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clan's office, and city and county hos-
pital, was 12,600. .*—•--;

The duties of the city and county
physician extend to the Inmates of the.
alms house, jail, police stations and
small-pox hospital. - .»","'

He la appointed by the board of con-
trol for the period of four years.

To his other duties are added that of
examining applicants for membership

on the city police force.
He is empowered to appoint not ex-

ceeding two assistants, the aggregate
salary.- of whom shall not exceed $2,000
per year. '. \u25a0

' . "'."-- . .
On the whole affairs commltteed to

this department -seem to be managed
on a business-like basis, and In th«
public interest. Most of the salaries
and wages paw in the department are
well down, to the market for similar
Services. ;•>•*->- ''",1

/ RECOMMENDATIONS.
1. The mode of *making fuel pur-

chases and issues' is subject "to im-
provement. These, with the fuel
bought for all other city departments,
should be In the bands of a general
purchasing agency. When purchased,
or from time to time, at least, the fuel
for the board of control should be
placed somewhere by itself, and a care-
ful inspection and accurate measure-
ment made. Distribution should be
from the pile so segregated. Many
more half-cord rations of wood will be-
found In the same number of cords
paid for by the adoption of this or some
other similar system of buying.

2. In the opinion of the committee.
the salaries of the city and county
physician and his assistants should be
cut a little to better correspond with
current conditions. . 7~'-'."',7

We therefore recommend the follow-
ing scale hereafter:

City and county physician, $3,000 per
year.

First assistant county physician, $900
per year.

Second assistant county physician,
$7.0 per year.

The latter two positions are very val-
uable and attractive to young physi-
cians desiring to work into practice:
and there i* reason to think that the
places would be competently filled were
tie salaries one-half those suggested.
These cuts would make a saving of
$880 per year: a small sum, but one
worthy of attention. ...

DEPARTMENT OK HEALTH.

Committee Recognizes the* Bene-
fits of Eta Efficiency.

This department is under the man-
agement of a board composed of a
health commissioner, the chief of po-
lice, and the city attorney.

The official head of the commlsion is
the commissioner of health, on whom
the charter, sec. 203, pp. 168, Municipal
Code, 1893, places the management and
control of the department.

The commissioner holds office for the
term of four years, and is appointed
by the mayor, and must be a competent
physician of regular practice.

He is authorized to appoint an as-
sistant, 7 health officers, 2 meat and
live stock Inspectors, and 2 watch-
men, one for day and one for night
dump—of what, the charter Is silent.

The salary of the commissioner is
$2,400 per year, and of his assistant
$1,200 per year. The compensation of
other employes is to be fixed by the
commissioner; but the same shall not
exceed $500 per year for watchmen, nor
$900 per year for other employes. Not
exceeding six assistants in the depart-
ment can be employed between Nov.
1 and April 15, in any year, without as-
sent of the council, by two-thirds vote.

The total expense of the department
is limited to $12,000 per year.

Neither the commissioner nor \u25a0 his
chief assistant is required to devote his
entire time to his official duties.

The work of tne health board is
meant to be preventive in character;
to Insure cleanliness, and prevent the
spread of disease. To these ends, ex-
tensive powers are vested in the com-
missioner.

The commissioner is also the official
registrar of all births and deaths oc-
curring in the city, and the custodian
of an adequate stock of vaccine virus,
for the proper and timely vaccination
of the inhabitants. He is eomnir-.iiied
to see that -all applicants for admission
to the public schools: have been prop-
erly vaccinated, and to require the
holding of certificates of vaccination,
as a condition precedent to admission.
Under ordinance regulatons, ho is re-
quired to examine and approve the
monthly bills of the garbage removal
contractor, and to enforce deductions
for omissions to remove garbage which
should have been taken away.

The pay roll of this department for
October, 1895, was handed "he commit- I
tee, as a fair sample for the year:
Commissioner '...'. • .S2OO
Assistant commissioner li"0 I
Inspector contagious diseases...... 75
Inspector of live stock..... 60 |
Inspector of meats. 60 j
Two health officers, $60 each 120
Bookkeeper and stenographer 50 |

Total : $065 \
This would be at the rate of $7,980 per !

year. It is not understood that the j
Incumbents of the first four places on i
the above pay roll are expected to or j
do spend any stated portions of their
time upon their official duties in this I
department. The two health officers
are understood to be mere inspectors.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
Your committee recognizes the public

benefits of an efficient health depart-
ment, and does not dispute the effi-
ciency of the board as now organized.

The committee does think as good
work could be done, if the health de-
partment should he reconstructed, so
as to make the city and county phy-
sician ex-offiicio health officer.

The chief of police should also be
given more prominence upon the board
than he now has. He should really be
its head, so far as concerns the clean-
liness of the town. In all matters
pertaining to diseases and their proph-
ylactics, the city and county physician
could manage, with slight increase, or
none at all, of expense in his depart-
ment Should special exigencies make
it desirable, a system of meat and ani-
mal Inspection might be established.
One or two men at that work, In a I
place of th size, could accomplish lit-
tle, even if competent and Industrious.
When real occasion for animal and
meat inspection arises a force should
be employed ample for the prompt
and thorough doing of the work. .

Thus reorganized, the expense of the
department should be at least $4,000
per year less than now, without need
for material impairment of Its -real
efficiency.

Until such consolidation can be ef-
fected the force in the department
should bo reduced to the following:
Commissioner $2,400
One health officer 720
One meat inspector 72.)
One bookkeeper 600

Total $4,440

CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENT.

Committee Thinks n Saving of
.\u25a0{12,100 Can Be Hade.

This department is in the hands of
the board of workhouse directors.

This board is composed of five di-
rectors, appointed by the mayor, with
advice of the council. Their term of
office is five years, and they serve
without salary.

The present yearly pay roll of the
workhouse force la as follows:
Superintendent (without board).. $3,000
Assistant superintendent and sec-

retary (with board) :...\u25a0 1,000
Physician ( without board) 900
Hall master (with board) '720
Four guards, $600 each (with

board) 2,400
Engineer (with board) G65
Night watchman (withboard) 600
Cook and baker (with board) 720
Farmer and teamster(with board) 480
Matron (with board) ..' 360

Toial $10,845
For the year 1894, the last for which

statistics are in possession of the com-
mittee, the total expenditures on ac-
count of the workhouse were $23,683.21,
which included a considerable sum for
materials used in the prison . indus-
tries.

The cost of maintenace, whiph ex-
cludes repairs, insurance and improve-
ments, is stated at $18,78148. of which$11.679.9<j were for salaries.

For the* employment of the prisoners
a knitting shop Is maintained, which
for the. year named produced a triflingbalance, after crediting prison labor
at the rale of 50 cents per day per man.

• The total days' labor in this shop for
t:. year was 1.875. Another workshop
is also kept for the manufacture of

ithing needed for use about the insti-
tution. - " ."*:•'

f-fi ' that year the whole number of
prisoners detained was 1,385', who spent
.-• toinl of 36,685 days in prison. The-v..,-;,;,,, constant number of Inmates
was 11)0.51. The total number of. days
worked. was 20s8j8.

The cost of mafcu&nace, for the year,
avomged SISC.SO per inmate.

The prison. is .veil conducted; and the
methods of management are, on the
whole, commendable.

