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TODAY'S WEATHER.
WASHINGTON, Nov. 27.— Forecast for Sat-

urday: Minnesota and Wisconsin— Fair; con-
tinued cold: northerly winds.

The Dakotas— Fair; continued low tempera-
tures; northerly winds.

Montana
—

Variable winds; fair.
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

United States Department of Agriculture,
Weather Bureau. Washington, Nov. 27. 6:48
p. m. Local Time, 8 p. m. 75th Meridian
Time.— Observations taken at the Fame mo-
ment of time at all stations.

Place. Tern. Place. Tern.
St. Paul OWinnipeg —10
Duluth 2
Huron 6 Buffalo 52-6.
Edmonton

—
GBoston 62-72

"Battleford —22 Cheyenne 6
Prince Albert ... .—lB Chicago 18-26
Calgary 2 Cincinnati 40-60
Medicine Hat —12 Montreal 52-52
Swift Current —24 New Orleans 72-82
Qu'Appelle —24 New York 62-70
Minnedosa

—
S Pittsburg 6(i-70—

Below zeio.

DAILY MEANS.
Barometer, 30.03: thermometer. 4; relative

humidity, 80: wind, west: weather, partly
cloudy; maximum thermometer, 8; minimum
thermometer, —I;daily range, 9; amount o_
Xnelted snow in last twenty-four hours, .01.

RIVER AT 8 A. M.
Gauge Danger Height of

Reading. Line. Water. Change
St. Paul 14 3.5 *0.2
La Crosse 10 3.2 *0.5Davenport 15 2.2
St. Louis 30 6.1

•Rise.
Note

—
Barometer corrected for temperature

»nd elevation. —P. F. Lyons, Observer.

THE OTHER SIDE.
The New York Times has an inter-

esting article on the experience of the
Sullivan County Savings Bank of New
Hampshire, which it applies to show
the average man that the "money
power" of the East is not the grasping
and conscienceless monster that it has
been depicted. It says that this bank
went to the wall because it had. in-
vested its deposits in Western
farm mortgages. The officers of the
bank put their own funds into the same
secure place. As a result, there is
great poverty and suffering in the
county whose people used this as a i
place of deposit for th^r savings. Some
hard-working women, fPt without their
support, have lost the savings of a ;

lifetime and must now live upon public
charity. The lesson which the Times

'
draws from this is that the New

'
Hampshire legislature should take
measures to protect depositors in sav-
ings banks by requiring bank officers I
to invest their funds only in securities

'
which are safe, and to prove that the j
Eastern "money power" has suffered, j
as well as the state, by the example of j
the oppressor.

There is another phase of this mat-
ter which it seems to us ought always
to be borne in mind. There are a great
many people in different parts of the
East who have lost money from West-
ern investments that did not fulfilltheir
promise, and these people have been
In the past almost as bitter against
what they were pleased to call the dis-
honest speculators and loan agents of
Western states as the unhappy people

of the West, whose mortgages have
been foreclosed and whose property
taken, are against the "money sharks"
and "Wall street." In each instance
the suffering and loss of the individual
make him blind to certain general
considerations that reflect his own
folly. Take the case of the New Hamp-
shire Savings bank, for example. Its

misfortune is certainly its own fault.
From a million and a half to a million
and three-quarters of money were in-
\-csted in this concern, and it is re-
ported that scarcely any of it can be
recovered. Says the Times: "The
money was lost because the officers of
the bank relied upon the representa-
tions and guarantees of Western
agents in Nebraska and elsewhere and
were misled by these persons."

What sort cf a fiduciary agent a man
considers himself who invests the sav-
ings of poor people on "representa-

tions" which are so far from the fact
that the entire sum is subsequently
lost we cannot conceive. Out this way,
even among the "robbers" of the mort-
gaged classes, we should consider that
such a bank official was either abso-
lutely incompetent or false to his trust.
A gentleman from the West not long
ago attempted to negotiate a loan on
ample security at the East. The cap-
italist applied to admitted that the
proposition was an acceptable one, but
said that his board of directors would
not listen to itsimply because they had
lost a large sum of money on an in-
vestment in the same locality, where
It turned out afterward that the mort-
gage loan which had been made was
more than the actual selling value of
the property at the time that it was
mortgaged. He admitted, when the
Question was asked, that he had never
gone West, never seen the property,

never had a valuation of it by third
parties, but had put money of his com-
pany into the mortgage on the bare
representation of an agent who dressed
well and had a gentlemanly air. Now,

we submit that, whether people like
this are presidents of banks or insur-

ance companies, or whether they carry
carpet bags and flaggy umbrel-
las and are known as "hay-
seeds," they are in equal de-
gree the prey of the confidence man.
The hope of gain which inspires a man
to bet that he can call the turn of a
card is in no wise different from the
hope of gain which induces a man

whom others have trusted with their
money to invest itin loans whose only

recommendation is that they carry a
high rate of interest.

