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TODAY'S WEATHER,
\ Sept. 9.—Forecast for
sota—Fair; colder in south-
rly winds.

Fair, preceded by showers in
n; decidedly colder; brisk north-

warmer; winds becoming
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.
States Department of Agrlculture:
3 au, Washington, Sept. 9, 6:48
Time, 8 p. m. 75th Meridian
rations taken at the same mo-
> at all stations.

ce. Tem. |[Place.
Paul ............64/Winnipeg
Duluth 2
HUTOR . iunes assss

St.

|Bismarck ... ..

)|Buffalo .... «c...
44/Cheyenne

42/ChiCARO ..e0 see..T
40 Cincinnati 8
50/Helena
5iMontreal ....
.42 New Orleans
44 New York
44/Pittsburg ..
Winnipeg ..

EY! conatacs
ine Hat

Swift Current
Qu'Appelle ...
Minnedosa ....

DAILY MEANS.

Barometer, 29.83; thermometer, 66; relative
hur ty, 86; wind, west; weather, cloudy;
maximum thermometer, 68; minimum ther-
mometer, 64; daily range, 4, amount of rain-
fall in last twenty-four hours, 0.

RIVER AT 8 A. M.

Gauge Danger Height of

Reading. Line. Water. Change.
St. Paul Bps ] 1.7 *0.1
La Crosse ....... ..10 lﬂé ——g%
Davenport ...... 15 . -
B Lgule s e 30 6.2 —0.2
-——Vltris:“ *Fall.

Note—Barometer corrected for temperature
and elevation. —P. F. Lyons, Observer.
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PARTISAN, NOT PATRIOT.

National Democrats read with in-
dignation, Bryan Democrats with
pleasure and Republicans, intelligent

ones, with dismay, the editorial in the
Pioneer Press commenting on the elec-
tions in Vermont and Arkansas. The
first were suffering the pangs that
come from separation from comrades
of years of struggle, compelled to part
by their conviction that duty to coun-
try was more imperative than duty
to party. They had gathered in na-
tional convention to proclaim anew
their old faith, conscious that their
action might cause the defeat of their

old party. They had gone farther on
the line of patriotic duty, and, by
naming for the candidate for vice
president one who had borne arms

under the Confederacy, they pt:ocla.im
that at last sectionalism, the fierce
hatreds of the war, the bad days of
North against South, had passed
away, and that the old Union was re-
stored in all its integrity, in spirit as
well as in bond. To them this belated
war cry of the days of reconstruction
came to make them feel more than
ever the danger if the people should
restore to power a party containing
men who could, in such times as these,
raise the old spirit of division and
hatred.

For precisely the reasons that this
editorial aroused the indignation of
the National Democrats, it excited
pleasure in the minds of the Demo-
crats who adhere to the Chicago
movement, for they knew that it was
a slap in the faces of those of their
former comrades who had refused to
g0 with them, and would act as a
repellant on many. Intelligent Repub-
licans were dismayed. They are broad
enough to recognize all the conditions
of these troublesome times. They
could see that it was a time to sink
the partisan in the patriot. They saw
that men were aligning themselves on
new lines; that the old ones were ob-
literated, and that nothing but harm
could come from any attempt to re-
vive them. They are quite’ as em-
phatic in their condemnation of the
article and the spirit displayed in it
as are the National Democrats.
Whether they view it from the low
point of policy or from the higher
one of patriotism, their repudiation of
it is general. In the name of the Na-
tional Demeocrats and of these Re-
publicans, in the name of our goéd
city and the Northwest, in the name
of the cause in which we are enlisted,
We enter our protest against this out-
burst of partisanship, this wail of the
spirit of days that are happily de-
parted forever.

ANOTHER ACCEPTANCE SPEECH.

Mr. Bryan accepted yesterday the
second instalment of his triple-plated
nomination, being that tendered by
the Chicago convention. In his reply
to the committee there is little worthy
of note, because he lays aside the is-
sues an which he has already deliv-
ered himself not wisely but too well,
and simply gives out a running com-
mentary on the various planks in the
platform. As his remarks are not
framed with reference to the real
meaning of those planks, but are
based upon general principles of gov-
ernment, long ago accepted by both
parties, they are neither appropriate
nor valuable.

For instance, he devotes a long para-
graph of his address to the relations
between federal governments and
those of the states; a subject exhaust-
ed and not today a possible issue in
any sense. All understand that in this
union of states the federal govern-
ment has certain powers, defined and
limited by the constitution; and that

the rights of the  states
guarded with jealous care. There is
not the remotest danger that the lim-
its will be overstepped. The plank
of the Chicago convention to which
this refers was understood by every-
body to refer, at the instance of Gov.
Altgeld, to the power of the nation to
insist upon non-interference with the
carriage of its mails, and to prevent
the interruption of interstate com-
merce after the authoritles of a state
had refused to do their duty or to
call upon the nation for assistance.
That is a very different matter; and
Mr. Bryan cannot invoke the consti-
tutional doctrine of federal and state
powers . to cover a demand that the
national government shall have no
right to enforce its own laws.

