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TODAY’'S WEATHER.

WASHINGTON, April 8—Forecast for Fri-
day: Minnesota—Generally fair; north to west
winds; warmer in northern portion.

Wisconsin—Generally fair; probably threat-
ening in exireme southeast portion in the
early morning; noriherly winds.

North Dakota—Generally fair; slightly
warmer; - westerly winds.
South Dakota—Partly cloudy weather;

morth to west winds. :
Montana—Generally fair; warmer in eastern
Jportion; westerly winds.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

United States Department of Agriculture,
Weather Bureau, Washington April 8 643
. m. Local Time, 8 p m. T75th Meridian
g‘nne.—ouemuons taken at the same mo-
ment of time at all stations.

TEMPERATURES,

Place. Tem.; Place. Tem.
8t. Paul .............48{Prince Albert ....... 36
Duluth ... L HIEdmonton .....e.ee..s
Huron ..46/Battleford ...........
Bismarck 36
‘Wiiliston 38 Buffalo
Havre . 'Boston
Helena 34/Cheyenn
Minnedosa ...........36]

Medicine Hat .......54 Montreal ..
Qu'Appelle ..........36 New Orlean:
Swify Current .......40|New York
Winnipeg ............ 34 Pittsburg ....
DAILY MEANS.
Barometer, 20.14; mean thermometer, 44;

relative humidity, 55; wind at 8 p. m., north-
west; weather celear; maximum thermometer,
52; minimum thermometer, 36; daily range,
6; amount of rainfall in last twenty-four
ours, 0.

RIVER AT 8 A. M.

Gauge Danger Height of
Reading. Line. Water. Chang
& Paul .... 14 17.7 —0.1
Crosse . 0 13.3 *).4
avenport .. 5 10.6 *0.4
Bt. Louis ... .30 21.3 —0.3
*Rise. —Fall.

Note—Barometer corrected for temperature

and elevation. —P. F. Lyons, Observer.
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LAW AND GOD.

A communication published else-
where from Mr. Louis Nash exhibits
the characteristic failing of his school.
They mix up inextricably divine and
kuman law, and in their minds the
words “state” and ‘“God” are synony-
mous. Between moral law and civil
law, statute law and divine law, our
correspondent draws no distinction.
The “thou shalt” of Mount Sinai he
would have repeated by congress and
by every state legislature, and would
endeavor, in a republic which can d»
no more than obtain an average of
minds, to establish the absolute cer-
tainty and the dogmatism of action
that attach to the theocracy. Given a
law of conduct that is at least believed
to emanate from an all-wise, all-good
and all-powerful being, and it may
very well be couched in mandatory
terms. “Thou shalt” belongs to God.
The passing over of this language or
of this attitude to the state, which is
a mere summing up of All Of Us, is a
transfer as illogical in principle as it
Is impossible in praetice. It might
occur to our correspondent that there
are a good many ‘“thou shalt nots’
lald down in sacred writ which even
moral and religious people today, ex-
cept of certain beliefs, do not sub-
scribe to. He will find a lot of prohi-
bitions in the Old Testament, and a lot
of prescriptive rules about food an:
dress and ceremonials, from which the
good people of the present day excuse
themselves upon the plea that they are
“living in the new dispensation.” As
a matter of fact, however, as refer-
ring to conduct, it ought to be inter-
esting to the writer of these articles
to notice that the “you must” of holy
writ is of exceeding rare occurrence,
In the ten commandments it is the
negative and not the positive side that
predominates. Aside from the com-
mandments to love God and to honor

, parents, the decalogue is a list of pro-
hibitions. The state may safely pro-
hibit those actions in which an individ-
ual attempts to limit the rightful lib-
erty of his fellow. So far the state
also says ‘“‘thou shalt not.” If it went
no further, we should have much less
to complain of than we do.

