
NEXT YEAR BUFFfthO
Contluued From Second Fajre.

bravely offered and freely gave their lives
for Its salvation, and believing that this
memory Is of momentous value and should
live through all generations, they would not
encourage anything that would tend to efface
it from the minds of the people. You say
that 'It Is Intended that there shall be but
one nag, that of the United States, and that
it shall float over the whole parade.' Why
not require the same as to uniform? The
gray uniform is just as objectionable as the
flag that It fought under. The distinctive
color of the Union is blue. The sooner those
who wore the gray cease trying to symbolize
the "lost cause" by flag or uniform, and
representing themselves as a distinct part
of the people of our common country, the
sooner will a fuller realization of the "festi-
val of patriotism and fraternal co-operation'
which you suggest, be brought about. I am
sincerely yours, I. N. WALKF.R,

"Commander-in-Chief."
The Innumerable letters and resolutions

that came to headquarters strongly Indicated
that the position taken was upheld to an
overwhelming extent by the enlightened and
patriotic sentiment, and the project of the
proposed parade was abandoned. To the
men who fought on the side of the South
and who got through fighting at Appomat-
tox, and who stand with us for our common
country, Its flag and its institutions, we
extend a soldier's hand. We have recently
mingled with them and shared their bound-
less hospitality at Louisville and Chicka-
mauga.

The fraternal feeling between the North
and South has been steadily growing for a
generation, and the unpleasant memories of
the late war will scon be as completely ob-
literated as were the angry passions of ourKnglish ancestors in the great civil conflict
known as the "War of the Roses."

PeiiKlunsi and Payments.

Early in the session of congress I asked
our pension'- committee to meet me in Wash-

"that a man will leave father and mother
aud cleave unto his wife," so this state of
affairs will continue until the encampment
shall take some action that will finally settle
the matter. Hoping to accomplish something
in this direction. I appointed a committee of
five comrades, composed of past commauders-
in-chlef, those who have passed through the
ordeal, to take up the question and see
whether harmony or consolidation could not
be brought about and the trouble stopped.
This committee will report the result of its
efforts, which I trust has been productive
of good, and that harmony In the work of
these organizations may be secured.

Sons of Veteran*.
The Sons of Veterans are our natural suc-

cessors. They are the reserve of the Grand
Army. They have already become of great
assistance to our organization, and are des-
tined to exert a powerful Influence for pa-
triotism and loyalty long after we shall have
passed away. The storms and sunshine of
thirty years have successively come and gone
since the ranks from which the Grand Army
can be recruited have been forever closed.
The struggles and privations of half a cen-
tury have whitened the locks and impaired
the energy of the majority of our comrades,
and the summit of our lives has been
reached. As we go marching with ceaseless
tramp, but ever-lessening tread down the
slope toward the great hereafter, there comes
up on the othtr side, with sturdy stride and
ever-quickening pace, the Sons of Veterans,
to take the place we have filled. They sing
the songs we sang, and carry the same flag
under whose starry folds we fought. As
we come off guard and take up our line of
march to the eternal camning grounds, we
shall be more content If the picket line Is
still manned and the uniform is blue.

Memorial Day.

Memorial day was more generally and ap-
propriately observed this year than ever be-
fore. Great multitudes of patriotic citizens
gathered under the auspices of our order, in
the silent cities of the dead, aud with loving
hearts aud willinghands covered the graves
of our departed comrades with the sweet
flowers of spring. This day, sacred to the
memory of the fallen defenders of the re-

T. S. CLARKSOX,

Who Will Probably Be Vim, «1 for Conimander-ln-Cbiel Today.

Ington, where we had a consultation with the
cougresslonal pension committee, and ur-
gently requested that action be taken at
once to stop the illegal suspending
and "sandbagging"' of pensioners that was
going on all over the country. The con-
gressional committee expressed a willing-
ness to aid In the matter, and all bills then
before" congress were taken up, carefully
considered, and such measures of relief as
we believed could be passed, were embodied
in House Bill No. 5,549, known as the "Pick-
ler bill." Our committee made no recom-
mendations as to sections one and fourteen
of said bill. There has been some criticism
as to the advisability of these two sections,
but the other measures of relief embodied
in the bill were of such vital Importance to
all pensioners, and must prove so beneficial
in the administration of pension laws, that
I deem it my duty to urge its immediate
passage, which I did, both to members of
congress and to the speaker of the house,
to whom I made a personal appeal. As you
are aware, the measure passed the house
by a large majority, and is now pending ln
the senate. When this bill became the law,
as I believe it will at the next session of
congress, the unrest and anxiety among de-
serving pensioners will cease, as no pension
can then be discontinued except for fraud,
clerical error or mistake of fact. We are un-
alterably opposed to all frauds, and of course
want clerical errors aud mistakes corrected
whenever found. This law, when enacted,
will guarantee to the pensioner that security
and peace of mind which should come to him
in his declining years.

The payment of all pensions by check
through the mails was also urged upon the
congressional committee. The measure was
Introduced by Mr. Overstreet, of Indiana,
and has become a law. The salutary result,
after two pension payments under it, have,
I think, proven the wisdom of Its enactment,
in saving to pensioners and their families
money from pensions heretofore lost through
temptations and weakness.

In discussing this matter, the question
comes forcibly to me, the payment of pen-
sions from the several agencies by mall hav-
ing proven a success, why can not all pen-
sions be paid and mailed directly frcm the
interior or pension department at Washing-
ton, and by so doing save two-thirds of the
expense now incurred in keeping up pension
agei.cies in nearly every Important state. It
would require but a few hours longer to re-
ceive a check through the mail from Wash-
ington than it does from the local agency,
and would save a vast sum of money that
could be applied to pension payments, as
an ex-auditor of the treasury, through whose
office pension payments are made, and who
was one of the most competent men who
ever filled the office, informed me when con-
sulted about the matter, that with fifty ad-
ditional clerks in his department he could
readily have paid every pensioner on the
rolls. The expense of pension agencies last
year was nearly half a million dollars. You
can readily estimate the saving that would
accrue from such a change, without detri-
ment to the pensioner.

The last encampment directed that a testcase be sele.-ted embodying the question
"that a pension when once granted became a
vested right, and cannot be discontinued ex-
cept by due process of law."

