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TODAY’S WEATHER,

WASHINGTON, Dec. 4.—~Forecast for Sat-
urday: Minnesota—Light snows and threat-
ening weather; variable winds.

Wisconsin—Threatening weather; local
snow; colder in northern portion; light to
fresh variable winds.

South Dakota—Fair in western, local snow
in eastern portion; cooler Sunday night; va-
riable winds.

North Dakota—Light snows; easterly winds,
becoming variable.

Montana—Local snows in northern portion;
fair in southern portion; colder Saturday
night; westerly winds.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

United States Department of Agriculture,
Weather Bureau, Washington, Dec. 4, 6:48 p.
m. Local Time, 8 p. m. 75th Meridian Time—
Observations taken at the same moment of
time at all stations.

TEMPERATURES.

Place. Tem.; Place. Tem.
St. Paul ............22Minnedoss ......-... 4
Duluth 20 Winnipeg ........... 2
il s .32
Bismarck ..... ..1¢{Buffalo ...........
Heleng ... .... .42/Boston .. ..
Edmonton . 4 Cheyenne
Battleford ..... .—4 Chicago
Prince Albert . . 0 Cincinnati .
BT g AR SMIERE, 18 New Orleans .

Medicine Hat .......12/New York ...

Swift Current ..

Qu’Appelle ..........

DAILY MEANS.
Barometer, 29.84; thermometer, 16; relative
humidity, 91; wind, southeast; weather,

cloudy; maximum thermometer, 24; minimum
thermometer, 8;. daily range 16; amount of
melted snow in last twenty-four hours, .09.
Note—Barometer corrected for temperature
and elevation. —P. F. Lyons, Observer.

THAT FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT,

The Galveston News recently called
attention to the decrease in the vote of
the states of Mississippi and South
Carolina under their constitutions pre-
scribing educational qualifications, and
made it the basis of an argument for
the decrease in the congressional rep-
resentation of those states under the
fourteenth amendment, That provides
that whenever in any state the right
to vote shall be in any way abridged
except for crime or rebellion, its rep-
resentation shall be reduced in the pro-
portion those excluded bear to. the
whole. This suggestion has been made
the topic of cemment by Republican
papers generally, and their common
conclusion is that the case is one that
calls for the immediate action of
congress on the line suggested by the
News.

There are but two other states in the
Union, Massachusetts and Connecticut,
that prescribe eduecational qualifica-
tions for voters, each requiring the
voter to be able to read from the con-
stitution in English, and Massachu-
sctts adding the ability to write. Mis-
sissippi and South Carolina are more
lenient, requiring voters to be able to
read, or, if they cannot read—appre-
ciating the fact that frequently such
illiterates have ability sufficient—they
are required to show that they under-
stand what of the consttution is read
to them. Each one of these states
was moved by the purpose of ridding
the franchise of illiterates, assuming
that such could not vote intelligently.
A step in the same direction is that
taken by Minnesota this year in adopt-
ing the amendment making citizen-
ship of the United States a qualifica-
tion, the assumption being that in the
five years of residence educational in-
fluences will have made the voter fa-
miliar with our institutions.

But if representation can be abridged
because it is assumed that an educa-
tional test bars voters from the fran-
chise, there will be some serious ques-
tions to be settled before action ecan
be taken. ¥t will not do to assume that
all those who neglect their duty at the
polls as citizens do it because their
right is abridged by the law ‘of the
state. We have on several occasions
commented on the number of stay-at-
homes in our state, where the widest
latitude has been given to the suffrage.
Even in this exciting contest over 75,-
000 voters in Minnesota did not go to
the polls; and in Ohio, where state
pride alone should have been sufficient
spur, 115,000 persons capable of voting
neglected to do so.
by which those who did not vote in
Mississippi or South Carolina, because
they lacked the educational qualifica-
tions, can be distinguished from those
who were eligible but voluntarily ab-
stained from voting. Before a decrease
can be made in their representation in
congress such a classification would be
necessary.

'~ But while our Republican contempo-
raries have accepted quite gleefully the
proposition as it affects the two South-
ern states, we apprehend they have not
applied it to the two Northern states
that impose a similar bar. The sauce
they prescribe for the Southern goose
must also be taken by the Northern
gander. Those of voting age in Mas-
sachusetts in 1890 numbered 665,009.
The treasury estimate of increase of
population from 1890 to 1896 is 11.5 per
cent. Take 10 per cent, and the
number of voting age in that state this
year is 731,609. The presidential vote
was 381,952. Forty-eight per cent of
those who could did not vote, even in
this exciting campaign. Connecticut’s
potential vote, increased the same, is
246,501. The vote was 171,356, showing
80.5 per cent not voting. It is quite as
correct to assume that the 48 per cent
in Massachusetts and the 30.5 per cent
in Connecticut did not vote because
their right was abridged by the edu-
cational qualification required as it is
to assume that the loss in the two
Southern states was similarly caused.
If the fourteenth amendment is applied

Massachusetts would lose half and
Connecticut a third of their represent-
atives in congress. ; :

