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The special order of the house in
the afternoon was a sort of omnibus
t \ation measure, under the form of
five iiiils, as follows:

EL F. 357 (Dyer)—For the taxation of ex-
press companies.

Ji. !\u25a0*. v^^ (committee on taxes and tax laws)
—For the same purpose.

li. K. Ml (Anderson)— For the taxation of
Sleeping cars, etc.

H. F. (McGrath)—For the taxation of tel-
ephone companies.

11. F. 933 (Ferris)—For the taxation of
fr-Ight line and equipment companies.

These bills originated in and were
paussed by the legislature two years
ago submitting- the matter to the peo-
ple in the form of a constitutional

tdment, which was adopted.

The- two bills for the taxation of ex-
press companies, one by Mr. Dyer and
the other prepared by Mr. Smith, of
Hennepin, chairman of the committee
on taxation, were taken up together

and in a manner explained by Mr.
Smith. He stated that both bills were
• >pies of Ohio statutes, both having

1•• en carried to the supreme court of
the United States and both having

been sustained as constitutional. The
"Dyer bill was copied from what is
called an excise tax, which provided
for a taxation of 2 per cent upon the
gross earnings within the state of Ohio.
The Smith bill provided that the prop-
erty of express companies should be
assessed at the same rate as all other
property in the state is taxed, the value
of the property to be ascertained by the
Matt- loard of equalization. Mr. Smith
showed that in Ohio both systems were
in operation. In his mind the ad va-
lorem tax was sufficient and equitable
to the express companies and to the
elate.

After this explanation by the chair-
man, Mr. Dyer further elaborated his
biil, which, he said, was a copy of the
Ohio law except that instead of 2 per
cent it fixed the tax at 5 per cent of
the gross earnings.

Mr. Scott also spoke in favor of the
Dyer bill and against the Smith bill,
because he thought the income to the
state would be much more certain in
Its result. It was generally under-
stood that the express companies paid
40 per cent of the gross earnings to
the railways. This would give the state
6 per cent on the 60 per cent remaining,
and it was reasonably certain what the
return would be.

Mr. Smith replied that the express
Companies could readily change their
contracts with the railway companies
to 70 or 80 per cent of their gross re-
ceipts, and that left the matter in an
entirely different position; for this rea-
son he urged the ad valorem tax as
the safest and best.

Mr. Meyers made an argument for
the Smith bill, and in support of this
proposition he sent up to the desk to
be read the decision of Justice Brewer,
Of the United States supreme court,
[March 15, 1897, sustaining the constitu-
tionality of the ad valorem tax imposed
"by tho Ohio legislature. Mr. Donnel-
ly made the point that there was no
machinery in the tax system of Minne-
sota to assess such companies; that it
was outside the province of the state
board of equalization; this was not an
assessing board, but an equalizing
board. Mr. Smith said the Ohio law
\u25a0was carried out by the Ohio board, and
that in -Minnesota the taxes of the tele-
phone and telegraph companies were
also assessed by the state board.

Mr. Douglas spoke for the Dyer bill.
saying that ithad been estimated that
the 5 per cent gross earnings tax would
Dei the state from $30,000 to $40,000.

Mr. Foss moved the third reading of
the Dyer bill. Mr.Meyers moved as a
Substitute that H. F. 822, by Mr. Smith.
be taken up. This motion was lost.
The Dyer l>ill was then passed by a
yote of 89 to 0.

The Smith bill (H. F. 882) was then
Indefinitely postponed, and the house
took up the taxation of Bleeping cars,
as proposed by the Anderson bill, H.
F. 811.

This bill, as reported back by the
Committee on taxation, had stricken
out a provision in the original bill
relating to the licensing of sleeping,
dining and drawing-room cars. Thiswas explained by Mr. Smith upon theground that there was some question
about it being a good legal proposition
to combine a license tax and a gross
Earnings feature. The proposition had
be. d to make each company pay a
he< •!,.-,•\u25a0 fee of $500 a year, which was
ilost by striking out this feature.

The bill as reported, provides for a
.tax of :: per cent upon the gross earn-
ings. Mr. Jacobson moved to amend
by increasing the tax to 5 per cent,
and the house resolved itself into a
class upon constitutional law for sev-
eral minutes. The question arose
{Whether sleeping cars could be taxed
Ist a rate different from other railroad
Meperty. which the majority of thehouse seemed to doubt. Mr. Jacobson
panted to have the question settled by
jft trial, if necessary, of the question
bf whether the gross earnings tax can-
not bo changed. The Jacobson amend-
ment was voted down and the bill.
placing a 3 per cent tax upon the gross
earnings of sleeping and similar cars,
pros passed by a vote of 88 to 0.

The next taken up was the McGrathbill. H. F. 876, providing for a tax
of 5 per cent upon the grogs earnings
bf telephone companies or owners. Mr.
pallimore moved to change the bill
So as to make the tax 3 per cent upon
the gross earnings. Mr. Basford said
that the telephone companies of the
State were now paying a tax of nearly
B l>er cent, which was enough to taxpueh new companies are are now strug-
gling for a foothold against the big
companies in the cities. Mr. Dahl
fcaid that 6 per cent tax was none too
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great Inview of the high rates charged
by the telephone companies. Mr.
Staples and Mr. Underleak also advo-
cated the 5 per cent tax and the Dalli-
more amendment was defeated by a
vote of 26 for the amendment and 48
against. The bill was then passed by a
vote of 75 to 12.

The last billon the special order was
H. F. 933, by Mr. Ferris, for the tax-
ation of fast freight and equipment
companies. There was no opposition
to this bill. Mr. Ferris explained that
it was drawn uoon the lines of the
Smith bill, which the house had de-
feated in connection with the taxation
of express companies. The Ferris bill
Is based upon a valuation of the prop-
erty instead of gross earnings. InOhio
this tax amounts to $10,000 annually
and is very satisfactory to the state.
The bill was passed by a vote of 96 to 0.