That high interest rate tells the
whole story of misfortune in Western
investment. It was the bribe which
tempted men's judgments and per-

suaded them to accept without proper
inquiry propositions for investment
that would never have borne a careful
and legitimate scrutiny. Despite all
the fall of values that there has been
during: this time of business depression,

there would have been no cash loss to

Eastern investors if they had taken
proper precautions. There has never
been a time in the history of the West
when there were not splendid loans to

be made ifthe investor would be satis-
fied with a reasonable rate. There has
never been a time and there never will
be, either West or East, when capital

cannot assure itself of a heavy loss if
it is willingto take heavy risks for the
sake of an interest rate above what the
market warrants. So, as far as hon-

esty of purpose and wisdom of action
are concerned, we think that the East

and the West would better cry quits.

Ever since the first capitalist made the

first loan, whatever and wherever it

was, it has remained a fact that you
must purchase big profits by taking

big chances. Nobody compels capital

to purchase mortgages, just as nobody

compels the owners of real estate to

borrow money on it. Itstrikes us that

the clamor of Eastern capital against

Western "dishonesty" and the clamor

of Western people, who have speculat-

ed and lost, against the Eastern
"money shark" are equally unwarrant-
ed by the facts.

-._»»

THE IBIQIITOIS TRUST.

It is just as well to take with many j
grains of reservation and no premature

jubilation the statement of the dis- j
solution of that most rapacious of the
trusts, the nail manufacturers' com-

bination. We have seen these trusts

"dissolve" before, both voluntarily and j
under pretended acquiescence either in j
legislation or judicial decree, and then
reappear as chipper as ever, to accept

with any degree of confidence the story

of the dissolution of the nail trust.

When congress passed, withserio-comic
pretense, the anti-trust act, we saw the
sugar trust, keeping up the farce, make
pretentious obedience to the mandate,

but it reappeared soon after under the
aegis of New Jersey's corporation acts
and no one has discovered that it is
any less a trust than ever.

We saw the attorney general of Illi-
nois prosecute the whisky trust to a

judicial dissolution, but the whole act
was accompanied with the continuation
of the trust under a federal receiver-
ship, pursuing trust methods of trade

with the sanction of a court directly

amenable to congressional law, the
farce ending with a "reorganization,"
forming another trust, composed of the
members of the old trust, bidding in
the properties of the "defunct" trust,

receiving the benediction of a federal
court in its approval of the sale, and
"resuming business at the old s^sand"
under the same methods of doing busi-

j ness that its predecessor had devised.
j We have seen the rejuvenated sugar

trust prosecuted for violation of the
anti-trust law to be only the more
strongly intrenched by the decision of
a federal court that it had no juiis-

!diction under the anti-trust act over
ithe acts of the trust as charged, and

| we have just had the decision of an-

iother federal court that the rebate
jmethod of the new whisky trust, the

Ikeystone of the trust system, Is a

j valid and enforcible contract. To be
j sure we have had Judge Baker's de-
cision that the nail trust Is "an illegal

combination and that its purposes are

violative of sound public policy," but,

under the decision of Judge Showalter'
sustaining the rebate contracts, it Is

difficult to see why the nail trust's
contract with makers of nail machines

\ not to sell to parties outside the trust

:is not just as valid. Our own supreme
| court has laid down the law that what
| one man can lawfully do any number

i of men may lawfullyunite to do, al-

I though the doctrine is not accepted in

1 Wisconsin, where suit is pending,

| brought by the attorney general to dis-
| solve a combination of the same kind
i for the same end as that one which re-

ceived its validation in the Bohn case,

and although the supreme court of

Indiana, in a similar case, explicitly

refused to follow the decision in that

case.
So about all that the nail users can

do is to take advantage of this tem-
porary break and lay in a supply of
nails before the "reorganization"

comes and prices go skyward again.