The important thing, it seems to us,
for all who are inclined to think as
Mr. Nash does, is to realize that the
state is not God. It is not a source to
which we can look for inspiration, or
from which we can draw infallible

wisdom. It is not s=afe to place
unnecessary power in the hands
pf the state, mnor s it reason-
able to expect frem it a better

conduct of enterprise or a better regu-
Jation of industry than from individ-
uals. For, remember, the state is
only an assemblage of certain persons
gelected ont of the whole mass of us,
and, being elected by majorities, they
represent a fair average of the whole.
They are neither the best nor the worst
men in the community, but somewhere
in the middle. The state, therefore,
like the average individual, is selfish,
greedy, narrow and open to influences
that are hostile to the well being of
the greater number and to the ad-
wvancement of the community. It is not
one whit more reasonable to expect
gar-reaching reforms from ‘“the state”
than it is to pick up a man and call
him king and give him absclute power.
and then sit down and wait for the
millennium. .

We are no more patient of evil than
Mr. Nash, and we believe that the
system which Christ taught was not
only a system of religion, but a per-
fectly practicable and the only sue-
cessful industrial and economic sys-
tem as well. You will no more force
4t on men until they have grown up %o
dt morally than the believers in the
Jlaster could bring the world over to
"His side in a day, or even save Him

from a painful and ignominious death
‘Whenever people in the past have
tried to set up the power of the stat=
as God, they have made a sad botch
of it. We have observed progress
in morality, in humanity and in right-
eousness to be the effect of education
and the slow enlightenment of the
masses, and not the effect of statute.
We have observed, moreover, that ev-
ery attempt to make the world over
by law has produced greater evils than
it cured. These are the formidable
reasons why the “you should” policy,
and not the “you must,” is the right
one for a democratic, as distinguished
from a theocratic form of governmenl.

As to the proposition to make the
Globe an open ferum through which
the opinions, aspirations and desires
of the people may be expressed, that
is no “departure,” as Mr. Nash calls
it, but has been the position and offer
of this newspaper from the beginning.
All through the heat and stress of the
last campaign the advocates of both
sides had free access to the colmuns
of the Globe, provided only that
their communications were respectful
in language and reasonable in length
The Globe is open today, and will
remain open to those who have ever an
idea to advance for the betterment of
mankind, and can express it hriefly
and sincerely for publication. We de-
sire no better work than to aid in
bringing more closely together the
ideas of people who long for good gov-
ernment and the advancement of hu-
manity, however widely their views
may differ from ours. From the free
interchange of opinion, progress re-
sults, The Globe is the only news-
paper in the Northwest through which
the people may filnd free expression,
and no man who comes to it honestly
and honorably has been or will be
turned away. It needs no new de-
parture and no special plea to open the

columns that are free to all.
—_—— e —.— ——— ——

ROOM FOR ECONOMY.

Eleven thousand six hundred and
eighty dollars was the amount expend-
ed in the support of the labor bureau
of the state last year as given in the
state auditor’s report, and we heartily
concur in the report of the investigat-
ing committee that this sum is decid-
edly too much to accomplish the pur-
poses of the bureau as set forth in its
creative act. That act, which is chap-
ter 6 of the General Laws of 1893, cre-
ates the bureau with certain quite
clearly deflned duties. It is to see to the
enforcement of all acts relating to the
employment of children, minors and
women, for the protection and preser-
vation of the health, life and limbs of
employes in factories or railways, and
for the protection of working classea.
Its officers are also required to “‘collect,
assort, arrenge and present” to the
legislature “statistical details relating
to all departments of labor in the
state; to the subjects of co-operation,
strikes or other labor difficulties; to
trades unions and other labor organ-
izations and their effect upon labor
and capital, and to other matters re-
lating to the commercial, industrial,
social, educational, moral and sanitary
conditions of the laboring classes.”

To do this work a commissioner is
authorized, with an assistant and a
factory inspector, who shall constitute
the bureau. The commissioner is re-
quired to appoint two deputies and two
assistant factory inspectors, one of
whom shall act as inspector of rail-
ways. He is authorized to employ
such other assistants at not to exceed
$4 a day, exclusive of traveling ex-
penses, as may be necessary, at a cost
not exceeding $3,000 a year. The com-
missioner shall be paid $2,500 a year,
his assistant $1,500, the factory inspec-
tor $1,200, the two deputies and the

each, with a sum not exceeding $3,000
for necessary traveling and incidental
expenses of the bureau.

