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TODAY'S WKATHER.

"WASHINGTON, Dec. 12.—Forecast for Sun-
day: Minnesota—Fair In southern portion; 1
local snows in northern portion; warmer in ;
northwest portion; westerly to southerly
winds; warmer Sunday night.

Wisconsin—Fair In southern portion, pari- j
ly cloudy with local snows in northern por- <

tion; light to fresh northwesterly winds, be- j
coming variable. V'^•"''"'- I

South Dakota— Fair, followed by local rains \
Sunday afternoon: warmer; southerly winds. ;

Montana— Threatening weather with show-
ers; colder Sunday night; westerly winds

', ehifting to southerly. \u25a0;;/-\u25a0:
North' Dakota—lncreasing cloudiness with

light rain or snow; warmer, followed by
colder Sunday night; southerly winds.

•-\ ;.- TEMPERATURES. \u25a0

Place. Tern. Place. Tern. j
Buffalo 2fi-3f)i Cincinnati 58-62 |
Boston 42-50 Montreal 32-38 j

Cheyenne 44-46 New York 44-43 |
Chicago.-.- \u25a0 ..50-581 Plttsburg 54-60

'..\u25a0'.- DAILY MEANS.
Barometer, 29.72; thermometer, 31; relative !

humidity, ? 86; wind. southwest; weather i
partly cloudy; maximum thermometer, 41:
minimum thermometer. 21; daily range, 20;
amount of rainfall or melted snow in last 24
hours, 0. . ' :

Noteßarometer corrected for temperature
and elevation. —P. F. Lyons, Observer.

—:— —^
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A CIRIOIS THEORY.
The necessity of coming to the relief

of a Republican city administration j

has driven the Pioneer Press to assert
a remarkable: doctrine concerning the
functions of municipal governments in
general. It has finally discovered that
contracts for the disposition of garbage

in St. Paul do not amount to anything.

It observes that the usual preparations

are being made to let a new contract
and to pay the happy contractor who
may secure it for.not doing the work. j
It is aTyare ?.that penalty and forfeiture I
Clauses..have been included in previous j
contracts, and it .describes accurately I
the reasons why "political pull, spe- i

cious arguments, log-rolling and bull- j
dozing, * everything except plain die- j
tates of honesty and business common ;
Bense, were called into play, with the !
result that the necessary number of •

votes were not forthcoming." It also
foretells with equal certainty what will
happen if reliance is placed for another
year upon this same rotten bulwark.
It says of the committee that have in
charge the framing of a new charter -
that "no matter what their present in-

,tentions may be as to living up to
their profession, they will find the pres-
Bure upon them and their colleagues,

when action is demanded, too strong

to be resisted,"
So far, this is exceedingly well. It

tells the story of past mal-administra-
tlon, for which, by the way, we wish
to state here that we give equal cen-
Bure to every man who participated in
It, whether Pemocrat or Republican,

and shoists the danger signal that the
Globe has been flying for a long time
past.^ But it proceeds / forthwith to
weaken its whole statement and to
enunciate a most remarkable principle
of government by an endeavor to ex-
culpate the guilty parties. This' won-
derful doctrine is laid down in the
following sentences: "Practically, the
only contracts that have been grossly

violated are those whose enforcement
lay with the council. The difficulty lies
not with the men who compose the
council, but is Inherent in the contract
itself." According to this, there is in
"existence a vicious and crime-condon-
ing entity known as the common coun-
cil which is wholly distinct and differ-
ent from the particular individuals of
whom that council Is made up. These
Individuals are thoroughly estimable
gentlemen, each one incapable of par-
ticipating in or consenting to a public

\u25a0wrong. But when they assemble in a
room at the city hall and proceed to
pass ordinances and let contracts and
vote appropriations, they are suddenly
and miraculously transformed into a
sort of malignant ogre, which is capa-
ble of delighting in every species of
wickedness. .....

We do not know of anything better
calculated to relieve the representa-

tives of the people from the responsi-
bility which they ought to be made
to feel mosf severely than just such
palliative arguments as this. We are
not protesting against the proposal of
the Pioneer Press that the enforcement
of the garbage contract should be re-
signed by the council and placed en-
tirely in the hands of the health com-
missioner. , If'i we £cajnr^u^e -Xv the
facts as they have appeared during the
past year, it would have been very
much better for the city if such an
arrangement had been then in force.
The health commissioner has been true
to his oath of office. He has refused to
Bay that work was done when it was
not done, or to audit bills for a public
service which > had been shamefully
neglected. We have the right to as-
sume that if the power to act had rest-
ed with him the accounts which the
council has improperly ordered paid,
which the mayor has improperly ap-
proved and which the city comptroller

has improperly audited, would still be
held up, waiting for a violated .contract
to be fulfillled.

