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MOVEMENTS OF STEAMSHIPS,

NEW YORK—Arrived: Havel, Bremen;
Germanice, Li I
3 A

New York.
ree, New York.
AKWATER—Arrived: II-

York.

SOUTHAMPTON—St. Paul passed Needies
from New York Feb. 10, detained by fog.
Trave, New York for Bremen, reported out-
side - Needles, detained by fog.

S —— =

King George seems bent on reducing
Crete to a Greece spot.

S e R Y

It is beginning to dawn on every-

body that our battleships are safest

when in dry dock. 1
T 0 e AR O S

The people will have a day of re-
Joicing when either Carnegie or Rock-
efeller swallows the other.

el S S et T T e

Mr. Cleveland’s first day out of office
next month will be Friday. Friday
never was a very lucky day anyhow.

The big cut in the price of steel rails |
will not make railroad fares any cheap- |

er to the tramps who ride on the
trucks.
i Vi on O S M e D
Jonah's trip in the belly of the

whale must have been much like a
voyage in the hold of the battleship
Texas.

The next bout between Joseph J.
fecCardy and the people is booked for
May, 1898. The betting is already 12
to 1 on the people.
= e §

The sugar trust has demanded that !
Maj. McKinley name an attorney gen-
eral to its liking. He may not be able
to hear the octopus.
e~ HA T

Affairs are getting interesting in the-
atrical circles. A theater trust is in
existence, and another combination is
forming to break the trust.

e L i LS

A sea serpent three inches long was
found in Chicago drinking water yes-
terday. It would have been longer if it
had been longer in the water.

——
Gen. Gomez refuses to discuss Cuban
reform with Gen. Weyler. Gomez evi-
dently thinks Weyler wouldn’t know
reform if he met it in the road.
—_—————

The Rev. J. O. Wilson, of New York,
is the first to 2cocuse the Almighty of
running a bank. He said the Bradley
Martins spent money borrowed from
God.

g s

Dan Stuart announces that the Cor-
bett-Fitzsimmons fight will occur in
Carson City, but emphatically denies
that it will come off in the state cap-
itol.

S

It is said Bushnell may yet appoint
Hanna United States senator. In that
event the senate will contain the best
three that ever happened—Hanna,
Platt and Quay.

~ T

The Kentuckians are constantly
springing novelties. A Bourbon mob
took a man to the woods and got ready
to hang him, but relented. Now the
victim bobs up with a suit for $30,000
damages against the mob.

We hear a lot of talk these days
about arbitration and universal peace,
and yet the largest employer of labor
in the world, Frederick Alfred Krupp,
has 25,000 men manufacturing cannon
and other munitions of war,

Lo e

The action of the house of represent-
atives yesterday in declaring Mr. Hall
entitled to retain his seat was the most
commendable thing of the session. The
applause of the state is due the house
for its rise above partisanship to do an
act of justice,

o

It is suggested for the benefit of a
8t. Paul paper that hereafter the
name of the author of “Richelieu” be
printed in conspicuous letters on the
loecal theatrical programmes whenever
Bulwer's drama is presented. If Shakes-
peare had not died before Cardinal
Richelieu flourished, he might have.

written a play around the old fox,:’pgj,j:
as it Is, Bulwer had a better chance]

| money.

SILVER ISSUE ECHO

FINANCIAL DEBATE UNEXPECTED-
LY PRECIPITATED IN THE
HOUSE

TERRITORIAL FUNDING BILL

PASSED AFTER A “SOFT MONEY”
AMENDMENT HAD BEEN ADDED
ONTO 1T,

SILVER MEN AND GOLD CONTRACTS,

Mr. Hartman, of Montana, Denied
His State Did Not Practice What
It Preached.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.—The house
tcday passed the fortifications appro-
priation bill with but a single amend-
nment and made some headway with the
postoffice appropriation bill. But the
major portion of the day was consumed
in a political debate on the financial
question which was precipitated by an
inrocent provision in a bill providing
for funding the debt of the territories.
The bill aroused the opposition of Mr.
McMillin (Dem., Tenn.) because it
provided for gold bonds and the pay-
ment cf interest in gold or its equiva-
lent.

Mr. Knox (Rep., Mass.) said that the
stipulation regarding gold bonds ap-
plied only to Arizona, which had out-
standing gold bonds te be refunded. Mr.
Payne (Rep., N. Y.) said he saw no
reason why the other territories should
not be permitted to issue gold bonds.
He said this bill bore no relation to
the question of whether we should put
gold in the bonds of the United States.
He had:voted to put gold in the bonds,

he added, when the administration put |
the country in a position where not to |

do so would cost the people $12,000,000.
Congress refused, and now the tax-
payers would have to pay those $12,000,-
000.