There are two portions of the speech,

however, in which the most pa-
triotic citizens of ~ the republic
will find much that is positively
and thoroughly obnoxious. The one
covers the subject of the tariff; on
which Mr. Bryan avoids declaring |

himself by saying that nobody must
pay any attention to protection or free
trade until after we get free coinage
of silver. He thus openly plays for
both kinds of votes. As to the civil
service, he arrays himself, as must be
expected, on the side of the spoilsmen.

| There could be no better measure of

the man than this, and nothing
should make his cause more repug-
nant to the friends of good govern-
ment. A fixed term of office, with

succession on partisan lines, so that

all may have a show, is his idea. “It
would open the public service to a
large number of citizens without im-
pairing its efficiency.” This is Mr.

| Bryan’s opinion of the value of a re-

form that has done more for the bet-
terment of politics and the improve-
ment of the public service than any-
thing else during the last generation.
This is his gauge of the way in wHich
the public business should be con-
ducted. This is his bid te the “very
hungry and very thirsty” whom he
hopes to allure. No man who is not
a convert to the spoils system in Its
most odious form can ecast a ballot for
Mr. Bryan. If, after he has accepted
the People’s party nomination, in a
third speech, all of his deliverances on
these occasions could be bound to-
gether and laid before the people, we
should have, without another word of
argument, the most complete and con-
vinecing series of reasons ever offered
by any man why he should not be
elected president of the United States.

DO THEY BELIEVE THIS?

The assertion made and repeated ad
nauseam by Mr. Groot in his address
of notification to Mr. Bryan, at Lin-
coln, and accepted explicitly by the
candidate himself, contains the most
monstrous and impossible charge ever
made by any political party or its
representatives against a large part
of the people of the country in which
they live, and against human Kkind.
If these gentlemen believe what they
profess to, they are either monu-
ments of credulity or hold such a dis-
torted view of human action and mo-
tive that they are unfit to be trusted
with power. If they do not believe
it, they are seeking political advance-
ment by setting before the nation as
truth an unparalleled and almost un-
imaginable lie. In either case, the re-
flection upon them is a severe one.

Mr. Groot states his view of the
situation in his opening sentences:
““We are now entering upon the great-
est struggle for the emancipation of
the people from industrial bondage,
industrial slavery, that was ever en-
gaged in by man. If we fail, our
country will be despoiled, out institu-
tions will be destroyed ang our civili-
zation will perish.” There is at least
no uncertainty of language about this.
Mr. Groot has made use of words
which neither he nor Mr. Bryan can
be allowed to take back. He pro-
ceeds, a little later on, as follows:
“The gold barons of the world have
formed the most gigantic trust that
has ever been formed among men to
control and regulate the volume of
money in circulation in the interest
of themselves alone. They have set
about deliberately and premeditatedly
to enslave the American people, pros-
trate their industries, destroy their op-
portunities and impoverish the nation
and the people thereof,”

This is a direct charge against
all those who uphold the gold
standard, and involved, as the
speaker and the gentlemen ad-

dressed openly state, both those Re-
publicans and those Democrats who
ha.ve. heretofore urged and are now
urging the maintenance of the exist-
ing monetary standard. . ‘'We include
Mr. Bryan because in his reply he
said: “I accept the nomination ten-
dered on behalf of the silver party in
the spirit in which that nomination
was presented.” We have shown the
spirit in which Mr. Groot presented
it, and Mr. Bryan says that he ac-
cepts it in the same spirit. He there-
fore indorses with his name the
charge brought by the representatives
of the silver party against what has
always been, up to this time, and what
we still believe to be, an overwhelm.-
ing majority of the American peo-
ple, g

We repeat that the men who can
thus lfbel a large portion of their fel-
low cftizens, hitherto, at least, a ma-
jority, and probably a majority at
the present time, are really unfit to
enjoy with them the rights of com-
mon citizenship. We believe ourselves
that the free silver people are utterly
mistaken, and that the remedy which
they suggest would be found freighted
with untold woes for cur people. But
we do not believe,we have not charged
and shall never assert, that the masses
of men who are supporting, mistak-
enly, the free silver movement, are in-
tentionally and willfully plotting de-
struction to our institutions. Mr.
Groot and Mr. Bryan bar themselves
from this explanation of their posi-
tion by the choice of words for an
occasion when they knew that their
utterances would be closely scrutin-
ized. ‘“Deliberately and premeditated-
ly” is the language of the charge. It
is not that the advocates of the gold
standard are, in the judgments of
these people, following a wrong policy
through ignorance, but they are “de-
liberately !.Ed premeditatedly” plan-

should io

ning to bring about the destruction
our institutions and our civilization
itself. Does any thinking man in the
United States imagine that these men
believe such a thing? If they do._
they should shake from their feet the
dust of a country given over to such
abominable wickedness. If they do
not, in what positien have they placed
themselves by their public assertions?
One more conclusion forces itself
upon the reader of these remarkable
proceedings at Lincoln, :
call the attention of, the voter to the
obvious and announced fact that the
programme of the free silver people
does not stop with free coinage. That
is only a beginning, The most pertinent
sentence in Mr. Groot's address fol-
lows his statement that the American
peohle cannot be adequately protected
in their industries by tariff duties.
Again, we quote his exact words:

There is no possible way of protecting them
except by an enormous increase of the quan-
tity of money in circulation, If the people
have no money they are powerless to protect
themselves except by brute force. The more
money they have the more easy it will be
for them to protect themselves against the
aggressions of others.

