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TODAY'S WEATHER.

"WASHINGTON. Dec. 10.—Forecast for Frl- j
day: Minnesota and North Dakota— Fair,
with Increasing cloudiness Friday afternoon; j
southwesterly winds.

Wisconsin
—

Generally fair; fresh to brisk
southwesterly winds.

South Dakota
—

Fair; southerly to southwest-
erly winds,

Montana
—Fair, with Increasing cloudiness

Friday afternoon; westerly winds.
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

United States Department of Agriculture,
Weather Bureau. Washington, Dec. 10, 6:48
p. m. Local Time, Ip. m. 75th Meridian
Time.

—
Observations taken at the same mo-

ment of time at all statiors.
TEMPERATURES.

Place. Tem.iPlaee. Tern.
St. Paul 36|Qu'Appelle 40
Duluth 36jMinnedosa 32
Huron 36; Winnipeg 26
Bismarck 32 \

Williston 38:Buffalo 38-46 i
Havre 45lBoston 42-48
Helena, SOjCheyenne 38-56
Edmonton 38 Chicago 44-54
Battleford 38lCincinnatt 54-58
Prince Albert 3?Montreal 30-36
Calgary 40,New Orleans 64-66
Medicine Hat ...42! New York 46-54
Swift Current 43lPittsburg 50-54

DAILY MEANS.
Barometer, 29.97; thermometer, 38; relative

humidity, 80; wind, southwest; weather, partly
cloudy; maximum thermometer, 45; minimum
thermometer, 32; daily range, 13; amount of
rainfall or melted snow In last twenty-fourhours, .0.

Note
—

Barometer corrected for temperature
and elevation. —P. F. Lyons, Observer.

-^B.

PROSPECTS OF BIMETALLISM.
The American public will take a deap

Interest in the statement of the French
premier that the people of that coun-
try are suffering from a general fall in
prices and must find their remedy in
International bimetallism. This, com-
ing in concert with the proposal of a
majority of our senate to take steps at
once for an international conference
and action looking toward a bimetallic
agreement, indicates that the subject
will be one of Intense interest and of
possible action within the next few
years. Itis clear that the peoples of more
than one country are convinced that
the restoration of silver to its place in
the money of the world is essential to
the improvement of markets, and even
to the maintenance of present prices.
We believe that they exaggerate great-
ly the effect which the cessation of
free coinage of silver has produced
upon the prices of commodities. The
great fall that has taken place is ac-
counted for by changes in the cost of
production, due partly to the opening
up of enormously rich new sources of
supply and partly to new and cheaper i
processes in every department in the
world of economics. Where you can ex-
plan a phenomenon by facts, it is
more rational than to discard facts as
secondary and give the first place to
theories. It is indisputable, on the
other hand, that if this tendency to
lower prices is incident to the increas-
ed efficiency of human labor due to
mechanical discovery and invention,
then it would be best for the world, a3
tending to maintain a desirable equi-
librium, to counterbalance this tenden-
cy, as far as may be, by such action as
would assist in preventing prices from
going still lower. It is conceivable
that the fall might be to some
extent checked by the admis-
sion to the currency of the world of
the world's available silver product if
that could be coined at an agreed-upon
ratio which would insure its interna-
tional circulation on terms of equality
with gold.

Every circumstance goes to prove
that this action must be international
If it is taken at all, and not local to
any one country. Whatever has been
contributed to the fall of prices by the

er- cessation of silver coinage was effect-
ed, not by the action of the United
States or of France or of Germany
or of any other single government, but
by all of them combined. As we had
occasion to state so frequently dur-
ing the last campaign, an effect that
has proceeded so far as to cut the com-
mercial value of silver 4n half cannot
be remedied by the action of any one
country alone. The very announce-
ment that the farmers of the French
republic feel the same pressure that
Is on those of America is proof enough
that whatever remedy they desire to
apply must be one which they hold in
common. The contention that the pros-
pects of international bimetallism
would be advanced by a defeat of sil-
ver monometallism In the United

Btates Is already proved. Allthe great
nations of the continent are In a posi-
tion where they would not be likely to
reject a project to join with
the United States in some coinage
agreement by which silver might be
admitted to their mints. Great Britain
Is still obstinate, although the bimet-
allic sentiment has been making great
advances there. While we do not look
for immediate results, and while the
extremists in the United States senate
Will hardly permit any international
conference, except on terms that are
Impossible of acceptance by other gov-
ernments, we may be reasonably as-
sured that the whole proposition of in-
ternational bimetallism willbe canvass,
ed during the next few years with a
thoroughness and practicality oT pur-
pose that promise substantial results.

International 'bimetallism, like The
geiwral arbitratior: of differences be-
tween nations, has been, in the past, a
b^nmiful abstraction which the partic-

ular selfishness of each community has

left in the domain of mere theory. We
conceive it probable that the day is not
far distant when it will rise to practi-
cal importance and take; the place of
the local free coinage agitation, that
may then seem to have served a pur-
pose in compelling the people to turn
their attention to broader views and
larger possibilities.

