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ST. PAUL pig

will Wl].,
OUT WHICH OK THREE IS STILLOUT WHICH OK THREE IS STILL

-'"A-" QUESTION WITHOUT AN'
ANSWER.

THE COMMISSION ADJOURNS

Without naming THE ARCHl-
tect WHO IS TO OilLO MIX-

NESOTA'S CAPITOL.

GILBERT. UASSKORO. JOHNSTON.

tllE THREE NAMES THAT ARK
ON THE LIPS OK WELL-IN-

. FORMED PEOPLE.

TWO OTHER PLANS ARE IN IT,

Out Only to the Extent of lleing

i'lnced for a Pit** of
Prizes.

(NOTE—The floor plans, of the de-
signs are placed over them, the first
floor to the left and the second to the
right of the cupola).

Late yesterday afternoon the cap-
itol commissioners adjourned with-

out reaching a decision on any of

the plans which have received the
approval of Mr. Wheelwright, the
expert. They will not meet again

until Wednesday morning at 10

o'clock. It is not certain that a
decision will be reached for several
days after the commission gets to-
gether again. The members are, of
course, under an implied obligation
to maintain silence on the nature
of their proceedings. They are hu-
man, however, and when men are
in certain humors it is not hard to
judge of their feelings.

Before adjournment at 5:30 last
evening the commission had got to
a decidedly interesting point in
their proceedings. Quite a number
of votes had been taken without re-
sult. Four votes for any design will
give the honor and emoluments of
superintending to the architect
whose name it bears. Two of the
five favored ones received three votes
on different ballots, and one other
had two votes on one ballot. Ballot
after ballot failed to change the
commissioners who were voting for
certain plans, however, and a spirit
of determined partisanship was nat-
urally beginning to creep out. An-
gels could not be expected to go
through such a siege without devel-
oping all the vim and determination
in their composition. Neither did the
capitol commissioners. So that when
a proposition was made to adjourn
it was eagerly grasped at. To quit
for a few hours would be a relief;
but the tension had reached such a
pitch that it was felt to be desira-
ble to allow several days to inter-
vene before the taking of another
vote. Hence the adjournment to
"Wednesday. . .

Gov. Clough was present during
an interesting hour or two of the
session. He is president ex-officio
of the commission, but has no vote.
It was bruited about during the
day that a stubborn effort would
be made to substitute the plan of
Architect Jones, of Minneapolis, for
one of the St. Paul plans which re-
ceived Wheelwright's indorsement.
The attendance of the governor for
the first time since the commission
was convened a week ago gave color
to the report regarding Jones' plan.

But the substitution was not made,
and it is not at all likely that it
will be.

Commissioner De Laittre, the Min-
neapolis member of the commission,
is a most persistent man, and if he
has, taken -up a fight for a Mill City
man he may be able to defer a de-
cision for a longer time than is now
thought possible. While street ru-
mor names Jones' plan as the one
the Minneapolis people are working
Cor, it is known that some of the
commissioners have a better opinion
of the general arrangement of the
Dennis plan, which also belongs to
a Minneapolis man. Be that as it
may, the fact seems to be that the
expert passed over the Minneapolis
plains as being outclassed. To upset
his verdict and run one in for a
prize, willy hilly, will require the
hardest kind of work, and the
chances are largely against the suc-
cess of such a scheme.

The argument advanced, openly
and covertly, by advocates of the
Minneapolis plan is put in about
this form: Five plans will be the
property of the. commission as soon
as the winners are picked 'and the
prizes awarded. Each one of these
plans is characterized by some good
feature, small or great, that the
other four do not possess. From the
five plans selected the superintend-
ing architect will work in preparing
his working drawings. This being
the case, why should not at least
one of the prizes -be given to a Min-
neapolis man. It may be true that
Mr. Wheelwright has given prefer-
ence to three St. Paul plans and two
from outside cities; but even so, the
commissioners are not bound to ac-
cept his judgment as final. They are
given the most generous latitude by
the law in making their selections;
and there is not enough difference
in favor of the Mann or any other
outside plan to render it wise or
advisable to give preference to it
over at least two of the designs sub-
mitted by Minneapolis architects.