“And yet yvou maintain,” interrupted
Mr. Terry (Dem., Ark.), “that we should
pay those bonds in gold, although we
paid $12,000,000 for the privilege of pay-
ing them in silver.”

“Every one maintains—almost every
one maintains,” replied Mr. Payne,

_Shisk- e Ponds are; payatie 1a. gold. | scale, and the balance is to be re-esti-

Even the late Democratic candidate

appropriated was a free gift to the
railroad company.
He gave notice that he would tomor-

tion. Mr. Swanson (Dem., Va.) defend-
ed the apprepriation, which he declared
furnished a fast mail service on a trunk
line for the distribution of mail
throughout the Southern states. It
was, he said, an inestimable service to
this se tion. The committee then rose
and ar 5:10 the house adjourned.

DIPLOMATIC BILL PASSED,

Time for a Vote on the Immigration
Report Fixed.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.—The senate
tcday passed the diplomatic and con-
sular appropriation bill and fixed next
Wednesday at 4 p. m, as the time for
a final vote on the immigration confer-
enrce report. These were the only fea-
tures of the open session, which was cut
short early in the day by the executive
session on the arbitration treaty. The
diplomatic and consular bill as passed
carries §1,645,308, a slight increase on
minor items on the house bill.

Mr. Morgan questioned the items in
the bill of $10,000 for a minister to Ni-
caragua, Costa Rica and Salvador, and
$10,000 for a minister to Guatemaia and
Honduras. It was understood, he said,
| that a union had been formed by three
| of these countries, and that our minis-
| ters to Nicaragua, Honduras and Sal-
vador had lost their respective func-
tions as their foreign offices had been
closed. Mr. Hale, in charge of the bill,
sald the question would have to be set-
tled later. Our ministers were in act-
ual service in those countries, and
would have to be paid. If the union
discontinue these places, the depart-
ment would have to discontinue the
salaries at a suitable time,

Mr. Morgan did not press the objec-
tion, saying his only purpose was to
have the public understand the peculiar
conditions.

NO PINE FRAUDS,

Secretary Francis Thinks Inaccara-
cies Are Due to Inexperience.

WASHINGTON, Feb, 11.—Secretary
Francis’' attention was called today to
statements to the effect that Mr,
Wright’s report on the investigation
of the pine land estimates would, if it
were made public, show collusion be-
tween the estimators and purchasers.
In reference to this he said:

“lI cannot see that the report shows
any collusion or fraud in recent esti-
mates of timber on the reservaticns.
The statement that the report shows
gross inaccuracies in the Douglass es-
timates is true. This, however, does
not necessarily indicate fraud, but may
be, and probably is, due to inex-
perience. I have decided to submit a
contract to probably the heaviest pur-

chaserr whose purchases are unap-

| proved, that all timber cut during the

for vice president (Sewail) who ran on |

a silver platform, held gold bonds, and
the silver mine owners who were ram-
prant for free silver sentiment wrote
‘gold’ in their notes.”

Mr. Hartman (Rep., Mont.) indignant-
ly denied this statement, but Mr.
Payne insisted that he was right. He
said the -Western debtcrs, in order to
get money at a respectable rate of in-
terest, were obliged to agree to pay

winter is to be paid for according to

mated in the spring. He is to pay for
this timber at the rate of $3 per 1,000
feet. This is the fairest solution of
the problem that I could devise in view
of the statements made by Mr. Shevlin
and Maj. Baldwin, and contained in
Mr. Wright's report. Maj. Baldwin's

of the Leech Lake estimates is true. I
have added to his duties as Chippewa

| commissioner to this extent for the rea-

principal and interest in gold. He said |
D D 2 | resolution calling for Wright’s report,

he believed every United States bond
should be pald in goild.

Mr.
Mr. Payne.
believers in free silver was not

qucstioned because some of them, in;

loaning their money, made gold con-

tracts. Silver had by law been de-
prived of its legitimate function as
mcney. Gold had been given special

privilege. Siiver was mere token
Why, he argued, should a busi-
ness man abandon the business advan-
tage which the law gave him because
of his conviction that as a matter of
policy silver should be remonetized.