SPOTS OX THE SUN

Come Ipin a Di*eu»sion About Fire
7>lnrnliul.

Ignatius Donnelly attacked the prev-
alent theory that forests have an in-
fluence on the rainfal. of a country.
Mr. Donnelly scouts this idea and ad-
vances one of his own, that the sun
spots regulate how much rain is to
fall and the forests have nothing to
do with it. His argument is based
upon the claim that during the present
season there has been a great precip-
pitation of snow and rain, flooding
vast areas that have been almost
arid, yet there has been no difference
in the forest area.

This discussion of physics was
brought about in the report on a bill
to abolish the office created for Gen.
Andrews, by the last legislature, known
as state Are marshal. The bill, H. F.
849, was introduced by representative
Goss, of Winona, and when it went to
the committee on forestry and firu
protection, six members of that com-
mittee were opposed to the abolition
of the office and three favored the
passage of the bill. The two reports
were presented yesterday morning and
the house adopted the report of the
minority, turning down the majority.

Mr. Jacobson said the proposition to
keep a state Are warden, who is to
have an office in the capitol, to prevent
forest fires or prairie fires was ri-
diculous. If the idea was to pension
some nice old gentleman, that was
another thing; but in that case the
state sholud pass a bill which would in-
clude nothing more than the salary.
He suggested that four years ago this
same gentleman had a bill before the
legislature to create the office of com-
missioner of agriculture, and his name
was in the bill as the first commission-
er.

Mr. Douglas said that this law pas-
sed two years ago, had acted to cause
fires rather than prevent them, because
in certain instances fires had actually
been started for no other purpose than
because it would give some people $2
a day while at work putting it out.

Mr. Lloyd made a speech for the biil
which, however, fell on deaf ears. An
attempt was made to put the bill at
the head of general orders, but Judge
Hicks objected and the bill took its
regular place on general orders. Itis
almost sure of passing, however, if it
can be reached.

The bill (H. F. 678) fixing the salary
of Dr. Bracken, of Minneapolis, as
secretary of the state board of health
at $2,500, and prohibiting his receiving
any pay as professor, etc., at the uni-
versity, was passed.

The bill, (H. F. 397). by Mr. Snod-
grass, to appropriate money for the
relief of B. S. Russell and others who
acted as a commission to settle a dis-
pute about Duluth harbor was lost by
a vote of 52 to 29.

Mr. Dare attempted to have the new
state printing bill advanced to the head
of general orders but there was ob-
jection and less than two-thirds vote
was secured, although Mr. Dare had
explained that the appropriation com-
mitteee -was waiting to know how this
matter was to be disposed of before
taking action.

COMMITTEE REPORTS.

Elections
—

H. F. 839 (Kelley)—Fixing the time for
opening and closing of polls at township
elections.

S. F. 57 (Theden)— Relating to elections.
To pass.

S. F. 54 (Theden)— To regulate elections.
To pass.

State Prison and Reformatory
—

11. F. SSI iMasterman)— To amend chapter
254 of the General Laws of 1889, relating to
state p>ri!;on. To pass.

Towns and Counties—
H. F. 796 (Marin)—Providing for the or-

ganization of new counties. To pass.
EL K. 797 t.Marl'n)—Providing for the govern-

ment of newly organized counties. To pass.
S. F. 39$ (Miller)—To provide for the de-

struction of Russian thistles, and granting
power to county commissioners to rebate
taxes levied under the thistle act. To pass.

Insurance
—

H. F. 850 (Schmidt)—To revise and codify
the insurance laws of the state. To indefi-
nitely postpone.

H. F. IT?:' (Coe)
—

To construe fire insurance
policies and the riders attached thereto is-
sued by Minnesota fire insurance companies.
To indefinitely postpone.

H. F. 751 (f>unn(— Relating to licensing in-
surance companies whose principal office Is
outside the state. To indefinitely postpone.

11. F. »1 (Hartal—Tc provide for the codi-
fying of the insurance laws of the state. To
pass as amended by substituting the figure
1 for 2.

Municipal Legislation—
H. F. 963 (McDonald)— Relating to salaries

of firemen in cities of 56.6 Mjr over. Tc In-
definitely postpone.

H. F. 1010 (Barta)— To provide for a de-
partment of public water works. To in-
definitely postpone.

H. F. (73 ( McDonald)—To regulate organi-
zation and control of police departments in
cities of KM),000 or over. To indefinitely post-
pone. Laid on the table.

H. F. 905 (Schmidt)— To authorize incor-
porated cities of 1,500 and less to issue bonds
for the purchase of water works. To pass.

EL I*. 953 (Ferris)—To authorise incorporated
villages to change their names. To indefinite-
ly postpone.

Printing
—

EL F. 95G (Ferris)— Tc publication of pro-
ceedings of city councils in incorporated
cities. To pass.

Prison Labor—
H. F. 3SI tDallimore)—Relating to the crn-

!ployment of convicts. To indefinitely post-
:pone.

Appropriations
—

H. F. 277! (Stone)— To promote and encour-
i age immigration. To pass as amended, sub-
| stituting J15.000 for 120,008 and 17,500 for

$10,000.
H. F. 953 (Dallimore)—To provide for the

appraisal of property at the state fair
grounds. To pass as amended, cutting of?
compensation from the commission and limit-
ing the amount to be awarded tc 530,000.

