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TODAY'S Vk'EATHKH.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 19.—Forecast for Sun-

day: Minr.e.ota— Generally fair; westerly
winds: warmer in northern rorHon.

Wisconsin
—

Generally fair, with possibly
light local snows at lake stations: light to

fresh westerly winds.
South Dakota—Fate; variable winds.
North Dakota

—
Generally fair: northerly

winds becoming variable; warmer Sunday
afternoon.

Montana— Partly cloudy: wanner In eastern
portion; southerly to wester", y winds.

TEMPERATI'RKS.

Piai o.
~

Tern. Place. Tent.
Boston 22-3© Montreal W-M
Ohcvenne 36-43 New York 24-32
Chicago 26-26 Pittsburg 30-32
Cincinnati 32-Sa

DAILY MEANS.

Barometer, 30.20; thermometer., 15; relative
humidity. S*o: wind, southwest; weather,
cloudy: maximum thermometer, 25; minimum
thermometer, .">. daily range, 20; amount of
rainfall or melted snow in last twenty-four
hours. .01.

Note—Barometer corrected for temperature
and elevation. —P. F. Lyons, Observer.

THE PRKK OF PAHTISAWSHIP.
Itis true that the ease with which

corruption creeps into a city govern-

ment, as it has in Mineapolis, is pro-

portioned to the system adopted by

that particular community. Thus the
abuses which the grand jury of that
city is now investigating are such as
are most easily committed where re-
sponsibility is divided. The matter of
machinery, however, is not a cause of
good government or of bad, but only a
detail which makes one or the other
easier or more difficult. Every city that
values its reputation and prosperity

and the comfort of its citizens ought

to insist upon the best form of charter,
just as a man about to purchase some
commodity that should last him for
a lifetime will endeavor to get the

best there is. After all, this only skims
the surface. The root of the trouble
lies deeper yet. Ring rule and stuffed
contracts fit more naturally with a
system of diffused than with one of
concentrated power and responsibility,
but they are not the progeny of either.
They will flourish under either just as
long as the people of American cities
follow the insane policy of choosing

their representative and executive of-
ficers according to their party rela-
tions.

Take the average of the Minneapolis
city council and consider what title to
public place these men have aside from
their pull as politicians. Were they

elected by the people because of their
known integrity, their desire to pro-
mote the welfare of their city and their
familiarity and skill in dealing with
questions of public policy, or because
they had set up the necessary combi-
nations to get themselves the regular
party nominations? The answer to that
question, as applied to Minneapolis, is
no different from the answer that must
be returned by nearly all the cities
of this country. A community finds
that it is being plundered and dis-
graced by officials who are inefficient
or corrupt, or both. Forthwith there
is a howl from the outraged public, a
demand to turn the rascals out and
a clan: or for a complete house clean-
ing. But how do the people go about
this? By getting together as they
would if they were going to build a
railroad or run a big exposition or en-
gage in any other business enterprise?
Not at all. They simply look to see
which party is in power and then set
to work to substitute for these fel-
lows another set of fellows as like to
them as peas* in a pod, except that they
bear the opposition label. They turn
out Republicans or Democrats, as the
case may be, in order to put in Demo-
crats Dr Republicans instead, and go
about patting each other on the backs
and calling it "reform." Itis not re-
form, nor business sense, nor common
\u25a0anity.

The people of American cities arc- di-
rectly to blame for every act of mis-
government that has made our munici-
pal administrations a by-word all over
the world. They get just what they
bargain for, and they will never get
anything else as long as they persist
in running municipal elections on na-
tional party lines. Everybody knows
and has seen the necessary, uniform
and inevitable result. Sooner or later
it means the climbing into power of
the party hack, the degradation of
municipal government to a political

machine and then the squeezing out of
the clear public of the oil by which
every such machine must be lubricated.
Business men know all this, but seem
to care very little about it. They let
matters go on, absenting themselves
from primaries, taking little interest in
elections, satisfied to vote their party
ticket, good, bad or indifferent, until a
public scandal ensues. Then they

arouse themselves, hold mass meetings,
spend their money and time freely, put
the other party into power and go

back to their desks to wait until the
same old seed sprouts and grows and
ripens the same old fruit of municipal
corruption. This is another of those un-
failing refusals to follow the dictates
of ordinary prudence and self-preser-
vation, or profit by an unvarying ex-
perience which refutes our claim to
the best and highest civilization. When
party politic**; are wholly eliminated
fn-ir. city elections we may expect good

government, and not before. Until that
time comr»a ttw public must be satis-

fied with an alternation of abuses; and

municipal government willcontinue to
be a painful ulcer, about which the
only question is how often it shall be
lanced. It seems to us that there would

be not only more business sagacity,

but more patriotism, to put it on higher

and finer grounds, in working for the
rule of the fittest in our local affairs
than in talking tariff or shouting for
the independence of Cuba.