But there is an aspect of the matter
that our Scuthern friends may well re-
flect on. The eagerness with which
the suggestion of the Galveston paper
is seized by Republican papers indi-
cates that the old animus that was be-
_hind the force bills still rankles and
only awaits a pretext to break out in
all its pristine violence. While they
now only say that those whose voting
right is abridged by these constitu-
tions should be deducted from the ba-
-sis of representation, that accomplished
they would correctly assume that the
words “in any way abridged” in-
cluded all who, for any reason or cause,
did not vote. Is there not in this cause
for reflection whether it is wise or pol-
itic for the Democrats in those states
to be opening the way to other force
bills by adhering to a finincial heresy
that will deprive them of the assist-
ance of their Northern friends without
whom they will be helpless?

S
OUR NEW SUPERINTENDENT.
The board of school inspectors filled

vesterday the vacancy caused by the

resignation of Superintendent Gilbert
by electing Prof. Vergil G. Curtis, for-
merly superintendent of schools in I\Iew

Haven, to the head of our public school

system. To all those who are familiar

with the work and record of Mr. Curtis
and the admirable recommendations in
his behalf presented by leading edu-
cators throughout the country, the se-

|

country, this recession to barbarism
and corruption is forbidden as to the
great bulk of the service by law. We
are not ready to believe, either, that
Mr. McKinley himself would dream of
consenting to the clamor of the party
spoilsmen, and invite both disaster to

own hopes 'in the outburst of public
indignation, The two episodes, that
containing the demand for ‘“‘moderate’”
tariff legislation and that suggesting a
“happy imedium” in office-mongering,
are interesting chiefly as gauges of the
‘Republican anxiety to satisfy a greedy
appetite, and at the same time to pla-
cate the indignation that this is sure
to stir throughout the country.
e —— - '
CANNOT SNEAK OUT OF IT.-

Both before and since the deecision of
the supreme court on the board of pub-
lic works case, which convicted Mayor
Doran of a determination to ecarry
through his personal policy at any cost,
those who are compelled, by the sad
exigencies of party, to find some excuse
for him, have been asserting that the
law was mandatory. They say that
he acted only as he was ‘‘authorized
and required” to act by the statute
passed by the last legislature. "This
would amount to something as a de-
fense if Mr. Doran had not chosen to
comply with one section of that law,
while deliberately rejecting and refus-
ing to obey an equally positive com-
mand contained in another section.

lection will appear a happy one. He is
a man of fine address, of thorough fa-
miliarity with educational methods, of
strong sympathy with modern ideas,
of fine scholarship and of executive
ability. The board has done nothing
hastily or without consideriag care-
fully* the best interests of the schools
of St. Paul. Its members have taken
ample time to canvass the field, and all
of them have acted with a desire to
secure the best man possible for this
responsible post. From the long list
of candidates before them for consid-
eration they have chosen the one who,
in the final estimate, seemed to them
best fitted to mainfain the high rank of
our schools and to advance them in
efficiency and and in thoroughness. We
congratulate them on their painstaking
effort to perform this impertant duty
to the satisfdction of the people; and
we know that the conclusion which
they have reached is due to no other
motive than the desire to fulfill their
trust. They deserve the thanks of the
public, as the new superintendent de-
serves the confidence and the unani-
mous and ardent support of this com-
munity. The Globe bids him wel-
come with the hope and belief that the
future will confirm the faith of the
present in the wisdom of the selection
that has been made.A

A GROWI‘.\'E'APPETITE.

The voracious appetite of the Repub-
lican party is gnawing rapidly through
the thin shell of decent self-restraint
that was placed about it during the
late campaign. There is much mur-
muring about the tariff. The Dingley
bill, which was all that Republicans
asked or hoped for a year ago, is now
altogether inadequate to their desires
and designs. They are ready to stran-
gle their darling infant with their own
hands; lest it should prevent an extra
session and the revision of the tariff
“along protective lines,” as young Mr.
Tawney puts it. A tariff which aver-
ages over 40 per cent on dutiable ar-
ticles might, one would think, be con-
sidered “along protective lines” with-
ont any great changes, If 40 per cent
duty is not protection, how many per
cent does it take to protect? The
revenue -question, be it remembered, is
not, strictly speaking, involved; for Mr.
McKinley's own bill correctly described
itself in its title as an act to reduce
revenue, and, unless the great staple
necessaries of the people’s daily life
are to be taken from the free list and
once more taxed for the benefit of mo-
nopolies, a McKinley change in the
tariff would mean less revenue and not
more. Revenue legislation is exceed-
ingly simple. A tax on sugar or tea
or coffee or beer, or any one of a dozen
commodities in which the addition to
cost would be so slight that it could
rot be shifted to the consumer, would
produce all the money that any but a
wasteful government needs. It is the
barons of protection and théy alone
whose appetite grows frantic as their
opportunity approaches, and who de-
mand a new tariff “along protective
lines.”