We can see in this "dissolution" noth-
ing but the operation of the threat
made by the trust before the Baker

; decision to crowd out its little com-

petitors by forcing prices down below
the competitive limit. It is the old
game of "freeze-out." When the lit-

. tie fellows have been reduced and sub-
| dued into willingness to surrender and
join the combination, we willhear of a

| "reorganization" effected with the cus-
\u25a0 tomarily avowed philanthropic purpose
iof merely "regulating the output" and
"maintaining prices at a remunerative
point." Dike the übiquitous flea, a
trust is never there when the public
puts either its legislative or judicial

finger on it.

PROBABLY MISUNDERSTOOD.

We observe a good many comment*

still in the country press on the pro-

Iposed change of appropriation for the
, capitol building, which show that the
; writers have not comprehended in the'
least the suggestions made by the cap-
;itol commission. Here, for example,

j comes the Mower County Transcript,
!and says: "The foundations of the new
:building have been completed ahead
of time, and now the St. Paul gang

coolly asks the coming legislature to
consolidate the levies of three or four

I years in one tax next year, so that

the building willbe finished years soon-
er than originally planned. This sim-
ply means a heavy increase of taxation
next year." If we supposed that the
editor of the Transcript made this ab-
solutely unfounded statement -willful-

ly, we would be obliged to apply to

him an epithet as unpleasant and un-
usual to these columns as it would be
uncomplimentary to himself. We pre-
fer to think, rather, that he has been
misled by the intentionally false as-
sertions of the Minneapolis Journal,

and the common habit of criticising
something before you have found out

what it is. It ought to be needless
for us to reiterate that no person in
St. Paul or out of ithas ever made or
thought of such a proposition aa is

contained in the Transcript's editorial
paragraph.

It is not true that any change is
made because of the foundations being

completed ahead of time. Itis not true

that anybody ever thought of asking

the legislature to consolidate the tax

levies of three or four years in that of

one year. Itis not true that the plan

which has been put forward in the in-
terest of the state, and which is hear-
tily approved by the capitol commis-
sion, as it will be by every business
man who understands it, involves any

addition whatever to taxation next
year, or any other year.

Since there are still some who wan-

der in the dark, let us repeat once
more what good business policy de-
mands. This is simply that the legis-

lature shall authorize the taking of an

amount of money from some fund that
is well supplied with cash equal to the
tax levies for say the last three years

of the capitol appropriation, and using

this cash to save money to the people

and hasten the completion of the cap-

itol buildingby letting large contracts
in one. This loan will be secured by

the tax levies already authorized, and
willbe paid back again as those taxes

mature and are collected. The people

of the state will pay such taxes exact-
lyas originally proposed. There will be
no difference in the total amount, or

in the amount for any one year. Itis
only consistent with honorable inter-

i course between men, and with fair and
competent journalism, that newspapers

| should at least inform themselves upon

a subject before they rush into violent
statements concerning it.

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THE

GOLD DOLLAR?

Some time ago, in answering an mi-
iquiry by a correspondent, the Globe
:said, editorially: "The gold dollar is
! worth 100 cents because it will ex-

change anywhere in the world for 100
cents' worth of commodities." Com-
menting upon this, the Menomonie
Times wants to know how the value of
this 100 cents' worth of commodities is

iascertained, and gives its own opinion

as follows: "The value of commodities
is governed by the gold dollar. The

Icommodity is worth 100 cents because
it can be exchanged for 100 cents*

| worth of gold. This is like proving the
value of an article by measuring itby

:itself." We wonder that our contem-
p orary does not see instantly the ab-
surd and impossible conclusion to

which its own argument would logical-

ly and inevitably lead. According to It,

commodities do not measure one

another or the dollar, but the
gold dollar measures all. A change

in the price of any one of
j them cannot, therefore, be due to a

Ichange in its demand or supply, but
must be attributed only to some corre-
sponding fluctuation in the value of
the measure itself. This is, indeed, the
first principle of the silver standard
people, that prices vary because the
gold standard varies, and therefore it
is an unfit and insufficient standard.

Let us use an illustration to see how

this works. The regular market report

of Aug. 12, 1896, shows that No. 1
northern wheat was worth in cash on

ithat day at Duluth 54 cents per bushel.
1 The same report for Nov. 27 gives the
\ market price of the same grade of the
j same commodity in the same market'
at 83**4 cents per bushel. We thus find

| that there has been a rise in the price

Iof No. 1 northern wheat at Duluth of

30 cents, less a small fraction, on cash

sales. This is an advance of nearly

60 per cent over the August price with-
in a little more than three months'
time. Now, ifit is the gold dollar that

Imeasures prices and value, and nothing

! else, and if this "appreciating stand-'
ard," as our friends claim, was the

:cause of the fall of prices in recent

\ times, then a variation in the gold dol-
lar must have raised cash wheat from
I54 cents to 83% cents in the last three
j months. That is to say, the gold dollar
[ has depreciated nearly 60 per cent

Isince last August.