OSB PER DIEM.
On the sth day uf this month the

Pioneer Press exploded in a burst of
virtuous indignation over the revela-
tion of police incompetency in* &t.
Paul. It attempted a defense of the
indefensible, which is always the last
resource of a man or a newspaper

driven into a hole. It charged upon
the Globe the "systematic manu-
facture of fake hold-ups and other fic-
titious exploits of imaginary highway-
men, burglars and thieves." With its
wonted delicacy and refinement of
touch, it denied the existence of any

such occurrences and said that "there
has been less housebreaking under
Mayor Doran's administration than
usual." We fee! it a painful duty to

call the attention of Mr. Dcran to the

fact that, the chief stay of his admin-
istration and the admirer of its inno-

cence and beauty has itself, under the
inspiration of we know not what ma-
lignant sprite, gone into the business

of slandering the present police admin-
istration. We do not intend to depend,

for the evidence of this charge, upon

the fuller and more complete news re-
ports' of the Globe. They, indeed,

show from its files, since the article
in question appeared, a long record of
burglaries and hold-ups, a summary of
which we append:

.Mrs. S. Widmann, 630 Stewart avenue,
band bag grabbed by thief on Seventh street,
near Warsaw. Bag containing ilu In cash
and certificate of deposit carried off by foot-
pad. Glo b c, Dec. 19.

Walter He, 72 Wilkin street, held up even-
ing Dec. IT, near residence: $:', in cash taken
by two masked men. Globe, Dec. is.

C. F. Doyle. 302 Walnut street, held up by
two masked men, Western and Oakland ave-
nues, early in evening Dec. 16. Four dollars
in cash taken. Gio be, Dee. 18.

F. P. Hoffman. 316 Rice street, saloon door
broken open. Wines, liquors and cigars,
three revolvers and small amount of cash
taken. Globe, Dec. 12.

Rev. Samuel Smith, 125 College avenue,
residence burglarized. Globe, Dec. 18.

Mrs. J. A. Taylor, 142 East Twelfth street,
apartments burglarized. Globe, Dec. 18.

Samuel Rudawsky, 561 Canada street, house
burglarised. Inmates beaten. Eva Lenda,
servant girl, went into street borefooted and
partly dressed to summon police. Met of-
ficer, who told her she was dreaming,
laughed and walked off. Globe, Dec. 16.

W. J. Strub. 527 St. Peter street, front
door of saloon broken open; $1.25 in cash,
cigars and liquors stolen. Globe, Dec. 17.

Birmingham Bros.. Eighth and Jackson
streets, front door of store broken open;
cigars, tobacco and small amount of money
stolen. Globe, Dec. 17.

Carl Anderson, Ninth and Jackson streets,
tailor shop, burglarized and clothing stolen.
Globe, Dee. 17.

Nicholas Wild. 556 East Third street, resi-
dence ransacked in daytime, Dec. 4; $4 in
cash and fur cape stolen. Gllob c, Dec. 7.

Charles Klosterman, 52 East Fourth street,
tailor shop broken into the night of Dec.
14. Clothing valued at $75 carried off.Globe, Dec. 16.

Mrs. Annie Ryder, J32 Viola street, at-
tempt made to gain entrance to house by
thieves. Thief claimed he was a policeman,
but was frightened away by sreams of female
occupaots. Globe, Dec. 8.

These extraordinary fabrications of
the G 1ob c, which the persons victim-
ized will dotibtles confess to have been
invented by them while under the
hypnotic influence of a Globe re-
porter, would seem to show that its
original statement of a "carnival of
crime" in this city was not far from
the fact. But what amazes and pains

us is to see that the Pioneer Press has
also opened a slander mill; that, re-
gardles of the tender relations which
exist between it and Mayor Doran, and
of the fair fame of this city, which it
declares is dishonored by the publica-

tion of unpleasant facts, it, too, has
gone into the busines of discrediting
the police administration by printing

in its own columns accounts of alleged

J Pioneer Press, In writingup accounts
Iof such happenings as if they were
j actually true, has engaged in the ig-

Inoble occupation of "fabricating yarns"

to discredit its whilom proteges. Ithas
a bad habit of inserting the knife under
the fifth rib of a trusting friend In
some unguarded moment, but we never
thought that this penchant would be
exhibited toward Mr. Dorau and Chief
Goss. Wre tender to those much ma-
ligned gentlemen our sympathy and the
renewed assurance of our distinguished

consideration.