Mr. Walker (Rep., Mass,), chairman
of the committee on banking and cur-
rency, declared it was as notorious as
that the sun shines that there were
certain states of the Union, whose
monetary system was beyond the reach
of congressional legislation. There
were seven states where all transac-
tions were in gold, and yet it was
curious, he said, that the represen-
tatives from those states on this flcor
sought to compel the rest of the Unioi.
to take

FIFTY-CENT DOLLARS.

He insisted that congress shouid not
interfere with private contracts. He
urged the house to vote down an
amendment that had been submitted
by Mr. McMillin (Dem., Tenn.), which
was as follows:

Provided, that the principal and in-
terest of the bonds funded under this
act shall be payable in any lawfui
money -of the United States except
the Arizona bonds, above described,
heretofore issued.

Mr. Bartlett (Dem., N. Y.), who de-
seribed himself as a gold Democrat,
warned the house that the adoption of
this amendment was equivalent to a
declaration in favor of ‘“‘soft money.”

Mr. Lacey (Rep., To.) deplored the
fact that a financial debate had been
precipitated by the bill, and expressed
the hope that this bill would not be
run ashore and wrecked on the silver
coast.

Mr. Hartman again got the floor to
deny the statements of Mr. Walker,
who, he said, had furnished “more
misinformation to the world on the
question than all the rest of the house.”
He Insisted that gold contracts were
not made in his state, and read one
cof the fifteen letters from cashiers of
banks in his state, all denying gold
contracts. His correspondent said he
had been in the banking business for
twenty years and had never seen a
gold note.

In justification of this statement Mr.
Walker produced and read some gold
notes made in Utah and California.
He said he regretted it, if he had made
a mistake In enumerating the seven
states, but he insisted there were seven
states where practically all time ob-
ligations were payable in gold.

Mr. McMillin’s amendment was agreed
to, 149-7, after which the bill passed.

The house then went into committee
of the whole and took up the postoffice
appropriation bill. Mr. Loud (Rep.,
Cal.) in charge, said there was some
question about the justice of the
present method of determining the
cuoimipensation  to be given to
the wvarious railroads for carry-
ing mails. Congress could do nothing
but fix the maximum compensation. It
was within the power of the pocstmaster
general to devise methods for obtain-
ing the transportation of the mails at
just and equitable rates. The cost of
the transportation of the mails during
the past eighteen years had been $308,-
000,000. Of this, $30,640.000 had gone to
the land grant roads which received 20
per cent less than non-aided roads.
Yet the transportation of mail wasg go
profitable to these land grant roads
at the reduced compensation, that they
had put on fast mail trains in order
to get the contracts. He thought all
the roads should be put on the same
basis. The non-aided roads could
afford to carry the mails at the rates
paid land grant roads. =

Mr. Bromwell (Rep., O.) a miember of

2 -postoffice committee, refused to

~his- assent to the subsidy given
-thé fast mail from New York to New
Orleans, He declared that the §196,000

son that he claimed that he could get
Letter and cheaper work than has
heretofore been done. The responsibil-
ity for this is upon him. As to Towne's

I will say that if he had called on me

T I would have been glad to talk over
Maguire (Dem., Cal.)) replied to !

He said the honesty of the |
to be |

the report with him. I do not want
to make a mystery of this report, but
only seek to protect the Indians and
the government in this matter, and
for that reason have not made it
publie.”

Republican Committee in Favor of
the MceKinley Schedule,

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.—The most
important decision agreed upon today
by the Republican members of the
ways and means committee, who are
working on the tariff bill, was to re-
store the McKinley duty on lead ores.
The McKinley rate is 1% cents a pound,
while the present duty is 3 of a cent.
It was decided also to change the law
upon the assaying of imported lead
ores, and, instead of having them as-
sayed at the port of entry, to admit
them under bond and have them as-
sayed at the assaying office nearesi
their destination. Copper, brass, gold
and silver were also restored to the
rates of the McKinley law, which are
35 per cent ad valorem on copper, 1%
cents a pound on brass and 30 per cent
ad valorem on gold and silver.

The committee also disposed of a
number of items among manufactures
of iron and steel by giving them spe-
cific rates equivalent to the present
ad valorem duties on them. This list
includes nails, spikes, tacks, needles,
horse shoes, nuts and washers, tacks,
brads, needles, rivets, engraved steel
plates, saws, screws, umbrella ribs.

MONEY FOR CANAL SURVEY.

