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the great number of fatalities occurred. ]

A PLUNGE TO DEATH.

Hearly Fifty Men Fall With
the Louisville Bridge.”

THEIR LIVES SNUFFED OUT.

Desperate Struggle Made by
the Unfortunates.

SOME SAD SCENES WITNESSED.

Wives and Children Go Wild
With Grief,

CAUSE OF THE AWFUL DISASTER.

LovisviLLE, Dec. 15.—7he great
bridge over the Onio from this city to
Jeffersonville, Ind., has played the role
of a devouring monster since its very
beginning. With the breaking of the
caissons twenty-one human lives were
sacrificed in one group. Since then one
life after another has been yielded up to
the monster until the number at sunrise
this morning counted twelve more,
making the victims of the bridge thirty-
three.

1t seemed to all that this cost ¢f blood
was enough.

More than a hundred men went on
the great span over the channel of the
Ohio this morning full of confidence in
tie false work which stood between
their work on the great iron span 110
feet and the merciless waters of the
river below. All unheraided, from a
cause not foreseen and as yet not clearly
known, the false work proved tragically
false., With a roar that made lookers-on
shudder the false work

CRUMBLED UNDER ITS LOAD
of iron. Above the waters of the river
were a confused projecting mass of iron
rails, rods and timbers. On the river
were bodies of the dead fioating down
the stream or lodged in the debris.
There were also the living struegling
to gain the shore or clinging desperate-
Iy to the wreckage. All the air was
plaintive with the moans of the injured
and the beseeching shrieks for help
from men batthing against death and a
watery burial. On the tops of the two
piers which supported the ends of this
fatal span were huddled groups of ter-
rified men, Of the hundred or more
men on the span that went down about
fifty-five escaped to the tops of the piers
and were rescued. 1tis believed that
over forty-five went into the river. How
many of these were lost cannot in the
present confusion be definitely learned.
It is teared the number wili reach forty.
"Tne best that any one da® hope is that
it will not be over twenty-five. There
was praiseworthy co-operation between
the guvernment life-saving service, the
police, the firemen and
BRAVE PRIVATE CITIZENS
fn the sorrowful work of saving
the living and recoveirng the dead.
And the scenes on either shore—who
can describe them? Hearts of stone
would melt at the sight of a wife lead-
ing her little ones, and seeking husband
and father, dead or alive. And the
meeting of the living with the living
was scarcely less touching to behold
than that of the living with the dead.
Dut there was not time for tears. All
men seemed akin in this dreadful mo-
ment. All seemed members of one
family, and the work for humanity
was too urgent to allow time
to give vent to feelinz. The
full details of this horror
must be told hereafter. Itis impossible
to even approximate its extent tonight.
There is great reason to fear that the
worst remszins to be told. Of course,
here are many conjectures as to the
cause of lhe wreck. Some are that the
factor of safety in the building of the
false work was made too low. It is
plain that the strong wind, added to the
weicht of the ironwork above, gave the
faise work a great strain, But these
will be subjects of official investigation.
EARLIER REPORTS.

LouvisviLLE, Dee. 15. — At a few
minutes past 10 o’clock this morning the
faise work and part of the middle
span of the Louisville & Jefferson-
ville Brudge company in place, gave
way, and with all the workmen was
precipitated 110 feet into the water
below. There was but a moment’s
warning and those who escaped going
down with the massof iron and timber
started for the piers after the first
trembling that indicated the givingaway
of the false work.

T'hie aceident was a horrible one and
is the last of a long list of catastrophes
that have marked the construction of
this bridge. The foreman, in begin-
ning work noticed that during the
night, the *‘traveler,” which had been
put in place last night, had been
worked ioose by the wind. An order to
draw it back into place was given and
the men and engines started.

The wind was high at the tlme. and
the gentle swaying of the false work
gradually forced the traveler off of the
piles on which it was resting. When
the end slipped the whole work trem-
bled, and the men, realizing their dan-
ger, started for the piers. As luck
would have it, the central bent was the
first to give way, and the men on this
bent went down to be covered by the
mass of iron and timber of the other
bents, which fell almost immediately,
carrying with them the other workmen
who failed to

REACH THE PIERS.