THE SPIRIT OF THE "CHRISTMAS
rum

-
The performance of a dramatized

version of Dickens' "Christmas Carol,"

which will be given under the auspices I

of the Teachers' association next Sat-
urday, is an event of some magnitude
quite apart from the interest naturally

felt in an amateur dramatic perform-
ance in which well known people are
engaged. In some sense it points to a
revival of the old-fashioned ideas about
Christmas, and it is one of the reason-
able hopes of the Teachers' associa-
tion that it may promote those ideas
in the minds of the school children who
see it. As is well known for a few
years past the "Christmas Carol" has
not been in the good graces of the
philanthropists. Mr. Howells in par-
ticular objects to it at length as sen-
timental and tending to cause undue
self-gratulation over the hapipness !
caused by our few small Christmas I
charities. It is Mr. Howells' idea that |
everybody ought to be miserable until i
such time as the world is so made over I'
that everybody else has a comfortable !

j income, and charity becomes one of j
the lost arts through lack of occasion j

| for it. The conscience of our generation
is already pretty thoroughly awakened
over the condition of society, and there
seems no particular reason to suppose
that it willever be permitted to slum-

I ber soundly again; also, most of us are
j thoroughly familiar with the sensa-
tion of misery caused by other people's
woes. If therefore there is any com-'
fort to be derived from Christmas giv-
ing in the old-fashioned unscientific
way, let us take It in Heaven's name
and be thankful. Any feeling of satis-

| faction we may get from our own
virtues in this respect is likely,at best,
to be too short-lived to be harmful. A
spasm of reckless human sympathy

once a year is better than none at all,
and is a great relief to the feelings of
the submissive charity-worker who
does all things in order and according to

the most approved systems for eleven
months of the time. The spirit of the
"Christmas Carol" may be old-
fashioned, but it is one of those old
fashions which \t is good to revive, and
a touch of it will be an excellent thing
for our young people.

housebreakings and highway robberies.
An average of one such occurrence per
day for eleven days running would
seem to establish the quality of police

protection and bring its own charges

down upon its devoted head. We
give below a few extracts from
the Pioneer Press reports that seem to
us to join it with the Globe as a
"fabricator and propagator of false-
hoods which are doing such incalcula-
ble damage to the business interests of
the city."

I.
(Pioneer Press, Dec. 8.)

1. The hardware store of McDough &Bowers, at 747 and 749 Wabasha, was bur-glarized early yesterday morning.
2. Four guitars and one mandolin were

stolen Sunday night from the establishment
of A. Johnson, manufacturer of musical in-
struments, at 40 W. Exchange street.

11.
(Pioneer Press. Dec. 11.)

1. The residence of Mrs. Kaynal, 758 Ricestreet, was burglarized early Wednesday
morning. The matter was reported to the
police, but as yet no trace of the robbers
has been secured.

(Pioneer Press, Dec. 15.)
1. P. E. Murphy, a traveling man em-ployed by Meyers & Scholle, recovered a

number of valuable belongings Sunday morn-
ing by following two burglars that had en-
tered his residence at 234 Farrington aye.

IV.
(Pioneer Press. Dec. 17.)

1. Four burglaries, one of them with- sen-
sational features, were committed early yes-
terday morning. The burglary at thehouse
of Mr. Rudawski was especially sensational.

2. At the saloon of W. G. Strub, 527 St.
Peter street, burglars entered by breaking
the lock of the front door with a chisel.

3. From the tailor's shop of Carl Anderson,
Xinth and Jackson streets, burglars took an
ulster, a chinchilla overcoat, a sack coat and
vest and three pairs of trousers.

4. The fourth place was the grocery of
Win. F. Birmingham, 454 Jackson street, rob-
bers took cash box and three boxes of cigars.

5. Le Roy Ryan claims to be the victim of
a hold-up. The matter was reporteH to the
police at once.

V.
(Pioneer Press. Dec. 18.)

1. What appears to have been another
hold-up is said to have taken place at 11
o'clock Wednesday night near Grotto and
Fuller streets.

2. "Hold up your hands or I'llblow you
full of holes." This imperative command,
enforced by a revolver held perilously near
the side of his head, was given Charles
Doyle, of 302 Walnut street, on Oakland ave-
nue at 7:40 o'clock Wednesday evening. He
allowed two masked men to examine his
pockets, and to extract his money.

The period covered by this record,
from Dec. 8 to Dec. 18, inclusive, is
just eleven days. Itincludes, by the
admission of the Pioneer Press, eleven
distinct cases of housebreaking and
highway robbery. How many more
there were in addition to those re-
ported by the Globe will probably

never be known, because every effort
is made to cover up these occurrences.
If we could believe that there is an
average of one outrage per day, we
should think that the charge of incom-
petence, or worse, against this admin-
istration was pretty well established.
Itmust be, on the contrary, that all
these people were, as the police officers
arc fond of explaining to complainants,
either drunk or crazy; and that the

THE BROADWAY LOOP FIGHT.

