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GEfl. FITZHUGH LEE
GOSSIP AM}STORY AIIOITOUR NEW

CONSUL GENERAL TO

CUBA.

CHAT WITH HIM ABOUT WAR.

IM)\V HE KILLED AX INDIAN CHIEF
AND ESCAPED A HORRIBLE

DEATH.

TALKS OF HIS FAMOUS UNCLE,

Of Grant* Treatment of Lee and tlie
Scene at Appomattox Court

House.

(Copyrighted, ISDG, by Frank G. Carnenter.)

WASHINGTON, June 4.—Before this
letter is published Gen. Fitzhugh Lee
will probably be In Havana acting as
thp American consul general and also
as; personal confidential adviser to Pres-

ident Cleveland as to the Cuban trou-
bles. He will fur the time have the
most important diplomatic post under
our government, and he is, I believe,
especially fitted for this position. Gen.
Lee is a man of high culture, a sol-
dier <>i' * xperience, and his life has
been spent :n d-vanny with public men
and affairs.

1 spent a morning with him here in
Washington shortly before his appoint-

ment, and had a chat with him about
himself and public matters. Just be-
fore meeting him I had hnish< jd In,,lc-

ing over his "Life of Robert E. Lee,"

and our talk of this brought out some
<)f his own war experiences which have
never been given to the public. He
has, you know had some of the most
narrow escapes of any man now liv-

him, firing os he ran. The Indian shot
an arrow at Lee. It struck him, pass-

ing through nis arm and breaking off.
A moment later the Indian, who was
a chief of more- than six feet in height,
jumped for Lee and tried to stab him.
Lee had a revolver in his right hand.
The Indian grabbed the barrel. The re-

volver went off, but the Indian was-
not hit, the pistol dropping to the
ground. Fitzhugh Lee was six inches
shorter than the Indian. He saw that
he could do nothing if he allowed the \
Indian to use his knife, and he threw J
his arms around him and hugged him j
for dear life. The Indian tried again
and again to stab him, but Lee held
tightly to him, and the two swayed to

and fro, packing the snow under their
feet.

"VIRGINIA BACK-HEEL TRIP."

"At this time," said Maj. Hayes, "I
started to Lee's rescue, but I did not |
dare to shoot, as both Lee and the {
Indian were twisting and writhing, so !
that I could not be sure of not killing j
both at the same time, or Lee instead j
of the Indian. As I approached, how- j
ever, I saw the two fall to the ground, :

with Fitzhugh Lee on top. As they j
went down they struck the ground not i

far from the revolver. Lee saw it. He j
grabbed it and shot the Indian through j
the head. The mouth of the savage '

was open at the time. He was just

about to give one of his terrible yells,
and the ball want through his cheeks ,
and mouth, without striking a tooth. A j

second later Lee discharged the re- j
volver again, the ball this time going

through the Indian's brain. The say- !
age at once relaxed, his head fell back
and Lee rose to his feet. He first shook
himself and felt of his body to see if j
he was wounded, for the knife had cut

hi" coat. I asked him how he felt. He
replied: 'Oh, I am all right now, and
my muscle is in good trim. I used to j
be very fond of wrestling when I was
at college, and it*was my knowledge ,
of wrestling that saved my life today, j
When 1 first grabbed that Indian I ;
thought he had me, but at the last !
moment I remembered the old "Virginia j

GEX. FITZ HIGH LEE.

lng. Three horses were shot from

under him at the battle of Winchester,

and he has been wounded again and
again, both in his Indian service and in
the War of the Rebellion.

PEN PICTURE OF FITZHUGH LEE.