Not less imperative are the demands
of the aching stomachs of those who
long to be filled with fat offices. While
Mr. Bryan was running on a platform
that denounced civil service reform
and promised a restoration of the spoils

There is no way |

| system, the Republicans were most ar-
: dent reformers. Now they are willing
| to admit, in the words of the Minne-
apolis Tribune, that ‘“there are two
sides to the question of civil service
reform.” That paper quotes from the
Cincinnati Commercial Tribune a
violent denunciation of the re-
form system, and covertly lends
its approval. It is, in this case,
but the mouthpiece of the hungry
horde that swarms about every pras-
ident-elect, and, having made politics
a business, and a not very creditable
business at that, demands its pay from

siders that Mr. Cleveland has made
eivil service reform considerable of a
“hobby,” and admonishes Mr. McKin-
ley that there 1Is a happy medium
which he may observe. This is pre-
cisely similar to the talk in other quar-
ters about the tariff. All in the world
that the most rabid protectionist pre-
tends that he wants is a “moderate”
tariff act. That the present law is in-
ordinately protective does not enter
into his calculation. He endeavors to
soften popular disapproval of another
great lift in rates to help the trusts by
pretending to desire a
change. He begs pardon in advance
little one.”

In the same vein, they who would
destroy civil service reform if they
could, but dare not attack it openly,
are advising Mr. McKinley to seek the
“happy medium.” This means that
they would like to have him discharge

every man now in office as fast as
places could be filled by Republican po-

the public purse. The Tribune con- |

“moderate’ |

for his offense, ‘“because it is such a

The act which has just been thrown
| out by the supreme court reads as fol-
| lows in section 4:

| On the taking effect of this act in any city
the mayor thereof shall immediately appoint
a commissioner of public works to hold in
the interim until the time for the appoint-
ment of a commissioner of public works for
the full term above provided for,

This, they say, is the command which
was laid upon the executive, couched
in explicit terms, and which he could
not disobey. Turning to section 116 of
the same act, we find these words:

The mayor of each city, as soon as this
act is made applicable thereto, shall appoint
four members of the, park commission, who
shall supersede the park commission then
existing in such city, if there be any.

The language of this is just as em-
phatic, just as mandatory as that of
the other section. If Mr. Doran was
compelled to appoint a commissioner of
public works, and if the language of
the charter obliged him to oust the
old board from the city hall, to defy
and insult them at every opportunity,
to the great detriment of the public
interest, why did it not oblige him to
appoint four park commissiorers? Did
he do so? If not, did he not set at de-
flance the specific order of the law
just quoted? The contrast between
the action of the city executive under
these two precisély parallel and equal
directions of the same act shows that
he cannot sneak out of responsibility
for the course that has brought upon
him such general and just condemna-
tion. - 3

AT THE THEATERS.

For the remainder of his engagement, be-
ginning with the matinee today, Joseph Mur-
phy will present the Irish comedy, ‘““The
Kerry Gow.” Joe Murphy has made the
jovial Kerry blacksmith familiar to every
theater goer of this country. The matinee
today will be played at popular prices. ‘‘The
Kerry Gow” will be repeated tonight and
for the farewell performance tomorrow night.
A\ The attraction for next week, beginning Mon-
day night, is the tragedian, Walker White-
side,

- LI

““The Dazzler,” with its mirth and melody,
terminates its engagement with a matinee
performance today at 2:30 and a presentation
tonight at 8:15. “The Girl I Left Behind
Me” will open a week's engagement tomor-
row night.

s *

Anpa Eva Fay continues to attract large

crowds at Market hall,

TO THE LEGISLATURE

Attorney General Childs Relegates
Anoka County’'s Row.

Attorney General Childs has cut the
Gerdi knot in- the Anoka county
litigation in his decision as submitted
to the governor yesterday. While he
ccncedes that the governor's proclama-
tion ordering a special election was
valid, he recommends that the matter
be discussed at the coming session of
the incoming legislature, and he sug-
gests that the matter be left until the
meeting of that body.

Attorney General Childs’ opinion, as
rendered to the governor yesterday, is
as follows:

Relative to the special election in Anoka
county ordered by your proclamation, my
opinion has been sought as to the procedure
which must be pursued in the conduct of
such election. g

An examination of ‘the legislation of this
state upen the subject discloses such con-
fusion and incongruity of provisions that 1
am unable either to reconcile them or to reach
a conclusion at all satisfactory to myself or
which 1 feel warranted in suggesting for
the guidance of the election officers of the
said county.

At the outset I am confronted with a pro-
vision that special elections shall be held and
conducted in the same manner as general
elections. In other words, e provisions of
the general law as to regigtration, nomina-
tions, voting, etc., must be observed in
conducting the special election. But the most
cursory examination of the general election
law is sufficient to demonstrate the impossi-
bility of applying its provisions to the said
election. Certainly, it is now tco late to
make nominations within the time specified,
either by nomination by convention or by
electors. It is also too late to prepare lists
or registers of names of voters; and the sams
is likewise true as to the selection of judges
of election. While I incline to the view that
an election held as nearly as practicable in
compliance with the terms of the statute
would be sustained, it is obvious that it
will be attended with great confusion among
voters and more or less uncertainty as to the
validity of the result.