RECOMMENDATION'S.
:':L/\\v'it oo«. i •. le*.- rev arcs the em-

pi*-,*•!•*,«*.**of * ;;.*rial pi>Vs{cfe.n for the

workhouse unnecessary.* The place
should be abolished, and the necessary-
medical service at the establishment:
be performed by the city and county
physician and his assistants. >.•"':'- -This would effect "a saving of $900
per year. *; -• "• "'••-'-' - . '\u25a0\u25a0

\u25a0

2. The scale of salaries now In force,
Is considerably above' the market, In

• the cases of nearly all the employes'-
board Is added to wages. A moderate*
estimate of the value of this would' be
$15 per month, which in the case Of the
$60 men would bring their earnings up
to $75 per month or -$900 pcr -year.'
There seems nothing in any of these
places requiring harder service or bet-
ter qualifications than With the police :

force.- •\u25a0' ,n*-v».'w.-:: •• •\u25a0 \u0084.*•».•;.*:
The committee therefore recommend-'

the following scale: " '.'
:
'." :'''"- "\u25a0"\u25a0:'

Superintendent, $2,500 per. year) J.' *•\u25a0 -*
All other employes, ".except ' matron^

10 per cent below present salaries. ",]:'/;
This latter would effect—a yearly

saving of $700. .': . ,'.- .„.-.""'..J. . .'',
Total annual saving In, department,"

$2,100. „• . . '";.*."; : 7- : z777'y:
BUILDING iNspect.or^.";;^:':

Recommendation*) for 11 :
-' Ut'dne-'

tion in the' Stuff., . ' '>-\u25a0!;^
The cost of this department* for-eaSh

of the years 1892, 1893 and 1894 -was' iAS"
follows: • .'•*:-" *-'.:..\u25a0\u25a0.•!-. fi•-- ;«!:v~."

is:*:' '...'". i'.1.;..".. $10,178 82; 1893 •;./.. .•......;. -9,492 82,
1594 ;. .:.'." 7.094 41

For the present year the pay roll is
as follows: -.'- .'-.•-••.\u25a0•
Building inspector .......$2,500
Plumbing Inspector *; 1.200-
Elevator inspector ........:....• 900
Three assistant inspectors, $720 *

'•\u25a0
each ............'..v.... 2,160

Clerk :..'.......\u25a0 720

Total ....... ...... $7,480
RECOMMENDATIONS. .

In so far as the duties of this de-
partment are of real public value, they-
are limited to matters which are.en-
gineering rather than architectural in
character.

Your committee sees no good reason i

for maintaining an independent-de-
partment for duties so narrow in their |
legitimate scope. It, therefore, rec- ]
ommends the abolition of the depart- |
ment, and the making of the city en- j
gineer ex-officio building inspector.with |
power to employ not exceeding two
special assistants, expert in building
matters, at a cost not to exceed $2,000
in -the aggregate, In any one year. This
would effect a saving of from $3,000 to
$6,000 per year, and give the public all
the protection which the existing in-
spectorship department was designed
to secure. As a. matter of fact, since
the creation of the office of building in- I
spector, it has mostly been filled by
engineers, without disadvantage to the \
service.

Until the consolidation mentioned
shall have been effected, the force in
the department should be reduced to
one Inspector at a salary of $1,800 per
year, and one clerk at a salary of $900
per year.

CITYCLERK.

Committee Thinks Work Can Be

Done With I.i-ns Help.

The duties of this office are wholly
clerical. Business judgment of discre-
tion is not required. The present pay !
roll is as follows:

Per Year i
City clerk • $5,000 j
Assistant city clerk 1,500 j
Clerk 960
Clerk 900 l
Clerk '. 720
Clerk 520 j

\u25a0'\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0. •'.;.-:-
$9,G00 j

RECOMMENDATIONS.
After careful consideration of the |

volume of work In this office, and its i
character, your committee is of opinion |
that the following force and rates of j
pay will be adequate and fair:

Per Year |
City clerk $3,000 j
All office help 3,200

Total $6,200
The saving effected by this change

would be $3,400 per year.

MUNICIPAL COURT.

A Saving- of $0,000 Considered I
Possible Here.

This court has two judges and dual j
functions. It is the police court of the i
city and a court of record,' with civil
jurisdiction in cases involving $500 and |
less.

The present pay roll of the court is
.as follows: . ' . - . ..
Two judges, $4,000 each $8,000
One clerk 2,500
One clerk ..... ;..-..... 1,200
One reporter 1,200

In addition to the above-stated court
officers, three bailiffs, now on the pay
roll of the police department at a sal-
ary of I*9oo per year each, are constant-
ly in attendance on the court. Two of
the bailiffs do more or less clerical
work.

The total pay roll of judges and of-
ficers therefore now amounts to $15,600
per year.

But for the civil business, the service I
of but a single judge/with assistance i
o.vu unto ojoui ;ou 01 Suiiunoiuu
months in the year altogether, would
be required. The exercise of both
classes of jurisdiction practically keeps
two courts In regular dally session,
with two sets of clerks and court at-
tendants. Confined to criminal Juris-
diction, but one court and a single set
of clerks and attendants would be
needed. The civil jurisdiction of the
municipal court was conferred at a
period when the district courts of the
county were over-crowded with cases,
which caused delay in the disposition
of small controversies. That state of
things has now passed away. The dis-
trict court is provided with six judges,
and monthly terms are held during ten
months in the year. This permits the
speedy hearing and determination of
suits involvingsmall amounts: and af-
fords ample facilities for all that class
of civil business which now seeks the
municipal court.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
1. The civil jurisdiction of the court

should be abolished, leaving all civil
business to seek justices and the dis-
trict courts.

2. But one municipal judge, required
to devote his whole time -o the office,

j should exist, and 'lis salary should not
; exceed $3,000 per year.

For supplying the place of, the regu-
j lar municipal judg->, in cases of disa-

bility or absence, or of - special cxi-
I gency, an associate judge should .be
I provided for, whose compensation

should be a per diem, not exceeding
! $10, for the time actually and neces-
s arily spent in the performance of
' duty, with a- yearly maximum.

3. The clerical force of the court
should be limited to one clerk at $1,-
--500, and an assdtsant at $900 per year.
But a single bailiff should be provided.
These changes should effect a yearly
saving of at least $6,000 per year.

LAW* DEPARTMENT. -
See a Chance to Cnt Off <"'3,000 of

Expense.

The present pay roll of this depart-
ment is as follows:

""- -i- •' Per year.
Corporation attorney 35,000
First assistant attorney 2.E00
Second assistant attorney 1,200
Third assistant attorney 1,?00
Clerk SOO
Stenographer . JOO

Total 511,700
After careful consideration of-the du-

ties of this department, and the amount
of work to be done, your committee
recommends that the force in this de-
partment and their salaries be changed
to the following: .;. ' .'.' ;

Per year.
Corporation attorney .. .. $1,000
First assistant attorney... ' 2,100

I Second assistant attorney . I,SCO
One stenographer and clerk.... 600
One clerk and messenger 480

Total » ..?8,780
These changes would effect a sav-

ing of nearly $3,000 per year. '

PUBLIC PARKS.

Their Management Subject of
Complimentary Notice.

These are under control of a board
of four citizens, appointed by the may-
or, who serve without compensation.

The immediate management of the
parks is In the hands of a superintend-
ent, who receives a yearly salary of
$1,800.

