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GREAT MAIL CENTER

FIFTY-TWO RAILWAY POSTOF=-
FICES ARRIVE AT AND LEAVE
ST. PAUL DAILY.

HOW THEY ARE DESIGNATED.

HUNDREDS OF CLERKS REQUIRED
TO HANDLE THE MOUNTAINS
OF MAIL,

niG REEHIVES ON WHEELS.

Men Convert Themselves Into Mov-
ing Cyclopedias of Geography

for $1,300 a Year.

The high degree of efficiency, appar-

ently almost realizing perfection, that
has been attained in the transmission
of mail matter is universally recog-
nized, and the subject of frequent com-

ment. Little, however, is known by
the general public of the inner work-
ings of the system that constitutes
the most important and complicated
machinery of the postoffice department,
The average individual is satisfied to
accept the fact that his daily paper
or business correspondence reaches
him at the earliest possible moment,
and while he may, and usually does
possess a feeling that there is some-
thing marvelous in the promptness
and accuracy with which the daily
and hourly delivery of messages is
made to the waiting millions, he re-
gards the modus operandi as one of
the mysteries that is past solving.
Those whose curiosity or interests
have led them to give more than a

he has passed with the percentage of
correctness in each, disobedience or vio-
lation of orders, and every circum-
stance either creditable or otherwise
to the employe is carefully noted. Com-
plaints from every imaginable source
are a daily occurrence. Every missent
paper or letter, every belated train |
causing a missed connection and in- |
volving a delay of even a few hours
is sufficient excuse for the individual |
affected to rail about paying a postage |
tax for an inefficient service. The most |
careful Investigation follows in every
instance and, if the responsibilty can be

located, the offender is properly dis-
ciplined.
After all, the superintendent’s office |

{s but the motive power that propels
the railway mail service. The real

machine consists of the 533 men who |
are designated as railway postal clerks.
On every line of railroad, in every state
and territory of the division, are these |
missionaries spreading broadcast the
messages from the business and social
world. Of the entire number thus em-
ployed, however, 219 begin and end
their runs in the Twin Citleg, and the
most of them reside in St. Paul, on ac-
count of that being the division head-
quarters. Fifty-two trains designated |
as railway postoffices arrive at and |
leave St. Paul daily. In addition to |
these nearly as many express trains |
carry closed pouches dispatched by the
St. Paul and Minneapolis offices. The
bulk of the mail, however, is carried
by the trains upon which service Is per-
formed by clerks in mail cars. Each of
these railway postoffices is designated
by a title indicating its initial and ter-
minal point, and these names are as
familiar to the mail service men as
the various railroad systems are to the
general public. Thus the fast mail
route of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul is known as the Chicago and Min-
neapolis railway postoffice; the coast
train on the Great Northern as the St.
Paul and Minot; the Northern Pacific |
as the St. Paul and Helena, and the

A MODERN

MAIL CAR.

zursory attention to the subject, have
Pad revealed to them a most fascinat-
ing and comprehensive study in inves-
tigating the means that has wrought
such wonderful results.

The medium that has enabled this
country to produce what is conceded
to be the model postal system of the

globe is designated as the rallway
mail service, and this branch of his
jurisdiction was well termed by Post-
master General Wanamaker as ‘the

gtrong right arm of the postoilice de-

partment.” This feature of the postal
gervice is under the management of a )
general superintendent at Washington,
At present that position is held by |
Capt. James E. White, who was one

of the originators of the idea of con-

ducting the distribution of mails in
transit, and who has filled success-
ively every position in the service,

from that of railway postal clerk up-
ward, until his final elevation to the
general superintendency. For conven-
ience the malil service of the entire
country iIs divided into eleven divisions,
each one of which has a superintend-
ent.