Here we have the programme of the
future revealed. What the silver peo-
ple and all the aggregation behind
Mr. Bryan have in view is not merely
the free coinage of silver, but an
“‘enormous” increase in the volume of
money. They look not to the Chicago
platform, but to that adopted at St.
Louis, which calls for an addition to
our inconvertible paper money until
it shall equal the idea of the most
generous fiatist. Observe closely Mr.
Groot's language: ‘“The more money’
the people have, he says, ‘“the easier
it is for them to protect themselves.”
The argument is progressive and
cumulative. Free silver is not enough.
Fiat paper to the amount of $50 per
capita is not enough. Nothing short
of infinity is enough. It is more and
more and always more, because ‘“the
more money” the pecple have the bet-
ter off than they are; and as
they will always want to be bet-
ter off than they are, so must they, in
order to realize that, be always add-
ing to the volume of the currency.
This position, also, Mr. Bryan accepts,
because he takes the nomination on
the platform adopted, and accepts it
“in the spirt” in which it is tendered.
What we suppose is, that Mr. Bryan,
who is not in the habit of thinking
about what he says, but only talks
to the occasion, does not really be-
lieve the infamous charge here al-
leged against the American people, and
would not specifically pledge himself
to assist an unlimited inflation of the
currency by fiat issue, Yet if he would
not, after the Lincoln occurrence, he
is less than honest. If he would, he
is less than worthy of the name of an
American citizen. If he has simply
been letting his tongue run away with
him, and pouring out words, words,
words, without stopping to consider
what they mean, what kind of a man
is that for president?

TOM CARTER IS LEVEL-HEADED.

We are not aware that Tom Carter
has put forward any other claim to the
title of statesman than may be implied
in his acceptance of a seat in the sen-
ate of the United States. One looks
vainly over his record, since he quit
peddling books for politics, to find any
evidence of the possession of those
qualities that entitle men to be thus
classed. It is true he conducted a
presidential campaién and showed
some of the habits of the statesman in
his disregard for money, having left
his committee some $75,000 behind and
obliging it to sell the succeeding con-
vention to the highest bidding city to
get the wherewithal to square up its
accounts. But the similarity here is
doubtful, for, if statesmen are indiffer-
ent about their own money, they are
quite sure to be scrupulous about that
of others. So Carter, of Montana, must
be set down somewhere outside the
class of statesmen.

It follows that when Tom delivers
himself on economic questions he is not
to be taken as an oracle whose utter-
ances are to be accepted as infallible.
People, even in Montana, may feel
themselves at liberty to accept or re-
Ject, and they will suffer no material
loss if they should reject nor gain any-
thing by accepting. But there are
some things that Tom does know. He
knows on which side his bread is but-
tered for one thing. Consequently he
knows when his bread is not buttered.
He knows, too, that fine words and
nebulous promises butter neither par-
snips nor bread. In practical matters
Tom’s head is what may be called a
level one. He has given some illus-
trations of this. For instance, when
the latest session of the latest congress
was proposing to spread butter on the
bread of some fellows, Tom stood right
up and sald that if butter was not
spread on the bread of his fellows too,
no butter should be rubbed over the
bread of any of them. And that ses-
sion spread no butter at*all.

We find another instance of Tom's
level-headedness in his letter to the
state convention of his party. A man
does not have to be a statesman to
see that free coinage and protection go
together like Siamese twins. In fact,
one is the other under another name.
Any man with half horse-sense can see
that. Protection includes tariffs, boun-
ties, subsidies and free coinage. Its
purpose is to raise the price of things
and it is immaterial whether it is done
by taxing Imports, paying bounties or
letting a man turn 53 cents worth of
silver into 100 cents. As Mr. L1 might
observe it is ‘“allee samee Melican
man.” So Tom is dead right when he
says that he, ‘“as a Republican,” be-
lieves “in the free coinage of silver and
protection to American labor and

American industry.” = As a Repub-
lican he is right in saying that
he does “not believe in free

coinage coupled with free trade.”
Of course not. They are what chem-
ists call incompatibles. They will not
mix. You cannot have free trade with
a monetary standard that doubles the
par of exchange.

Again the Montanian is correct in
saying that “the free trade policy will
render the establishment of bimetal-
lism (in his sense of the werd) an utter
impossibility.” Free e means the

| freedom to exchange and buy and sell

Again  we_

- ““When they
cents will it be

in the world’s markets, and no man is
free to buy who has to go to a money-
changer first and pay two dollars of
the money of his country in order to
get one dollar of the money of the
country where! he would buy. That
Is not free tfade, It is restricted,
hobbled, “protécted” ftrade. S0 Mr.
Carter shows that,.if he is not a states-
man he has that common sense that
can tell a hawk from a handsaw. And
he shows the s#me quality in his recog-
nition of the fﬁct that, obscured as it
may temporarily be by this silver dust,
the question of tn‘eg tr.ade is involved
in it, and that he is fighting free trade
in fighting fof free coinage. A very
level-headed man "is Tom Carter, of
Montana.

| il s ax
LEGISLATING FOR ENGLISH CAPi-
TALISTS.

