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IBEAUTIFUL NORTH OAKS, m I
9 • • • • Mr. J. J. Hill's Dairy and Stock Farm. W

Among the many delightful drives

about the environs of the city, few, if
any, present greater attractions than

the cen-mile jaunt out Rice street,

which brings up at the entrance gate

to North Oaks, J. J. Hill's dairy and
stock farm. The road, though of con-
stant ascent, is of easy grade and gen-
erally well made. The directness of
the route, lying, as it does, along the
north and south section lines, is robbed
of any semblance of sameness or mo-

notony by the constantly changing,

but uniformly beautiful, scenery of
the district through which it passes,
as well as by its comparative shortness;

and along it, here and there, are in-
viting little byways, touching its sides
at brief distances, which may be tak-

*en, as they wind through woodland
and skirt lakeside for a space, then
return to the main highway to diverge

again at frequent points beyond.
Leaving the clamorous pavement

three miles out from the city's center,

the carriage wheels roll out over the
gentle, soundless country road. The
carts and drays of commerce are no

the soil, of large margins ofrich mea-
dow land;:, abundant in grasses, which
the receding waters have uncovered
along the lake shores. This year, ow-
ing to the wet nature of the season,

the lakes are all at high stage.

While there is a very considerable
portion of the land under cultivation
upon which the necessary fodder for
the stock and vegetable supplies for
the farm are raised, by far the greater

part of North Oaks is devoted to
pasturage. The pastures are of wide
extent and the cattle thrive wonder-
fully in their open and airy ranges.

A goodly growth of fair timber, chiefly

oak, from which the farm takes its
name, affords ample shade and shelter
for the stock and fuel for the farm.
The pastures, notwithstanding their
large area, as well as the fields and
yards about the farm, are all en-

closed with pine panel fences, in which
not a broken board or sagging post
may be seen. They are amply pro-
vided with trim-hung gates and stout
stiles, and there is therefore no need
of open sections or other unsightly
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longer with us to obstruct and render
intricate the way, and other vehicles

are few and far between. The rush-
ing street cars, perilous to our inex-
pert driving, have been left behind.
There are no children to be run over,

and no bicycle scorchers to dodge, for
the acclivity of the way, easy to horse,

Is death to. pedalists: so we feel the
calm of confidence stealing over us
B.S we pursue our journey, and the
reins are held with steadier hands
end controlled by firmer nerves.

A mile further out we pass McCar-
ron, a gem of lakelets lying on the left

of the road and enclosed by hills of
green and gentle slope dotted with
pretty villas. We are advancing over
constantly rising ground, and soon
Sight the tiny village of St. Johns
city, or "Little Canada," as It is more
generally called, with the spire of its
neat church piercing the sunny, cloud-
less sky. At a like distance ahead lies
Lake Owasso, its blue beauty glim-
mering through the trees, and its spark-
ling waters washing the left of the
road.

Almost opposite Owasso, Vadnais
Spreads its crystal mirror of a thous-

and acres, and above the surfaces of
both lakes the leaping fish toss dia-

mond drops from their fins. Now fol-
lows a chain of lesser lakes, which
we drop link by link until we reach
the end of the highway, and, passing
through an arched gateway, drive
along the broad avenues of North
Oaks. We rein up a half mile beyond
in front of magnificent buildings,
which are surrounded by the five
thousand acres of North Oaks, near
the center of which lies Pleasant lake,
a body of water five miles in circum-
ference, with nearly two square miles
of superficial area.