St. Paul is the headquarters of the
Tenth division.
Robert H. Barclay, and his territory
comprises the states of Minnesota, Wis-
consin, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Montana and the northern peninsula
of Michigan. The office force in St.
Paul consists, besides Mr. Barclay, of
Assistant Superintendent J. Stearns
Smith, Chief Clerks Bradford, Fishel,
Jadigan and Woulfe, record clerks,
gapply clerks, stenographers, ete. Mil-
waukee, Chicago and Helena have
each a chief clerk, who makes report
to the St. Paul office. All of the rooms
on the Seventh floor of the
bank building are occupied by these
officials, who have charge of interests
more vast than any railroad corpora-
tion, express company or business firm.
They
postal clerks, who perform service over
21,000 miles of raillroad, employing 62
whole cars and 215 half or apartment
cars. Instructions to and reports from
the mall clerks cover reams of paper
each week., Every irregularity, wheth-
er in the receipt or dispatch of mails,

GEN. SUPT. WHITE,

running of trains, supplying vacancies
in crews, railroad accidents, or from
whatever cause, must receive instant
attention. A daily record is kept of
the number of letters, papers and reg-
istered pieces handled by all the clerks
in the division as ascertained from
their trip reports. The enormous char-
acter of this work, as well as the vast-
ness of the volume of mail matter in
transit, can be gathered from the fol-
Jowing summary of the business of the
past year in the Tenth division only:

Number of letter packages
Total number of letters ............ 435, 30\,-’0
Number of paper sacks ............ 2,798,734
Total number of pieces in paper

S rr i | i o e MRS R AR 419,810,100
Total number of both letters and

papers handled during year --865,118, Oo

Number of registered packages ....
Number of registered pouches ......
Inner registered sacks

The record of each clerk is also kept
ijn such a manner that reference can
be made to it and his standing deter-
mined instantly. The errors made in his
distribution, number of examinatlons

The superintendent is |

Germania |

have direct supervision of 533 |
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west division of the Omaha as the Min-
neapolis and Council Bluffs.

The important mail trains leave St.
Paul either in the afternoon or in the
evening, as a rule, and for hours be- |
fore thelr departure the clerks can be |
seen busily at work in thelr respective |
cars at the lower end of the union de-
pot sheds. The newspaper reader whn)

| has heretofore had an idea that a rail-

way postal clerk’s occupation was an
easy and cleanly one will be speedily
undeceived if he could wlitness the
scene here presented and could secure

admission to one of these veritable bee- |

hives on wheels, which privilege, how-

ROBERT H. BARCLAY,
Superintendent Tenth Division.

ever, is denied to all except the clerks
on duty. One who has been there,
however, will endeavor to impart his
experiences So clearly that a mental
view can be obtained of what is trans-
piring on the Interior. Let us, for ex-
ample, select this car destined for
Council Bluffs, To. It is but 2 o’clock
in the afternoon, and the train does not
leave untii 8 p. m., but nevertheless
four clerks are already at work, and
apparently have enough to do. One
entire end of the car is occupied by the
letter case. This contains several hun-
dreds of pigeon-holes labeled with the
names of the offices on this route, the
principal cities in the states for which
a distribution is made and the railway
postoffices therein. The clerk in
charge informs us that on the south-
bound trip he “works” the states of
Minnesota, South Dakota, Iowa, Ne-
braska, Kansas and Missouri. In or-
der to do this rapidly and correctly he
is obliged to know the location of ev-
ery office in these states, and also be
thoroughly posted on the time cards of
all the roads therein, so as to . dis-
patch by the quickest route, regardless
of distance. If the visitor experiences
any surprise on being introduced to
this feat of memorizing, it is likely to
be increased to amazement when the
clerk follows it up with the informa-
tion that, in order to perform his work
north-bound, he must also be equally
familiar with the states of Wisconsin,
North Dakota, Northern Michigan, and
even Montana. He further explains that
each letter package tied out by him
must be covered by a slip containing
his name, route, direction moving and
date, in order that any errors which
he has made may be noted by the post-
master or clerk into whose hands the
package may come, The errors so
noted are forwarded to his superintend-
ent, and are made part or his record for
efficiency or the reverse. He distributes
from 400 to 500 packages of letters each
night, or an average of nearly 1,000 on
the round trip. His compensation for
thus converting himself into a living
and moving cyclopedia of geography is
the magnificent sum of $1,300 per year.
Two-thirds of the space in the car is de-
voted to the distribution of the paper mall.
The sacks are hung on the hooks in an in-
genious contrivance termed a “rack,” which
holds the mouths open so that a clerk can
throw into them from a table in the center,
where he stands until they are filled. The
second clerk in the crew attends to the dis-
tritution of the Nebraska, Kansas and Mis-
sourl paper mail, and besides makes separa-
ttons of Californta rado, Wyoming and
Idaho in both letters-and papers. His salary
is $1,150 a year, and his duties scarcely less
arduous than those of the clerk in charge.
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t Ladles Suits.