But this presents to our mind no rea-
son for attempting to shift the real
responsibility^ or to whitewash the es-
timable gentlemen who, whatever their
merits, have approved this partial

steal. The case was set plainly before
'""the common council. It had brought

before it certain bills for service al-
leged to have been rendered. These

>:;\u25a0'•*.»•-\u25a0 . \u25a0 . \u25a0 -.\u25a0atasaigm

were*-accc«npanid by the statement -*f
the health commissioner, backed by
specific proof that the service had not
been rendered. The bill had then to

be passed or rejected by a vote in
which each member of the council an-
swered to his name, and thereby took
his personal share of responsibility for
what happened. To talk about the re-
sult, which has drawn a large amount
of money from the taxpayers of St.
Paul, for which adequate service was
not rendered, the remedy being all the '
time in plain sight and provided for
in the contract, as being "inherent in a
system" is sheer nonsense. It is some-
thing more than that to tell us that no
contract can be enforced when en-
forcement depends upon a vote of the
city council. To say that this is a re-

suit of a system, and not a' malfea-
sance in office by individual men, and
to declare that the only remedy lies
in a change of system, is to say that
hereafter we must follow one of two
courses. Either we must elect mem-
bers of the city council clothed with all
the vast powers and duties conferred
by the charter, and yet relieved be-
forehand from responsibility for any-

thing that they may do, or else we
must dispense with councils altogether
and look for that "benevolent despot"

in whom a certain number of dream-
ers who do not believe in the people
find the one hope of good government.

For ourselves, we wish to enter an
emphatic and indignant protest against

their view, and to declare that the need
of the hour and the reform without
which good government can make no
headway is to insist upon and enforce
the personal responsibility of every
man who has accepted public office
and public trust, without regard to his
party relations. As long as the misdo-
ings of men are passed over lightly,be-
cause to treat them unmercifully would
be to cast reflections upon the party to

which they belong, to insist that, with
the same sort of men, we should do bet-
ter under some other "system," is to
perpetuate the mistakes of the ages,and

to postpone indefinitely the regime of
good government that can come only

when we exact of every man, high or
low, in public life, unfaltering devotion,
at whatever cost, to justice and the
rights of the people, and inflict upon
him, whatever party label may be
upon his collar, with unflinching se-
verity, the full penalty of public odium
and personal responsibility for every
violation of his trust.

LEGAL TEXBEI4 AXD CIIEBIT.
A correspondent asks how it would

be possible to abolish the legal

tender quality of money as we have
suggested. The practical problem does
not seem to present any great diffi-
culties. It is necessary, of course, for
the United States to define by law what
constitutes a dollar. Bills being reck-
oned in dollars and cents, a court could
easily decide whether, in a particular
instance, a legal tender has been made.
It is rather in theory than in practice

: that the question of legal tender is of
great importance, save as the legal
tender quality has been used in the

I past, which is to confer a fictitious and
unreal value upon some commodity to
favor one party at the cost of another.
It has to be remembered that the adop-

I tion of such a monetary policy would
be followed immediately by the adapta-

tion to it of business transactions. Men
Who wanted to be paid in gold would
make gold contracts. Men who wanted

I to be paid in silver would make silver
contracts. Men who wanted to receive

| wheat would make wheat contracts.
Freedom of contract, which is the great
desideratum, would thus be established.
Silver money could be coined just as
freely as gold money; all that is nec-
essary being for the government to
stamp upon the metal a certificate of
its weight and fineness. Such silver
coins would circulate side by side with
gold coin, their value in passing from
hand to hand being covered by the
commercial relation of the bullion con-
tained in them.
Ifa bill had to be collected, it would

undoubtedly be expressed in dollars and
cents. If the government should declare
that a dollar means 25.8 grains of
standard gold, then a legal tender
would be the tender of the amount of
the bill in gold. A legal tender would

J also be a tender of an equiv-
I alent amount in silver, or what-

ever other currency might be
in circulation. There would be no

I difficulty in getting the gold to make
the tender, because the other money in
use would be exchangeable freely for

j it at any bank. Where a currency is all
! of full nominal value, nobody wants to
hoard gold more than any other form
of money. You cannot eat gold or
wear it or build a house of it. It has
no other earthly use than to be paid
out for something. It is sought for

i and hoarded only when foolish men,
j by statute, have conferred upon it an

J undue value through an attempted

overvaluation of something- else as
compared with it. Define a dollar and

| declare that all contracts must be dis-
! charged in what they call for, then coin

money freely and let it find its level
with all legal tender statutes repealed,
and the currency question would set-
tle itself with the expedition and satis-
faction to all parties that follGw the
ordinary adjustments of commerce.

We do not shrink in the least from
the suggestion of our correspondent

that all laws for the collection of debts
might also be repealed. This, of
course, could apply only to obligations
contracted after such action was taken,
and not to existing debts. It has long

been the opinion of the writer that
such laws are an obstruction, rather
than a help to commercial growth, and
an encouragement, rather than a bar-
rier to financial a.nd commercial dishon-
esty. There are no debts in the world
that are so uniformly and punctiliously
paid -as losses in gambling transactions.
This is so true that they have come
to be named in all communities "debts
of honor." Why should something

which you owe because you have been
engaged in an occupation forbidden
and unrecognized by law be called a
debt of honor? Why should it be paid

almost invariably? Because the refusal
of a man to pay such an obligation
bars him instantly from associating

with his fellows and from ever again

engaging with them in any such* tran-

saction. Since you cannot coilect your
debts by/any process of law, you have
no irecourse 'but to wash your hands
of the fellow and .let him alone. He
is thus banned and ostracized, and the
evidence shows that he dreads this
punishment infinitely : more than your
respectable "financier" dreads expo-
sure or imprisonment iunder the . laws
for the collection of debts.

