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IS I A WORLD OF MATTER?

Conjecture and investigation are still
busy with the wonderful phenomenon
recently discovered in connection with
the so-called X rays. With the facility
of a people who have become satad
with the novel, we have already accus-
tomed ourselves to the idea of
what, a few months ago, would
have appeared but an idle specula-
tion. The school boy today will tell

you glibly how the bony structure of
animals and the contents of purses and
heavy boxes may be photographed by

the light of the Crookes tube. Already
this has taken its place with the tele-
phone and the electric motor, having
scarcely had its allotted nine days of

wonderment.
sibilities

A whole army of pos-
behind it are emerging into
One set of professors declare that
they have already obtained similar re-
sults without the intervention of the
Crookes tube or the electric current, by
exposures to the rays of ordinary sun-
light or to calcium illumination. Tesla
tells us that it is probable that the
astonishing results obtained are not
due to any peculiarly 1)911et11atiw'e qual-
ity of the light rays themselves, but
that the impressions on the sensitized
plate may be created by the actual
impact of particles of matter which
have passed through the surrounding
which, striking upon its
outer covering, dislodge other particles
on the inner surface, as a stroke upon
the first of a row of balls arranged in
e straight line will leave all the rest
motionless while sending the last one
across«the table. Thus varied and in-
teresting are the explanations and the
new contingemncies which the advent of
the X rays has sent whirling through
the brain of science,

To those whose part it is to accept

view.

envelope; or

with meekness the revelations of the
laboratory there is one conclusion to
be drawn from these singular and un-
expected researches which far over-
shadows all others. This is the re-
vision which they make necessary of
the current idea of a world of matter,
Foliowing humbly in the train of
science, they who have held that the in-
tellect, actirtg only upon material fur-

nished by the senses, is the sole arbiter
of fact, have gone far upon the way of
materialism. Everything has been
weighed and measured; has been
brought within the apprehension of
or another of the senses. What-
ever was without these belonged to a
country of dreams and phantoms where
sense and science were aliens. Matter
and all itz combinations we have anal-
yvzed to a nicety; and, although no one
has been found bold enough to profess
that he had reached the last step, had
uncovered the base of that primordial
stuff’ out of which worlds and thoughts
alike are made, still the current qual-
ities of matter were catalogued with
a precision and a certainty that were
supposed to be final. Not yet had any
one reached to the secrets of the great
house of life. But all the avenues to it
were in the hands of the beleaguers,
and none could pass in or out save by
the five paths over which the senses
held their guard. And the testimony of
any one of these was ultimate and in-
disputable in its own domain,

Behold now, through another advance
of science, a revolution in the postu-
lates of science itself. Whatever we
may conclude about the nature or
source of the X rays, or about their
mechanical mode of operation, we are
face to face with phenomena that re-
quire a revision of our views of mat-
ter. It is not telepathy, but the skia-
graph that has confounded the learn-
ing of the wise. It is not a psychical
phenomenon, but a definite impression
upon a photographic plate that we have
to deal with, And in its presence we
find such words as ‘“opacity” and “im-
penetrability” either devoid of mean-
ing or requiring a wholly new interpre-
tation. Matter we know, or supposed
we did, and light we know. We had
formed our nice little theories about
the way that the vibrations which are
supposed to constitute light affect and
are affected by the various material
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, substances that we have analyzed and

catalogued. And here come a film of
paper and a bulb made luminous with
the vacuum’s aurora, and all our sys-
tems go tumbling. This matter of ours,
then, must have new and unclassified

qualities, In other words, we do not
know it at all. The light that streams
about us has properties as unguessed
at as the hidden ingredient of the at-
mosphere that had eluded .detection
until a few months ago. Either it can
pass through substances that were
supposed to cast it back like a bullet
from an armored casemate, or its im-
pact sends loose particles baeging from
the inner wall; in which case that solid
material substance softens and loosens
to the consistency of the handfuls cf
sand that children hurl at one another
in their play,