The act thus makes provision for
seven salaried persons and authorizes
the commissioner to appoint still others
if necessary. It provides stated salaries
amounting to $9,200 a year and gives
$3,000 more for additional assistance
engaged by the day, while another
$3,000 is provided for ‘“‘necessary trav-
eling and incidental expenses,” al-
though the annual appropriation is
limited to $12,200. Of this all was spent
in 1896 except $320; a violation of prece-
dents in the otheg branches of this very
much bureaucrated state, where all
appropriations are serupulously spent.
Admitting that it is desirable to have
gathered annual statisties relating to

labor, and admitting that facto-
ry laws will not be enforeed
by those most interested in
their enforcement, it still remains

true that the provisions of this act
as to the number of officers and em-
ployes are on a scale not justified by
the duties to be legitimately performed.
It is encouraging that a committee has
found one place where the knife can
be applied to expenses, because it in-
duces hope that it or other commit-
tees may find similar needless expenses
in our bureaucratic state.

AN OBJECT LESSON IN PENSIONS.

The calm disregard of many people
for the lessons cf experience appears
in the recommendation of several new
schemes for pensions, notably that
providing for retired schcol teachers, at
the very moment when the police pen-
sion system is brought to an end. The
police pension law has now been re-
pealed and the repealing act approved.
It has been stamped officially as a fail-
ure, and everybody except the recip-
ients of bounty under it is glad to get
rid of it. A certain number of needy
persons have been sharers in its bene-
fits, but those benefits have also been
extended to other persons amply able
to take care of themselves,

We have here exhibited one of the
inherent difficulties of the pensioning
system. If you go into the business,
you must give the bounty to all those
who do not need it, as well as those
who do. If you attempt to apportion it
oniy among those who are in strait-
ened circumstances, the objection is
rgised that you stamp the receiver as

indigent and put the brand of pauper-

two assistant factory inspectors $1,000 |
tracts

you decline to do this, you must give
your pensions on an age and service
limit, without regard to the worldly
condition of the pensioner. It follows
from this that the scarcity of funds
which are designed for the support of
helpless dependents, or faithful, but
superannuated servants,must be shared
with members of the retired list amply
able to take care of themselves.

In the case of the police pension law
the fund derived from a percentage of
fines collected in the police court is in-
adequate to meet the drafts upon it
under the terms of the pension act.
But this is only an incident that serves
to bring out the failure of the law it-
self, as a whole, to do what was ex-
pected of it, and to satisfy either the
people at large or those who are ex-
pected to participate in its benefits,
So complete is the conviction that the
pension system as applied to the police
department is unsatisfactory that the

‘law was repealed without any diffi-

culty.

The repeal was a good thing, and
among the best effects of it should be
the cessation of all attempts to pension
public servants from the public treas-
ury in any shape whatever. Let every
individual be the achitect of his own
fortunes and take the consequences of
his wisdom or folly. Let the individual
look out for himself, and do not dis-
courage economy and forethought by
holding out to certain classes the offer
of support in old age. The pension idea,
except as to actual soldiers of the fed-
eral army who are incapable at pres-
ent of self-support, is wrong and out
of place in a republic. It does not fit.
Let us have no more of it.

OF INTEREST TO LABOR.

Just as the application by the su-
preme court of the Sherman anti-trust.
law to break up the railroad trafiic
associations and prohibit the formation
of successors was entirely unfora-
seen and unintended by the promoters
of that law, so it appears not impossi-
ble that there lie within it other con-
sequences to other portions of the com-
munity that will create even greater
interest and consternation when they
shall have been developed. It is point-
ed out in the last issue of Bradstreet's
that the holding of the court appears
to apply with equal force to labor or-
ganizations, and that they who hav2
rejoiced in the main that the railroad
companies are being brought so se-
verely to bock may find themselves
later in the grasp of the same universal
legislation. It has been held uniform-
ly by legislatures and by the courts
that the combinations of employes to
further their interests, to secure a rise
or prevent a decrease in wages and
generally to look out for their own in-
terests as against those of others wers
not in restraint of trade and did not
come within the scope of any proper
legal prohibition. This is the view, not
only of the laboring men, but of fair-
minded men among employers as well.
They have desired to leave in the
hands of the workingman every proper
weapon by which he could resist any
assault of power and raise his own
condition. No law which proposed to
interfere with his freedom to act
through labor organizations could pos-
sibly pass either congress or any state
legislature. It does appear possible,
however, that, inadvertently, this priv-
ilege may have been assailed under
the general terms of the Sherman act;
and that he may have, when the issue
shall be tried, an even greater caus?
for complaint than the members of the
traffic association.

