,
however, was gradually obscured in the
ceremonial and ritual born of the rich
imagination of the East. But the re-
membrance of the forty days or years
remained, says the Philadelphia Times.
As many of the Hebrew customs were
engrafted upon the Christian church it
was natural that, when some time of
self-denial was set apart as a prepara-
tion of the feast of Easter, the period of
forty days should have been selected,
and as Easter came in the spring, con-
temporaneous with the feast of the
passoyer, the time _in which the an-
nual fasting was observed, gave
the name to it in English. At
first Lent began, on what is
now the first Sunday in Lent—forty
days before Easter. But as Sunday is
never a fast day, the six Sundays being
deducted from the six weeks, left but
thirty-six days of fasting. To remedy
this deficiency, to the six weeks were
added four days of the week preceding,
at some time before the beginning of
the eighth century, and this originated
Ash Wednesday. At first the season
was rigidly observed by outward marks
of humiliation and by fasting. , As the
church grew in power and extended her
influence to the uttermost parts of
Europe, adanting herself to circum-
stances, and in many instances arrang-
ing her festivals to supplant or to incor-
porate those of the pagan nations she
conquered, many curious practices grew
up about the Lenten fast.

In England this was particlarly the
case. There, from the nature of the
country and from the overlapping char-
acter of its settlement, local customs
grew apace, and were with difficultyup-
rooted. Upon some Englishmen fell
the shadow of the spring-fast before
Ash Wednesday. Many made it a point
on the preceding Monday to take leave
for the season of collops, thin slices of
meat (usually dried), and hence arose
the phrase Collup Monday. This custom
was typical offasting, and was recog-
nized by the butchers ofNew Castle-
upon-Tyne, who in 1621 entered into an
agreement neither to seek nor to accept
opportunities for killing cattle during
Lent without the consent ofthe brother-
hood. Deprived of meat, people were
ready to indulge on Shrove Tuesday, or
Fastin's eve, of those delicious prepara-
tions known as pancakes.

Shrove Tuesday has its name from the
former custom of people making their
shrift to the parish priest as a prepara-
tion for the next day. Confessions made
and the pancake bell rung, people hur-
ried home to feast for once in the year
upon the dyspepsia-breeding cakes,
which were of. various kinds, ranging
from the doughnut to the large flat slice
of dough steeped in grease. The day
was given up to merriment and sports,
and, as it was practically the close of the
Christmas rejoicing, it was marked by
characteristics similar, to the carnis
capium, the Roman carnival and the old
Saturnalia. , One of the-, old English

•worthies nqticed- the . resemblance' and
was moved to write : - "What the church
debars us one day she gives us leave to
take out •in? another— first there is
a carnival and then a Lent." In
the midst of the * general laxity
of law and order , on Pancake
Tuesdays, certain customs were prom-
inent. In one part of an English vil-
lage would be seen the young girls
burning an effigy called the Holly Boy,
which thSy had captured from the boys,
who, in another jplace, were i burning
their Ivy Girl, stolen from- the girls.
This sport may have been intended to
typify the departure of Christmas, and
was probably related to the custom of
the peasantry of France carrying
around on Ash Wednesday an effigy
and levying small sums ofmoney on its
burial. Boys, moreover, were accus-
tomed to barricade the school house
doors and keep the master away with
their pop-guns. :If he failed within a
certain allotted time to effect an en-
trance he had to agree with the boys
upon the tasks and holidays they would
have during the next year. V ' r

Cock-fighting and throwing sticks at
cocks were special features of the ob-
servance of the day. The prominence
given to these birds at that time is ac-
counted for in several ways. One theory
is that descendants of Danes and Sax-
ons thus vented their feelings against
the cock whose crowing on Shrove Tues-
day, centuries before, had prevented the
Saxons from massacreing the Danes;
another that contempt was thus shown
by Englishmen for their Gallic rivals,
the word gallus being the Latin forcock,
and another that men somehow or other
got to lay the blame of Peter's
treachery upon the cock that crowed
twice. Chicken-fighting was con-
ducted openly on the commons
with only the lamentations of human-
itarians as a rebuke. Cock-throwing
was equally unconcealed. The unfortu-
nate bird, in many instances trained for
the purpose, was tied with a long string
to a post in a field. The boys and idling
men, by the payment ofa small fee to
the owner of the bird, were allowed the
privilege of shying bioomsticks at it,
which fluttered about and dodged the
missiles to the best of its ability. The
boy who knocked down the cock won it.
Inspired with the idea of throwing, the
village boys would travel around in
squads and belabor house windows with
sticks and stones until the occupants
satisfied them with pancakes or money.
This sport was also called Lent-crock-
ing, from the pieces of crockery some-
times used.