The further we pry into the consti-
tution of the universe, the more elusive
and phantasmic appears the substance
of “this too, too solid earth.,” We are
beginning, under the tuition of the X
rays, to see it as an aggregation of
rotating atoms, in which substance is
nothing and motion everything,. We
are losing sight of mass, and needing
to look only at directions and veloci-
ties. We are preparing next to revise
the creed of particles of some undis-
covered world-stuff in inconceivably
rapid motion, and to find motion only;
in a medium, and transmitted by and
through something, too tenuous and
imperceptible to be the sport of our
rude senses. The world resolves itself
again into that mass of whirling
nebulae out of which science has taught
us that it may have emerged; and all
the intermediate phases that we have
marked seem to have been but the
unsubstantial pageant of a dream,
Such is the tendency of the latest
scientific experiment and teaching;
away from the definite, into the void,
where mere energy leaps and toils not
through the stellar spaces. An age

watched with awed and religious fer-
vor to see if the spontaneous genera-
tion of life might not be discovered
within its stoppered vials, flames out
in the borealis streamers that bid us
wonder what will be left of matter
when the last veil is drawn aside.
From the beginning there have been
two great opposite tendencies in
thought; two bases for a speculative
philosophy., The one view saw the
world as a universe of matter, working

through cells of protoplasm, out of
whose combinations arose life and
mind and thought and soul, With it

lay the dogma that the physical organ-
izatlon of the man could transform a
cabbage, through the digestive proc-
ess, into a poem, by the operation of
the brain cells, The other school saw
only a universe of mind, with men and
beasts and all the other visions of the
eye and touch stalking about it like
pictures thrown from the slides of
some great stereopticon. Nothing but
life, the vital principle; thought, the cre-
ative impulse; soul, the immortal part,
were in the category of realities, To
it the world was subjective. All the
evidence of the senses was only the del-
icate deception that the mind wrought
for its pleasure; and existence, when
the riddle was solved, would sweep
away the material playthings and pict-
ure books that were well enough for
a race of beings in their infancy. With
varying fortunes these two theorles
have contested for mastery of the
field. It is long now since the sub-
jective philosophy of a Berkeley was
supposed to have been banished, and
the cold facts of science held undis-
puted sway with a material scepter.
Now comes another advance, and our
ideas of the visible and tangible must
be reformed, and matter and motion
show us new phases and properties
irreconcilable with the old. The cycle
has swept around agaln; and they to
whom the invisible universe has always
sent its messengers are asking whether,
after all, this is a world of matter or
a world of spirit. From the photo-
graphic lens and the electrode comes
a message akin to that of the poet who
told us that “we are such stuff as
dreams are made of.”
myriad mouths of molecules come the
prophecy and promise of life,
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MAY DO MUCH GOOD.
The union of St. Paul owners of real
estate in an association to promote
their own and public Interests is a

move that may be orL great benefit to |

them and to the city. Just at this
time there is a variety of questions in
the air in dealing with which
such an association as this should

have a large influence, By broad-
ening the basis of membersghip,
so as to make eligible any one

who holds title in his own name to any
piece of real property, the association
is made representative, and may be-
come virtually an assemblage of the
taxpayers of the city. It is perhaps
to some such body as this, established
as a permanent force in our public life,
rather than to any association organ-
ized on political or even on non-parti-
san principles, that we may have to
look for the greatest impetus given to
local reforms. Men are not long in-
sensible to that which touches them
in the pocket. The owners of St. Paul
property have a greater Stake than all
others in honest and economical gov-
ernment, and in the promotion of what-
ever will reduce local expenditure, and
it is high time that they make their
influence felt,

‘While the first meeting of the asso-
ciation considered chiefly, as was nat-
ural, the present condition and the
outlook of the real estate market, they
also devoted attention to such local
affairs as bear directly upon the bur-
dens of land and property in St. Paul.
They considered with favor the new
assessment which is now going forward,
and which promises to place values on
a relatively equal and just basis for
perhaps the first time in the history
of the city. What is still more impor-
tant, because it lies yet in the future,
is their advocacy of a consolidation
of the city and county governments.
This is the next hill that we have to
climb. There lies the only very large
saving thal we can accomplish in ex-
penditure without injuring the city or
impairing the efficiency of any depart-
ment of the public service. No one
will deny this now, or argue against
the change; yet it will be found when
the legislature meets, unless an active
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campaign has been carried on before-
hand, and candidates have been
pledged to *their duty, that consolida-
tion will be defeated in 1897 just as it
was in 1895. The occupants of sine-
cures and the politicians who want
more offices to distribute are dead set
against this reform If the association
of real estate ownegs take it up in
earnest, and back it with their formal
influence, it will be raised above de-
feat.