Amendment to the Sundry
Civil Bill Reported,

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.—-Senator
Davis, from the committee on com-
merce, today reported with favorable
recommendation the amendment to tha
sundry civil bill, by Senator Davis,
making an appropriation for a survey
of a deep waterway between the great
lakes and Atlantic tidewater. The
amendment was amended so as to re-
quire an estimate of the cost of such a
canal as i8 required, as well as an ex-
amination and a survey, so as to make
$100,000 of the $150,000 appropriated im-
mediately available, and so as to re-
quire that the work be done by a
board of three army engineers. The
committee report is written and rec-
ommends that the survey should be
proceeded with as rapidly as possible,

Davis’

Eddy Hopes to Pass It.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.—Congressman
Eddy made an effort to secure the passage of
the senate bill extending the time for the
completion of the St. Paul, Minneapolls &
Manitoba rallway through the Leech Lake
reservation, but objection was made by Bailey,
of Texas. Mr. Eddy thinks he can get it
passed in the near future.

More Time for the D. & W,

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.—Chairman Sher-
man, of the house Indian committee, today
made a favorable report on the bill which
has already passed the senate, extending the
time for the completion of the Duluth & Win-
nipeg rallroad, or its successor, the Duluth,
Superfor & Western, through the Chippewa
and White Earth reservations, from three
to five years.

Kiefer's Friends at Work,

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.—A petition {8 be-
Ing circulated today in the interest of the
candidacy of Representative Klefer for com-
missioner of immigration. It is thought to-
day that Kiefer's chances for the appointment
are good.

Solid Backing for Hunt.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.—C. P. McKinney
has released Representative Heatwole from
his pledge to support him for public printer,
so that Editor Hunt will now have the back-
ing of every member of the Minnesota dele-
gation in-his race for this position,

Amidon Went Over,

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.—The senate judi-
clary committee today agreed unanimously
to report favorably the nomination of J. B,
Keaton to be associate justice of Oklahoma.
Keaton’s nomination has been held up since
Dec. 9 on the charge that he was

ed to perform the duties of ~off
The rth Dakota, went.

row move to strike out this appropria-_

IT MAY MEAN WAR

ENGLAND TAKES A VERY SERIOUS
VIEW OF THE CRETAN
SITUATION,

—_—

COLLISION IS  PROBABLE.

GREEKS AND TURKS LIKELY TO
GET TOGETHER iN OPEN
CONFLICT.:

THE WORK OF MASSACRE GOES ON.

Near Sitin Thirteen Villages Are in
Flames With the Christians the
Aggressors. 8

LONDON, Feb. 11.—The Pall - Mail
Gazette this afternoon says there is
reason to bhelieve that the government
of Great Britain regards the dispatch
of the Greek flotilla to Crete as a very
serious matter, and as likely to in-
volve the gravest consequences, add-
ing: “No intimation of the intentions
of Greece was conveyed to any of the
powers, and the preparations to carry
them into effect were carefully kept
secret. It may be confidently expected
that the Marquis of Salisbury will
adopt a very firm attitude, and that
immediate and vigorous steps will be
taken to neutralize the effect of
Greece’s action.”

A dispatch to the Times from Athens
says that the central Cretan commit-
tee is preparing to support the Cre-
tans with arms, ammunition and sup-
plies on a great scale. The first in-
stallment, it is added, sailed on
Wednesday with 600 armed Cretans.
The same dispatch states that the de-
parture cof the Greek torpedo flotilla
for the island of Crete was due to the
announcement that Turkish torpedo
boats had left the Dardanelles, and
that Turkish troops had embarked at
Salonica for Crete. The dispatch con-
cludes with the remark:

“It is possible that a direct collision
will occur between the Greek and Turk-
ish forces.”

A dispatch to the Times from Canea
says that the latest ~telegram from
Sitia reports thirteen villages now i
flames. Christians are Killing the
Mchammedan inhabitants. Those who
have succeeded in escaping from tne
scene of the massacres. are flocking to
Sitia, which is still in the possession
of the Turks. It is feared that this
news will produce a dangerous reaction
at Heraklion. It is probable that the
persistence of the Mohammedans in

i preventing the departure of Christians
claim that he has been placed in charge |

and foreigners will make necessary
active measures on .the part of the
commanders of the foreign fleet. An
Italian officer of the new gendarmerie
has gone to Kisami to investigate the
reports of the atrocities there. The
Italian  battleship Francesco Morosini
has arrived at the Canea harbor.