But the bustle and good-humored
rowdyism of Shrove Tuesday were
abated on Ash Wednesday. Among
primitive Christians it was customary
to spend that day in sack-cloth and
ashes, emblems of humility and grief.
With prosperity much of the austerity
of the fast was done away with, though
the priest continued the custom by
signing with ashes a cross on the fore-
head of his flock and repeating the
formula: "Remember, man, thou art
dust and shalt return to dust." The re-
maining days of Lent were marked by no
particular observances beside the giving
ofthe hour by the king's cock-crower.
The fourth Sunday in Lent, or mid-Lent
Sunday, was also known before the
reformation in England as "Mothering
Sunday," from the habit of parishioners
in outlying districts visiting then the
mother church and of exchanging sim-
nel cakes with their parents. Then in
Passion Week, alter the distribution of
firbranches on Palm Sunday in lieu of
palm leaves, came Maundy Thursday or
Shere Thursday. y ••-

It was the custom ofthe king of Eng-
land to distribute in baskets on that day
alms to a certain number ofmendicants,
and in some parts of England for the
well-to-do to wash the feet of the poor,
and the French word maundier, to beg,
the Anglo-Saxon mond.a basket, and the
La tan mandaturn,a command,are named
by different persons as the bases of the
word maundy. Shere Thursday is a
phrase showing bow a natural habit of
man, if he is an Englishman, may grow
to be a natural custom . and impress it-
self upon the language. An old En-
glish writer states that Holy Thursday
is thus called Shere Thursday, "for
that in old fathers' days the peoples
would that day shere theyr bedes and
ciyyp ' theyr berde and pool theyr

hordes and so make them honest ayenst
Easter Day.".

'-. Good Friday was the great of the fast
year. The custom of hallowing rings and
oftheir distributionby the king long held
sway, and the sale of cross buns on that
day is still a feature of English town
life. The hallowed rings were supposed
to shield the wearers of them from the
"falling sickness" and from cramps;
hence the name "cramp rings" some-
times given them. The old pagan
Saxons, who wandered about the be-
fogged island, used to exchange buns in
honor of the feast oftheir deity. Eostre.
The Christian missionaries, though they
managed to change the life of the early
English people in many respects, could
not persuade them to do away with
their Eostre buns. So, in accordance
with universal practice, the priests
sanctified the pagan custom by arrang-
ing to have a crossmark placed upon
the buns and thus gave to England
"hot cross buns." Among the supersti-
tions connected with Good Friday were
the belief that bread baked on that day
possessed some indefinable charm which
would benefit the housewife who pre-
served the bread during the year, and
that children born then possessed the
inborn power of curing themselves of
any sickness. Saturday, or Shut-in-Sat-
urday, was a sort of off day for English
local sports or customs, and the people
prepared themselves -for the hundred
different ways in which Easter week
was welcomed. ;Lk---•'- ./y

MERRIAMPARK.

The Redotta and Social clubs did not
meet during the past week, but their
members, as ifpreparing for the Lental
season, turned their attention in an-
other and less social direction. The
greatest event, socially, of the past
week was the Dickens reception, given
by the Young Ladies' Guild of St.
Mary's church at the residence of Mrs.
C. S. Jones last Monday evening. The
attendance was very large, there being
many present from other towns and
the cities. Some ofDickens' characters
personated were Mrs. Merrill as Mrs.
Jarley, Mrs. Northrop as Mrs. Murdle,
Mrs. Card as Mrs. Gummidge, Mrs.
G. W. Martin as Little Nell, Mrs. Good-
rich as Sarah Gamp, Mrs. Jones as Miss
Betsey Prig, Mrs. C. S. Jones as Miss
Havisham, Mrs. Searls as Mrs. Jellyby,
Mrs. Frost as Mrs. Pardiggle and Mr.
and Mrs. Southall as Mr. and Mrs.
Boffin. Mrs. Eastman appeared as Lady
Deadlock, Miss Eastman as Fannie Dor-
rit, Miss Northrup as Little Dorrit, at-
tended by Miss Chamberlain as Maggie
Miss Provost was Dora Coffeefield; Miss
Muns,MissFannySqueers:MissLlellyn,
Miss Slowboy ; Miss Blanche Gibbs
Little Em'ly ; Miss Card, Miss LaCreevy,
Miss Menill, Flora, attended by Marion
Searls as Mr. F.s Aunt; Miss baker
was a flower girl, Mr. Muns was Mr.
Pickwick, Mr. Eastman Mr. Sparkler,
and Henry Stout Mr. Bailey. As a part
ofthe musical programme. Mrs. Sonth-
all gave a vocal solo, "One Day," and
Mrs. Space rendered "ILove MyLove,"
by Pinsuti, in a charming manner.
There were many guests present.
Among the number were Miss Andrews
and Miss Wiley, ofSt. Paul Mrs. Helen
Marion, of Hastings; Miss Johnson, of
Rochester; Miss Stout, of Lake City;
Miss Ida Beard, of St. Louis, and Mr.
Ruan, ofDetroit.