The council of administration selected the
Long case, as they believed that it embodied
the issues which we desired settled. The
attorneys of Judge Long were consulted,
and at their request the Hon. James C. Car-
ter was employed to argue the case before
the supreme court of the United States. The
case came up for hearing in .March, and after
considering the matter for some weeks, it
was not decided, but continued for a re-
hearing in October. I recommend that Mr.
Carter be continued in the case until the
tame is decided.

"Woman's Relief Corps.

In all of the duties and labor of the year,
the Woman's Relief Corps, composed of the
loyal women of the land, has been our con-
stant friend and helpmate. I desire to add
my • testimony to that which has been fre-
quently given by others in this position, to
the loyal and efficient services of this noble
auxiliary organization. Abundant is their
\u25a0special work of charity, helpful In every
field of labor, full of patriotic enthusiasm,
and happy to share with us the labor and
glory of our Grand Army life. It has been
my pleasure during the past year to meet
the national officers at Boston and at many
conventions. I have heard good of it from all
quarters—evil from none. I am glad in this
connection, to say a word in explanation of
our attitude towards other organizations ofwomen, who seek to be useful to the Grand
Army. To those who have or will give at-
tention to the record there can be no ques-
tion that the national encampment held ln
Denver in 1883 gave recognition to the Wom-
an's Relief Corps as our auxilary, and that it
has remained silent in such action as to other
organizations. The great success that has
attended the Woman's Relief Corps has
called iuto existence other women's organi-
sations, and these, very naturally, have an-
tagonized the older organization in the affec-
tions of veterans, until we have the humil-
iating spectacle of comrades who fought for
four years in the same tile, and whose com-
radeship Las been cemented in fifty battles,
now. at this late day in life, ruthlessly torn
asunder because their wives happen to be-long to different w-mnu's organizations. It
Is human nature, and the Good Book declares

\u25a0*.

public, has become a most impressive and In-
structive national holiday. So long as the
observance of the day Is kept In all of its
genuineness and purity, not given up to
frivolity and amusement, it will impart to all
a truer sense of the obligation resting upon
us as citizens. In honoring our dead we
Increase our devotion to the living, leading
us to nobler deeds of fraternity and charity
that shall warm the cold, clothe the naked
and feed the hungry.

Colored Fonts.
This administration inherited from the

former the unsettled question of the organi-
zation of a colored post at Austin, Texas,
over the protest of the Department of Texas.
The executive committee of the council of
administration took the matter up, and after
going over all the papers filed ln the case,
directed that the department commander of
Texas be Instructed to muster the post. Onreceiving this order of the council, the com-
mander of the department made such repre-
sentations as to the applicants for muster
that I deemed it advisable to send a trusted
and impartial comrade to visit Austin and
ascertain the true condition of affairs. PastDepartment Commander Stormont, of In-
diana, was delegated to perform this service,
and on visiting Austin and meeting the ap-
plicants and the comrades cf that place, hewas convinced that some of the objections
to their muster were well grounded. Theapplicants had a conference with Comrade
Stormont and decided to withdraw their ap-
plication for muster, which stopped further
action ln the matter.

If this action had not been taken and thereport of Comrade Stormont had shown theapplicants worthy of membership In our or-
der, the post would have been mustered. I
shall never forget that the only men who aid-
ed and shielded me in my escape from a rebelprison had black faces. This is a seriousproblem in Southern departments, but nohonorably discharged veteran should be dis-
criminated against on account of the color of
his skin. There must be other and validreasons for his rejection.

School Histories.
It has been aptly said that the public school

is the nursery of state, and It is quite Im-portant that the food therein supplied for theexpansion and growth of the mind of thechild should be pure and wholesome, and
of such flavor that obedience to law and loveof country be early imbibed and deeply
rooted. Because of the large and ever In-creasing number of children of foreign bornparents of our country, it is particularly
important that the history of our country
and 'its government should be a prominent
subject in the curriculum of all our schools
and that it should be carefully and correct-ly taught. While it is possible under our
beneficent public school system that all
children may be pupils, yet throughthe circumstances of the parents, or the in-"
clination of the child, it is shown by sta-
tistics that but a small per cent of the great
number who at one time or another attendsaid schools ever reach the grade of ad-
vanced scholarship. Hence the Importance
that the first impression of this suDject
gained from the study of primary school his-
tories should be correct and patriotic. Thesubject of the history of our country espe-
cially that part that relates to the 'period
of the war for the Union, is one that I con-
sider of the utmost importance, and I canthink of no more useful or patriotic work for
this great organization of ours to encourage
than to see to it that in every department
such histories are used in the schools asproperly reflect the spirit of truth and loyalty
and justly record the services of our com-rades, the soldier citizens of our land Tothis end I heartily commend the work of theDepartments of Pennsylvania and Indianaand congratulate them on the good. resultsobtained and recommend that the good work-be taken up In all departments, and suggestthe appointment of a committee on schoolhistories, who will supervise the work andreport the results to the next national en-campment'

Military Instruction in Public
Schools.

The report of Comrade Henry H. Adams
chief aide in charge of military instruction inpublic schools, shows that great interest isbeing created in that branch of our work
and I direct your atention to his Interesting
report on the subject. I believe that this
work should be vigorously prosecuted.

The report of the judge advocate general
covers all decisions and opinions that have
been rendered during the year.

The committees on picket posts, Sons of
Veterans, in memory of loyal wimen of thewar. revision of service book, expenses at-tending Memorial day in the South and a'legislation, will all submit reports to this
encampment for its itctlon, ana to which I
direct your earnest attention.

Archives at Philadelphia.
By direction of the last national encamp-

ment I visited PhiladelDhia -md appointed a
custodian to take charge of the archives of
our order, arranged for the necessary cases
and shelving for the rooms set apar in In-dependence hall, and appointed a boa -d ofsurvey to examine and destro** useless pa-
pers. Comrade J. Henry Holcortb was ap-
pointed custodian at a salary of $50 per
rpoDlh.. He has carefully tabulate" md filed
all tapers that have accumulated at national

headquarters for years. Comrade Holoomb
took charge of the matter on t*he 20th of

j January and made report of the work al-
; ready accomplished.

In connection with this office of custodian
i of archives, I believe that it would prove

' beneficial to the work at national headquar-. ters, and make quite a saving, if the office
! of the adjutant general and quartermaster
| general were consolidated, and supplies is-
sued by the custodian of records at I'hila-: delphia, under the direction of the adjutant

1 general, as most of our supplies are raanu-
! factured there. He could do this . for the
salary now paid, and the duties of adjutant
general would not be materially Increased
by the change.

