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TODAY'S WEATHER.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—Forecast for Tues-
day: Minnesota Fair in the morning, local
snows in the evening or night: southerly j
winds and wanner in western portion.

Wisconsin—Partly cloudy; southerly winds, j
The Pakotas—lncreasing cloudiness, fal-

lowed by rain or snow Tuesday afternoon or
night; warmer; brisk and high southerly
winds shifting to westerly.

Montana—Threatening weather, with rain
or snow; warmer in eastern and colder in
western portions; westerly winds shifting to
northerly.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

United States Department of Agriculture,
Weather Bureau. Washington, Feb. 15, 6:48
p. m. Local Time, 8 p. m. 75th Meridian
Time.—Observations taken at the same mo-
ment of tinio at all stations.

TEMPEKA'ITIiES.
Place. Tem.| Place. Tern.

St. Paul SiQu'Appelle 2
Du'.uth 26 Minnedosa 2
Huron 10 Winnipeg 4
Bismarck
Williston UTBoston 34-40
Havre M Cheyenne 96-40
Helena 44' Chicago 34-37 1
Edmonton 24 Cincinnati iO-54
Battleford —8 Montreal 30-32
Prince Albert 1 New Orleans ....00-70
Calgary 2s New York IS-M
Medicine Hat 20 Pittsburg 42-51

—Below zero.
DAILY MEANS.

Barometer. 20.51: thermometer, 20; relative
humidity, 92; wind, southwest: weather,
cloudy; maximum thermometer, 25; minimum
thermometer, 16: daily range, 9; amount of
rainfall or melted snow in last 24 hours, trace.

Note —Barometer corrected for temperature
and elevation. —P. F. Lyons, Observer.
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PLAYING AT AVAR.

The attempted blockade at Charles-
ton by our naval squadron is a very

pretty bit of by-play for officers and
men out of a job and besieged by the
ennui of the army and navy in time
of peace, but its practical worth and
practical effects would appear to be
absolutely nothing. All our big war-
ships are down there, lying about the
mouth of the harbor and maintaining a
sham blockade. Meantime, the little j
Dolphin and the Vesuvius skip in and |
out at their pleasure, running the '
blockade with the ease of practiced j
smugglers and leaving the discomfited |
admiral to wonder how they broke |
through his line. New, as we say, all j
this is very pretty, like a private the- j
atrical show for a house party at some
gentleman's country residence, but it
Is hardly worth the bill which Uncle
Sam will be called upon to foot for
such costly fooling. In the first place,
the day of carrying on war.by block-
ading an enemy's ports is probably as
entirely passed as the day of the cata-
pult. The time was when cities were i
starved into submission by investing I
them by land and sea. and when a i
country's commerce was brought to
ruin by shutting out its ports of entry
from communication with the ir-

the world. There will be no war of that
kind in the future. Navies nowadays
are built for direct assault, and not tor
the sole purpose of reduction by starv-
ation. The tremendous battleships that
constitute a modern first-class fleet.are
not going to occupy themselves with
blockading a port. Nothing would
please an enemy better than to know
that the ships of which he was in
search were trying to establish a block-
ade somewhere, so that he might steam
off to that point and crush them at a
blow.

In the next place, of all the possibil-
ities of war, the most remote is that
our navy will ever have occasion to
blockade anybody anywhere. Only in
the event of another civil war—thank I
heaven, immeasurably remote and im-
possible—when a part of this country j
should be arrayed against another part, j
would the necessity arise. Suppose
that we were to get into a war tomor- j
tew with Great Britain or France or I
Italy, or even Spain, does anybody I
Imagine that we would attempt to i
carry on operations by sending a fleet
across the Atlantic to blockade some
port of one or the other of these na-
tions? On the contrary, that is just
what we should avoid. Our battleships
and cruisers would scour the seas as I
commerce destroyers and might bom- \
bard a town and lay it in ashes, but j
they would engage in nothing so futile I
as the attempted blockading of Ply- i
mouth or Southampton or Havre or 'Barcelona or Marseilles. This is a I
clear case, because any injury that

l

could be so inflicted would be incom-
mensurate with the means employed, j
It would be like consuming our whole !
stock of gunpowder to blow up a sin-
gle fortification of the enemy. The
blockading business with the United
States as a party is out of the range
of the conceivable. It belongs in mod-
ern warfare only where a nation with
a navy, like Spain, is fighting a people
like the Cubans, without any sea
strength.

In the last place, this blockading ex-
periment is worthless because all mod-
ern wars have shown just what these
experiments in Charleston harbor dem-
onstrate over again, that any block-
ade short of a continuous cordon of
ships from cape to cape is Incomplete
and ineffective. Blockades were run
during the war, and it now appears

that blockades can be run even under
the powerful searchlights of the mod-
ern warship. The ingenuity of the be-
leaguered is always a match for the
cumbrous engines of assault. Lcoked
at, therefore, from any point of view,
the expenditure of time and money
upon experiments in blockading and
blockade running is as foolish as to
measure the resisting power of mason-

ry to the battering ram of a few cen-

turies ago. Our navy ought to be in
better business.

A COWARDLY LIE.