The Chautauqua circle is making
more than usual preparations for the
coming week's celebration. Wennes-
day afternoon the circle will hold its
regular meeting at the residence ofMrs.
D. L. Kingsbury, but Thursday even-
ing at the residence ofMrs. Collins, the
circle will give a grand reception, imi-
tating the colonial times in costumes
and manners. The reception will imi-
tate one given by Alexander Hamilton
and his wife in honor of Gen. Washing-
ton and wife.

Miss L. J. Kendall, who is well known
in the Park, has resigned her position in
the Minneapolis High school and gone
to California for a year's visit.

Mrs. A. J. Grumble had the**pleasant
surprise Tuesday evening of being
called upon by a number ofJker former
friends in Rochester. ™ *

The ladies ofthe Olivet church had a
gathering last Thursday evening at the
home ofMrs. C. D. Parker.

FRANK W.

16 East Third Street, St. Paul.

ATTRACTIVE LINE
-OF—

Embroideries
In Cambric, Nainsook and Swiss
Edgings, Flouncings, Inserting and

ALL-OVERS,
Which we are offering in the latest
styles and best qualities, at ex-
tremely lowprices.

Hand and Machine-Made

LINEN LACES,
WHITE GOODS,

InPlain and Fancy India Linens
and Nainsooks, which we offer from
8c per yard up.

The Best Made

MUSLIN
UNDERWEAR
For Ladies and Children.

N-SW

Hosiery and
Underwear,

For Ladies, Gents & Children,
JUST OPENED.

Sole Agents for the Celebrated
ADRIENNE

Real Kid Glove,
4-Button. $1.25. 6-Button, $1.50.

Fitted to the Hand.
\ SPECIAL!
5-Buttoib Embroidered ' Back Kid

Gloves only 75c a pair.
Ladies wishing the best Corsets and
Waists should inspect our stock. We
carry all the leading makes, including
the celebrated

P. D. Corset and
Ferris Good-Sense Corset Waist.

For Ladies and Children. -
New Ruchings, Collars, Cuffs, Ties

and Handkerchiefs. V
Embroidering Materials and
.Vy :;?r Stamped Linen Goods*

== OPENING =—OF

s_p_=*ti_src3*

DRESS GOODS!
Monday, FEB. 20.

"

Manmeimer
£ flu ft •___a_-___-____________l_k

-PROI.
Invite inspection of theirEARLY IMPORTATIONS of

Dress Fabrics for Spring,
Including all the Latest Novelties in color and weave bronght out for
this season by the leading manufacturers of France, Germany and Scot-
land. They call particular attention to their Novel Designs and Colo*
Combinations in

French Flannels
And Entirely New Lines of

Llama Flannels
Of Scotch manufacture, in special designs for Tennis Costumes,
Neglige Dresses, Gents' Summer Shirts and Children's Wear.
This light weight Scotch Flannel is one of the most beautiful
fabrics for warm weather ever introduced and certain to be
very popular. The Color Combinations are quite equal to the
French in beauty of tone, while many of them are in the pecu-
liar fancies affected by those who are partial to outdoor sports,

CONTINUATION OF THE GREAT

LINEN SALE !
A DISPLAY OF

Bargains Unprecedented!
— I_¥ —

LINENS
OF THE MOST RELIABLE MANUFACTURE.

See the TOWELS at sc, 7c, 12 l-2c, 20c and 25c. They are
extraordinary bargains.

DRIVE IN CRASHES
1,000 bundles of 10 . yards each Scotch Russia Linen

Crashes at 50c, 60c, 70c and 80c.

ADDITIONAL ARRIVALS
OfNovel Designs and Superb Qualities in

FRENCH SATEENS
AND

SCOTCH GINGHAMS!
The most extensive importation of

COTTON DRESS FABRICS
Ever brought to the Northwest.

IN CONNECTION WITH THE GREAT SALE OF

Muslin Underwear !
They place on sale this week a large purchase ofselect styles

IN CHILDREN'S WHITE DRESSES,
1 and 2 years, at exceptionally low prices. Matchless Bargains this
week in Skirts.

INCREASED ATTRACTIONS IN EMBROIDERIES AND LACES !
INSPECTION INVITED.

Special Notice
There are stillremaining of the Winter Stock a few Fin*

Mink-Lined Circulars and Sealskin Sacques which will be
closed at Extraordinary Reductions.

Mail Orders receive prompt and careful attention. The
New Illustrated Catalogue, with the latest designs in Cloaks*Suits, Jerseys, Children's Dresses, Etc., wiU be issued abou^March 20. Ladies who have not received previous issues ma}
have the new edition mailed to them by sending name ana
address. -

Third and Minnesota Streets,
. - *- \u25a0* ST. PAUL, MINN.