It is encouraging to find those most
largely interested in St. Paul real es-
tate taking so sensible and cheerful a
view of the situation. All are convinced
of what is unquestionably true, that,
while this city, in common with all
others in the country, has been passing
through the period of almost wunex-
ampled depression, it is now emerging
into the sunlight of prosperity. The

market prices of real estate here have.

not only felt the shrinkage from boom
valuations, but they have fallen so far
below actual values on any reasonable
computation that the time has now ar-
rived when an investment in real es-
tate is the most surely profitable that
any man can make, Such an oppor-
tunity is not long neglected. Capital,
in casting about for an occupation
that combines present security with a
reasonable assurance of future profit,
can find nothing today that at all ap-
proaches in either respect a purchase
of city real estate. This means that
a revival of activity, and at least a
partial restoration of prices, is immi-
nent, It will be promoted by such ac-
tion as this association has taken and
has indicated, First come such local
economy and reduction of municipal
as we have carried
through. Next in order will be a firm
and active real estate market once
more, :

i

WHAT THE NATION READS.

Elsewhere in our pages today will be
found an interesting computation con-
cerning the half-dozen books which
have been most read by the citizens
of this republic during the last six
months, A compilation of booksellers’
statistics shows that the volumes which
have had the largest sale in thirty-three
cities are: *“Beside the Bonnie Briar
Bush” and “Auld Lang Syne,” by Ian
Maclaren; “The Adventures of Captain
Horn,” by Frank Stockton; “My Lady
Nobody,” by Maarten Maartens; “A
Bachelor’s Christmas,” by Robert
Grant, and ‘“The Master,” by Zangwill,

This list i{s in its way a most reas-
suring sign of the times, It shows that
in literature as in politics you cannot
fool all of the people all the time,
The casual observer of life and letters
would have ventured the prediction un-
hesitatingly that the most prominent
books of the last six months belonged
in part to the “literature of gore,” and
in part to the neurotico-erotic class of
works, Scum has a way of rising to
the top, and the productions which
have gotten themselves most talked
about lately have belonged to one order
or the other, However, it seems that to
get talked about is not a guarantee
of the most extensive sales, Neither
Grant Allen and George Moore, nor yet
Anthony Hope and Weyman are found
on this list, which will repay analy-
sis.
Scottish stories which appeal strongly
to humanity’s finer feelings, and touch
the springs of emotion in every heart;
one humorous novel; one novel by a
writer whose ethical bent is his most
distinguishing characteristic; one vol-
ume of short stories compounded of
equal parts humor and sentiment, and
one lengthy and serious novel, which
is written sometimes ponderously, often
brilliantly, always earnestly, and which
endeavors to show candidly all the in-
fluences that went to the making-up
of a strenuous, hard-pressed life emerg-
ing late and hardly into a success which
was as much moral as artistic. These
are the books of the last six months,
and the lesson of their popularity
should be writ large that all who
write may read it. They indicate, per-
haps, that the claims of literary art
are not supreme in the eyes of our
reading public, but they show a demand
for the literature of human tenderness
and sympathy for healthful pathos, for
ethical seriousness and for humor. The
combination is auspiclous. While we
demand such qualities in our reading
matter, the country is still safe.

ABYSSINIA AND ARMENIA,

The decision of the English govern-
ment to offer assistance to Italy by
ordering an advence upon Dongola is
in sharp contrast with her refusal to
interfere in the Armenian trouble, It
brings into bold relief the criminal
cowardice of a nation which does not
hesitate to plunge into expensive mili-
tary operations against the brave and
warlike tribes of Northern Africa, but
will not strike a blow to succor a
Christian people harried mercilessly by
their Moslem oppressors. There is no
particular reason why England should
take a hand in the Abyssinian trouble,
or any disturbances that might grow
out of it, until her own outposts should
be attacked. Her occupancy of Egypt,
although understood by everybody to
be permanent, is still claimed to be
tentative, All that she pretends to
wish to do is to keep the peace. The
difficulty and enormous loss of sup-
pressing the last outbreak in the Sou-
dan, with its spread into Upper Egypt,
have not been forgotten. A rational
policy would seem to dictate that there
should be no attempt to stir again to
life the embers of that great conflagra-
tion marked by the siege of Khartoum
and the death of Gordon. Yet without
apparent provocation Great Britain is
ready to move in the old direction at
an unknown cost of men and treasure,

This is the proof that it was not the
ordinary perils of war that held her
hand from interference with the abom-
inable atrocities of the Turk. Where
there is one reason for her to resume
military operations in Africa, there
were a thousand why she should have
occupied Armenia and guaranteed the
safety of its people from a merciless
persecution. As between the two, the
world will feel far greater admiration
and sympathy for the brave Shoans,
who have been fighting in self-defense,