The improved parks of the city now
number sixteen, having a total area
of more than 600 acres.

In Its report for the year 1894 the
park board estimated the aggregate
value of all pulilo pasks of the city,
considered as real estate only, at
$1,500,000.. - •• .• v., . -• .-.. ;. ..

Tho total expenditures on the parks
for the years 1893 and 1894 were as fol-
lows: - '.'-• ' •\u25a0\u25a0 - - 1' •••" r*

Improve- Main- ' -
ment t«na*:oe. Total.

1893 ......... $2f1.5*5.« WfSßl* W,V*.Gi

1894 •"•; . . .'..'. .". 39,744.25 " 20,975.28 C0,719.63,719.63
For the season of 1895 the expendi-

tures on Como park were approximate-
lyas follows: **-„'\u25a0£ vv*-.*^-.. ,
Maintenance $21,002.98
Improvements 12,105.02

Total. $33,108.00
Our public parks are managed with

great intelligence and taste, and with
much regard for economy. For, area:
and beauty, they compare well with
those of any other city in the country.

During some years past efforts have
been made to acquire spacious park
grounds In the Lake Phalen locality.
In* the opinion of your-, committee it
would be good ''policy, to Suspend, the-

: prosecution of this plan for a few
years at least. No tax -burden should'

.be pile, upon any part "of our citizens'
at present for any purpose .that can
be postponed to a more favorable
period. Besides, your committee does
not feel sure that the desired property
cannot be secured a little later on bet-
ter terms than could now be gotten.. .

RECOMMENDATIONS. j
In view of the considerable amounts'

that, during some years past, have
been spent on the improvements of
our parks, your committee thinks it
would be wise to reduce the annual
expenditures for park purposes to $10,-
--000 per year for the next few years.
This will suffice for the cost of the'
present high standard of maintenance,,
and leave a handsome fund, each year,
for improvements. ;"..•' 7 "':

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENTS.

Work of the City Treasurer mid
Comptroller. •

These are the city treasurer's office
and the comptroller's office.

In the organization of all depart-
ments of municipal work. It should be
remembered that hardly anything costs
like duplication or triplication of work.
Revenues must be collected and dis-
bursed, and complete and correct,ac-
counts of both must be kept. How-
ever, the doing of either, more than
once is needless -and extremely waste-
ful. S

From the financial standpoint the
county* of Ramsey and the city of St.
Paul are practically one. This is made
Obvious by the fact that In the year
1894 $2,767,014.02 of taxes of all kinds
were levied by general taxation In the
county of Ramsey, and of these only
$74,320.03 were levied on property out-
side the city. • \u25a0 •

The collection and disposition of the
revenues of the county of Ramsey is
therefore, practically, merely the col-
lection and disposition of those of the
city of St. Paul.

Yet two separate and complete ac-
| counting offices and two separate and
; complete treasuries are maintained for
'< city and county, at large expense; and
I the same money is practically handled
| and accounted for twice over. This
i adds at a small estimate, -$12,000 or
! $15,000 per year to the burden on the

tax payers of our city. At the earliest
! opportunity this condition of. things

should be abolished, and a practical
consolidation of the accounting and
treasury departments of the city and
county effected.

This can readily be done by law.
Amendment of the state constitution
would not be necessary.

A general act could provide that,
upon the vote of the people of any city,

; or upon resolution of its council, the
! county treasurer should become cx-
i officio city treasurer of such city, or

' vice versa. The same plan Is feasible
In regard to the accounting depart-

j ment. '-''\u25a0'•-
The accomplishment of such reor-

ganization will, however, require some
time, and, while things "remain as now,
the* officers of the treasurer's' and
comptroller's' offices demand attention.

CITY TREASURER.
The city treasurer is elected at the

biennial election, and must give bond
in the sum of $500,000 for the faithful
performance of his duties. All funds
received by the treasurer must be de-
positeel daily in banks designated to
receive deposits of the city's moneys.
Such banks are designated by the city
council, and must give bonds for se-
curing repayment of the city depos-
its as demanded. •

The city treasurer is not responsi-
ble for the loss of moneys through the
default of designated depositories.

\u25a0

For the year 1894, the total receipts
by the city treasurer were $4,838,165.29.
This sum included $377,046.15 on hand
at the beginning of the year, $307,000
from liquor licenses, $1,072,000 from tax
levy certificates and 1,655,264.26 from
tax collections.

The monthly pay roll of the office is
as follows: '

City treasurer ...:'.'....'.:. $416 66
Cashier 100 00
Chief clerk 90 00
Bookkeeper .".' ' 83 33
Chief counter clerk .............. .88.33
Four clerks, $55 each 220 00
One clerk ............; ;....... ' 40 00
One typewriter 45 00

Total $1,083 32
This is at he rate of $13,000 per year,

the extreme limit permitted by the
charter (Municipal Code 1893, sec. 576,
page 350). . .-\u25a0,''\u25a0.-•'

In the opinion of the committee, no
considerable accounting work should
be done in the treasurer's office. The
comptroller Is the accountant of the
city, "and dally checks all receipts and
disbursements of the treasurer, which
insures correct bookkeeping. Any
more extensive system of accounting,
in the treasurer's office, than . is . in-
volved in the original entries of re-
ceipts, deposits and disbursements
would be useless work, involving use-
less expense. . : ". /.

It should be fully understood by all
the city departments that the city
needs and has but one accounting
department, keeping one set of books.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
Your committee, after careful exam-

ination of the work demanded of the
department, and giving full weight to
the measure of responsibility attached
to it, Is of the opinion that the fol-
owing force and| rates of pay would be
sufficient and fair:
City treasurer, per year $3,500
All assistance and clerk hire 3,500

Total $7,000
This would make a saving of $6,000

per year.
COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE.

The responsibility attached to this de-
partment is large. The comptroller Is
not merely the official accountant of
all city departments, but is required
to countersign all contracts involving
the expenditure of the public funds.
This latter duty compels the comp-

j troller to decide upon the conformity
the proposed agreement with the city
charter; and. Indirectly, gives oppor-
tunity for preventing much Improvi-
dence and waste.

The city comptroller should be not
merely a good accountant, and a man
experienced in business affairs, but
clear-headed and courageous.

The present pay roll of the office Is
as follows:

Per Year
Comptroller $3,500
Clerk 1,000
Bookkeeper '. 940
Clerk 1,200
Stenographer 360

$7,500
In the opinion of your committee,

this office is now on a basis as low as
practicable— much lower than any oth-
er under the city government at the
present time; and the same cannotproperly or safely be subject to any
reduction.

GENERAL REMARKS.

Departments and Positions, Not
Officials, Considered.

In considering tlie questions referred
to it, your . committee has viewed the
city merely in its character as a great
business organization. It has not felt
called on to examine the qualifications
of any officer nor employe for the place
he fills. For all purposes of this in-
quiry, every man in the municipal ser-
vice has been assumed to be honest,
faithful and sufficiently competent. The
committee ha.-; dealt exclusively with
departments and positions, and in no
sense with the persons who may hap-
pen now to be fillingthem.

The amounts of service and rates of
pay recommended for the several of-
ficers and places are * erely those
which, In the minds of the committee,
would fairly compare with those pre-
vailing in the average of private em-
ployments at the present time. If
there Is any difference in any case It is
In favor of the city employment, and
the rate of pay assigned to it asproper.
It is a fact, personally well-known

to a majority of members of the com-
mittee, that in most large private con-
cerns rates of pay are considerably be-

; low and amount of service considerably
above those recommended by the com-
mittee.