Mr. Hill's farm occupies a site of con-
siderable elevation over the surround-
ing country, being of even higher alti-
tude than that of White Bear, which
lies five miles to the east. Its area ex-

lends into two townships, White Bear
End Mound's View. The surface of the

places of passage. And here, it may

be said, that this neatness and orderly
condition is a characteristic of every-
thing about North Oal'.o, which must
strike the most casual observer. There
Is a place for everything and every-
thing is in it. On the occasion of my
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visit there last week, I saw not so
much as a shingle nail astray, and
contrasting these conditions with those
at other farms I knew of, where the
soil about the door yard is sown thick
with bolts and nuts, sickle teeth and
harrow teeth, clevises and clevis pins,

and countless other appurtenances of

farm implements and machinery;

Of the latter, the first to be reached
on the way in is the office building, one
of the few small structures oa the
place. It is first of the row to th« left.
Here the accounts of the farm are
kept, and its general management di-
rected by S. J. Hutchinson, who has
recently taken charge as Mr. Hill's
manager. Next the office are the sta-
bles, a building 60 feet front by 150
feet deep, and of proportionate height.
It, as well as the rest of the North
Oaks buildings, wears a coat of the
proverbial farm red, with white trim-
mings. With Intervals for yard room
between, other buildings follow in due

order. There is a long one-story brick
for hogs, and in its rear are two im-
mense frame hog-pen buildings, where
Mr. Hill's 400 Berkshires, the haut ton

of pigdom, dwell. The pens are large,

and the sides and ends of the rear
buildings have wide openings, allowing
free and plentiful circulation of air.
The brick is also fully provided with
ventilating apertures.

One of the best structures on the
place is the barn for horses, which
occupies the further end of the left
row. It is 100 feet wide and 200 feet
deep, with a height to correspond. It
is arranged in two stories. The first,

or ground floor, is taken up by the
stalls, of which there are over a hund-
red, single and double, besides a score
of stall rooms for brood mares and
their foals. The stalls, walls and ceil-
ing bear fresh coats of whitewash,

everything is scrupulously clean, and
the air is as fresh and pure and free
from stable odors as It is on the hill
tops. The second floor holds the hay

loft, fodder rooms, oat bins, etc. In
a wing at the other side is the feed
room, where the diet for 165 horses is
prepared daily. The feed is a mixture
in due proportions of bran, ground
oats and chopped hay, a healthful and
economical method of preparing and
administering it. Necessary machin-
ery for its preparation is here, and
is operated by a long shaft extending

under ground from the engine house,
twenty rods distant. The stock in the

barn is very fine, and includes several
beat Uful Cleveland bay brood mares.

Over the way 13 the domain of the
dairy and its milkyherd. At the north
end of the two-acre cowyard a shed
opens to the south. It is several hun-
dred feet long and accommodates at
present 110 milking cows. Next to
the shed on the north is a large brick
cow house. Its roof is pierced at fre-
quent intervals with large ventilators,
and here, as everywhere, cleanliness
reigns. The dairy building proper,
which stands at a distance of several
rods, is also brick, with tiled floor and

cemented walls and ceiling. It has all
the furnishings of a first-class dairy,
and the daily churnings at present
amount to seventy or eighty pounds of
choice butter. A large and well-stocked
ice house stands near by. The churn-
ing is done by steam power, furnished
through an underground shaft, which
runs from the distant engine room.

Other structures of note in the group
are the engine house, heretofore men-
tioned, a large granary, a water tower
of 2,000 barrels capacity, which stands
from 40 to 60 feet high and furnishes
water to all the buildings, being sup-
plied by force pump from a second en-
gine house situated near the lake
shore; and finally the dwelling house
of Eric Ericsson, the foreman at North
Oaks, and his twenty-four men, where
we had an excellent and well-served
dinner. Mr.Erlcsson has been at North
Oaks since its opening, about twelve
years, and is familiar with every de-
tail pertaining to his charge. Through
his courtesy as well as that of Man-
ager Hutchinson, our visit was made
entertaining and instructive.
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land is varied, abounding in hills,
slopes and meadows. The soil upon the
higher ground is quite sandy, though

excellent for corn and other growths,
requiring little moisture. The low
lands, however, are richer and abund-
antly watered by no less than eight
lakes, of which Pleasant is the most
considerable. The others are named
Long, Charles, Deep, Wilkinson, Black,
Tamarack and Gilfillan. All of these
lakes, as well as others mentioned
above, are included in the St. Paul
water works system, and are con-
nected by its supply pipes. The pump-
ing station, by means of which water
from Rice lake, in Anoka county, is
drawn, is situated near the northwest
shore of Pleasant lake, into which the
water so drawn is discharged. Rome
recession of the lake waters from this
draft upon them Is noticeable, but, so
far, of extent only to be of little cr
no detriment to the lakes themselves,
while there is, on the other hand, a
compensation through accretions to