At the banquet of silver Republicans
held in this city on Friday evening

Senator S. B. Howard, of Minneapolis,
responded to the toast "The Presß,"

and is reported as follows: "The press,
he said, molded opinion, but the
power of gold molded the press." We
call attention to this, not because Sen-
ator Howard is particularly worthy of
attention or of answer, but because he
has voiced, in this case, the cowardly

lie with which so many people, who
are deficient both in mental and moral
fiber, are wont to meet an argument

that they cannot answer. If the Globe
or any other newspaper were to pub-
lish an article tomorrow morning say-

ing that Senator S. B. Howard, of Min-
neapolis, is a venal legislator and a i

corrupt man; that he owes his position |
in public life to his venality; that his ;
vote is for sale to the highest bidder,

and that any man or any interest can i

command his voice and his support for \
a money consideration, he would con. ,
sider himself greatly aggrieved. Un- j
questionably, he would demand a j

prompt retraction, or he would bring
suit for libel, alleging great damage
to himself from a publication not
founded in fact. The same course
would be taken by any individual sim-
ilarly attacked, and the law so far
recognizes the validity of their cause
and the justness of their grievance as
to provide that substantial money dam-
ages shall be paid where the libel has
been proved. Yet that which these in-
dividuals regard as a wanton injury

to themselves they are quick and reck-
less enough to attempt to inflict upon
others, where the law does not give

protection, but leaves the injured par-
ty to take his own punishment. The
reflection which Senator Howard would
resent upon himself he is prepared to
cast upon others without an iota of
evidence to offer. Because he believes,
or pretends to believe, in free coinage

of silver, and the great body of the
press throughout this country does not,
he does not hesitate to attempt to fix
upon men as much his betters morally
as they are intellectually his superiors,
the stigma of an interested motive.

We have only to say, in the name
I of journalism everywhere, that the
]
statement is a willful, deliberate and
cowardly lie, and that the man who

: made it, or who shall make it hereafter,
\u25a0 deserves the contempt and opprobrium

j in which the liar is held in every com-
munity of decent men. As far as we
know them, newspaper men have high-
er standards of public duty and of
private right than men of almost any
other profession. Their business shows
to them, day after day, the imperative
necessity of an intelligent and incor-
rupt public opinion to the existence of
free institutions. They see, as few
others can, how the world needs cour-
age and conviction. They sacrifice mor«
Ui times of public excitement than all
others combined. While the business
man and the workingman can voice
or conceal their opinions, as self-inter-
est may require, and in either case suf-
fer nothing in a business way, the
newspaper takes its life in its hands
and does not hesitate to invite the cen-
sure and the injury inflicted by those
whom it must offend if it would tell
the truth. In the world of newspaper-
dom, as everywhere else, there is a
human average. There are good men
and bad men, men venal and men un.
purchasable, courage and cowardice;
but, on the whole, the press of the
country is its standing army, that
fights at its own cost and its own risk
the battles of that eternal vigilance by

which liberty must be preserved, as
well as won.

Men were bought in the last cam-
paign with the same pieces that paid
Judas Iscariot, and other men were
bought with gold. But the press cf the
country, as a whole, like the voters of
the country as a whole, stood for what,
right or wrong, represented the
policy that, according to its
conviction, was essential to national
solvency and national honor. The time
should not be long distant in any com-
munity when no man will be tolerated
by his fellows who utters against any
class in that community as a class
without evidence and without specifica-
tion, that cowardly lie which, if he was
correctly reported, we here nail Tipon

the otherwise creditable record of Sen-
ator Howard.

A lILOW FOR LIBERTY.
Heroic little Greece will play as Im-

portant a part in modern as in ancient
history if she persists in the attitude
that she has taken. It appears now
that her dispatch of assistance to Crete j
was no mere military maneuver or
empty threat, but that she is resolved '

to take the responsibility of the situa-
tion upon herself and to accept the
consequences. Very probably, as is
usual in such cases, the other powers
have been dealing with her craftily
and insincerely. Some of them have
egged her on to this step only to desert
her when remonstrances come. She has
only to stand fast in order to rout
them all. Before anything can be done
it is probable that the while of Crete
will have yielded to the arms of Greece.
There are no Turkish forces in the
island sufficient to resist the troops
that have been dispatched from Athens,
and the Turkish sultan is in no position

to take active defensive measures. He
is apparently relying upon the assist-
ance of the powers, and he is likely to
find that the same broken reed that it
was when the Christians of Armenia
tried to lean upon it.

The aggregate powers of Europe
are about as cowardly a lot
as it would be possible to find.
They are in deadly terror of an out-
break that would involve them in hos-
tilities with one another, and It has
been proved that any party outside of
them can do what he pleases In Europe
without reprisals. If the atrocities of
the Turk, resented as they were by the
people of all Christendom, could not
stir the powers to united action, there
is little fear that they will interfere

seriously with the progress of Grecian
arms. They will resolve and fulminate
and recommend and advise and even
order Greece to do thus and so. But as

for armed interposition to prevent the
occupation of Crete, or to restrain
Greece from holding it, we believe that
it is as much a thing of air as the
hope that the powers would intervene
to prevent the most dreadful massacres
known to any age.