Taxes and Tax Laws
—

EL F. 974 (Coe)
—

To amend section 55. chap-
iter 11, General Statutes IS7B, relating to

\ notice of taxation. To indefinitely postpone.
General Legislation

—
S. F. 455 (Howard)—To amend section 1209.!chapter 10, General Statutes 1594. relating to

I village assessment districts. To pass as
iamended. This bill was substituted Tor H.
|F. 756, covering the same ground, and given
> its second reading.

Special Committee
—

EL F.834 (Johns)— Relating to foreign bulld-
!lng and loan associations, when insolvent.
i To pass as amended, as to apply to bullrling,
i loan and savings associations doing a gen-
Iera! business in this state.

Crimes and Punishment
—

H. F. Gl6 (Johns)— Tc amend section 358 of
the penal code, relating tc prize fighting. To
pass.

Forestry and Fire Protection
—

H. F. 849 (Goss)— To repeal chapter 196 of
the Laws of 1595, creating the office of state
fire warden. Majority and minority reports
for indefinite postponement and passage re-
spectively. Minority report adopted.

From Education
—

S. F. 425 (Cole)—To amend the section MIS,
General Statutes 1594, providing that persons
owning real estate in a certain school dis-
trict an? residing elsewhere, may offset the
amount ;>nid as school taxes against tuition
charges. To pass.

From Ramsey, Hennepin and St. Louis
Delegations—

H. F. B?l (McDonald)— To provide for a
police pension fund for disabled policemen
and their widows and children in cities of
over 50.0G0 population. To pass, and placed
on general orders.

SEPARATE CHUUH AXD STATE.

Measure Relating: to Sectarian
Instruction Passes the House.

A measure over which there wassome opposition was H. F. 397. intro-
duced by Mr. Soule, to prohibit the
wearing of sectarian garb and also sec-
tarian instruction in public schools.
No fight on the bill developed on Uiefloor, but there was some systematic

dodging- on the part of members whose
constituencies were divided.

When the bill was reached Mr. Soule
demanded a call of the house to re-
duce the number of dodgers to the low-
est point possible. Several members
explained their votes, saying that they
were in favor of one section but op-
posed to another, and so voted against
the whole bill. Mr. Donnelly said he
had been petitioned by constituents
whose wishes he could not help re-
specting, to vote against this bill. He
would not have introduced such a
measure, and, moreover, he would have
been perfectly satisfied to have winked
at this for a few years longer until
those foreigners who have brought
with them their European ideas of the
relation of church and school would be-
come more thoroughly Americanized,
but now that the issue was squarely
made he could not refuse to stand by a
cardinal American principle and vote
for the separation of church and state.

Mr.Lloyd said he was in favor of the
first section of the bill but opposed to
the second, so he voted against it. The
same position was taken by Judge
Hicks, except that he voted for the bill.
Mr. Meyers was of the same opinion as
Mr. Lloyd. He did not wish to prohibit
sisters of any denomination who, he
said, were teaching without pay, from
doing so in public schools. He voted
against the bill. Mr. Boutwell, having
voted for the bill, read over the second
section and changed his vote to no.
Whereupon Mr. Martin changed from
no to aye. The bill was passed by a
vote of 63 to 28, recorded as follows:

Yeas
—

Abbott, Gilbertson, McGill,
j Barta, Grondahl. McLean,
] Basford, Hartshorn, McNeil,
IBergley, Head, Olds,• Bigelow, Heimerdlnger, Parker.
! Briggs, Henderson, Sampson,
] Coe, Hicks. Scott.

Cray, Hollister, Scribner,
Cunningham, Jacobson, Sederberg,
Dale, Johnson, Shell,

' Dare, Kelley, Slmonson,
! Davies, Kendall. Sloan,
| Donnelly, Laing, Snyder,
IDrommerhau- Laybourn, Soule,

sen. Leach, Stone.
Dunn, Lee, St. John,

IDyer, Littleton, Torton,
I Eigenbrodt, Mansfield, Vigen,

Emerson, Marin, West,
Fosnes, Mattson, Wilkinson,
Foss, McEihaney, Mr. Speaker

—
Froslee.

Nays—
Belden, Kraker, Poetz,
Boutwell, Larson, Schroeder,
Feig, Lellman, Severance.Foell, Lloyd, Snodgrass,
Goss. Mahood, Staples,
Hall, Martin, Truwe,
Hayter, Meyers, Inderleak,
Hill, McGrath, Vail,
Jameson, Nyqulst, Yum Lc-heJohns,

• MIST GIVE BONDS.

Trust Companies to Furnish Securi-
ties Same aua Individuals.

A bill which has been attracting con-
siderable attention was passed by the
house yesterday. House File 256, intro-
duced by Judge Littleton, requires that
trust companies doing business as
guardians, adm'nistrators, etc., must
give bonds the same as natural per-
sons. Mr. Schmidt, of Duluth, op-
posed the measure on the ground that
the trust companies were acting under
the most stringent laws, and were
much more secure than any private in-
dividual could be. The plan to re-
quire bonds for each case would not be
as safe as the general security put up
by the companies with the secretary of
state.

Mr. Fosnes pointed out that some of
these bonds in the custody of the sec-
retary of state were not worth 25 per
cent of their face value, which placed
the security of the trust companies
down to a ridiculously small percent-
age of the property they sought to
make good.

Mr. Littleton also pointed out the
importance of further guarantees
against mushroom trust concerns, and
the bill passed upon a call of the house
by a vote of 76 to 10.

BUSY EVEMVt, SKSSIOX.

Lonsr List of Hills DiMitowed of Some
Way.

After a very busy day the house held an
unusually active evening session, and in
three hours passed on a number of bills
which have been advanced to the calendar.

The Boutwell bill, for the relief of Mrs.
Lambert, the widow of a soldier who re-
ceived injuries while on his way to the re-
lief of Fort Kidgley, from which he after-
ward died, was briefly defeated and then
killed. It was explained that he had lost
his life practically in the struggle against
the Indians.