It contains two volumes of homely-
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and only repelled a foreign invasion of
their country, than with the degenerate
agents of the lewd and barbarous
Turk., But, while England sets her
military forces in operation to prevent
a further outburst of the flerce Jove
of independence gmo the peoples of
Africa, she leavés thg Christian Ar-
menians to thelvg fate, It is a frank
confession of the worst that has been
charged against her on account of her
position on the yaatern question,

A UNIVERSAL| BELLIGERENCY,

From 1893 to 1898 is Hut a short space
of time in the life of an individual,
hardly noticeabl !n"gat of a nation,
and yet between [the year of the con-
gress of nations|in Chicago, with its
beneficent purpogs of securing a uni-
versal peace, apd  today, with war
clouds hanging Al host every point
of the horizon, 'tﬁjaétual warfare in
many quarters, and -everywhere the
most astonishing outbreaks of a war
spirit, there is a space that might fill a
century. The White City of Peace is
being replaced with' the white fleets of
naval warfare, and everywhere, here
and abroad, public opinion seems to be
in an inflammable condition, ready to
burst into the red flames of war. Is
there anything “in the.theory of peri-
odicity of impulses? Are there cycles
of war as there are said to be of crimes
and of disease? Have the pzoples of
the world swung around to the point
where the impulse to brutality must
find vent in warfare?

How else account for this sudden
outburst of militarism? Why should
England be considering a budget that
proposes the expenditure by 1899 of
over a hundred millions on vesselg of
war? Why should the telegram of the
German emperor to the president of the
Transvaal republic be taken as a hos-
tile demonstration that warranted put-
ting the chammel fleet into Immediate
commission? Why, in response, was
there that outburst of war talk in the
German press? Why is Jameson hail-
ed by English crowds when he comes
home from Africa for trial for a das-
tardly assault on a friendly people, if
the war spirit is not abroad? Nor need
we go away from home. Read the de-
bates in congress. We have no concern
with the quarrels of nations. Our con-
gress should be debating revenue, finan-
cial and administrative questions, In-
stead of that the talk is of war and
preparation for it; of increasing navies
and building coast defenses, as 1if
war with some one was unavoidable,
See Italy going wild because her armies
were defeated in Abyssinia by people
whom Italians Impudently called “reb-
els,” but who are simply defending
thelr country against threatened con-
quest by an alien,

It is twenty-five years since Europe
felt the shock of battle. It is thirty-
one years since our struggle closed at
Appomattox., It measures the distance
between the close of the war of 1812
and the beginning of that of 1846, whose
spirit was not sated by the bloodshed
of the Mexican war and forced a re-
newal fourteen years later. The cycle
covers a longer space than ever. Are
the ill humors of the blood, curable only
by the phlebotomy of war, the fiercer
for the longer surcease of strife? As
the fields and timber increase in sus-
ceptibility to the spark as the drouth
endures, are men more prone to con-
tentions that are settled by battle the
longer peace prevails? How else can
this sudden bellicose condition be ac-
counted for? .

THE TRAMP AS A STUDY,

Generically the tramp is a member
of society who will mot earn a liveli-
hood by work. This definition is a broad
one, and includes the tramp at one ex-
treme who will not werk because his
wealth permits his natural inclination
to indulge itself,'and the tramp at the
other whose naturah/inclinatlon finds
means, independe{ht oi:z‘brlches, for self-
indulgence. The conventionalities pre-
clude the applicdtion 'of the term to
the wealthy loiterer and confine it to
the nlc}mlless men o'f the highways
and hedges, Who,:"as all who have fol-
lowed Josiah Flynt's interesting series
of articles will aﬁmlt, ‘is a unique fel-
low, with traits of his own; an anomaly
in a busy world, an exception to the
universal impulse to activity, and
a standing refutation of the primal
curse.

There are natural and artificial
tramps. Now and then there comes
into this busy world of ours a child
who “is born tired,” and who never
recovers from his weariness, He makes
the natural tramp. He shirks work
as a cat avoids water. Errands and
chores are the aversion of his boy-
hood, which he transfers, as he de-
velops, to manual labor of any kind.
He is a dullard in school, “a laggard in
love and a dastard in war;” he is a
sluggard always and a drunkard when
he can be. He embodies all the sinister
“ards.” The artificial tramp is a de-
generate, Born without the impulse
for work, a mixture of pride and ne-
cessity is the only spur that keeps him
in the industrial procession, Driven to
distasteful tasks, they are a drudgery
instead of a ‘pleasure., Some day he
“lost his job.” He tastes the luxury of
idleness and likes it,.,He seeks work
rather hoping he will not find it. Mon-
eyless, hunger compellg him to ask for
bread, at first under the guise of work,
later undisguisedly. When begging be-
gins, pride departs; anﬁ the sole motive
for work disappe%rs. ghe discovery is
made that he can live; without work-
ing. The philosophy dawns on him that
all he gets by work is ailiving, and why
work if he can gef it without. Through
these two sources come the nomads of
trampdom. s wHE