As : our correspondent says, such a
system would largely eliminate specula-
tion and restrict credit. It seems •to uar
that both these ends are to be desired.
Speculation is the fungus that has fas-
tened upon "and eaten up the very life
of legitimate business in this country.

Nobody is satisfied, as our forefathers
were, to earn a competence and leave
at the end of an honorable life simpjar
enough •to protect those helpless and |
dependent upon him from want. We
all want to get rich and to get rich
quickly. It is the bane of American
existence and the curse that lies be-
hind evil in finance, bursting bubbles
in business . and corruption in politics.
We could get along very well \ with-
out much speculation. As to the larger
question, the restriction of credit, .it
seems to us that credit has been glori-

fied thoughtlessly by people who under-
stand much of its advantages and little
of its dangers. They will quote Daniel
Webster to you and the other eminent
authorities to be found opposite : the
title page of McLeod's great work on
banking, as if credit were a beneficent
jinnyinstead of a natural force, which
has, like all other natural forces, great
possibilities within it either for good or
for evil. Commercial experience shows
that credit is a good deal like alcohol.
It is an immensely powerful stimulant.
Administered recklessly it produces ex-
pansion of the commercial head and in-
toxication that brings subsequent de-
rangements and penalties. The wor-
shipers of credit will tell you in one
breath that too much cannot be said
of its wonderful virtues as a force in

modern life, and in the next they will
ask you to retire the greenbacks.

We believe that there is no question

in the whole range of economics so vital
and so practically unnoted as a practi-

cal limitation of credit. Every col-
lapse from which the country suffers is
induced by .overspeculation, which
could.. not" have happened but for im-
proper extensions of credit. Credit
would not be improperly extended but
for the reliance of the lender upon the
aid of the law in collecting his debt,
rather than upon the character of the
borrower and the solvency of the enter-
prise in which the borrowed capital is
to be employed. , The most successful
bankers will tell you that their best
loans are made in reliance upon indi-
vidual character, and when times of
panic and shrinkage come their trusted
collateral shrivels to nothing, and the
debts which they can collect are those
that are paid at any personal sacrifice
by the signers of notes who are bound
by nothing but their honor.

There can be •- no question thAt th
moral fineness of perception and sense
of obligation of a multitude of people
are dulled by the feeling that borrowing
and lending has come to be a matter
of skillful fencing. The lender, they
think, relies upon the penalties of the
law for collecting his debt, and if they
can outwit the law they feel that they
have incurred no moral reproach. We
believe that this "overproduction" of
which we hear so much, and which
means that the development of indus- ;
tries and cf production has proceeded
unnaturally, that supply and demand
have been artificially disjointed, and
that the world's industry has moved
too rapidly to move either wisely \or
safely; is due most of all, if not entire-
ly, to extravagant expansions of
credit, that are at bottom little else
than gambling transactions for enor-
mous stakes. If there had been no laws
for the collection of debts, it is prob-

able that we would not have so many
gigantic combinations, but a great
many more solvent enterprises and a
solid stratum of impeccable honor in
the national : character, for which we
could well afford to sacrifice billions of
alleged wealth.

\u0084 mi |^^^—...
INSULT "TOkM SOME : MORE. "

It appears that the Turkish .minister
at Washington is exceedingly wroth at
the language used by President Cleve-
land in describing the Armenian out-
rages. He has remonstrated in positive

terms against the "harsh and unjust
language used by the president," and
in turn accused American residents in
Turkey of inciting the Armenians to re-

.volt. It Is'a^relief from the everlasting
diet of flapdoodle to which the author-
ities at Washington usually consign us
to hear some brave words fitly spoken.

The only criticism which we can find
upon this portion of the president's

message is that his representation of
the Armenian situation was not vivid
enough, and the language of his de-
nunciation was all too weak. It would
relieve the consciences and tend to re-
store the self-respect of a large num-
ber of American citizens if the Turkish
minister were to act upon his hostile
intimation and leave the country. Ex-
cept for the purpose of securing per-
mission to citizens of ours to relieve
some of the awful distress occasioned
by Turkish ferocity, we have no use
for diplomatic intercourse with the

| power which has committed the most

j awful atrocities known to the history

of the world for centuries. It is a
libel upon our manhood and a disgrace

to our national honor that we should
admit to intercourse with us on terms
of equality a government which is as
out of place there as an Apache Indian
in his war paint and smeared with the
blood of his victims would be in the
cabinet of the United States.