Mr. Basford, of Winona, opposed the bill.
He said the Injury had been received a long
time ago. and that the claim had gone on
too long to be allowed at this time. "Ihave
fought Indians myself," he said, "and Ihave
killed them, too. Ikilled one Indian, and I
hear his death cries ringing in my ears yet.
Ivote no on the bill." As .Mr. Basford" is
well up on the roll call, a large number of
members followed his cue, and the bill was
killed.

The house killed the bill for the state aid
for schools for the deaf in special school dis-
tricts. This bill iH. F. KB) was introducedby Mr. Cray, at the request of the Minneapo-
lis board of education, which has such aschool now in operation. The bill proposed togive $125 for each deaf pupil in the school
which is about $200 less than the cost to
the state under the state school plan. The
bill was opposed by Mr. Laing. Mr. Feig, Mr.
Hollester and Mr. Kelley. The only voice
raised in its defense was that of Mr. Cray.
He pointed out the feelings of the parents
whose children were sent away from home,
hut the house decided that the advantage
was with the large state school, and the bill
was defeated by a vote of 47 for and 37 against.

The forowing bills were passed or lost:
H. F. GTS (..McDonald)—Fixing the salary of

the secretary of the state board of health at
$2,560. Passed.

H. F. 2.W (Littleton)—Providing that trustcompanies shall give bonds for fidelity the
same as natural persons. Passed.

H. F. 397 (Snodgrass)— For the relief of B.
S. Russell and others. Ixjst.
H. F. 694 (Scule)—Forbidding the use of sec-

tarian garb and sectarian instruction in pub-
lic sc+oo's. Passed.

H. F. 7(71 (substitute for H. F. 608. Ju-
diciary committee)— Relating to bonding coun-
ties. Passed.

H. F. 762 (judiciary committee)— To legal-
ize bonds heretofore issued by counties in
certain cases. Passed.

H. F. 790 (Dunn)— To repeal an act author-
!izing county commissioners to acquire public
Iparks. Passed.

H. F. 199 (Kelly)—Relating to state fees of
i corporations. Pae«ed.

H. F. 49 (Boutwell)—Providing that where
county commissioners license a saloon within'- 160 rods of any village half the license fee

!shall go to the village. Passed.
H. F. 404 (Johns)— For the relief of Henry

;Dillery. Passed.
H. F. 655 (Cray^—Providing for day schools

j for deaf children in special district. Lost.
H. F. 897 (Johns)— To provide for the incor-

poration of the Independent Order of B'rai
B'rith. Passed.

H. F. 172 (Boutwell)—For the relief of Mrs.• Lambert. Lost.
H. F. 759 (substitute for H. F. 529. Com-'

mittee on railroads)— Providing that rall-;roads shall build cattle shede at all stations
where thirty cars of cattle are shipped in the

;course of the previous season. Passed.
H. F. 802 (Smith)—Relating to replevin

bonds. Passed.
H. F 803 (Smith)—Relating to the security

| for costs In municipal courts. Passed.
H. F. 740 (Schmidt)— To regulate the filing

of notices of real estate actions. Lost
—

46 toj 42.
H. F. ~Qi> (Dunn)—To provide for the reor-

ganization of banks and the levying of as-
seiyuuents upon stockholders.
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PREDICT fl SPLIT
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be tied up In committee so as to pre-
vent action on any legislation, not to
mention legislation favorable to the
large body of the people, which was
frequently the case. He favored the
adoption of the rule, but, after some
discussion, the matter was referred like
its predecessor, to tiife committee on
rules.

REPORTED OX POWERS.

Senator Dunn Presents a Unanimous
Report.

Senator Stevens moved the adoption of thereport of the Powers Tabor bureau. Senator
Culkin moved that the report be laid on the
table. No hasty action, he said, should be
taken. It was to some extent a political
question. He favored making the report a
special order for today at 10:30.

Senator Stevens admitted there was a politi-
cal question, but he looked at it in a different
light. He thought it was time that the Re-publican party saw to it that this department
was thoroughly divorced from partisanship.

Senator Heneman said the people would
stand by the committee, whether the senate
did or not.

Senator Dunn said there was no reason. In
his opinion, for hurrying the thing through.

Senator Young said the senate had no au-
thority to reverse or amend the report of tha
committee. They were entitled to be dis-
charged, unless there was something more for
them to do. The senate could not make the
report say anything that the senators whosigned it did not say.

The report was received, and the committee
discharged.

The report was as follows:
The undersigned, your special committee,

appointed to investigate the labor bureau,
under the charges appearing in the senatejournal of March 1, respectfully report as fol-
lows:

Your committee heard all the evidence per-
tinent to said charges offered by the promoters
of said investigation, and also the evidence
offered in rebuttal on the part of the bureau
of labor. All the evidence was taken in
shorthand, which has been duly transcribed
and is herewith transmitted.

From tbe evidence so adduced we find some
of said charges sustained, and others not sus
tamed, as follows:

First—Non-enforceroent of the factory law.
We find that the several factory inspectors

have used their best endeavors to enforce this
law, and have accomplished much good there-
under. Many orders, however, made by them
in the course of their duty have not been com-plied with by the several factories concerned,
and but little has been done by the bureau
to bring those delinquents to a literal com-
pliance with the orders made. We believe
the bureau should hereafter give more of its
time and attention to a systematic course of
inspection and a more rigid enforcement of
its orders.

Second— Publishing an unauthorized work,
entitled "Purchasing Power of Gold" at the
state's expense.

