
THE INDIANWHALERS.

THE ATTACK OF THE SIWASH INDIANS
IN THEIR LIGHT CA,\OES.

COAST TRIBES ON THE DEEP.

The Operations of the Red Men
«_. Among a School of Hump-

Back Whalers Described in an
Exciting Getter From an Ob-
server.

On the extreme northwestern coast of
Washington live the remnants of a race
of Indians who a comparatively short
time ago were fierce and war-like, who
had little commerce with the white in-
habitants, who captured their subsist-
ence from the turbulent oceau and
lived a lifeof hardy independence and
constant danger. They frequently bat-
tled with the Indians of Nootka Sound,
across on the British Columbia side,
and there exist today many legends and
stories of those tierce struggles.

In stature they are unlike the natives
of the interior—the Yakinias,the Snakes
and other tribes. The latter are tail,
well proportioned.expert horsemen and
excellent runners. The Indians who
lived on the coast at the entrance to the
Straits of Fuca and a little further south
toward the Columbia river were short,
clumsy on their feet and almost crab-
like in their motion. Their legs were
aeaawney and most indifferent, while
from the waist up many of them were
splendid specimens of wild manhood-
chests broad, deep, straight; arms of
marvelous development and unusual
length.

This peculiar disproportion is easily
accounted for. The life of the coast
Indian was passed in his canoe with
paddle or spear in hand. His- seat in
the canoe was not unlike the doubled
and cramped position of a tailor on his
bench. Through a series of genera-

tions his legs became dwarfed, crooked
and insufficient: but his spine, should-
ers, arms and all the muscles of his
upper body answering to constant prac-
tice reached splendid vigor and ability.
The Bedouin of the plain, the Cossack
of the steppes, the Comanche of the
West were not half so familiar to their
horses as these Indians were to their
canoes, which were their means of
chase and capture, of their danceorous
journeys, of Their fight and pursuit,
says a writer in the San Francisco Call.

Intheir canoes the coast Indians of
Washington do nut hesitate to attack
any monster of the deep, and the writer
has seen them successfully give battle
to the largest hump-backed wales and
bring the leviathan of the ocean into
camp. Diningcertain seasons of the year
itis 'he belief of those Indians that the
•'tyhee" fish regularly makes migration
along the coast ot Washington. At such
time a sharp watch is kept, and upon
the appearance of the humpback a gen-
eral alarm is turned in, which meets
withan enthusiastic response.

The writer once happened to be at
Ossett, an Indian village, a few miles
below the entrance to the Strait de
Haro, when the signal came from the
keen-eyed, half-naked sentry perched
high upou a jutting promontory that a
school of whales was seen, in a mo-
ment the lazy,inert savages were allact-
ivity. No bugle-call ever produced
more instantaneous effect than the sig-
nal from the lookout. Suddenly half a
dozen canoes were pushed off, although
there was a heavy swell and the water
was breaking in a threatening manner
on the beach. "Shoo-is' shoo-is!" was
shouted from fiftythroats, and almost
as quick as thought the big canoes
were pointed seaward and were dancing
over the waves to the vigorous strokes
of the Indians' paddles.
|The weapons employed in whale hunt-
ing consist of a long barbed spear. The
body is made of wood, and is perhaps
fifteen feet in length. Itis so made
that the moment the sharp, iance-litce
barb enters the thick skin of the whale
the wood becomes detached, but the
barb stays deeply imbedded in the har-
pooned fish, attached to the boat by a
smalt line. There are in each canoe
several of these spears ami a number
of dog sealskins inflated withair, which
are made fast to the line, whose end is
again last to the lance. Thus, when a
whale is struck -and goes down he has
to carry withhim this inflated bag. The
Indians also had shorter spears, which
are employed at closer quarters.

At the time indicated the big trame
was several miles out to sea, but there
were seven stalwart Siwashes ineach
canoe, dipping their oars in the water
with the rhythm of machinery, and it
was not long before the little"fleet lay
directly in the course of the leviathans.
They formed a horseshoe with the ends
flaring toward the fish. In every bow
there stood a spearsnian with lance par-
tially upraised, whose rigid form,tense,
strained, expectant, seemed carved.
Every paddle except that of the steers-
man was lifted from the water ready to
descend withinstant precision and send
the lightcraft literally leaping over the
waves.

Thus the Indians sat for perhaps fif-
teen minutes. Finallyina moment a
monster humpback whale broke through
the water 100 yards to the right and
further seaward. A moment more ana
a second whale spouted a stream sky-
ward not titty feet from the canoe next
the one in which Isat, an excited and
somewhat frightened observer. In
absolute silence the two canoes on
either side of the fish slipped over the
water toward the unsuspecting game,
and in anotbei secoud the spear from
one of them shot through the air.hurled
by a giant Indian. It was well aimed
aud struck the whale hard and deep,
burying the lance deep iv its side.
Swifter than thought the wounded
monster struck the water with his
flukes, breaking into small pieces the
long shaft of wood, and, sinking, sent
two big bladders skimming over the
water for a moment and then out of
sight downward.