THE RIGHT KIND OP ECONOMY.
The bill which Senator Chandler has

introduced for a reduction of 10 per
cent in the salaries of persons whose
compensation is paid out of the United
States treasury is a cheap and pitiful
sort of economy. Whenever retrench-
ment is proposed in city, state or na-
tion, the two-for-a-nickel reformer
straightway brings in a measure to cut
down salaries. This is an obvious and
easy way to save a few dollars, but it

\ is not the kind of reform that is need-
ed in nearly all of our communities
and in the nation itself. While there
are always some favored places that
have attached to them remuneration
out of all proportion to the work that
they require, it is true that, as a rule,
our public servants are paid too little
rather than too much. We do not find
in any departments of the federal gov-

ernment that the salary list is extrava-
gant. On the contrary, there are work-
ing for the nation throughout the coun-
try today thousands of men on pit-
tances that are barely sufficient to sup-
ply their daily wants. The strong
point, however, is that, whether these
salaries are big or little, they cut an
insignificant figure in the total of ex-
penditures, and they do not constitute
the real financial abuses against which
the people ought to revolt. Take this
city's expenditures, for instance. Out
of the immense total the salary list

| amounts to barely $50,000. Ifyou could
cut that out altogether and have our

jofficials working for nothing, you would
not have touched the- problem of re-
jtrenchment. The same is true of the
United States government. All the sal-
aries paid to all the federal employes
of the country are a mere bagatelle in
the grand total of over half a billion
dollars which we now expend annually
for all purposes. Congress will rush
through, by log-rolling among its mem-
bers, a single river and harbor bill
carrying with it obligations greater
thap all that could be saved from sal-
aries in the next ten years.

This is the place to put in the knife
of economy,, but it is the direction in
which members are least willingto ap-
ply it. The expenditures of this gov-
ernment have grown out of all propor-
tion either to its revenue or to its
needs. There Is a chorus of demand
from the protection press of the country
for more money to meet the necessities
of the government. More money is now
being collected by the federal treasury
than would satisfy every legitimate ne-
cessity of a government economically
administered. The trouble Is not with
excessive salaries, but with excessive
appropriations for the departments and
for miscellaneous purposes. The worst
precedent established in this country
for a generation was set up by the
McKinley congress, which increased
appropriations to the limit in all di-
rections as a pretext for imposing un-
just and unnecessary taxes. That
precedent has, as is usual, become a
|law for subsequent legislatures. It
jdoes not measure the actual cost of
igovernment in this country. Secretary
jMorton has shown, in the depart-
Iment of agriculture, what can be done
|by a man honestly intent upon insti-
tuting and carrying through financial
reforms. Such a policy put in opera-
tion in the other departments and car-
ried into the framing of appropriation
bills would leave this country a surplus
of at least $50,000,000 a year out of
revenue at present collected, without
impairing the efficiency of the public
service or denying a single legitimate
demand of the people. It is not sala-
ries, but jobs that cost money. It is
not in the pay rolls, but in the huge
appropriation totals that reductions
ought to be made. This is the only
worthy and effective economy. We are
waiting for a congress and an execu-
tive courageous and patriotic enough
to apply it.

RUSSIA'S GREAT RAILWAY.
Th#recent completion of the western

portion of the Siberian railway to
Krasnoyarsk finishes one-third of the

| distance from the Ural mountains to
Vladivostock, on the Pacific, or nearly

half the distance if,as reported, Russia
has obtained from China a concession
to cross the peninsula of Manchuria,
thereby saving 700 miles of distance.
This shortening of the route indicates
that the railway has for its chief ob-
jective a military purpose, as it leaves
several hundred miles of Siberian ter-
ritory without railway facilities and
without navigable waters to take their
place. The most difficult portion of the
road, both from engineering and finan-
cial points of view, lies immediately
ahead of the present terminus and
especially after leaving Irkutsk. From
Cheliabinsk to the Obi the grade is an
easy one, from 1 in 600 to 1in 800, but
approaching Lake Baikal and cross-
ing the ranges beyond, the grades are
from 1in 150 to 1in180, and the cost
that, on the eastern section, averaged

about $49,000 a mile rises to $90,000.
It is probably the character of the

country and its climate east of Lake
Baikal that has made the Russian gov-
ernment anxious to secure a southerly
route across Chinese territory. The
elevation is such that the ground is
frozen nearly all the year, thawing on
the surface In the short summer, but
remaining frozen to the depth of over
twenty feet all the time. The region

is practically a desert, the mountain
ranges Intercepting the moisture. A
line in the same latitude across our
continent would touch the Pacific at
the southernmost point of Alaska, pass
a hundred miles north of Winnipeg,
skirt Hudson Bay and cross the middle
of Labrador. The southernmost point

of the Siberian road, except where it
drops to the south to reach Vladivos-
tock, is in 51 degrees north latitude.
When complete its 4,750 miles will
make It the longest railway In the

world, without contidarln* Its cc_n*o-

tions in European Russia
While its significance as an adjunct

of the military power of Russia Is what
interests most the cabinets of Europe
it la its development of competitors
with our industries that makes it of
concern to us. While the region drained
by the Obi river is not fertile, that
tributary to the Irtysh and Yeneseei
rivers is described by Consul Karel as
being as fertile as is the Ohio valley.
These rivers are crossed by the rail-
way and are navigable, thus bringing
to the railway and the markets the
products of that region directly in-
stead of by the roundabout and haz-
ardous route through the Arctic ocean.
The mountain ranges crossed or paral-

leled are rich in all kinds of minerals,
and their development keeps pace with
construction. Even the regions un-
sulted to agriculture, like our own
plains, are adapted to grazing. Itthus
becomes apparent that the American
husbandman must face a future fuller
of competitors than ever, and find
him still more in need either of that
illusive "home market," for which he
has been paying so longand so round-
ly,or of that other home market that
will have the things he wants priced
by the same wide competition he meets
with in marketing his produce.