Arguing in this way, the MillCity
people who are taking an interest in
the matter have no doubt stiffened
the naturally vigorous backbone of
Commissioner De Laittre to the
point where he will stand out as
long as he thinks there is a possibil-
ity of winning a prize for his city.
Local pride is as strong in Minne-

eration. Local contestants have had
the decided advantage of being able
to visit it and view it from all points

.while preparing their designs. Fur-
ther than this, they have had the
benefit of an extended experience in

'^is climate., and are familiar with
the shortcomings of the present cap-
itol building from cellar to garret.
They have talked with • legislators
and with state officials, and have
profited by suggestions that these
people were well qualified to make.

• As a consequence their plans showed

apolis as anywhere on earth, and no
Minneapolis man has any sort of li-
cense to give up until he is dead.
"Our community," as one Minne-
apolitan remarked, "does not allow
or tolerate weakening of its cham-
pions. If Gov. Clough had a vote
we would carry our point quite- han-
dily; but as it is we realize that
only the most stubborn kind of a
contest will land our man." The
gentleman who spoke in this strain is
generally in the front of all move-
ments calculated to -boom Minne-
apolis, and it may' be accepted with-

out much question that he reflects

the concensus of opinion In his
town.

Now as to the reasons for the Min-
neapolis campaign for a prize.

For several days the local atmos-
phere, especially around the hotels,
has been surcharged with the feel-
ing that a St. Paul man is to be given
charge of the erection of the build-
ing. In that particular way in which
the most strictly suppressed news
has of reaching the outer air and re-
verberating against the drum of the
public ear, it has come to be accepted
as reliable news that either . Cass
Gilbert .or E. P. Bassf ord will be

DESIGN OF CASS GILBERT, ST. PAUL.
selected for the position of super-
visiting architect. This belief is pred-

icated upon the earlier reports that
Bassford, Gilbert and Johnston,
three St. Paul men, were given pref-
erence in Mr. Wheelwright's report.
The order of merit is not quite defi-
nitely arranged in the rumors; yet
there seems a general . agreement "

that two of the St. Paul men are
among the first three \u25a0;\u25a0 in | point
general excellence -and adherence to t
the necessities of the site and the
instructions of the commission. This
is not strange, either, when the na-
ture of the site is taken into consid-

superiority even to the eye of the ob-
server who had little or no know-
ledge of architecture. The poorest
of the designs made in St. Paul*- was
•ahead of the great majority from
outside architects; and the public
judgment attested the fact.

• a Nothing can be elicited from mem-
bers of the commission. The most

f persistent pumping has been re-
warded only by smilingly evasive

*Ws_%S£tf- Notwithstanding this fact,
""sfemef-hing has now and again leaked
out. Bit by bit, slowly and slug-
gishly, like the pace of the snail,
little snatches of star chamber gos-
sip have united themselves together
in this form: -The- field is yet open
and a dark horse may pull through

• the -,;ruck at the finish. 7 But there
'. are favorites, on form and perform--
ance. One section of the observing
public puts Cass Gilbert - in first
place. A second section will take a

; wager, at slight odds, that E. P.
* Bassf ord lands the prize. Still an-
: other leans toward a fancy for Clar-. ence Johnston. All of these groups
agree, from the best information ob-
tamable, that Wendell & Humph-

S reys, of Denver, and George R.Mann,
of St. Louis, will get a share of the

"prize money. It is not unlikely that
one of them will get the $1,000 purse.
Missing this, they will certainly run
a close race for the $500 roll.

What rather complicates the task
__the commission has on hand is the

.- '\u25a0

all-important item of cost. The law
fairly bristles with iron-bound re-
strictions. A selection of a plan
might quickly be made, as one com-
missioner said, but the two-million-
dollar limit makes us rather chary,
and Ifear a bit nervous of anything

that might be construed as undue
haste.

Then a restraining thought, so far
as picking the design itself is con-
cerned, occurs in this shape: Here
are. five plans, high class on close

judging, and all having particular
points of excellence that cannot be
overlooked. . When we reach a decis-
ion the five will belong to us, and it
will be within our province to say :
which feature of this or that plan

shall be embodied into the working ,-.
plans to be prepared by the archi-
tect Suppose. that the .; building
when completed shall show any pro-
nounced departure from the compe-
titive design whose maker is given

the position of honor and profit, then

DESIGN OF BASSFORD, TRAPHAGEN & FITZPATRICK, ST. PAUL AND DULUTH.

the commission will be assailed as
having acted unfairly. Possibly we
cannot escape such a charge under
any circumstances; but at least -**r
are going to guard ourselves and as
the same time serve the public in-
terests to the very best of our ability.
and judgment. And so we go slow.