Amateur oarsmen or professionals
who think they can propel their racing
boats should have seen the canoes liter-
ally fl\ after that wounded humpback.
Every paddle threatened io break,
and the muscles stood out across the
naked breasts and bared arms of the
hunters as they shot along. After a lit-
tle one after another dropped behind,
and they were strung out over quite a
distance. This was in order to "cover"
as much water as possible, for it was
impossible to tell wher,e the wounded
whale would rise to spout. But he did
not long remain below, and before he
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reached the surface, the :inflated skin
came up and told somewhere near -the
point of his reappearance. ':;\u25a0\u25a0
i When the big black- shining skin
showed above the water there were two
canoes near enough to sink each a short
shaft into its exposure. As the wounded
monster felt the incision he again dis-
appeared, blithe had six skins to drag
down Instead of two this time, and the
blood which spurted from his sides, col-
oring the water, for quite a distance,
told bow well the native' muscle and
skill had co-operated.

Again the Indians raced over the
water, but this time the whale re-
mained longer under and went further.
He had out-traveled the hunters and.
despite their frantic efforts, sank again
before they came near him. But-he
evidently did not like the load of air he
took bottom ward, for he soon 'came up.

Fortune favored the natives, for still
another lance," to whose line were three
skins, attached. plunged'into his side.

The furious fish now failed to sound
and, as the canoes came up and circled
about, his great tail came down, catch-
ingone, breaking itinto pieces, insome
unaccountable way sending a fragment
into the side of one Indian and breaking
the arm of another. But it was evident
that the battle was nearly done, for the
water was literally' incarnadined with
the life flow of the whale, and as soear
after spear found its way into the sides
and back his efforts to escape ceased
altogether. Finally, witha last attempt
to wreck further vengeance on his pur-
siiers,the big fish lay dead on the water.

When the whale was found to be dead
the live canoes circled, each one three
times, about the inert mass of blubber
and bone, the occupants chanting a sort
ofsong, to which time was kept by their
dipping paddles.
Inthe excitement of the persuit and

the battle no attention had been paid to
the flightof time nor the direction of
the chase. We were out of sight of land
and the sun was trailing a splendid
pathway across the ocean down toward
the rim of the sky. The hunters were
skilled in endurance aud thoroughly ac-
quainted with the ocean. They made
their lines all fast to the whale, and
some of them slept while others
watched. The following morning be-
fore day dawn the big lightof Tatoosh
island was seen, and as day came on
the bold promontory of the coast was in
view. .

The tide sets in-shore off the mouth of
the outlet of Puget sound; a breeze had
sprung up, and, with mutton-lag sails,
which the Indian always carries in his
canoe, aided by their paddles, our little
fleet approached the shore ten miles
north from its point of departure. In
the afternoon the whale was anchored-
at high tide, and when the ocean reced-
ed the natives set to work and carved
up their prize. The first spearsmau had
firstchoice, and so on; Itwas a law that
division should be made in this order.
Little,big, old and young feasted almost
to bursting. Nor were the Indians at all
particular as to the preparation. Whale
blubber, including the skin, was eaten
raw. Little naked children were quite
as happy with a mouth filled withblack
raw skin as a San Francisco urchin with
jaws masticating watermelon.

HOTELS IN CHINA.

AH Under Police Control, and
Quiet a Thing Unknown.

Philadelphia Times.
Hotels in China are quite uniform

architecturally. They never differ in"
point of cleanliness and other details,
but they are almost invariably built in
the form of a quadrangle, inclosing a
court. The building is only one story
high. In front of the quadrangle is a
space wide enough for wheeled vehicles
to drive in. The front part of the
structure is occupied by the kitchen
and the restaurant, if there is
any. Along the sides of the quad-
rangle are many small rooms. At
the farther end is the swell apartment,
intended to be occupied by guests of
means and distinction. This apartment
consists invariably of three rooms— a
sitting room i.ithe middle and a bed-
room on each side. There is no hotel
clerk with a scintillating diamond in
his shirt front, the innkeeper fuinlling
that capacity incidentally to his other
duties. There are three classes of hotels
in China. To begin with, there are the
business inns, frequented by commer-
cial travelers, as one mightsay. They
bear a certain sort of analogy to the
hostelries in our own country, where
agents with gripsacks full of merchan-
dise find accommodation. To these
inns traders go for the purpose of
snowing and disposing of their wares.
Inall of the large cities there are pro-
vincial inns, each of which is kept up
for the accommodation of people from a
particular province, as Canton or Szech-
uen, receiving only guests who como
from that province. These hotels do a
considerable postal business, transmit-
ting letters turough the hands of the
people who enjoy their hospitality.. The
latter are not legally responsible for the
sate delivery of such mail, but it is
nevertheless conveyed to the intended
recipients with the utmost regularity.
Inthis manner letters are sent all theway from Begin to the border of Bur-
man, the journey requiring four or five
months.