If the opinion given by the corpora-

tion attorney's office be correct, the
Broadway loop ordinance has been
passed legally and could be successful
even over a possible veto by the
mayor. We could wish most heartily
that the persistence and energy shown
by our business men in this useless or
harmful piece of work were equally

well displayed in other lines of munici-
pal activity. Ifthere were one-tenth
the solicitude shown for municipal re-
form and for business development in
this town that has been devoted to the
passage of the Broadway loop bill, we
would soon be making enormous
strides ahead. A large body of our
solid men have been enlisted for months
in this struggle, and the common coun-
cil has been kept engaged upon it,

while garbage contracts go unenforced
and propositions for city lighting are
answered by but a single bid. Allthese
latter items are of great financial im-
portance to the city. That about which
citizens and councilmen have interest-
ed themselves so deeply is, we are
obliged to say, of no practical value
whatever, while it may possibly be of
immense detriment to our people.

*

We have as yet failed to find any

substantial advantage to be gained by
anybody from the proposed Broadway

extension of the loop. That it will not
furnish proper street railway communi-
cation with the union depot, which is
the main point that ought to be aimed
at, appears on the face of it. The
lines which go no nearer that termi-
nus than Fifth and Sibley streets are
practically no better than those which
stop at Fifth and Robert. Ifanybody

believes that the extension of the loop

is going to create a boom in real es-
tate, he is a singularly sanguine and
credulous person. We might put all
the street railway lines in the city on
one thoroughfare and it would not af-
fect the real estate market a particle.
Property is going to change hands
hereafter on the basis of natural de-
mand. The time has gone by, and
gone, we believe, forever, when you

can artificially either make values or
stimulate sales by any such device as
this.

On the other side, the disadvan-
tages of this measure and the injury

which it threatens to business at this
time have been clearly set forth. We
hope and are inclined to believe that
those who are threatened exaggerate
these, although their anxiety and op-
position are thoroughly well justified.

After many years and millions of
dollars have been spent in building
up a retail center in this city, which
we need more than anything else, upon
a fixed system of street railway transit,

it is an unwarranted hardship and a
suicidal policy to attempt to draw
trade away from that area and to lo-
cate it elsewhere. We think that the
retail district will hold Its own, by

virtue of its own power, in spite of ev-
erything; Just as we think that any
possible extens'-on of the loop will be
absolutely powerless to add one dollar
to the real estate values, supposed to be
affected.

Even if this be true, however, it is a
most extraordinary course to make war
upon any trade interest of this city at
a time when all our energies are need-

ed to build up instead of tearing down.
Itis probable that the loop ordinance,
even ifitbecomes a law, willbe totally
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ineffective. The street ratrway com-
pany is not likely to comply with Its
provisions unless under compulsion,

which may or may not be possible to
apply. But-the whole unfortunate af-
fair explains why progress should be
less rapid thafn we desire to see it in
a community whose most energetic

work is devoted to a civil war between
its own interests, which could be of no
substantial benefit even to the victors.

I*PESSIMISTIC MOOD.
The president of the Chicago univer-

sity having sent out a circular contain-
ing a list of questions as to what prep-
aration best fits a man for journalism,
the editor of the New York Evening
Post answers him in a pessimistic vein.
He observes that these inquiries con-
template mental acquisitions in lan-
guages, mathematics, sciences and his-
tory, together with a grounding in the
principles of ethics and moral philoso-
phy, as part of a newspaper man's
equipment. This, says the ruler of the
sanctum, is a total misapprehension.

He sets forth, in the admirable English
and polished'sarcasm of both of which
he is a master, the qualities which
seem to be found most desirable in
the modern journalist. He says that
"all these things are of high value to
a man as a man. To a journalist, as a
means of obtaining a place, they are
of no use whatever." He says that these
qualifications are not in demand in
any newspaper office with which he is
acquainted, and thereby, we think, re-
flects unjustly upon his own; in which
ability, cleanliness in thought, purity

in language and high ideals unques-
tionably prevail. He draws a gloomy
picture of practical journalism. "The
country journalist's career is," he says,

"as a rule, one of penury and depend-
ence upon party advertising, subsidies
and local vanity." The lot of the city

man is far more unhappy. For journal-
ism there, says the Post, "what is of
value, after readiness in writing, is
capacity for imaginary descriptions, for
inventing amusing accounts of small
and filthy incidents, for abuse or ridi-
cule of prominent persons, and enter-
prise in poking into and reporting
private affairs."
Itseems to us that the able editor of

the Post generalizes too readily from a
comparatively limited experience and
passes too easily from the particular to
the universal. We can understand read-
ilyhow a man who is a^Journalist be-
cause he loves his work and believes
in it, and who must live and serve his
public under the shadow of those two
temples of vulgarity and crime from
which issue the World and the Journal,
should be inclined to take this view.
The strongest argument toward con-
vincing one that there can be really
such a thing as a decadent age, and
that we are livingin it,is found in the
existence and at least temporary* suc-
cess of such newspapers as now com-
mand the ear and eye of the New York
public. Journalism is, indeed, save for
a few honored examples like the Post,

