
: jK)i BUSY Oil BILLS
RAMSEY'S SENATORS, BXCEtPT OZ-

KMUX,**
HAVEN'T . SETTLED

DOWX TO WORK.

GRIEVING OVER SPILT MILK.

«THE TJNCO>NSTITUTIONAI,ITY. OF A

BIUOF LAST YEAR WORRY-
:•/. ING POTTGEISER-

STATItS" OF SPEAKERSHIP FIGHT.

Jont-N Seems to Have tlie Prize Wit)i-

--• in Ills (iranp-( Icrksliiy Is Still

Unsettled.

The matter of proposed legislation for
St. Paul and Ramsey county during the
coming session is not being discussed
to any great' extent, at least not by the
members of the-' delegation.-'\u25a0 Senator
Stevens, in speaking of the matter yes-
terday, said that he was going to sug-
gest that preparations be made for a:
meeting of the St. Paul delegation, at
"Which the question of needed legisla-

tion could be discussed. Up to the
present time he had heard nothing, but
In his opinion it would be the proper
thing for the delegation to consult with
the council committees on legislation

and the city and county officers, as
well as those interested in the welfare
of the city. It is probable that such a
meeting will be arranged for at an
early date. •• • \u2666

Senator Pottgeiser thinks that it does
" not do much good to secure legislation
for the public good and pointed to the
bills passed by the delgation two years
ago. It was rather disappointing, he
thought, to know that nearly all the
wcrk done two years ago which
amounted to anything had been
knocked in the head by the courts. The
bill abolishing the board of public
works, which the senator said was de-
manded by a majority of the voters,
had been declared unconstitutional by
the supreme court. The bill placing the
county officers on a salary and requir-
ing them to turn the fees into the coun-
ty treasury had not been decided by

the courts as illegal, but he had been
advised that when it came up it would
meet with the same disposition. \u25a0 He
and the other members of the delega-
tion had worked hard and secured the
passage of the bills mentioned, for the
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(i' Is what we enjoy because it's
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means an investment for a i.. \u0084l ifetime, therefore years of
satisfaction or regret depend /

• upon your choice. ij
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Bargain Seekers.
! and we kindly ask that you \

compare our special /

XMAS PRICES j
!| with those offered elsewhere. \

HOWARD,
FmWELL & Go

20-22-24 W. sth St.
Paul.

711-713 Nicollet Aye.,
Minneapolis.

1 Gibson Piano— Upright
Grand, Walnut $165
(Reduced from $-,»50.)

1 Schaeffer Piano—Fose-
wood, Large size $190
(Thl§ Piauo sold a year ago for $325.)

1 Schaeffer Piano—Ma-
hogany, Odd Style $228

1 Keller Bros. Piano-
Circassian Walnut $255
(Excellent value at $-25.)

1 KimballPiano— Walnut
Case $150
Used 1year.

2 Fischer Pianos—Wal-
nut and Mahogany, each $300
1895 styles—regular price $400.

1 Fischer Piano- Upright
Grand, Walnut Case, 1895
style $330
(Regular pries $460.) «,

1 Decker Bros. Piano— !.
Oak, latest Design $425 J
(Keduced from $600.) [i

1 Chiskering Piano — ' <[
Rosewood $430 ]'
Case slightly marred—an excel- ,•
lent bargain—usual price $X>o. /

1 Gilnore Piano—Walnut $225 >A great bargain at $300. >

TERMS--SIO Per Month,
HANDSOME STOOL and SCARF FREE.

These Pianos are fully guaran-
teed for Five Years both by the
manufacturers and ourselves. None
of the warranties have outlived
their usefulness —an important (\
question to be considered in the ]'
purchase of a piano. Store Open '!Evenings until Christmas.

Leading Candidate for Speaker of the House.

reason that the public demanded their
passage. This unconstitutional busi-
ness, the senator said, was getting to
be the fad, and the wishes of the gen-
eral public in the interests of economy
were being overlooked. In view of the
decision of the courts and the law
which prevented special legislation, the
senator saw no other relief than that
provided under the Sheehan charter
bill. There were several things he had
In mind which would, he thought, be
of much moment to the public welfare,
but he did not care to discuss them
before the delegation had met and
talked over matters.