I'at riot Ikin.

We meet today In a true spirit of fraternity,
charity and loyalty. Those annual gatherings

j of the men who rendered loyal, devoted and
\u25a0 patriotic services to their country in its hour
! of peril, gives renewed strength to patriotism,

I tends to elevate and adorn our national char-
j acter and make us stronger each succeeding
j year. We meet with no desire to boast of
! our services in the past. We were citizens
j before we became soldiers, and volunteered
at the call of our imperiled nation, that wemight fulfill the highest duties of citizenship,

I and the lessons we learned amidst the storm
1 of battle made us more mindful of our duties
ias citizens. The men who saved the nation
I can be depended upon to defend its Integrity

aud honor when assailed. The Grand Army
stands for the rights of property aud the
supremacy of the laws. It stands for law
and order and justice everywhere and at all
times.

Comrades, the trumpet of God is sounding.
It is not the bugle call to battle. The roar
of cannon and the rattle of musketry have
ceased. The sabre and the bayonet flash only
on parade. The bivouac, the camp, the march
are only a dream. The battalions hear no
more the hoarse "Forward!" The shattered
and glorious banners which you followed are
carefully folded in legislative halls. The
grass grows green over the soldier's lonely
grave, and the bitter moans of sorrow mel-
low into a song of sadness. The conflict of
arms is over, but not the conflict of ideas,
nor the trials of the people. The field is
changed, and now in the workshop, the home
and at the capitol; through the press and on
the platform we must insist upon the main-
tenance of law and order for which our com-
rades so nobly fought and so bravely died.
We are called upon by the sacred memories
of the past, in view of our needs and auspi-
cious hopes, to cherish a lofty faith in the
republic. We must have courage to meet
our difficulties. We must remember that we
have outgrown the past and that we have
entered upon a new and higher national life.
There need be no rancor nor needless re-
crimination. We must be inspired by hope.
We must stand together. We must forgive
and forget. We must rub out old animosities
and take fresh, unstained parchment, fit to
receive the ideas and lessons of later times.
We must carry hopeful hearts and cheerful
brows. We must fill the veins of education
and the organizations of industry with the
spirit of liberty regulated by law. We must
mould the life of the nation by the force of
great moral ideas, and rule through the
royalty of principle, which can never be dis-
crowned.

In Memoriam,

Comrades, it is fitting ere we enter upon
the duties of another year, to pause upon its
threshold, and, with one more backward
glance, take leave of those who have thus far
accompanied us on our march. Many who
one year ago answered to the roll call, hold
their encampment today in the halls of heroes
in Valhalla, with Lincoln, Grant, Sherman,
Sheridan, Thomas and Logan. As we run
our eye over the old roster, now dimmed
with age and burnt with tears, we sadly
realize how "many a star has shed Its fatal
ray upon those we've loved long since, and
lost awhile." Few posts have escaped the
invasion of the Great Conqueror, and to many
of us He has come very close and torn from
us those to whom we were bound by close
encircling bands. More than 7,000 of our
number, within the short twelve months,
have crossed the star-lit line, and ere an-
other encampment assemples some in this
presence will Join their comrades on eternal
camping grounds. National, department and
post officers have often been called upon to
perform the last- sad rites over their fallen
comrades, and with the simply bronze badge
upon their breasts, they have laid them
away upon their shields. I speak of many—
you are thinking of one. Long had he served
you and his state and nation faithfully; long
had his firm, quiet character been a positive
factor In public affairs. You learned to love
him, you learned to trust him, you raised
him to that high position for which he was
so fitted. In the midst of his usefulness the
Supreme Commander summoned him to a
higher service. Death came suddenly, and
you laid him away at Madison amid the flow-
ers moistened by the tears of many friends.
But, comrades, he is not dead. A patriot
never dies! His spirit moves among us to-
day! We see him not, but the inner soul
catches the sound of his voice as in years
agone. He comes not to claim his wanted
place, but in our hearts he asserts his rights
and while today we deliberate for the welfare
of his comrades, may we still give heed to
the guiding counsel of our departed but ever-living friend and comrade—Lucius Fairchild.

Comrades, our work for this year is nearly
completed and In returning to you unimpaired
the trust your suffrages imposed,. I desire toexpress my profound sense of appreciation.
1 hope that amy efforts in behalf of our great
organization have not been in vain, but that
some lasting good has been accomplished.
Permit me to again thank you for one of
the greatest honors of my life, second only
to that of being permitted to stand by your
side in defending our country in its hour ofperil, which service made it possible for
me to become a member Of the Grand Army
of the Republic. When your duty here isperformed and you return to your several
homes, may you each and all be constantly
under the guardian care of Htm who shieldedyou in the hot flame of battle, and, Anally,
may each one of you hear from the lips of theSupreme Commander the "Well done good
and faithful servant."

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT

Which Shows the Financial Con-
dition of the G. A. R.

The report and statistics of the G. A.
R. are to be found in the document
presented by Adjutant General Rob-
bins.

He had the following to say:
After many years of istimate association ln

fraternal labors, I tender you my sincere
thanks for the honor and confidence reposed
in me by my appointment as your adjutant-
general. I have used my utmost energy to
meet the requirements of the comrades every-
where, and with very few exceptions I be-
live I have been successful. My efforts have
met with hearty co-operation and courtesy. I
trust that the records of the year will be
found satisfactory to all. I respectfully sub-
mit this report of the business of my office
from Sept. 14, 1895, to this date.