\u25a0 «\u25a0 1

—
THEIR WHITE ELEPHANT.

The Republicans at Washington are
bound to have a lot of trouble with
their white elephant, the Dingley bill.
Itis not always safe to be insincere
in politics. Sometimes chickens of that

breed have a nasty habit of going
home to roost. No one could foresee
at the last session, when the Republi-
cans put forward the Dingley bill, in
order to put Mr. Cleveland "ina hole,"
that it would constitute a serious em-
barrassment for them this winter. In
the first place, they did not contem-
plate the probability of its failure in
the senate. They could not foresee
that the silver Republicans would join
in voting against its consideration, and
that it would therefore never reach
the executive table. Then they could
not foresee, either, that a motion to
take itup at the present session would
be brought forward by a former op-
ponent and carried by a good large
majority. While they were able to

hustle it off the stage temporarily, it
is going to thrust its proboscis into
their deliberations at every stage of
the game.

Whenever anybody wants to embar-
rass the Republicans he will propose
to take up and vote on the Dingley

bill. If the Republicans vote for it,
they will have to give up, in case Mr.
Cleveland should approve it, their pet
project of an extra session, and an
immediate restoration of duties high
enough to satisfy the fancy of the pro-

tection barons of the land. Itis not
probable that, even if they desire this,
they are at liberty to do it. Ifthey
vote against it, they will then have
advertised to the country the fact that
it was conceived in sin and born in
iniquity. They will say, virtually, to
the people, that, when the Republican
party presented this bill, Jt did not
hope or intend that it should ever be-
come operative. Itwas only a politi-
cal device for purely political purposes,

and the Republican party was to bear
the odium of an appeal to the country

under false pretenses. We wish the
Republicans in congress and out of It
much joy of the Dingley bill.

««.
NATURALIZATION NECESSARY.
Party committees throughout the

state ought to be active at once in
procuring the naturalization of those
who, if this is not done, will be dis-
franchised at coming elections. While
the next general election is two years
distant there are many town and
village contests soon to occur, and the
status of the voter hag been changed

materially by the adoption of the con-
stitutional amendment regulating the
elective franchise. According to this,
only persons who are citizens of the
United States and have resided six
months in the state prior to the elec-
tion are entitled to vote. Heretofore,
the only additional qualification to
residence was the taking out of the
first naturalization papers; that is,

the declaration of intention to become
a citizen. Tens of thousands of foreign
born residents of the state, having to
comply with this requirement, and be-
ing admitted thereby to all the privi-
leges of citizenship, neglected to com-
plete the naturalization process.

No one knows how many voters there
are who willhave to take out their sec-
ond papers if they are not to be exclud-
ed from the suffrage, but' it is a very
large number. Already the courts in the
various counties are thronged with
foreign born res'!dents, who, although
they have been within the state many
years, and took out their first papers

five or ten years ago, have neve-
completed their naturalization. We
know, from experience in the
matter of getting voters registered,
that only a fraction of them will at-
tend to their duty without outside sug-
gestion and pressure. The same is
true of naturalization. There are
hosts of foreign-born residents in Min-
nesota, constituting a most admirable
element of our population and adding

to the stability and honesty of its suf-
frage, who willeither put off this duty

or forget all about it, and who will
be denied the right to vote at the next
election, unless the political organiza-

tions see to it in time. A systematic

effort should be made to have the new
constitutional requirement complied

with.
-^»»

A BAD PROVISION.
A correspondent from Duluth calls

attention to an improvement which he

thinks should be made in the Austral-

lan ballot law of this state by strik-
ing out the provision that the illiterate
voter may be accompanied into the
;booth by some one to mark his ticket
for him. The gentleman who writes
to us declares that this provision was
used at the last election to compel j
voters to cast a ballot against their i
will, and that this criminal practice

was resorted to to a considerable ex- |
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tent In the Iron range oountry. It Is
certain that the law ai Itnow stands
doe* offer Juat thi» opportunity io the
venal element in politics, whose power
has been so happily curtailed by tha
adoption of the Australian system. It
is also true that there is no vaUd rea-
son why the suggestion of our corre-
spondent should not be adopted, and
the provision of the law authorising
another party to mark the ballot of
the voter t*#k> <saanot read should not
be stricken j^nt, _or this would not even
deprive the (Illiterates of their vote. It
would only#ut an end to the pernicious
practice ofipermitting one man, who-
ever he ma-jf be, to have actual phya-
ical knowledge of the marks placed
upon another ian's ballot. That is
the open door through which corrup-
tion and intimidation creep back Into
our political, system.