It is noticed by the editor of Brad-
street’s that “‘the court, in its decision,
lays down the rule that the term, con-
in restraint of trade, includes
all kinds of contracts which, in fact,
restrain, or may restrain, trade, anl
is not confined to such as are in un-
reasonable restraint of trade.” That
is to say, the court did not feel itself
called upon to inquire whether a given
combination was beneficent or injuri-
ous; whether the railroads ought or
ought not fo have the right to associ-
ate for securing stability of rates:
whether such stability was a good
thing or a bad thing, and the rates so
made reasonable or unreasonable;
whether, in one word, the ‘“restraint of
trade’’ brought about by these organ-
izations was helpful or hurtful to the
community. It looked in the law and
found that the combinations in them-
selves were prohibited. It went no fur-
ther. The question arises whether, un-
der such a ruling of the court, all com-
binations, either of managers or em-
ployes, do not come within the equal
reach of the act. We quote the closing
argument of Bradstreet’'s:

Combinations of railroad employes are, as
a general thing, aimed to secure either in-
crease of wages or regulation of the hours
of labor, or other betterments of their condi-
tion. In operation they must, of necessity,

.in some way or degree affect the business

of transportation, and in thiz way restrain
trade. If the objects proposed by them were
in themselves reasonable the combinations
would not be held obnoxious to the anti-trust
law if that measure were held to prohibit only
contracts unreasonably restraining trade. The
majority of the supreme court has, however,
held that the act prohibits reasonable as
well as unreasonable restraints of trade, and
it is difficult to see how almost any agree-
ment between employes of transportation
companies engaged in interstate commerce
can be supported under its ruling if carried
out to its logical conclusions.

The old rule which we have quoteid
so many times is that the unforeseen
and unexpected consequences of leg-
islation are always mere numerous
and important than those which have
been counted upon in advance. The
stir that was created throughout the
country by the announcement that
traffic associations must disband would
be a summer breeze as compared with
the cyclone of indignant wrath that
would break out should it be deter-
mined hereafter that the organization
of railroad employes in unions i1s
viewed by the law in the same light.
This question is one so vital to labor,
applying, as it does, to other organ-
izations indirectly connected with in-
terstate business, that the representa-
tives of the workingmen should look
into it at once. If it shall be declared
that they are under the ban of the
Sherman law, there will be an immedi-
ate and probably irresistible agitation
for its repeal.

REDUCTION OF THE PUBLIC DEBT.
To the Editor of the Globe. e
answer the toliowing in the Globe,
giving your authority:
First—How much did B. Harrison reduce
the public debt? Second—How much unearned
interest did he pay tb do it? Third—How

much premium did ? Fourth—What was
the saving to the "‘;v‘egu"
: —John Burns.

Minneapolis, Mu:ch 2;_ 1897.
(1) $338,042,830,

@) Imposeib? y 1? state; included
in 3.

(3.) $47,997,806.

(4.) Practically nene, for it assisted
in reducing revdnué and turned a sur-
plus into a defi¢it that, in turn, aided
in compelling the issue of. bonds by his
successor. The authority is the Statis-
tical Abstract issuéd by the treasury
department. -

—_— ————

Mr. Edward :‘P. ;’:‘la.rk, of the New
York Evening Post, contributes to the
March number of the National Review
a complete and sympathetic sketch of
the public life and services of ex-
President Cleveland and their relations
to the politics and the progress of this
country. Mr. Clark is one of those ad-
mirable critics who see events In their
right relation and judge men impar-
tially. His review of Mr. Cleveland’'s
public career is penetrated by a thor-
ough understanding of the man, and
is not marred by that mistaken form
of hero worship which would gloss over
his mistakes or deny his limitations.
Mr. Cleveland appears in these pages
for what he is, the servant of duty,
the man of stern and strong patriotism,
whose services to this nation can
never be forgotten, and also the man
of too little tact in dealing with other
men to hold together at his command
great political organizations. Mr.
Clark has written an Interesting and
important chapter of history, and has
written it in the right spirit and with
rare understanding and impartiality.