100 Ladies’
Suits, made
of Fancy
Mixtures,

out, jacket,
reefer or
blazer com-
bined. This
is one of the

suits shown
this season,
and should
sell at $12.
Reduced for
this week to

Ladies’ Silk Capes—

ing of ribbon. This Cape
usually sells at $5.00. Re-
duction Sale Price........

Embrmderles.

1,000 yards Fine Nai

qualities sell for 2
Our
Price
Monday..

Handkerchiefs.

kerchiefs—Unlaundered, real
fine; worth 19c.
Monday

Ladies’ lies' Vests.

Vests, full fashioned, White a
Ecru, low neck,
regular price St)c.
Sale Pricers- k sis ity Seiois
Lisle Thread Fcru
Length Open Tights; regular
selliag pru.e 50c.

Sale Price.

Fancy Goods.

100
Boxes
Knit=
ting
Silks,

Photo Frames.

500 Frames,
Celluloid,
Cabinet size,
all colors,
Monday,

3c

Dress Trimming

Coque Feather Boas, 1} yards
in length.
Reduction Sale Price...... ..

were 35c and 40c per dozen.
Reduction Sale Price, per
AozZent i s st

Jet Point Tnmming—Reduced for
this sale to, per
SN 5 A S S By R B BaEs £ 2

campment.
Artists’ Materials.

Do you want

Canvas Covered Sketch Books.

8x5, 27¢ size, for onlY
8x10, 39¢ size, foronly..

Whatman’'s 5ketch Blooks.

0x12, $1.00 size, for only.
7x10, 8Je size, for only.
65x7, e size, for only......

Academy Boards—I12x18 regular W

..10e
.. %00

}
¢
L
E
}
¢
t
t
{
¢
¢
4
¢
t
t
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¢
¢
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2
¢
3
¢
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5 yards wide,
lined through-

very swellest

$1.50

Very full sweep, fancy lining, ruch-

§2.98

sook, Swiss and Cam-

under price; no better

10c

One Lot Pure Linen Initialed Hand=

“ e

Ladies’ Lisle Vests—20 dozen Ladies’
Fine Imported Swiss Lisle Thread

sleeveless, 35C

Ladies’ Lisle T|ghts—10 dozen Pure
Jersey Knee

29¢

All colors,
Monday,
per ball,

Slc

Large Bone Buttons—In all shades,

100;
8¢
Flags for G. A. R.

We are prepared to contract for any
quantity of Flags for the G. A. R. En- }

Are you going to the Lake for the Summer?

WASH GOODS.

Reductions on our Finest Wash
Fabrics.

A Big Lot of Fine American Or=

1i1n-

bric Enlhroidex ies, 1 to gandies, Batistes, Grass Lawns
6 inches wide, very and Dimities—All the brightest,
choice new patterns; newest designs; worth every-
this lot was bought where 15¢, 20c and

12;¢
Reduction Sale Price.... b
One Case of Fine Imported Black
French Sateen—Positively fast
aniline black; you never bought
this quality for less than 121
90

25¢.
Reduction Sale Price....

One Lot of Fine Dimities and
Lawns—In & good assortment
of designs; regular 15¢
quality. 100
Reduction Sale Price......

One Case Scotch Zephyr Ging-
hams—Stripes and neat small

checks, very fine and never 8

L

offered less than 12%c and
15c.

nd
Reduction Sale Price.

MAY REDUCTION SALE

..Another Week of Enthusiasm...