The tramp's view of ‘himself is more
lenient than the worl@’'s judgment of
him. Usually he'regards himself as a
worthy coll®ctor of a bad debt. Con-
vinced that the world owes him a liv-
ing, he duns the world ceaselessly for it.
Every day he presents his little bill for
liquidation, and takes the percentage
of payment doled out with protest that
payment in full is not made, He feels
himself a much-abused individual,
obliged to live scantily both as to food

and dress. while a rich debtor with-
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holds that which would enable him to
enjoy life in serene restfulness did he
but discharge fully and in one install-
ment his obligation., From another
view point the tramp regards him-
self as having a mission to demon-
strate the inaccuracy of the narrative
of that scene in the garden after the
first tramp had improvidently eaten
the apple, by showing that men can
live and get their daily bread without
the waste of a single drop of sweat of
brow.

Homeless, wifeless, childless, like the
mule, “with neither pride of ancestry
nor hope of posterity,” the type sur-
vives while the individuals perish. So-
ciety has always had the tramp with
it. Cosmopolite, he flourishes under
whatever forms soclety assumes. He
is equally at home under the despot,
whether he be a czar or a majority in
a republic. He adapts himself with
the ease of a man of the world to the
brake beams of a palace car or the
trucks of a freight car when he con-
descends to acept such aid in his pas-
sage from place to place, Simple in
his tastes, he rejects neither the dry
bread nor the leathery pie that charity
hands out of the back door to him.
And when the end comes he can say,
what so few can, that he has made
his life a success, for he has lived it
without work. Thus the tramp as a
study; as a problem he is quite another
matter,

THE TRAMP AS A PROBLEM,

Recently the good people of sundry
‘Wisconsin cities, pricked in their most
sensitive part, the pocket, by the fee
bills of officers incurred in arresting,
trying, jailing and boarding that peren-
nial of civilizations, thc tramp, held a
mass convention to sit on him, cor-
oner’'s jurywise, and consider what
should be done with him, Thrifty New
Englanders also, angered that there
should be any who did not earn their
daily bread by the sweat of their brows,
at once shocking their orthodoxy
and disturbing their frugality, have
been sitting on the tramp in mass
meetings, and in both sections there has
developed from these movements an
anti-tramp society, whose mission it is
to abolish him utterly, The fact that
the tramp is as old as civilization, that
he has remained after all others had
ceased being tramps, persisting in re-
taining his primeval simplicity of ex-
istence, and that all states of society
have wrestled with him and moved to
his extinction, have exhausted all their
ingenuity in the unavailing effort to rid
the world of him, does not deter these
good people from renewing the cam-
paign,

‘We have followed with some interest
the discussions of these meetings and
the remedies proposed. One might rea-
sonably expect that, in these days of
anti-toxin serums for the prevention
or cure of diseases both hereditary and
contagious, one might be discovered
for the cure of the bacteria that pro-
duce the tramp. But we find noth-
ing mnew in them. There 1is the
remedy of the whipping post; that the
stocks be resurrected, and that the
other problem of good roads be solved
or its solution attempted by putting
the tramps at work on them, This is
but threshing old straw. Every coun-
try that lays claim to being civilized
has had the tramp problem to crack
its wits on for centuries, and in spite
of the efforts made the tramp still
wends his careless way over the coun-
‘try, gaining a livelihood that, if to
others is precarious, is to him satis-
factory.

In spite of laws and ordinances the
type persists in being. Workhouses are
punitive, not remedial; and the tramp
serves out his time in them and goes
out into the world a more determined
and adroit evader of winning bread by
work than ever. The solution of the
problem lies not as much in enact-
ments punishing the offense against the
fundamental law of existence that he
who would eat must work, as it lies
in the hands of the housekeepers of
the land to apply at their kitchen doors,
The tramp exists merely because there
are people who will persist in feeding
him and bestowing on him the cast-off
clothing of the male members of the
family. Given food, clothing and the
shelter that is easily to be found, and
the encouragement and the means to
continue are provided.