As elections are regulated now the
privilege is of no practical value to the
illiterate whatever. Sample ballots are
always avaUable for him. These are
an exact reproduction of the ballot
that he takes Into the booth with him,
but are printed upon a different colored
paper. An illiteratevoter can take one
of these sample ballots and have It
marked for him by any friends he
chooses, either before or after he goes
to the polling place. He can then put
the sample ballot in his pocket and
take it into the booth with him. Plac-
ingitside by side with the ballot which
he has received from the election of-
ficers, he can then put corresponding
marks on the latter in the places where
they appear on the sample. Without
being able to read a single name he
can mark his ballot with as much pre-
cision as any other man. This removes
the only plea on which the section ot
the law referred to could be defended,
and makes Its repeal as harmless to
work the disfranchisement of any voter
as it is desirable in the interest of
morality and conscientious voting.

atThFtheaters.
"Othello" was tha bill offered by WalkerWhiteside and his company at the Metropoli-

tan opera house last night. Mr. Whitesideappeared in the role of lago.
As an acting tragedy "Othello" probably

excels all of Shakespeare's creations. It isa masterpiece of dramatic construction, so
faithful. Indeed, to the rigid canons that
governed playwrlting In the time of Dr. Sam
Johnson that that learned and ponderous
commentator actually conceded that "had theopening scene of 'pthello' been laid at Cy-
prus Instead of Venice, there were little else
wanting to make a' well-nigh perfect play."
But the critics of this century forgive the
great masder for his single violation of tho
"unity of place/ in view of the magnificent
plea of Othello before the senate. The Greek
unities have had their day. It came upon
them when Shakespeare began to write.

The assumption df the role of lago Is a
severe test of an actor's capacity. To de-
lineate this incarnation of maliciousness, this
embodiment of devilish malignity, this super-
subtle Venetian, this "honest lago," requires
an artist of fine perception, intellectual
finesse and a keen appreciation of satiric
humor. To vividlyportray such a character,
while retaining in • the presence of all the
other dramltis personae, save one or two,
an outward semblance of bluff honesty and
jollity,calls into requisition histrionic abil-
ity of a high order. That Mr. Whiteside
interpreted this difficult role so successfully
as he did last evening' furnishes Indisputable
evidence of his dramatic genius. It was a
distinct, cleanly cut, vital Impersonation

—
an

embodiment of intellectuality. Mr. Whiteside
merits the warmest praise for his achieve-
ment. It was a pleasure to hear himdeliver
the smooth and cutting speeches character-
istic of lago. His emphasis was excellent,
and his Incisive utterance and pure pro-
nunciation a constant delight to the ear.
Mr. Whiteside Is too good an actor to make
lago a transparent villain, and thereby place
Othello under the Inevitable suspicion of be-
ing a blind and stupid food.

Charles D. Herman struggled manfully with
the majestic Moor, a role that taxes the ca-
pacity of the greatest actors. The company
appeared to fair advantage.* • •

Prof. Samrl Baldwin and his wife, who are
well known in every civilized country In the
world as the "White Mahatmas," will begin
a week's engagement at the Metropolitan
opera house Monday evening. The entertain-
ment which they will present will be an

'
absolute novelty to the theater-goers of this
city, and they will certainly create a tremen-
dous sensation on their appearance here. The
sale of seats Is now open.• • *

Walker Whiteside will repeat the perform-
ance of "Hamlet" at the Metropolitan Opera
house tonight. Tomorrow matinee and to-
morrow night Mr. Whiteside will appear In
"Merchant of Venice." The performance Sat-
urday night was to have closed Mr. White-
side's engagment, but owing to tha great
success laat night in "Othello" he has been
induced to repeat this performance at a spe-
cial performance Sunday evening. In the
production of "Othello" last night Mr. Wfclte-
side appeared as lago, while at the special
Sunday night performance he will be seen as
Othello. • • •

Military life on the frontier Is forcibly il-
lustrated In "The Girl ILeft Behind Me,"
the attraction at the Grand the present week.
Both the gay and the serious side of this life
is portrayed, and scenes of attractive interest
are afforded In the attack on the post by a
band of attacking Indians. There is a deal of
comedy furnished by a number of original
characters. The play will be given but
three times more, and wIH conclude its visit
here tomorrow night

» * •
A successful play of the present day must

be intelligent, probable and instructive. "Ten-
nessee's Pardner," the attraction at the Grand
the coming wee_, Is said to be equally strong
In all these elements. The author is Scott
Marble, the well-known playwright, and the
story he relates

-
tells the adventures of two

partners in the mining life of the West. There
are many strong situations in the piece, a
deal of humor, touches of pathos and plenty
of action. Harry Malnhall, an actor well
and favorably known here, will lead the pro-
ducing cast. • • •

The sale of seaU at Howard, Farwell &Co.'s
music store for the Nordica concert, which
willbe given at the People's church Tuesday
evening, Dec. 15, under the direction of L.
N. Scott, la reported large. This grand
festival will be the musical event par ex-
cellence of the present season; with Mme.
Lillian Nordica, the famous prima donna
soprano, Charles Gregorowltsch, the unrivaled
Russian violinist, Mrs. Hermann Scheffer, the
talented St. Paul planiste, and a chorus of
200 from the University of Minnesota, the
programme will be an unusually attractive
entertainment.

WITH IMTE»T TO AMUSE.

Deacon Johnson— Do yo' fink yo' kood sup-
port mah daughter ef yo' married her?