a lost art in the metropolis of this
country. One may pardon the pessi-

mistic view when he sees real news-
papers like the Times and the Tribune,
which, however narrow and limited
their scope, are at least clean and
fairly reliable, losing circulation and
trembling on the brink of perpetual

bankruptcy, because their constitu-
ency has taken to buying the spotted

sheets that vend their malodorous
wares daily to readers that they can
count by hundreds of thousands. Itis
a depressing and terrible situation. It
cannot long continue without perma-
nently lowering the mental and moral
tone of a public that patronizes or even
permits the existence of such libels
upon journalism.

After all, however, New York is not
the United States, and we are not ready

to believe that there are many commun-
ities inwhich newspapers would be per-
mitted to promote crime by picture and
letter press, and <^uld thrive by so do-
ing. The country press does not warrant
the description- of it which we have
quoted. That is the too common metro-
politan view of the struggling exist-
ence of the local paper. Itis a faulty

and an incorrect view. Men are men,
and journals are journals the world
over. There is about the same percent-
age of folly and of moral obliquity ev-
erywhere. Yet we affirm unhesitating-
ly that the local press of this country
is today manned by men who, how-
ever limited may be their powers, and
however they may err in the discus-
sion of public questions, are, on the
whole, sincere, incorruptible and pa-
triotic in the service which they are
endeavoring to render, for an all too
limited compensation, to their public,

and through it to the world.
In other cities than in New York the

same is true. Just as London can of-
fer us illustrations of vices that are
unspeakable and almost unimaginable,
and that have, nevertheless, taken
such firm root in an old and rotten
soil that they cannot be extirpated, so
we believe that what is called journal-

ism in New York, when it appears in
the flashy papers that just now hold
the public ear and eye, is an excres-
cence denoting deep-seated disease,
and not an indication of the moral
constitution of the people. Outside of
New York, at least, no such news-
paper has appeared, and none, we be-
lieve, could maintain itself. On the
contrary, there has been a great gain

of late years in the tone of journalistic

work. Newspapers less frequently pan-
der to the vile and are recognizing with
greater unanimity that they need not
deprave their readers in order to win
or hold them. ItIs this which makes
journalism an honorable profession,
and the horrible defilement of it in
New York city nerves every man en-
gaged in newspaper work to new ef-
fort to save the occupation of his love
and faith from such a fall.

There is room and need in journal-

ism today for men well equipped In all
departments of thought and action. If
they" do not And the world waiting

for them with open arms, if they can-
not command big salaries, if they do
frequently find themselves, as the Post
asserts, subject to the orders of coarse
and brutal superiors, what is that, af-
ter all, but the common lot of men in

all pursuits? The world is far from the
ideal. It is a happier, and we believe

a worthier work, to strive to make it
so, and we feel sure itIs a more reason-
able, as well as a more wholesome view,
to think that all activities, journalistic

and other, are working, through va-
ried fortunes and happy and unhappy
fluotuations, toward a higher rather
than a lower plane.

A COWARDLY ERROR.
It appears likely that the action of

this government in the Cuban affair
will take the form of a disgraceful jin-
goism. We regret this all the more
deeply because we believe that the
hearts of the people are true and their
judgments sound. We believe that a
vast majority of Americans are today
in favor of active physical interven-
tion by the United States to protect

the Cuban people from extermination
and to secure for them the same meas-
ure of liberty that we enjoy. This is

the only manly, -patriotic or decent
thing for us to do. Instead of that, if
the policy mapped out by the senate
committee on foreign relations is to be
followed, we shall invite all the conse-
quences of a war w-ith Spain, and pos-
sibly with one or more other European
powers, on grounds which it is impos-

sible for us to justify or to maintain.
The resolution which has been ap-
proved by that committee acknowl-
edges the "independence of the repub-
lic of Cuba." Itcouples with this the
foolish and pusillanimous insult of
saying that the United States will use
its friendly offices to bring about an
end of the war between Spain and

Now, every reader of the newspapers
knows that there is no Cuban republic

to recognize. The thing exists only on
paper. Itis an imaginary state. Itpos-
sesses no capital, no seat of govern-
ment, no army or navy, no central
authority, nothing tangible but a name.
For the United States to "recognize"

this imaginary entity is to stultify it-
se_lf. Yet this action carries with it all
the consequences that would follow
such bravery and boldness as are fitted
to our national character and reputa-

tion. It is just as much a war meas-
ure as it would be for us to order our
fleets to take possession of Havana
and to throw every Spanish soldier out
of Cuba. We avoid nothing; we take
all the responsibility; but we choose
deliberately to do this in a fashion and
for a reason which cannot be justified,
instead of asserting manfully that wo
take our stand for humanity and jus-
tice, and defy the worst.