The report of my predecessor to the twenty-
ninth national encampment showed that on
June 30, 1895, our membership in good stand-ing was 357,639, distributed among 7,303 posts,
with 49,600 members on the suspended list,
making a total of 407,239 on the rolls. From
exhibit A It will be seen that on June 30, 1896,
there were 7,302 posts, containing 340.610 com-
rades in good standing, with 42,561 carried on
the rolls as suspended. In addition to this
the last report shows "lost by delinquent re-ports," or the failure of posts to report at all,
2,285, making a grand total on the rolls of
385.456. The following shows the gains and
losses for the official year:

RECAPITULATION.
Members ln good standing June 30,

1895 357,639
Gain by muster in 13,467
Gain by transfer 5,418
Gain by reinstatement 13,095
Gain from delinquent reports 4,901

Total gain ...36,881
Aggregate .* 394,520

Loss by death ; 7,293
Loss by honorable discharge 1,283
Loss by transfer 5.912
Loss by suspension 28,033
Loss by dishonorable discharge 154
Loss by delinquent reports 11,235

Total loss 53,910

Members remaining in good standing.. 340,610
Members remaining suspended 42^561

Total borne on the rolls 383,171
The following table showing comparisons

of the death rate for the past eleven years
also percentage as to membership, is pub-
lished for Information of comrades:. , Per cent
Loss by death for year end-

March 31. 1886 3,020 0.93
Loss by death for year end-

ing March 31, 1887 3,406 0.95
Loss by death for year end-

ing March 31, 1888 4,433 1.18
Loss by death for year end-

ing June 30, 1889 4.696 1.18
Loss by death for year end-

ing June 30, 1890 5,476 1.33
Loss by death for year end-

ing June 30, 1891 5,965 1.46
Loss by death for year end-

ing June 30, 1892 6,404 161
ing June 30, 1893 7,002 1.78

Loss by death for year end-
ing June 30, 1894 7,283 1.97

ixis n by death for year end-
ins June 30, 1895 7,368 2.06L,oss by death foi year end-
ing June 30, 1896 7.293 2.*n

EXPENDED IN CHARITY.
/or -lx months ending Dec. 31,

1595 #05,559 C 7For six months ending June 30,
13S« 106,380 31

Total for year $211,949 98
This exhibit must be very gratifying to all

;f us, as it shows an increase _of $12,000 ex-. fnded in charity over the preceding year,
::otv-ithstanding a decrease in membership!
As a continuation of the labors of my pre-
decessor*, the following table is submitted,

showing the total membership of the GrandArmy from* 1878 to the present year, ,on
March 31, up to IS9I and on June 30 since
then:
1878 31.01811884' 372,960
1879 44.75211889 3<>7 <)74
1880 60,63411890 " "409489
1881 85.85611891 ' 407*781
1882 134.70111892 i.""399*880

11883 215.44611893 Wl\m11884 ....273.168U«94; sJ '.\u25a0m'im
i IS*-. :..294.787HJ9&-., 11 357,639
! 1886 &t,f.hs£r ti 340>,
! 1887 365.916! ,

I do not suppose that any "recommendation
that I could make would produce any radicalchange in the business 'PaethoMs of the severalposts and departments;! stlllHl cannot refrain
from saying that when a nost has a good
adjutant or quartermaster, they should be re-
tained from year to year, and when a de-

j partment has a competent assistant adjutant
i general or assistant quartermaster general
: they thould be encouraged «o perfect tliera-
j selves in their duties by a-permanency there-
of. Where this policy has prevailed, my ob-
servation teaches me that it has been of great

j benefit to the posts or 'departments. The re-
ports have been more afcdui-ttte and promptly; forwarded In these cases, '&nd, as every sol-

j dier is aware, promptness and correctness are
: the great requirements in thef field and in the
j office. Those departniants jljiat have con--1 solidated the offices of assistant adjutant, gen-
eral and assistant quartermaster general have
solved a large part of the difficulty In running

: a department, and have saved considerable In
1 the expenses. Looking at the question of
I simplifying the duties of the offices referred
j to, and relying upon the report of the m»-

--! jority of the committee on blanks to the last
! national encampment, I have issued a new
i form "A" and "B," consolidated on a single

sheet, whereby the assistant adjutant general
is certain of receiving the report of the

i adjutant and quartermaster of a post, at the
: same time, and also of receiving reports that
I agree with each other and with the preceding

report. I am assured by the assistant ad-
jutants general that these blanks have been
beneficial. In accordance with the same idea,
and knowing that national headquarters did
not need the detailed reports of every post
in the order, which were often imperfectly
reported by the assistant adjutant general, I
Issued a new blank, form "C," which is a
consolidated report from the assistant ad-
jutants general, and assistant quartermasters
general to the adjutant general of the con-
dition of each department semi-annually. This
form has substantially lessened the labors at
department headquarters and enables them
to transmit reports more promptly and ac-
curately. This form gives all of the data
necessary for the adjutant general to possess,
and it is in such shape that it is more ac-
cessible. I have had some trouble with some
of my comrade adjutants in regard to one
line in these reports, which, however, is a
copy of former blanks, and I recommend this
encampment to decide by resolution, in line
with the following statement of my opinion

TfUGue-9 -unnnfp-y
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of the proper way to fill out this blank. The
assistant adjutant general, in stating the
"gains from delinquent reports," should give
the difference between the number he set
down in his last report "ln good standing,"
for any post whose report had not been re-
ceived by him in time for his report to the
adjutant general and the actual number re-
ported by said post, when its delayed report
is afterwards received by him. Again, in the
line, "lost by delinquent reports," he should
deduct the difference between the number he
had set down "in good standing" in his
tabulation for any post that had not re-
ported in time, as above stated, when he
finally receives its report- My view of these
lines is that this is the only Interpretation
that can be given to them. Some of the
assistant adjutants general have claimed
that when they had not received the report
of a post or posts in time to include It in their
semi-annual report to the adjutant general
that they had the right to deduct the whole
membership of that post, or of forty posts, If
that many were delinquent from the report of
those in good standing. My interpretation of
rules and regulations is that no comrade can
be suspended from a post except on notice
and ballot at a regular meeting, and by a
parity of reasoning no post can be bodily
suspended except on due notice requiring it
to appear before the council of administration
and the action of the council suspending it
being approved by the commander-in-chief,
and until this has been done every post must
be considered to be in good standing, and the
number of its members in good standing
must be obtained from the last report re-
ceived from it. On no other theory can the
reports and condition of our order be main-
tained. I have been impressed with the ne-
cessity of lessening the labors and expenses
ln all departments of our order. In view of
that idea I believe that the offices of the
adjutant general and quartermaster general
should be consolidated, and that all blanks
s-hould be issued from headquarters, and that
the other supplies for departments, which are
principally manufactured in Philadelphia,
should be issued fey the custodian of records
in that city on the order of the adjutant gen-
eral. This would decrease correspondence and
increase facilities for the transaction of busi-
ness. The labors of my office have been in-
cessant and of almost universal variety. Hun-
dreds of questions on rules and regulations
have been decided and thousands of queries
answered with pleasure. Two editions of
rules and regulations have been Issued,
amounting to 11,000 copies, c-ontalning all the
amendments. Th 6total printed and written
matter sent out has amounted to over 250,000
pieces.