All the traditions of heroism and of
glory that linger about the name of
Greece in legend and in history are
awakened to new life by her part in
this latest struggle. With flashing
sword she has cut the Gordian knot
over which the heavy and nerveless
fingers of all the nations of Europe
have fumbled and bungled. The act
of this little country in boldly precipi-
tating the crisis from which the pow-

ers have shrunk is worth all of her
past. All honor to Greece for her stand
against the Turk and her vigorous blow
upon the stubborn shield of the inert
European powers. The whole world
hopes that it will startle into new life
humanity and civilization and be but
the prologue to that readjustment of
European forces and powers that will
leave the Eastern question, as far as
Europe is concerned, only an evil mem-
ory of the unhappy past.

. m —
GIVE THEM A CHANCE.

The gossiping woman, who leaves
her household duties unperformed, the
house unswept, the beds unmade, the

jchildren unwashed and their clothes
unpatched, while she swaps morsels of

| neighborhood gossip with a crony, may
! well be taken as the figure to carica-
ture the senate of the United States.
What has it been giving its time to
during this short session, when the
brevity of the sitting and the number
and importance of domestic measures
demanded the exclusion of all matters
not of immediate and pressing neces-
sity? Pottering over Cuban resolu-
tions, roaring at Cleveland and Olney,
ululating about England and jobbing
the Nicaragua canal steal. Of finance
not a word, of currency reform noth-
ing, and two weeks left crowded with
appropriation bUls.

In the jam now inevitable, it Is too

much to hope that this obstructive
and unserviceable appendix to our gov-
ernment will find time to give atten-
tion and effect to the bankruptcy bill
which the house sent it during the
former session, and yet there is no
measure before it, not excepting the
appropriation bills, so badly needed in
every section of the country to facili-
tate the clearance of the industries
from the commercial wreckage of the
boom and the panic as is this law.
All over the country are energetic,
capable men tied hand and foot in the
entanglements of business failures or
land investments made when the cool-
est judgments lost their balance. Sta.te
insolvency laws offer clearance from
creditors within their jurisdiction, but
leave debts held by ether creditors, re-
fusing assent, to paralyze recuperative

effort.
Could these victims of commercial

disaster and congressional incapacity
get discharge from liabilities • by
a federal court, into which all credit-
ors had been brought, and enabled to
devote their energies and abilities to

fresh industrial pursuits, they would
be a material aid in restoring better
times. They would again help "make
the wheels go round." Now, hobbled
by debts from which they cannot get
relief, their lives are daily make-shifts
for a livelihood, with sheriffs and cred-
itors watching for opportunity to
pounce upon any property they may
accumulate. Meanwhile, instead of
promptly affording them the relief of
a general bankruptcy act, the senate
putters along, maundering about the
affairs of our neighbors in which we
have no concern, and leaving undone
the domestic matters in which we are
all concerned. A couple of years ago

the proposition was to "mend or end"
the senate. It is so acting as to elimi-
nate the first alternative and leave for
consideration the desirability of the lat-
ter. . m

NOT KNOWING THEY WERE GREAT.

When a man is the recipient of a
farewell banquet on the occasion of his
promotion to exalted station, allowance
must be made for some natural exag-
geration in the terms used by the
speakers in eulogizing their guest. It
was probably something of this ex-
travagance of praise that led Mr. Gage
at the banquet given him by the Chi-
cago Commercial club, to say, in re-
sponse, that, "listening to the laudatory
words," he had run back over the

; memories of the past to find "some
great word spoken or some worthy ac-
tion performed by me which would

i justify their words of praise." And his
| mind was troubled because he found
I none. It is always the true test of !
jgreatness that it does net know it is
jgreat. Whether the life be a prcmi-

\ nent or a humble one the acts done
: because it is right to do them are great

: acts. Emerson has immortalized the
! farmers who gathered at Concord
; bridge to resist the invader and "fired
j Ihe shot that echoed round the world,"

! and Lowell says of them that they were j
i men "who did great things not knew-
j ing they were great."

In these days of posturing for effect,
j when actions are guided by considera-
tions of their reflex effect on self, when
senators talk to the galleries and rep-
resentatives deliver voiceless speeches

in the Record for transmission to their
constituent^, it is refreshing to find
one man who will be influential on the
destinies of the nation, who has met
emergencies with action directed sim-
ply by what he deemed to be the right
thing to do or the right word to say,
and "did great things net knowing they
were great." It encourages us to hope
and believe that there will be one man
at least In the next administration who
will not be self-conscious or party con-
scious when duty points one way and
self-interest or party interest points an-
other. He will then do great things
jand wonder that men call them great.

\u25a0
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AT THE THEATERS.

"Humanity," a woll-constructed melodrama,
essentially English in its ingredients, with
plenty of red-coats arid top boots, a certain
amount of BOcial'tecanOal, the usual intricate
network of love affair:?,; from the leading lady
to the maid in waiting, and a number of
really new features, was put on last night
at the Grand, and the audience, with its ap-
petite whetted by thp delay from Sunday
night, received it with the utmost vigor and
enthusiasm. The play is by Sutton Vane,
and in the hands of a compotent company,
headed by Joseph. Grismer and Phoebe Da-
vies, was given ,a thproughly clever, con-
sistent presentation.