T

Edison suggests lines of discovery
in the application of electricity, and,
too busy himself to run them out,
leaves it for others to work the field.
Two or three years ago he discovered
that wires were not needed to convey
telegraphic messages and demonstrat-
ed it by telegraphing from moving
trains. Tesla experimented along the
same line, but a young Italian, Man-
coni, has specialized the discovery and
carried it to a remarkable extent. Re-
cently he sent a message without us-
ing wire from one postoffice in London
to another two miles away, and later
he sent a message five miles and
through, over or around a mountain.
The present limit of his instruments
is twenty miles, but he is sure he can
conquer any distance with them when
he has perfected them. Before th=
scheme for the nationalization of tele-
graphs is carried into effect it might be
well to await the outcome of Manconi’s
experiments. Should they prove what
he expects, we may see the Western
Union lobbying congress to buy its
lines and Bell telephone stock tum-
bling rapidly downward from its pres-
ent altitude.

Mr. Kohlsaat permits his Times-
Herald to say of the appointment of
“Oom” Gowdy, of Indiana, as consul
general to Paris, that ‘“‘there may beo
some incongruity in sending a farmer
to giddy Paris, but it does not appear
in evidence that Mr. Gowdy ever
bought any gold bricks or green goods,
and any man who could take an en-
tire state delegation away from Ben-
jamin Harrison and send it to St. Louis
instructed for McKinley is enough of
a politician to take care of himself
in any position he may secure.” So
we take it that the T.-H. regards abil-
ity to distinguish gold bricks and
green goods and to swipe a state dele-
gation as essential qualifications for a
place that requires a knowledge
silks, laces, wines and embroidery.
is told, anent this remarkable misfit
appointment, that when the president
was mildly remonstrated with for
making it he replied that he had
promised it to Mr. Gowdy last fall and
he must keep his word.

The motley aggregation of incongru-
ous and antagonistic elements known

of

axthe ARNtrinn upich his Jost pesyol | object than revenue, namely, regulation. The

through the throes of a national elec-
tion for represéntatives to the reichs-
rath. When the Republican party
began to throw off its shoots and we
saw the rise of the Prohibitionists,
National Labor, Populists and Silver
Republican parties, with the split that
divided the Democratic party, it began
to look as if we were having a free
coinage of political organizations here;
but we are a homogeneous people, po-
litically, compared with Austria. There
Clericals, Anti-Semites and Young
Czechs contested with German Lib-
erals, German Progressionists, Social
Democrats and German Nationals, with
sundry odd-named oOrganizations con-
testing in Bohemia and Hungary.

i

A Washington dispatch s 7s that
President McKinley will go down the
bay for a short rest, and that he will
use the Dolphin for the trip. Will the
New York Sun work its spasm battery
again and dilate on the enormity of a
president using a government boat for
a pleasure excursion? We wager odds
it will not. It is cooing this adminis-
tration as softly as it roared the last
one fiercely,

AT THE THEATERS.

De Wolf Hopper and his admirable en-
semble of singers and comedians, in that
dainty and delightful melange of melody,
magnificence and mirth which for four
months drew large and enthusiastic au-
diences to the Broadway theater, New York
city, will be a most attractive magnet at the
Metrepolitan next Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings and Wednesday matinee. There are
elements of humor and gayety, with here and
there bright touches of travesty, in ““El Cap-
itan,” which contrive, together with the de-
licious fooling of De Wolf Hopper and the
work of his talentsd asBociates, augmented by
a superb scenic environment, brilliant cos-
tumes, elaborate dresses and rich draperies,
to make it In its entirety one of the most
acceptable entertainments of its class that has
been seen or heard on the stage in many
years.

e e e

The Danz symphony orchestra, numbering
forty of the best: musicians of the Twin
Cities, under the direcfion of Frank Danz Jr.,
will give a popular concert at the Metropol-
itan opera house next Monday evening. This
organization has always given the best of
satisfaction on the occasion of their appear-
ance in this eity, and the music lovers of St.
Paul are promised a genuine treat in the
coming concert. A feature of this event will
be the appearance of little Margarethe Mileh,
a child planist of this city, who is pronounced

to be a wonder.
. * =

But three more performances of *“The
Showman’s Daughter” will be given at the

Grand, tonight, tomorrow afternoon and
evening.
L
““TPhe Prodigal Father,”” which will be seen

at the Grand next week, furnishes an audience
a deal of fun. Of pretty girls, there are five
or six. In this bevy Miss Fair is the leader,
and in a rollicking way she sets the pace for
her lovely playmates. More than half the
time the plot of the plece goes out of sight
altogether, and on Its ruins rise

performers, with songs, dances and imitations.