The north bent, or the one attached
to the Indiana pier, did not fall tor fif-
teen minutes atter the other parts went
down. As near as can be ascertained
there were fifty-one men on the bridge
when the alarm was given by the en-
gineer in charge of the work. Of this
pumber several succécaed in reaching
the piers. Of those that went down
gome were covered by a mass of timber
from beneath which it will be days be-
fore.their bodies are recovered. The
first crash, when the center bent gave
way, was at 10:25, and it was then that

A few minutes later a bent on whieh
there was but little of the bridge proper
gave way on the indiana side. In this
itis believed that but one unknown
man was killed. IHe was caught by a
rope and dragged beneath the water.

The erash attracted the attention of
those on the shore, and many turiied
away their eyes as they saw the men
strugg!ing 1o mid-air in their mad ef-
forts to climb out of danger. When the
huge mass of material struck the water
all was concealed for an instant by the
spray that was thrown high inta the air.
As the water subsided here and there
could be seen men struggling desper-
ately to climb upon the timbers that
thrust their ends above the water. A
few sueceeded in climbing to the places
of safety and were quickly rescued by
boats that put out from the shores.
Others struggied desperately and were
carricd off by the current to sink al-
nost as

RESCUE WAS AT ITAND.

A few minutes after the accident
word was sent to all parts of the ecity.
Near the bridge live the wives and
children of many of the workmen.
Those were soon on the river bank.
Many were wild with grief, and rushed
franticaliy about wringing thelr hands
and tearing their hair. The office of the
bridge eompany on Campbell street was
besieged with the cnxious wives and
mothers asking for tueir loved ones.
Half an hour after the accident there
were at least 2,000 people on the river
bank, and as the ne ws spread they still
poured 1n in a steady stream toward the
place of the accident. To whose doors
must be laid the responsibility will
probably never be known. 1t was one
of those unforeseen accidents that occur
in spite of all precautionary measures.
Bridge buildine nrobably more than
auy other thing is raught with mani-
fold dangers, anu wue workmen whose
labors are utilized in the work practi-
cally take tneir lives iu their own
hands.

General opinion aseribes the cause of
the disaster to the stiff wind that has
been sweeping the river all day. It bore
with great force on the ponderous
framework, which necessarily oecame
loosened from the constant strain and
swaying of the heavy timbers. A great
number of people before the first span
fell couid see the great *‘traveler,” ris-
ing eighty feet above the piers, swaying
and

QUIVERING IN THE WIND

in what appeared to be a most alarming
manner to those on shore. The motion,
however, was hardly noticeable to the
workmen, and they had ne idea of their
deadly peril uantil the great mass of
wood and iron bezan to sink, aud the
awful cracking and crashing of the
timber smote on their ears. That the
structure was otherwise than safe never
occurred to either the engineers in
charge or the workmen., Every precau-
tion had been employed to insure tne
stability of the fraework, and the only
thing lacking, as the accident proved,
was the faillure to take into considera-
tion the action of the wind, the force of
which was persistent and powerful.
This agency was particularly noticeably
today, but it has been a force through-
out the whole period of construction,
blowing with gradual, but nevertheless
deadly persistence.

To the great *‘traveler” alluded to is
direstly attributable the falling of the
span. Tne constant action of wind bore
it frow its resting place on the last pier
but one of the Jeffersonville side. The
displacement was discovered, and the
work of putting it back in place was
begun, but it was too late. The center
of the great span began to sink before
the work was accomplished. The wind
had done its work, and the heavy en-
gines near the pier went crashing down
to the water, carrving with them the
mass of humanity mixed in horrible
confusion with the timbers and iron.

THE PARTIAL SPAN,

the last one, did not fall until twenty
minutes after the first had gone down,
but it was the direct 1esult of the falliag
of the first. Tho great strain occasioned
by tne sundering and rending of the
bridge naturally communicated itself to
the unfinished span, and it took its
plunee like the first into the water, but
being mostly framework did not sink
but floated slowly down the river. There
were said to be four men on it when 1t
fell, and one was undoubtedly killed.
The small traveler on this span floated
down several hundred yards, and then
grounded, the heavy timbers splintered
like matches, showing the terriic force
of the fall. lron girders weighing
many tons were twisted hke one might
twista piece of wire, into every con-
ceivable shape, and lay with timbers
and huge pieces of iron and lumber in
an inextricable mass., The-span would
have been completed by this afternoon,
and, after the traveler had been fastened
to the pier, there would have been no
danger of the wind or current breaking
it down.