Senator Ozimtun says there Is little
need of legislation for the city or coun-
ty. With a few amendments to the
Howard charter bill, such as having
the mayor appoint the chief of police,
the chief of the fire department and the
members of the board of water com-
missioners, and also fixing the limit
to be expended by the various depart-
ments annually. Senator Ozmun was in
fa\or of having the law made absolute
without having it voted on by the peo-
ple. This, however, was only his per-
sonal views on the question, and as he
had not conferred with his colleagues,

D. F. M'GRATH.

he did not know how they stood. The
senator is engaged in drawing up a bill
supplemental to the amendment voted
on by the people at the last election,
providing for a prison pardoning board.
The bill, however, is in a rough state
and the text of it not ready for publi-
cation.

He has also been sent a draft of^a bill
which had been drawn by the commit-
tee on commercial law at a conference
of commissioners on uniform law, held
at Saratoga, in August last. The bill
which he would introduce related to
negotiable instruments, and was simi-
lar to the British bills of exchange acts
passed in 1882, and which is now In
force in every English speaking ooun-

O. B. SOULE.

try in the world, except the United
States. The letter accompanying the
draft of the bill stated that it was
necessary that the bill should be pass-
ed if at all, without change, in order
that the uniformity in the law might
be attained. «.• * •

Representative Henry Johns believes
tiLßjt unless tba Slieehan law, which

means home government, was put in
force, it would be practically impossi-
ble to secure effective legislation of a
municipal character. The legislation
which the people seemed to be clam-
oring for, such as reduction of salaries,
turning fee offices into salaried ones
and doing away with boards, would be
subject to the salmie decision which
was handed down regarding the board
of public works. When the law regard-
ing the salary changes and the board
of public works was passed two years
ago, Mr. Johns said that he took the
position that they would not be sus-
tained by the courts and so declared
publicly. At this time he failed to see
how it was possible to do anything to
change municipal conditions, except
through the Sheehan law.• • *

Three familiar faces that will be
seen at the coining session will be those
of Thomas Torson, of St. James; D. P.
McGrath, of Barnesville, and O. B.
Soule, of Washington county. Each of
them ocoupied a seat in the la9t legis-

lature and was active in the business
of the session. Mr. Torson was born
in Wisconsin and came to Minnesota
in 1854. Until twenty-one he lived on a
farm and attended the public school.
He spent two terms at the Mankato
formal school and afterward taught

school and clerked in a store. For
nineteen years he held the office of
register of deeds of his county, retir-
ing Jan. 1, 1895. He has also been a
member of the city council of St.
James and acted for several years as
justice of the peace. He was elected
in 1894 to the legislature without op-
position and filled the position witn
such satisfaction that he was re-elect-
ed for the office again last fall. Dur-
ing the session of '95 Mr. Torson was
a member of the committee on agricul-

ture, taxes and roads and bridges.

D. F. McGrath was born in Apple-
ton Wis., in 1858. He came to Minne-
sota in 1864 and settled in BarnesviHe,
Clay county, where he has- resided
since. He is engaged in farming and
general merchandise business, and has
held the office of mayor, city treasurer
and alderman in Barnesville. He was
exceedingly popular during the session
of two years ago and held a place on
four committees, railroads, drainage,
taxes and forestry and fire protection.

O. B. Soule, returned as one of the
representatives from the Twenty-third
district, has lived in Washington coun-
ty for forty years, and Is engaged in
farming. He was born in Franklin
county, Maine, and came to Minne-
sota in 1856. During the session two
years ago he was chairman of the com-
mittee on public lands and a membei
of the committees on insurance, agri-
culture and prison labor.

"I'll tell you what the trouble is
v.rith the various candidates who are
mentioned for the speakership of the
house," said a well-posted member of
the third house yesterday. "All of
the would-be speakers are counting too
much on their own personal popularity.
It is possible that if the opponents to
Jones all got together and made a
fight by selecting one of their number,
an<3 then doing some hard work and
promising everything asked or thought
of, they might make a showing. In-
stead of this each of the candidates,
-who are said by their friends to be
developing strength and closing up

on Jones, are trusting to the few votes
they can muster with the idea that a
lot more will come to them in the wimd-
up. Talk about politicians being smart,
why it seems to me that the actions
and talks made by what the news-
papers call knowing politicians prove
just the opposite.