We find this book Is not authorized by the
law requiring the publication of biennial re-
ports by the commissioner of labor. It does
not treat of the subjects prescribed by the
statute to be covered by such reports, and
it was published at a time when the matters
treated of therein were the subject of par-
tisan discussion and party dissension.

We believe that it was unwarranted in
its subject matter and because of the politi-
cal issues then pending., was partisan in
tone. That it was published earlier than
usual, to wit, about Oct. 2t), 189G, so that it
appeared and was distributed during the
heat of the late campaign. W"e believe thedepartment should be non-partisan in every
respect, and that no interference of the em-
ployes therein in political campaign work
should be tolerated. k

Third—Statistics gathered at expense of the
state and never published.

We find all of the statistics that have been
gathered by the bureau on matters pertain-
ing directly to the domain of labor, have
been published, as required by law.

Some statistics have, from time to time,
been gathered on subjects which we do not
believe to be within the legitimate purview j
of the labor law, notably, "millingstatis-
tics." "tax statistics" and "probate court
statistics" which have never been carried
to any definite conclusion in the department
or published in iut reports.

We think this speculative line of work
should be abandoned, and the time of the
department more completely devoted to the
advancement of the practical interests of
labor.

Fourth— I'sing office force during office
hours upoii a work ea'.^d '"Farmer Hay-
seed.

''
This charge is to sonn extent true. Not

much of the time of the employes of the
bureau was so consumed, but it is exceedingly
injudicious to bring the private literary work
of the commissioner of labor into the bureau
to upset and interfere with the public duties
of the office.

Fifth—"Mortgage statistics garbled." This
charge is wholly untrue and unwarranted.
The garbling; of statistics would necessarily
mean their falsification. There was no evi-
dence offered to justify this charge.

Sixth—Personal charges.
We find none of the charges of personal

delinquency on the part of Mr. Powers are
sustained.

The time claimed to be wasted at Leech
lake and Rainy lake was shown to be a part
of the annual thirty days' vacation of the em-
ployes. We think, however, this custom of al-
lowing a thirty days' vacation on full pay-
is unwarrantable, and the period should be
cut down.

Your committee is of the opinion that
fewer employes in this bureau could accom-
plish all the good in the cause of labor con-
templated by this law. provided their united
efforts were directed to the purposes outlined
in the statute, and questions of speculative
philosophy abandoned.

A commissioner of labor at a salary of
$2,000 a year, a deputy commissioner and two
competent factory inspectors will, we be-
lieve, accomplish the work, and by dropping I
unnecessary help, and confining the work of
the bureau within the limits of the law. as
demanded by the laboring element, a saving
to the state can be accomplished of at least
$6,000 per year over the present extravagant
expense of the bureau.

We recommend the passage of S. F. 558.embodying the above suggestions, for the re-
construction of said bureau on the lines above
outlined. Respectfully submitted.—

H. H. Dunn.—
E. T. Young,

—James McHale.
—P. M. Ringdal.—

C. J. Larson,
—A. B. Cole.
—iota Peterson.

FEIG-S LICENSE BILL

For Peddler* Paaara the Senate With
Votes to Spare.

The towns and counties committee reported
the Feig peddlers' license bill favorably.
Senator Thorpe asked that the ru'ea be sus-
pended and the bill passed. Senator McHale
said the bill wac meritorious in his belief, as
the majority of what he terms "city" nieas-
ures. Senator Ringdal opposed the bill. He i
said it was honorable to sell goods from a
pack as from a store. The tax was uncon-
stitutional, in his opinion, under the provis-
ion that all the taxes should be equitably dis-
tributed.

Senator McHale said these peddlers imposed
upon the rural people. He thought the only
opposition to the bill was from the big city
stores, who found it an expedient method of j
getting rid of shop-worn goods. Senator |

| Howard said it was a species of paternalism, j
an effort to prevent people from being i
cheated.

Senator Ringdal said there were merchants
i who were after suckers, aside from the ped- ,
Idlers.

The rules were suspended by a vote of 37 j
;to 10, and the bill passed by the same vote, \
{ as follows:
j Ayes—Barr, Cole. Collester. Cronkhite, Cul- :

jkin. Currier, French, Filler, Greer, Hanson, j
;Heneman, Hodge, litis? Johnson (A. G.).

Jones, Knatvold, Larson^ Lloyd. Masterman, !
;McHale, Peterson. Roverud. >Schaller. Smith, j
!Spencer, Sperry, Stebbins. Sfweningsen. The- j
j den. Thompson. Thorpe, Whitney, Wing, Wy- j
man. Young—37.

Noes—Hanna. Howard. Johnson (W. E.), j
Morgan. Ozmun, Pottgieser, Reishus, Ring- i
dal, Sheehan, Stevens

—10,

WHAT AVIIX BECOME OF THEMf

The Sheehan charter bills were a special
order for the senate to follow the reappor-
tionment debate, but in the wrangle which
followed the charter bills were forgotten en-tirely, and it is probabte that they will be
reset as special orders for some time the first ;

of next week. Senator Sheehan still pro-
fesses to be sanguine that the bills, or one
of them, will pass, but some of the other
senators are not so hopeful.

With a calendar bearing sixty bills, the
senate has enough to do to keep it busy allday without the two special orders. One
of these is the reform school certificate bill,
which is marked for 10:30. and the other
the department store occupation tax bill.which
Is set for 2:30. Senator Theden counts upon
a generous support for the bill in return for
his fidelity to the ruralists in their fight for
the Feig bill yesterday, and is confident that
the b:ll will paae. although it is very evidentihat an effort will be made to either defeat
ir.,.eutlrely or suh«itute fo>* it the Sperry
bill, which aims to reach one of the evilsalleged against the department stores by a
different course, the punishment of fraud inbargains offered and not given.
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REVIEWED THE YEAH
A\.\rAL MEETING OP THE HOUSE

OF HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
CHIRCHL

I ;

SHOWING IS SATISFACTORY,

ALTHOUGH IN SOME RESPECTS IT
WAS NOT QUITE UP TO FORMER

YEARS.