For the salaries of most officers; and
their chief assistants, the committee. has merely followed the provisions of
the act of legislature of 1893, meant to
control in such oases. General Laws,
Minnesota, 1895,. p. 615.

By its- title, and most of its clauses,
this act seems clearly meant to confer
upon city councils fullpower over the'oi-a-p.xzatie-n of the city departments, \

.the number of the employes therein,
and the compensation paid each. < '••
j The | proviso contained In sec. -7 of
this act has been regarded by some as
suspending the powers conferred upon
the .council- elsewhere in. the act until
all in cumbents at the date when the
act went Into -force July 1, 1895, should
go out of office. -The opinions of some
have gone to the length of. attaching
to this provision an effect strictly per-
sonal, by holding that those In office
on July 1, 1895, could never "be sub-
ject, to reduction.' in their salaries by-
the council during the term thon i;wu-
nlng or subsequently. \u0084 \u25a0'\u0084\u25a0\u25a0_..'\u25a0 f-,..ft

This last construction would .violate
the state constitution; for it would
make the act assure a certain 'salary
to-one person, iholding a given' office,
:while jallowing* only a substantia-!!**,
lower, one to anybody else holding-, th£
'same office. -'*•\u25a0\u25a0'•\u25a0'\u25a0.'. * ' " ' "* ,
" Siich "personal discriminations 'are
not. permitted^ ::-•:' \u25a0—•- '''\u25a0

J The offices whose salaries are cov-
ered by this proviso seem -to .the aora-
mittee confined • to those which lutve
terms— that is to those where '. the-du-
ration of the .holdings Is for.a fixed
period. \u25a0:.*•.* ..;-i-_: •\u25a0.:; •-.-:'.•.\u25a0*«•\u25a0\u25a0 iilJlsi

; An officer, removable at the pleasure
of the appointing power has no term,
and- Is not covered by the proviso;
•His salary, and, to the extent-contem-
plated by : the act, his office,'-' are sub-
ject to the control of the council*-"**"

The list : of | officers whose salaries
are fixed by law, their respective sala-

• ries, : -by -whom appointed or elected,
and 'the dates of expiration of , their
respective terms, are as follows: 5'Mayor, $2,500, people, June 7, 1896. •

Secretary, $1,200, mayor, June 7,-1896.
City treasurer, $5,000, people, June 7,

1896. -.*".\u25a0•' ' ''..
City engineer, $5,000, board of public

works, March, 1896. '
Assistant city engineer, $2,500, board

of public works/March, 1896.
City clerk, $5,000, common council,

June, 1899. '"' -'*"• ' ';,'"
President water board, $1,200, Jan. 1,

1896.
Corporation attorney, $5,000, common: council,. March, 1897. V "\u25a0:\u25a0',•'
First assistant, $3,500, attorney,

March, 1897.
Second assistant, $1,200, ' attorney,

March, 1897. ..".-'
Third assistant, attorney, $1,200,

March, 1897. -fX-u-
Market master, $1,000, common coun-

cil. June, .1896. ' . •.\u25a0-\u25a0'.." •"
Janitor, $750, common council, June,

1896. t7rfeW« <-.-.--;
Chief fire department,s3,soo,fire board,

March, 1897.
First assistant, $2,000, fire \u25a0 board,

March, 1897.
Second assistant, $1,300, fire board,

March, 1897.
Superintendent fire alarm, $1,300, fire

board, January, 1896. .\u25a0••\u25a0-

Two judges municipal court, $4,000
each, people, June, 1898.

.Clerk municipal court, $2,500, judges,
optional.

Deputy clerk, $1,200, judges, optional.
Stenographer, $1,200, judges, optional.
Building inspector, $2,500, common

council, January, 1896. v.:- •\u25a0\u25a0;-
Four members board public works,

$2,500 mayor, two March, 1896; two
March, 1897.

Clerk board public works, $l,2oo,board
public works, optional.

Comptroller, $3,500, people, June, 1896.
Health commissioner, $2,400, mayor,

March, 1899.
Assitant health commissioner, $1,200,

comissioner, March, 1899.
Secretary board of water commis-

sioners, water board, optional.
- Chief of- police, $3,500, mayor, op-
tional. _\u25a0' ':*-.\u25a0

Chief of detectives, $2,000, mayor, op-
tional: " '".*.' . '-'Superintendent police telegraph, s3,2oo,
council, March, 1896.Superintendent school board, $1,800,
school board, March, 1596.

Superintendent of workhouse, $3,000,
workhouse board, October, 1897.

Four captains of police, $1,400, mayor,
optional.

Superintendent of schools, $4,ooo,year-
iy-

Your committee has thought it Tjef- i
ter to make the affair of the water I
board and existing valuations of prop-
erty in the city, for taxation, the sub-
ject of a supplemental report, which
will shortly be submitted. \u25a0 *
GENERAL RECAPITULATION OF

PROPOSED ECONOMIES. • 0 I
1. Public schools 875,-200
2. Public works department... 58-4)00
3. Streets-lighting- 35,000
4. Fire department 16,300 •5. Police, department - .32,200
6. Public charities department. -800

!

7. Public health department.... -4,000 :
8. Public corrections! dep'mt.... 2-500 '
9. Building inspector •...-\u25a0 5,590 i

10. City clerk ...... .;..*;;...,...: 3,500
11. Municipal court .-*6,000 :
12. Law department ... j;.;...'.. ,3,000
13. .Public parks .. :.;... .-,.... . ts<ooo
14. , ; City treasurer ........ ......... H r*3,e^

Total ...„.:..: ......... ...•$248,900
The above savings do not include

those which will result from consoli-
dation of the treasury and accounting
departments of the city and county,
nor from the consolidation of purchases
for the several departments. For this

I latter the Immediate adoption of such
a system is strongly advised.
' Finally, your committee wishes es-
pecially to thank the members of the
several departments examined for the
full and free . aid promptly rendered
the committee in collecting informa-
tion desired. \u25a0\u25a0-... . . -;:

*\u25a0-\u25a0 —J. J. Parker, Chairman.—O. B. Lewis, .'k^—Jas. E. Markham, . - —*-—J. W. Lusk, . . .-•\u25a0*-.-.,. •\u25a0-:•'.\u25a0\u25a0 —Henry A Castle, - - -,-*r
—John B. Sanborn, '..\u25a0•-
—W. P. Clough. -

Attest: James P. Healy,
Secretary.

THINGS FOUND IN AMBER.

How Nature Has Embalmed Some
Rare Plants and Animals. --'

Gentleman's Magazine.
In many museums may be seen in

the most. perfect state of preservation
in amber fosillzed remains of plants
and animals. The science of Egypt In
its highest development did not suc-
ceed in discovering a method of em-
balming so perfect as the simple proc-
ess taking place In nature. A tree ex-
cludes a gummy, resinous matter in
a liquid state. An insect accidentally
lights in it and la caught The exuda-
tion continues and envelopes it com-
pletely, preserving the most minute
details of its structure. In the course
of time the resin. becomes a fossil and
is known as amber. The history of
fossil insects is largely indebted to the
fly In amber. And to the preserving
properties of amber we owe, ' likewise,
our knowledge of some of the more
minute details of ancient plant struc-
ture.