Inasmuch es a session of the legislature
is close at hand, whereat the state of the
| law can be properly considered and appro-
priate amendments enacted, I would sug-
gest that you revoke the proclamation here-
tofore .made in the said matter. By such
course, the old incumbent will continue in
office until such time as-an election may be
held pursuant to an amendatory act. It
| seems very unwise to subject the county of
| Anoka to the great expense of a special elec-
| tion, in view of the uncertainty above indi-
cated. While the revocation of the proclama-
| tion may not, strictly speaking, be author-
| ized, it will, in my judgment, best accord
| with the exigencies of the occasion. You will,
however, determine for yourself whether such
course shall be pursued or the election be
allowed to go on.

CIVIL SERVICE EXAMS,

Candidates Who Have Passed the
Examination Successfully.

The board of civil service examiners have
had a report on the recent examination held
for places in the internal revenue service.
Thre were 44 candidates examined, of which
25 obtained markings that gave them the
requisite 70 per -cent., the maximum being
100. Those who passed were the following:
Luzerne Lawton, Hopkins; Ulysses 0
Cook, St. Paul; Josiah C. Gregg, St. Paul;
Edward D. Davis, Minneapolis; William Long
Minneapolis; Ralph P. Felton, Minn lis;

Louis Ramaley, Sty _Paul; Frank J. p-
bell, Stevens golnt. Wis.; Frank H. Hosmer,
Farmington; Henry MeConngll, St. Paul; Ed-
ward T. Rea, Minneapolis; Danna C. Reed,
Lakeview; Martin H. Tobias, Kellogg; Lu-
cien M. Allen, St. Paul; Frank H. Wheeler,
3. Paul; Charles Skone, Carver; Hans Hot-

f, St. Paul

ard S. Harris, Minneapolis; Allen G. Mun-
son, Stillwater; Darius A. Cudworth, St.
ul; Thomas L. Burns, Shakopee; Harry A.
err, Minneapolls; Monroe M. Sonnichsen,
Minneapolis; Levli A. Countryman, nne-

- apoliis.

IMtical workers. Most happily for the

the service and the overthrow of his

5 Mark Baldwin, Duluth; Bern--
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BOND-AIDED ROADS -~ DIS-
CUSSED 'BY FRANCIS,
& L ) 1 <
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LUMP SUM SETTLEMENT THE BEST.

¥
£ty

Regarding the Vexed Pacific .
_ Debt Problem.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 4—The annual
report of Secretary of the Interior
Francis was made public today. It
deals with all the affairs of the various
branches of the interior department
during the past year and makes a
number of important recommendations.
It proposes a solution of the vexed
problem of thé bond aided roads, deals
exhaustively with the pension admin-
istration, reviews the progress of the
Daweés’ commission negotiations and
touches upon various matters of espe-
cial significance in the West.

The report opens with a discussion
of the public domain.. It shows that
the total number of acres disposed of
up to June 30 last, was 946,000,000, leav-
ing public domain still vacant, esti-

the district of Alaska, with an area of
over 369,000,000 acres. Since the home-
stead act was passed May 20, 1862, there
have been 162,891,132 acres entered by
homestead settlers. Of this, almost
103,000,000 acres will all be patented
when the legal conditions have been
made. Of the remainder, 42,000,000
acres represent entries canceled and
almost 18,000,000 acres commuted in
cash. The total number of mineral
entries up to date is 29,820; patents to
railways and wagon roads, since the
first grant was made, reach 85,729,751
acres. There also have been 335,691,752
acres disposed of by pre-emption, cash
sales, scrip, locations, military bounty
land warrants, town sites, desert
land, timber culture, timber and stone
entries, Indian allotments and dona-
tions to set.t.lers.

There .are yet due to railroads and
wagon roads, under their grants, 114,-
736,639 acres, of which not more than
60 per cent are available for patent-
ing under the conditions of the grants.
The total grants of lands to the vari-
ous states and territories up to March
12 last, aggregated 181,868,630 acres in
addition to agricultural college scrip
for 7,830,000 acres. The total of all
!ands segregated from the public do-
main aggregates 946,219,160 acres, The
report says:

These figures demonstrate that the coun-
try is being settled with great rapidity, and
that the public domain is being diminished

by great strides. If the rate of d sitio
of the last thirteen years, which 15‘55,"00%‘003

acres a year, is continued for thirteen years
to come, there will be little of the public
domain outside of Alaska in possession of
the government at the expiration of that time.
of the 114,000,000 acres granted to railroads,
but not patented, there can be no objection
to transferring gossesﬂon and control of
whatever portion has been earned by comply-
ing with the grants, and that may be avail-
able thereunder (estimated at 70,000,000 acres)
with as much p €88 as. possible; but
until these grants are adjusted, no additional
g&egﬂshﬁ;ﬂd be made. During the year 15,-