A dispatch to the Times from Con-
stantinople says that a‘special cabinet
council is now sitting at® Yildiz palace
for the purpose of discussing the situ-
ation in Crete.

A dispatch to the Times from Vienna
says that it is stated that Austria will
remonstrate with Greece against the
dispatch of a torpedo flotilla to Canea
under the command of Prince George.
The papers this morning are full of
long telegrams from European capitals
and editorials dealing with the gravity
of the situation in Crete and expressing
fears of a war between Turkey and
Greece.

A dispatch to the Chronicle from
Rome savs that the report that the
Russian fleet on the Black sea iIs ap-
proaching the Bosphorus has been con-
firmed. -

ENGLAND DOMINATES.

Her Fleet the Largest of Those at
Canea.

CANEA, Feb. 11.—A band of Moham-
medan families, which had been per-
mitted to leave here under agreement
with the Christians while proceeding
to Heraklion, escorted by troops, were
attacked by Christians and suffered
considerable loss. At present the Brit-
ish have three warshipgs and cruisers
in Cretan waters, carrying 1,483 men.
The French have three cruisers and
616 men, and the Russians have one
turret ship and an armored gunboat
with 720 men. Great Britain has the
advantage over the French and Rus-
sians combined, by an excess of 9,710
tons of warships, and 147 men. In ad-
dition to the above, Austria has one
armored cruiser with 450 men at an-
chor here. y

FRESH FLOTTILLA,

It Is All Ready to Set Sail From
Athens.

ATHENS, Feb. 11.—A fresh flotilla
of four torpedo beats is held in readl-
ness to sail for Crete, and reinforce-
ments of troops are being hurriedly
dispatched to the frontiers. The de-
parture of Prince George with the
first torpedo flotilla has aroused the
greatest enthusiasm in the provinces
as well as in this city. Patriotic dem-
onstrations are taking place in all
parts of Greece. The chamber has
voted 500,000 drachmas to aid the Cretan
refugees.

CONDITION IN CRETE.

Officinl Statement by Curzen in the
House of Commens.

LONDON, Feb. 11.—The parliamen-
tary secretary for the foreign office,
George N. Curzon answering a ques-
tion in the house of commons, concern-
ing the trouble in Crete, said that the
British consular reports showed that
there were seven hundred C ns
on the heights of Halepa and an un-
known number to the westward. He
added that the general temor of the
reports indicates *that the Christians
of that district were rather the as-
sailants than the attacked.

Continuing, Mr. Curzon said that the
British naval commander in Cretan
waters cabled on Sunday last that an
agreement had been made by which
the Christians were not to advance any
further. He had no information to
show that the Turkish authorities had
armed or encouraged the Mussulmans.
A Mussulman mob, Mr. Curzon also
said, had forcibly seized the rifles in
the arsenal at Candia, two Turkish
guards being killed in the affray.

Six Christians  Killed.

ATHENS, Feb. 11.—Later advices from
Canea show that six Christians have been
killed or wounded in the fighting around the
convent of Chrisopygi, near Canea, and that
ten Mussulmans have been killed.

Insurance Assignment.

MILWAUKEE, Wis., Feh., 11.—T
sin Odd Fellows’' Mutual Life 1
pany, which was organized in - made an
assignment today for the benefit of
itors, and John L. Fulton, of
bonds of $55.000 is the
charge of the ‘company’'s &
offices in the Hathway :
year over 5,000 members
crippled the F
pay its

not | yesterday was: -
| “There

ABRAHAM LINCOLN IN ISGO.

ORE POOL IS DOOMED

IT STANDS IN LINE OF THE CYCLOVE
WHICH WRECKED THE STEEL
TRUST.

WAR ON THE MESABA RANGE

IS SURE TO RESULT FROM
NEW CONDITION OF AF-
FAIRS.

THE

NO MORE TALK OF A TARIFF.

Prices on Finished Products Lower
Since the Break Than in
England.

CHICAGO, Feb. 11.—The Tribune to-
day says: The Iron Ore association,
which has controlled prices and fixed
the output of Lake Superior iron mines,
stands directly in the track of the
cyclone which has swept away every
combination and pool in the iron and
steel trade for the division of business
and the maintenance of prices.

What the Rockefeller-Carnegie com-
bination will do in the ore pool will
Lecome manifest within a fortnight.
The first announcement will be in the
shape of large sales of ore for delivery
during the coming season of navigation
without regard to the pool.