Not a tenth part of the facts about
Armenia ever has been or - ever can
be told. They are worse than the
imagination of man has conceived. If
we are restrained by our settled policy
from interfering in the affairs of a
European nation, if it see"ms that for
us to take a hand in settling the Turk-
ish question would only make, matters
worse/without relieving the distress of
the unfortunate subjects of the bar-
barians, : the least that we can do is
to express the plain opinion of'decent
men; in the hope that this may pos-
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sibly ' stir'the other nations *of Europe
to shame and to action. Our own
skirts are not so clear as long :as
those things Vwhich were done in Ar-
menia are fceingjdone under the shadow
of our own flavin Cuba. But it is a
relief to humane and honorable men to
have : characterized In a[\u25a0 public

document \u25a0 -": the - dealings of Tur-
key with the Armenians ;as they
deserve. We hope that not one
word of what has been said
will be retracted or explained ' away,"

but that the bloody saturnalia of crime
at Constantinople which is dignified by.
the name of the sultan's rule may

stand branded in the eyes of all the
:

world by the oi&pial utterances of this
government! breaks off diplo-
matic inter^pursj|, so much the better
for us. .We^cair breathe a - little more
freely outside of the degrading associa-
tion. If Mr. Cleveland can manage,
during the remaining weeks of his ad-
ministration, to insult Turkey again,
he -will please the people of this coun-
try all ' the better.

. \u25a0 •-- • • ?~k »~- '

THE PROOF OF A POET.
A critic whose communication we

print ;in another column, in discussing
an editorial which appeared in these
jcolumns two weeks \u25a0 ago, entitled "The
Newest Newspaper," desires to know
by what canons of literary taste the
Globe pronounces ;T.. B. Aldrich a
poet, and adduces in evidence against
his claim in tha.t direction the fact that
his name "is not even mentioned in
our college-.catalogues,", the only con-
temporary poet .who figures in the cata-
logue of the University. of Minnesota
being the late William Morris!

The question as to what qualities

constitute a poet's outfit is a debat-
able one. It is difficult to say, on a
priori ground, what should go to the
making of a poet, but the recognition

of one after the event is a simpler

matter. As we. have stated before in
another connection, the best art is that
which pleases the best people. There
is absolutely no other test of it. The"
"consensus of -the competent" is the
ultimate court of appeal in matters of
taste, and the competent have been en-
gaged in pronouncing Mr. Aldrich a
poet with no uncertain voice for some
twenty-odd years. He has never been
a popular poet, but he is and has been
distinctly a cult among those who have
and seek the lyric note, who appreciate

delicate imagination, fineness of
thought, subtlety of cadence and per-
fect technique. His fame in these re-
spects has even penetrated to the Brit-
ish consciousness. It is only a few
months sinc&jpile of the leading Lon-
don weeklies%he Academy, if we mis-
take — congratulating American
literature in ps possession of Mr. Al-
drich, on the round that it was a good
thing for a ountry whose literary
ideals were stl 1 chaotic to possess such
an .example perfection. We are far,
however, from* wishing to invoke the
authority of modern London In the
matter. Our critic asks for canons.
Taste is intuitive and practically ab-
solute. Canons of criticism are only

arrived at,, by ..analyzing the results
-which taste pronounced gdod. In
a general way, we ? may call Aldrich a
poet because the worid has for genera-
tions called Herrick a poet before | him,
and the ;Erigiish writer Jof lyrics has
no charm which is not duplicated with
a difference in the American, who pos-
sesses, in addition, the note of modern-
ity and a subtler knowledge of how to
produce beautiful sounds, as well as a
refinement undreamed of by any writer
of Herrick's generation. By the way,
has our critLc ever read Mr. Aldrich
for himself, we wonder? The fact that
he classes -Aldrich..with Will Carleton
and James Whitcornb Riley would seem
to argue that he has not, in which case
an exquisite pleasure is still in store
for him.

In regard to the matter of the
University of Minnesota catalogue,
we respectfully x submit that the
recognition ofy' poets is not one
of the recognized functions of a
college catalogue. If the library of
the university is so unfortunate as to
contain no contemporary poet save Wil-
liam Morris, that fact is doubtless due,
not to the paucity of poets, but to the
poverty of*the university, " and some-
thing ought to be done about it at
once, as there is obvious danger that
the university's graduates may go out
into the world ignorant upon the sub-
ject of contemporary poetry.