Inaddition to the kinds of inns Ihave
described there are official hotels where
high officials stop on their- way through
the country. These establishments do
no receive trades people. The travel-ing official often takes the whole hos-
telry for the accommodation of himself
and his retainers. He occupies the
swell apartments in the rear, while
they are quartered In the little rooms
along the sides of the quadrangle, if lie
is a veryeleva*.ed personage indeed he
is liKelyto scorn the inn, preferring, to
hire a temple. Such religious edifices
ordinarily have rooms attached to them,
in which comfortable accommodation
may be found. Auessential idea of the
Buddhist doctriue is hospitality to
travelers. Some of the most ancient
inscriptions which have been discov-
ered in India were made by a native
sovereign.who in them conveys instruc-
tions as how to provide for wayfarers,
tellingwhat medicine to give them, and
even giving directions as to the plant-
ingof trees along the roads for the pur-
pose of affording siiade. Iv Mongolia
there are no inns. But monasteries are
numerous, and they willalways accom-
modate a stranger.

As in France and in other European
countries, the inns of China are under
police control. Each of them keeps a
record of its guests for the convenience
of the magistrate of the district. Any
suspicious person is subjected to in-
spection and the passport of a foreiguer
is promptly asked for.:The noise in a
Chinese hotel is deafening. It never
ceases, day or night. Each guest yells
Horn his door to the servants for what-
ever he wants; the servants shout back;
the cook bawls out names of dishes as
they are ready; the cart drivers
wrangle; the mules bray and the pigs
squeal. The first thing every person
does on arriving is tocall for hot water
to make tea. Everybody drinks tea at
allhours, so that one servant does noth-
ing but carry hot water for tea. The
hotel furnishes nothing but hot water
and oil lamps for lighting; everything
else is charged extra. InNorth China,
where camels are used as beasts of
burden, there are special inns which
take camels. The reason fortius is that
mules are afraid of camels. Other inns
advertise to receive pigs. At the hotels
cattle and horses are fed mostly on
sorghum stalks, chopped up ana mixed
withbran.

The Lady and the Druggist.

Boston Home Journal.
Old Lady (todruggist)— lwant a box

of canine pills. «,
Druggist— What is the matter with

the dog?
OldLady (indignantly)— want you tc

know, sir, my husband is a gentleman.
Druggist puts up some quinine pills

iv profound silence.

The Perils of Society.

Chicago Record. . J. :*^
Ciiolly-Where did you get that how-

wid cold?
Weggy— lcalled on Miss Bilgerton

yesterday, and her gweat, drweaful
dawg was in the room. The fwightful
beast kept wagging his tail and caused
await, -;; -.:.c::\^- \u25a0-\u25a0: ;..

A VERY CLOSE CALL.

TERRIFIC ENCOUNTER WITH AN EN-
RAGED,HUGE ALLIGATOR. .

INTHE JAW OF THE SAIBIAS.

Man and Dog Fightingfor Each
Other

—
The Death-Dealing

Flop of the Monster Almost
Ends a LifeHistory—An Inter-
esting Tale.

When Iwas a youth in my teens my
father owned a large plantation near
Red river in Arkansas. This was cut
in two by a beautiful lake which flowed
through it and emptied in the river.
The lake was deep and wide, as the
river "back watered" in it during an
overflow. .

This lake was the finest fishing and
hunting grounds or resort in the whole
country, its waters being tilled with
white perch, bass, speckled trout and
many species of fish, while its marshy
swamps and rugged banks were fullof
game.

Here, also, was the home of immense
alligators, and their peculiar cry or bel-
low could be heard several miles away.
They are very sensible creatures.though
cunning and ferocious, and even show
some reasoning powers. For Instance,
in those days the negroes were yet
slaves, and were not allowed to carry
firearms, so the alligators found out that
they had nothing to fear from a uegro,
but the sight of a white man with a gun
would cause them to sink their ugly
forms in the water. Ihave seen a crowd
of negroes surround one of these mon-
sters with mils, clubs and irons, and he
did not mind them in the least; in fact,
rather seemed to enjoy the sport, as he
dived from their missiles, coming up at
unexpected places, and making sudden
sallies at first one and then another, his
malicious little eyes seeming to twinkle
with fun. says a writer in the St. Lotus
Republic.

The colored people had their wash
place on the banks of the lake, and very
often one of the little darkies would
come running breathlessly to the house,
shouting:.

"Marse Joe, mammy sent me fer yer
ter kern dotin dar quick. A great big
ole alligator dun swum up ter der bank,
an' won't let 'er git envy watah fer tv
wash de clo's."

The alligator, however, was keepiug
a sharp lookout, and when he saw rein-
forcements coming quickly swam away.

Alligators seem tohave a peculiar an-
tipathy for colored people and dogs,
which is returned by these iv a like
manner. The bravest dog wiil crouch
and whine abjectly when in their pres-
ence, and yet it was a dog that turned
the tide of battle in my favor, and saved
me from the iron jaws of one of these
formidable creatures.