the kitchen doors of society. As long
as they open to feed every vagrant who
knocks at them, so long we will have
the tramp with us, and no longer. Much
as he dislikes work, he fears starvation
more. When timidity, sentimentality,
mere good nature, misplaced pity, wast-
ed commiseration, get so that they
can slam the kitchen doors in the face
of the beggar, the tramp will become
obsolete. Why kitchen doors open to
pass out food to the suppliant is be-
cause it is thought that there are wor-
thy men, really seeking work, willing to
work and needing food, and it is im-
possible to distinguish the sham from
the real, the tramp from the unfortun-
ate. In the permutations of chance it
may be true that one:in a million of
these fellows is a worthy object of char-
ity. But the man who is really willing
and anxious to work need not, unless |
it be in time of unexampled national |
industrial distress, take to the road
to find it, nor the kitchen doors for his
food. If he cannot find work, he makes
it. He never degenerates into a tramp.

!
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WORKHOUSE AND REFORMATORY.

Among the best of the suggestions
contained in Mr. Lee's interview pub- |
lished in yesterday's Globe upon the |
work of the Minnesota reformatory, is
his statement that most of the pris-
oners who now go to the city work-
house should be sent to the state re-
formatory instead. This is particularly
true of a large class of those who may
be called habitual criminals., There are |
petty offenders known to the police
court of this city who never engage in
any crime or offense against the laws !
of the city or state desperate enough |
to warrant sending them to any of the |
state institutions; yet they reappearl
regularly in the bull pen, are as reg-
ularly sent out to Come, and return!

as liberated, These are the cases in

The cure, drastic ard radical. lies at |
| pieces are to escape through a failure

| more attention than congress,
| knows better what it wants,

to their unlawful occupations as soon l

18986.

which, as Mr. Lee says, society should
look less at the crime and more at the
criminal. Men of this sort have lost,
by coming- under the bane of the law,
the self-respect which alone kept them
from evil courses. They feel them-
selves separated from the rest of the
community by a badge of evil; consid-
er that, by their descent in the social
scale, they have acquired the right to
break the law whenever it can be done
with impunity., Acting along this low
level, they pass the remainder of their
lives alternating between periods of
freedom, in which they prey upon the
public, and periods of confinement at
the charge of the same public, which
have neither physical nor moral terrors
for them. ;

In all such cases as this the evil-
doer should be sent to a reformatory
where he can receive the only treat-
ment that is of any possible benefit to
him., What he needs is not confinement
for thirty, sixty or ninety days, at
labor not too hard, and comfortably
fed and housed, but a scientific course
of treatment for the crime habit, He is
as much a victim of disemse as a dipso-
maniac or the mildly insane, He re-
quires the sort of physical and moral
discipline that will stir to life in him
the rudiments of a sense of respon-
sibility to the community and to him-
self, Left to the operation of our or-
dinary criminal laws, he goes lower and
lower until he either breaks into fla-
grant offense or joinsg the ranks of the
pauper and the predatory tramp. Near-
ly all such persons are amenable to
right treatment. It is for them, as
well as for first offenders, that reform-
atory methods are designed, The law,
as it now stands, overlooks one of the
most difficult and yet the most impor-
tant departments of penology, and one
of the most necessary applications of
the rule that the final effort of society
must be the cure instead of the punish-
ment of the offender.

CULTURE “’HIVLE YOU WAIT,

The latest literary sacrilege is the in-
auguration of a series of “Penny Pop-
ular Novels,” in which, we are told, the
world’s masterpieces of fiction are to
appear, compressed into convenient
tablets for the vest pocket by the hand
of the Irrepressible Mr., Stead, who
thinks that he can do over Ivanhoe in
about thirty thousand words, “leaving
out nothing that is essential.”

Is it not time that somebody or-
ganized a syndicate to compress Mr.
Stead? If he could be judiciously
edited by some one who would prune
his redundancies with a lavish hand,
there might be enough left to make a
useful citizen. But so long as a man
who will spring such schemes upon a
defenseless public is permitted to be
abroad uncompressed, there is certain-
ly a screw loose in the universe. The
atrocious project is already a success,
for in January no less than 1,700,000
copies of the first five issues of the
series were printed, eighty_ tons of
paper being wasted in the melancholy
process. Mr, Stead might say that this
argues that he is meeting a long-felt
want, but it is impossible to blink the
fact that he is merely deceiving a class
of people incapable of judging their
own needs into the belief that the
thing he furnishes is the thing they
desire,

Undoubtedly there is a demand for
good literature at popular prices, and
the man who can furnish it will be do-
ing a great work, but it seems unnec-
essary to point out that Mr. Stead’s pa-
tent pabulum can hardly be literature.
A condensed masterpiece in literature
is as absurd a conception as a con-
densed painting. Art is not mocked,
and when the gentleman has finished
his knifing of masterpieces the resid-
uum will be dead and decaying, The
soul of a work of art will not survive
such surgery; and although Mr., Stead
may not know it, the soul of a good
book is precisely the one valuable thing
about it. Happily, thus far, the penny
novels have not trenched to a great
extent on the sacred ground which was
announced to be their province. The
series opened with “She,” which might
be condensed out of existence, leaving
literature unconscious that anything
had happened to it; but as “The Scar-
let Letter” is one of the early issues,
we cannot hope ‘that all the master-

to recognize what they are.