The coasts of the Baltic are, and
have been from the days of the Phoen-
ican traders, the great source of the
amber of commerce. Itoccurs in rolled
fragments, in strata known 'to geolo-
gists as oligocene. These are tertiary
rocks of a date little more recent than
those of the Londofii basin, and equi . a-
lent to the younger tertiary series of
the Isle of Wight. The fragments of
fossil resin were washed down by the
rivers from the pine forests of the dis-
trict along with sediments and vegeta-
ble debris. In them are found most
perfectly preserved remains of thei pet*
iod, as well as of insect life. Frag-
ments of twigs, leaves, buds and flow"-"
ers, with sepals, petals, stamens and
pistils still in. place, occur. Pollengrains have likewise been found. A re-"
cent genus, doutzla, has been recog-
nized by Its characteristic stamens;" the
valves of the anthers of cinnamomum
are seen in others. In one specimen
the pendent catkin of a species of- oak
is seen as distinctly through the clear
amber as if it were a fresh flower. .-And
beside the insect and plant remains
thus sealed up In amber stray relics, of
the higher fauna of the forest have, also
been met with. Fragments of hair and
feathers have been caught in the sticky
resin and preserved. Among others, a
woodpecker and squirrel have beenrecognized in the Baltic amber., \u0084; v, r

nnrred Ont. -"--,
Washington Star. - \7v.

_
"No," said the editor, kindly, but

firmly, as he shut his stop-watch witha click and put it in his vest pocketi.
"you can't compete in modern poetry.
You might go to England and get to
be a laureate or something of that sort,
but as a practical bardl for every-day
purposes you'll have to drop out of the
race." \u0084;•_

"But isn't that a good sonnet?"
"First-class. But it took you thirty-

seven minutes and five seconds to fin-
ish it. The inside limit for a qualified
competitor is twenty minutes."

A Woiimn Farmer.
One of the principal exhibitors In the

agricultural display at the Atlanta ex-
position is Miss Annie Dennis, of Tal--bOttom, Ga., a young woman only
twenty-five years of age. She owns a
fine estate of about 1,000- acres, which
she personally superintends. She bo-"gan farming seven years ago, and since

.then has taken more than 100 pstees
at fairs with various products of her
farm. -.--• - \,.

i
\u25a0

• \u25a0 . \u25a0 * '-•
1HEALTH COMMISSIONER : STONE
| LOOKS FOR " DIPHTHERIA ;
«:•; .r AT THE GOLDEN-RULE, • '

iBUT THERE IS NONE THERE.

A '-* THOROUGH ;'. ; INVESTIGATION

..V WAS MADE AMONG THE
j ;

;•.';•:,'"•.'." EMPLOYE!*. ;

——-. .
THIS .SILENCES . THE REPORTS.

No One at the Establishment Re-
[. sides Within a Block: of "Where

• the Disease In-Located. v.- ,

£. single blow 'rang" out loudly on
•the big gong at the head of the main
stairway. It was the Golden Rule
department store on :

Seventh street
at 10:20 last night. „ *:;*';:

"Now we quit work," said a little
brunette clerk, throwing back her

shoulders with a long breath. • . \u25a0

' Two more bl6ws. *•. . ' '

"Now we cover up the things," she
said, and she joined her companions
in spreading over; the packed coun-
ters and shelves 'Immense covers of
blue striped cotton. _

"And now," as the gong struck
three— "and now,"she said, "we skip."

But the small brunette made a mis-
take. About 400. other .mistakes were
made at the same moment. The little
girl did not skip. None of the em-
ployes skipped. When the first would-
be skipper arrived at the great front
doors through which all clerks are
obliged to pass, to go home, he met a
tall, affable gentleman wearing a seal-
skin cap and overcoat. Just beyond
him an improvised doorkeeper held
his ground like the Roman guard at
Pompeii, and permitted no one but
stray customers to pass outside. ~

"Every one of you, ladies or gentle-
men," announced the fur-clad gentle-
man, "will hand to me before you go
home a slip showing your name, your
address, stating whether you know
of any cases of diphtheria in this store
within the last ten days."

When each one had done as ordered
the man at the door who was Dr. A.
J. Stone, city, health commissioner, ac-
companied by his assistant, Inspector
Sinks, took over to the health depart-
ment 386 slips.

Dr. Stone has been harrasssd for sev-
eral days with complaints, that diph-
theria was rampant at the Golden
Rule. Yesterday It was asserted that
nearly fifty cases had appeared among
the employes at that establishment,
But the slips collected last night were
compared. by the health department's
diphtheria record. With one exception
not a single employe was found to live
within a block of any house from
which diphtheria 'has been reported
within two weeks. In one case a girl

, gave her address at 970 Beach street,
i where an infant'dled of diphtheria Dec.
; 2. But there have been no other cases,
'. and the house was "disinfected. Eight-
! een employes not accounted for are
| presumed to be drivers. They will be
I hunted up this morning.

Said Dr. Stone after the investiga-

I tion: "I'm entirely convinced now
! that these rumors. are totally without

I foundation. ' There is no diphtheria at
i the Golden Rule. I;shall not quaran-
] tine the store or think of doing so.
i I was so sure of the falsity of the re-
I port that I sent my wife to the store
; this afternoon to make some pur-
! chases. I began my,lnquiries, last Fri-
i a"ay,-:when the rumors -were first "start-
i cd." • :7-v . •" \u25a0"\u25a0 -V- i \u25a0"\u25a0•' '

| 'Manager Joseph Elslngef said last
j night that

:
the reports , had probably,

been started by rival concerns. They
had not Injured his firm's business,
which is now larger than the employes
can attend to. Not less than 30,000 cus-
tomers passed through the establish-
ment each day during the past week.
"We knew of these rumors," said he,
"and asked Dr. Stone to come and
make an investigation. He came and
found out, what we knew all along,
that there was no diphtheria here and
none had been here." ;:

A REGULAR PIANO CRAZE.

Two Drays Running Constantly

\ Cannot Deliver Them as Fast
as Sold.

It is safe to say that more pianos
were sold in St. Paul last week
than had been sold . here in a year be-
fore. The town, it seems, has literal-
ly gone daft on the subject—a regular
craze in fact—as all classes of people,
from the rich down to the mechanic,
who can scrape up $25 for a first pay-
ment, are in for a piano. The induce-
ments offered at the great manufactur-
ers' cost sale now in progress at 140
and 142 East Sixth street (C. O. Rice
& Co.'s old store), are so tempting,
that many are buying who had not
even considered the matter until this
rare opportunity presented . itself. .

Few who enter the store go away
without a piano, and we know of sev-
eral who purchased two each. * •".-'(

This house is giving. unquestionable
bargains. The Kimball piano is a su-
perior instrument, standing today sec-
ond to none, and with the manufactur-
ers, for reasons heretofore explained,
closing out such beautiful stock of
sample instruments at the cost of ma-
terial and labor to construct them,
and on such reasonable terms as $25
down and $10 a month, it is little won-
der that the desire and rush for
pianos Is unprecedented and little
short of a craze. \u0084"-*' -

WHIST TOURNEY.

Dunn and Metcalf Win the Week-
ly High Score Ilndge.