REPOR.T9 OP CHURCH OFFICERS.

Membership Roll Containx Over 1,-
-000 \nines

—
Financial Statement—

Election of Trovteea.

The forty-second annual meeting of
the House of Hope Presbyterian church
was held last night in the large as-
sembly room of the church. Rev. J.
P. Egbert, pastor of the church, pre-
sided over the meeting, and at the
close of the reading of the annual re-
ports delivered a short address, in
which he said that, although the show-
ing made was not quite up to that of
other years in some respects, it was,
on the whole, most satisfactory.

The report from the session was pre-
sented by H. Knox Taylor, and was as
follows:
Membership April Ist, 189S 1,011
Added by confession 32
Added by letter .• 25

Total 1,058
Total number of members dropped from

the rolls during the year from various causes,
103.

Total membership of the church on April1,
1897. 965.

The financial statement cf the trustees,
which was presented by the treasurer of the
church, was as follows:

Dr.
Balance March 31, 1896. . $1.94
Foreign missions $500.00
Home missions 700.00
Ministerial relief 200.00
Church erection 100.00
•ducation 100.00
Publication, Sunday-school

work 210.00
Freedmen 150.00
College aid 100.00

$2,060.00
Our missionary $375.00
Home Sunday-school 500.00
Deacons' fund 350.00
Assistant to pastor 1,200.00
Hope chapel 800.00Presbyterian alliance Bt.ll
Pastor's fund Mt.9f
Sessional fund 536.59
Our Church Visitor 480.00
General assembly 110.77
Dano-Norwegian church ... 30.96
St. Paul Relief society 68.28

$4,772.36

$6,832.36
Pew rentals $8,823.05
Incidental collection 388.13
Special (deficiency fund) .. 3.874!5J0
Borrowed 975.00

$20,859. Zi
Cr.

Collections remitted $6,832.33
Pastor's salary $5,000.00
Pulpit supply 240.00
Music 2.132.50
Sexton 640.00
Collection pew r^nt 400.00
Gas and electric light 422 42
Fu«l 4W.58
Insurance 481.74Printing and advertising.. 296.60
Furniture 23.33
Water and tax sprinkling.. 14.G0
Sundries 91.32
Current repairs 35.88
Interest 49.21

Q
,, —

$10,316.18 jSpecial-
Storm sash and storm

doors $179.90 I
£*»<* n«>^ 3,353.00 !
Cash on hand 16.94

'

$20,895.38
The following report was rrresented'b'y thepew committee, for the year ending March 31, j

Amount pew rentals for current
yf&\Yl\^---J $9,078.65!
of which there has been collected.. 8,227..-,,-,

Leaving due and unpaid $851.10

Previous year's rentals collected.... $595.50
Current year's rentals collected 8,227.55

Total amount collected during,he year $8,823.05

Due and unpaid unpaid previous,yfiar • • $134.25
Due and unpaid current year 851.10

Amount due and unpaid for rentals
to April1, 1896 $385.35

Estimated value of unpaid rentals.. $500.00
The following board of trustees was electedfor the ensuing year: Re-elected, Gov. Alex-ander Ramsey and Gen. J. B. Sanborn to suc-

ceed Judge C. E. Otis, Kenneth Clark.Reports were received frnm all the auxiliary
organizations of the church, and all werefound to be in a flourishing condition. Thesereports were as follows: Sunday-school H SDyer: Hope chapel Sabbath school. Dr.' C. ELee; board of deacons, Douglas Putnam- VP. S. C. E., Miss Jessie Scott; Women'sHome Missionary society. Mrs. C. R. Stone-
Women's Foreign Missionary society Mrs'P. R. Saunders; Church Visitor Mrs.' F LWilliams; WillingHelpers, Miss Amelia Olmlstead, and Hope Guards. Rev. C. W. Scovel.

PIRST BAPTIST QUARTERLY.

Reports Submitted ax to Finances,
Meiultersliiit and Attendance.

At the quarterly meeting of the First Bap-
tist church last night the treasurer's re-port gave the receipts for the quarter as$1,434.54 and the disbursements $1,410.75; bal-
ance on hand. $23.79. The revenue of the
church being derived from monthly pledges
there being 827 contributors. The report of
H. C. Drake, the church clerk, showed an
increase In membership of eighteen, making
a total membership of 531. George H. Brlggs,
superintendent of the Sunday school, gave !the membership as 337 and the average at- i
tendance 283. After these reports were re- i
ceived. Dr. Conley made a short address.

'
The church choir then gave a selection, fol- |
lowed by solos by Miss Gregg, and Messrs.
Butterick, Hollowell and Titcomb. Follow- '\u25a0
ing the programme refreshments were served,
about 250 people being present. The ladies
in charge were Misses Snider. TitcombGriggs. Rhodes. Twohy. Horton, Stlllman,
Taylor. Hatton and Parell.

LITTI^ECOURTESY TO DEARTH

Chairman Schmidt, of the house committeeon insurance, reported for passage late yes-
terday afternoon H. F. 428, a bill for the
codification of the insurance laws, which led
to a decidedly Interesting passage at arms

'
which lasted possfbly half an hour.