You can get a great many things by
dropping a nickel in the slot, but of
the fruit of the tree of knowledge a
man shall not eat unless he work, It
is as impossible that a taste for litera-
ture and the joys of it should be culti-
vated on condensed fiction as that the
palate of an epicure should be ac-
quired on a diet of food pills. Either
diet, we. take it, will produce dyspepsia,
and we hope Mr. Stead has duly con-
sidered what he will say at the judg-
ment to those 1,700,000 souls who will
arise to accuse him of having deprived
them of the birthright of a healthy ap-
petite,
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It would seem to be no more than

reasonable to expect that before a

| newspaper devotes a column of its ed-

itorial space to abuse of a public offi-
cial, it should make itself acquainted
with his name. The Pioneer Press has
been chasing Supervising Inspector
General Dumont up hill and down dale,
calling after him, “‘Come off, ‘Dupont! *
st oA e R B N !

It makes even McKinley nervous in

scanning the list of delegates already

| chosen to the St, Louis convention to

discover that fifty-one of them are un-
instructed.

The Kansas man who directed that
his paper be held a day that it might
record his death and get a ‘“scoop,”
lived and got what he deserved.

_-._.,__._*_ —

A delegation of Kickapoo and Otoe
Indians is in Washington. It attracts
and

The man who bought Blue Jay mining
stock on Friday at 27 cents a share
and sold it yesterday at four cents was
truly a blue jay.
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Of course there is no use mentioning
the fact that the present idol of the
American people, James Monroe, died
in abjeet poverty,

.m'

BRADLEY SAYS SO

OFFICIAL ORDER TO THE SHERIF®
TO KEEP ORDER AT FRANK-
FORT,

ENTER ASSEMBLY IF NEEDED,

ROTUNDA AND ROOMS TO BE KEPYP
CLEAR DURING JIONT SES-
SION.

‘NO SENATOR CHOSEN AS YET,

Quiet Close After the Stormy Weelp
Experienced by the Kentucky
Solons,

FRANKFORT, Ky., March 14.—Gov,
Bradley this evening issued his first
official order commanding the sgheriff
of this county to preserve order in the
capitol building, and if necessary to
enter the joint assembly at the re-
quest of the president, The order com-
mands the sheriff hereafter to clear tha
rotunda and keep persons out of it
and out of the cloak rooms of the sen-
ate and the house while the joint as-
sembly is In session, except Senator
Blackburn, members of the assembly
and constitutional officers. It also or-
ders the sheriff not to let any per-
sons enter either house except mems
bers and such other persons as the
president of the senate and speaker
of the house may indicate,

A resolution introduced in the senata
today to allow only members and con-
ventional officers on the floor will ba
adopted on Monday. As the rules of
the senate are the rules of the joint
assembly this will exclude James and
‘Walton, the expelled members, from
the floor, This seems likely to cause
trouble on Monday,

Gov. Bradley says he will not call an
extra session., The house passed the
necessary financial measures some tima
ago, and the senate has failed to pass
them. He says he will leave the re-
sponsibility with the senate if it does
not pass them.

NO ELECTION YET,

Carlisle Nominated in Kentucky and
His Name Greeted With Cheers.

FRANKFORT, Ky., March 14,—Sena-
tors James and Walton were on hand
early this morning and had no diffi-
culty in gailning access to the house
chamber, The chief of police and
sheriff with their assistants were on
hand as usual. Joint assembly con-
vened promptly at noon, and every-
thing passed off quietly. Senator Hay-
ward arose and declared that the pres-
ervation of the public credit requires
the maintenance of a sound currency,
and that he would cast his vote for a
man who favored these principles,
John G. Carlisle. The announcement
of his vote was greeted with cheers,
At the conclusion of the roll call of the
senate, Senator Debos asked for call
of absentees, and the Republicans then
voted for Boyle. Populist Poor voted
for Pettit. The ballot resulted: Black-
burn, 51; Carlisle, 14; Boyle, 65; Pedtrit,
1; Buckner, 1.