Few plays nowadays appeal alike to the
gallery and parquet. "Humanity" does both.
Tho duel with sabers in the third act be-
tween Mr. Grismer. w Lieut. Bevls Cran-
bourne, and Capt. John S. Swift, both
mounted on trained steeds, was thrilling in
the extreme, and was an exhibition of the
most skillful work with the broadswords.
The explosion which ends another heart-
breaking sceue, is perhaps the most complete
and realistic which has been seen on the
boards at the Grand. The hunting scene in
the first act, where perhaps a dozen men
and women on hunters, and surrounded by
a pack of hounds in charge of a whipper-in,
make their appearance, clad in the gay cos-
tume of the chase, rounds out a trio of feat-
ures which of themselves take the play out
of the usual lines, and add to the pleasures
of the spectator.

It is a clean, well-told story of horses and
dogs, and hunting and war and love, all
ingeniously intermingled. The scenes are
laid in England and South Africa- Bevis
Cranbourne, the hero, a member of the
dragoons, loves Alma Dunbar, an English
girl, who, though she lives in South Africa,
is visiting Cranbourne's mother in England.
Maj. Dangerfleld, the villain, who is a war
correspondent, also loves Alma, but has per-
suaded Lesi'oia Perm, the daughter of a
Quaker, William Perm, to accompany him to
London, where he accomplishes her undoing.
The first act finds the whole house party at
the Cranbourne manor, ready to start on
the hunt, when news comes of the uprising
of Beers, and the dragoons are called to the
scene of the trouble. Mennasses Marks, a
big-hearted Jew, refuses, at the instance of
Dangerfleld, to crowd Cranbourne, and thus
hurt him in the eyes of Alma.

The second act shows Perm's cottage,
where, by a suecesion of adroitly managed
incidents, the suspicion of guilt falls on
Cranbcurne, and is shared by Perm, and
Alma, and even Cranbourne's mother. Lesbia
Perm will not speak, thereby preventing an
explanation which will set all right. The
father finally discovers the secret, and
Dangerfleld hurls him from a bluff
and kills him. Cranbourne's mother,
who is blind, thinks it is her son
doing murder. The Jew is, however, a wit-
ness, and turns up with his tale at the right
time.

In the thick of the fight with the Boers,
Dangerfleld is discovered to be a spy and is
literally driven away frem the fort by tho
women. He then joins the Boer fcrces and by-
means of knowledge gained while in the fort
plans for its betrayal, and the most exciting
scene ensues. Cranbourne is captured and
sentenced to death, after having gotten word
to the English forces of the peril of the fort
with its few men and women. After killing
his adversary in the broadsword contest he is
seized by the enemy, but succeeds in hurling
a youngster on his trusty steed and giving
him papers which he himself meant to deliver,
he is bound and gagged and only saved
at the last terrible moment by his sweet-
heart, who has with her several companions
been enabled to overcome as many men by
being allowed to reload their rifles. The ex-
citement is intense. The bomb is sizzling.
It threatens to go every minute. In rushes
the girl, picks it up with difficulty and hurls
it through the casement just in time to hear
it burst in a thousand pieces, bringing de-
struction with it. The whole fort appears to
fall in and the effect 13 brilliant. Dangerfleld
is turned away in disgrace by the Boers, and,
being struck by a piece of the bomb, loses
his reason, finds his way back to the English
manor, only to be apprehended for the Perm
murder and nut away.

The situations are strong and well worked
up.

The play is one cf lasting interest, and
every part is acceptably taken. Mr. Grismer
is a natural, gallant, good-locking soldier with
a pretty sweetheart (Miss Davies), and the
support is even all the way through. The
play will last the balance of the week.

« * *
Rice's merry extravaganza, "Evangeline,"

at the Metropolitan opera house last night re-
peated its success of the previous evening.
Tomorrow afternoon a popular-priced matinee
will be given. "Evangeline" will remain
at the Metropolitan opera house the rest of
the week, the engagement closing Saturday
night.

• • •Next Week —Metropolitan—"Wizard of the Nile."
Grand—"When London Sleeps."

ALLFRIENDS OF TAMS.

If Minnesota Republican backing will se-
cure for Tarns Bixby the position of commis-
sioner of the general land office, the prize is
surely his. Not another prominent Republi-
can in the state could receive such a unani-
mous endorsement for a public office as Tarns.
—Madelia Messenger.

Tarns Blxby wants to be commissioner of
the general land office under the new ad-
ministration. Tarns has been a wheel horse
in Minnesota politics and has assisted many
men into good positions, and there is no
reason why he should not be given a chance
hims?lf. L't him have the place by all means.
—Heron Lake News.

The appointment of Tarns Bixby as United
States land commissioner would be favorable
to most of the Minnesotans. What says Mc-
Kinley?—Plainview News.

While we would be pleased to see Tarns
Bixby holding down some important and re-
munerative federal position, we think that
the land commissioner should be a lawyer
of recognized ability.—Appleton Pr^ss.

No more deserving man than Mr. Bixby
could be appointed to the position. He will
have the cordial support of all the Republi-
cans in the state.—Wadena County Pioneer.

ii ,

Expedite Ca-pltoß Building.