Upon no point are the advocates of
free silver more insistant than that we
ought not to legislate in favor of cap-
ital, and above all that we should not
be tender to what they are pleased to
call “British interests.” As a matter
of fact, what they propose amounts to
collecting from the American people,
by forced loan, the most tremendous
subsidy ever exacted from a nation in
time of peace, and making a present
of it to the capitalists of Great Brit-
ian, who are the principal or entire
owners of the most productive silver
mines in the wopld. All this beautiful
talk about “enli?_;-clng the value of an
American product” falls away into
nothingness when we are brought face
to face with the fact that this so-called
“American product” Is controlied in
very great measure by British capital,
and that it is to the English owner of
chares in silver mines that the Bryan-
ites propose to give 50 cents on the
dollar at the expense of our own peo-
ple.

The facts in the case are brought out
in an exceedingly interesting and force-
ful way in a letter from Mr. Edward
Atkinson published in the last issue of
Bradstreet's. ,_Mr. Atkinson quotes
from a report of the Broken Hill Pro-
prietary company, of New South
‘Wales, which owns the richest silver
mine in the world. This mine pro-
duced, from 1890 to 1894 inclusive, 52,-
299,882 ounces, or 14.34 per cent of the
production of the entire world. 'This
mine was opened in 1885, and if the
total amount of capital that has been
invested in it, including all expendi-
tures, is divided by its product of sil-
ver only, it makes the actual cost,_of
bullion delivered in London 50 cents
per ounce. A‘s there are subsidlary
products of lead, gold and copper, the
actual cost of the silver alone is about
40 cents per ounce. The dividends that
have been paid from time to time, to-
gether with the bresent stock at its
nominal value, show that the stockhold-
ers have received £8,160,000 on a capital
of £384,000. These are the needy gen-
tlemen for whose benefit Mr. Bryan
and his followers propose to reduce’
the United States to the level of the
silver standard countries, destroying,
in the process, our industry and com-
merce, In order that the toiling masses.
of London, who are now able to make
only from 50 to 100 per cent profit on
their product, may have that amount
doubled. :

The title to second place in the sil-
ver production of the world is in dis-
pute between the Anaconda mine, of
Montana, and the Huanchaca, of Bo-
livia. The latter is owned principally
by English capitalists, and a large and
probably controlling interest in the
former is said to have been sold re-
cently to English bankers. These
three mines, it Is estimated, furnish at
least one-third of the entire silver
product of the world, and the actual
cost of mining it does not exceed 50
cents per ounce. We cannot state the
practical aspecg;ot the case better than
to use Mr. Atkinson’s own words:

Assuming that "ﬁ Broken Hill Mining Com-
pany of New South Wales will produce 11,-
000,000 ounces of silver bullion at a cost of
40 cents, more or less, an ounce, in 1897, or
$4,800,000, Messrs. Newlands and Bryan offer
their services an‘j,l their influence with all
the power of legislation to bring the value
of this bullion to $1.29 per oun?. or $15,480,-
000, and to compel‘the people of* this country
to pay a profit tp, the Broken Hill Mining
company in of $10,680,000, as a mere
incident. ; ] ;

There are a great many extraordi-
nary things aboéut the proposition of
the free silver men. . Indeed, it fairly
bristles with contraflictions in logic
and in fact. But we have never seen
any more impudent assumption than
that of a devotion to American and a
hostility to British interests on the part
of those who are now proposing legis-
lation which it is admitted would
change the entire financial system of
this country, and which those best edu-
cated in government and finance be-
lieve would be more destructive than
civil or foreign war, for the sake of
swelling the profits of English capital-
ists, who have already received enor-
mous profits upon their invesment in
silver mines, and who have increased
and added to them with a hope that
the American people could be induced
to do just this silly and preposterous
thing to help pull their chestnuts out
of the fire,

WITH INTENT TO AMUSE.

“They must have had a cyclone over at
Newriches’ last week.””

‘‘What. makes you think so?”’

‘“Mrs. Newriches said, they had their mono-
gram blown into every- plece of glass in the
house.”"—Detroit Free Press.

““Why does this roof garden have its or-
chestra concealed 7% s ¢ 3

“Why? Just wait until you hear it play!’—
Puck. 2 %

4 a1

“How do you ito answer all these
lntr!u;te queries on the money question so
easiiy?” * $ e

““Oh, I used to she & keeper in an insane
mlum.”—!’hﬂadalpha[,xorth . American.

She—It seems rs er hard, dear, that ¥
can't afford to me on a wedding trip.””
‘“‘But, darling,
ference. In the little
will be just like livingcin a Puliman
Life. 31t
Jonny—They must hgve an awful big baby
over at Meeker's Wouse! -
Pa—What makes . think so? o
Jolumy—h X ma say tohy“th.tn
ev one in . house was wrapped
“{-momu;, 2
. eat & e %
what his bestest little wife might <
i mark the dollars down to 53
every day or only on -
days?"™ Journal. :
Tommy—Paw, what s human natu I'O;-.