All this is strictly true If the position

|of the Menomonie Times and those'
who argue from its standard is correct.

iIt carries its absurdity on its face.

jRelative demand and supply measure
the value of commodities with respect

j to each other, and the gold dollar mere-

!ly stands between them and expresses

i the ratio of one to another in numeri-
cal terms. If the gold dollar is the

. sole measure of values and prices,

: what has happened to it since August

Iand why has not the change in it af-
fected other commodities to the same

j extent as wheat?
»,

WITH INTEXT TO AMISE,

He—Have you ever had your ears pierced?
gne

—No, but Ihave often had them bored.
j —The Sketch.

Customer— You say this crepe is water-
proof; how do you know that?

Saleswoman
—

Because we always keep these
goods on shelves in tiers.—Exchange.

Grace
—
Inever saw any one with such a

vacant expression as Cholly.
Lillian—No; he's always thinking of him-

self—Puck.

Housekeeper— Half the things you wash are
torn to pieces.

Washerwoman— Yes mum; but when a
ithing Is torn in two or more pieces; mum,

Icount them as only one piece, mum— Twin-
Ikles.

Father— When Iwas your age Iwas only
igetting $10 a week.

Son— Well, were you satisfied with tJiat?
Father—Er

—
no; if Ihad been, Isuppose

!they'd have cut mo down to eight.
—

Puck.

"Pat," said Tommy to the gardener, "what
is nothing?"

"There ain't any such thing as nothin',"
i replied Pat; "becaze whin ye find nothin',

ynd come to look at it, there ain't nothin'
there."— Round Table.

Officer—How is this, Murphy? The sar-
geant complains that you call him names.

Private Murphy—Plaze, s:r, Inever called
him ony names at all. AllIsaid was, "Ser-
geant." says I,"some of us ought to ba in a
menagerie."

—
New York Tribune.
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AT THE THEATERS.

The Al. G. Field's minstrels will bring their
engagement at the Metropolitan to a cloae
by givingtwo performances today. A popular
price matinee will be given this afternoon,
which will prob_o»ljr be taken advantage of
by the ladies and children who enjoy a refined
and extremely a__u_sin# minstrel performance.
No better organization of its kind has ap-
peared here in a long time.

.• • »
The performance of the successful operatic

comedy, "Dorcas,"' at the Metropolitan for
four nights commencing tomorrow night, will
be one of the brilliant musical events of the
se*«on in this city. The organization is com-
posed of at least half a dozen artists of the
highest class, including Miss Eva Davenport,
the contralto; Miss Marie Millard, the prima
donna soprano; Miss prew Donaldson, the
statuesque and beautiful mezzo; Charles O.
Basset., the distinguished lyrictenor;' WilliamBroderick, the favorite American basso-pro-
fundo, and Fred Freer, baritone comedian.
The comedy will j_e exquisitely produced, as
to costumes and scenery, and a highly enjoy-
able entertainment may ju.tlybe anticipated.• » •

The biograph will be shown for the last
time here at the Grand during a matinee per-
formance today and an evening performance
tonight of the English melodrama, "Saved
From the Sea." • • •

Fun and lots of it is the underline for the
coming week in the advent of that merry
farce, "The Dazzler." The skit is said to
have been thoroughly renovated and brought
down to date, and will be in the hands of
an excellent comedy cast, headed by the ec-
centric farceur Will West. Beauty, shape-
liness and grace are the commendatory fea-
tures of the supporting feminine contingent.• • •

Anna Eva Fay, who begins next Monday
evening a week's engagement in the Markethail, has none of the strangeness and weird-ness about her that one might be inclined to
look for after seeing her performance In the
theater. When a child she made an acquaint-
ance with poverty and hard times, which re-
mained wim her until she commenced her
stage career, and has made her always ap-
preciative of distress and desirous of allevi-
ating it as much as in her power. She left
school while yet a little girlbecause of the
unkindness of her teacher. But to this day
she feels grateful for that unkindness, "for,"
she says, "Imight have kept on in the little
'dinky' town and been like the rest As it
was, Igot to dislike the people and ran
away. Iwent out into the world, and It re-
ceived me with open arms, and has been
good to me ever since."