The bill is substantially the same as H. F
720. which was killed by the house some
two weeks ago. The bill is opposed by the
fraternal orders of the state. Mr. Leybourn
a leading member of the Modern Woodmenand Royal Arcanum, from Duluth, was com-
missioned to look after the interests of thefraternal orders, and he was not to be caught
napping. He had done much to kill the bill
in the first place. He led the figh: against
the adoption of the report of the insurance
committee, and moved as a substitute that
the bill be indefinitely postponed. He said it
was not fair to bring the same bill back to
the house again. The bill, he said, was op- i
posed by 18,000 Modern Woodmen, 18.C00 .
United Workmen. 4,ooo Royal Arcanumites, 3,soo i
Foresters and 4.000 Maccabees, besides many i
members of the Knights of Honor and other

'
orders which have insurance branches. The
bill was indefinitely postponed.* • •

Almost the last thing before the evening
recess was taken, the house committee on•
legislative expenses reported out favorably the ;
usual appropriation of $150 each for the of- \u25a0\u25a0

ficial reporters. There was no debate upon j
the matter, save that when the roll was

'
called Mr. Foss and Mr. Donnelly explained I
their votes. The resolution was adopted by
a vote of 75 to 20. * • •

A resolution tc f.x the salary of the reading
dark, John J. Ryder, at $8 a day, was pr»- j
sented by Mr.Feig, and referred to the com-
mittee on legislative expenses. A number
el the members took occasion to say clever
things about the present incumbent, "and" the i
able manner in which he has attended :o
the duties which at previous sessions have re- Iquired the attention of two clerks.* • *

The house committee on appropr}at*r*M yes-
'

terday reported out 11. F. Sv.'t (Dauiniore) j
to reimburse the Twin City Jockey club for j
improvements put in at the s-.a-.c fair grounds I
in 1892. The bill, as reported out. Is slight- j
ly amended, doing away with ths commission
named to appraise the value of the improve- j
ment and reducing the amount ask?d for )
$30,00-0, to some amount not to exceed $20,000t |

IS LIKE fl COUTRACT
IHd.KE FEXSIONEKS DOl BT THE

VALIDITY OF THE LAW Jl ST

PASSED

CUTTING OFF THEIR PENSIONS.

LIST OF THESE WHOSE SERVICES

miii'HUßD roan ""
hart

FAY.

TWO ARE WIDOWS OX THE UR.

Hot,- the Fund V\'a« Sta-rted mill the

Amount That Hum Ueen lii>-

peluted.

The thirteen persons who have been
drawing $550 per month from the po-

lice pension fund will be forced in the
future to get along without this source
of income. The bill repealing the pen-
sion law was signed by the governor
Tuesday, and, according to Comptroller.
McCardy, all pensions will cease from
the time the repeal bill became a law.

The pension fund was created by a
law of the legislature in 1889. Under
the law 10 per cent of the fines col- \
lee ted from criminal cases in the po-
Use court constituted the fund, togeth-

'

er with such amounts as were imposed \
as fines on members of the police de-
partment. Members of the force who
had served twenty years and were over
fifty years of age were entitled to be
retired on half pay, not to exceed in
any case $1,000 a year, provision was
also made for the payment of $400
a year to the widow or children under
eighteen years of any member who
might be killed in the discharge of his
duty. Members who were totally dis-
abled by injuries while on duty were
also included in the provisions of the
law.

The first person to take advantage

of the pension law was the late John
B. Bresette, who was retired in June,
IS9O, on a pension of $1,000 a year. In
June, 18.92. John Clark was retired and
placed on the roll at a pension of $1,000
per year. Other members of the force
who had served the time allotted under
the law were retired in 18y2 and 18f)o

and placed on half pay. The total
amount paid to the pensioners since
the pension board was organized In
I£9o and the name of J. B. Bresette
placed on the roll fes $23,000. The names
of those now on the list are John Clark,
Thomas Kenaley, I. D. Morgan, Henry
Calvin, Robert Palmer, John VcgUe,
Edward Shields, James Nugen-t, W. ,r.
McGuiggan, Mary McCarrick, Mrs.
Caroline Costello, Mrs. Hermine Bre- j
sette and Dennis Murphy.

Under the provisions of the pension
law, when there was not sufficient
funds received from fines from the po-
lice court to pay the pensions on the
roll in full, the members were to pro
rata the amount, and under no clr-<
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ST. PAUL'S GREATEST STORE.

Jacket and Suit Dept.
A magnificent display of the new, swell ,-y-rv* j£S?3x

styles, in greater variety, a larg-er assortment lt*ffsthan ever shown by one concern in St. Paul
— «/sffl[ /^SfsfjL&i

the prices willbe found to be a particularly
pleasing- feature. v_ /
Ladies' AH-Wool Storm Cheviot Serge Suits, T^LJgt^

new Eton Jacket, silk serge lined, fronts fftXtrimmed with new loops, skirt Q^T ff\ CSS-w ifull width, percaline lined, vel-
*/ I frS / \\

vet bound. Special value at
* »J V |U / \\

Ladies' A!!-Wool Storm Cheviot Suits, lined Y^!j \\\all through with colored taffeta silk, jacket (f § \ \made with new fly front, skirt full width, »—\~IJ \ \perfectly finished, colors navy, $-g /\ /\/\ <Z&T> «3? \ \green and black. Special II8138 I sl* \ \
price only lvovv <l Z / V*"^

Tlie Jacket can be worn with any skirt. ir1»s^"~
c—a Ladies' Silk Skirts, 4% yards wide, perca-
/vf"^-V line lined, velvet bound, per- C A f\f\/V-^iVV feet fitting; worth

*A UW/'^VyV Foronly T./O
jfo^w''^MXh, Better grades at $6.50, |7.50, $8.50 and $10.00.

h&Jt^lW^xk Ladies' Skirts, in small ckecks, made with
nW^V^ l(^D)r(\ belt au*1 pocket satchel to C-f AOK??^ &W^^\ match, percaline lined, oerfect