ATTORNEY GENERAL CHILDS AD-
VICE TO THE SENATE ON 0CCU-
PATION TAXES,

HE IS NOT FULLY CONVINCED

AS TO THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE
BILL TO BE
PASSED.

COURTMS SHOULD HAVE A CHANCE

To Determine Its Constitutionality
if Legislators Are Convinced as
to Its Expediency-

Attorney General Childs has rendered
the following opinion on the Theden
occupation tax bill, at the request of a
senator who has taken an active inter-
est in the matter:

You are so familiar with the provisions of
the bill in question, that I shall content my-
self with a brief reference to only a few of
its most salient features. Personal property
is grouped by it into forty-eight distinct
classes, which are intended to and do embrace
every article of merchandise. By its terms,
it is designed to tax occupations and privil-
eges, ‘‘to provide for the current expenses”
of city government. Citles are divided by it
for purposes of taxation, into the three classes
authorized by the constitution. The bill fixes
maximum taxes upon occupations and privi-
leges, within which limitations municipalities
may prescribe by ordinance the taxes to be en-
forced. Only those engaged in dealing in
more than three classes of business, as de-
fined by the bill, become subject to its pro-
visions. No account is made as to the vol-
ume of business transacted, or the valuation
of the stock in trade, or capital invested;
hence the tax is to be purely arbitrary in its
nature, and will increase with the increase
in the number of kinds of business transact-
ed by the same individual, with no regard to
ratio whatever. Under the operation of the
bill, one who is subject to the tax therein
authorized, by reason of engaging in four or
more classes of business cannot engage in
an additional class without becoming subject
to a tax ranging from $50 to $50,000, providing
the maximum rates are adopted.

Two questions have suggested themselves
to my mind in considering the bill:

First—Is it a revenue measure, and there-
fore in violation of article 4, section 10, of
the constitution, which provides that every
such measure shall originate in the house of
representatives?

Second—Does it violate article 9, section 1
of the constitution, requiring equality and
uniformity of taxation?

I find no difficulty in answering the first
question in the negative. It is not a measure
for raising revenue, within the meaning of
the constitution. That provision contem-
plates revenues for state, as distinguished
from municipal purposes. But whether this
be true or not, the bill does not levy a tax,
but merely confers authority to levy one for
local purposes. Even conceding that article
4 of the constitution is restrictive to a great-
er extent than that above suggested, the bill
is not even then a revenue measure. (Har-
per vs. Commissioners, 23 Ga., 570.)

2. The remaining question is not so easlly
disposed of. Indeed, I am not fully satisfied
that the bill can be sustained as a valid
measure, either for purposes of taxation or
police.

I have no doubt that occupations and privi-
leges may be taxed; nor do I entertain any
doubt that such form of taxation may exist
concurrently with the taxation of property
in specie. The authorities upon this proposi-
tion are numerous and decisive. While there
are decisionc coniaining dicta to the con-
trary, it s my view of the law that where
a business or occupaticn is taxed, the tax
must be laid with substantially a uniform
hand upon every business or occupation of
the same class.

Assuming that the bill is what it purports
to be and what is claimed for it by its friends,
a measure authorizing the levy of a tax for
municipal purposes, there is then but one
theory upon which it can be sustained, if
at all, and that is, that it contemplates a tax
upon the privilege of doing four or more of
the kinds or classes of business enumerated
therein. regardless of their character. There
are, certainly, authorities holding that the
privilege of doing business is taxable, and it
is, perhaps, competent for the legislature to
preseribe the same tax for the privilege of
doing a given number of the said classes of
business; yet I am far from satisfied that the
principle contended for can be §uc"essfully
applied in the case of the bill in question.
The privilege of doing any kind of business

| is deemed a valuable property right, which
It |

enhances with every increase in the scope of
the business transacted, and justifies a heavi-
er tax; but the question naturally arises
whether the tax is one which will receive
judicial sanction.