ST. PAUmCE PALACE.
St. Paul is to have a winter carnival-an

ice palace will be one of the features.— St.
Peter Tribune. • • •

St. Paul, Minn., will probably indulge in
another ice palace this winter. For the sake
of the proprietors, it is hoped that JackFrost will be in atendanee this time.— Sioux
Falls Press. •

\u2666
•

St- Paul Is to ha.ye a carnival this winter
with the ice palace features. Tropical sports
and torrid festivals would the better illus-
trate the natural inclinations of those whoenjoy a winter carnival, therefore we sug-
gest that instead of the old style ice car-
nival something red hot be served.— GraniteFalls Tribune. • • •

The ice palace at St. Paul this winter will
be a gorgeous affair, it being fully deter-
mined to make up for past years. It is well
known we have winter weather in the North,
but it will be a good thing to show wo en-
joy It.—Taylor's Falls Journal.

ROSS WAS GREEDY.

Apparently He Toole Everything
That Was in Sight.

KANSAS CITY, Nov. 27.—George ERoss, missing money clerk for the Pa-
cific and United States Express compa-nies, has been located in St. Louis by
the surety company that furnished hisbond, and is now under surveillance.
It is stated that the express company
officials had all along known of Ross'exact location, but kept it quiet be-cause there are. It is. said, .others im-plicated.

The officials stfll refuse to give outinformation of a definite character, butenough has been learned to merit the
statement that there is evidence of a
collusion between certain employes to
rob the express companies. Last Sun-day there was handled through the of-
fice over which Ross presided money
packages containing $110,000. Already$2,300 of this amount is known to bemissing, and the books are still beinggone over. Shortage checks have beencoming in so regularly since the exam-ination began, it is said, that the of-
ficials have renewed their efforts, andnow fear that the whole $110,000 may
never have reached its destination. Asthe system of checking is necessarilyslow, the packages having been des-tined for various points, the resultwillnot be known Immediately. In themeantime the express officials abso-lutelyrefuse to give out any statement
for publication, other than that Ross
has been located.

Omaha, Neb.' Nov. 27.—PresidentMorsman, of the Paciflc Express com-pany, was not notified this morning
that Ross' whereabouts had been dis-covered. He placed no faith in thestory that the nextfress company hadbeen robbed of large sums of money by
Ross and othek' em-ployes who were
working in collusion. "The man stole
two money packages, one containing
$10,000 and the other $500," said Presi-dent Morsman. j

JESSE JAMES*-? HROTIIER

Anxious to He a Police Commissioner
In St. Louis.

ST. LOUIS, Mo.. Nov. 27.—Frank Jamesa brother of Jesse James, the notorious train
robber and ex-member of the James' gang ofoutlaws, is an aspirant for the honors of aSt. Louis police commisslonership and ChiefHarrigan will be his friend in the race.
The ex-outlaw declares himself a candidate.
"I'm not out after choice," he said, "but
I'd take the place if it were offered to me.
And if it were given to me Iwould do my
duty without fear or favor."

"What kind of a police commissioner doyou think Frank James would make?" was
asked of Chief of Police Harrigan.

"First rate," answered the chief. "He
would make a good officer."

CLEVELAND DECIDES.

President Will Make His Permanent
Home at Princeton,

PRINCETON, N. J.. Nov. 27.—Rumors have
been current here for some few days concern-
ingPresident Cleveland's intention of making
his permanent home at Princeton. Nothing
definite could be learned unUl this evening,
when Prof. Andrew West returned from
Washington, after having an interview with
the president. Prof. West this evening gave
out the following statement for publication:

"Presiden Cleveland has today purchased
the residence of Mrs. W. J. Slidell, on Bay-
ard avenue, in Princeton, and will make
Princeton his permanent home soon after the
expiration of his term of office."

Scholar Dead.
CAMBRIDGE, yfass.7 !Nov. 27.—Benjamin

Apthorp Gould, fatnoya as a scholar and
astronomer, is de«d. *As he was ascending

i the stairs in his ifesidfnce last night he ac-
cidentally fell andf struck on his head. He
was rendered unconscious and passed away
a few hours later.;

Tiiok'la BTIk Roll.
LEBANON, Pa.^ No^4 27.— The amount of

money stolen by jiCasMer John H. Hoffer,
from the First National bank of Lebanon, is
$110,173. There were other transactions with
Lebanon banking institutions which, it Is
stated, will swell the total amount of his
peculations to $20_^_<H_. __-

__^_ ;

BIG AS YO_f Dipt AHE NOW.
\u25a0as c

Minneapolis Magrna-te Has a Divorce

Snit. Too.