A pile driver was sent to the scene
this afternoon, and the work of clearing
the wreckage and searching for the
dead under the debris at once com-
menced.

Therevised listof dead, injured and
missing is as follows:

DEAD.

L. G. Garloek, Buffalo; John Court=

ney, F. Burns, C. Murphy, C. W. Ceok.
X MISSING.

C. F. Holderer, A. Sodden, J. Cregan,
M. Solan, Frank Simmons, Jefferson-
ville; G. H. Hinkle, Dauphin, Pa.; J.
Holden, J. L. Wilson, Pat Kelly, J. T.
Owens, F. Sneriaan, J. Allen, P. F.
Moore, George Lilly, R. L. Dertling,
Virgima; H, Pliss.

INJURED.

J. Meyers, Lexington, Ky., left leg
badly fractured; Harry Lee, New Al-
bany. slightly injured; H. D. Pugh; E.
Hildebrand, three ribs fractured, inter-
pally injured, probably die: G. W.
Brown, Irvington, Ky., arm broken in
three places; C. I'harp, Oswego, N. Y.,
ankle badly sprained; G. E. Sheehan,
Greenup, Ky., flesh wound: A. 1. Hall,
East Tennessee, badly bruised; S.
Parks, Scotland, three ribs broken and
sprained ankle; T.Galloway, 2707 Sayre
st-opt, Soufh Pittsburg, Pa., fractured
eg: E. Sheriff, 461 South State street,
«...cago, tataliy 1njured; E. Hobin,
fatally injured; W. A. Sharpe, 721 Old-
ham street, Louisville, left arm broken
and hurt internaliy.

George W. Brown, one of the foremen
in charge of eight men, had a remark-
able and very

THRILLING EXPERIENCE.

When the crash came the nine men
made a dash for the Kentucky side of
the bridge. Befere they reached safety
the span fell, and the workmea were
precipitated into the 1iver.

Mr. Brown dlsplayed a remarkable

presence of mind, He held his breath

during the fall, and remembers going
to the bottom of the river. The debris
was piled above him, but he maneged
to crawl from nnder this. He is an
expert swimmer, and attempted to put
this practice to uae, but then, for the
first time discovered his left arm was
broken in three places. ;

He managed, however, to grasp a
floating piece of timber with his right
arm and floated down the river until
rescued.

He says, while he was clinging to the
timber two men came up near him, and
after struggling an instant sank out of
sight. ‘I saw several others struggling
in the water who sank out of sight be-
fore help reached them. In my weak-
ened condition, and with my broken
arm, I could do nothina to help them.”

James Trent, a painter, who resides
In this city, was on the span, twenty
feet from the pier nearest the Kentucky
shore, when he heard a peculiar

CRUNCHING NOISE.
With Earnest Miller, Robert Woolford,
Charles Pope aud a workman named
Carter, all ran for their lives toward the
pier, and all succeeded in reaching a
safe foothold on the masonry when the
span went down with a fearful erash.

Trent and his companious slid down a
rope to the river’s surface, when they
were taken into a skiff which hurried to
the spot. Trent asserts that the col-
lapse was preceded by two distinet
shocks, which zave the workmen warn-
ing, but too late toallow many to es-
cape.

Harry Lee, a workman, jumped out
from the Dbridge into the river, and
wheun rescued was found to have es-
caped with a broken leg. That so many
were saved is one of the usual, though
unaccountable, complements of all great
catastrophes.

I'e East End Improvement company
has been acting as limited agent in the
construetlon of the bridge under the
reorganization of last March, when the
property was disposed of to a syndicate
controlled Ly three roads, generaily be-
lieved to be the Big Four, Chesapeake
& Ohio and B. & S. W. For the purpose
of completing the bridge and providing
suitable terminal facilities a bond issue
of #5.000,000 was authorized, £1,000,000
of which was to Dbe held in reserve.
1 his gave new life to the enterprise,
and "the work of completing the strue-
ture has been going on rapidly since.