Past Commander-in-Chief Robert B. Beath
has, at your request, prepared an entirely
new edition of the Blue Book, which has en-
tailed upon him an immense amount of labor
that no other comrade could have performed
as well. During the present year Comrade
Beath has placed In the hands of the cus-
todian of records a large number of books
containing reports of national and depart-
ment encampments and other meetings per-
taining to Grand Army matters, which Is,
without doubt, the most complete edition in
existence and will prove of inestimable value
to the historian of the future. He is entitled
to the gratitude of the comrades for his con-
tinued labors of love for our order.
I have shipped to Comrade J. Henry Hol-

combe, custodian of records at Philadelphia,
all of the .superfluous documents that were
In my possession and am now prepared to
turn over to my successor such papers and
documents only as may be necessary for the
proper carrying on of the business of this
office. I have had bound the proceedings of
tbe several department encampments for 1895.
The library of the adjutant general's office
now comprises a complete record of the na-
tional and department history as far as it Is
possible to be obtained.

In closing the business of the year, I de-

sire to tender my thanks to all the comrades
of the Grand Army of the Republic and to

members of kindred organizations that have
been so kind to me.

EXHIBIT A.
June 30. June 30,

1895. 1896.
Denartmeats. "Po***o Memb'-*.

Alabama 13 243 13 198
Arizona 9 273 9 270
Arkansas 47 764 42 655
California & Nevada.. 105 5,fi77 106 5.329
Col. and Wyoming 54*| 2,181 52 1.991
Connecticut .: 70 6.403 69 6.0*7
Delaware 21 789 22 795
Florida 24 550 26 525
Georgia , '1? 460 13 649
Idaho ' 11 258 17 375
Illinois .. .. 576 27.450 573 26,625
Indiana 608-"21,577 495 20,503
Indian Territory ll 237 13 248
lowa 438;16.7«4 437 16.224
Kansas 425 15.355 440 14.710
Kentucky 173 5.341 139 5.094
Louisiana & Miss 12l 1.129 31 1,200
Maine 165 8.910 165 8.662
Maryland 51 3.293 53 3.078
Massachusetts 21122.864 212 22.233
Michigan -, 362 16.951 366 16.367
Minnesota .** 18* 7 683 183 8.170
Missouri ; 400 16.401 402 15.577
Montana £ if 517 18 541
Nebraska " 271 7.800 274 7.6iV>
Yew Hamoshire .' 9*2 4 595 93 4.432
yew Jersey * 11* 7.221 113 6.607
\*ew Mexico 12 /93 8 134
Yew York 650 38.036 651 37.05*
Vorth Dakota 85 573 26 658
->hio 689 36.601 68135.02!*
"Udahoma 24 870 53 1.140
Oregon 59 1.884 59 1.932
-'ennslvvanla 627 43.213 607 36.6R--
~-otomac 19 3.230 19 3.00*!
\u25a0?bode Tsland 26.2.508 25 2.3«*>

Dakota 77 2.138 85 2.250
"\u25a0"-"•nnessee 91 2.924 98 2.9?0
'\u25a0"-\u25a0xas 37 1,089 42 R52
T*fah 5 182 5 TfO
\u25a0'ermont 113 5,001 112 4.762
"a and N. Carolina.. 53 1,450 51 1.229
Washington and Alas. '«8 t,ltl W 2,400

Poor
Pilgarfiw,
there is no need for you
to contemplate a wig
when you can enjoy the
pleasure of sitting again
under your own "thatch."
You can begin to get
your hair back as soon
as you begin to use

Ayer's
Hair Vigor.
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Totals
m

7,303 357,639 7,302 340,610
Per Capita Tax Rece'lvad by A. J. Bnrbank

Quartermaster-General O. A. X , for
the Year ICndlng Aug. 15, 1896.

„„„„,„ SECOND HALF FIRST HALF
DEPTS.

Date'9s Amount. Date' 96 Amount.

Alabama. M'eh.B. t2 44 Aug, 3. |2 48
Arizona . Jan.l 4. 3 40 Aug.ls. 8 38
Arkansas. May 1.. 7 90' *Cal. and I

Nevada.. Jan. 13. 72 60 Aug. 1. 67 40Colo, and_ wy° April3. 26 16 Aug. 3. 24 60
*--onu Jan. 28. 77 60 Aug. 6. 75 59
Dak. N .. Feb.2B. 705 Aug. 6. 692
Dak. 5... Feb. 3. 29 49 Aug. 14. 28 ISDelaware.. Jau.3l. 9 96 J'ly 30. 0 94
Florida... Feb.ll. 697 Aug. 4. 665
Georgia... M'ch.4. 6 80 Aug.lo. 8 11
Idaho Mch. 13 4 29 Aug. 8. 4 "9
Illinois .... Mch. 24 338 61 Aug. 4. 332 81Ind ana... Feb 6. 261 90 Aug.lo. 256 28
Indian T.. Jan. 18. 810 Aug. 3. • 310
J°WII- Mch. 13 204 82Aug.ll. £02 80
Kansas . Feb. 26. 186 14 Aug. 4. 183 88Kentucky. Feb.2o. 65 50 Aug. 15. 63 68Louisiana

& Miss.. Vch. 14 15 67 Aug. 13. 13 71
Maine Feb. 17. HO 49 Aug. 8. 108 27Maryland. Feb 4. 40 36 J'ly 30. 38 47
Mass Jan.l 4. 282 43 J'ly 20. 277 61Michigan.. Feb. 22. 209 55 Aug. 3. 204 59Minn Mch 3. 98 46 Aug.l3. 102 13Missouri.. Feb. 26. 193 74 Ang.ls. 187 68
Montana. Jan. 11. 5 91 J'ly so. 6 80
Nebraska. Feb.2o 94 85 Aug. 14. 72 86
N. Hamp.. Jan.l 4 67 03 J'ly 20. 55 40
N. Jersey.. Jan.2l. 87 39 J'ly 30 82 59
N. Mcx ... Jan.3l. 2 60 Aug. 4. 1 68
New York. Feb.2o. 470 36 ! Aug. 7. 463 23
Ohio M'ch.3. 444 38|!Aug. 11. 437 75
Oklahoma Mch. 13 11 93. J'ly 31. 14 25
Oregon.... Jan.2B. 25 05 'Aug. 4. 24 16
Perm May 1.. 460 10 Aug 14. 458 .*"•>
Potomac. Feb. 4. 38 62 Aug.lo. 37 56
Rhode 1... Jan. 17. 80 00, Jiy 20. 29 61
Tennessee.:Feb.Tß. 87 24"Jlv 24. 36 50
Texas IMch. 14 11 90; IAug. 13. 9 26
Utah Jan.ll. 2 25 1 J'lv iO. 2 12
Vermont. Jan.2l. 61 Ml'J'ly 24. 59 53Virginia

&N. Car. Feb. 22. 16 28 *Wash. &
Alaska.. Feb 22. £8 70, Aug.ll. 30 00

W. Va !Feb. 28. 27 96;j'ly 30. 25 39
Wisconsin Mch. 14 145 64. Aug.l4. 142 41

Total.J I 54.322 85N $4,202 42
•Per capita tax received too late for inser-

tion in this report.