A note of issue was filed in the Hen-
nepin county district court yesterday

in an action for divorce begun by Mrs.
Flora E. Goodnow vs. John S. Good-
now, the Minneapolis politician and
base ball magnate. Mrs. Goodnow
was formerly employed as a stenog-
rapher at the state capitol and it was
while there that, the attachment was
begun which culminated in the some-
what roar-antic marriage of the pair. .

J.EW LAW Ofl WILLS
AND WIDOWS RECOMMENDED TO

THB LEGISLATIVE ATTENTION
IN SI PREME COURT.

JUDGE MITCHELL COMMENTS

OX THE FREftLBNCY OF POST-
MORTE3I .MARITAL CLAIMS IN

A DECISION

IX THE HCLErTT FAMILY FIGHT.

Common Law Widow Fares Well in
tlie Distribution of Favors in

tlie Trial.

Itis not often that the supreme court
volunteers a recommendation to the
legislature of the state, but ina modest
way it did yesterday in an opinion
handed down by Judge Mitchell in
the matter of the state of Nehemiah
Hulett, John R. Carey, as administra-
tor, suing Lucy A. Hulett.

Nehemialh Hulett, who, for many
years, had been a resident of Duluth
and was reputed to be a bachelor, died
July 25, 1832. The administrator of his
estate found and had probated a will
Hulett had executed in May, 1862. The
will was proved and admitted to pro-
bate. But, Feb. 13, 1893, a woman call-
ing herself Lucy A. Hulett appeared
in the probate court and filed a peti-
tion, asking that the homestead and
certain personal property allowed by
the law to the widow of a citizen be
set aside for her. In the petition, she
set up the claim that she had been
married to Hulett by contract,
There had been no formal ceremony
or solemnization, but she and Hulett
had mutually agreed that they would
become man and wife and live to-
gether as such and an agreement to
that effect had been executed in writ-
ing and signed by each of them. Later,
Sept. 13, Mrs. Hulett filed a petition
asking that the willbe vacated and set
aside, as not the last will and testa-
ment of her husband. The claim was
also set up that the will had been re-
voked by the subsequent marriage of
the party who executed it, though he
had died without issue.

The probate court denied both peti-
tions, and the case was appealed to
the district court, where the decisionof the probate court was reversed.

A number of questions were submit-
ted to the court, but the only one re-
ferred by the court to the 3ury was
whether the signature of Hulett to themarriage contract was genuine or not
The jury decided that it was. The
other questions of both law and factwere left to the court. The appellants
or heirs of the estate, hold that thiswas error. They also set up in evi-dence contracts made by Hulett subse-quent to his alleged marriage in whichhe was described as a single man. The
court rejected these, and the supreme
court sustains the refusal to admitthem in evidence. But the suoreme
court holds that tha will of a man Isnot revoked by his subsequent mar-
riage alone, without a birth of issueThe judgment of the district courtsetting aside the probate of the willand adjudging it to be of no effectis reversed, but the ruling of the courtmaking an allowance from the estate
for the maintenance of the widow dur-
ing the administration of the will 's
affirmed.

The opinion goes at some length intothe philosophy of the common law as
to marriages, and comments that whileit might be urged against the common
law custom as to wills that the ten-dency of it was toward the perpetua-
tion of a feudal system not in sym-
pathy with institutions of this country,
the object of the law seems to havebeen to protect the children of the de-
ceased who might otherwise be thrownupon the world without protection.
The court suggests that it was not in-
tended by the statute to give a com-mon law wife the same protection as
her children. Decisions of the courts
back to the time of Charles 11. are
quoted, and it is after a considerable
discussion of the whys and wherefores
of the common law that the court com-
ments:

"In view of the increasing number of
common law widows laying claim (in
many instances, doubtless, fraudulent-
ly) to the estates of deceased men of
wealth, it is a question for the legis-
lature whether the common law should
not be changed."

The court finally sums up its decision
as follows:

"In the appeal from the judgment
setting aside to the petitioner the home-
stead of deceased and givingher an al-
lowance out of his estate for her main-
tenance during administration the
judgment is affirmed."

In the other appeal the judgment set-
ting aside the probate of the will and
adjudging such will to be of no force
or effect is reversed, The syllabus is
as follows:
In re estate of Nehemiah Hulett. John R.