Jim Jackson
—

Sutttngry.
Deacon Johnson— Hab yo' ebber seen her

eat?
Jim Jackson

—
Suttingrr.

Deacon Johnson
—

Hab yo' ebber seen her
eat when nobody wasiwatchln' h«rT—Twinkles.

Mr. Cassldy
—

<fti dftn't know phwat Oi'm
agoin' f do, Norah. ,ipican't get no wurk ut
all, ut all. t ti

Mrs. Cassldy— Thin ye musht drlss opp loike
a thramp. Ivirybod^ls fcrivir offerln' thim
hobcf s wurk. OL ridiThot in the funny paper.
—Judge.

"
»*

The Rector's -uWit_-Oh, Mrs. Noting. I
should really try vgybreak your parrot of
his habit of sweajlKg that awful \r&y!

The Widow N.ggg,)fis— "~Ve!i. 'm. Iflrds It
surh a eomfrrt ,fco 'eer 'im. K.aV.cs it seem
more like as it tUere was a man about the
'ouse again.

—
Punch.

fl-_ TARIFF ACT
REJPUBUCAJTg HAVE FORMAULY

SETTLED trPOS A PROGBAJMME
FOR THE PARTY

READY EARLY NEXT MARCH.

SEMI-OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION OF
THE RUMOR OF AX EXTRA

SESSION.

DAY IN THE HOUSE AND SENATE.

Allen Land law and the Immlgnu
tion Act the Fe»tar«< In tho

Two Hoisei,

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10.—The ways
and means committee of the house
will begin work before the holiday
recess of congress upon the tariff bill
which is to be the chief feature in the.
policy of the incoming administration
and will endeavor to perfect the bill
so tha* It may be presented to the
house of the Flfty-flfithcongress early

in the special session which President
McKinley will summon for revising the
tariff laws.

This programme was formally decid-
ed upon tonight by a conference of
the Republican members of the com-
mittee held in Gen. Grosvenor_ rooms.
It gives semi-official confirmation to
the announcements made that the
president-elect had concluded to have
an extra session and that the Repub-
lican leaders had abandoned the Ding-
ley bill, the temporary measure which
was passed by the house in the last
session and amended with a free sil-
ver substitute by the senate.

AllRepublican ways and means men
attended the conference tonight, ex-
cept Mr. Steele (Ind.), who was detain-
ed. They were: Dingley, of Maine;
Payne (N. V.); Dalzell (Perm.); Hop-
kins (111.); Grosvenor (Ohio); Russell
(Conn.); Dolliver (Iowa); Johnson (N.
D.); Evans (Ky.), and Tawney (Minn.).
They decided that Chairman Dingley
shall call a meeting of the full qom-
mittee for Saturday at which the usual
formality of giving the minority mem-
bers an opportunity 10 vote upon the
programme will be enacted. The prop-
osition to be laid before the com-
mittee is that all parties having an
interest in the tariff be invited to give
their views, these hearings to be com-
menced within a few days.

Apart from this official plan, the
Republicans determined to take up the
framing of the bill themselves— the
usual course pursued by a majority
party—soon after the hearings are un-
der way, and to work to that end in-
formally at once. There will be no
subcommittee given charge of the
measure, but the full Republican con-
tingent will work together, although
the various members will devote their
attention to the particular schedules
with which they are most familiar.
Dalzell and Hopkins will give most of
their time to steel, Grosvenor willhave
most to do with wool, Russell with cot-
ton and machinery, Evans with spirits
and wines, and Dolliver, Tawney and
Hopkins with reciprocity. According
to the trend of discussion, the reciproc-
ity policy is to be made an important
feature of the Republican tariff system;
even more important than it was in
the Harrison administration, if a prac-
tical scheme can be devised.

"MODERATE" TARIFF ACT.
Great difficulties have presented

themselves in the consideration of re-
ciprocity, some of which were apparent
during the investigation of the subject
made by a sub-committee last session
and not a few of which arise from
changed conditions of the government's
foreign relations. The reciprocity fea-
tures of the tariff will be woven into
the original bill. In the last Republi-
can tariff they were mostly after-
thoughts.

Tonight's conference was oftwo hours
duration and the participants said they
had been unanimous upon the policy to
be pursued. "A moderate tariff bill,"
they explained, was to be their object.
A moderate bill is understood to be
one whose average rates would be
somewhat lower than the rates of the
McKinley bill of 1890, though a con-
siderable average advance over the
Wilson-Gorman duties, and the commit-
teemen said that they would not hesi-
tate to advance rates beyond the Mc-
Kinley bill in oases where experience
had shown the advance to be advisa-
ble. Gen. Grosvenor and Mr. Dingley,
it is understood, conveyed the views of
the president-elect upon the pro-
gramme, to their colleagues.

More than half of the two hours, It
was said, was given to discussion of the
difficulties in the path of the Republi-
can programme, the overshadowing one
being the possibility of an unfriendly
senate in the next congress. One of
the members said that they recognized
a distant possibility that the next sen-
ate might block tariff legislation, but
hoped that the free silver senators
who walked out of the St. Louis con-
vention would be ready to co-operate

in re-establishing a protective tariff.
Saturday's meeting of the committee

may be postponed until next week in
the event that Representative Turner,

of Georgia, is unable to attend. No
appointment has been made to fill the
committee vacancy created by the
death of ex-Speaker Crisp, and with

Mr. Turner, who Is one of the Demo-
cratic leaders, absent, the minority
might complain that it was no* prop-
erly represented.