"Why, if I had—" but just at this
juncture one of the steering commit-
teemen for a candidate for a minor
position came up and persuaded the
third house man to go and have a
cigar, and more of his schemes and
plans were not learned.

* • *A telegram from "Washington an-
nounces that L. P. Hunt, editor of the
Mankoto Review, is a candidate for
public printer. This is one of the best
positions in the gift of the president
outside of the cabinet, and the principal
diplomatic appointments. The salary

Is $4,000, and several thousand employes
are under his direction. The govern-
ment printing office is the largest and
the best equipped printing establish-
ment in the world, and the place is
one which never goes begging for can-
didates.

In this connection, It is whispered
that C. C. Whitney, editor of the Mar-
shall News Messenger, and ttie present
state printer of Minnesota, is also
casting a fond glance in the same di-
rection. What chance either of these
gentlemen have is purely problemati-

cal. • \u2666 •
The close of another week shows no

change in the speakership contest.
Jones has considerably the best of the
race, notwithstanding the talk about
the field combining to beat him. There
are those who. while not desiring to
have it announced publicly as coming
from any particular person, say it has
reached a stage where he cannot bo
beaten.

The fight for the house clerkship
between Dowling and Dean is also un-
changed, at least on the surface.
Dowling, while hustling around, seems

THOMAS TORSON.
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to be satisfied that he will win but,
and Dean and. his friends profess to
feel confident that the Owatonna man
willpull off the prize. '• ;

'. \u25a0\u25a0. \u25a0\u25a0...\u25a0. \u25a0-. • *\u25a0*< *.. •"".*\u25a0\u25a0 . \u25a0":""•>'.\u25a0'\u25a0'-\u25a0
' Minneapolis' interest in -her present
livelycontest for the clerkship, Charles
F. Haney,' for nearly a score of years

the incumbent, having declared his
determination not to be a candidate
for re-election, is scarcely second to
speculation as to what is to become of
Haney.

He has announced that he will re-
move to Mexico, to look after his in-
vestments dn quicksilver and other
mining properties, and it is hinted by
the, retiring city clerk that he intends
to make his future home there. How-
ever that may be, the Globe has re-
liable information that wherever Mr.
Haney makes his home, he will be well
taken care of by President-elect Mc-
Kinley, when the incoming adminls-
tration gets under way. When MaJ.
McKinley presided over the delibera-
tions of the National Republican con-
vention at Minneapolis In 1892, he
found Mr. Haney to be not only the
possessor of fe powerful voice, but an ef-
ficient clerks and an agTeeable com-
panion, ana, it, was then there began
the friendship Which no doubt led to
the present solicitude of the president-
elect as to $ie future welfare of his
associate at ..that time. What the po-
sition Is which will be provided for Mr.
Haney the G-1 oto c is not at liberty to

state. : Another thing that lends au-
thority to the prediction is : the fact
that | Mr.i Haney's father and McKin-
ley were college chums and warm per-
sonal friends. -\u25a0\u25a0-•-\u25a0.;'--"\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0.- .:

:;-\u25a0;\u25a0 \u25a0 . --"• ;\u25a0'.".;";--•\u25a0 • • * '"-..
v'.'\u25a0\u25a0. The \u25a0 fight between John Zelch, .. the
present boiler inspector for the Fourth
district, and his predecessor,: that other
Washing-ton • county wheel-horse, J. B.
Sutton, has not lost any of its venom

5 during- the jlast week, although the
casual observer of the chance meet-
ings of the two : men would not , sus-
pect them rof ' the bitterest tpolitical
enmities. It-has come to a'stage now,
however,", where ' only \u25a0 one \u25a0 common'

\u25a0 ground may. be; claimed' for them, and
that is that they are both iin favor of
Washington ? county having the place,
as it \u25a0 has now. .*\u25a0" Even this is -modified,
however, by a desire :to ... see the ;place
abolished,' with Its prototypes in the
other = districts' of; the - state, if • the
other - man was and •• it -seems : "most
probable. that, a fightifor the aibolition
of the department will be made at the
coming session of the state legislature. *

S State | Auditor ' Dunn, through the
Princeton Union, - has . advanced : the ;

suggestion that : the \offices ?of . public
'examiner,\u25a0'; state superintendent jof, In-