Mr. Figg—Human mature, my son,

Fri
excuse generally offered a man who has |
Pecon: adiing Tike & og o Indianapols Journal, | and

AT THE THEATERS.

Shakespeare’s Immortal love story, ‘‘Romeo
and Juilet,” was enacted at the Metropolitan
opera house last night, Otls Skinner imper-
sonating Romeo. Considering that the pre-
‘sentaidon was In no sense a scenic produc-
tlon, fnvested with the rich and picturesque
surroundings and appointments that are so
appropriate to this tragedy, the performance

‘merits much praise for its faithful reflection

of the exquisite beauty and sentiment of the
work. :

In Mr. Skinner the public beheld a2 Romeo
who commands as much respeet for his man-
hood as he dces sympathy for his love and
his grief. The effeminacy which is so apt
to characterize the Iimpersonations of this
role did not appear in Mr. Skinner's inter-
pretation, yet the actor was entirely success-
ful in revealing the nature of a love-sick
youth. After all, the dominant quality of
Romeo Is the passion of his love for Juliet,
not in the gross sense of the word, for that

lon is led with a sense of rev-
erence which is Invariably the chief attribute
of true love. Between Romeo and Juliet
there existed a love so complete in its mu-
tuality, so absolutely unselfish, that death
could not separate the lovers but only in-
tensify the adoration of each for the other.

At the present writing Romeo is the Shakes-
perean character in which Mr. Skinner un-
questionably excels. Hé\ is in full sympathy
with the sentiment, fervor and spirit of the
young lover, and he executes his tion
brilliantly. His reading and action in the
balcony scene will long be remembered here,
It is not an exaggeration to say that Mr.
Skinner portrayed an ideal Romeo in this
scene. “In form and moving, how express
and admirable!” In the subsequent portions
of the tragedy, calling for the exhibition of
fiery passion, as in the kiliing of Tybalt and
Paris, In the scene with the apothecary, and
last of all in the sublime poetic climax at the
tomb of Juliet Mr. Skinner manifested the
keenest. sympathy with the character, dis-
playing much force and virility when re-
quired and imparting deep and eloquent
pathos to Romeo’s dying soliloquy.

The exacting role of Juliet was entrusted
to Miss Maud Durbin. Her impersonation of
Shakespeare's most immortal heroine was in
many respects praiseworthy, graced as It
was with many gentle and pretty touches.
But Miss Durbin was too reserved in the
balcony scene. She reminded us of Ophelia
rather than Juliet. More color, more warmth
can characterize Juliet's behavior when she
knows that Romeo has overheard her confes-
sion of love, without causing her to sacrifice
maidenly decorum. Miss Durbin was more
successful in the subsequent scenes, acquit-
ting herself creditably in the potion scene.

Frederick Mosley is to be commended for
his graceful and exuberant impersonation of
the volatile Mercutio—a role that very few
players can cope with. Like Romeo, Mer-
cutio is a gentleman whom many actors
have slandered by representing him as a
smart, but effeminate popinjay, with a fanct-
ful wit, but no dignity of manhood behind
it. _Mr. Mosley avoided this mistake. His
Mercutio was a man to laugh with, not at—
a gay, light-hearted, jolly boon companion,
with a bright scintilating wit, and a heart
bigger than a church door.

Frank Sylvester’s Tybalt was excellent, and
Guy C. Post’s impersonation of Capulet was an
admirable characterization of the testy old
man.

Tonight, “Merchant of Venice” and “‘Kath-
erine and Petruchio.” ¥

“LADY OF LYONS.”

Seldom has a larger audience in St. Paul
witnessed the ‘‘Lady of Lyons” than that
which thronged the Metropolitan opera house
yesterday afternoon. The theatre was filled
and zll the boxes pied. The audi was,
of course, largely feminine, but none the less
critical and enthusiastic. The play was pre-
sented with smoothness and Mr. Skinner’s
Melnotte was but another exhibition of his
rare versatility. His performance was equally
satisfactory as those of the earlier portion
&t the week and he was recalled several

mes.

i

AMERICANS PRESENT,

Recelved by the British Trades
Union Congress.

EDINBURGH, Sept. 9.—The British
Trades Unions’ congress resumed its
sessions this morning and adopted res-
olutions favoring the payment of mem-
bers of parliament, co-operation and
trades unionism, and amendments to
the truck act. Messrs. Sullivan and
Strasser, the delegates of the American
Federation of Labor, were present to-
day and met with an enthuiastic re-
ception. Mr. Sullivan made a speech,
in the course of which he said he had
brought the British delegates greetings
from the workers in the United States,
adding that the latter regarded the
British trades unionists as the “old
guard” in the labor movements, and
he cordially invited the congress to
send delegates to the coming American
trades union congress. Continuing, Mr.
Sullivan gave an account of the pro-
gress recently made by organized labor
in America, saying that all the non-
union men there were ‘“‘soclial ciphers,”
and asserting that organized labor had
increased wages by at least forty mil-
lions annually.