By the terms of the bill, one who desires

! to engage in twenty of the lines of business

enumerated, will be required to pay an an-
nual tax, in round numbers, of $20,000, it
the maximum amounts are adopted. It is safe
to say that such a rate of taxation is nowhere
approached in our present system of
legislation. The very burdensomeness of such
a tax suggests that the bill seeks another

subject of the regulation is obvious enough.
Instances are not wanting where taxes have
been laid both for purposes of revenue and
police. Where the subject is a proper one,
such legislation, in the absence of an ex-
press or a necesnarily implied constitutional
prohibition, is competent. The power of
police and taxation are closely allied, and
the discretion of the legislature as to both
are very large.

ject, but it may do so regardless of its action
as to other subjects. It will discharge its
full constitutional duty in so laying a tax
that it shall fall equally upon all who engage
in the particular accupation.

While all this is true, there is no doubt
a limitation as to the extent of the burden
which may be imposed. Taxes must be

levied ‘for the public good and from sound |
public motives. While it is true as a prin-/

ciple that the power to tax implies the power
to confiscate, it may well be doubted whether
any court in an enlightened country would
sanction its arbitrary, unreasonable and op-
pressive application to the extent of confiscat-
ing property where the public good did not
seem to require it.

While the reasonableness of the regulation
tax depends very largely upon the legis-
lative discretion, such tax should not, as a
general proposition, exceed what is neces-
sary to cover the expenses incident te public
supervision. (32 Minn. 366.)

The bill prescribes maximum taxes, leav-
ing it to municipalities to fix them within
the limitations impesed. It was said in City
of St. Paul vs. Coulter, 12 Minn. 19, that
““what limits should be imposed upon the
licensing power was a matter for the legisla-
ture to determine, a matter dependent upon
the judgment and discretion of the legisia-
ture. In such case we do not think it proper
to question the exercise of legislative discre-
tion. It is possible thers may be instances
where this discretion is so grossly and mani-
festly abused that the courts may be called
upon to pronounce its exercise a usurpa-
tion; but it will be time enough to dispose
of the questions which might arise under
such circumstances when they are presented
for adjudication.”

Ordinarily, whera regulation is the pri-
mary purpose, a license fee is prescribed; but
the proposed measure not only does not con-
tain such a provision, but it in terms pur-
ports to be for the purpese of conferring upon
city councils ‘“‘power to levy and assess an
annual tax * * * to provide for the annual
expenses of suck city government.” (Sec. 4.)

But the courts will governed by the in-
tent, rather than the language of the blll
and adjudge rights under it accordingly.

Applying ths provisions of the bill to de-
partment stores, at which I assume it to be
aimed, is that institution of such a character
as to require police regulation?

It should not be overlooked in this con-
nection that the legislature cannot char-
acterize a useful harmless business as a
nuisance, or an evil, and thereupon vist upon
it wunreasonable and oppressive burdens.
Speaking of the police power, 1t was
said in State vs. Donaldson, 41 Minn. 82, ‘“this
power is no dobut a very broad one, and
within its legitimate sphere a very useful
one. It is wholly within the discretion
of the legislature when to exercise it, and to
determine what are the best means to ac-
complish the desired object. Courts will never
assume to deiermine whether the law is a
wise one, or whether the legislature have
adopted the best means. Yet there is a limit
to this power.”

The character of the business of a de-
partment store is a matter with which you
are as familiar as myself. It may perhaps
be generally said of it that it both hurts
and benefits. That it has glven rise to more
or less popular prejudice by reason of its ef-
fect upon other kinds of business will not be
questioned. But granting all that is charged
against it, do we discover In it eviis of such
a character as to warrant public regulation.
When a business becomes affected with a
public interest, Itke a railroad, or prejudicial
to the public health, morals and welfare, it

the department

is a proper subject of regulation.
Whether store can be sald
to fall within of those heads
of police

- you and your fellow
members are as well able to judge as myself.

tax |

In laying an occupation tax§
the legislature not only may select the sub-
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the
sage of the bill its judgment that the ac-
knowledged effects of the department store
business upon society are so perniclous as to
require remedial legislation, I am not pre-
pared to say that the courts will not feeil con-
ciuded thereby.