where the plowshare rusts for seasons
in the last furrow it has turned, and
the mower's wheels take root where
the last swath fell before Its blade;
where tidiness is a stranger and thrift
an alien, incomes scant and incum-
brances plenty, I conceived that North
Oaks holds for the owners and operat-
ors of such unkempt premises an ob-
ject lesson worthy of serious and
thoughtful study.

There are over a score of buildings
at North Oaks, all of good style and
thoroughly adapted to their respective
uses. Though neat in appearance, and
of imposing size, the ornamental in
their architecture has been subordi-
nated to the practical. They are
grouped along the southwest slCe of
Pleasant lake, and arranged along the
sides of an avenue 200 feet wide, which
is built and kept with the precision and
care of a race course. Near the main
entrance gate is the story-and-a-half
cottage of the farm gardener, the other
buildings lying more to the interior.

Mr. Hill's North Oaks home, or resi-
dence, stands on the lake front, about
a mile east of the farm buildings. The
structure is large and commodious, but
unpretentious in style, and built rath-
er for comfort than ornament. Here
Mr. Hill and his family are accustomed
to spend the greater part of the sum-
mer, far from cities and railroads and
business cares pertaining to them, for
I doubt if even so momentous a mat-
ter as the Northern Pacific adjustment
or the equally important affairs of the
Great Northern dare intrude upon the
tranquillityof this peaceful place. The
nearest railroad is two miles distant,
and it is unlikely that any nearer ap-
proach to North Oaks will be made
by it or its like for a long time to
come.

Near the residence stands an object
of more than passing Interest. It is a
large hot-house of glass, under the
panes of which California grapes, green
and red, grow and ripen in the summer
sun. A productive vineyard of an acre
in extent adjoins it, from whose vines
grapes of the Delaware variety de-
pend in luscious bunches every fail.
These premises are fenced west and
south with a thriving growth of the
evergreen balsam and spruce, lend-
ing pleasing variety to the native oaks
which rear their rugged trunks on all
sides.

On the grassy slopes of hills, distant,
but still within the wide domain of
North Oaks, 2,000 fleecy sheep are feed-
ing. Not within view, but still there,
for so Eric Ericsson tells us, and he
knows, a herd of that once plentiful,
but now rare, bovine of the Western
plains, the buffalo, is ranging up and
down, its members scouring their shag-
gy sides against the rough oak bark

and feeding fat upon tha North Oaks
verdure. An old patriarch ot the herd,
v.'ith two or three companions, are,
however, housed in the sheds back
there, and we get a view of them on
our return

Pleasant lake! Well and appropri-
ately named Is this beautiful body of
water, with its five mile girth of bou-
levarded roadway and Its woody island,
which shows like an emerald gem in
a diamond setting, for the trees and
grass are green to vividness, and the
dancing waters glint and sparkle
around It. The island's forty acres
is the abiding place of a herd of heavy-

horned elk, sixteen in number, their
fawn color and stately shapes show-
ing clear cut against the verdant back-
ground. They share their habitat with
several of their more lithesome cous-
ins, the red deer, of whom four came
down to drmk and peer Into nature's
limpid mirror at the reflection of their
graceful forms as we turn to go.

The day had been a dry and windy
one. Suddenly across the lake a cloud
of whirling smoke was descried. Eric

Ericsson announces "woods on fire,"
and hastens with his ready crew to the
rescue. Deprived by this emergency

of our guide and chaperon, we moved
reluctantly toward the stables for our
team. We disliked to leave so fair
a scene and such pleasant surround-

Eric EricssoJV*

Ings; and, moreover, we were troubled
In mind o/er the problem of "hitch-
ing up." Mr. Hutchinson was at the
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stables, however, and called the hostler
to get out our carriage for us, and
thereby saved complications. It is
harrowing to contemplate what, but
for this kindly aid, might have been
the witnesses against us in wreckage

strewn along the highway had we at-
tempted to return with a misfit har-
ness in a tortuous tangle and the off
horse on the nigh side. But that cat-
astrophy was avoided. The return
was down grade, and speedily and
safely made.