As I looked at Gen. Lee I could not
realize that he had been through so
many perils. His modest, unassuming

manner does not comport with the idea
of battle scars, and it is hard to asso-
ciate his low, sweet voice with that
which in stentorian tones gave the
orders to the brigades under him when
he was the chief cavalry general of
the Southern Confederacy. His pict-

ures give you but little idea of the

man. You need the colors of a Titian
or a Rubens to bring out his character-
istic features. Gen. Lee has a com-

plexion of that delicate red and white
which shows the veins running here
and there through it. His eyes are of
the brightest blue, and his head makes
you think of a piece of fine china
thatched and bearded with the purest
di* frosted silver. He has a striking

face. His forehead is high and full,
his nose straight and his jaw firm. He
is under medium height, and, though
his form is well rounded, it is muscular
rather than fat. He stands as straight
as a West Point cadet, and, though he

is now sixty, he moves about with all
tlie vitality that he showed when he

was in the regular army in Texas
about forty years ago.

LEE'S GREAT INDIAN FIGHT.

I found Gen. Lee very loath to talk-
about himself, and I had to ask many

questions to draw him out. During

the talk his service in Texas as a

lieutenant came up, and I showed him

a statement which his friend, Maj.

Hayes, had made concerning the great
Indian fight in which he and Gen. Lee
took part. Maj. Hayes is now in the
regular army. Gen. Lee was, I am told,
very anxious to take him with him

to Cuba, but owing to the rules of the
service was not able to accomplish

his end. He read the statement very

carefully, and said it was substantially

correct. The incident occurred in IS6O.
Fitzhugh Lee was a lieutenant at the
time, and Hayes was a bugler. Both
were in service at Colorado, Tex., when
the scouts reported that a body of In-

dians had massacred some settlers near
by. The officer commanding, Maj. Van
Dorn, at once took Lee, Hayes and
other soldiers and started in pursuit
of the Indians. It was in the winter,

and it was snowing hard. They

marched sixty-eight miles in less than
two days, and finally came upon the
Indians on a ridge of timber. During

the charge the troops became separat-

ed, Fitzhugh Lee and Hayes going to-

gether in pursuit of two Indians who
were making for the timber. They

killed one before they reached the

woods, and followed the other for sev-
eral miles through the trees. There
was much snow on the ground, and
they could see his tracks. Finally

they came out of the woods and in the
distance saw him hiding behind a ledge

of rock. Lee at once rushed toward

back-heel trip," and that brought the
red skin down.' "

"Yes, that's about the truth," said
Fitzhugh Lee, as he looked over the
above story. "Hayes was there, and
he saw the fight, but if you publish
it give it as coming from him and not
from me."
ENTERED THE CONFEDERACY.
I here asked Gen. Lee how he hap-

pened to enter the Confederate army.
He replied:

"Before I resigned from the Union
army I waited to see what my father
and my uncle Robert would do. I was,
you know, about twenty-five years old
at the time. I had been ordered from
Texas to West Point to serve there as
instructor of cavalry and I was acting

as such at the breaking out of the war.
I wrote my father and uncle, and asked
them what they were going to do. They
replied that they were not certain as
yet, but at last I saw a report in the
New York Herald stating that they had
both resigned from* the service. On
that same day I received a telegram
from my father containing these words:
'Do as you please.' He did not tele-
graph me to resign, but left the whole
matter to me. I did not reply to this
message, but I at once went and got

a seven days' leave of absence to go to
Washington, intending to there offer
my resignation. As I passed through
New York I met Phil Kearney, whom
I had known before. He asked me
where I was going and I told him I
was going to Washington to resign my

service to the Union army. He replied:
'Well, I am going to Washington to
offer mine, so we may as well travel
together. You can act as the chief if
we are stopped by the Southerners,
and I will do my part if there is any-
trouble with the Northerners as to our
getting through the lines.' I agreed to
this and we traveled together. At
Havre de Grace we found the railway

torn up and had jto take a steamer
and go via Annapolis, taking the rail-
way from there to Washington. As
we attempted to take the steamer we
were told that we could not go on
board without a pass, and that no one
could be carried without an order from
Gen. Ben Butler. Butler had charge of
the town, and he was allowing only

Unionists to go through. As I heard
this I said: 'Well, Maj. Kearney, that's
your business.' Kearney said all right,
and, leaving me in charge of the bag-
gage, he went up town and soon re-
turned with passes for Maj. Kearney
and friend. My name was not men-
tioned. With these passes we easily
got through to Washington. I went at
once to the war department and re-
ported and was told that there were
orders there for me. These directed me
to go to my regiment; but I said in
reply that my regiment was In Texas.
I was Informed that it -was not, and
that it had just arrived at Carlisle, Pa.