These are not fanciful suppositions,
but embody the gist of many little
speeches made to reporters and
friends by members of the commis-
sion during the past week.

Simmering down and sifting, out'
rumor, report and innuendo, the.
Globe presents to its readers this
morning the five prize designs, be-
yond question. Which will be first,
second, third, fourth or fifth can be
decided only by vote of the commis-
sion, of course. But when that vote
shall have been taken and the awards
-shall have been made public it is
very probable that readers of the
Globe can turn to the issue of this
morning and read a description ofi
the chosen design.

The Bassford design presents a build-
Ing of solid proportions and monu-
mental appearance. Planned for mod-
crn uses and embodying the latest
and must approved modern features,

' there is worked into the design —
Into all of them, in fact—a flavor of
the classic and heroic ages. The ex-
terior Is after the Palladian school,
which, while adhering close to the Gre-
cian Corinthian, yet allows of con-
siderable latitude In its handling. The
high basement story is modeled after
that of the palace of Pompeii at Vero-
na. The isolated window treatment
above is "similar to that of the Far-
neae palace at Rome. The outlines of
the dome are inspired by those of the
Church of Santa Maria del Fiore,
Florence. This dome may well be re-
garded as a fitting terminal to the com-
manding site that has been chosen.
The intention of the 'architects is, cvi-
dently, to build th*» exterior of a
light-colored Minnesota stone, the
dome to be of terra-cotta of the same
shade as the stone, the whole to
form a mass of one even color.

The main entrances to the buildings
are on the first floor. There are. of
course, entries to the - basement di-
rectly from the street where one can
run m and take an elevator if In a
hurry. The principal executive offi-
cers, governor, secretary of state, au-
ditor and treasurer, are on the main
floor, with the secondary executive "
offices in the high basement story be- ~~^-
low. The second is the legislative.

MINNESOTA STATE
CAPITOL

floor, and is devoted to the two cham-
bers and their necessary adjuncts,
cloak room,--, committee rcoms, clerks'rooms, etc. A distinctive feature of
this plan Is that both these suites ofrooms are entirely private and inde-
pendent of each other and all other
rooms, the public being admitted to
the dome gallery only, which gives
access* to the two chambers and the
doors leading to these suites of rooms.
The corridors affording intercommu-
nication to them are to be private*,*
well lighted from above, and formlounging rcoms for the legislators,
' The third story is devoted to the su-preme court, the justices' private
rooms, clerk's offices and the statelibrary. These rooms are in a story
by themselves.at the top of the build-ing, where there is no traffic excepting
by people who have business with, thesodepartments, and they will thus en-joy all the seclusion and quiet that the
nature of their business demands. The
stories are planned to be high and airy
as befits their importance and monu- «mental character. Th? historical society
Is given large exhibition rooms, offices
and meeting rooms in the basement
story.

The actual cost of this building iscomputed at a little over $1,400,000.
Provision has been made for possible
extensions. The architect has born*
in mind that in course of the next twen-ty years additional rooms will ce**tainlj»
be required. It is therefore planned sa
that large pavilions of the same design
as the main building could be erected
at the ends, the present Bide wing*
forming fitting hyphens to the entirtcomposition.

Cass Gilbert has followed what U
known as the Renaissance style ol
architecture. Massive, yet very evenlj
balanced, and generous in its concep.
tion, this building would be topped bj
a dome of notable form, simple, ye(
of noble appearance, and calculated t4
admit the fullest flow of light to th«
Interior. The design Is almost oblong
in shape, with a wing in the center o(
the north side. The main entrance it
in the center of the south side, at th«top of a lofty flightof steps, at the has*
of which are four pedestals, supporting
couchant lions. The entrance to tha
building is through three arched doors*
Above which is a loggia having col*
umns of the Corinthian order, doubled,

' This colonnade is re-echoed in the 'tat