*Il|X
r«ul'l%tf^ fi

"'
ng- *•—*"- Uyo

I?W> WPaS W3K Better grades at $2.98, $3.50 and up.
Sm*,^&nlSSßa\ Ladies' New Spring Jackets, in newest
lA (W )j \SS^ shades of cloth, fly front, half CP*/\ /\
NQ |*Trf^ silk iined, velvet collar, per-

*
111I2—«

" '"'
feet fitting. Sale price only waV/V

Ladies' Cloth Jackets, made in new tight -fitting style, C; < /% /% Afronts trimmed with loops, silk-lined, colors tan, green, II111Icadet, heliotrope and black. Special '. IVtvv

Ladies' ££ MILLINERY.
Underwear ains .a&^A °« ,
carefully; they suggest a great QoW2&ff

*orm.al

saving: <S&M^K^O?peninff
ls over »

200 dozen Ladies' Vests, low neck, Du
*tne

sleeveless, or high V shape neck, \ c^S??sP display-
wing sleeves, worth 19c df/m jp A*W*a W£& '
and 25c, colors ecru and IJM* *"^V 1I &L remains
white. Thursday, I#o \\ \ /£§/** t îe same »
each %m\mi V Z^_ W% all the

50 dozon Jersey Ribbed Vests, S^;fJX&cJ Exquisite
ecru, Hg-ht weight, fleece-lined, v^Si^^^T^Ji Pattern
high neck, long sleeves, ig\n iff \ 4'-JS Hats andsilk-finished, pants to lilu P f&^szsf Rnnnpt,
match; worth 35 cents. |*ft,•».•*«

oonnets
Today, each ||| on exnibition, and in every

case you will find reasonable-
Hosiery Dept. ness of price coupled with cor-

-1 case ladies' 25c Hermsdorf Black rectness of style.
Hose, double soles and JVa a—*s*j„i_ir-«t
heels, extra long; a bar- ITG ArtificialFlOWerS.
gain at 25 cents. 1f 2,000 bunches Lilies of the Valley,1°day

""
Clover, Blnets, Heliotropes, Silk

£0 dozen Children's Fast *f%n Roses with Foliage, Poppies, all
Black Seamless Stockings, gfllb nevv 'worth up to 50c per + A
15c kind, sizes 6 to B>^. bunch. Thursday, Friday I\3r
Today, per pair 1%J and Saturday, per bunch

*JV

Dress Linings. Wash Qoods '
Just received, one case more of fine

5c Cambric Lining, only. .. 2C Zephyr Ginghams, in checks,
10c All-Linen Grass Cloth. 3c stripes and plaids a re^u- p»
7c Black Taffeta Lining... 4c &^fi?ffij 3C
18c Black Taffeta, Fast Ani- _ "

._\

line Rlirk 10r
°ne case of Fl,le Jaconets, white,"5 ,£ "un '-'W I,*

" ffrotmds, colored figures. 31 m _
60c Real French Hair Cloth. inches wide; a real 12#c JCGray 35C quality. Today /V

BUTTERICK'S PATTERNS ON SALE HEReT"

cumstances were the pensioner* to
have any lien on the eitv for the bal-ance. As the income of the fund wasonly about $2,0!>0 per year and the
amount ra;d out based on the fullpension amounted to over $6,000, thoseon the roll, even had the law not beenrepealed, would only have i-t eelved one-
third of their pensions.

Sume of the men who have beenknocked out of their pension by tharepeal of the law talk about going
into court and testing tho question as
to the legality of the repeal. It laclaimed that th^ir retirement on haltpay is in the nature of a contract withthe city, and that they have rights
which cannot be affected by the repeal
of the law.

An Ideal Tonic— St. Marie Port.
Sound and pure. The finest medicinal
wine on the market. $4 per gallon, $12
per case. California Wine House.

Senate Kontine.
Dills Passed—
S. F. jtS lWhitney, by request of the gov-

eruoi)—Fixing terms of court in Beltrami
county. Ayes, 32; noes, 0.

S. F. 662 (Hodge, by request of the gov-
ernor)—Amending law* defining a legal news-paper. Ayes. 34; noes, 0.

EL F. U4 (Feig)—To permit organixbd towa-ships to regulate peddlers. Ayes, 37; noes, to.
Bills Introduced

—
S. F. 663 iKeller, by request of the gov-

ernor)—To encourage the manufacture of beet
sugar and to regulate freight rates. rMacedon calendar.

Material for a quart of rich blood In
every bottle of it. St. Marie Port Wine.
$4 per gallon, $12 per case. California
Wine House.

WILL BE SORE AXD SORRY*.

Frank HaUmka Dfmtro.v* Property
iinil Injures Himself.

A man who gave his name as Frank Ha-
lamka was arrested by Officer Christian last
night, in Berwanger's saloon, at 491 Wabasha
street. He entered the place a few minutes
before 10 o'clock in a drunken state, and be-
came noisy and abusive, and was ordered
out by Mrs. Berwanger, who waß in charge ot
the saloon at the time. Instead of departing
he began to demolish tbe furniture, and,
among other things, smashed a plate glass
window. His hands were badly cut and a
fragment of the glass struck Mrs. Berwanger
In the face, causing an ugly gash. A. charge
of drunk and disorderly conduct was preferred
against the man.

St Marie Port. For the special use
of invalids. $4 per gallon, $12 per case.
California Wine House.

THE ROBERTS
BICYCLE.

Hade in St. Paul.

$40, $50, $60.
THE WHEEL THAT BEAT THE WHEEL

THAT BROKE THE RECORD.

Speedy, Durable, Light Running,
BEST ON EARTH.

hub i\ iini.
Fnctory, 'aletroom,

East Seventa St. St. Peter St. bst. 3d <k 4ta