With the memory of this visit fresh
upon me, I have endeavored to sketch
here a hurried picture of North Oaks,
with its beauties and points of excel-
lence; but as I glance over what has
been written, I am brought to realize
that the portrait falls far short of the
reality, and that It may well be said
in closing that "the half hath not been
told." —C- J- W.

Four Bulleta In Him.
Mexican Herald.

Salud de picaro—that Is, the health of a
rogue, has passed into a proverb, and it is

THE COWS COMING HOME AT MIGHT,

exemplifled in the case of a man the Herald
mentioned several weeks ago. He was con-
demned to death in Guanajuato for stealing
a can of petroleum, and was actually led out
and shot, three bullets penetrating his body,
and the coup de grace was then given him,
just to make sure, fortunately for him, with a
rifle. When the firing squad marched off
the fellow got up and ran away with all that
lead about his person! He came to Mexico,
and is at the San Pablo hospital, where he
stands an excellent chance of getting well.
Naturally, he strenuously objects to return-
ing to Guanajuato, as his constitution might
not stand another such a strain. And it does
not seem fair to shoot a man after he is le-
gally dead for so small a matter as a can of
oil.

WORKING THE ROADS.

Arduous Labor Performed By the
Virginians.

Washington Star.
"I have just returned from South-

western Virginia," said a Washing-
tonian to a Star reporter.

"What did you see of Interest?"
"I saw them work the roads," was

the reply. "Riding along, I noticed a
group of men. Each had a gun, and
by the roadside, half hidden in a clump
of bushes, was a jug of whisky. They
were shooting at a target Improvised
out of a tin can. There were two
road scrapers, upon which games of
seven-up were in progress. 'Having a
picnic, boys?' I asked.

" 'Naw,' said one of the men, 'we're
workin' the roads. Got to do it three
days every year. This air our last day,
an' I'm nigh a dollar loser. One mo'
day an' I'll ketch up.'

Then I rode on over the rocky road
and meditated.
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JIEW SHAH OF PERSIA
MUCH LESS LIBERAL AND ENLIGHT-

ENED THAN HIS PREDECES-
SOR.

GREAT RELIGIOUS FANATIC.

HAS NEVER BEEN BEYOND THE
BORDER OF THE REALM HE

RILES.

CLOUDS GATHER ABOUT IZIiU.

ItIa Said He Mar Have Trouble With

Hla Turbulent Elder

Brother.

Muzaffer-ed-Dln Is the name of the new shah
of Persia. He la the second son of Nasr-ed-
Dln, who was recently assassinated. The new
ruler of the Empire of the Sun is forty-three
years old, and up to the time of the death of
his father held the office of governor of Ta-
briz.

It is a rough road, however, that Muzaffer
will have to travel before he will be allowed
to reign peacefully at Teheran. In the first
place, he will have to subdue his elder broth-
er, Zil-es-Sultan, a turbulent fellow, who has
for years fostered an ambition to be shah
himself, and who would not hesitate at kill-
ing off any number of his immediate relatives
to accomplish that result. It is even thought
that he had a hand in the removal of the late
shah, and ifhe did, it Is evident that his plans
for seizing the government were matured, for
he knew years ago that Muzaffer had been
cbcsen to succeed his father.