Our Bargains Are Ringing in the Ears of the People as Never Before,

That our stock is yet too large is an undeniable fact, and for one week more we quote the Lowest Prices
ever known at this time of the year on Reliable Spring and Summer Merchandise.

All Smart Buyers Will Be Out Tomorrow.

SILKS.

Reductions continue in this de-
partment.

Silk Waist Lengths-—
5 and 6 Yards Each.
Brocaded Changeable Taffetas, in
! all colors and designs, Swiss
Taffetas in stripes and checks,
Satin Stripe Surahs, Taffeta
Brocades, Plaid Silks, worth
from $2.50 to $6.00 per pattern.

Monday, in two lots, prices,

$1.75 and $2.75.

Kai Ki Wash Silks — A new lot
just received yesterday;
newest designs and color- 25C
ings. Monday......cc....

{ Brocaded Taffeta—The very swell-
est patterns for “'msts,
all colorings; worth 75c. 49C
Monday........

! Big Lot of Warp Prmted SIlks—

Grand combination of color-

ings; others would ask 690

§  $1.00 for them.

A,

Dress Goods.

Price-Cutting Continued}

Many small lots to go this
week.

One Lot 39c Fancy Jamestown
Checks—In a number of beauti-
ful colorings; one lot 39¢c All- p

Wool Serge, in all the
leading colors and black. 25C
Reduction Sale Price.....

Another Big Lot of Remnants—
Lengths for ladies’ and misses’
dresses, waists and skirts; Fan-
cy Black Mohairs, Figured All-
Wool Jacquards, Heavy Serge,
Fancy 2 and 3-Tone Changeable §
Inverness Suiting; many other

popular styles; worth from 39C

S0¢ to 65c.
Reduction Sale Price.....

One Lot Heavy All-Wool Black
French Coating Serge—Full 50
inches wide; our regular
75¢ goods. 490 g
Reduction Sale Price.....

tomers to this bargain aisle.

1 Our special price for Monday.

Fine 64-inch, 75¢; bleached..

Toweling—12%c Barnsley’s,
1214c Glass Towelings,
Toweling;

worth 10c a yard.
Linen Batistes—Handsome

? theyalastes, o flisrs oo 0.

2214

price), but worth 22);c.

= |

Our ware-
house, like this
man, is over-
loaded with
Furniture, all
popular and
salable kinds.
But we have
three carloads
of Lawn and
Garden Rock-
ers arriving
this week. To
\ ., make room for
Athem we shall
€ offer some of
the most ex-
ceptional bar-
L gains for Mon-
= = day and Tues-

Eme &

38 No. 310—Antique Oak Finish
Beds, all hard
wood, 6 feet
high, 414 feet

size, for, per dozen.. 2 ceee....31.00 2 wide, 615 feet
Linen Sketch 'l‘nbleu—GxQ regular long, hand
(lplrlt;e, Zacf lh:)(:;:l(()lasy‘.. dl ..... W ..... > G 20 c carved, will
Jholice o adies—Were 15¢,20c,
25¢, 40¢, 500 smd 780, ‘Monday.. . i.eeees 10¢ sell glsewh_erc
at $3.00, Like ¢@
Complete Color Box for water color ut. Unload- B
painting, black Japanned tin., 16 half R = i
pnnl, moist, w. e and sepla.4 brushes. ing Price,
only.. S et ser
Cholce Hen‘y Canvas—m lnches. 5
yards in a roll. Price, per ro v veonsce 882D - ~
“ indsor and Newton’§ Oll Color- e
IRed Sable Water Color Brushes— J T3 J irs
Sold only by art stores at 40¢, 60c and 80c. 200 1\.0'2_“ illow NurseryChal'r:
ChOIaeT s s e 15¢ ¢ with high back,' re-enforced with
Marshing’s Roman Gold..... a0c § reed, lifting lid in seat, full
Lowest price this gold has ever sold for in st ¢ Willow skirts; price _else- C

where $1. Unloading Price.

Linens and White Goods

Intelligence is what brings shrewd cus-

long for the sharp buyer to snmap up the
plums to be had here every day.