Above such low level we fear that it
is useless to expect our congress to rise.
Jingoism has the floor. Never was
there a better opportunity to discern
the abyss that lies between the jingo

and the patriot. The latter would say,
in this event, that we can no longer
loiter in silence and inaction while a
brave people are crushed by a malig-
nant force that may destroy but can-
not subdue them. Itwould say that the
United States owes a duty to humanity
and to itself and proposes to discharge
that duty, appealing to the God of na-
tions and accepting the consequences,
whatever they may be. The latter,
mouthing wordy declarations and lis-
tening for the approving murmur of an
unthinking populace, puts a shifty eva-
sion into the nation's mouth and sub-
jects us to every risk and every danger
that an honorable policy Involves, only
to put us in a position for which there
is no reason and no apology. It we
cannot prevent this evil mistake, we
can at least enter the indignant protest
which every patriot feels at this shame-
ful sacrifice of a nation's opportunity
and this debasement of the patriot's
plea to the politician's bid for votes
on a platform that will enable him to
claim that he was not responsible for
what might follow his ignoble declara-
tion.

XOT AT THE PtBIIC COST.
Naturally, the recent incident on the

cable line has stirred an active cam-
paign for such a change in the method
of reaching St. Anthony hill as will
make impossible any such lamentable
disaster in the future. The first form
which this takes is the proposition to
change the cable line to an electric
line running up Third street to Sum-
mit park, and thence up Summit av-
enue to Selby. It is a grave and
doubtful question whether this would
remove the element of danger. Before
any such move as this is agreed to it
should be demonstrated that electric
cars could be run with safety and nu-
der perfect control by the motorman
up and down the steep grades along
this route. These are so heavy that
the abilityof the company to operate a
line from them with safety is denied.
If,however, this proposition should de-
serve to be considered, there is one
condition which should be laid down
with emphasis. We do not find it, cu-
riously enough, in the ordinance pro-
posed for this purpose, nor has it so
far come to the front in the discus-
sion.

It is understood that to rUn an
electric line up Third street would in-
volve a considerable expenditure of
money. This portion of Third street is
so narrow that it is claimed that it
would be necessary to widen it in or-
der to accommodate a double track
line without danger to travel. If this
is true, then whatever sum it might
cost must be paid by the street rail-
way company, and not by the city. It
is not the city that is responsible for
the danger to life and limb. The
company willbe equally benefited with
the public by the change. Ifthe peo-
ple secure Immunity, the company will
be relieved from the payment of heavy
losses incident to such casualties as
have already happened on the Selby

incline. There is no more reason
why the public treasury should be ask-
ed to bear a share of this burden than
why it should purchase the poles and
wires necessary to carry a trolley line
up the hill.
It still seems most likely that the

only permanent and satisfactory solu-
tion of the difficulty will be to tunnel
the hill. The singular opposition of
corporations to plans that, although In-
volving an immediate expenditure, are
to our own advantage, is exhibited
iiV-4-his case. We think it could be
proved easily that if the street rail-

way company had made this a part of
its original plan,, and- Insisted upon
constructing a tunnel at Its own ex-
pense as a part of the cable line, it
would be money Inits pocket today. If
the cost of preparing the incline, build-
ing a retaining wall and keeping em-
ployes constantly engaged in sanding
the tracks and flagging the trains on
this steep descent were added to the
sums that have had to be paid for
wear and tear, for damage to property

and for injury to persons, we imagine

that it would largely exceed the origi-

nal first cost of a line that would have
been both safe and economical to op-
erate. When this work is done over
again now, itought to be done for all
time to come. And whatever expendi-
ture it requires should be paid by the
company which enjoys so valuable a
franchise, and not by the people, who
certainly have the right to safe
transit.

THE DECLINE OF THE ADVENTURE
STORY.

A writer in the New York Press, who
professes to have had his finger on the
pulse of the book trade, comes forward
to tell us that the decline of the "swash-
buckler romance" has at last begun.
This is reassuring news, indeed. For
the last three years the tale of ad-
venturqus action has reigned supreme
in current literature. The first books
of the sort were a refreshment and a
change, and had the imitators of Wey-
man combined the study of character
with the delineation of action, as he
did in "A Gentleman of France," the
day of their supremacy might have
been a longer one. Probably it was
for our sins that the literature of gore
came upon us in such a deluge. Before
its arrival, in America at least, the
school of Mr. Howells had been su-
preme. With the best will in the world
toward Mr. Howells' novels, it cannot
be claimed that they stir the pulses
or penetrate to the deeps of the soul.
As far as they go in their delineation
of life and character, they are good,
but their range is narrow and action is
practically non-existent in them. It
was inevitable that there should be a
violent reaction and that for a time
the romance of action should have
downed the novel of character. But the
latter, It seems, is rising again and
with fresh strength, from its over-
throw. "Theron Ware" is more pop-
ular than the "Heart of the Princess
Osra;" "Sentimental Tommy" and "Sir
George Tressady" have far outstripped
the "Gray Man" and "KingNoannett."
After all, "the proper study of man-
kind is man," and tales of blood and
battle have but a limited usefulness
as compared with those delineating the
strife of the spirit. Itis well that the
novel of character is again in the
ascendant, and more than well, if the
writers of it have taken to heart the
lesson of their brief eclipse and real-
ized that to hold the attention of the
public a novel must have action of
some sort, vigor, strength and sinew.