Speaker Reed, it is expected, will ;
designate Mr. Crisp's successor this
week. Mr. Newland's, of Nevada, has j
been discussed by Republican ways

and means men as one qualified to AH
the vacancy, whose selection might do
something to help the passage of a i
tariff bill. Mr. Newlands is a repre-
sentative of the Independent silver par- j
ty, so designating himself in the eon- |
gressional directory, having formerly j
been a Republican. It is thought by j
some that ifrecognition were given the
Independent sliver men by such an
appointment, it would tend to draw the j
support of several senators belonging j
to that faction.

Rumor in political circles tonight

had It that Mr. Hanna took part in
the tariff conference, but this was
without basis. The chairman of the i

national committee went to the house j
this afternoon to talk with Speaker
Reed, but found the speaker in the
chair, and after talking with Gen.
Grosvenor, departed. Gen. Grosvenor
Informed the speaker of the call.

ROPE FOR REPUBLICANS.

Democrats Will Allow Them to
Hang Themielvei.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10.—The com-
paratively early adjournment of the |
senate today was taken advantage of |
by some of the Democratic leaders of j
that body to hold a meeting for the I
exchange of views on the policy to be
pursued in the senate by the party
during the present session. Senators I
Gorman, Jones (Ark.), Harris, Cock- |
rell and Walthall remained through ,
the meeting, and Senators Brice and j
Faulkner were present for a short
time.

Among other Questions under oonsld- J
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er&tton wa* that of senatorial elec-
tions is the various states. The Dem-
ocrats are convinced that the Repub-
licans will make every effort to secure
a majority of the senate through the
elections in the various state legisla-
tures this winter, but at today's meet-
ing the sentiment wu that the Repub-
licans could not win in enough states to
insure a majority in the senate.
Itwas announced, aa a result of the

conference, that the Democrats had
nothing In view so far as party was
conoerned. There will be no caucus
called at present and probably not dur-
ing the session, unless some exlgenoy !
arißes which will make It necessary.
The opinion wae general that nothing
could be done at this session except to
pass the appropriation bills.

As to taking up the Dingley bill, no
oaucus or party restrictions will be
urged upon senators to vote against its
consideration, and Democratic senators
willvote as they individually may de-
termine. No obstructive tactics will
be employed against the bill, but the
whole Democratic party undoubtedly
willresist Its passage by votes and by
such amendments as could be added
to the measure. Itwas generally un-
derstood also that party lines would,
not be drawn tightly during the pres-
ent session, and that the efforts of the
Republicans would not be resisted, be-
cause it was felt that they would be
unable to accomplish anything, largely
because of differences in their own
ranks.

ALIEN LAND ACT.

Its Discussion the Only Feature of
the House Day.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10.—Pending
the preparation of the next appropria-
tion bill, the house again today devoted
its time to the consideration of billson the calendar, but only two were
passed during the four hour session.
One of them was a bill which the
prominent playrlghts and theatrical
managers of the country have been
laboring for some years to induce con-
gress to pass. The purpose of tbemeasure is two fold: First— to secure
to musical compositions the same
measure of protection under the copy-
right law as is afforded productions ofstrictly dramatic character, and.second, to add by proper court injunc-
tion processes, this protection to the
authors of dramatic and operatic
works. The bill imposes a fine of $100
for the first and $50 for each subse-
quent unauthorized production.

A bill to prohibit the sale of liquorIn
the capitol building was also passed.
A bill advocated by the delegates fromthe territories to modify the the law
forbidding the alien ownership of lands
in the territories so as to give them
the right to acquire under mortgage
and to hold for ten years real property
was defeated. An Important bill ?o
transfer the rights of the Atlantic &
Pacific railroad, under its charter, to
the mortgages when they re-organize
the road, was postponed until Tuesday
next.

Mr. Scrantton (Rep. Pa), from the
committee on territories, then called
up the bill to amend the act forbidding
alien ownership of lands in the terri-
tories. Mr. Hepburn (Rep. Io.) caused
something of a flurry by undertaking
to arraign the supporters of the bill
on the ground that they were propos-
ing to go back on the platform plank
against alien ownership. His remarkßwere particularly directed against the
Populists, who, he said, after declaim-
ing against alien ownership, were now
in favor of allowing aliens to acquire
all they had heretofore declared should
belong only to American citizens.

Mr. Flynn (Okla.) said that although
the bill would not affect the territory
of Oklahoma, he submitted that there
was no reason why the same laws as
to ownership of land should not be
given both territories and states. The
delegate drifted into a rather amusing
discussion of Populism. Mr. Flynn
characterized the Populist as an Ish-
maelite, a man who could not thrive
save on failure and despair.

Mr. Stone (Rep., Pa.) asked if Popu-
lism did not mean a different thing in
every state and congressional district.
He had watched the controversy be-
tween two leading Populists, Watson
and Butler, he said, but had not been
able to secure any light on the exact
definition of a genuine Populist.