To give you an idea of my adventure
withan alligator Iwillhave to describe
some of their haunts and habits. The
female is more ferocious and aggressive
than the male, especially when her eggs
are in process of incubation. For her
nest she selects a low, marshy spot on
the bank of lake or river, screened by
reeds, rushes and the huge umnrella-
like leaves of the yoncapen, or Amor-
can lotos. Here she builds up a circu-
lar wall of mud, which soon hardens in
the sun, and deposits therein her eggs,
ranging innumber from GO to 150. She
lurks arjund the place while her eggs
are hatching, and woe to the luckless
one who chances upon her while she
keeps her tireless vigil! She has to
guard her nest from the male alligator,
who would destroy the eggs or devour
the young.

The eggs are a dirty white, not ovi-
form, but long, and a little larger in cir-

cumference than a hen's egg. When
the pyramid ofeggs has b_en hatched
by the sun, the ugly, squirming little
reptiles, which seem all nead, look, in-
deed, like a nest of vipers.

One bright moonlight night, after
supper, Icalled Jake, a colored boy,
and told him to b.'ing Watch, ami we'd
go 'coon hunting. Watch was part
bloodhound and the spunkiest dog I
ever saw. .I.ike had picked him up, a
woebegone waif, looking so disreputa-
ble that 1 always felt a desire to
"chunk" him when he came around
me. But1soon found out that he could
whip all the dogs in the neighbor-
hood, and- then 1 was eager to
own him. Ioffered to "swap" Jake all
my marbles and to throw in a certain
blue "taw," which he superstiliously
affirmed gave me such superior luck,
but Jake refused my offer. Ifelt that 1
must have the dog; and so, tnough it
wrenched me sore, Ioffered him my
"sleek quarter," which Ihud kept for
luck money. This "brought" Jake, and
Watch changed owners.

He was a very dignified dog, and
when we started on our hunt, though I
knew he was delighted in his heart, he
disdained to show it by even the slight-
est frisk of his tail.

We took our way toward the lake,
where red haws, grapes, muscadines
and pawpaws grew in rank profusion,
and offered tempting bait for 'coons.
Watch dashed away through the dewy
bushes, and presently we heard him
barking on the bank of the lake.

Jake had an ax and Iau old array
musket. We both ran in the direction
of the dog, who was now barking quick
and excitedly.

"Dat don't soun' lak Watch done
treed any ting. Marse Joe; soun' lak ho
mout be fouten' somefeu'," said Jake.
It seemed so to me. but 1thought

maybe the 'coon had come down the
tree and offered tight,as they sometimes
do. So, quickening our pace, we hur-
ried on, to be inat the death.
Itwas a low. marshy spot, under the

shelving bank of the lake, overhung by
a canopy of wild grapevines, which
shook their spicy fragrance on the
night; tall rushes and canes grew
around, and were swaying to and fro as
the fightraged among them. Jake ran
ahead ot me crashing through the bush,
jumpinglogs and halloeing to Watch.
He ran down the bank, which sloped
pretty abruptly, when suddenly Iheard
a scream of fright,and here he came,
hatless and breathless, with eyes dis-
tended.

"Lor'gorra 'mighty. Marse Joe! Day's
a alligator nestv down dar. wid a bushel
er aigs in it,an' dat ole fool Watch is a
fouten wid de mammy. iv.'indown dar
an' killher 'fore she eat our daug up."

1ran up the steep bauk and looked
down on the combatants. The air was
impregnated with the peculiar, musky
odor which alligators always diffuse.
There, leading from the water, was the
huge trails she had worn in the muddy
soil as she traveled from the water to
her nest, which was hidden •behind a
huge clump of palmetto.s, and which,
indeed, seemed to hold a bushel of
eggs.

The trail of her oody looked like
where a large barrel had been dragged
along, and on either side, fully three
feet apart, were the prints of her feet,
something like an immense hand.

Watch held his ground bravely, keep-
ing well out of reach of the murderous
tail and the cruel, snapping jaws. She
had him nemmed up against the bank,
while she lay between him and her
nest. She would make sudden snaps at
him, and her teeth clicked together like
a steel trap, while her little eyes fairly
blazed with ferocity. Watch dodged
from side to side inorder to elude her,
and bit and snapped at her neck and
sides.
. Isaw that he was torn and bleeding,
and knew that she would soon kill him
ifIdid not kill her; but, as the only
vulnerable parts were the eyes and fore
legs, icould not get a good shot from
my position on the bank. 1 shot at her
anyhow, thinking itmight cause her to
retreat to the lake, aud so save my dog.