& Tes were patented -
der congressional g‘}a‘nts. STCTOTIHNER. g

Discussing forest reservations, the
report says no permits to cut timber on
publie lands should be granted for any
purpose other than to supply the needs
of actual settlers in the neighborhood
of the forests where timber is to be cut
and should be accompanied by all pos-
sible safeguards, Of the Des Moines

river land claims, over $117,632 have
been

paid and the remainder
will be paid by the end of
this calendar year, Secretary
| Francis urges upon congress the

necessity for legislation for the re-
clamation and dis 1 of lands within
the arid regions. nless the Carey act
could be amended so as to give the
states power to.pledge lands for their
reclamation, he says it would be better
to place the lands under the direction
of the states only so far as many be
necessary to 'secure their reclamation
for the benefit of actual settlers.

All applications made by persons who
had paid the double minimum price for

LANDS EAST OF DULUTH,

aleng the Northern Pacific railroad
grant to have the excess of $1.25 per
acre refunded; have been suspended to
awalit the final location of the Eastern
terminus of the Nerthern Pacific by a
court of competent jurisdiction. The
department has been unofficially in-
formed that a suilt shortly. will be
brought for that purpose.

The total amount paid by the govern-
ment in pensions and the cost of dis-
bursing the same for the last thirty-one
years is §$2,034,817,769. This lacks only
a little over $346,712,600 of being equal
to the high water mark of the interest
bearing public debt. The present num-
ber of pensioners, which is 970,678, is
greater by 4,666 than in 1893, when the
maximum annual cost was reached,
and is greater than ever before. This
is due to the death of old soldiers-and
the continued payment of allowances
to their heirs, while the amount paid is
decreased through the death of invalia
pensioners leaving no dependents,

The pension policy of the department
has been to make the pension list a roll
of honor, rather than to save money to
the government; the effect has been to
defeat the designs of impostors, while
reorganizing the claims of the needy
and deserving. General public sen:l-
ment, however, is the obligation of the
government is confined to those who
fought for its maintenance and those
dependent upon them.

The total number of our pensioners
in foreign countries is 3,781, who last
vear were paid $582,735. The commis-
sicner of pensions has been directed to
accept from pensioners residing in Ger-
many only such declaration and other
papers of claimants as may be made
before a United States minister or con-
sul, or other consul officer of the Unit-
ed States. The state department has
been requested to, instruct representa-
tives abroad to make the notarial fee
25-cents, a compensation in vogue here.
Increase of some $8 to $12 per month is
recommended '’ for all wholly disabled
and destitute Mexican war survivors.

Under the Head’éf Indian affairs the
secretary repeats the recommendation
of his predecessor for a commission of
three, one of iwhem shall be an army
officer, to take the place of the com-
missioner and assistant commissioner
of Indian affairs. With regard to the
dispute over the I'ncompahgre Indian
reservation in,Utah, in which ble
deposits of asphaltum have been dis-
covered, Secretary Francis expresses
the opinion that the commission which
treated with the Indians for the allot-
ment of their lands, totally misunder-
stood .the agreement of 1880 by which
the Uncompahgre's were removed from
Colorado. The Indians declined to pay
$1.25 an acre for the lands allotted to
them, because they were led to believe
that the purchase money would come
out of their trust fund of $1,250,000,
which furnishes them $50,000 per an-
num. This is not the case. The pur-
chase money would not disturb the
trust fund, but 1d eventually come
out of the proceeds of the sale of their
Colorado lands. The commission was
dissolved last February. The report
centinues:

It is my judgment that some legislation
should be enacted whereby the people of the

: ez
PENSIONS, 'INDIAN  LANDS  AND | out

Advice 11)'! tﬁe Secretary to Congress |

mated at over 600,000,000, not including”

der, to lease them, or to ne with re-
sponsible parties for the working of the de-
g:l!t-. in order that the government may
fairly compensated, and to the end that
the public may enjoy the benefit of a highly
ugeful gift of -nature.
f these ds were the property of the In-
mnl. ! bg:uld tl;'emr.w quuglon as to the
ve desc me being the proper one
to adopt in the disposition thereof. In my
opinicn, however; the Indlans have no inter-
est in these Utah lands. If there are not suffi-
clent agricultural lands within the limits of
the Utah reservation to provide for their al-
lotments ,under the agreement of 1880, the
government would be under obligation to fur-
nish agricuitural lands elsewhere for allot-
ment to the Uncompahgres. :
The secretary makes no comment on
the work of the Dawes Indian commis-
sion, but includes in the report a par-
tial report of the commission which is
now engaged under the act of June
10, 1896, in determining all applieations
{:ﬁ: citizenship in the five civilized
es. .