There should be no protest raised against
any legal method that may be devised for ac-
quiring funds to push along the construction
work of the new state capltol building. If
the provisions of the original bill passed two
years ago shall be followed to the letter it
will require about ten years' time to com-
plete the structure, and for a wealthy state
like Minnesota to consume so long a period in
putting up a $2,000,000 building seems an ab-
surdity. If money can be borrowed from
other funds and applied to the capitol build-
ing fund by all means let it be done, in order
that work on the new state house may pro-
ceed with all possible celerity.—Madelia Mes-
senger.

m 1

Ives Will Play.

SARANAC LAKE, N. V., Feb. 15.—Frank C.
Ives, the billiard player, who is in this vil-
lage recuperating, s&id today: "IfMr. Sehaef-
er is sincere in his challenge, I will play him
five afternoons and live nights, fiOO points at
each seance. I will play him for any amount
from $1 up to $10,000 and will concede him
1.000 points start. It is true 1 am on the sick
list, but I believe I can now beat all the
Schaefers ever born."

TVn New Icurnnees.
YOL'NGSTOWN, 0., "Feb. 15.—The Ohio

Steel company this morning commenced active
operations toward tile construction of ten new
open hearth furnaces. The plant is now
running double time in all departments with
a good outlook for a still greater increase in
busin«cs. _

Impaled oti a Cow's Horn.
Special to the Glebe. :

EAU CLAIRE, Wis., Feb. 15.—Andrew Call,
a well-to-do farmer of Strum, was fondling
a favorite cow early Sunday morning. The
animal suddenly raised its head and one of its
horns caught the man under the chin and
penetrated the jugular. The man lived
till Monday morning, when he died in terrible
agony.

— o»
I>einl>ina Kniects Floods.

PEMBINA. N. D.. Feb. 15.—From the
amount of snow on the ground here now
the indications are that there will be a
big flood this apring, particularly if there
is much rain in the early spring. The
passenger trains are several hours late and a
freight is side tracked her*.

FOWLER n. TOWfIE
RELATMW BETWEEN SILVER AND

PROSPERITY DEBATED BEFOttE
THE HOUSE OOMJMUTTEE.

MONETARY CONFERENCE UP.

NEW JERSEY CONGRESSMAN OP-
POSED TO ANYTHING BUT THE

GOLD STANDARD.

SUNDRY CIVIL BILL THROUGH.

An Appropriation of Fifty Millions
Mode by the House Under Sus-

pension of t'iie Rnlc«.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—The house
committee on coinage today took up
again the discussion of the bill for an
international monetary conference. Tho
proceedings were begun by Representa-
tive Hartman, of Montana, a member
of the oomimittee, who urged that
action should be taken as soon as pos-
sible upon the bill in view of the ap-

proaching death of the Fifty-fourth
congress.

Representative Fowler, of New Jer-
sey, a member of the banking com-

mittee, spoke in opposition to the pro-
jected conference. In the beginning,
he replied to certain arguments made
at an earlier meeting by Representa-
tive Newlands, of Nevada, upon the
effect of the demonetization of silver
on the railroad business of the United
States. Railroad failures had not been
confined to the United States in recent
yt&rs, Mr. Fowler declared. The en-
tire world had been swept since 1884,
by a wave of speculation. Incident to
this, thousands of miles of steam rail-
roads, miles of street railroads, which
could not pay formany years, had been
built. Thousands of acres of farms had
been cut into building lots which were

unoccupied. Railroads had been busy

carrying the freight to construct specu-

lative works throughout the Western
slates. When the inevitable collapse
came, these roads were left without
any business except supplying the daily

necessitles of the population.
Representative Towne, of Minnesota,

inquired whether the silver standard
countries had suffered much from such
cause as the gold standard countries.

To this Mr. Fowler replied that the
silver standard nations had already

reached the bottom level in business,

and if they moved at all could only
move upward.

When Mr. Fowler stated that the
busness collapse had culminated in 1893,

Mr. McClure, of Ohio, inquired what
would be the effect upon a country in

; a state of collapse of cutting off the
yearly issue of fifty millions of currency

i expended for silver under the Sherman

Mr. Fowler replied that $50,000,000

' was but a bagatelle In the yearly bus-
! mess of the United States, and that

the repeal of the Sherman act had
removed the principal cause of busi-
ness uncertainty. Continuing, Mr.
Fowlsr said that the Sherman law had
been the last straw, and on top of that

came a tariff law, which failed to pro-
duce enough revenue to meet the ex-
penses of the government within $50,-
--000,000. Yet a revenue deficit of $105,-

--000,000,000 would not have brought a
panic, had the country been unequi-
vocally on a gold standard. In addi-
tion business was hampered by a bank-
ing system, which, instead of tiding
it over a speculative crisis, brought
Immediate liquidation.

Replying to Mr. Newland's argu-
ment upon the effect of the fail in
wages in Japan and China from the
demonetization of silver, Mr. Fowler
said that a fall of 15 to 7 cents in Jap-

anese wages was immaterial, so far
as the financial question was con-
cerned.

Mr. Newlands explained that the ap-

preciation in values, due to the de-
monetization of silver, had stimulated
production in silver standard coun-
tries, because those countries were un-
willing to turn their silver into gold
at a great loss to buy the products of
gold standard countries.

Then Mr. Fowler read a cablegram
annonucing that Japan was to go on
a gold basis at a ratio with silver of
1 to 32, which, he said disposed of
Ja.pan as a factor in the silver ques-
tion.