Minnesota.

HARRISON WHITE. A. I. G.
Ihave the honor to report that I have made

a careful inspection of the headquarters of
the Department of Minnesota, and the records
of the same, which I find in excellent condi-
tion.

The headquarters of the department are
conveniently located in room 1117, Lumber
Exchange, Minneapolis, are commodious and
attractive to visitors, the walls being decorat-
ed with "Old Glory," souvenirs of the sever-
al national and department encampments, as
well as portraits, handsomely framed, of past
department commanders and prominent gen-
erals of the army. An interesting collection
of relics of the war also form a part of the
attractions to the old comrades and their
friends. A fire-proof vault for the preserva-
tion of the department records opens from the
room, where papers, books of record, and oth-
er valuable property are filed and stored
safely.

The system adopted in 1893 for inspection of
posts ln the department by comrades from
neighboring posts, has proved successful both
ln efficiency and from a financial standpoint,
reducing the expense to simply postage on
correspondence connected with the office of
department inspector, and has been continued
during the past year with satisfactory results.

Our Boliders' home is beautifully located at
Minnehaha Falls, on the banks of the Missis-
sippi river, and under the management of an
excellent board of trustees it has become a
credit to our department. Their report shows
a most favorable condition of affairs at the
home.

The Woman's Relief corps Is alive and
active in their work of charity, and is doing
a noble work throughout the department. I
find that by their assistance and encourage-
ment many local posts have bridged over
their financial difficulties, been lifted out of
despondency, and become live, working posts.

The department commander and his efficient
corps of department and staff officers show
a commendable zeal in the performance of
their duties.

Montana.
PERRY H. MANCHESTER. A. I. G.

This department held its annual encamp-
ment at Bozeman, Mont., April 9 and 10. I
regret to say that at that time I was sick
in bed, and therefore could not make a per-
sonal inspection of the officers of this de-
partment, but I can truthfully report that
this department, is in a flourishing condition
at the present time.

The "department headquarters- in 1895 were
in Helena, and the present year they are in
Bozeman. I visited the present headquarters
in May and found everything kept ln good
shape. There have been two new posts organ-
ized since Jan. 1, 1896—George B. McClellan
post, with 17 members, and U. S. Grant post,
reorganized, with -.3 members. We have also
had a gain ln membership throughout the de-
partment, and on July 1. 1896, we had a
membership of 544. So you can see that our
department is in a good flourishing condition.

The 30th of May, 1896. witnessed the laying
of the corner stone of our state soldiers' home
at Columbia Falls, which is to be a fine build-
ing and a beautiful home for all of our needy
comrades.

Sontta Dakota.
R. T. ROBINSON, A. I. G.

I find that each department officer is fully
alive to the importance of his position, and
that the work of the department has been
done ln a systematic, businesslike manner.

,'Cotnirfander li'»*rb''lre arid. hi*,'very efficient ad-
jutant, Comrade Deerirrg, 'have given their
best efforts to the work, and as a result the
department is today in splendid condition. I
And that notwithstanding the general hard
times and financial depression throughout the
state, the finances of the department are
good, the reports from posts promptly made,
and delinquencies at the minimum.
I have been unable to visit the soldiers'

home, which Is located at Hot Springs, but
from a published statement by the adju-
tant, and from information obtained from De-
partment Commander Drake, the management
appears to be good and the boys happy and
contented. The present membership Is 165,
of whom 140 are pensioners, receiving each
quarter $4,971.25. The appropriation from the
state ln 1895 was $26,630.

Wisconsin.

S. W. EAGER, A. I. O.
On April 29, 1896, I made a thorough inspec-

tion of the headquarters of the Department of
Wisconsin, located at Fort Atkinson. Com-
rade S. H. Tallmadge, assistant adjutant gen-
eral, cheerfully placed before me the books
and papers of his office, which I carefully ex-
amined, and found to be neatly writtfn up to
date; the letters, accounts, requisitions and
other documents, appertaining to the business
of the office were systematically filed ln
bundles so that any particular paper could be
found without a moment's delay.

On the same day I Inspected the books of
the assistant quartermaster general, Comrade
D. W. Curtis, also located at Fort Atkinson.

At the time of my visit to headquarters,
Department Commander llor-1 was absent
from home, he being in attendance at a camp
fire. I noticed in the memorandum book in
the assistant adjutant general's office the
dates and places of fifty-one camp fires and
reunions which had been attended by the de-
partment commander and adjutant general
during their official term In office.

On April 30 I visited and Inspected the
Wisconsin veterans' home, located three and
one-half miles from the City of Waupaca, and
was cordially received by the commandant,
C. Caldwell, and the matron, Mrs. Ida J.
Caldwell, his wife. The home Is conducted
on the cottage plan, and has been very much
Improved and enlarged since my visit there
last year. A description of the grounds and
buildings, as they were at that time, can be
found in my report on page 197 of the Journal
of the twenty-ninth national encampment, G.
A. R.. held at Louisville, Ky., 1895, so that it
is hardly necessary to give any detailed ac-
count of it in this report, but I will reccrd
the additional improvements made during the
past year for your information. A fine, new
building, called Jerry Rusk hall, has been
erected at a cost of $9,375. This contains
twenty-four lodging rooms and three wards,
completely furnished. Seven of the rooms
were fitted up by donations from the general
fund of the department woman's relief corps,
and one room by a post. At each end of the