\u25a0 The bullet hither on the head, and
heard it sing through the air as itre-
bounded from her skull. Myshot was
an error, however, and precipitated ou
mydog the fateIhad striven to .->vert.
When Ifired- Watch was putoff his
guard, and the alligator, with a quick,
forward lunge of •her huge bodr
and outstretched neck, and with
a furious snort

—
something like
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a hog gives ".'• when suddenly I
aroused from sleep- caught the dog by]
his foreleg, and began backing :toward |
the lake. Watch bore the pain like a"'
Spartan, withneither whine nor cry,bit
tne sight nerved me. to desperation. . P,
called to Jake to run with the ax and at-
tack her in the rear, and divert her in-
tention so that Icould get in niv Shot ;
between the eyes. No Jake responded,*
however, and looking around I a**
him half-way up a Huge cot wood
tree, his teeth chattering like castanets
and his face ashen with fear. 1called;
to him toget down and help me kilt the"
alligator or.l'd.shoot himoat of the tree,
pointing the gun toward him to empha-
size my threat. This argument --soon
persuaded him to leave his coign of van-
tage, and picking up his ax he followed
me slowly and steadily down the
bank. 1ran straight to the nest, and
began to throw the eggs about reckless-
ly,thinking to thus enrage the brute,
who would then drop Watch ami attack
me. Myruse had the desired effect,
for. seeing me thus ruthlessly handling
her cherished treasures, .she dropped
the dog, and, turning, came at me as
swiftlyas was possible with her huge
bulk.

it.was do or die with me now, and
putting my gun in position l!waited till
she came near enough for me to send
my bullet through the wicked little
eyes, sliouttug to Jake at the same time
to run behind and attack her In the rear
with his ax. But Jake stood like one
petrified, holding Ins ax outstretched
before him with edge presented, as
though he expected the alligator to walk
up and fall ou itas did trie old Romans
on Iheir swords.

While Lstood withgun .aimed, ready
to shoot, the cunning creature turned to
one side as if going to take the water,
and so put me off my guard. Suddenly
she curved her long, shining body almost
Into the form of a half-bent bow, theu
quick as lightning brought a swift curv-
ingblow with her ridged and power-
ful tail, which hit me on the back
of my legs just below the knees and
swept me like, a boomerang straight
towards those cruel jaws. Her wicked
upper jaw was propped back like a trap
door as Idescribed my flyiug trip,aim
she snapped at my shoulder, which
she caught. She also captured my
hunting horn and pouch of ammunition.
which were hanging over my shoulder.
These became entangled in the long
teeth, and before she could disengage
(hem Watch. all bleeding, his
fereleg torn from toe socket,
threw himself on the very back of the
monster, snapping and biting her
around the neck and sides. This gave
me a chance to break loose.aud 1rushed
back for the gun, which the alligator
had knocked from my baud withher un-
expected blow.

"Now, quick, Jake! You run -and
chop her tail off with the ax, and I*ll
shoot her."

• c •.;.;
Itrembled withexcitement as Itried!

to steady my nerves fora good aim. J
Jake refused to budge. ]

"Laudy, Massy, Marse Joe. Dat 'gater 1
use her tail too quick for dis niggah!}
No, sah! Come, less us go home. '.l'se J
sick, an' wants ter git ter baid." \'i

'
1

Watch was still on the alligator's
back, snarling and biting, so 1 slipped
up to one side, took aim near her fore-
leg, in the soft part of the body,
fired. That shot told. A tremor passed
through her whole length, her body j
straightened and she lay still. She
was a little over fourteen feet long.-'

-
Iwas the proudest boy that ever

walked, with the exception of Jake, who
was never tired tellingof "the big 'gater
me and Marse Joe kilt." .i.*;':-

--• Brave Watch recovered after a lone
time, but he had sworn vendetta against
the alligator tribe, and would jump
from a skiff into the river to have a
tight whenever he saw one. V* <\.-r

ONE THOUSAND YKARi OLD.

Some Austral Timber That {
Seems to Defy Decay Indef-
initely.
Experts

-
seem to be divided as to

which of the two hard woods—
aud karri— Western Australia is the
most durable.

Ascientific journal says that jarrah
wood piles two feet two inches square,
driven thirty-three years ago at the
Largs bay pier, were found, on exam-
ination, to be as sound as the day they
were put in.

—
'".

Some specimens-of karri wood taken
from a fence were recently sunt to Lou-
don, and, though the wood .had been
under ground for twenty -five years.it
was perfectly sound. A specimen of
jarrah wood under similar circum-
stances showed serious decay.

Timoer of the tamarisk or shittim
wood has been found perfectly sound in
the ancient temples of Egypt in con-
nection with the stonework which is
known to be at least 4.000 years old.

Insome tests made with small squares
of various woods buried one inch in the
ground the following result was ob-
tained: Birch and aspen decayed in
three years; willow and horse chestnut.in four years: maple and red beech in
five years; elm, ash, hornbeam and Lorn
bardy poplar in seven years; oak.Scotch
fir, Weymouth pine and silver fir de-
cayed to th« depth of half an inch iv
seven years, and larch, juniper and
arbor vita- were uninjured at the expira-
tion of seven years.

The redwood of California has the j
qualityof beiug nearly fireproof. The I
root of the brier is the only wood which j
does not burn when exposed to fire.