Table Linens—72 inches wide, Wm. Liddell’s fine
Double Satin Damasks, half-bleached and cream; §
this is a bargain worth commg miles for;
others think it cheap at $1.25 and $1.17.

Good 72-inch, 798¢} half-bleached...............49¢

s 600
Don’t buy cheap Cotton Damask (so-called Linen)

before seeing what we have for you in Pure Flax.

1214c Russian Crash,
1214c

All'gorat'the réduget price of & 0. cootoess

% White Goods—10,800 yards Checked Nain-
sooks, India Linons and Victoria Lawns,
All'go Monday at.....

32-inch Linen
Colored Batistes, worth 20c a yard. While

Sheeting—Two cases bleached and unbleached
9-4 fine heavy Sheetiug (no trash at any
Monday.

Our price Monday..
NN

It don’t take

15¢¢

Tacks, etc.

Turkish

8:c¢

"UPHOLSTERY GOODS. | '
Special Prices for one week.
ever made on first-class Upholstery Goods.

$4.00 All-Silk Brocatelles and Brocades $2.50

such as Gimps, Cords, Fringes, Moss Hair, Webbing,

UPHOLSTERY REPAIR WORK at
duced prices during this sale.
class of work Free this week.

The Lowest Prices

Per Yard $

$3.50 Wool Tapestries........... v 922K Monday, each............ Lo
$2.75 Silk Tapestry...ceeeccececccces...$1.08 Half-gallon water jugs, each, only 45¢
) $2.00 Silk Tapesty......... i adeehlle s S 50 ¢ Vinegar Bottles, Monday, each,

2.50 French Sydney Tapestry..........$1.75 S T R P e o STy 15¢C
$2.00 French Sydney Tapestry..........$1.23 Mustard Pots and Spoons, each.. 10¢
$1.50 and $1.75 Heavy Tapestry.........$1.00 Butter Dishes, each.........c.cv... 25¢C
$1.00 and $1.25 Heavy Tapestry......... .75 Water Bottles, Monday, each. . 35¢
$1.00 Silk or Wool Plush and Corduroys .75 Milk Bowls—3500 old-time Brown

A full assortment of Upholstery Repair materials, Milk Bowls, at 9:30 o’clock 3C

specially re-
Estimates on this

4ic
12 €
l4c

good quality,
goods.

Peesrtaaaens

DRAPERY SILKS.

500 yards Figured Drapery Silks, 31 in. wide,

For 3 days only, per yard.........

¢

new designs, regular 48c

UNLOADING FURNITURE SALE.

~

63 No.532—Bamboo Standing Mu-
sic Cabinets, 3
wood,very roomy; many thousands
in use for holding newspapers and
magazines;
where for
$ loading Price........

6 No.401—Ladies’ Writing Desks,
with solid mahogany front, large
writing lid,roomz pigeon holes, fine
mahogany polis
FJ ice elsewhere $10.

nloading Price. .

No. 72—Solid Oak
Buffet or Serving
Table, has large
drawer and shelf be-
low. If you haven’t
one in your dining
room, try one, and

you will never be
without. s
e Unloadlng $3.95
Price il o e acica o

73 No. 6,1OO—W'h1te Iron and
Brass Beds, in full and three-
quarter size. The head stands
43 feet high, with brass rod and
brass spindles across top, has a
brass rod curved foot. Beds like

these sell for $12.00
f‘:)lsiewhere. Unloadlnz 7.50
r el e

16 No. 335—Solid Oak Desk and
Bookcase combined, has four wide
adjustable shelves for books,large
writing lid, and excellent com-

panion; price elsewhere $5 95
°

Uhlo'ading Price.