The discussion drifted into a general
canvass of the adequacy of the world's
gold supply, duiing which Mr. Fowler
quoted the increased supply of gold
yearly from the mines, and Mr. Towne
quoted authorities to the effect that
the entire annual production of gold
for several years bad been consumed
in the arts. The main question of an
international conference had not been
reached when the noon hour came, and
there was a discussion over the ques-
tion of a vote on the resolution.

Mr. Brewster, of New York, moved
that the committee adjourn for one
week, which Was taken to be an effort
in the direction of postponing action
until the next congress. Mr. Hartman
urged that a vote be taken at once.
Several members of the house asked
to be allowed to speak on the ques-
tion. Incidentally, Mr. Fowler an-

nounced that he was opposed to any
oonference. Mr. Fairchild, of New
York, said he would vote for the bill,

and Mr. Brewster, of New York, that
he would vote against it; and the com-
mittee adjourned until tomorrow.

SUNDRY BILL RUSHED.

Fifty Millions Appropriated. Under
Suspension of the Rules.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—The coup
arranged by the house leaders for the
passage of the sundry civil appropri-
ation bill under suspension of the
rules was a complete success, and this
big appropriation bill, carrying $50,-
--644,743, was passed today without op-
portunity for amendment, just as it
came from the committee. The main
opposition was directed against the
river and harbor item.

The bill consists of 111 pages, and, as
the clerk began to read it, W. A. Stone
(Rep., Pa.) asked that the reading be
dispensed with. Mr. Sapers (Dem.,
Tex.) essayed to make an explanation
of why he did not think it was neces-
sary to pursue this unusual course
but Mr. Cannon protested against de-
bate, whereupon Mr. Turner (Dem.,
Ga.) objected to dispensing with the
fcrmol reading of the bill, and the
reading proceeded. The reading was
completed at 1:30 p. m. Under the
rules, twenty minutes on a side were
allowed for debate. Mr. Sayers (Dem.,
Tex.), the leader of the minority of the
appropriation committee, took the floor
and briefly stated his objections to
having the bill passed under suspen-
sion of the rules. He agreed that the
contents of the bill were not improper,
and said, with the exception of the
river and harbor items, the bill, in his
opinion, could be scrutinized without
finding an item which would not meet
legitimate objections.

Mr. Pearson (Rep., N. C.) attacked
the bill on the ground that the river
and haTbor items contained therein
could not stand on their own footing,

SILVER AND TREATY DISCUSSED
and were Included in this bill, with
indispensable appropriations, in order
that they might escape the executive
veto. Before the house divided, Mr.
Pearson appealed to the other side to
give him a record-making vote, but
only got thirty-three members to sec-
ond his demand, and the speaker de-
clared the bill passed under suspension
of the rules.

The house made the best of the fact
that today was suspension day, and
quite a number of bills were passed,
more or less Important among them
being the senate bill appropriating
$250,000 for closing the crevasse at Pass
a l'Outre on the Mississippi; to equip
the national guard with uniform 45-
--caliber Springfield rifles, and the sen-
ate resolution to authorize the secreta-
ry of the navy to transport the con-
tributions of the Pacific coast states
to the famine sufferers of India.

The report in the contested election
case of Benoit vs. Boat ncr, from Louis-
iana, confirming the latter's title to
his seat, was unanimously adopted.
The conference report on the diplo-
matic and consular appropriation bill
was adopted, and the agricultural bill
was sent to conference. Owing to the
brief time of this session yet remain-
ing, extra night sessions will be given
beginning tonight, for the considera-
tion of private pension bills, of which
many hundred still remain on the cal-
endar.

TAMS' HWE* ARE HIGH.

Minnesota Delegation Daeklng Him
for a Commlssionership.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—The Minnesotacontingent here, as well as many other promi-
nent Republicans of North and South Dakota.
and other Western states, believe that the land
commissionership will go to Tarns Bixby.
Mr. Bixby will have the unanimous support
of the state's representatives in both housesof congress, and many of the prominent Re-
publicans ottUfSe of congress are interesting
themselves In his behalf. Senator Nelson,
who is. probably closer lo M<>Ktnlev than any
other Minnesota member, is known to he tak-
ing a deep interest in the case, and Senator
Nelson has a very practical way of going
about a matter of this kind. He regards Lix-
by as the ablest manager in the West, and be-
lieves he would administer the affairs cf the
land department in such a way as to make
the MoKinley administration acceptable to
the Western people. The Western delegation
places no faith in the report that McKinley
will demand as an essential requirement that
the successful applicant for the position of
land commissioner be a lawyer. It is- con-
ceded, of course, that the place will go to a
Western man, and though the commissioner
will be called upon to consider many cases
involving questions of law, the position is
one where experience, executive capacity and
natural ability will count for more than a
mere technical knowledge of statutory law.

ALL, WATER ROITE.