Under the head of bond-aided rail-
reads, the secretary says he complied
with the joint. resolution of June 10,
1896, requiring him to continue the is-
sue of patents to bona fide purchasers
of lands sold by bond-aided railroads,
but he says he declined to issue patents
to all surveyed lands on the applica-
tion of the Central Pacifie. He says:

The representatives of the Central Pa-
cific further contended that their road is not
in default to the government, and that if it
were, the lands are not covered by the gov-
ernment mortgage and cannot be held to se-
cure the same, I do not agree with either of
these statements. The tables presented clear-
ly show that the Central Pacific railroad is
in default to the government; but whether so
or not, it unquestionably will be on January
1 next, or about thirty days hence, when
$2,432,000 additional of its indebtedness, to-
gether with thirty years’ interest thereon,
will fall due and must be redeemed by the
government.

In answer to the contention that the gov-
ernment lien is net secured by the lands
granted the Central and Union Pacific com-
panies, section 5 of the act of 1862 provides,
that, on the refusal or failure of a company
to redeem its bonde or any part thereof, the
secretary of the treasury may take pos-
session of all lands which at the time ‘of
said default shall remain in the ownership
of the company. For the above reasons, I have
declined to patent lands to the Union Pa-
cific railroad or the Central Pacific railroad,
except in cases where it can be shown that
the lands for which d;;ntenu; are asked have
been sold to bona fide purchasers.

Inasmuch as the subsidy bonds issued by
the government to aid in ‘{.hs construction of
these roads are falling due from time to
time and must be redeemed by the govern-
‘nﬁnt t“ they mature, while the roads are un-

e to

REIMBURSE THE TREASURY

for the amount so paid, and the further
reason that a bill is now pending in con-
gress, providing for a funding of this indebt-
edness, I deem it the part of prudence for
the government to retaln whatever of the
property of the roads it may have in its
Dossession or in its contrel, until there shall
be an adjustment of the amounts due the
government.

The secretary savs he has requested
an opinion from the secretary of the
treasury as to whether the Central
Pacific is in default, and the attorney
general, as to whether, if in default,
he is authorized to patent lands grant-
ed to bond-aided railroads, even when
they have been sold to bona fide pur-
chasers. It will be noticed here that
the secretary here by implication ques-
tions the authority of the concurrent
resolution directing him to continue the
issue of patents.

Referring to the railroad commission-
ers’ recommendations for a commission
to settle the indebtedness of the bond-
aided roads, the secretary says:

Congress is not likely to delegate to any
commission the power to settie this indebted-
ness without making such settlement sub-
ject to its approval, but whether congress
would do so or not, the delay consequent upon
the appointment of a commission and its
work would be so great thHat most or all of
the bonds issued in aid of these roads would
mature and the government be called upon
to redeem the same. In the meantime, other
bills would be introduced seeking to effect
other settlements, and in the end the gov-
ernment would receive less for its claim than
it would if a compromise by the cash pay-
ment of & lump sum should be effected in the
ich!x;;ediati? fel:‘tuiﬁ axtl'd ghe government be-

e reliev erel Tom all con
with these roads, o e

This indebtedness has been the subject of
attempted legislation for many years past,
and it seems impossible to frame any renewal
or extension of the loan which will be ac-
ceptable both to the legislators and the in-
debted companies. A funding of the debt,
which contemplates the government accept-
ing long time bonds for its advances, will
not remove this troublesome subject from
the consideration of congress, and would prob-
ably result in renewed measures for relief
of the roads being proposed as those bonds
approach maturity.

In my judgment, it is much better for
the government to accept a lump sum in
cash for its claim against these roads, if
by so doing that claim can be settled and
the connection between the government and
the only roads it has ever aided by direct
subsidy be effectually severed. Such a solu-
tion of this vexed question would meet with
the hearty approval of the people generally,
and relieve the legislators and all branches
of the government of a troublesome problem
and a trying responsibility.

With regard to the Nicaraguan Mari-
time Canal company, chartered by the
government in 1889, the secretary says
a preliminary report of the company
submitted to him shows that no work
was done during the present year,

In conclusion, the secretary calls at-
tention to the cramped quarters in
the interior department, the large sum
paid for rent annually (reaching $46,000
last year) and earnestly recommends
the erection of another structure on a
block adjacent to the present building,
adequate to accommodate all branches
of the department.

NEARLY THROUGH ITS WORK.

Western Freight Association Rate
Committee’s Long List.

It is éxpected the meeting of the Western
Freight association rate committee will con-
clude its work today in time to allow the
members to return home for the Sabbath.
The committee has been in session for many
days, during which time it has disposed of
131 different matters, which were upon the
docket. But meagre reports have reached
St. Paul of the work of the committee, proba-
‘bly owing to the new system In operation.
The committee for one thing has recom-
mended that the rate on wind-mill tanks,
knocked down, be fixed at 24 cents from Du-
duth to Kansas City, and on tanks and wind-
mill timbers mixed at 32 cents. Pending the
final and complete report of the committee,
matters around the St. Paul freight depart-
ments are very quiet. All of the import-
ant matters which have been pending are
before the committee.

SONS OF THE REVOLUTION,

Officers and Managers for the En-
suing Year.