The span that gave way was the last
but one needed to complete the strue-
ture.

THE ACCIDENT

was seen by the lookout on duty at the
life saving station, and two boats were
at once manned and rowed as quickly
as possible to the rescue. Before they
got there, however, many boats were. at
work. The life savers found that they
were unable to do much, as they could
not get to where the victims were im-
prisoned.

Shortly after they arrived a trestle
work attached to the north pier of the
fatal span fell, carrying ona man down
with it. The life savers rescued him
and took him to shore. They searched
around for some time for any bodies in
the vicinity, but found that they could
do nothing, and soon lef*.

J. W. Baird, secretary and treasurer
of the bridge company, was in the comn-
pany’s office on the fourth floor of the
Commerce building,at Fourth and Main
streets, when the accident occurred.

The bridge is in plain view of his
room, and it is his custom to wateh the
progress of the workmen through his
field glasses. When the span fell Mr.
Baird had the glasses, and saw the
debris strike the water.

In reply to a question as to whether
he was not the originator of the plan to
build the bridge, Mr. Baird said. **Yes,
1 am the originator of the

PLAN TO BUILD
the bridze, and 1 guess I will be eter-
nally damued {0’ it.” <A

Mr, Baird is of the opinion that most
of those at work on the bridge had in-
surance on their lives, as it is the cus-
tom of the contractsrs to insure their
laborers 1n the guarantee companies.
He was by no means certain of this,
however.

He said there would be no effort on
the part of the bridge people to conceal
any of the facts or disguise the trath
concerning the accident, and thought
the bridge people should not be cen-
sured, stating that every man employed
in the work accepted the place fully
cognizant of the risk to Ye run.

The history of the Louisville & Jef-
fersonvilie Bridge company is a series
of disasters, financial and otherwise.
It was originaily projected in 1879 and
failure overtook it in its very ineipi-
ency. In 1883 it was revived under a
new charter, and ground was broken in
October, 1889.

Two caisson accidents took place dur-
ing the building of the piers. The first
was caused by the cupidity of a sub-
contractor who engaged himself as an
expert when he was wlthout experi-
ence. The contractors were deceived
by the representations which he made.
He allowed the air to escape from the
caisson and the water rushed in,

DROWNING FOURTEEN MEN.

The second caisson accident resultzd
from the foolhardiness of the foreman
in the management of the atructure,
and caused the death of seven men.
‘Today’s was the third big accident in
the chain. Several minor accidents
have occurred between times.

The enterprise was overtaken by .n
very serious finaneial disaster early in
its career, as a result of the Baring fail-
ure in 1890, which, by reason of its de-
pressing effect in money centers. pre-
vented the floating of £1,000,000 of
bonds, arrangements for which had all
but been consummated. The reverse
was a blow from which the enterprise
never recovered in the hands of its orig-
inal promoters.

Jacob F. Kreiger, the leading spirit,
broke himself and the Masonic bank, of
this city, in furthering the project, and
finaily sank himself into an untimely
grave under a load of ilis resulting
from multiplied disasters cansed by the
bridge. The enterprise languished sev-
eral times, and at one time it looked
like those who had projected it would
reap nothing but loss. However, at
last they succeeded in disposing of the
property toa syndicate under t{erms
that were considered very advantageous
to them. It is estimated by the en-
gineers of the Pheenix Bridge company
that the loss to the bridge will Ee at
least $100,000.

_ The third span of the bridge collapsed
at 8:20 tonight.  So far as known there
was no one injured. .

This will b8 ah additional loss of
about $75,000 to the bridge company,
This span had been completed, but the
collapse of the fourth span today is
supposed to have loosened and gis-
placed it

,...,a_‘.._..«r.‘._..‘“. PO

A DAYLIGRT MURDER]

Rollins Shot Through the|

Heart in St. Paul.

DOWN AT NINTH AND JACKSON.

The Desperate Assassin “Is
Still at Large.

DISAGREED  ABOUT  WOMEN.

Murde‘rer a Recent Arrival
From Kentueky.

ALL PARTIES ARE NEGROES.

The dilapidated frame dwelling at 169
East Ninth street was the scene ofa
murder yesterday morning,Henry John-
son, a negro, shooting Henry Rollins,
another negro, through the heart, kill-
ing him instantly.