The point correspondent raises as
to whether a gj>qd*sritic may not be a
bad poet is irrelevant. The anony-
mous writer w|ii|ieGlob c rebuked
two weeks ago *shewed his unfitness
as a critic by an 'exhibition: of scurril-
ity and yulgar|ty^ualities " which are
certainly as fa> removed as possible

from the judicial calm of the critical
temper, and " wliich|:immediately, dis-
credit any opin^onfadvanced by a per-
son exhibitingJthei* We do not deny
the occasionaijj|e^ssity-for- severity I
in modern crit^smf but, ~if severity is
not tempered #y .knowledge, the result
causes the ju4icioi& to grieve. . - .-'

#—
; COMPENSATORS OF SIBERIA.
: The natural first point of view of the
possibilities lurking behind the great
Siberian railway that presents itself to
one located in our agricultural North-
west is the effect upon our produce

when the great interior of that region,
larger than all Europe, is opened, and
the grain from its fields and the cattle
from its steppes roll , ; along the 5,000
miles of rails to supply our present
European customers. We have ""felt
hard ; the effects of the opening of the
table lands of India and the plains of
Argentina, but these are dwarfs be-
side the vast area : of Siberia. But
whatever results may come to our
farmers, the possibilities of extended
trade open to our manufactures may be
a compensating benefit, 'of which ad-
vantage should be taken to make par-
tial returns for whatever loss may
come. ol 's '

The Germans j^ecoming the great

world traders. .vEngpsh supremacy is
being contested them in every quar-
ter. And, by ofjthose back-strokes
of policy, it was;; England that fur-
nished the oppoVtufitty. A{ few years

ego parliament the merchan-
dise marks act, eequiring ail imports of
foreign wares to be plainly± marked to

show the country of their origin. We

had the 'same \u25a0 provision in ; the '\u25a0 McKin-
ley \ act, though I'the motives in the two
acts were not \u25a0 the same. ' England is as*
much a distributing as ;a .manuf
ing nation," the imported - goods : being
shipped abroad;, with wares of home
make. * The unexpected result was that
tradesmen in foreign parts, seeing
goods marked "made in Germany,"

concluded . that: they might save the
middleman's • profit by buying directly.
English- dealers slowlywaked up to the
fact that , their colonial trade was slip-
ping away from them and into German
hands: • Stimulated by this increase ;of
trade, Germans have pushed their trade
everywhere and are keenly on the look-
,out for new fields. \u25a0 '-.'•\u25a0 •*\u25a0"\u25a0..*

They are . alive to the ;possibilities of
trade in Siberia, \u25a0 that will \ mature
when the railway reaches Vladivostock.
Their papers are full of*stlurring; arti-
cles pointing out the vast field to be
occupied and the immense trade await-
ing those first to establish ;: themselves
there. ;.•; They are urging the • govern^

ment to make a consulgste\there; and
appoint to it a thorougnly equippp^Q
man who will examine :Uthe ;£ ground,
study it in detail and report \ fully the
opportunities. It is a £lace that^de-

: mands " the services of; the^ablept^gpan
in the consular force, they say. Mer-
chahts are ' urged not to wait ;for the
government, ; but to establish lines . of
steamers and send their agents out.
They warn their tradesmen that the
Americans now have almost the whole
of the trade with Vladivostock, and
English agents have penetrated the in-
terior and drummed trade in the in-
terior cities. They admit that the
Americans and English are their only
competitors, but dwell on the impor-
tance of being first in the field.

If our manufacturers and merchants
have not been too long under the ener-
vating influence of dependence on the
goverment, if the old spirit that per-
vaded their ranks before the war can
be revived, we can get and hold the
trade that will be opened in eastern
and central Siberia as soon as the rails
take the place of river boats and -bull,

teams. Everything is in our favor,
nearness, facility of transport, and, not
least, exemption from those antago-
nisms that have been bred between the
Russians and the other nations of
Europe. The country resembles very
much our own great northern interior,
the same soil and climate, demanding

about the same implements and other
products of our mills. The friendly re-
lations that have subsisted for half a
century between Russia and this coun-
try will predispose her people to our
traders and their; wares. We, too,
should have a thoroughly equipped
man at Vladivostock, no party hack,
pensioned on the government, and no
resident merchant there, absorbed in
his own business, but a live, active, ob-
serving, watchful man, familiar with
trade and able to see what is needed.
The National Manufacturers' associa-
tion, that has recently had a commis-

sion investigating the trade possibilities
in South America, may well make the
country tributary to and accessible
from Vladivostock the subject of inves-
tigation by another commission. .}.'»„'•

r?*'.\u25a0\u25a0.;,: £»z —^————-**\u25a0 -r—*—\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0 \u25a0 *-"• ":"

\u25a0\u25a0•:*: :-\u25a0\u25a0'-\u25a0 ]C-", ;\u25a0 A FUTILE TEST.:--.; : " *"
The people of this country, as rep-

resented in congress, and especially

those of Massachusetts, as represented
by Senator Lodge, are -wonderfully
slow to learn the futilityof the educa-
tional test as a solvent of the question

of fitness for citizenship. The senate
is droning away in customary fashion
over a bill to restrict and regulate im-
migration. For the past ten years this
matter has been under public consid-
eration, c.nd senators and representa-
tives have taken anxTous counsel to
find out, not what would be good for
the country, but what would please the
constituencies from which they come.
It has been generally agreed upon by

them that some measure to prevent the
landing in-this country of immigrants
who are judged to be below the level
of fitness I for citizenship would
be - acceptable: What the test should
be has puzzled them exceeding-
ly. It is now proposed to exclude
,from our boundaries such immigrants

over fourteen years of age as shall be
unable to read and write their native

; language, and also to read and writs
at least five lines of the United States
constitution.