Mr. Flynn replied that in his country
Populism meant anything to win. He
then sent to the clerk's desk and had
read a circular purporting to be the
notice of a Populist rally at Baxter
Springs, Kan., at which Thomas B.
Watson was billed to arrive on a
"Pullman palace car, with a glee club
and band."

There was a good deal of laughter
over the reading, when Mr. Bell (Pop.,
Col.) asked If those circulars had not
been published under the direction of
Paul Vandervoort, who was in the em-
ploy of the Republican party. Mr.
Flynn replied that they were not. Af-
ter some further good-natured banter-
ing, the bill was defeated, 60 to 73.

From the committee on patents, Mr.
Draper(Rep.,Mass.) called up the senate
bill to prevent the pirating of copyright
dramas or musical compositions. Mr.
Lacey (Rep., N. V.) thought the bill
extreme in many particulars. He be-
lieved that If a copyrighted play or
musical production were printed and
sold, that ought to carry with it theright to produce It, and he offered an
amendment to meet his objection. Mr.
Lacey's amendment was defeated, 1?
to 56, and the bill was passed. At 4:0
the house adjourned.

IMMIGRATION AOT UP.

Motion to Postpone Consideration
Defeated in the Senate.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10.—The senat
got into the regular channel of busl
ness today, taking up the immigration
bill and partly perfecting it and also
hearing the first of the speeches on
Cuba, those of Mr. Cullom and Mr
Call. Disposition to put through th*
immigration bill was shown by the de
feat of a motion by Mr. Gibson, o
Maryland, to postpone the measure un
til after the holidays. Only thirteen
votes, all Democratic, were given In
favor of the postponement. The propo
sition served to involve Messrs. Chan
dler, Dodge and Gibson In several
spirited personal colloquies. The merit
of the immigration question were dis
cussed in a general way on severe,
proposed amendments, Mr. Vest and
Mr. Palmer suggesting that limits
should be placed on the restrictions
while Mr. Lodge and Mr. Chandler
urged that the restrictions be sweep-
ing in character.

The bill was not passed upon at the
time of adjournment, nut the senate
agreed to wliat ia generally known as
the Lodge bill, as a substitute to the
house measure. The substitute re-
quires that all immigrants over the age
of fourteen years shall be able to reeu
and write their native language an(
srhall be required to read and write In
the presence of a United States officia
at least five lines of the United States
constitution.

On the opening of the session a mo-
tion by Mr. Aldrich (Rep. R. I.) was
adopted that when the senate adjourn
cd. Itbe until Monday next. The com
Ing inauguration of Mr.McKinley was
foreshadowed in a resolution offeree
by Mr. Sherman (Rep. O.) and agree<
to, providing for a committee of three
senators to be named by the presiding
officer to make necessary arrangements
for the Inauguration of the president
elect.

The immigration bill then came up
as the unfinished business. Mr. Gib-
son (Dem., Md.) suggested that the
measure go over until after the holl
days. Mr. Lodge (Rep., Mass.), in
charge of the bill, protested that therp
should be no further delay. Mr. Gib
son responded that his opposition was
due to the fact that no demand came
for it from the states. There were
several sharp passages between Mr
Gibson and Mr. Chandler. The latter
characterized Mr. Gibson's proposition
for delay as "Jocose." He occasioned
a, laugh on suggesting that the senat

2*_? not to wait while Mr. Gibson
™ft»S «?*?_ Maryland senator
_£!!_?, a*:1 he wa* n<* Jocose, andM^to "**_ features of the im-
J?
,
W«« pointing out where£lH~ce~d •*,?*lally fr«n the eoS

GHbeon changed his motion so as topostpone the billuntil the flret M"daJInJanuary, and a roll call was take?resulting, yeaa 13; nays 87.
'

The vote for postponement was: Ba-
Vnia^f/ üß\teku

B\tek^ v,m' Caffenr. Gibson,
w,i^ M*Lche »• (Wte.), Murphy, Pasoc?,?"fhjr'„Tw^ie. Vert, Walthall, Demo^l

Mr. Chandler caused a laugh by areference to Mr. Hill, of New Yorkwho temporarily occupied the chair!He said the restriction of immigration
had been approved by the several na-tional platforms. "IfIam wrong, thesenator In the chair (Hill)will correct

form" familiar with all plat-

«^l«„Ve^ (Dem" Mo> offered an
S? t£j 2? E^*1"*

the provisions
ot the act to male immigrants MrPalmer (Dem., 111.) offered^ anientment making the restrictions apply to' -2L PfrS? M-

°Vr twenty-one years ofage, instead of fourteen years, as pro-

twenty-one was the usual time of cach-ing majority.
f™^c Velt and PaJme r amendments?J_l P*?*11* w*en the bill was laidasme. An amendment by Mr Sewall
\u25a0ZfiaJ?I***:*S cxcePting the minorVSSZ * !ves of admissible immi-
ff a? o £°m operations of the billAt •i:46 -

the immigration bill wento\ er -and the senate held a brief ex-

ed unfcii Monday.