The whist club held its fourth tournament
{tame last night."Bunn and Metcalf won the
weekly high score badge. The score was as
follows: • \u25a0:".\u25a0""•'\u25a0 -

NORTH AND SOUTH.
Armstrong and T. F. A. Williams 184
Chapiu and Dr. Williams ....184
Taylor and Countryman. ....194
Wemott and Garrity 178
Erwin and Ward 165
How and O. H. Briggs 191)
Gordon and Sargent '. 191

Total 1,301
Average, 186 4-7.

• t.:. -., EAST AND WEST.
Wedge and H0we5............ 171
Johnson and Vogel 170
Buford and Suerry 181
Piske and Whellame 179
Nelson and Hay....: 108
Hudson and I. H. Briggs 186
Bunu and Metcalf 187

Total ... 1,247
Average, 177 3-7.

See Onr Patent Shipping- Cases
For Victor Huot's Fine Candy. 4KJ
Wabasha street.

Local Ladles on Wheels.
The six day bicycle race for lady ama-

teurs ofMinneapolis began last night at the
-Washington rime in Minneapolis, The rec-
ords were far ahead of those made by tbe
professionals last August. At the close of
the racing the score wast Miss Lottie Fams-
worth. S3 miles 7 laps; Miss Peterson. 52
miles 2 laps: Miss Mack, SO miles 4 laps;
Miss Hokenson, 40 miles 10 laps; Miss Ryan,
42 miles 0 laps.

Harrison and Wilmot.

Walter Wllmot played bis first public game
ofbilliards at Foley's last night since he
beat Clow, after giving him odds in a match

two years ago Iv this city. The game la*t
night was the first of a series of rive against
Harrison, the latter ;to pinv 300 to Wllmot 8
200. He started offwell, holding Harrlsou
even for the first twenty innings. After
thai ho fell away in play, and Harrison beat
him out by thirteen billiards. Harrison had. for doubles 10. 26. 28. 15, 45. 27, 10, 16. 10, 23.
Wllmot doubled as follows: 13, 13, 23, 28, 12,
25 and 12. , The secoud block of the series
will be played this evening. - '",,.:,

.-..:': CURLING FOR BUTTONS. .V I]
Series of Games Inun guru ted for

Prized 1.-1.-.I Night. •-..-- j;-.-.

The series tof 'curling game's for the gold
buttons was successfully, inaugurated lust
night on Raspberry Island, when the rink
skipped by Dr. W. D. Kelly won a closely
contested game from George Hall's rink.

The series will require some little time, as
each rink plays twice with every other rink
entered, and 'the competitors are to.' be
skipped by some of th.? leading exponential
the •bra game" in the club. The rinks lusi
night were: *&.•*.""-' '*".*"".

M. A Beckman. P. 11. Mead, E. W. Hard-
ing, George Hall, skip— -. . '\u0084,'...

'Dr. Eaclius. W. Hoadsou, H. L. Suowden,
Dr. W.D.Kelly, skip—ll. ,;;. J

The rink skipped by J. P. Adamson won a
game from Tom Cameron's rink, the score
standing 11 and 9.' ~ v. i",j.v-;;v . 'I'l'.-

--'. FOURTEEN, FIERCE ROUNDS.^
Solly Smith Gives Billy Murphy

Muny Hard Knocks.

NEW ORLEANS. La., Dec. 23.— 8i11y
Murphy, ofAustralia, and Solly Smith, of
Los Angeles, the Olympic club tonight
fought fourteen savage and scientific rounds.
Murphy was the cleverer, but lacked .the
physique necessary to withstand Smith's
rushes and clinches. In the fourteenth
round Murphy was knocked down several
times. r.Seeing that he was beaten Referee
Duffy awarded the fight to Smith. . . ';'..,'

.: .'.\u25a0 \u25a0 .t~. -.;
New Orleans Races. . . '\u25a0:•:

NEW ORLEANS," Dec. 23.—Results to-
day: i ,".'-;: • -\u25a0-.•

First race, fiveand a half furlongs—Bert-
rand won, Newhouse second, Elsie Ferguson
third. Time. 1:10%.

Second race, mile—Booze won, BillyBen-
nett second, Peytonia third. Time, 1:46. .

Third race, mile—G B Cox wou, Jim Hogg
second. Imp. Bigbee third. Time, 1:45(4.

Fourth race, handicap, mile and three-
eighths—Marcel won. Billy McKenzle sec-
ond. Wolsey third. Time, 2:2716.

Fifth race, seven and a half furlongs—
F Fly Jr. won, Laverne second, Spendoline
third. Time, 1 :aOM2."

l.iiski-r and I'iilsliury a Tie.

ST. PETERSBURG. Dec. 23.— LasKer-
Tschigorin game, postponed from Saturday,
resulted .after forty-five moves, in a draw,
Lasker playing a Ruy Lopez. The present
score— Lasker and Pillsbury, "Hi* each; Stein-
itz and Tschigorin. IV_ each.

Western League to Meet.
Ban Johnson, of the Western league, has

called a special meeting of the league to be
held in Milwauker Dec. 30. The nature of
the meetiug is unknown as yet.

Leave Express Orders Early ....
For Victor Huot's Fine Candy, packed
to express any distance. The Waba-
sha Street Store. 416.

The First Message to Congress.
Washington Star.

The manuscripts of Jefferson are
peculiarly indifferent to official for-
mality, and are even careless in pre-
paration, the diction being the only
thing that is not in a measure slipshod.
The diction, as all readers of Jefferson
know, is direct ; and forceful. Very
ordinary paper, with no headline and
of utterly- "unofficial" sizes, was good
enough for his purposes. The writ-
ings are full of erasures, made with
pen and ink, and not infrequently new
sentences after a period are begun with
a small letter. Words, phrases and
even whole sentences are scratched out
with a pn,' and the manuscript," with
all its imperfections, is sent on its
way. In some cases the manuscript is
cut, and in one of the messages con-
cerning Burr's expedition a statement
of six or eight lines is corrected by a
piece of paper, on which it is written
differently, being . pasted with red

I wafers over the part rejected after
writing.

The absence of Washington's mes-sages is due to their being burned in
the capitol. But neither Washington
nor Adams sent a written message to
congress on its first convening. They
merely delivered addresses, which were
replied to then and there by the con-
gress. ' ';- \u25a0•*•-•\u25a0\u25a0 •\u25a0*• • •-\u25a0'.-\u25a0\u25a0 !

The manuscript - of Jefferson's
apology to congress for departing for ]
the first time, from this custom, and '
sending his first message' in writing,;
illustrates his indifference as to capi-
talization. * - *-?.'-

It is written on a small, yellow sheet
of paper:

"Dec. 8, 1801.
"The circumstances under which we

find ourselves at this place rendering
inconvenient the mode heretofore
practised of making by ' personal \u25a0ad-
dress the Ifirst communications be-
tween the legislative and the executive
branches. I have adopted that by mes-
sage, as used on all subsequent oc-
casions through the session, in doing
this I have had principal regard- to the
convenience of the Legislature, to the
economy of time, to their relief from
the embarrassment of immediate
answer, on subjects not yet fully be-
fore them and to the benefit thence
resulting to the public affairs, trust-ing that a procedure, founded in these
motives, will meet their approbation.
I beg leave through you. Sir, to com-
municate the inclosed message, with
the decuments accompanying it, to the
honorable the House of Representa-
tives, and pray you to accept, for
yourself and for them, the homage of
my high respect and consideration.