If this measures the idea of congress
as to what constitutes fitness for Amer-
ican citizenship, we are exceedingly
sorry for its backwardness in learning.

If anything. at all has , been proved

over and over again by the results of
scores of local and general elections in
this country, it is that the educational
test of personal wothiness is a hopeless

and irredeemable failure. The states
in which, the percentage of illit-
eracy is lowest in this country are not
the states upon which we can depend
today for support of sound principles

of government. Neither are they the
reverse. In the last election the com-
munities having the greatest number of
persons who cannot read 1 or write
joined with those having the \u25a0 smallest
number in advocating a policy having

two fundamental defects; first that
it would not accomplish what it pro-
posed to do, and second, that it was
morally indefensible. .

: It seems clear" to us beyond question

that you cannot pick out those voters

whose citizenship is of the most desir-
able quality any species of educa-
tional test. An inquiry made at the im-
migration office In New York would
certainly disclose a state of facts cor-
responding with what we have learned
in our- national experience. It would
show that a large number of the im-
migrants : who could read and write
two languages as required are not de-
sirable persons to receive. It would
show, that a large proportion .of those
without elementary education' were
hard-working men of good character,
anxious to make homes for themselves
in '\u25a0\u25a0 the United States, to increase - its

wealth and prosperity and to render to
its laws the obedience \ which they had
learned to pay >to superior authority.

To apply this test, therefore, is to set
up a standard that our own experi-

ence has • discredited. It is the same
mistake that we have \u25a0 made in our
system of public education and which

.the Globe has pointed out in the past.

That ; costly and marvelous error is ;the
supposition that you have prepared -a

boy to be a patriotic citizen of his
country, always working on the side of
right, when you have taught him how
to extract cube root and to wri^ a
composition in passable English.

What this nation needs above all
other things is a higher standard of
moral conduct. Our own internal de-
fect, which has been disclosed to us in
ways that are little short of alarming,
ought to show us the danger and the
remedy. If we are to impose any re-
strictions upon those from without who
seek to make their home with us, we
should have learned, by our big blun-
der in education, that the criterion
should be unblemished character, and
not ability to read and write. That
which should exclude a man from en-
try at our ports ought to be evidence
that he has been a moral delinquent,

or that he is unable or unwillingto dis-
charge that first of all duties, which is
to earn an honest living by honest la-
bor. To substitute for this.the real shib-
boleth of citizenship, a paltry spelling
book and copy book is to ignore our
own experience and to increase our own
dangers by adding to the hardships of
those of deserving working men and
women who are ready to join with us
in building good government upon hu-
man liberty.

A "MODERATE" TARIFF.

The intimation that the Dingley
committee will frame a "moderate"
tariff bill to be presented at the
ordained special session means only

that it will be moderate in the opinion

of ultraists. It will, probably, not be
absolutely prohibitive, for some reve-
nue must be had, but it will approach

that point wherever the influences po-
tential in such a congress as the Fifty-

fifth will be, can make it. This is a
fairly safe prediction to make in" view
of the fact that arrangements have

L been made for a repetition of that grim

old farce of giving "hearings" to the
representatives of the industries. Dur-
ing and after the holiday recess we are
told a certain number of days will be
allotted to the woolen mills' men, others
to the glass factories' men. the iron and
steel mills' men and the tin plate men,
until afl have appeared to again write
their schedules and indicate how much
tribute they may levy on consumers
in return for campaign favors rendered
in cash and votes.

Even if we did not have this repe-
tition of the Republican method of fos-
tering home industries, the whole rec-
ord of that party, since its capture and
subjugation by the federalistTs element
that entered into it at its birth, would
indicate that we are to have a tariff
moderate only from the standpoint of
men like "Pig-iron" Kelly, who lament-
ed that congress could not convert the
Atlantic into a sea of fire that would
prevent all foreign intercourse. There
have been four distinct tariff periods
in the history of that party. There
was some justification in the exigencies
of the war, with its strenuous demands
upon the treasury, for the high rates
imposed on imports, during which the
rates averaged 47 per cent upon duti-
able goods and 45 per cent on all. This
slight difference indicates the small-
ness of the free list, noncompetitive
products being taxed for revenue.
Shortly after the close of the war be-
gan the contest between the high and
low tariff elements in the party, dur-
ing which time Sherman, Allison and
others made those annoying free trade
speeches so often quoted. The latter
gained a slight ascendency in 1872 when
the "little tariff bill" was passed, mak-
ing a reduction in rates that sent the
average on dutiable goods down to 39.5
per cent by 1875.