Locus wood is the hardest known
wood; oak is the strongest. The heavi-
est British wood is that of the box tree,

whicli sinks in water Hornbeam is
the strongest and toughest wood tor
mechanical use.

The strongest American wood is the
nutmeg hickory: the most elastic the
Tama, oak; the heaviest the blue wood,
of Texas. ""-^

In situations so free from moisture
that we may practically call them dry
the durability of timber is almost un-
limited. The roof of Westminster hall"
ismore than 450 years old. InSterling -
castle are carvings of oak well pre-
served over 300 years of age. Scotch ;fir
has been found in good condition after
a known use of 300 years, and the
trusses of the roof of the basilica Qf.,Stl*
Paul's, Koine, were sound and Rood
after 1.000 years of service. \u0084' i

Wood constantly wet in fresh water is
.quite as durable. Piles were dug from'
the foundations of the old Savoy palace,
iv a perfectly sound state after having
been down 050 years. The piles of old
London bridge were found sound and
perfect SOO years after they were driven.—

an* la£p
A Bad Slip. ""'jf

New York Weekly.
*'?;:l

.Dora— And so your engagement with
Mr. Hardhead is off ?

Clara— Yes, Isent him flying.
Dora—Mercy! What did he do?
Clara— lnlooking for something in his

pocket he dropped a little clipping from
some newspaper, but he did not notice
it.and after he had gone 1picked itup.

•What do you think it was? -
Dora—Horrors I'm sure Icould

never guess. Tell me quick. .' , i
Clara—lttold how to clean rag, car- 1

pets. _. - .;

Ingersoll Love.-, the liepnblic.
Truth. . •. :

"Oh!Ilove the old republic, bound
by the jseas, walled by the wide air.-
domed by heaven's blue and;: lit with
the eternal star., ilove the republic."

When the Grand Duke Nicholas and
other Russian officers were guests of
John

'
Jacob Astor last May at his resi-

dence on the Hudson they were greatly
pleased withtheir host's electric launch,
and soon after the grand duke ordered
two electric launches of the same pat-
tern as that designed for the New
York.

The Dimitri Donskoi had orders to
take the two launches on board, but it
was found that they could not be com-
pleted in time for the flagship's sailing,
and itseemed that the grand duke was
to be disappointed. Secretary Herbert
heard of the plight of the Russian ad-
miral, whereupon he offered to let the
Russians have the launch built for the
New York. The offer was gladly ac-
cepted.

The launch is 30 feet long,6 feet 10
inches beam and •_•_ inches draft. She
has a speed of eight miles an hour for
five or six hours, withone set of storage
batteries, and can make much faster
time tor fewer hours.

Her motive power, sixty-four storage'
batteries and the motor, are placed un-
der the cockpit The operation of the
boat is exceedingly simple. Itis con-
trolled by a small lever switch, the only
piece of machinery in sight, at the side
of the wheel, which is located forward.

This lever allows of four different
rates of speed. Particularly uoticeaole
features of the electric boat are the
noiselessness of the motor aud the ab-
sence of any vibration except under the
highest speed obtainable. The boat is
built of seasoned white oak, planked
with selected _ white cedar, copper-
fastened. The decks are of mahogany.
The cockpit will seat twenty persons,
while the weight of the boat is only
3,900 pounds.

This is the first time in thirty years
that a foreign power has had a "craft of
any kindbuilt in America.

THE MANIN THE MOON.

Stockings Had Been Named After
Him and There Was Trouble.

New York Tribune.
"Manin the Moon" stockings are the

latest eccentricity. They come In all
colors, but perhaps the most startling
are those in which the groundwork is
black, the moon's brightorange and the
features outlined in each stocking with
black thread. These moon faces are
half an inch iv diameter at the toe of
the stocking, and they increase in size
from there up to the knee.

A certain young woman saw a pair of
these stockings hanging in the window
ofa Broadway shop. At the time she
was too busy to buy them, but a week
later she weut down town again and
entered the establishment where she
supposed she had seen them. She
avoided the salesman and induced a
twelve-year-old errand boy to wait on
her. She felt ashamed of herself lor
caring to buy such peculiar hosiery.
The boy informed her that • she had
come to the wrong place; it was not
that particular shop that she had seen
the st kings, as they had never kept
them. So she started to leave; but just
as she reached the door that dreadful
boy called to her:

"Say, lady, you can get those 4Man in
the Moon' stockings at 's, a blocK
below here !"'

The poor girl rushed out, while the
clerks and customers in the place smiled
at her confusion.

However, she went to 's, and at
the stocking counter she saw half a
dozen salesmen and one woman clerk.
She asked the woman to show her plain
black hose, as the men were standing
nearby aud she didn't like to ask for the
kind she wanted untilthey moved away.
Pair after pair of plain stockings were
rejected. Some were too thin, some
were too thick; none suited her.

Finally the salesmen were engaged
with Oliver customers; then she leaned
over the counter, and in a confidential
whisper asked the woman to show her
"Man in the Moon" stockings.