"—Thos. Jefferson. •
"The honorable, the speaker of the

house of representatives."
From this letter dated the abandon-

ment of the practice of the president
addressing congress in person on. its
first assembling.

A Philadelphia Delicacy.
Philadelphia Call.

The ice cream man has disappeared.
The discerning venders, however, have •
hit upon a new scheme. The cans in
their gay wagons that once contained
frozen cream are now filled with steam-ing liquid, which brings delight and
warmth to the heart of the small boy.
"Hot Pectoral" Is the legend that nowappears upon the ex-ice cream man'ssign, and his perambulating store is
surrounded by hordes of eager news-boys provided with the necessary cent
for a draught of the delightful fluid
that it must be.

A Cipher. ' -Washington Star.
"They tell me that Senator Sorghum

is a back number," said one constitu-
ent. .. ..•"-. .'.•'.:•

"No, he isn't," replied another. "He
ain't any number at all. He's jes' anaught." • .'•\u25a0 '...-. • •.

Candy Packed to Express
Any distance. Victor Huot's Fine Can-
dy, 416 Wabasha street.

A Famous Countess.
Paris has lost one of Its curiositiesby the death of the Duchesse de Po-

mar, who -was also dowager Countess
of Caithnesa She was the daughter of
a Cuban planter named Marlategue;
Immensely rich and fond of entertain-
ing. She became a spiritualist,* took
up Mme. Blavatsky, and believed her-
self to be a reincarnation of Mary
Stuart. The palace she built in Paris
she called Holyrood, and a statue of
Mary Stuart offered by her to the city
was refused, as It turned out to be a
portrait of herself. Her title of duch-
ess was given to her by Pope Leo.
With all her eccentricities she wasvery charitable.

One Thing- He Could Not Do. *

Chicago) Post.
"Your son Is studying art in Paris,

I believe," said the man in the big
ulster. ;.v .

"He is," replied the man with thegold-headed cane. "
"Is he doing well?" ;!>"-'
"He said he was the last time I heard

from him." .
"I suppose he can draw anything

now?"
"Well, I can beat him in one line."
"What is that?"
"He can't draw checks."

Holly Wreaths at
Victor Huot's Candy Store, Wabasha.

LOST AND FOUND.
DOG STAYED OR STOLEN — St. Bernard

pup, six months old, one half face while
other tan. Reward If returned to L. C.
Miss, in care of C. Got/lan <•*Co.

BEWARE OF GRIP
IT 18 NOW RAGING IN EUROPE,

' ! ,. AND MAY Mi: EXPECTED

i :-\u25a0;;.'/)•-- HERE. " : '' „"'

BAD :WEATHER THE CAUSE.

THE .'DISEASE \ NOW ATTACKS
' EVEN HORSES, CATTLE AND
lj. !;/>?'•• • DOGS.

1

MICROBE THEORY ACCEPTED.

Cm-ioU**. Cure in the Curse of One
j'"Patient AiUlcted With H>m-

.">'. "'-i',> ' ' term. . "« ",

7': Grip, like the course 'of\u25a0 empire,
takes its course westward. This be-
ing the case, it is very likely that we
shall soon have another epidemic

of the disease. News is received
every day by the. cable that the in-
fluenza has spread all over Europe,
and is still spreading. • Berlin has
been ' especially ; unfortunate, and
there have been recorded in that
capital as many as 500 , cases In. one
day. \u25a0 A great number of these proved
fatal. ..". . ; ''

From • Germany, which was visit-
ed by the epidemic last month for
the second time this year, the dis-
ease spread to the north and west.
Its ravages were severely felt in
Norway TT^eden, which coun-
tries have had very bad weather.

In England also the citizens have

had a second experience this year
with the grip. The cable reports that
many people of noble birth have been
afflicted, which shows that the mal-
ady is no respector of persons. In

this regard the grip differs from
cholera, which confines its attention
chiefly to the very poor, except in
some particular instances which can
be accounted for. The reason for

this is that the cholera germ breeds
and thrives in filth, whereas the mi-
crobe of influenza, if the microbe the-
ory be adopted, requires nothing

but a dark, disagreeable state of
weather in order to develop to a con-

dition of irritating robustness. For
it must be remembered that the
healthier the microbe the less
healthy the individual who is acting

as its host. ' '\u25a0 :%.
The history of grip epidemics has

shown that the malady may be ex-
pected to arrive here a few weeks
after its appearance in Europe. On

the occasion when the grip first be-

came prominent, and was recognized
as a malignant and contagious dis-
ease, its course could be readily

traced clear around the earth. This
was 'in 1889. The weather during

the winter of 1889-'9O was remarkably

damp and disagreeable, and these

conditions accompanied the disease
closely on its globe-trotting expedi-

tion. It was not until the epidemic
reached Central Africa that it showed
any sign of letting up, and even
then it died" hard.

BAD WEATHER THE CAUSE.

The weather during November has

been particularly favorable to the
development of the grip microbes.
All of the necessary conditions have
prevailed. Warm and cold days have
alternated in a most confusing and
unexpected manner. There has been

a great deal of rain and dampness,

and the wind has, on the cold days,

been of a singularly penetrating
character. It is difficult for a per-
son who is subject to the disease to
protect himself against such a for-
midable combination. The results
are sure to appear, and we have had

sufficient . experience to know just

what they will be. There will be a
shivering, .-a sneezing, a coughing,

and, above all, a feeling of utter mis-
ery and nervous prostration.

It was not until about five years

ago that the grip was recognized in
this country as a disease deserving

an especial title in the list of ills

that afflict.mankind. Many declared
that it was only a bad cold, or a
form of pneumonia. But it has since
been shown that the grip is a malady

all by itself. While it is true that it
resembles a bad cold in many re-
spects, attacking the mucous mem-
branes of the nose, throat and
bronchial tubes, this is merely an in-
cident and not the -main feature.
The grip is, in fact, according to a
well-respected authority on throat
troubles, "to be regarded as a gener-
al or constitutional disease, of which
bronchitis is the local manifestation.
Like all epidemic diseases, this has
doubtless a special cause, and this
cause . is undoubtedly the atmos-
phere."

:
HOW DO MICROBES MOVE?

. While physicians are generally
agreed that the grip is caused by the
presence of certain microbes in the
atmosphere, they are by no means
sure how these microbes move from
one part of the world to the other.
It is particularly difficult to under-
stand how they can cross the At-
lantic ocean in the short' space of a J
week, unless it is assumed that they
are brought over on shipboard, like
cholera and other epidemic disease i
germs.
It is a circumstance deserving

some attention by those who are in-
terested in the microbe theory that. '
during every epidemic of influenza, i

a far greater number of persons are ,

attacked than during an epidemic of j
any other disease. Cholera, as has j
been pointed out, usually attacks
only those who, owing to the condi- j
tions of their lives, render them- j
selves peculiarly liable to Its influ- |
ences. Scarlet fever, typhoid fever '
and small-pox also attack a smaller
number of victims. To account for j
this it has been suggested that the j
Influenza microbe during an epidemic
is found in every part of the atmos-
phere and is not confined, like the
cholera microbe, to certain local-
ities. '-

That which might be expected to
followfrom this is just what actually
occurs. The rich and the poor,
strong and. weak, clean and unclean,
are all alike subject to influenza,
with, however, this important qual-
ification, that the disease i? not usual-
ly followed by fatal results except
when it attacks the aged and the
feeble. A perfectly healthy man,
in other words, though he may not
avoid catching the malady, need not
fear any ill consequences ifhe takes
care of 'himself properly. Among
human beings the grip is not so de-
structive of life as among some of
the lower animals. It Is reported

that in England the dlsec.se lias
found Its way to diffs, call* and
holies. In Kie* :iu»o of the do**"-" it

has had a mortality of 6 per cent; of
the cats, 24 per - cent, and of; the
horses a still larger per cent. - The
mortality among men is in general
due to complications with other" trou-
bles. •Of these capillary bronchitis
and pneumonia are particularly apt
to cause death. It is hardly neces-
sary to state that bronchitis and
pneumonia are .favored by the same
conditions that encourage influenza.