This ends the second period. Then
the protectionists gained head, and the
act of 1572 was repealed and advances
made in the rates that, until 1882, made
the average about 43 per cent on dutia-
ble imports. But the policy of enlarg-
ing the free list by exempting non-
competitive imports, thus enabling an
increase of protection, was adopted,
the rates on all imports averaging

about 29 per cent, as compared with
45 per cent in the preceding period. In
the campaign of 1876 Mr. Tilden forced
tariff discussion, and the Republicans

were impressed with the belief that
something must be done. Then fol-
.lowed the tariff commission of 1882,
and the tariff of 1883. The commission
was composed of protectionists, some
of them its beneficiaries. They report-
ed a complete bill with a voluminous
report, glvng the evidence taken and
the reasons for their concluding rec-
ommendation that the condition of
manufacturing in this country war-
ranted a general reduction of 25 per
cent in the rates.

Congress paid no attention whatever
to the report. It proceeded to frame a
bill advancing rates. The licensed
privateers held up congress and forced
their schedules into the act. Illustrat-
ing their power was the increase in
the rate of tax on steel after both
houses had agreed upon a rate, while
the bill was in conference. The com-
mission might have repeated the vigor-

ous protest of "Bob" Schenck, who, in
moving the recommittal of a tariff bill
to his ways and means committee af-
ter it had gone through the committee
of t^he whole, said: "The bill has been
nibbled by pismires and kicked by jack-

asses until I cannot recognize its'' *The
average rate on dutiable imports under
this bill was 44.11 per cent and on all
imports 29.25.

Then came the McKinley era with
the "moderate" tariff of 1890 and its
average rate on imports paying duty of
48.64 per cent, with a crescendo move-
ment that increased the average from
46.28 per cent in its first year to 50.06 in
its last. The free list was doctored
scientifically so as to promote protec-

tion, and the average rate on all im-
ports fell to an average of 22.56 per
cent, while the movement was diminu-
endo, the average being 25.25 per cent in

Its first and 20.25 per cent in its last
year. This review of the progressive

increase of rates for protection first
and revenue Incidentally, furnishes a
very accurate estimate of what the
country may expect in the "moderate"
tariffbill Mr. Dingley and his Republi-
can associates on the committee, with
the invaluable aid of the advice of
the various experts summoned to as-
sist them from the mills and factories,
are incubating.

PUT IT IH POIiltlGS
MAYOR DORIJJ AMBITIOUS TO VUH '-"\u25a0

THE WATEB BOARD FOR
PARTY ENDS.

NOT TO \u25a0 REAPPOINT BEMENT.

KICK OP THE PLUMBERS IS BE,
ING USED AGAIYST HIS '

RESTORATION.

MAYOR DOUAN IS EErXG URGED

By Delegatlow.on Both Sldcß of
tlie Content for the Po-

Mition.
,\u25a0 „„

\u25a0•> The terms of R. B. C. -Bement and
A. H. Lindeke as members of the board
of water commissioners \u25a0 will' expire
Dec. 31 and Mayor Doran, under thelaw, will be called upon to name their
Fuecessors. It is \u25a0 understood that themayor: has been approached by thepoliticians with a view to having anew member of the board appointed
in place of Mr. Bement. The particular
kick against , the reappclntment of Mr
Bement is said to come from theplumbers, who have in some way
reached * the conclusion : that Mr. Be-
ment's actions as member and presi-
dent of the board have been detrimen-
tal to their interests. The matter has
been the subject of general discus-
sion among the business men an-i
those interested in the welfare of tht*city for the past week, and several
representative citizens have called on,
the mayor to learn his views regarding
the appointments or rather \ the re-
appointments: What has surprised
those who have been to see his worship
regarding the matter is that the mayor
has intimated that he was giving
serious consideration of the appoint-
ment of a new commissioner in place
of Mr. Bement. While Mayor Doran
has not been as outspoken as to say
this, he has said that he had an idea
that Mr. Lindeke would not care to ac-
cept a reappointment. To those who
are on the inside of deals political
this statement of the mayor is taken
to mean that Mr. Lindeke is certain
of a reappointment. but as to Mr. Be-
ment there is some doubt. '•_

An ex-senaitor in speaking of the
matter yesterday said if Mayor Doran
allowed himself to be converted into
making the board of water commis-
sioners a vehicle to pay political debts
or to secure future political honors
he would be the first.one to establish,
this precedent. The water board, the
gentleman Ftaid,

/had r always" been kept
out of politics and the manner in
which it had been conducted, in the
past spoke volumes for the non-politi-
cal idea as expressed in the appoint-
ment of the members^ •<*-"' ?

The news of the probable action of
the mayor in turning down Mr. Be-
ment, will, as soon as it is generally
known, result ;in large and .numerous
representative delegations " calling on
him to insist on the reappointment
of the present members, instead of one
or two nerw ones. . The frlemds of Mr.
Bement daim that; he is Just the man
for the place, his abilities as a civil
engineer and large experience in the
board making him a valuable man both
to the commissioners and the general
public. . \u0084......;,. ; ,i,^

THE BUSY WORI-D.- . . , -\u25a0-, - \u25a0 ... --t -- -^. \u25a0\u25a0

Judge Page Morris, the congressman-elect
from the Sixth district, made a flying visit
to the city yesterday and dined at th*
Ryan. ' "" /

Mr. and Mrs. Wlllla Chambers, of Owa-
tonna. are at the Clarendon. \u25a0 -\u25a0.