Alas! .The woman turned, and inan
overloud voice called to one of the men
and asked him if any of that, especial
kind of hose were to be had. He hunted
out a boxfuland held up one particular
glaring pair for the would-be pur-
chaser's benefit.. She blushed and wondered what the
!onlookers would think of her taste.
[Then au idea occurred to her:'

-'"Those willdo nicely." she said: "I
think they'll be very effective on the
stage, don't you?"
) She preferred to be taken for a ballet
dancer rather than have any one sup-
pose her a well-bred young- person of
outrageous tastes.
| She bought the Istockings, and then-
discovered that she hadn't money
enough to pay for them, so she had to
give tier name aud address in order to
have them sent to her home. She has
been living in terror ever since, lest
through tne indiscretion of some of
those salesmen a rumor be started that
she is about to go ou the stage, ivthe
ballet.

. . \u25a0 The Other Kind.
Washing to Star.

"Lifeis full of ups and downs," said
the man who is airy aud affable under
all circumstances.
. "Solhave heard."
"Well. Iam at present in the full en-

joyment of one ot the ups."
"Icongratulate you."• "Don't. It's a case of 'hard-up.'

"

The -{rightSide.
From Troth.

Kobby
— Mamma,' .I've :just heard

something 1 think you ought to know,
bister Nellie has eloped with the coach-
man! r \u25a0

- ' "-y \u25a0 .
Mamma (calmly)—Let this teach you,:

dear, how inscrutable are the ways of
Divine Providence. Httwever great our
misfortune, let us.ever be thai:k!ul
mini's ate .no.worse. Why, it might
have been the cook that ran away I

a littleon the boat, but itevidently was
only a spurt, for the boat again
gained. When Robinson's Point was
reached the

*

whale took the inside
course, and itwas feared it would run,
ashore and so end the race. To prevent
this the Flyer kept off shore so as to al-
low it plenty of sea room inrounding
the point. Byreason of taking the out-
side course after the point was rounded,
the whale had gained consider-
ably on the boat, but it was evi-
dent from the erratic movements
of the leviathan that It was fast
becoming tired out. and that it would be
only a matter of a few miles more when
the monster would have to acknowledge

I
defeat. About half a mile from Pulley
Point the whale and boat were side by

j side, and the excitement among the
ipassengers was intense, women and
children joining in the wildand vigor-
ous yelling. Bets, which at the begin-
ningof the race were offered that, the
whale would do up the boat,
were all withdrawn, and no one could
be found who would risk 10 cents on
his whaleship. When Pulley Point was
passed the boat was ahead fully six
lengths, and five minutes after passing
the Poiut the greatest race on record
was ended, the man had constructed to
sail ontop of the water aboat that could
outrun the swiftest denizens of the
deep.

Apassenger that came up on the boat
that crossed the Flyer's track reported
seeing a dead whale near Pulley Point.
Whether or not this was the remains of
the whale that raced the Flyer has not
yet been verified.but it is quite probable
that the race the boat gave Itmay have
proved fatal.

HEAD OR Fi_KT FIRST?

How Traveling Men Sleep on
Cars.

Pittsburg Dispatch. _ -
The majority of traveling men sleep

head foremost on a well ballasted road
and feet foremost on a road where the
cars sometimes run on the track and
sometimes on the ties. It is much
plea santer to sleep head first,as itwere,
beca use it prevents that swell-head
feeling which results from too much
blood being forced in the direction of
the brain. Butin case of an accident
itis very much pleasanter to sleep the
other way. Nature did not provide the
human neck withas many joints as that
of a giraffe or ostrich, and when a train
suddenly conies to a standstill and the
whole force of the collision comes on the
topof the skull the feeling is unpleas-
ant On the other hand, the knees have
a kindly tendency to "give" on the oc-
casion of the collision, and hence ifa
man is sleeping feet tirst he is less liable
to accident if the train stops suddenly.

LA FRECKLA
The 3=Day
Freckle Cure.

ATTENTION,
Physicians and Chemists!

• Ladies and Gentlemen: Mme. M.
Yale, that most wonderful woman
chemist, has discovered a medicine that
willremove Freckles from any face in
three days. Hark ye, doubting Thom-
ases, every bottle Is guaranteed, and
money will be promptly refunded in
case of failure. It removes Tan and
Sunburn inone application. Itmatters
not if the Freckles have been from
childhood to old age. La Freckla will
clear them inevery case. "Price $1.00.
Sent to any part of the world.

Address all orders to
—

. '

MME. M. YALE,
Beauty and Complexion Specialist,

Mannhsimer's New Building,
Cor. SIXTH AND ROBERT STS.,

ST. -P-__.TJi_.. ivcnsnsr.

Ladies Living in the City Please"

Call at Temple of Beauty. ".'- '..'./

Branch of JTZadame Vale's Tem-
pi.-ofBeauty, 146 State Street, Chi-
cago, 111.