What opposing and contradictory
forces are at work when the human face
Is formed and the intellect put in behind
it that makes the face no reliable indi-
cator of the mental powers it conceals?
The harmonies would require that the
strong intellect be given a head and
features comporting with its qualities,
while the face of the man or woman
weak in intellect and morals should
be an unfailing index of tiiat lack of
character so that all men might read
it. But while some pretend to skill in
reading the mind and its traits from
the face, we all have to confess, after
repeated disappointments which flatly

contradict our first impressions, that
we can know nothing of .the real per-
son who dwells in hiding behind the
facial mask until we have "summered
and wintered" with it, and often not
even then. The sour-visaged person
turns out a sweet-tempered one, while
the face that denotes angelic sweet-
ness merely masks a Xantippe. The
confidence man is always one of frank
countenance and engaging manners,
while the man with the brand of Cain
on his face proves to be one of the
truest of the true.

Nor do faces and heads give any
truer indication of mentality. Carlyle's
comment on a most distinguished head
on the body of a field hand, "great
possibilities much marred," was not
warranted by any experience of men.
One of our state insane asylums a few
years ago had as a patient a m£n of
massive head, the brow of a philoso-
pher, who did not know enough to eat
the food put before him, but whose
jaws automatically worked when the
attendant opened them and pushed the
food in. A reporter of a city paper
showed an eminent detective photo-
graphs of some of our distinguished
literary men, Howells' among them,
and the detective selected Howells' as
indicating a remarkable criminal. A
New York clergyman, preaching to the
convicts on Blackwell's island, noted
several faces Inhis audience indicating
great intelligence, and, pointing them
out to the keeper after service, asked
if they were not college graduates.
To his dismay but one of them was,
while three of the most repulsive and
vicious-looking men in the lot were
such. One of the most intellectual of
those who caught the preacher's eye
was a tough who, the keeper said, "had
been on the island off and on ever
since he was a kid."

That there is no definite law of as-
signment is shown as much by the
coincidences of bright mentalities be-
hind intellectual faces as, at the other
extreme, there are faces that accurately

index the stupidity behind them. Is
there nothing in these fits and misfits
to give support to the theory of esoteric
Buddhisr.i that we merely provide in
our children habitations for reincar-
nated beings coming back from Kir-
vachan for another birth and lifeJour-
neyIHow else can we account for a
Socrates wearing the face of a Caliban,
the kindest of hearts Joined to the
most repulsive of faces, or the coldest
of criminals wearing the visage of a
saint? We may speautate as we will,
but the fact remains that no man's
face is a table of the contents of his
mind.

MISFIT FACES AND MINDS.

50 USE TO RESIGN
ADMINISTRATION WIL.I, >OT RE A

PARTT TO THIS KIND OF
TRICKERY.

FOURTH CLASS POSTMASTERS

WHO THINK TO CIRCI.MVENT RE-
PIBLICAN OFFICE SEEKERS

CALLED DOWN.

THE FOl'R YEAR RILE IN FORCE.

No ChntiK-oN Will Be Mude Except
in Coses ot Absolute Ne-

eeMlir.

Special to the Globe.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 19.-"There has

been no bad faith, and there will be
no bad faith by this administration,"
said First Assistant Postmaster Gen-
eral Maxwell, today.

Congressman Hepburn, of lowa, call-
ed to inquire concerning the attitude
of the administration towards fourth-
class postmasters who are now send-
ing in their resignations, and recow-
mending their successors. Mr. Max-
well continued:

"From the beginning of the present
administration the rule has prevailed
that fourth-class postmasters shall not
be* removed, except for cause, until they
have served for four years. That is
the legal limit for presidential post-
masters and the president thought that
It would be in the interest of the pub-
lic services, and a bar to the spoils
system, if the same rule should rJe ap-
plied by executive action, towards
fourth-class postmasters; and the rula
has been rigidly observed.