K. H. Wilson, M, P,, of the National
Sailors’ and Firemens’ union, moved
a resolution condemning the govern-
ment for refusing to carry out the
Fair Wages resolution passed by the
house of commons, February 13th, 1891,
and for giving contracts to firms em-
ploying non-union workmen. The
motion was adopted. It was then
moved to rescind the resolution of the
Norwich Trades Union congress, pas-
sed September 6th, 1894, on the motion
of Mr. Kier Hardit, declaring for the
nationalization of land and the whole
of the means of production, distribu-
tion and exchange. This was ruled out
of order and the congress adopted the
following as a supplementary declar-
ation:

“That in the opinion of this congress,
it is essential to the maintenance of the
British industries to nationalize the
land, mines, minerdls, royalty, rents
and railways, and municipalize all
water, artificial light and tramway and
undertakings within their several auth-
orities, and that the parliamentary
committee be instructed to promote
and support legislation with the above
object.”

Councillor D. Holmes, of the Amal-
gamated Association of Weavers,
moved, “that it is of extreme im-
portance to trade unionists that all the
land possible shall be brought under
cultivation and that we should have a
more equitable basis of urban tax-
ation. In order to obtain these objects,
the taxation of land values and ground
rents should be made a test question
at the next general election.” The mo-
tion was adopted.

After several minor resolutions had
been adopted the Amalgamated Steve-
dores’ Labor Protection league present-
ed a resolution which recited: “That
this congress regrets that the president
of the board of trade, while admitting
the British workmen have a serious
grievance in not being able to recover
compensation from foreign ship owners
for injuries received through such ship
owners, or their servants’ neglect, has
been unable to introduce legislation to
remedy the same,” and pledged the
congress to ald as far as possible the
passage of a bill for the purpose, which
will be introduced by H. J. Reckitt,
M. P.,, at the next session of parlia-
ment. After some discussion, the
measure was adopted.

Upon the motion of the Amalgamated
Society of Steel and Iron workers, a
resolution Instructing the parliamen-
tary committee to bring up a bill ex-
tending the check weighmen’s clauses
of the mines regulation act to all steel
and iron works was adopted. The Min-
ers’ federation of Great Britain, then
moved a resolution approving a bill in-
troduced in the house of commons by

and congress adjourned for the
day.
Cockran’s Speech.
MAHA, Neb., Sept. 9.—Arr: ‘were
- t,:olc.y for the to be

Silver

A workingman knows better than
anyone else that employment is easy
to obtain, and that wages are high,
when the country is industrially pros-
perous, and ‘“business is good.” On
the contrary, he knows only too well
that when a commercial crigis arrives,
followed by a long depression, men are
thrown out of employment, wages are
lowered, and a bitter winter struggle
with the wolf at the door is sure to
come. A chance for employment and
good wages, therefore, is inextricably
bound up with those conditions which
produce general business prosperity.
The proposition is so true that it needs
no further illustration.

With this understanding let us now
examine the effects of free coinage of
silver on wages.

. 1. The first and most conspicuous ef-
fect of the free coinage of silver—or
even the probability of it—would be a
commercial crisis. Why? Because of
the extraordinary damage which would
ensue from a change of standard in
which all agreements are made. Our
business men having securities would
try to sell them at once, while it was
possible to get 100 cent dollars in pay-
ment. Foreigners would send home our
bonds ar“.‘- stocks to be sold for the
same rea##f. Every one would be rush-
ing to sell before the drop to the 52-
cent standard comes. Therefore, the
suspicion, or- the probability of free

coinage would have the effect of the
reality in bringing on a crisis. For if
everyone were to sell, prices of securi-
ties would fall, no one would buy in a
falling market; and men must in-
evitably fail who had securities behind
their loans which had shrunk in value
(unless they could promptly give more
collateral). But this is not all. The
change of standard would strike deep-
er than this. >

A manufacturer has paid for his land
and materials in dollars of the existing
standard worth 100 cents each in gold.
He sold his goods on time, say, for $10,-
000. Now see the effect of free coinage
of silver and of the drop to the 52 cent
silver dollar. His $10,000 of goods were
made and sold on the 100 cent basis;
on the silver basis he would receive
silver dollars in payment worth only
$5,200, relatively to his original expendi-
ture for labor and materials. If his re-
turns are thus cut in two, how can he
pay his workingmen next month? A
loss of 48 per eent would ruin any es-
tablishment. Then, look at the succeed-
ing results: Every producer is borrow-
ing legitimately from time to time.
His notes mature sixty or ninety days
hence. If his sales are paid for in silver,
his means for meeting notes drawn on
the existing gold basis are halved. If
this be general—as of course it must
be—and if most men are unable to meet
their notes when due, ruin and failure
are inevitable. If the establishment
fails, where is the operative to get em-
ployment? It is the urgent duty of
every workman to fight against the free
coinage of silver and the consequent
change of standard, because it will
bring a crisis, and close the factories
of the country. It is to their interest
to have regular employment and steady
wages.