FOR SALE AT ALLDRUGGISTS.;

i&/V" .'l^^^^'wlv /Jill
' * *\u25a0*'

WABASHA STREET, NEAR SIXTH.

-BIG OUT IXnT
—-

oUlill?lJ__li IjUUiJib
Must Be Closed Out Now. Many Lines at Half-Price.

=C3-I_o*V__£3.
50 dozen tan French Lisle Thread Gloves, value 35c; to

close *.15C
100 dozen 25c and 30c Pure Silk Mitts 18c-

Cream, Pink. Blue. Lavender, Red and BuffMitts,innil lengths, from 50c up.
§1.00 "Kavser" Double-Tipped Finger Gloves. 75c

KID GLOVES AT LESS THAN COST.

—HOSIERY.
A small lot of all styles and qualities, worth up to 50 cents .. 25c
50 doz. Ladies' Freuch Lisle Tan Hose, plain and drop stitch -39c

==TJ_<Tl___!*_=l
_ _

__i ___={..

lOdoz. Indies' Pure Silk Swiss Ribbed Vest?, regular 75c and SI
—

45c
AllLadies', Gents' ami Children's Underwear less thivo cost.

=OORSETS.
"

85c Summer Corsets 48c
51.75 Summer Corsets $1.25
51.25 Fast Black Corsets 95c

Odd lot of Muslin Underwear at less than cost ofmaterial.

=='H__lrTlD_=__D_R.O'E_l*E]*_-S.

25c Swiss Embroidered Handkerchiefs for only 12 J_ c
50c Veilings, white, black aud fancy styles

— > 2oc
Special Sale, LACES, BELTS and HANDBAGS-

_————————»—*\u25a0.—————\u25a0—~—__.______—______—_——_W—M_________________J»_—_»____

GEORGE B.PERKINS, JOHN LORD, ... W_t A.ROBERTS.
President. Vice Presideut. See. and Gen. Man

THE YORK

MUTUALIASSOCIATION !
{Incorporated by Special ActofMaine Legislature, 1833),

< OF BIDDEFORD, MAINE.

LIFE INSURANCE ON THE

NATURAL PREMIUM PLAN.

\u25a0•\u25a0-;:\u25a0 Ithas inaugurated the most popular forms of Life
Insurance that were ever offered to the public, and meets

just the wants of all parties wanting insurance. Itis di-
vested of every unnecessary incumbrance, doing its busi-
ness on the plan of economy for the purpose of provid*
ing safe and reliable protection to the masses at cost.

The company has fully complied with the laws of
Minnesota, and has received its certificate of authority
from the Insurance. Commissioner to transact business in
said state.

Excellent contracts will*be made with good, live men
to act as special or local agents inevery county and town
in Minnesota. The company has entirely new plans to

work, which prove the most popular of any ever intro-
duced.

Write at once for circulars and further information.
We want good men for the cities of St. Paul and Minne-
apolis without delay.

Address all communications to

ELMER H. DEARTH,
Genera! Manager Minnesota Department.

(Formerly Deputy insurance Commissioner, State of Minnesota.

OFFICES: 304-305 Chamber of Commerce Building,
ST. F-VCJL., MINN

-.
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RUSSIA'S
"

ELKCTRIC LAUNCH.

i'Twas Onfs, Tis Theirs, by Court-
esy of Secretary Herbert.

New York World. '"

l~ The first electric launch ever built
/for any navy willbe taken on board the
-.Russian flagship Dimitri Oouskoi down
the bay next Saturday morning. The
launch in question was ordered by Sec-
retary Tracy last February, to be used
as a captain's gig on the new cruiser
New York. •-• •~;".->i*£..;-' \u25a0 ;-'.;->",-

TUGET SOUND RACING.

A Lively Whale Beaten by a Swift
Steamboat.

'

What was probably the "most unique
race on record occurred on the waters :
ofPuget sound, between

*

Taconia and
Seattle, on Friday afternoon— namely,
a race between a whale and a. steam-
boat, says the Tacoma Ledger. Shortly
after the Flyer passed Brown's point on
her afternoon trip to Seattle, a large
shovel-nose whale was- noticed on her
port bow, and as it was in about
the same position when the Flyer
came up on her previous tripit excited
the curiosity of the captain, who de-
cided, to stand off his course to get a
near view of the monster of the deep.
Judge of his astonishment when/instead
of overhauling the whale, the whale
drew away from the boat. Bythis time

jithad got noised about among the pas-
jsengers that itwas the intention of the

officers of the boat to overtake the
whale ifit was possible for wood, steel
and steam to do so. .

Word was sent to the engine room,
and in a few moments itwas plainly
noticeable that . the cracK boat- of the
Pacific had got an extra move on her-self, and in about five minutes it was

iclear she was gaining on the whale.
j About one mile south of Robinson's
Point the whale puton an extra spurt
of speed, and for a minute or so gained

THE RUSSIAN SHIP'S ELECTRIC LAUNCH.
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