CONSOLIDATED REPORT AS PER REPORTS RECEIVED FROM DIFFERENT DEPTS

la g I s§ s
»l ? " 5 £? 2*5 9_i 2 • So P^S» -in*" - "3 £ £ "3n »

DEPARTMENTS. "§ &mS •,"• - ~~ . feS
oi 13= H 2 -a S-8.3 o£
3 -B H a be '2 53-g o®

» § »SS « B ft teas -j*
& 3 fc fc •< .. W < >

Alabama 8 136 1. 113 10
Arizona..... 7 250 54 95 $188 75 11,380 00
California and Nevada.... 113 5.741 20 19 811,120 69 2,212 96 10,3 »6 11 28 096 91
Connecticut 69 6,351 34 51 64.597 95 6,971 32
Delaware 28 796 12 7 690 73 356 70 6.'9 71 4.469 50
Florida 29 650 6 7 166 78 1:75 40 377 66 636 91
Georgia 18 544 1 6 12 00 104 25 582 10 490 00
Idaho 16 549 3 4 658 85 193 90 916 15 4.647 05
Illinois 600 26.929 30 105 10,176 00 5,670 06 51 152 59 87,743 79
Indiana 508 19.1C5 32 80 4,26193 2,682 55 £9,6".Hj 53 65,025 20
Indian Territory 1. 18 264 128 65 854 65
lowa 411 16,386 65 190 4,927 32 6 95199 2003331 71,776 88
Kansas 363 12.939 30 48 1,287 86 4,0 835 11,.95 07 69,417 47
Kentucky 106 3,370 10 19 184 92 616 45 1,918 42 2.512 24
Maine 167 8,839 71 46 6.464 01 3,086 27 30,366 09 69,147 56
Maryland 67 3.026 21 12 1,662 81 1,785 26 4.133 91 15.923 95
Massachusetts 212 22,937 201 182 137,555 65 33.244 16 128,30183 366,194 36
Michigan 358 16.628 40 102 2,660 92 3.412 90 13.630 97 70.58s 45
Minnesota 189 6,751 39 52 1,584 18 1.666 71 7.72123 43,065 29
Missouri 322 13.7C9 80 57 11,123 67 4,237 74 16,979 75 32,075 26
Montana 16 623 2 1 93 00 220 28 439 99 2,215 00
Nebraska 198 6,288 50 49 945 60 6.880 66 6,01109 34,575 75
New Hampshire 93 4,549 41 63 8,184 30 1,516 60 19.580 04 49.86134
New Jersey 116 7,341 67 42,730 08 9,14150 48,188 31 76,170 61
New Mexico 10 177 80 00
New York 682 37,629 222 215 88,296 84 106,648 37 151.400 84 262,434 79
Ohio 586 34,428 92 111 3,780 56 9,000 17 45,013 44 133,684 97
Oklahoma 26 619 2 30144 686 50 158 50
Oregon 63 2,007 150 44 1.69110 1.898 34 7,605 78
Pennsylvania. 690 37,971 550 178 81,312 72 24,649 71 232,895 92 6-22,324 00
Potomac 19 3.363 3 17 1.615 60 1.537 46 7.*«:97 17 6.057 3
Rhodelsland 26 2,517 22 15 11.200 77 l"538 65 13.459 67 81J15 11
South Dakota 89 2,276 1 20 245 68 609 21 155141 6.994 76
Texas 35 818 1 6 115 66 241 33 618 62 2,07185
Utah 5 180 1 2 555 374 95 477 04 1,640 95
Vermont 112 5,035 17 43 3,953 13 1,699 17 8.106 55 24,5(9 73
Virginiaand N. Carolina. 50 1,397 43 9 3150 1.143 99 1.804 84 11.205 33
Wisconsin 264 11.650 31 10 948 52 8.87106 19.843 80 66,599 98

T0ta15......... 6,396833,382 1,723 1,793
|$442,401 17 $247,669 66 $1,008,900 31 $2,139,92442

main hall there Is a large sitting room fur-
nished with easy chairs, rockers, tables, etc.
There has also been erected an amusement
hall, 78x38 feet, costing $2,625, and capable ofseating 300 persons. A new building, costing
$1,164, has been built for a postofflce, which
is furnished with boxes and other appoint-
ments necessary for the conduct of the busi-
ness, in the very latest style of Uncle Sam's
most approved offices elsewhere. In another
part of the building is a barber shop, a tailor
shop, and shoe shop. An addition, 40x40 feet,
has been made to the main dining hall,
which, with a good sized addition to the din-ing hall of the hospital, cost $2,290. The hos-
pital building has been generally enlarged.
The electric light plant has been made very
much larger, and a new smokestack built.
There are forty-two cottages on the ground;,
and ten or twelve large buildings and halls.
The streets and surroundings Impress the vis-
itor as he approaches the place that he Is
about to enter a neat and well-kept village.

At the date of my Inspection the member-
ship of the home was 231 males and 116 fe-
males (86 wives and 30 widows). G. A. R.
Post No. 125, composed of the veterans of the
home, is in a flourishing condition. Com-
mandant Caldwell is the post commander.

On April 18 I made a visit to the North-
western branch of the national home for dis-
abled soldiers, locatrd near Milwaukee. This
institution being a national and not a Grand
Army nor state home, my inspection was ofcourse entirely unofficial; nevertheless the of-
ficers welcomed me most courteously, and af-
forded me every facility to obtain items of in-
terest connected therewith.

Veteran Post. G. A. R.. No. 8, located at
the national home, ranks among the best In
the department, and has 275 members ln good
standing. Comrade W. F. Ryan is post com-
mander. Comrade Ryan is also commander
of Gushing Naval Veterans' post, wh:ch meets
In the same hall, and has sixty members.

I obtained the following Hems from the de-
partment treasurer of the Woman's Relief
corps:
The number of corps on March 31,

1896, was 129
Total membership in this department

in good standing 4654Expended for relief, in cash and oth-
erwise by the several corps $6,186 89

Turned over to posts «15 27Expended by department of Woman's
Relief corps 855 28

Total $7,957_44
The department encampment was held at

Rac'.ne, May 20-21, and was a success in even-particular. The attendance was very large
and the proceedings weree characterized by
exceeding harmony. Among those presentwere Past-Commander-in-( hlef Weissert, of
Milwaukee, and nine past department com-
manders. The department commander of Il-linois and his official stall visited our en-
campment in a body and addressed us.

PEXSIOX COMMITTEE REPORTS.