THE GERM THEORY^ \u0084-N7
I regard to the germ theory, it may

be said that this is .still .under- dis-
cussion. All• doctors and scientific
men are not agreed that the dis-
ease is caused by germs. There are, it
is true, pathologists who 'say. that
they have seen the. bacilli, of grip
and that they are able to propagate
them in certain "cultures." Others
(there are sure to be "others" in
any scientific question which cannot
be absolutely, answered beyond any
possibility of doubt), declare that
while the germ theory may be and
probably' is sound. It has not been
demonstrated.and -hence cannot rank
as a cold, hard fact. .-' '[\u25a0 \'-

Touching this subject of the cause ol
the grip, Dr. William M. Draper says:
"It seems evident that the determining
cause of this disease, whatever it may
be, is the one which spends Its force
primarily and directly upon the nervous
system. Its most serious results have,
as a rule, been observed In persons of
advanced years and in those who are
enfeebled by previous disease or intem-
perate habits. The relative. mortality
of the malady has, to be sure, not been
large, but when we consider, apart
from the mortalitywhich it has caused,
the vast sum of human energy that it
has destroyed and the check that ' it
has everywhere put upon the wheels of
human industry, its effect has indeed
been appalling."

There isone point about the gripwhich
does not serm to have attracted the at-
tention of physicians to any marked
degree. There- are certain fortunate
persons who appear to enjoy a singu-
lar immunity from its attacks. They
are not necessarily robust in health nor
particularly temperate in their habits,
nor of vigorous constitution. Many of
them are weakly and small. Yet, when-

i ever an epidemic comes along they are
I sure to escape. Such Individuals are

accustomed to regard their less fortu-
nate neighbors with a great deal of
surprise and they constitute largely the
class of scoffers who announce solemn-
ly that the grip is only a bad cold.

j They are unable to comprehend that it
I is something much different and de-
• cidedly worse.

SYMPTOMS OF GRIP.
The symptoms of the grip are various

and sometimes remarkable. One In-
teresting case, which occurred in Phil-
adelphia during the epidemic of 1893,
was that of a young woman. She was

j seized with the prostration which mdi!-
-! cates the approach of the disease, and
| in a day or two I the grip was fully

I developed. She suffered excruciating
| pain, and it seemed as though every
i nerve in her body had been exposed and
1 touched by hot irons. Opiates were ad-
j ministered in order to relieve the suf-
! fering, and when the disease had run

so far that pain was benumbed, then
I followed a remarkable reaction. "The
: sense of feeling," writes th? physician

I who attended the case, "and. in fact,

j every other sense were as completely
! overcome as in the' case of sleep. A
I part of her brain was active, as was
! evident from her muttering talk. The
\u25a0 will, judgment and reasoning faculties

were all benumbed, so to speak, and
I the young woman was almost literally
j in the condition of one who dreams.
! There was this difference— she could
: not be awakened, as the dreamer can."
j This trancelike condition lasted a .week.

The explanation is that the trances
| are caused by the poisoning of the
j blood, Which is one of the most dan-
; gerous results of the grip.- The first
j manifestation of, this poisoning is an
! attack on the nerve centers. If the at-
I tack were confined to the nerves in
| one locality, as, for instance, those of
i the face or the sciatic nerve, medical
i treatment could be applied with good

results. But it is impossible to give
such treatment when the entire nerv-
ous system has been brought under the
influence of the poison. : The only
treatment possible, then, is that which
deadens the pain by the use of opiates,
and when such suffering has passed
away in the course of the disease, to
allow nature to' begin its restorative
work, aided, by. such science as medi-
cine has at its command. The trance-

i like influence of this poison is not en-
| tirely gone until the poison itself ha»

been entirely eliminated from the sys-
tem.

A CURIOUS CASE.
Hysteria is also caused by the grip.

An interesting cure of a case of this
kind is on record in the medical jour-
nals. A woman was brought to the
hospital suffering from grip. On the
evening of her arrival she fell into a
state of hysteria, setting up from time

i to time a series of unearthly yells.
j The doctor studied her case with great

! thoroughness, and was of the opinion
I that grip had caused such weakness of
j the woman's will power as could only- be remedied by natural treatment. He
j prescribed a certain do;e, which was to
be taken every hour, and then left.

j Early the next morning he callled and
j found the patient very hysterical. He
j asked the nurse if the prescription had
been given as he directed, and when
told that it had, he said in a very loud
voice: "Then there is nothing for me
to do but go away and let her die."

The doctor left. The woman quickly
recovered from her hysteria, jumped

! out of bed and went home, declaring
that she was as well as anybody. The
doctor pronounced this one of the mys-
teries of the grip. '

Illaek Foxes in Maine.
Four black foxes from Alaska were

turned loose on Heron Island, Bothbay-, bay harbor; Me., a few days ago in anattempt to propagate these animals
there for their valuable fur. The spe-
cies is rare and the fur commands ahigh price. The four are all that
reached their destination of a band ol
fifteen that were shipped from Mask)
in September. Ten died on the voy-
age down to San Francisco, and one
other died before Chicago was reached.
The four that survived were In good
condition when turned loose on Heron
island. If the attempt to breed these
animals is successful nt that place.
other Maine islands will be stocked
with the specie--. :

A New Interior Department.

Bismarck Tribune,
Secretary Hoke Smith one evening

sat doubled up in his velvet arm chair,
swearing profusely, when Postmaster
General IVissell stepped Into the room.

"Official trouble. Hoke?" he queried,
pleasantly.

"Yes," responded Hoke. tersely,
reaching for the ginger bottle, which
stood beside a plaster oast, of Columbus
on tho centre table, "a little difficulty
in the interior department."

How He Mixed It.
Grand Forks Plain dealer.

A Minot man sent this rather inbred
order to his merchant recently: "Send
me a sack of flour. five pounds ofcoffee
and one pound of Ice. My wife gave
birth to a big baby boy last night, also
five punnet* of cornstarch, a screw
driver and a fly trap. It weighed ten
pound- and a straw hat.

Ili-iilum*-.Hie Dimcully.;
Truth.

Jinks— am always embarrassed when
I want to say the word v-a-s-e. I don't
know whether to say vaze, vace, .v.thz
or vavvse.

Blnks— You might take a hint from
our hired girl."She simply speaks of all
ornaments as "them there." .

In Chicago. , 1-*. *•\u25a0'

New • York World. -\u25a0

Willis— you believe in *,o-*onil mur-
riaessf : '---.

K:«ile- Thn.: >t*jp«ndff. '" What's' the
kltmattj from the -fl'-H? ' ' "•-"•-.•-*