EWGLISH MINISTRY P_AN

Provided for in a. BillOffered In the
House.

president's cabinet shall be chosen fromeither the senate or house of represen-
tatives, with the restriction that thasecretary of the treasury shall be chos-
VL ?^ the house of representatives
and the secretary of state from thesenate. They are to retain their seatsin congress and lose their portfolios
when the term to which they are elect-ed expires. Only the salary of a cabi-n,et officer is to be drawn by such offi-cial A member of congress who pass-es from one house to the other will;retain his position in the cabinet Theyare to Be confirmed in the manner nowprovided by law. No time is fixed whenit Bhall go Into effect.

Discussed at the Meeting of the
Nation til League.

naul meeting of tlie National Civilfeervice Reform League was begun atthe Hotel Walton today. The execu-
tive committee chose George A Mc-Anneny and A. S. Frissel, both of NewYork, secretary and treasurer, respec-
tively. After the appointment of theusual committees a recess was takenfor lunch. The delegates include
Theodore Roosevelt, of New York- N
H. Davis and C. B. Wllby, Cincinnati;
A. K. Akerman and Col. J. W ElaChicago; L. B. Swift, Indianapolis;
Lev. w. R. Lord, St. Paul, and Henry
Hitchcock. St. Louis.

Richard Henry Dana, of the Boston
civil service, was the first speaker in
the afternoon. His topic was "The Peo-ple as Party Spoils." He was followedby Charles Richardson, of this city
who read a paper on "Civil Service
Reform in Philadelphia." Hon. SilasBurt, of New York, spoke on "The
New System in New York," and Mr.Bowker, of New York, read a paper
on "Self-Organizing Power of theAmerican People." Police Commis-
sioner Roosevelt, of New York, was
the next speaker, and chose for his
brief remarks "Results of Reform in
the New York Police Department." Hewas listened to with marked attention.
He said he had for twenty months
been trying to reform the New Yorkpolice, and had had a chance to test
once and for all the practicability of
the system of civil service reform. "I
want to state with all the emphasis of
which Iam capable," he added, "that
not only is it the best practical system
for getting good results out of any
civil department, but the only one."

President Carl Sehurz delivered his
annual address to the association at
Musical Fund hall tonight. There was
a large attendance.

Mr. Sehurz compared the condition
of affairs as he asserted they had exist-
ed before and since the adoption of
the merit system and said: "Surely,
our«custom houses, postoffices, revenue
offices, navy yards and so on have
thoroughly ceased to be mere barracks
for the housing and feeding of the
Janissaries of the ruling political
party, who are to be let loose on the
community as the exigencies of party
interest may require. This we owe al-
together to the introduction of the

He declared the spoils system suffer-
ed a double defeat in the last elec-
tion. In this connection, he referred
in a complimentary manner to the
National Democrats, for whom the
struggle had n*victory but the vic-
tory of the cause which they believed
to be the cause of the national honor
and welfare.

Had he never done anything else to
advance it, the name of President
Cleveland, said Mr. Sehurz, would for
his order of May 6, which added more
than 40,000 places to the classified ser-
vice, forever stand pre-eminent In the
annals of the civil service reform

Tlie argumentative fight against
civil service reform had, it. was assert-
ed, very largely ceased! The demand
of the Chicago platform "fo* fixed
terms of office," meant nothing else
than that not only the places hereto-
fore usually changed with a change of
party in power, but the classified ser-
vice, too, should be thrown open to a
general spoils debauch every fouryears —

this demand was, In fact, "likea mere war whoop of Goths and Van-
dals preparing for the assault of a
town and eager for the loot." Th^_
dangers threatening civil service re-
form come no longer from open as-
sault upon the merit system, but from
insidious attempts to destroy its sub-
stance, while preserving its forms.

Mr. Sehurz spoke of President-elect Mo-Klnley's emphatic declaration of civil service,
and said ifthe incomlg administration wished
to signalize Itself by some conspicuous ad-
vance of the merit system. Its ambition could
not permit itself to be satisfied with merely
adding to the competitive schedule a few
hundreds or thousands of clerks. It would
have to aim much higher. It would have
at least to accomplish the solution of the
postmaster problem, which was the next In
order.

"Thanks- to the executive order of May 6,"
he added, -'our cause won Its Gettys-
burg under the leadership of President Cleve-
land. We have reason to hope that It will
win Its Appomattox under the leadership _
Preeldent McKinley."

Officers for the ensuing year were elected as
follows: Secretary. George MeEnery; treas-urer, A. S. Grissell; executive committee-,
Carl Sehurz. chairman. Presidents and viaepresidents will be chosen and the place of
holding the next meeting agreed upon to-
morrow.

Foreclosing on. the Steel Com pany,
WEST SUPERIOR, Wis., Dec. 10.—In the

circuit court today the case of the Central
Trust Coimpany of New York vs. the WestSuperior Steel and Iron Company oame up
and the plaintiff was permitted to forecloso
Its mortgage of $1,600,000 upon the steel mills
and foundry of the defendant. This ca?c has
been on in the courts in both this city and
New York for several years. John D. Rock-
efeller and associates own the principal
mortgages upon the plant. The plant will
be sold a year from now. but in tte mean time
It will be partly operated on a small scale
with Mr. Rockefeller's capital.
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Senator "VTm. P. Frye.

To Ibe Editor of the Globe.
Will you kindly inform me through the

Globe who is president pro tern, of the
United States sena'e and oblige.

Litchfield, Minn.. Dec. I.189*.