Even more important than the col-
lapse of the steel rail pool, which was
scattered to the winds on Monday, will
bhe the termination of the ore pool. It
will mean a terrific war on prices by
all the iron mining companies of
Northern Michigan and Minnesota.

EFFECT OF ORE POOL COLLAPSE.

Towns now prosperous in these re-
gions will be affected. Mines which
have produced mountains and made
millionaires may be given over to rot-
ting timbers and rusty pumps. The
population of the iron mining regions
of the north will be shifted in the
migration of miners to new fields. The
stories of privation and suffering which
the iron districts of the north have
several times given to the world since
the panic of four years ago may be
retold in the working out of the
changes which must come with free
competition between the great mining
companies.

‘While the end of the steel rail pool
brings a reduction of wages it also
brings more work, but in the mines
new fields of labor are far away, and
in the development of the Mesaba
range far less men are required to
produce the ore than in the old mines,
which have furnished largest employ-
ment to miners in the past.

QUESTION AS TO ORE POOL.

There is serious question if the iron
ore pool has not already gone. In
previous winters the production of
every important mine in the Lake Su-
perior region had been allotted and
prices fixed long before this time In
February. As yet no allotment has
been made and no prices fixed for the
coming season. Meetings have been
held at Cleveland, but they have been
fruitless In reaching an agreement.
The larger companies, belleving a gi-
gantic war cannot be averted, appear
to be indifferent over the results of
these sessions.

On all sides the sentiment was gen-
eral yesterday that the ore pool could
not be saved, and identically that the
same Influences which have wrecked
every iron and steel combination in
existence at the beginning of the year
will prevent the iron mining companies
from reaching an agreement.

PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT.

In the war the two great companies
will be the Minnesota Iron company,
with headquarters in this city, and the
Lake Superior consolidated mines, con-
trolled by John D. Rockefeller. Both
operate in the Mesaba range, above
Duluth, in Minnesota, although the
Minnesota company has heavy inter-
ests in the Vermillion range also. Their
railroads reach the same region, and
some of their properties adjoin eaclh
other. Further to the westward is the
Mahoning mine, owned by Pennsylva-
n'a iron manufacturers.

While every range in the Lake Su-
perior region will be vitally affected
by the outbreak of hostilities, the bat-
tle ground will be the Mesaba range,
where the leaders meet,

President D. H. Bacon, of the Min-
nesota Iron company, said yesterday
that he knew of no agreement cover-
ing the output of the mines or prices
for 1897. He expected a larger demand
for steel, and perhaps an export trade.
This would certainly call on the mines
for more ore.

PRESIDENT BACON'S VIEW.
All Mr. Bacon would say regarding
the impending st le in the ommde

0 tons of ore in

sight in the Mesaba range. The
Rockefeller holdings, either in fee or
under lease, including the fee of the
Mountain Iron mine, which has been
recently leased to the Carnegie Steel
company, no doubt approximate 100,-
000,000 tons. The rest is held by people
who have no connection with Mr.
Rorckefeller's interests.”

Asked regarding his idea of the break-
up of the steel pool, Mr. Bacon said
that the tendency throughout the coun-
try is to get the cost of products down
nearer to that in other countries.

Two tons of iron ore can be mined
now in the Lake Superior region for
every one.that can be sold. Over two
tons of steel rails can be made for
every one used by the railroads.
this unlimited capacity which will give
such boundless opportunity for war-
fare. Either of the great companies on
the Mesaba range could flood the mar-
ket with ore once the contest has be-
gun.

No one was brave enough yesterday
to predict the cutcome. A permanent
lowering of the price of steel seemed
niost likely. °

EFFECT ON TARIFF TALK.

One marked effect of the collapse of
the steel pool has been to stop all talk
about raising the tariff on iron ore,
fron and steel. Less than six months
ago this was the .moving thought in
the trade and was one of the things
it was thought could be depended upon
with the election of Mr. McKinley. At
prices now ruling, steel rails could be
shipped direct to England and laid
down in English roadbeds.

Most men in the trade admitted that
any hope of improvement from the
tariff was now over. A Chinese wall
of a prohibitory duty would do no good.
Even if the pool could be put together
again, the effect of the war would be
to arouse public sentiment against an
irrcrease in schedules on iron products.

CARNEGIE SERENE.

Andrew Is Net Afraid of an Open
Competitiom.