Discussion of the Pickier Mmsare
Sow in Congress.

One of the most important matters
before the afternoon session was the
report of the pension committee, whichbody was under instructions to con-
sider the bill now before congress look-ing to a rearrangement of the system
in many of its features. The report of
the committee comprised some 2,000
words, and the custodian of the rec-
ords declined to give it out for publi-
cation at this time.

The report of the pension committee
referred only to the Pickier bill, whichpassed congress last session and which
is now before the senate.

The Pickier bill is designed to correct
the errors of law and construction
which have developed during the ad-
ministration of the bureau of pensions
during the last three years, and com-
pelling liberality toward the pension
rather than toward the government.

The report of the committee recom-
mended that the encampment speak In
no uncertain tones urging upon the
United States senate the passage of
this bill in all essential particulars, as
it came from the house, leaving sec-
tions 1 and 14 to be adopted or amend-
ed as the consideration of public policy
shall demand.

Sections 1 and 14, which are not in-
cluded in the recommendation of the
committee provide (1) that prior I
service in the confederate army or
navy shall be no bar to a pension, and I
(4) further provides that the lack of an j
honorary discharge from prior service I
shall not disqualify. It provides also j
that whenever a case under consid- !

3

eKan°K is. ln fo'vte. U%iist the veteranshall be given the benefit of the uncer-
tainty rather than the government.
The report was adopted. Mr. Clarkson
made a speech ln Its favor, and won
friends for himself as well as for themeasure.

The committee, consisting of Com-
rades Ell Torrence and Washington
Gardner, appointed at Louisville lastyear to consider the matter of erecting
monuments to the brave women of wartimes, reported ln a lengthy memorialWhat had be-m done since the forma-tion of the nation to perpetuate thememory of brave men and nationalheroes, and deploring the fact that thegovernment had never erected a statueor monument to a woman. The reso-
lutions recommended that steps betaken before congress and on otherlines to secure the erection of fittingtributes to the bravery and self-sacri-fice of the heroines of the country. Theresolution was adopted.

Another resolution was presented by
a special committee, recommending theadoption of the project of organizing
a National Woman's Relief corps withthe privilage of appending the title,
Auxilliary to the Grand Army of theRepublic," such organization to take

the place of the several now in exis-tance. The report favored the idea ofconsolidating the different organiza-
tions so that there would be but one
woman's organization, one for the
Sons, and one G. A. R. The report
held ovor, and there will be many com-
munications and resolutions to be actedupon today.

Elizabeth A. Turner, national presi-
dent of the Woman's Relief Corps, pre-
sented a concise report of the work of
that organization since its formation
In 1883. The figures, which were some-
what surprising, showing the great
volume of charitable Work accom-plished by the women, will be found
elsewhere.

The report of the credentials com-
mittee showed that there were present
1,222 delegates entitled to a vote.

The Sons of Veterans came in for
•some little attention at the hands of
the encampment, in a resolution froma special committee recommending
that the S. Vs. be allowed to attend
sessions of the G. A. R posts, under
restrictions binding them to keep in-
violate the secrets of the order. This
resolution presented a lively parlia-
mentary struggle, and several minor-ity reports and amendments were
tacked onto the report of the majority
of the committee. No definite actionwas taken in the matter, however,
final discussion being postponed untiltoday. The matter is one of great im-
portance, both to the So ns of Veter-
ans and the G. A. R., and the report
is liable to bring on a lively debate.

On assembling the encampment.the
officers of the day and assistants were
detailed as follows:

Officer of the day, H. A. Norton.
Officer of the guard, Samuel R. Mc-

Cullough.
Guards, R. W. Devore, Alf. S. Sayle3,

W. D. Mitchell, Charles Temme, Allen
Swain, Henry A. Morse, James Cha-
poon, J. D. Hines. E. M. Reed, Levi
Lamson, George T. Tyron, Peter
Plunges, Charles Sissey.

FIRST WISCONSIN INFANTRY

Perfects an Organization and Holds
a Happy Meeting-.

The headquarters of the Nebraska
department was utilized yesterday by
the members of the First Wisconsin
Infantry for the purposes of forming
an organization which will meet every
year. Department Commander H. C.
Culver, of Nebraska, was a survivor
of the First Wisconsin, and he was

; elected president of the new organiza-
j tion, and Capt. Robert W. York, of
Minneapolis, secretary.

The First Wisconsin was mustered
j into service in April, 1861. When the
first call for troops was issued, there
was a great hustling among the com-
panies then organized for admittance,
as the state was allowed only one
regiment under the first call. Among
the companies accepted was one organ-
ized by James O. Pierce, of Minne-
apolis, and this company was given
third place, or Company C. Comrade
Pierce yesterday exhibited to the mem-
bers of the old First, the original en-
rollment sheet and books of Co. C, in
which many of the survivors present
at the reunion found their own sig-
natures, which were placed there years
ago. Co. C was formed and mustered
in service at Horicon, Wis.

YESTERDAY'S CARRIAGE DRIVE.

It Was Enjoyed by a Large X:imb--r
of Guests.

The drive by the women's committee
to the G. A. R. visitors was enjoyed
yesterday by a large number of the
veterans and their wives. The drive •
Included all of the prominent streets
of the city. Mrs. C. G. Higbee was the
chairman of the drive committee. The
start was made from the headquarters
on Summit avenue.

"The Colonnade,"
Corner of St. Peter and Tenth streets,
has the most comfortable suites of
rooms in the city; hot and cold water,
and elevator service. Prices moder-
ate. Apply to Luther S. Cushing. 137
Endicott Building, or to the superin-
tendent, on the premises.

SSO to $75 SAVED
l By Purchasing a

!; this week;.

jiThis is a Bona Fide Offer.

'I Let every one wanting- a Piano
Ji take advantage of this great sale
i[ during G. A. R. week.
I ...NO RESTRICT.ON 3MADE. .
5 Every Piano in our warerooms,

CmCKEf^INGS,
ji FISGrtERS,

FRfIrNKIJNS,
ij And Others at $50 to $75 reduction.

i»,lii[w.,
20-22-24 W. sth It, St. Paul.

1 56 and 58 7tii SI. So., Minneapolis,

[A Handsome Complexion
is one of tbe greatest charms a woman can
possess. Pqzzoni's Cokplsxiom Powobs
gives it.
\u25a0 "' '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0———„!„,. i ,r^
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