"You may remember, Col. Hepburn
"

I continued Mr. Maxwell, "that Gen.
Clarkson wielded his official axe very
efficiently and actively during the firstyear of the Harrison administration.
The result was the appointment of
about forty thousand Republican
fourth-class postmasters. Well, during
the first year of my administration of
this office, Idiligently endeavored to
keep pace with him, and removed
about the same number of fourth-claea
postmasters, placing Democrats in theirplaces. But Iwas simply removing
men who had served four years. When
that period of activity was over, I
settled down to a close observance of
the four-year rule in all cases. Look
over your own congressional district,
and see if it has not been so there. It
has been so throughout the entire coun-
try."

"Yes, that is true as to my district,"
responded Col. Hepburn.

"Now Iunderstand the situation,"
said Mr. Maxwell. "The Demoeratio
fourth-class postmasters, who

"
have

held office for nearly four years, know
that a Republican administration is
coming in, and they expect to be re-
moved and have Republican postmas-
ters appointed in their places. Th«y
are finding men in their neighborhoods!,
Who are willing to pay them good
prices for their postoffice fixtures, pro-
vided they can be appointed to suc-
ceed the present incumbents. Conse-
quently, they are resigning, or send-
ing in their resignations, expecting
that this administration will appoint
their successors on their recommenda-
tions. They are looking to their own
personal profit in this matter. But
they are counting upon the impossi-
ble.

"The present incumbents of fourth-
class postoffice© must hold their po-
sitions until the next administration
appoints their successors. When you
read in the newspapers that certain
postmasters are being appointed, you
may be sure that they are appointed in
the place of Republicans who have
held office for four years during tha
present administration; or else, they
are appointed in place of postmasters
removed for cause.

Col. Hepburn went to the capitol and
asked several Republican congressmen
about their districts, and in each case
he found that fourth-class postmas-
ters appointed by Gen. Clarkson had
been allowed to hold their places for
four years, just as has been the case
in his lowa district. He then said:
"Inever knew anything more fair andjust. Ibelieve that this system will
prevail under the next administration.
It seems to be fair to the postmasters
of both political parties, and is in ac-
cordance with the spirit of the civil
service law. The determination of Mr.
Maxwell to prevent incumbent post-
masters from naming their successors,
in advance of McKinley's inaugura-
tion, is highly commendable.

HATE TO BE SLIGHTED,

Honse Committee on Library Will
Fight for Their Report.

Special to the Globe.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 19.— Two news-

paper men in congress are fullof fight,
and intend to have what Lord Dun-
dreary calls "a wumpus and a wow."
Both of them are from New York,
and botht of them possess forensic as
well as literary ability. Amos J. Cum-
mings and Lemuel Ely Quigg are mem-
bers of the house committee on the
library, of which committee, Mr. Har-
nier, of Philadelphia, is chairman.
During the last session of congress the
committee was authorized to hold spe-
cial meetings and make recommenda-
tions to congress for the government
of the new congressional library.
Two weeks before the present session
of congress began, Messrs. Harmer,
Cummings and Quigg appeared in
Washington and began a thorough in-
vestigation of the subject, having be-
fore them eminent librarians of the
country. The result of their work was
embodied in a report to the house,
through the committee on appropri-
ations. The latter committee has com-
pletely ignored the work of the com-
mittee on the library, and presented a
new report. Mr.Harmer has said noth-
ing, as yet, but Cummings and Quigg
are rampant. Mr. Cummings says:
"Our committee worked under author-
ity fron>the whole house of representa-
tives, and not under authority from the
committee on appropriations. We will
not submit to such autocratic domina-
tion from a committee of the house
without strenuous opposition." Mr,
Quigg has introduced a bill covering all
of the points recommended by the com-
mittee on the library, and will offer it
as an amendment to the legislative
appropriation bill. Quigg and Cum«
mings are full of fireworks, and will
make things interesting on the floor of
the house when the bill is under dis-
cussion.

Postoflice Receipts Decrease.
Special to tho Globe.

WASHINGTON. Dec. 19.—Postmaster Gen-
eral Wilson today gave out a statement of
leceipts at tho St. Paul and Minneapolis post-
offices for the month of November, 18%, com-pared with the same period of 1895. Itshows
decreases at both offices, attributable to tfiaunsettled business conditions incident to tho
elections. The St. Paul receipts aggregated
$32,985 during November, 1830, and $35.«6T
in the same month of last year. Jhls 13 a
decrease of $2,682, or 7.5 per cent. At Min-
neapolis the receipts were $41,572 and $4!, 464,
respectively, a decrease of $2,831, or 6.5 per
cent.

Admitted to Practice.
Special to the Globe.

WASHINGTON. Dec. 19.—Enoch Johnson,
of St. Paul, and Patrick J. Russell, of Crooks*
ton, Minn.; Michael H. Brennan, of DevlisLake, N. D.. and Ira C. Kingsbury, of Hart-ford, S. D., have been admitted to practice as
attorneys and agents for claimants bef<H*6 the
Interior department.