PITTSBURG, Pa., Feb. 1l.—Andrew
Carnegie arrived in the city last night,
and was closeted today with the offi-
cials of the Carnegie Steel Co., limited,
denying himeelf to all interviewers.
None of the officials of the company
would express themselves upon the
recent collapse of the billet and rail
pool, and the threatened dissolution of
the iron ore combination. The ircn
and steel market is in a highly agitated
state over the presemnt condition, but it
is evident that the Carnegie company
is by no means worried over the pros-
pects of open markets with the flercest
competiticn. A prominent steel manu-
facturer said: ‘“As far as low prices
on billets and steel rails are concern-
ed, it is generally ccnceded that the
Carnegies are prepared to compete un-
der any conditions. The recent com-
pletion of the two largest blast fur-
naces in the world by which the cost
of pig iron is reduced; their alliance
with the coke interests and the fact
that they are paying a wage scale
which contains a 10 per cent bonus
that can be taken off at any time, gives
them an advantage that is conceded in
iron and steel circles.

“A matier that is interesting the trade
particularly at this time is the question
whether the iron ore combination can
withstand the influence that has been
wrecking the combinations on finished
productions. Last year the output cf
ore was proportioned among the
mines with the view of limiting the
production to 10,000,000 tons, and put-
ting the price up from $2.90 per ton to
$3.90 and sustaining it at that point.
This was accomplished throughout the
year, but it had as a sustaining in-
fluence the steel rail, billet and beam
pcols, which kept up the price of fin-
ished products. The recent 50-year lease
of the Mountain Iron mine in the Mesa-
ba range from the Rockefeller interests
by the Carnegle Steel company, may
prove a large factor in the ore pool.
It will enable this company to secure
a large amount of its ore at a decided
advantage, and this advantage will be
erhanced by the low railroad rates on
the Butler & Pittsburg railroad, which
the Carnegie company is building from
Pittsburg to the lakes.” .

Soft Coal Pooi.

CLEVELAND, O., Feb. 11.—An evening
paper says: At a secret meeting held in
this city yesterday, there was consummated
an agreement that will practically control the
soft coal product of the state. It was de-
cided to establish a single sales agency for
all of the Ohio bituminous coal producers.
The details of that arrangement were not
completed, but they will be, it Is expected,
at a meeting _to be held in Chicago next
Tuesday.
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INCENDIARY

BLAZE.

Property to the Value of £100,000
Destroyed.

DALLAS, Tex., Feb. 11.—An Incendiary fire
at Plano, Tex., started at 3 o’clock this morn-
ing and burned nearly thirty buildings, In-
cluding the business part of the city. The
loss is upward of $100,000, with practically
no insurance. The postofiice was destroyed,
but the malls were saved. Most of the burned
stores were located in three different biocks
on Main and Mechanies streets.

———————— e
Vailuable Autographs Stolen,

WASHINGTON, Feb. 11.—Philip McElhone,
son of the late J. J. McElhone, for years of-
ficial reporter of the house of represerfiatives,
and Louis M. Turner, both employes of the
congressional library, have b2en arrested by
secret service officers, charged with larceny
of autograph  letters from t library. Both
men_assert their innocence and were held by
the United States cominissioner in $3,000 bail,
m m s “llh . 3 3
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HANNA HUST BEIHIT

M'KINLEY DETERMINED TO HAVE
THE REPUBLICAN BOSS IN
WASHINGTON

IN SENATE OR CABINET.

IF HE CANNOT SUCCEED SHE'RMA”
THEN HE IS TO HAVE A
PORTFOLIO,

PRESIDENT-ELECT IN A DILEMMA,

The Ohio Situaatiom Becoming Very
Embnrranulng—Fnrnker Holds
the Keys,

WA'SHINGTON. Feb. 11.—The {im-
pression here is that no more cabinet
appointments will be made until the
Ohio situation is settled.

That Maj. McKinley has encountered
a serious obstruction in carrying out
his plars is evident. It is likewise evi-
dent that he is fully resolved to bring
Mark Hanna to Washington with him
when he comes here to take the reins
of government. 1If Hanna is not i: bhe
a senator then he must have a place
in the cabinet. A few assignments
will therefore be held in reserve S0
that Hanna can have an assortment to
select from. It would hardly do to fill
every place but one and give that to
the Cleveland boss at the last moment.
That would be humiliating, and Me-
Kinley would do almost anything to re-
lieve Hanna from embarrassment,

Only three appointme;nts have bean
authoritatively announced so far. Thesa
are Sherman for the state department,
Gage for the treasury and Aiger for
secretary of war. The assigntnents of
Sherman and Alger are subject to re-
vocation, but Gage is lcoked upon as
a fixture. It has been semi-officially
stated that McKenna, Long and Wil
son, of Iowa, will be in the cabiner,
and that they are slated, respectively,
or the interior, navy and agricuitural
departments. They will probably be o
assigned unless it becomes necessary to
reconstruct the cabinet. Ian that coun-
tingency one or more of them may be
left out.