A quarrel led up to the shooting. For
several days there had been bad blood
between the men, owing to Rollins’ in-
terference in the domestic relations
existing between Laura Smith and
Johuson, who occupied a room in the
second story of the shanty. Johnson,aft-
er shooting Rollins and firing a shot at
Mrs. Rollins, ran out the front door of
the house. and up toa late hour last
night had escaped capture,

THE DETAILS.

Pedestrians at the corver of Ninth
and Jackson streets at 10:40 yesterday
morning were slartled by the sounds of
pistol sbots fired in a small two-story
dwelling on Ninth street, just east ot
Jackson street. A moment later the

H :NRY ROLLINS,

front door of the house opened, and'a
uegro stepped out. In his right hand
was a pistol, which he placed in his hip
pocket, and then started down Ninth
street ona brisk run. Following him
from the house came a negress, who at
once set up a shout for help. By this
time a hundred people, attracted by the
shooting and the wo nan’s cries, were
attracted to the spot. A negro who
lives at 171 Ninth street, the adjoining
building, rushed down Jackson street
for the police, and many of the spee-
tators, imagining he was concerned in
the shooting, started after him. At the
corner of Seventh and Jackson streets
Patrolman Carroll stopped the fellow,
but, being told of the ‘murder, hurried
to the scene.
< On the bed in one of the rooms on the
ground floor of the house lay the dead
body of Henry Rollins, while his wife,
acting like a erazy woman, was rushingz
as fast as the crowd of spectators would
allow from one room to the other, erying
that her husband had been shot. The
officer cleared the house of the crowd of
people who had gathered, and tele-
phoned to his superior officers and the
coroner. On the arrival ¢f the patrol
wagon Mrs. Rollins and Laura Smith,
or Mrs. Johnson, as she calls herself,
were taken to the central station. Cor-
oner Whitcomb arrived shortly after-
ward, and the dead man’s body was
taken to Dampier’s undertaking rooms.

The stories of Mrs. Rollins and the
Smith woman regarding the murder
vary somewhat as to the details and
immediate cause of the shooting. Mrs.
Rollins’ story is that the couple came to
the house last Saturday and rented a
room on the second tloor. At the time,
the Swith woman claimed

JOHINSON WAS HER HUSBAND.

Mrs. Rollins knew this was not true,
but as she was acquainted with Mrs.
Smith a little thing of this kind made
no particular difierence. According to
the story of Mrs. Rollins, Johnson and
Mrs. Smith had a row on Tuesday
morning,and her husband told Johnson
that there must be less noise in the
house.” Johnson at that time, Mrs. Rols
lins says, threatened to do her Lusband
harm, and advised him to mind his own
business or he would see that he did.
Yesterday morning, she says, her hus-
band and Johnson had some words iu
the hallway and a few seconds later her
hasband came in and closed the door of
the front room, holding it so Johnson
could not come in. Johnson forced the
door open, and the two engaged ina:
tussle. Her husband rertreated toward:
the bedroom, and as he did so Johnson
pulled a revolver and fired a shot at:
him. He staggered to the bed, and
Johnson then fired a shot at her and
backed out the door. :

The Smith woman, or Mrs. Johnson,
as she calis herself, was seen at the cen-
tral station yesterday afternoon. Sie
was seated on a bunk in the cell,-and as
she wrapped a shawl about her head
and shoulders with one hand, she with
the other deftly removed a cigareite
from her mouth and blew a cloud of
smoke toward the ceiling. Mrs. Smith
is very free in her use of words, and the
epithets she applied to the dead man in
the course of her conyersation would
not look well in print. From her state-
ments it would appear that -Johpson
was a “very proud man,” and did_ not

want to associate with the Rollins fam- |

ily. Rollins, she said, had urged: Ler
to leave Jobnson, and
had told Johnson of th1d8 he ihad
not the best feelings toward RoHins.
She says they had no water piteher in
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their room, and it had been the practice
to borrow one. from e room of Mrs.
Rollins to use in the mornings. Yes-
terday Johmson went down for the
pitcher and Rollins and he had some
weords, but Johnson took the pitcher
and went after water. When he re-
turned Rollins met him in the hall and
a scuffle ensued. She ran down stairs,
and was just in time to see Mrs. Rollins
returning to the spot with a heavy
poker in her hand to give Rollins.
Rollins and Johnson in the scuffie went
into Rollins’ front room, and a minute
later she heard the sound of two shots.
Johnson, she claims, was much smaller
and weaker than Rollins,and must have
fired the shots in self-defense.