PRINTED ART DENIMS—30 inches wide, in rem-
nants 1 to 10 yards each; good heavy qual- Others as low
ity for Upholstery Work, Cushions, etc. loc el Nty g8¢c
Monday onI) per yard..... R S
Fourth Ca l‘pet FIOO Ee.
S The Largest Stock in the Northwest.
Yard. Yard.
8 Tufted Spring Fdge Couches, { Matting at.... 7¢ Carpetat....15¢
shelves of hard with fringe all around, covered in ) Matting at....11c Carpet at... .25¢
figured tapestry; sells Matting at....14¢ Carpet at....30c¢
elsewhere at $10.00. $7 95 Matting at....18¢c Carpet at....38c
sells every- Unloading Price. . Matting at....20¢ Carpet at....45¢c
$2.50. Un- $l.50 Mrtting at....23¢ Carpet at... .’_'é?c
= Matting at....25¢ Carpet at....60c
26 No. 314— Mattin:r at....30c Carpet at....75¢c
Solid Oak Side- Matting at....35¢ Carpet at....90c
{ boards, similar Matting at....40¢ Carpet at. %1 00
finish: to cut,has large Matting at.... 45¢ Carpet at..$1,25
’ 2 - N - =
$5 95 beveled glass Matting at.... 50¢ Carpet at..$1.50
e mirror, two Matting at....60¢ Carpet at..$2.00

drawers at top,
one plush lined,
and long linen

drawer below, 30c Imported French Horse-
hand carved. Hair Cloth, black and gray. C
N oard camnit Monday anly. . cconl s iy

matchitinstyle
and quality elsewhere
for $18.00. Unloadmg
Price. ..

S11.95

4 No.226-Gentlemen’s Mahogany
finish Chiffonieres, has upright
oval French bevel swing mirror, ;

collar drawer and cuff drawer,one
cupboard, four
Grand Rapids make;
G ice elsewhere $20.00.
nloading Prlce

shirt drawers:

for kitehen or bedroom, at, per roll.

Neat patterns in ,U-uux e (-uu.b"ml'um, 5¢
worth 8¢, at, per roll.
hvlmhm l'uxrf'r'd
B}

27 No. 9—So1xd Oak Standing
Hat Racks, with 3 hooks, umbrella
arm and pan, French bevel mirror
12x12%%, stands over 6 feet 6
inches high; will be an ornament
in your hall; price else-
where $7.50. Unloadmg $4 95
Price= Cry *

please, whatever the price, be sure the
Waist is pretty
than you'd dare hope to get
for the money.
gac 7sc, O8C and ... .o

Children’s Dresses.

red and blue, with fancy braid trim-
mmg, wide skirt, deep hem,
sizes 6 to 14.
Sale price......

med Hats.
sight of in these reductions.

.500 Dozen Quills—

Choice of Any Sailor
Hat worth up to
-2 L U o S e S

25¢ Embossed Silk Finished
Rustling Lining for skirts, 38
inches wide.

lining.
Monday......

Glt sitting room nn‘ﬂ
with 9-inch Borders, at, per roli
Parlor Combinations, wo.l'l 121e and 15¢
Our price, perroll.....
Handsome Parlor (.umblnuzlun
colorings, at, perroll .....
Sulpho-Carbon Wall Uuu er, at hu l price.
Briug measurements of your rooms.

Vs

Shirt Waists.

There isn't
such anoth-
er collection
of Shirt
Waists to
choose from.
There never
has been
such Shirt
Waist sell-
ing as here
this season.
As little to
pay as you

and the stuff better

- $1.50

Made of Cashmere, in brown, green,

Prices, 39c¢,

Reduction

RIAP

- .
Millinery.
A general clearing of all our Trim-
Profit and even cost lost

Our £3.00 and
$4.00 Trimmed
Hats go at $1.98.
Our $4.50 and
$6.00 Trimmed
Hats go at $3.9 8.
Our £6.50 and
£9.00 Trimmed
Hats go at $4.08.
Our $10.00 and
$15.00 Trimmed
Hats go at $6.98.
Black and colors, lc
Monday, each

25
Dozen
Bowls,
Cut
Glass
effects,
new

10¢

patterns, fine polished.

\I(m(l‘n, while they last.

50 LAMPS
For summer
use, decorated
bowl, with
shade to
match. Same
as cut.
Monday
only,

$1.48.

Dress Lining.