S. S. Johnson and wife, of Cloquet, are
stopping at the Windsor.

J. H. Fosdyke, of Glendive, Mont., is regis-
tered at the Clarendon. J* jp^ •

George B. Clifford, of. Grand Forks, la
registered at the Ryan.

W. M. Hammerschley. of Newark, N. J., I»

at the Merchants. \u0084

Byron Kimball, of Superior, is a guest at
the Merchants. ** ""* «* ft 'J. M. McCollum, of Duiuth, is registered
at the Windsor.

C. r.. Carroll, of Havre, Mont., Is at the
Clarendon. •

A. B. Culbertson, of Canton, 0., i« at the
Windsor. \u25a0.- '\u25a0:\u25a0.;-;\u25a0

Samuel Hof ,\u25a0 of Ft. Yellowstone, la at the
Ryan. • > -"' .\u25a0;:•'. ;'•'-. .- \u25a0• . \u25a0 •-, ?"? .

W. ;O. Lee, of Detroit, is at the Merchanta.

Gone East to Vlstt.

William M. Cooke, for many years in charge
of the draw bridge of the Chicago Great West-
ern railway at Robert street, left for Wash-
ington, N. J., last Thursday, where he will
spend several weeks visiting friends and rela-
tives. Mr. Cooke is accompanied by hla
wife on his trip east. Before his departure
Mr and Mrs. Cooke" were tendered a recep-
tion by Liberty Council, No. 5, Junior Order
United American -Mechanics, assisted by the
Daughters of .Liberty, of which Mr. and Mrs.
Cooke are active' members. . -' _•

'• ' " . .'' \u25a0«• " '..., '
\u25a0

• WITH I\TF7\T TO AMUSE.

Proprietor—Why did you net give that gen-
tleman the roast chicken he asksd for?

Waiter—l know my business. I gave him
something cheaper, so's he would have some
money left to tip .me with.—Twinkles.

. "My dear," expostulated his wife, "why
will you eat such a hearty breakfast on Sun- -
day morning? You know you are almost
sure to have a nightmare In church."—De-
troit Tribune. -.

Uncle Hallo. Tommy! What part of
your trip abroad did you enjoy the most? /

Tommy—Oh, on the steamer, when papa
and mamma and -nurse were sick, and the
captain let me help .him. run the ship. I
tell you what, I had a bully time that day.—
Harper's Bazar. i

Two souls with but a single thought,
('Twere better had they none) / s

For the thought they had was the old, old .
thought, • •'. . . -

That two can live cheap as one.
:.-•... \u25a0 .-;>...-,:—Exchange.

"Husband. I think Mr. Woozle is very
much in love with our Clara."

"Has he proposed 'to her?" v -. "No, but he stole her photograph—taken at
three• weeks—out , of -. the .family album."— .
Chicago Record.

"I say, do you think that Wiggins is a man
to be trusted?"

"Trusted? Yes. rather. Why. I'd trust
him with my life." ,

"Yes? But i*with anything ,nf value, I
Twinkles. - , _.. =. .,\u25a0.,'.'; . s*-^* A

Mrs. Bitters* (a :Missouri matron)— have
jest been readln' In the • newspaper, about a
nigger down In Arkansaw who was sent to
the asylum for, bellevin' that he owned the
state.

1
\u25a0 ' •-\u25a0' ,"; \u25a0" \u25a0 -H:'t '"':" ""'': \u25a0\u25a0•'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0

Mr. Bitters—Wai, I should reekoon so!
Anybody that would take pride in ownln* any
part of Arkansaw would be ravin' crazy!—
Puck. - \u25a0

Husband (to wife)—l cannot conceive what
Is the matter with my watch; I think It must
want cleaning. . ..? ;.; \u25a0.",« . .

Spoiit Child (breaking In)—Oh, papa, Idon't
think it needs cleaning. Baby and I had
it washing In the basin for ever so ; long this
morning.—Exchange.

Bilkins—Jones saya that he does not alto-
gether believe in free ailver, :but •he feels he
ought to support his party.

Wilkins—Well. I"thought his party was
pretty weak, but I did \u25a0 not know it was weak
enough for* —Harper's -Bazar.. "-

Rosamond— dear, what a wretched mem- -
ory "\u25a0 I have! / There's my - dentist's appoint-
ment this afternoon and I've just remembered
it.

Gertrude —Well, you have• thought of It in;-..
good time. ' --• •'\u25a0 - . - >\u25a0,"-'\u25a0- Rosamond—That' • Just :"It.x I didn't want
to;remember it until tomorrow.—Exchange.

"Now," said the , city editor, - "It seems to
me that this expression of yours about show-
Ing a clean, pair of heels Is not just the thing -"In a report of a bicycle "race." -. ;-.
• "All right,", answered the lazy \u25a0 reporter.
"Just stick in a 'w'-and.make It a clean pair \
ol 'wheels.' "—Twinkles. "

v