The police say Johnson is a “bad
coon.” He halils from Winchester, Ky.,
and has only been in St. Paul a little
over four months, coming direct from
Omaha. Since his arrival he has been
for a time employed as **bell hop” at the
Merchants’ hotel, but left there last
Monday. The woman he was living
with is known to the officers as- Laura
Smith and Laura Williams, she having
served a term in the workhouse for dis-
orderly conduet, and has also been ar-
rested several times when raids were
made by the police on disorderly
houses. Her husband, Henry Smith,
was sent to the reformatory from Min-
neapolis last summer for horse stealing.

Rollins was at one time a bell boy at
the Merchants’, but by occupation was
a cook, having been employed at a res-
taurant at Kasota Junctlon. He had
lived in St. Paul for about seven
months, and, his wife says, owned prop
erty at Kasota Junction.

An autopsy held on the body of Rol-
lins yesterday afternoon by Coroner
Whitcomb _and Drs. Finnell and Gun-
ping showed that death was caused by
a 38-caliber bullet. The missile entered
the left breast just over the nipple,
passed through the heart and right
lung, and was found beneath the right
arm pit. An Iinquest will be held this
noon at Dampier’s undertaking rooms.

The detectives, under instructions of
Chief of Detectives McGinn, spent the
afternoon and evening in visiting the
various resorts frequented by negroes
in the city. No trace of Johnson was
obtained, l%ozlever, the last seen of him
being wheh he ran down Ninth street a
few seconds after the murder, and
turned north on Sibley street. It was
reported last evening that he was in
hiding at the house of a friend named
Bangs in the neighborhood of
Spruce and Temperance streets. Bangs
was sent for and closeted with Chief
McGinn for half an hour, but denied all
kuowledge of Johnson’s whereabouts.
A description of the fugitive was given
detectives by Bangs, and this morning
postal cards with such description will
be sent to the police authorities of the
principal cities. Mrs. Rollins and Laura
Smith weré kept at the station last
night, and will be detained until after
the coroner’s inquest today. They are
_not cliarged with any offense, but are
simply held as witnesses.

—————e

Death of O. O. Clement.
Fercus FArrs, Minn., Dee. 15.—C.
C. Clement, ofie of thé oldest eitizens,
diea here last night suddenly. He re-

‘[ sided at Hasting s for many years,

IS PRENDERGAST INSANE ?

ALL TESTIMONY TENDS TO SHOW
THAT THE ASSASSIN IS OFF.

ATTEMPT ON HIS LIFE FEARED

He Is Taken in a Round-About
Way to the City Hall—Single
Taxers Think He 1s Crazy—A
Church Organist Says the Pris-
oner Showed Her Attentions
and Certainly Has Wheels.

CHICAGO, Dec, 15.—Brother Adjutor,
of the La Salle institute, testified in the
Prendergast trial todlay that he had re-
ceived communications from the pris-
oner whieh led him to balieve that the
assassin is demented. Owing to an ex-
pected hanging, Prenderzast was
brought half a mile today to the city
hall, where it was announced court
would be held, and then, because of a
change of programme, taken back to
the criminal court building again.
During his removal he was carefully
guarded in a closed carriage, as the
officials feared an attempt would be
made on bhis life. During the afternoon
session of court several members of the
single tax club testified that at various
meetings of the organization Prender-
gast had acted in such a manner as to
cause them to think he was insane.
Miss McCormick, organist of St
Columbkill’s church, thought that the
prisoner was not right in his mind, be-
cause he showed her some attentions
and because he wanted to sing. The
janitor of the church, Philip Clancey,

thought that he was of unsound miud.
told of
Prendergast ealling upon him.and ask-

Corporation Counsel Kraus

ing him to resign that Prendergast
might have the position.

COUGHLIN’S TRIAL,

The Mysterious Simonds Story
Comes Up in Court.