The Minnesota Society of the Sons of
the Revolution held their annual meet-
ing in the parlors of. the Aberdeen.
Besides transacting a large amount of
routine business the following officers
and managers were elected for the com-
ing year: -

President—Rukard Hurd. .

Vice President—Rt. Rev. M. N. Gilbert.
Secretary—John Townsend.
Treasurer—Joseph E. Williams. e
Registrar—Maj. Charles H. Whipple, U.
g -

C —Rev. Edward P. Ingersoll, D. D,
Board of Managers—Charles P. es,
Thaddeus C. Field, George C. Squires, Rev.
J. P. Egbert, D. D., Nathaniel Elwell, Tracy
Lyon.

COOPER IS PRESIDENT,

‘He Succeeds R. A. Smith in the Re-
formatory Beoard,

The board of managers of the St. Cloud
reformatory met yesterday, electing John
Cooper, of St. Cloud, president, to succeed
Robert A. Smith, who recently resigned. The
most important business aside

ANNUAL umla- OF DIRECTOR OF
: THE UNITED STATES -

FIGURES IN THE MILLIONS.

METALLIC MONEY STOCK OF THE
NATION SOM ING OVER
; A BILLION. :

ONE HUNDRED PER CENT PROFIT

Made by Counterfeiters Who Turn
Out Silver Doliars Equal to
the lle"u_lur Coins,

WASHINGTON, Dec. 4.:‘-The report
of R. E. Preston, director of the mint,
shows the operations of the mints and
assay offices during the fiscal year of
1896, together with statistics of foreign
countries, relative to the production,
coinage and monetary conditions\ of
each. The original gold bullion depos-
ited at the mints and assay offices
during the year was valued at $68,769,-
383. The original silver bullion depos-
ited represented a coinage value of
$11,672,077. The purchases of silver
bullion for subsidiary coinage were
184,578 fine ounces, costing $122,429.

The coinage executed at the mints
during the fiscal year —vas as follows:
Gold, $58,878,490; silver dollars, $7,500,-
882, subsidiary silver, $3,939,819; minor
coirs, $839,337; total, $71,188,468., There
was a total coinage under the act of
July 14, 1890, up to Nov. 1, 1896, of $55,-
306,876, with a seigniorage of $13,304,-
034, leaving on hand at the mints a
balance of 125,061,262 fine ounces, cost-
ing $112,865,625. The balance on hand
Juiy 1, 1836, available for subsidiary
silver coinage was 1,161,708 fine ounces,
costing $1,514,520.

The total amount of minor coins is-
sued by the mint at Philadelphia
since 1792 to June 20, 1896, was $27,818,-
107. Of this amount $2,382,461 has been
re-melted, leaving $25,435,646 as the
total amount outstanding on June 30,
1866. Deducting the balance on hand
at the mints July 1, 1878, the net seig-
niorage or profit on the coinage of
silver from that date to June 30, 1896,
was $78,145,603. Gold and silver bars
were manufactured at the mints and
assay offices during the fiscal year as

fcllows: Gold, $53,248,523; silver, $7,-
370,454,
The average London price of silver

bullion during the fiscal year was equi-
valent to $0.68005; the New York price
was $0.68491, and the average price at
the par of exchange was $0.67588. The
highest quotation during the year was
equivalent to $0.70204; the lowest quo-
tation $0.66081. The commercial ratio
of gold to silver was 1 to 30.58, and the
bullien value of a United Btates sil-
ver dollar, at the yearly average price
was $0.52262. The number of grains of
pure silver at the average price, pur-
chasable with a United States silver
dollar was 710.06, equivalent to 1.479
fine ounces. The net gold exports for
the yvear were §78,904,612 as
against $30,117,376 for the previous year.
The net silver exports were $33,262,258
as against $27,631,789 for the previous
year,

The employment of precious metals
in the industrial arts in the United
States during the calendar year 1895,
was: Gold, $13,429,085; silver, $12,277-
024, The new material consumed in
the manufacture ot these bars was:
Gold, $8,481,781; silver, $9,825,387. The
metallic stock in the United States on
July 1, 1896, was: Gold, $599,597,954; sil-
ver, $628,728,071; a total of $1,228,326,035.

The estimated production of the prec-
ious metals in the United States in
1895 was:

Fine |Commercial] Coining
Metals. Ounces. L Value. Value.
Gold ... 2,254.760{ $46,610,000)  $46,610,000
Silver 56,727,000 36, 4*6,001) 72,051,000

The estimated productfon of gold
and silver in the world for the calen-
dar year 1895, was as follows:

Fine |Commercial] Coining
Metals. Ounces. | Value. Value.
Gold .. 9,604,640/ $200,405,000| $200,406,000
S_ll}'er . 198,&)8,3& | 110,073,700] 217,510,800

The total coinage of gold and sliver
by the various countries of the world
was as follows: Gold, $231,087,438; sil-
ver, $121,610,219; total, $352,697,657. The
total metallic stock and uncovered pa-
per in the world was estimated, on
January 1, 1896, to be as follows: Gold,
$4.143,700,000; full legal tender silver
$3.658,000,000; limted legal tender silver,
$620,200,000; total metallic stock, $8,35¢,-
600,000; uncovered paper, $2,558,000,000;
grand total, $10,938,600,000.