THE STORY OF A SADDLE.
"New, but for one reason I would

have resigned at once." continued Gen.
Lee. "I had, hcweve», an army saddle
In Philadelphia, which I was very anx-
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ious to get. I was something of a
horseman, and I wished to use this
saddle during my service in the South.
When I received the orders it seemed
to me that Imight go to Carlisle and
march back to Washington with my

regiment. I would be able to pass
through Philadelphia and could bring

my saddle with me, and then resign,
thus saving the saddle. It was a fool-
ish idea, but I carried it out. I said
nothing to any one about my intended
resignation. Imerely saluted, took or-
ders and left for Carlisle. I got the
saddle at Philadelphia and carried it
with me to my regiment. I found that
a number of the officers had already
resigned. Gen. Stoneman was in Phil-
adelphia, and he made me one of his
adjutants. He told me we would leave
at once for Washington, and shortly
after this we marched to the capital

and encamped just outside the city on
the edge of the Seventh street road.
The first thing I did was to ask leave
to go into the city. This was granted,
and I was ordered to get forage and
food for the soldiers. Before leaving
I gave directions to an orderly to take
my trunk to the National hotel and tell
the clerk to have it kept there until
called for. I then took my horse, with
my* saddle on it, and rode down into
the city. I first delivered the orders
for the forage and food, and then went

to the hotel. Here-1 took the saddle
from my horse and sent it up stairs,
directing the orderly to take the horse
back to the camp. I followed the sad-
dle, had my trunk sent up to my room
and at once changed my clothes, put-
ting on citizen's dre=s and packing my
uniform and saddle in my trunk. I
then went down an<l paid my bill and
bargained with a c *.bman to take me
ten miles into Virginia. He charged
me $10, Iremember. My trunk was put

on the back of the cab, and we drove
out over the Long- bridge to Berks'
station, whence I went on to Richmond.
Soon after this Loftg bridge and all of
the other avenues out of the capital
were guarded. I got away just in time,
and soon after, sent in my resignation.
I then entered the Southern army and
remained in it until the war closed." .

CAVALRY NORTH AND SOUTH.
'You weie at the head of the cavalry

of the Southern army, Gen. Lee. How
did your trcops compare with ours?"

"I think our cavalry at the begin-
ning of the war was better than that
of the North," replied Gen. Lee. "Each
man had, you know, his own horse, and
in most cases a horse which he had
been accustomed to riding. He brought

his horse from his home to the field,
the government paying him for its use
and keep. The result was that we had

better horses than the North. Then
the rank and file of the cavalry were
made up of men of good education
and standing, and in most cases of men
of some means."

"Did you yourself think at the start,
general, that the South could succeed?"

"Yes; I believed and nearly all the
Southerners believed that we were al-
most sure of eventually succeeding.

This was the case at the battle of
Gettysburg. After that we changed our
minds, and gradually came to see that
the Northern forces were so superior
that they could beat us in the end."

"Suppose the war were to be fought

over again, would the result be the
same?"

"No one can tell," replied Gen. Lee.

"Had we the same forces now that we
had then and added to this the benefit
Of our experience, the result might be
different. But still, what the South
could have done might have been coun-
terbalanced by other actions on the
part of the North, and no one can tell
what the result would have been. The
war is, however, over for good between
the North and the South. The sections
are united, and not divided."

"Suppose, general, the South had suc-
ceeded?"