Davis' Bill for Surveys May Go
Through Congress.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—As a result of the
excellent management of the two Minnesota
senators, it is now probable that the proposi-
tion to have examinations made for the pro-
posed all-water route to the Atlantic seaboard
will be adopted by the senate, and legislation
enacted such as will provide for the necessary
preliminary steps. In short, the prospects
are favorable for the passage of Senator Davis'
bill appropriating $150,0C0 to carry out need-
ful surveys for the route. A favorable re-
port was recently made on this amendment by
Senator Nelson, and unless something un-
expected happens, the provision will be in-
corporated in the sundry civil bill, to which
it nas been offered as an amendment.

Presented by Davis.
WASHINGTON, Fefc. 15.—Senator Davis

and Senator Nelson, Representatives Heat-
wole and Fletcher, today presented the reso-
lutions of the Minnesota legisla ure in favor
of the bill to reclassify the salaries of rail-way mail clerks. Senator Davis presented the
following petitions: Of the Minnesota State
Historical society, in favor of restoring the
frigate Constitution; of the St. Paul jobbers'
union, in afvor of the Torrey bankruptcy
bill.

E. "W. Peet In Wttshiugrton.

WASHINGTON. Feb. 15.—President E. W.
Peet, of the St. Paul chamber of commerce,
arrived in the city this morning. He is here
to urge the ratification of the arbitration
treaty. He has seen Senator Davis and sev-
eral others, but does not think—the treaty

I will be acted upon. The sentiment seems
to be In favor of postponement until next

I session.

Heatwole Gives Up Hope.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—Congressman
Heatwole dees not believe there is much
shew for the passage of his Minnesota bound-
ary commission resolution, now that a tight
is being made by Speaker Heed and his lieu-
tenants on the floor against additional ap-
propriations. The Heatwole resolution carries
$75,000, and objection would be interposed
on that ground, should it come up for con-
sideration.

New Hllni*terReceived.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—Count de Lich-

elveld, the newly appointed Belgian minister,
escorted by Secretary Olney, today presented
his credentials to President Cleveland, and
the usual felicitous speeches were exchanged.

New PoKtiiinsierH.
WASHINGTON.. Feb. 15.—The president to-

day sent the following nominations to the
senate: Postmasters, Ezra R. Flint, Carson
City; Mary A. Ryan, Anoka, Minn.

Gen. Sanborn in Wußhingtou.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—Gen. J. B. San-

born, of St. Paul, is here in the interest of
the Sioux City and Sisseton Indian scouts.

WILLIAM ST. Nffli DEAD.

He Was the Chairman of the Na-
tional Silver Party.

'NEW YORK, Feb. 15.—William P.
St. John, ex-president of the Mercan-
tile National bank, and treasurer of
the Democratic national committee,
died suddenly at his home in this city
last night.

Mr. St. John's death occurred at 8
o'clock last evening. During the after-
noon he sustained an apoplectic stroke
which was followed by several hours
of unconsciousness. Mr. St. John was
so broken down after the presidential
campaign that in December he went
South for change of scene. Last month,
however, he returned to this city, hav-
ing experienced no benefit from the
trip.

m

DLXLOP MCST SERVE.

Chlengo Editor's Sentence Affirmed
by the Supreme Conrt.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—The su-
preme court today decided the case
of Joseph R. Dunlop, of Chicago,
charged with sending obscene matter
through tbe mail. The verdict of thr>
district court, which was against Dun-
lop, w;is affirmed.

The court decided all the exceptions j
to the rulings of the district court i
against Dunlop. Summing up the
court said: "Upon a careful considera-
tion of the record in this case we are
of opinion that there was no error of
which the defendant was justly en-
titled to complain."

Distillery SeizcMl.

. LANCASTER. Pa., Feb. 15.—Collector
Shearer today seized the distillery of Jacob
F. Sheaffer for the non-payment of about
$45,0(0 tax due. Sheaffer's distillery was de-
stroyed by fire In 1593 and 40,000 gallons of
whisky were destroyed. Sheaffer made a
claim for an abatement ar.d after three years
of litigation the secretary of the treasury
decided that the tax must be paid. Sheaffer
anticipated the seizure on Saturday night by
confessing judgment to his wife and sister-
in-law in ?M,oeO. On these judgments the
sheriff levied on his property. The govern-
ment holds that these executions will not
hold, as the*government has the first lien.

Idaho Failure.

BLACKFOOT. Idaho. Feb. 15.—The banking
house of C. Bunting & Co. was placed in the
hands of a receiver today. There have been
heavy withdrawals from the bank of late,
and ihe receiver was appointed at the request
of the principal owners of the bank for the
protection of the creditors. The liabilities
are estimated at $200,»;00, and the assets will
probably be sufficient to pay In full. The
bank was one of the oldest Institutions of
the «tate.

POIJIT fOR PRGAfI
SEOVATE UNEXPECTEDLY VOTES TO

TAKE IP HIS ABROGATION
\u25a0Willi IIHUM.

CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY.

NOT MltHPROSPECT FOR DEI ISIVq
ACTION DIRIXG THE PRESENT

SESSION.

EXCHANGE OF PERSONALITIES.