NO DOOR OPEN TO HER,

Mrs. Boisjoli Finds the World Very
Inheospitable.

Special to the Globe.

LITTLE FALLS, Minn.,, March 14.—
Mrs. Boisjoli, who was recently sent ta
Brainerd by the authorities of this
city and who was sent back here today,
was again sent to Brainerd. About
eight months ago her husband left her
in poor circumstances. She applied to
the city for aid and it was given her,
but later it was found she was not a
resident of this city, and was sent to
Green Prairie and Brainerd, and al-
ways shipped back here by the author-
ities of those cities. Mrs. Boisjoli has
been constantly traveling for the last
six menths, and if she is again sent
here from Brainerd the city will defend
itself by a law suit.
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Northwestern Patents,

Special to the Globe.

WASHINGTON, March 14.—List of patentg
issued this week to Northwestern inventors,
reported by T. D. Mervin, patent lawyer, 910,
911 and 912 Pioneer Bress Building, St, Paul,
Minn,, and Washington, D. C.:

Charles Benesh, Wahpeton, N. D., real for
harvesters and binders.; James C. Boyls,
Spokane, Wash., saluting device; Charles P.
Dole, Duluth, coal scoop or bucket; Grant J,
Grandpre, Chamberlain, S. D., tire tightenery
Hiram W. Hixon, Anaconda, Mont., roasting,
smelting and converting plant; Henry H,
Kryger, Minneapolis, electric snow plow; Ed.
win C. Washburn, Minneapolis, car couplingf
Arthur J. Wooding, Park Rapids, door opener.
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Had a Boston Record,

BOSTON, Mass., March 14.—Fred Stebbins,
one of the most clever forgers in the coun-
try, who last December swindled the San
Francisco bank out of $20,000 by means of
a forged draft, and who was arrested in St.
Paul, Minn., lately, has a Boston record.
He was arrested here on Feb. 1, 1895, by
Chief Inspector Watts and Inspectors Ger-
raughty and Houghton before he had time to
perfect a plan to swindle Boston banks. The
chief compelled him to get out of town,
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Diplomat Dead.

TERRE HAUTE, Ind., March 14. — Col.
Thomas H. Nelson died here this morning.
He has been a conspicuous leader in polities
for over half a century. He was minister
from this country to Chile, and took an
actlve part as mediator between Chile and
Spain in the war of 1864-6. From 1889 to
1872 he was envoy from this country to
Mexico.

et
Still in Ohio.

CINCINNATI, March 14.—This was the day
set for the hearing by the circuit court of
the appeal from Judge Buchwalter's decision
remanding Scott Jackson and A. M. Walli
to Kentucky to answer for the murder
Pearl Bryan. The arguments were con-
cluded and the court adjourned. The final
decision of the court will be announced Mon-
day.

| ———
Bunco King Sentenced.

PARIS, March 14.—Thomas O’'Brien, the
American bunco steerer, who shot and killed
“Kid Waddell, another American crook on
March 27 last, was sentenced today to penal
servitude for life. O'Brien was a notorious
swindler, and had earned the title of ‘“The
Bunco King."”
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He Bought Biue Jay,

DENVER, Col.,, March 14.—J. H. Royer, &
member of the Colorado mining exchange,
who bought Blue Jay stock heavily yesterday
on the rise, failed to meet his obligations be-
fore the call today. The stock which sold
yvesterday as high as 27 cents a share, was
bid in today at 4 cents.

Salaries Not Fees.

WASHINGTON, March 14.—The senate com-
mittee on judiciary was in continuous session
all day today on the proposition to pay sal-
aries instead of allowing fees to the officers of
federal courts, The committee will recom-
mend the change, but will make several
amendments to the bill as it comes to them
from the house.
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To Investigate Annuities,

WASHINGTON, March 14.—The secretary
of the interior has appointed George V, Scott,
of Rosedale, Miss., a commissioner to inves-
tigate the annuity rolls of the Page Indiam
nation, vice C., E. Bloodgood, of Catskill, N,
Y., declined.
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The Peach Crop Alreay.

GUTHRIE, 0. T., March 14,—A heavy hal
storm has been followed here by a downpour
of sleet, which will do great damage to
peaches and apricots, which are in bloom all
over the territory, and ruin early vegeta-
bles.
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Bank Clearings.

NEW YORK, March 14,—Cleari ko 68Tem
720: balances. $5.224 229, e P
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