Monday
10c Rustling Taffeta,

3
|
|
|
3
i
|
|
1
|
%
i
%
1
{
|
3
{
1

WALL PAPER,

The assortment in this department is still un-
-uken aud prices the lowest to be

: $12.50 25

We can give yougood white

fonnd any-
If you have one room or an eutire house
y..\l)(‘l" be sure and see us.

back Paper, QC

8¢
“ 10c
ln uew IDC

D DDA DL DAL

The third and fourth clerks attend to the
receipt and delivery of all mail at the car

door, open and lock parcels, and work local
papers. Their work necessitates a great deal
of quick, nervous motion, and involves a
large amount of heavy lifting. Each man fis
supposed to be thoroughly conversant with
the states of Minnesota, JIowa and the Da-
kotas, and every sack dispatched must be
accompanied by a slip bearing the address
and the name of the clerk who prepared it.
The salaries of the third and fourth clerks
are $1,000 and $900, respectively, The average
paper mail on a round trip is 450 to 500 sacks.

What the men are performing on this one
line is but a style of the work in every mail
car in the division or in the nation. The
only difference is in the territory for which
distribution is made. To be sure some dis-
tinction is made as between long or short,
heavy or light runs, but as a rule they aré
all long and hard. The full railway postof-
fices average runs of about 400 miles in
length, and the men must work for hours in
the yards before their departure at each
terminal.

On what are known as the ‘““one-man runs’”
the distribution is conducted in a half car or
even less, according to the necessities of the
route. One clerk here is obliged to ‘“‘work”
both the letter and paper mail, keep record
of registered matter, attend to station work,
and, in fact, do everything there is to do.
Some routes of this description have & repu-
tation as ‘‘man-killers” that even the fast
mails cannot attain. The clerks on these
runs are usually of the $1,000 class, and there
is no doubt that they earn every dollar they
receive.

" 1t would be a physical impossibility for men
to perform such arduous and exha.nﬁ)ng labor
as the postal clerk is compelled to-@o while
on duty without frequent perlods‘of respite.
He 1s subject to the most severe bodny and

TS ok il V2 o YaYall

mental strain from the beginning to the end
of a trip. The diMculty of maintaining an
upright position with the train running at &
high rate of speed, the nervous tension inci-
dent to rapid thought and motion all combine
to produce extreme exhaustion, and will
ultimately undermine the strongest constitu-
tion. On this account, lay-off periods, vary-
ing in length from two days to a week, are
granted at stated intervals. Even then the
clerk dare not be idle. The frequent exami-
nations and the numerous changes in the
schemes of distribytion and time table sched-
ules are so exacting in-thelr demands that
he must study almost constantly, unless he
courts dismissal from the service. Eternal
vigilance is certainly the, price of safety in
the mail service., Penalties for violations of
instructions are inflicted “with certainty and
severity. Either a fine or suspensfon may re-
sult from admitting an’ unauthorized person
to the mail car; for failure to record arrival
or departure; for neglect it reporting irreg-
ularities or lack of promptness in replying to
official correspondence;  for discourtesy to
officials, fellow clerks -or:the public: failure
to _wear the uniform ecap; Jwhen on duty; in-
toxication, immorality and. numerous other
shortcomings,

In addition to the postal c!erk s occupation
being arduous and exacting, it is also hazard-
ous in the extreme. Casualties are a mat-
ter of almost daily occurrence, In a recent
wreck on the Great Northern railroad one
clerk was killed outright and two others
maimed for life. The record for 1895 contains
thirty-three railroad accidents for this divis-
ton alone, in which five clerks were so seri-
ously injured as to , unable to perform
duty for an aggregate, of 717 days. The pro-
portion of casualties in” other divisions for
the same period {s much greater, and In
scarcely any less.

The railway postal clerk is fully cognizant
of the hardships of his lot. His occupation

s

isolates him from the business and laboring
world to a great extent, and from nursing
his grievances in solitude he may have be-
gun to partake somewhat of the character-
istics of the being known in common parlance
as ‘“‘the kicker.” As a class the men do feel
that they are overworked, underpald and un-
appreciated. They appear, however, to have
the full sympathy of their officials in their
woes. The head of the postoffice department
for taree successive administrations has
urged certain reforms upon congress, includ-
ing a reclassification of the service, relief for
permanently disabled clerks and pensions for
dependent families of those killed on duty.
Postmaster General Wilson, and all of ihe
superintendents of railway mall service, are
actively laboring in harmony with the Na-
tional Association of Railway Postal clerks
to secure the passage in the present congress
of a bill embodying most of these features.
It is interesting to note that every member
of congress from the Tenth division is re-
ported as pledged in support of the measure.