CHICAGO, Dec. 15.—The connection
of the mysterious *J. B. Simonds” with
the Cronin case was the subject of in-
vestigation by the prosecution in the
Coughlin trial today. Attorney Daniel
Donahoe, for the defense, moved that
the entire Simonds story be e xecluded,
as Simonds had never been indicted.
But the court permitted a clerk to
testify to having sold goods to Simonds.
which the prosecution alleged were used
in fitting up the Clark street flat, and
another witness testified to having
rented the flat in question to Simonds.
Some days since it was rumored that
Officer Way would positively identify
Coughlin as one of the three men on the
wagon. He did not testify at the last
trial,’but 1t was reported that he had
said he was silent on that sabject be-
cause he had not been interrogated as
to it.

The defense fully expected that Way
would swear -today to having seen
Coughlin on the wagon, and when his
direct testimony ended without having
done so, it was much relief to the de-
tendant. Way said explicitly that he
could not identify the men on the
wagon.

The only other witnesses of the day
were E. G. Throckmorton, who rented
the premises at 117 Clark street, to J. B.
Simonds, and W. P. Hatfield, who sold
to J. B. Simonds and delivered at No.
117 Clark street, the same trunk as that
which contained the body ot Dr. Cronin.
Hatfield positively identified the trunk
as the one he had sold to Simonds. At
the conclusion of his testimony court
adjourned until Monday morning.
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BIG BLAZE IN NEW YORK,

HALF A MILLION OF PROPERTY LOS)
ON THIRD AVENUE.

TRAFFICSTOPPED FOR HOURS,

Henry Theson’s Seven-Story Fur-
niture Building Well Gutted,
and Vogel Bros.” Clothing
House Scorched—Fifty Italian
Families Lose Their Homes—
Difficult Work of Firemen.

New York, Dee. 15.—A fire which
broke out todayin the furniture and
upholstery seven-story building of
Henry Theson & Bro., Third avenue
and Forty-ninth street, destroyed
nearly £500,000 worth of property in less
than an hour from the timme of its dis-
covery.

The fire, besides destroying the up-
holstery building, which occupied Nos.
795, 797 and 799 Third avenue, and Nos.
203,205 and 207 East Forty-ninth street,
also burned out Nos. 801, 803 and 805
Third avenue, Nos. 209 snd 211 East
Forty-ninth  street, five tenement
houses in Ring Tail alley, or Beekman
Lane, which were occupied by forty-
eight Italian families, numbering over
200 peonle, the marble and statuary
yard of Samuel Adlier and his stables
adjoining, in which were ten horses,
which

PERISHED IN TIIE FLAMES.
" The conflagration was unattended, so
far as known, by loss of life, but one
man, whose name is unknown, is said
to be missing. The heat from the
burning building was so intense that
the firemen were unable to approach it,
and in a quarter of an hour the whole
structure collapsed, falling into East
Forty-ninth street, and carrying with it
No. 803 Third avenue and Nos. 209 and
211 East Forty-ninth street. The flames
from the blazing aebris then seized on
the ties of the Third avenue elevated
road, but the fire engines speedily ex-
tinguished this blaze. The traffic, ow-
ing to the terrible heat, was suspended
for three hours.
Twenty-five streams of water soon
brought the fire under control, except
in the part of the burning structure ad-
joining 805 Third avenue, which fell at
8 p. m. The brown stone flats, 209 and
211 East Forty-ninth street, opposite the
rear of those buildings, had the roofs
and top floors burned off and windows
wrecked.
Considerable damaze was done by
water to the furniture. and the inhab-
itants left them before Theson’s place
fell in. In 206 an Italian shogmaker
named Feggiano attempted to save
some small articles, but brought out
nothing except a cat, which he carried
for son.e hours under his arms while

LAMENTING HIS LOSSES.
The extensive establishmeny of Vogel
Bros., clothiers, of 800 to 806 Ninth
avenue, opposite Theson’s, was threat-
ened by the Hames. The plate glass
windows fell from the heat and the hoss
was turned on,damaging a considerable
quantity of clothing. Mosher, a baker
at 808, suffered similarly, William

Vogel estimates his loss at $50,00p,