Vice President Accused of an At,
tempt to ••Vietiniijse" by the

Gentleman Front Alabama.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15.—The sen-
ate was in executive session most of
today, but the open session afforded
sufficient time for a sharp controversy
over proceeding with Mr. Morgana
resolution to abrogate the Clayton-
Bulwer treaty. Mr. Sherman inter-
posed numerous points of order against
Air. Morgan, and, when the chair sus-
tained these, the Alabama senator re-
ferred to his being victimized by the
presiding officer and Mr. Sherman. Mr.
Stevenson retorted sharply that ther*
was no disposition to "victimize." On
a vote, Mr. Morgan carried his point,
and the resolution was taken up. As
it involved questions of executive bus-
iness, the senate went into executive
session. At 4 o'clock the open ses-
sion was resumed and some progress
made on the bankruptcy bill.

When Mr. Morgan called up his res-
olution for the abrogation of the Clay-
ton-Bulwer treaty, he started to go or*
with his speech. There were objections
from several sources. Mr. Cullom
wanted to go on with an appropriation
bill, and Mr. Chandler desired to speak
on bimetallism. There was sharp spar-
ring for precedence, until Mr. Sherman
interposed a point of order against Mr.
Morgan, on the ground that his reso-
lution, being of a joint character,
could not be considered in the morning
hour. This precipitated an unexpected
storm.

The presiding officer referred to the
rules and promptly sustained Mr.
Sherman.

"I appeal from the decision of the
chair," said Mr. Morgan calmly, "and
Iwill debate that question of appeal."
and again proceeded. Mr. Sherman
again interposed, saying that an ap-
peal from the decision of the chair was
not debatable, and was again sustained
by the chair.

"I think it is debatable," declaredMr. Morgan with a perceptible tremor
in his voice.

Mr. Quay endeavored to act as peace-
maker, and appealed to the senate to
grant unanimous consent to Mr. Mor-gan to proceed.

"1 must object to that," said Mr.Sherman decisively.
Mr. Morgan still held the floor "fam not willing to stand hfcre," he said

'and be victimized by the chair and
by the senator from Ohio."

Mr. Stevenson rose from his cha*r
and in sharp tones responded: "Thechair has no disposition to victimizeI the senator from Alabama. The chair
is enforcing the rules as he findsthem."

The vice president emphasized theword 'victimize" and there was silenceof amazement at the rapid exchange,finally Mr. Morgan withdrew his ap-
peal and a vote was taken on Mr Mor-gan's motion to proceed with his abro-

i gaticn resolution. Unexpectedly MrMorgau carried his point, as against
the opposition which was understood to
be favorable to goir.sr into executive
session on the arbitration treaty The
vote was 32 yeas, 31 nays.

On the announcement of the vot° Mr
Morgan arose smiling and triumphant
and was about to begin, when Mr. Hoarinterrupted with the point that thiswas a matter properly before an ex-
ecutive session. Under the rules sug-
gestions of this character compelled the
senate to go into executive session. The
executive session lasted until 4 o'clock,
when the doors were opened.

The bankruptcy bill, which Is the un-
finished business of the senate, was
taken up. Mr. Nelson (Rep., Minn.)
offered an amendment for the entire
senate amendment and then the bill
went over.

The conference report on the legis-
lative, executive and judicial appro-
priation bill was agreed to, and a fur-
ther conference on the agricultural
appropriation bill was directed. The
senate then turned to private pension
bills and twenty-four bills were pars-
ed, thus clearing the pension calendar.
One of the bills pensions the widow of
den. "Benjamin S. Roberts at ISO ncr
month. A bill was passed providing
ren.alties fo- starting fires which may
be communicated to the inflammable
growth on public lands.

Mr. T>avls (Rep.. Minn.l presented a
resolution reouesting the president for
all correspondence with t^he German
empire relating to American insurin-e
companies. The resolution was adopt-
ed.

TREATY WAS NOT PRESSED.

Net Much Hope of a Ratlileatlon nt
Over (anca.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15—The ar-
bitration treaty was not pressed in
the executive session tcdav and it may
not be called up again until Thursday.
Senator Sherman said today that he
would press the treaty against all
other legislation except appropriation
bills. He did not intend to have it
stand in the way of appropriation bills.
He will not make a motion to postpone
the treaty, but it is understood that
such a motion will be made.

It is believed by many that the mo-
i tion will prevail. Those opposed to the
j treaty will, of course, vote for post-

I ponement. while a number of senators
who desire to go on with other busi-
ness, together with those who want
more consideration for the treaty, will
vote the same way. It is Senator Sher-
man's desire to have a vote, as he does
no* feel that he should consent to put
the treaty over without testing the
senise of the senate. No one now be-
lieves that there is any hope of a
direct vote on the treaty at this ses-
sion.

The early part of the executive ses-
sion today was occupied by Senator
Morcran. who talked in support of his
resolution to abrogate the Clavton-Rul-
wer trearty, but there is little prospect
of a vote on it this session. Nearly all
the afternoon was consumed in a dis-
cussion of the nomination of Henry F.
T>avis to be district attorney for the
District of Columbia.

Exports and Importtt.

\u25a0WASHINGTON. Feb. 15.—The monthly
comparative statements of the exports andImports of the United States during January,1897 and 1896, ahows that the amount of do-
mestic merchandise exported during the last
month amounted to $93,505,103, as compared
with $86,543,304 for January last year Thetraportß of merchandise during January last
amounted to $51,327,081. of which $27 296 703was free of duty. During January, IS% the
total Imports aggregated $68,647,600, a loss forlast month of over $17,300,000.