It is not unusual for a president-eicct
to delay the completion of his cabiusat
until he is practically ready to take ihe
oath of office. It sometimes happens
that the slate as arranged by mm is
broken the day he is inaugurated,
Eight years ago Harrison did not have
his cabinet completed until within a
few hours of the time when he was re-
quired to go to the capitol and be
sworn into ofiice.

But McKinley is confronted with a
complication more .serious than uany
which has disturbed his predecessors.
They, at least, knew in a general way
who would constitute their cabin:t
when they came to Washington, and
only found it necessary after arriving
here to make certain changes in the
assignments of the various portiolios.

McKinley cannot definitely determine
who will compose his official house-
hold until Gov. Bushnell, of Ohio, in-
torms him who will be appointed Usgit-
ed States senator in Saerman’s place,
provided Sherman enters the cabinet.
1t is a somewhat trying situation in
which the president-elect finds himself.
He cannot force a declaration from
Bushnell, because the governor may
very properly decline to say what he
will do in regard to filling a vacs y
which does not exist. Sherman ec:
not take any chances by resigning now,
for to do so might aggravate the situ-
ation. Bushnell might promptly fill the
vacancy with a Foraker henchman and
then McKinley would be compelled to
put both Sherman and Hanna in the
cabinet. Viewed from any standpoint
the advantage is all with Foraker and
Bushnell.

However, it is stated tcday on good
authority that McKinley has provided
a plan by which he expects to ascer-
tain definitely within the next few
days just what are Bushnell’s inten-
tions respecting the Sherman succes-
sion. What the plan is is not stated,
but the friends of the president-elect
say he will know In a short time
whether or not Hanna will be appoint-
ed senator In the event that Sherman
accepts the state portfolio. As soon
as he secures this information, Maj.
McKinley will proceed with the work
of cabinet construction.

As has been stated Shermam will not
be in the cabinet unless positive as-
surances are given that Hanna will
named to succeed him in the senate.
Sherman is left out it is almost
tain that Alger’'s appoimiment wil
canceled.

For some reason the McKinley peo-
ple are now relying upon Foraker (o
make Bushnell take care of H .
On the other hand. Foraker's friends
here ‘“poch-poch’” the suggestion that
he will interest himself in Mark Han-
na’s political fertunes. They say if
McKinley is depending upon Foraker
to bring about a satisfaciory solution
of the Chio problem, he will be disap-
pointed.
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COMBINATION.

ORE

Some Question as to Whether It Wil
Survive. :

CLEVELAND, O., Feb. 11.—The col-
lapse of the stezl pool, and the sharp
Gecline in the prices was the ali-ab-
sorbing topic of conversation around
the offices of ore producers and iron
and steel manufacturers in this city to-
day. The ore producers have held
several meetings here during the past
two or three months, but in each casa
have adjourned without deciding upon
a policy or fixing prices for the pres-
ent year. Another meeting was to
have taken place here Feb, 16, but it
is stated that, for various reasons, it
has been postponed and will not he
held until toward the latter part of
the present month. It is expected then
that the ore men will either enter into
a joint agreement with regards to out-
put and prices, or will decide to let
each man shift for himself. John D.
Rockefeller has been represented in
the meetings of the ore producers here-
tofore held during the winter, and it
is understood will be represented at
the coming gathering this month. Tha
concensus of opinion among the larger
ore producers seems to be that there ara
now better reasons than ever why the

operators should enter into an agree-'

ment. It is pointed out that, with the
collapse of the steel pool and the de-
moralization of prices in finished goods,
there must necessarily be big increase
in consumption on account of buyers
desiring to take advantage of the low
prices. This .wlill, of course, stimulato
the demand for ore, and the operators,
while admitting that thelr prices should
largely be regulated by quotations on
the finished product, believe that they
should now, of all times, work together
harmoniously.

One of the largest ore producers
on Lake Superior sald today that, be-
yond the faet that Mr. Carnegie had

or two mines, he felt confident that

there had been no further deal be-

tween them, but that all the talk about

consolidation of interests or working

arrangement between the two was
without foundation, fiag .

leased from John D. Rockefeller onge'
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