Carey as administrator, etc., et al., appel-
lants, vs. Lucy A. Hulett. respondent.
The issue being whether the deceased exe-

cuted an alleged written contract of marriage
with the petitioner, conveyances executed by
the deceased subsequent to the marriage con-
tract, in which he was described as a single
man, were inadmissible in evidence against
the petitioner.

A letter written to petitioner to her sister,
subsequent to the execution of the marriage
contract, in which she referred to the de-
ceased as "her husband" and "your brother,"
was handed by her to the deceased to read.
He read it, enclosed It In an envelope ad-
dressed to the sister, and put it in his pocket
with other letters, apparently for the purpose
of posting it. Held that this so connected
the deceased with the letter that it was com-
petent evidence in favor of the petitioner as
his admissions.
It Is mutual, present consent lawfully ex-

pressed, which makes marriage. All that is
necessary to render competent parties hus-
band and wife is that they agree in the pres-
ent tense to be such, no time being contem-
plated to elapse before the asumption of the
status. Itis not necessary that such a con-
tract be followed by holding themselves out
to the public as husband and wife, or that
it be acted on by their professedly living to-
gether in that relation. The distinction noted
between the fact of marriage and the proof of

The fact that under our statutes a wife may
inherit from her husband has not changed
the common rule that the will of a man is not
revoked by his subsequent marriage alone
•without the birth of Issue.

The order in one appeal affirmed and in th<_

other appeal reversed. —Mitchell, J.

MRS. LONERGAX'S STORY.

She Tells the Court of Adam Lohl-

kcr'i Cruelty.

The third day of the Adam Lohlker
will contest before Judge Otis was
occupied by the appellant, Mrs. Jessie
Donegan, a daughter of the deceased,

in describing the treatment accorded
her by her father before his death.
Frequently the father had accused his
daughter of taking funds from the
money drawer of his store where she
was employed, and had forbade her
keeping company with certain young
men, even going so far as to take
presents from her which she had re-
ceived from them. Mrs. Lonergan tes-
tified that she had gone to St. Louis
and that, while sick in that city, had
written to her father, but that he had
refused to aid her. In St. Louis she
met Mr. Lonergan, whom she married
in 1886, before a justice of the peace.
Mr. Lonergan was a Catholic, and in
1892 the couple was again married by a
Catholic priest. The marriage had at
first been secret, on account of her
husband's financial condition, but as
an inventor, he had become prosperous
and was now able to support witness
in ample comfort.
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MOTORMAN GAME.

Attempt to Rob a Trolley Cur a
Failure.

KANSAS CITY, Nov. 27.—-Midnight

last night, four men led by Oscar Brid-
ges, said to be a bridge and parachute
jumper of more or less notoriety, made
an unsuccessful attempt to hold up
and rob an electric car filled with pas-
sengers, bound for Independence.

The car was the regular theater car
returning to Independence and con-
tained seventy passengers. When it
reached a lonely spot midway between
the two cities, Bridges, unmasked,
jumped onto the rear platform and
going through the car to the front end,
boldly thrust a revolver to the breast
of the motorman. Another of the gang

who had quickly followed Bridges and
who wore a mask had just entered the
rear- door and was in the act of order-
ing the passengers to hold up their
hands when the conductor threw him
from the car, which the motorman in
some manner had been able to start.
The two remaining robbers, who, it
appears, were to have covered the con-
ductor, became frightened at the quick

action displayed by him and when the
second robber alighted on the ground,
the three made off to the woods. In
the meantime, Bridges was tusselling

with the motorman to whose aid some
of the male passengers had come. Many
of the women became paralyzed with
fright and screamed or cried, refusing
to be quieted by the conductor or their
male escorts. Bridges was finally over-
powered without having lired his re-
volver and the car proceeded on its
return to Independence.

This morning Bridges was brought

here and after several hours in the
sweat box admitted his identity and
gave the names of his pals. In addi-
tion, a saloonkeeper whose name is
also withheld gave information to the
police which makes it almost positive
that the men are the same who robbed
the Chicago & Alton train, and who
have committed other depredations in
and around Kansas City within the
past two months.