The director in his report states
there 1s no doubt that the silver coins
of the United States are now being
counterfeited, exactly similar to the
genuine in size, weight and devices.
Some of these coins cannot be distin-
guished from the genuine even by ex-
perts. A very dangerous counterfeit
silver half dollar has made its appear-
ance in the East and West, the weight
of which is 192 grains with a fineness
of 86714, while the weight of the gen-
uine is 192.9, of the fineness of 900. The
profit to the counterfeiter is now about
100 per cent. So far the best known
protection against the counterfeiting
of coins has been found to be the let-
tering placed on the edges, similar te
that on the first coinage of the United
States or of the 5 franc pieces of
France. The director recommends that
authority be given the secretary of the
treasury to have experiments made to
determine the best means of prevent-
ing the counterfeiting, _or at least
minimizing the danger.

IS TWOHY AGAINST IT?

He May Declare the Game Law Un-
constitational,

Executive Agent Fullerton and Warden
James Nash, of the state game and flsh com-
mission, spent Thursday night in the union
depot yards watching a car of venison which
they had detected as having been shipped in
violation of the law. The officers have as
yvet failed to locate the killers of the game,
which was consigned to parties in Boston,
Chicago and New York.

Mr. Fullerton was engaged all day yester-
day in the municipal court with a suit
against Smith & Davidson, which was con-
tinued with the understanding that the op-
posing attorneys shall file briefs. It is
thought possible that the game laws will be
declared unconstitutional by Judge Twohy, in
which event the commission will be practi-
cally out of business. Whichever way the
case is decided in the municipal court, it is
understood, it will be appealed to the su-
preme court. <

THE BUSY WORLD,

W. D. Griffith, of Hector, is at the Windsor.
J. W. Branch, of St. Louis, Mp., is at the
Ryan.
‘W. P. Jay, of Park Rapids, is at the Clar-
endon.

W. C. Dustin, of Elmore, i{s at the Clar-
endon.
~ Howard L. Smith, of Chicago, is at the
Astoria.

C. S. West, of Austin, i3 registered at the
‘Windsor.

F. P. Miller, of Denver, Col., is stopping at
the Ryan.
J. L. Clark, 'of Chicago,
the Ryan.

Alvah BEastman, of St. Cloud, is stopping at
the Windsor.
D. W. Hurd, of Des Moines, Io., iz a guest
at the Ryan. &
L. Krause, of New York city, is registered
at-the Ryan.
-~ C. M. Miller, of Omaha, is a guest of the
Metropolitan.

F. A. Gartside, of Winona, registered at the
Windsor yesterday.

is -stopping at

from that was the increase of Prison Agent
‘Whittier's salary from $1,200 to $1,500.
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THE
SUNDAY
EDITION or

TOMORROW---It

|| will Present an

Artistic Full Page
Drawing In Col=
ors Entitled
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Aimong the Up--to--Date

Features with which
Tomorrow's Edition
will be filled are:

Turpentine Farming.
Frank Carpenter describes
a queer business carried
on in a portion of the
South,

haa
Behind Prison Bars.

in the State prison at
Stillwater.

N~
Legislative Redistricting.
Population has grown so
irregularly that it will be
necessary this winter to
redistrict the State.

NN
From Stage to Palace.
How a woman of royalty
took up a poor musician
and made him happy.
NN

Choosing a Cabinet.
Some of the perplexities
which beset a man after
he is elected president.

e ad
Isles of Mystery.
Once inhabited by a con-
siderable band of people;
now wholly deserted.
NN
Christmas Is Coming. .
Some of the things which
it will be proper to give
your best girl or your best
fellow.

McKinley a Iethodist.
The third president of
that faith since the gov-
ernment was founded.
NN
Perchance to Dream.
The wonderful experience
of an American woman in
Paris. -
NS

Bicycie Models of ’97.
Changes in the wheels of
next year will be quite
striking.
B aal

A Page for Women.
The newest things in
cloaks and other wraps.
What the ladies will wear
about Christmas time.
E
In St. Paul Society.
Events of the week just
ended. Social events
which are to come. -
R
Humor of the Day.
The very latest things in
fun, nicely Illustrated in
The Globe’s comic page.

N~
Books of the Hour.
Julian Ralph on China.
Prof. Taussig makes a
study of wages and capi-
tal.

In Local Whist Circles.
Mr. George L. Bunn ex-
plains some difficuit hands
of the game.

o
Base Ball Page.
Figures showing approxi-
mately how much money
was made by the National
League clubs last year.

NSNS

fiLl. THE NEWS
OF THE WORLD.

In shape
for ready
Reading.

A
L

TOMORROW'’S
SUNDAyYy
EDITION or

e (Globe

WILL BE A

Magazine
In One.

DO NOT FAIL TO SEE IT.

NN NN

Queer things that happen’
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