"In that case there would have been
another great republic south of Mason
and Dixon's line. Tn6 country would
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We have always made it more profitable for the people to trade here than at any other store -a broad statement this—but we have
backed it up with the merchandise. In these days of unfilled promises in newspaper announcements, it is particularly gratifying
for us to note the unusually large proportion of increase in our business and the generous response to our ads. The public recognize
the fact that our statements need no discounting. We claim to and do give better return for the money than elsewhere.
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Brocaded, Printed Taffetas and Novelty jj §|r!| JSJ! CS- ~ Organdies jj and Striped White. Dimities, good /% 1 \\ to guarantee a quick clearing.
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\\ S^ria?JSUI^ a\^*COlfSiX?>ÜBr U We. will also open on Monday a handsome „ ? up to $6.00. >/
Ci«^M if«HA *Tl^^4- will see them elsewhere marked 20c. QC new lot of Silk Mulls and Wliite Or gaudies. Take your choice at only **rurniture Uept. -irnh Monday «.
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tki t'-, XX One Case Fine Zephyr Ginghams-All new, >j l^V^.^^^ Think of selling $1.00 >> and low crowns; worth np to $3.00. V(IC

W
the cut- Se g°f u^*' those freUL lc UfCSS Dress Goods for 25c, Bale Price /uw

of toP 42i SLSkSs nMoudaT ''C
' L-r m but SUch is the case Remnants of Silk Ribbon X',,, 12 A

finches \\ Mondaj f« /; AA/4 hprp fnmnrrnw On,- \\ an d 22: regular selling price 2.sc and MftiirP one Case Percales-Light colors, stripes VJOOO. \u0084 ;°m" ? 30c Sale Price 7W
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--^
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_
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52.50 Curtains $1.50 pair. j> weight spun Silk Hose, worth from (f| AA j j V,."^V-^rA made* [lus l* \\ W^tW^J^Mid Pure Tissue Toilet
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probably have developed rapidly.
Charleston, Savannah, New Orleans and
Mobile would have been great cities, to
a large extent monopolizing the trade
of the South and having in all prob-

ability a great trade with Europe."

SOUTH AND THE NORTH.
"How about the solid South, general?

Many Republicans believe it will be
broken during the coming campaign."

"I think it very doubtful," replied
Gen. Lee. "Our people are too much
afraid of the re-enactment in some
form of a measure like fhe force bill
to vote the Republican ticket."

"How about the negro question?
What is going to become of the negro,
anyhow?"

"I believe that the whites are al-
ways going to control the states. They
cannot do otherwise. Our people will
never submit to the rule of the negroes.
As they are at present there is no
danger, but to give them the power
and opportunities for misgovernment

and corruption such as existed in the
days of so-called reconstruction would
be, to say the least, a condition which
the people of the South could not en-
dure."

GRANT AND LEE.
"You were close to Gen. Lee during

the war, were you not?"
"Yes," replied Fitzhugh Lee. "I was

his nephew, and we were naturally
intimate friends."

"You were with him at the battle
ofAppomattox. Did the surrender takeplace, as it has been described, under
that apple tree?"

"No," said Gen. Lee; "the apple
tree story arose from the fact that
Gen. Robert E. Lee was lying under
an apple tree upon a blanket near the
Appomattox court house when a
senger came to him bearing Gen.
Grant's last note as to the surrender.
In this note Grant asked Lee at what
place he wished to have the Interview
take place. Gen. Lee thereupon left
the apple tree and secured a room in
Mr. Wilmer McLean's house in Appo-
mattox. This was a two-story brick,
with a porch running along in front of
it. Gen. Grant arrived at this h*>u«e
about 1 o'clock that day, and th-- sur-
render took place in that room. Grant

I sat at a marble-top table in tho center
| of the room and Lee at a small oval
I table near the window. They had in>*t
[ once eighteen years before, during the
Mexican war, when Lee was an
gineer officer on the staff of Gen. Scott
and Grant was a lieutenant of Infantry.

Their Mexican meeting was first re-
ferred to, and they then discussed the
terms of surrender, which, at Lee's :e-
--q''cst, were reduced to writing."

—Frank G. Carpenter.
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