-1struction, labor; commissioner, Insur-
ance missioner, dairy commission-
er,' and the board of: railway commis-'

'. sioners "be made 'elective" rather ' than
appointJve. _lIt is claimed by those who '
have had experience In getting Ifriends"
appointed jto"the offices -, mentioned • and \u25a0

to minor positions junder, them that tlie:
elective proposition 'would place the
state *executive \u25a0at a disadvantage. The

' patronage r distributed;; through - these
offices; undoubtedly, gives \u25a0 the s governor
a strong political pull and ;on various,
occasions :in : the l,past has - been > the
means *of-securing .a . second term for
the one who has the distribution.

.-' i * •\u25a0'\u25a0'.•-\u25a0\u25a0:\u25a0'
"'<-A new : candidate" for . secretary kof

the senate : has been: announced in the
person ofJ John IG. f- Cornwell, of I Step-

. hen Marshall \u25a0" county. t Mr.<: Cornwell i

is . a staunch v; Republican -and has the
confidence In a political way -ofISena-
tor Nelson, jGov. iClough jand iCongress-
man t Eddy, -and \u25a0\u25a0 also ;; hails '.. from :;. the ]"\u25a0

: Seventh £ district. :"„\u25a0 Hi«* ability? and ]at-;
tainments, :his ;friends fclaim, ; are ? such
as to fit!, him • for3 the ;position I and -ber.
ing an old soldier with '\u25a0 &5 service *of
over .*four'-years, -it/;is ~ claimed ";he r". is .
entitled;to a deal :of consideration. Mr.;
Cornwell * was ;",born >r in. Zanesville, , 0., r
:in 1840, and was " left:an orphan :at ; the ;

age 'ofc ten years. He served in the
Union army from April 23, 1861, to July
2, 1865, and came to Minnesota fourteen
years ag0. ....--. :. V.""-'...'" \u0084.'. ' •.';"*-'•..
"-.«:."/; ' ' "''__'" ' """.' m ———\u25a0—\u25a0 ..

, Will Prosecute. Him, Anyway. ..
"'\u25a0- The case of John McCarthy,, who Is said
to • have ?. escaped * from?the \ olty;workhouse,
will"ibe heard '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 Monday. >>, Detectives •?Werrlck :
and "\u25a0 Wells V,say t they.* have lsome : Interesting'
facts • anent . McCarthy which will; Jail him if
the •original' complaint does :not. zi-; . ;•- .5
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jr Great $12.00 Christmas Offer in^:

Men's Suits, Overcoats and Ulsters.

jrs Sale Starts Monday Morning.

i I t I^/41/•ill/ l iii j j Mwik i

1 I fL IL IMIO {IWI rtf n 111

Now for the Reason of This Great Twelve=Dollar Offer.
ssjc.Wiwfe find in looking over our stock that we have in all about i,ooo Suits, Overcoats and Ulsters that wepositively guarantee as being worth and that have sold all season at $15.00, $18.06 and $20.00, and ranging in
lots from three to seven of a kind, and have been placed on separate tables, which we have decided to close out
at the uniform price of Twelve Dollars. These Suits you will find cut and made up in the best possible man-
ner, and in patterns that are the most desirable for dress and business wear. The linings and trimmings we
guarantee are of the very best qualities. These Suits; all bear the Browning, King & Co. hanger, which -initself, stamps them the very best $15.00, $18.00 and $20.00 Suits, Overcoats and Ulsters ever offered'the -clothing buying public.

BROWNING, KING &CO.
SEVENTH AND ROBERT STREETS, ST. PAUL. - v_ . -./ .. ...... - ... "_" \u25a0""-_ \u25a0 _ •\u25a0_ - \u25a0'•__" ' " • -.' ' . ' ' '" . \u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 .

PALMER MEN DROPPED. J
FlOTver of the Party . Read Out by '•. Nebraska Democrats.