2. The banks and capitalists are al-
ways in a position to see when a storm
is coming and to prepare for danger;
but the miserable injustice, in such
schemes as free coinage of silver, which
change the standard is that their effects
fall upon the inexperienced poor. Am-
bitious politicians * without monetary
training, have brought forward a mere
theory, wholly unsupported by facts,
on which they hope to ride into power.
If they should prove to be mistgkgn
the consequences to the country will
be fearful beyond description. The re-
sponsibility they assume is awful. Then
if they find themselves mistaken, these
politicians will not have it in their
‘pcwer to repair the ruin they have
caused to industry and the loss of em-
ployment to labor. If the producer is
ruined by silver legislation, the laborer’s
chance to earn any kind of dollar, good
or bad, is gone.

The politicians, however, will have
won their game, and gained possession
of office and power; but the evil ef-
fects of their mistakes must be ex-
piated by the poor and the heipless.
What right have any group of politi-
cians to terrorize the world of indus-
try, change the standard, shake credit,
multiply distrust, create uncertainty
in all dealings, thereby bring all in-
dustry to a standstill, and take the
bread from the mouth of the laborer
and his family? The mere possibility
of a silver standard—remote as that
is—has already paralyzed industry. No
business is being done; and house after
house is giving way under the strain.
If the condition of industry and em-
ployment this summer is the result gt
the mere possibility of Mr. Bryan's
election, no one can picture the result
which would follow the reality. No
country, not the strongest countrx in
the world, could escape the convulsions
of a panic which must inevitably fol-
low the change of standard on which
every business transaction has been
based in all the intricate ramifications
of past dealings in land and goods.
It is arrant folly to talk about this
country being able to do what it pleases
with its standard, irrespective of other
countries. So also any strong man, if
he pleases, may put his finger under
a triphammer, irrespective of what
other men may do; the only result
would be that his finger would be
crushed, and other men’s would not
be. Just in proportion to a nation’s
commercial property and Industrial
greatness are its business transactions
larger, more intricate; and the conse-
quent ruin in changing the standard
will be just so much more appalling.

Certainly, stability and confidence

which will start the factories going,
fill the shops with purchasers, increase.
the demand for wool, wheat corn and,
food—these will bring the laborer
those conditions by which he can ob-
tain most employment, for the highest
wages. The proposition to Introduce
the silver standard is by its very na-
ture the destruction of certainty.
- 3. The free coinage of silver means
a rise of prices, but not a rise of
wages. In all the arguments for silver,
it is argued that prices are too low,
and that silver will raise the prices
of wheat, cotton and food. And it is
an absolute certainty that these arti-
cles will command more in a 52 cent
doliar than they will in a 100 cent dol-
lar, such as we have today. On the
silver basis prices will go up, and, un-
less wages go up in proportion, wages
will ot buy so much food as now. But
if silver should make employment
scarce, and then raise prices too, the
workman will be doubly injured. Now
what are the facts as to prices in sil-
ver-using countries? Here is a sworn
statement as follows:

“I, R. F. Campbell, mayor of the
city of El Paso, Tex., hereby eertify
that I have made careful and diligent
inquiry into the wholesale price of some
common articles of merchandise in the
city of El Paso, Tex., and the city of
Juarez, Mexico, just across the Rio
Grande, and at this date, Aug. 7, 1896,
the prices of the following articles in
the two cities are as follows—those on
this side of the river being reckoned
in United ?;aties goney. n.-x;ldv egrhose on

n Mexican %
the other side e ok i
... $0.11%  $0.32
A1,

Ham, per .. ...... R - 1?:
Pk : o b palan diaes. 535 6.50
X.u..‘ '.oll,lll. it 1: 240
Salt, In 2.1, Sacks »seross ® »

Macaront, per Ib ....Illl.

and Wages.....
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Royal haking powder......
Molasses, per gallon .......
Beans, per 1b .....,.
Cheese, per 1b ...
Candles, per box 3
Catsup, per box ...
Jelly, per doz ......
Dried plums, per Ib ........"
Dried apples and peaches,
| | RN T e
Dried prunes, per Ib
Corn starch, per doz 1
Lemon extract, per "o ¢
Vanilla extract, per doz .. 2.
3
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Coffee, per 1b
Soap, per box
v E R SR
Deoviled ham, per doz ......
Sugar, per sack, 100 lbs
Flcur, per sack, 100 lbs ..
BICE PO N e i o s 05
Condensed m'lk, per case.. 8.0
Canned tomatoes, per case.
Canned peas, per case .... i
Crackers, per 1b 21%

* * * T also find and do hereby
certify that Mexican labor in Mexico,
in the larger cities, is paid from 75
cents to $1.50 per day in Mexican
silver.” * = =

As a Mexican dollar is worth only
about fifty cents in our money, Mex-
ican labor would vary from 37 cents to
75 cents, while prices of their food is
worth more than twice that of the
American laborer’s in our money. Cer-
tainly no workingman wishes to put
himself in this trap of silver. Of more
importance to him than the actual
money he receives, is what that money
will buy.