The rule of primogeniture does not hold in
Persia. The late czar had five sons, and as
many as fifteen daughters. The girls are all
married to Persian noblemen. Of the sons,
Muzaffer was selected instead of the eldest,
whose name, Zil-es-Sultan, means Shadow of
the Kingdom, because the latter was the off-
spring of one of the plebeian wives of Nasr-ed-
Dln, while Muzaffer's mother was a woman of
noble birth. Many years ago the second son
was designated as the successor to the throne,
and was recognized as such by all the leading
powers in Europe. This act did not encourage
Prince Mirza, as Zil-es-Sultan is called. He
has long been governor of Ispahan, and has
always held to the idea that a public office Is a
private snap, for he has become Immensely

wealthy. At one time he had collected In his
province a standing army almost as big as
the shah's, but in 1890 his father, fearing that
his son was preparing to start a revolt, re-
called him to Teheran, scattered his army and
only allowed him to return to his province

after he had put hfm under such heavy trib-
ute that his wealth was sure to be diminished.

Muzaffer also had trouble with his father
recently about money matters, but It was nut
of a serious nature. The new shah is not
very well known outside of Persia. It has
been reported that he Is weak-minded, but this
has been disputed by men who have seen him.
He does have, however, the reputation of be-ing a drunkard, a gambler and a religious
fanatic, but these are traits that are notwholly unusual In Persian rulers. It Is said
that he is entirely In the hands of the mostbigoted section of the Shlite priesthood. .
religion is a sort nf radical Mohammedanism.

There Is no doubt about his sympathies be-ing with the Russian partisans and against
those who are Inclined to be friendly to Eng-
land. This means that he will be less liberal
than his father. In fact, he knows almost
nothing about Western civilization, having
never been out of Persia. He has not even
been permitted to visit Teheran, where some
few modern inventions have been adopted,
such as the telegraph and the electric light!
He has lived shut up In his palace at Tabriz,
aloof from all contact with the outside world!
and it may be expected that he will prove a
very different monarch from the one whom
he succeeds.

In may respects the late Nasr-ed-Dln was
worthy to rule the country of Darius and
Xerxes. He was made shah when but a boy
of 19. He was surrounded by a set of cor-
rupt and thievish ministers, who advised him
badly, but he soon got his eyes opened, and
became the most enlightened ruler that the
ancient empire has had for centuries. He
made several trips to Europe, and in leaving
his empire did what no previous shah had
dared to do for ages. After returning from
each Journey he made reforms and introduced
Borne enlightened custom or modern invention.

Of couro he could be called a civilized
ruler only in comparison with some of hispredecessor*. In introducing the telegraphfor Instance, his method of overcoming thefanatical objections of bis subjects wassomewhat abrupt and cruel. The Persiansobjected to the poles and wires, and amused
themselves by chopping down the poles andshooting away the glass Insulators. The shahissued an edict forbidding these practices,
but it was not obeyed. Then he sent outhis officials to catch the offenders, withorders to bury them alive at the foot of themutilated poles. It Is said that within six
months after this royal mandate had b~ nIssued every telegraph pole in Persia wasmarked by a grinning skull at Its base. Butthe linemen had less work to do, and nowthe telegraph is regarded with awe through-
out the land. _

s . P . Sc henck.

FOR AGES

Animal Matter May Be Preserved
By Freezing.

Answers.

trt tTZr *cientlst- during his recenttrip to Alaska, secured a bit of mam-m,(ith^/at fr°m the actual adipose tis-sue of an animal that had been deadror tens of thousands of years
Bodies of mammoths in a fresh state

?» VL <TnJ^ S UP from tlme tf> timeIn Arctic Sibera, preserved in naturalcold storage since a period probablyantedating the first appearance of manon the earth. That Is an old story, butH!f J 3 Jhe first kno«'n instance in
which the soft parts of a beast of thisspecies have been found on the Amer-
ican continent. It is easy to imagine
scientific interest attaching to the dis-covery.

Ages ago this mammoth died, under
such circumstances that its corpse was
burled in mud. At that time there was
a great and permanent change ia tem-
perature of circumpolar regions. The
climate had been subtropical; it sudden-
ly became frigid. The' mammoths were
literally "frozen out," the last of thespecies perishing of cold. This partic-
ular individual, frozen in a bank ofclay, had every prospect of "keeping"
for an indefinite period.
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