The gigantic proportions to which the mail
service has grown under exclusively govern-
ment control has been frequently used as an
argument in favor of government ownership
of railroads. Some of the men connected with
the mail service especially find it delightful
to ride this hobby. They argue that the only
hindrance to the railway mail service becom-
ing superlatively efficient is the inevitable
confliet existing between the postoffice depart-
ment and the railroad ecorporations. They
assert that there is a clash between the post-
master general and the railroad managers in
the matter of contrcts for carrying the mails,
This extends w,,;pe superintendents of both
the railroads and the mall service in arrang-
ing for cars, equipment and time-table con-
nections. T

As a natural nqmoo there is a conflict

of authority between the conductor of the
mail train and the clerk in charge of the
postal car, each of whom Is responsible to a
different head, and stands vigorously upon
his own rights and prerogatives. However
much truth there may be in this reasoning,
the fact remains that the malil service is
not a paying nor even a self-supporting in-
stitution. The methods that have made it a
success would hardly apply In the case of the
railroads, as the government could scarcely
undertake to run them upon a losing basis.
Much of the credit, too, for the development
of our magnificent postal system belongs to
the railroad corporations, in fact, it could
never have existed but for them. Railroad
officials have been quick to anticipate and
supply the growing needs of the mall service,
even to the establishment of fast mail trains
without additional compensation in various
sections of the country. The best facilitles
which money and inventive genius ecould
supply, including steam-heated and electric
cars, have been provided for the perfection
of the railway mail service. In all of this
expression has but been given to the popular
feeling that the people of America want the
best service possible, and don’t care what it
costs. —James Eilliott.

PROHIBITION HOSTS,

They Are Gathering for the Pitts-
burg Convention.
PITTSBURG, Pa., May 23.—The advance
guard of the 1,286 delegates who will com-
pose the national prohibition convention to
meet in this city Wednesday, have arrived
in Pittsburg. Part of the _!ﬁ}md dele-
gation, which will soon boom the candidacy
of Joshua Levering for the m of the na-

tional ticket, came in and §8 quartered at the
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St. Charles hotel. They have with them a
seemingly inexhaustible supply of Levering
buttons, which they will use among the
friends of the ‘“‘broad guage candidate’” be-
tween this and the opening of the conven-
tion, and will place them, if possible, on the

lapels of some who are now enlisted In favor
of the ‘‘narrow gauge’ candidate, whoever
he may prove to be. Many delegates arrived
today, and when the national reform conven-
tion opens on Monday® hundreds of Prohi-
bitionists will be present as spectators. It
is belleved by the managers of Wednesday’'s

convention, that the attendance will exceed
15,000.
St il I — L
TWO DEAD.
Fatal Roller Explosion on the
Steamer Stewart.

ALPENA, Mich.,, May 23.—The steamer
Rhoda Stewart blew out one of the Ila

flues of her bofler this morning, off Pre
Isle. The fellowing members of her

were badly if not fatally scalded: Henry
Kesten, second engineer, Alpena; Robert Me-
Norton, fireman; Court Schrader, deck hand.
The life saving crew from Middle island went

to the disabled steamer and took off the in-
jured men. The Stewart was not badly dam-
aged.

CHEBOYGAN, Mich., May 23.—The city of

Alpena arrived here today with the scalded
men from the Rhoda Stewart, Henry Kesten,
the second engineer, died before the Alpna
reached here, and Robert McNorton, the fire-
man, has died. The fate of the third man is
still in doubt.

i~
Almeoest the Same,

San Francisco Wave.

Acquaintance—And does your wealthy fathe
er-in-law foot all your bills, count?

Count Shavyernek—Well, he kicks at 'em.
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