4.—Granting that high silver prices
are a benefit to the debtor—which I
do.not believe—high prices are a dam-
age to the laborer. If high prices be
(as I do not believe) a gain to the farm-
er with a mortgage, it is an injury to
the farm-laborer. If the farmer votes
for silver, the farm-laborer should vote
against it. Indeed, the whole hope of
the day-laborer must come from the
fall of prices, relatively to his wages.
Every invention which cheapens his
clothing, his shoes, his hats, the food
he eats, the books he reads and all the
necessities of public life, are a boon to
him. Whenever the silver orator em-
phasizes the fall of prices in recent
years, the workingman knows he is
telling something that is of advantage
to him. If prices have fallen under
the existing gold standard it could not
have been due (as I have shown) to a
scarcity-of gold. Prices have fallen be-
cause of reduced cost of production.
If gold had been scarce, gold wages
ought to have fallen too. Have they?
On the contrary, never has labor in the
history of the world commanded more
gold wages than today. Taking the
wages in 1860 as a basis at 100, the
wages in other years will vary propor-
tionately from 100 as they were higher
or lower than in 1860. (See Aldrich Re-
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Years. Wages. Prices.
1840 87.7 1i6.8
1850 92.7 102.3
1860 100.0 100.0
. 1861 100.8 100.8
1862 100.4 114.9
Civil: War i ices 1863 76.2 102.4
1864 80.8 122.5
o % 1865 66.2 100.8
ap= | e 1866 108.8 136.3
L £ 1870 133.7 117.3
1 S 1873 148.3 122.0
PTEH | 1879 139.3 96.6

; 1885 150.7

& 93.0
1891 160.7 52.2

That is wages in 1891 were as 160.7 to
148.3 in 1873, which is an advance over
1873 of about 8 per cent. While since
1860 the fall of prices has been only
7.8 per cent.,, the fall of prices since
1873 has been about 24 per cet. Labor-
ers have gained doubly: (1) by a rise
in the gold paid them since 1873 by 8
per cent, and (2) by a fall in gold prices
of articles they buy of 24 per cent.
Under the existing gold standard,
therefore, the workingman has largely
improved his position. But free coin-
age of sllver would be sure to destroy
his chance of employment, and injure
as well the merchant who sells to him.

6. The silver standard, if we should
have it, would fluctuate so violently
that no one could at any time know its
real purchasing power. In 1876 silver
varied over 13 per cent in two months;
in 1886, between May and July, 10 per
cent; between September 18%0 and
March 1894 there occurred an extra-
ordinary fluctuation of 50 per cent. In
fact, in every silver-using country,
there is a constant worry over the
changes in the standard. How will
such a standard effect wages? It is a
well-known statement in economlies
that when prices change wages are the
last to go up, and the first to fall. This
is based on past experience. In the
table above, during the fluctuations of
paper-money in the civil war, 1862-
1865, wages did not rise with prices.
Take 1864 for illustration. In gold the
laborer was recelving only 80 cents, as
compared with 100 cents in 1860; while
prices had gone up 22 per cent. While
paper money had been issued in abun-
dance, his wages In gold had fallen 20
per cent, and in addition the goods he
bought had risen 22 per cent. That is
the way in which fluctuations in the
standard bring ruin to the innocent
workmen, while those of experience
know how to get out of harm’s reach.
The lesson is clear; the workman
should do all in his power to preserve
inviolate a steady and stable standard.
Let him shun as poison all experiments
with a changing standard. -

—J. Laurence Laughlin.

SILVER 1896 DOLLARS.

Big Demand for Them Reported by
the Treasury Department.
WASHINGTON, Sept. 9.—The treas-
ury officials are in daily receipt of a
large number of requests asking for
silver dollars of this year's coinage,
in exchange for silver. certificates or
other lawful money. Many of these
requests come from persons who seem
to doubt the truth of the monthly
coinage statement, while others ask for
shipments of 1896 dollars with a view
of refuting statements that no silver
dollars are now being coined. These
requests have been complied with as
fast as received, as the treasury offici-
als desire to call public attention to
the fact that when silver dollars are
ordered in sums of, or multiples of, $500,
they are shipped at the expense of the
government, but when smaller sums
are ordered the shipments are made at
the expense of the person ordering.
There is now in the treasury $10,506,399
in free silver, that is, silver which
may be obtained in exchange for any
lawful money, but the demand Just
now is so keen for 1896 dollars
that It seems probable by the
beginning of October the depart.
ment will be compelled to de-
cline to pay out silver dollars except in
exchange for silver certificates or
treasury notes of 1890. The law re-
quires certain amounts 3f silver to be
held in the treasury to cover outstand-
ing silver certificates and treasury
notes and when the minimum is reach-
ed, silver payments would be refused
even in exchange for gold or in pay-

ments of warrants on the treasury.
The number of standard silver dol-
lars coined during last August is shown
by the official statement to have been
$2,265,000; since February last $11,212 412,
and since November 1893 $15,169,491..
The coinage value of the silver bul-
lion now on hand and on which the
mints are now at work is $166,745,200
and it is said to be altogether prob-
able that coinage will be continued at
least until the stock on hand of
standard dollars of 1890 has been in-

creased to about $30,000,000. where it
| stood when the present W >
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