This afternoon the police gave out the
names of the robbers as follows: Oscar
Bridges, Eugene Ridgeway, Ernest
Ridgeway and James Repine. All are
under twenty-two years of age. The
Ridgeway boys liveat Sheffield, a small
suburb near the scene of the hold-up.
Eugene is a barber and Ernest is a
professional high diver. Repine, who
is twenty-one years old, comes of re-
spectable parents and lives at Centrop-

olis. a suburb of Kansas City.
The coolness and courage of Motor-

man A. T. Rollins and Conductor Lloyd

Jackson doubtless saved the passengers
from being robbed. Motorman Rollins
said today that he thought at first
that Bridges was joking, but when he
saw the polished barrel of a forty-five

calibre revolver pushed against his
breast and heard the order to "hold up
your hands" repeated, his hands went
up. Atthis moment the robber glanced

back Into the car evidently to see
whether his confederates were doing
their part. Quick as a flash Rollins
swung his left flst, landing a blow in
the robber's face that knocked him
against the controller. Rollins then
caught the robber by the throat and
choked him until he gave up the strug-
gle.

Four months ago Bridges gained con-
siderable notoriety by leaping from the
top girder of the Hannibal bridge here
into the Missouri river and swimming
out safely.

Leavenworth, Kan., Nov. 27.— Alex.
Repine and Ernest Ridgeway, wanted
in Kansas City for holdingup an Inde-
pendence electric car, were arrested
here tonight.

Postmaster Short.
MEMPHIS, Term., Nov. 27.—The fact Uiat

there was a shortage in Postmaster Robert
Armour's accounts prior to Nov. 18 ha3been
established beyond any question. A confer-

enco of Mr. Armour's bondsmen and friends
was held on the evening of Nov. 17, at which
the amount of the shortage, $12,233, was made
up. Nothing authentic could be learned from
the inspectors or district attorney as to
whether the postmaster would be removed or
prosecuted.

FATAL THANKSGIVING.

Three Polandera Fatally Shot iv a
Drunken Riot.

PITTSTON, Pa., Nov. 27.—Three men
were fatally shot and several others
more or less seriously wounded In a
drunken riot at Duryea early today.
The victims are:

James Motsli, shot In abdomen, died almost
instantly; Frank Lambert, shot in breast
three times, died this afternoon; John Betts,
shot in leg and cannot recover; John Toy,
shot in thigh; William Mochines, shot in
side; two Polandera, names unknown, wounds
slight-

Duryea Is a small mining village
tbree miles north of Pittston, and there
is a large colony of foreigners there
who work in the mines. They cele-
brated Thanksgiving day principally
by drinking and the tavern of Anthony
Palley was their headquarters. Several
of the residents of the town say that
the night was a veritable reign of ter-
ror in which it was unsafe to be at
large.

The shooting occurred about 3 o'clock
this morning and the story of its or-
igin told by Palley, the tavern keeper,
is the only one yet heard. He says that
a number of Polanders were drinking
in his place when a party of young
Americans entered. After much drink-
ing they began to taunt the foreigners.
This led to a quarrel in which the
Americans assumed the aggressive and
set upon the Polanders with canes. The
iirst blow had no sooner been struck
that the foreigners drew their guns
and bullets began to fly. The shoot-
ing was so general and promiscuous
that it is impossible to tell v*io fired
the fatal shots. Lambert was carried
away by his friends and Motsli and
Eetts were found on the floor when
the fusillade was over. The two wound-
ed Polanders were taken to their homes
where their wounds were dressed.

The authorities promptly started an
investigation and this afternoon ar-
rested Palley, the saloonkeeper; his
bartender, Wm. Cosgrove; James Ryan,
James Brady, J. Clark, Samuel Bar-
clay, J. Flood and Alexander Wileyhi.
They are charged with being the ring-
leaders in the riot. While they were
being taken to Pittston, Barclay and
Flood escaped from the constable and
fled to the mountains.

minTwages cut"
Trouble at "Leadvllle May Be Dupli-

cated at Butte.
DENVER, Colo., Nov. 27.—The Ana-

conda Mintingcompany at Butte, Mont.,
has given notice to its men of a cut in
wages, commencing December 1, from
$3.50 to $3.00 a day, and it is said that
other big mining companies intend to
follow suit. Joseph Taylor, attorney
for the American Federation of Miners,
is quoted as saying that a conference
to oensider the situation will be held
next week at Victor and that President
Boyce, of the federaton, and Messrs.
Marvin and Leonard, members of the
legislative committee from Butte, will
there meet representatives of the var-
ious Colorado unions. ItIs added that
the leaders of the federation will en-
deavor to avoid a strike at Butte as the
Leadville strike is severely taxing the
financial resources of the organization.

FRESHJUASSACRE.
Five Hundred Armenians Added to

the List of Victims.
LONDON, Nov. 28.— A Constantinople

dispatch to the Daily News says that
a fresh massacre with 500 victims li
rumored to have occurred near Diar-
bekir.