OMAHA, Neb., Dec. 12.— aristo-
cratio - Democratic . organization of
Omaha, . the Jacksonl'an club, tonight
dropped from ; its rolls all Democrats
who refused -to support Bryan in the
recent campaign. Those . expelled are
the ;flower of, the Democracy of the

state, including many prominent mem-
bers tbrougtiouit Nebraska. The list
Includes all i prominent federal 'office
holdiers inr Nebraska. Omaha's post-
masrter, Buolid Martin,: heads the list.
Those 'expelled were sent a letter :in
whicih: the following was mentioned
as the cause of expulsion: : .
'"Thait: you dlid during the last cam-
paign of \u25a0 1896 oppose and refuse to
support the regularly nominated candi-
dates of Che - Democratic party for
president and vice president, Wm. J.
Bryan ~ and Arthur Sewall, contrary
to ; article VII, of the by-laws of the
club." i \u25a0'

*' '-,£ _: „-.•\u25a0• \u25a0;
\u0084"A" number of scathing letters were

\u25a0 addressed the club by the expelled
members. . .
.\u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0,_..,_... : i»i

STRIKERS WEARY.

Proposltiom to Employer* by the
• " Hamburg Dock Men, -\;

HAnVTBURG, Dec. 12.—At^ meetings
held today, tine striking;dockers adop t-
ied ; resolutions" in favor of-coming tosome arrangemenlts with the employers.
A:conference between ; the strikers I and- their employers ";will decide : upon ithe
composition of a board of conciliation.
-\u25a0...;:;.'-. \———:—.r^*" ——

PACIFIC LINE ABASDONED.

California Fights Shy of the Stetun-
. ~ ship '. Scheme,

LOS ANOELES, :Oal., Dec. . 12.—E.; C.
JPotter , has returned • to ;iChicago, . and

i with'ihim • in?all: probability goes ? the
hope of having a line :of steamers
fromf San ,Diego to . Japan. " Mr. Potter
cam© ; here ?\u25a0 with , the idea <of raising j
$500,000 in stock subscriptions to the
company, fas J he ; had - been ' assured >by \u25a0

; Eastern -capitalts'ts that, if- the < people
here ; had enough confidence .in the
scheme 5? to ;. v; subscribe %*? the f- -amount
named, they would furnis.h the balance.
The fact is that at a 1 meeting recently
held "ait Ithe ohamiber -of! commerce, the
iproposition was , found :to; be impossible
of acooiopllehmenit and was abandoned.
-This; is learned \u25a0 from one-of , the gentle-
'\u25a0 men wfoo%was *at : the ;gathering. ' S Mr.
iPotter ihaa not '• definitely given :up hope
of icarrying : out the -eniterprise, f

:;but lon *
t account of apathy of. those - most 5 In-
teresrted V in , the Jeuocess i of' the 'affair,
"it-is - not considered '\u25a0 likelyi that \u25a0he will
meet with ?success.;\u25a0\u25a0'';' . I-"^^B

DYER'S
|| We are the only agents for '|j

Gabler Pianos. 1
These fine, standard, old Pianos, !'

which we have sold for twenty-five J» i
years with the greatest satisfaction \\to purchasers, are now better and \ '
sturdier than ever in their wonder- \
ful wearing qualities. The \u25a0 Gabler ! 'is one of the few pianos which ;. \ I

j Grows Better With Ago. |' i

Prices $350, &cj
? i'
j! And you have only to pay $25.00 N
l] down to get one of these admirable V]i pianos, which has a / v|
ij Five Years' Guarantee i|
|i with it, and will wear for a life- ,j>
i[ time. \u25a0HS^^'-'-'''""'.''"•' ."-'!
S ~ You'll feel . better to buy such all
<[ piano than to buy at bogus sales, ]ij
,| where there is nothing and nobody ' !
]i to guarantee your piano or protect
<[ your interests after they have once 'J | got your money. slt is to our inter- '|
Ji est to care for the interests of every \ i

one of our patrons, and we are per- "{\
\ manently here for that purpose. .''"-'!»

W.J.Dyer&Bro.i
> 21-23 W. FIFTH STREET, l|
j . Next to Postolfice. |r!

T':" '' '
i "" " " -''\u25a0'\u25a0- ! \u25a0•\u25a0-^ ;\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0 \u25a0 ,\u25a0:-::\u25a0:

|HOLLY!|9 \u25a0j^Ufi.jlßS yes H Hg
31i*lletoe and Christina* Greens at Ibj

| LLMay&Co.'g, 25-27 W, sth Sti
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