‘While legal principles are old, their appli-
cation as prescribed in the proposed measure
will mark a step beyond all precedent in
the exercise of peolice power and evince a
new departure in this state upon the subject
of taxation. Such a step, if successfully
taken, will be of far-reaching importance and
open the door to legislation not easily fore-
seen.

In view of theg ravity and importance of the
question, together with the inadequacy of
my study of it, I much prefer that the gen-
tlemen of the legislature act upon it unin-
fluenced by my own conclusions, too hastily
drawn and not entertained with the utmost
confidence as to their soundness.

As a geeral proposition, it is the much
wiser course when legislation is found to be
needful and the power to legislate doubt-
ful, to assume the right to do the latter and
thus afford an opportunity to secure the judg-
ment of the courts.

MEXICAN PEARL FISHING.

Annual Yield of the Gulf of Califor-
nia Is $350,000.

The agent of the English proprietors
of the concession granted by the Mex-
ican republic for a monopoly of pearl
fishing in the Gulf of California recent-
ly arrived in San Francisco and gave
some interesting details of the present
methods employed in their industry,
which has continued ever since the
occupation of the country in the time
of Cortez.

The whole coast of the Gulf of Cali-
fornia abound in pearls, and the con-
cessions control the entire territory.
Until within the last few years native
divers were employed, and the depth
to which they could descend did not
exceed 35 feet. With the introduction
of diving apparatus the limit of depth
was increased to thirty fathoms. The
best divers could formerly remain un-
der water not to exceed two minutes.
A modern diver thinks nothing of a
two-hour stop in water 100 feet in
depth, though at greater depths the
stay is necessarily shortened on account
of the enormous pressure of the super-
inrcumbent water. A dlver when upon
the floor of the ocean looks about for
the oyster, which he tears from the
object to which it is attached, and
places i{t in a small bag hanging to a
rope, which is hauled into the boat on
a given signal. Sometimes the num-
ber of oysters secured is large, at other
times only a few are caught.

The diver does not confine himself
to the pearl oyster alone, but if he sees
a rare specimen of coral or a new
species of shell he places it in his bag
and sends it to the surface, where it
becomes the property of the concession
and the source of its large income.

Last year the value of the pearls har-
vested in Lower California was alone $350,-
000. In addition, 5,000 tons of shells were ex-
ported, which were valued at $1,250,000 more.
Pearl fishing is the entire occupation of the
natives, and La Paz, the headquarters, a
city of the peninsula, with about 2500 in-
habitants, is solely dependent upon the in-
dustry. The business is one of chance, and
the pursuit is a fascinating one to the na-
tives, who are born gamblers.

Every oyster does not contain its pearl,
and only at intervals, and rare ones at that,
is a really valuable one discovered. The
largest one ever found was about three-
quarters of an inch in diameter, and was
sold in Paris to the emperor of Austria for
$10,000. Many black pearls are found in
Lower California, and are valued higher
than the pure white. The large majority

are seed pearls and are only of moderate
value.

San Francisco is not the market for Mex-
ican pearls, though it ought to be. The
harvest is exported straight to London and
Ea‘rls and distributed from these great mar-
ets.

The dangers of pearl fishing have always
been exaggerated, possibly to give a fle-
titious value to the beautiful gems. The
loss of life in the fisheries in Lower Cali-
fornia was undoubtedly larger before the
introduction of the diving dress, but it is
not an established fact that the deaths were
always caused by the shark or octopus,
though these marine monsters were without
doubt responsible for the loss of many lives.

Every diver has plenty of hair-raising
stories to relate of narrow escapes from
death, but as he is the only witness of

these affairs, it makes the difficulty to sub-
stantiate them so much the greater.

The occupation at best is a hazardous one,
and those who were engaged in it before
the introduction of diving apparatus were
always short-lived. The demand in the
world’s markets for pearis of extra beauty
is always far in excess of the supply.

L e e
STRANGE ROIJBBERY.

Two Men Extract a Woman's Dia.
mond-Studded Teeih.

Mrs. Calyin, whose husband is engaged in
the commission business in San Francisco,
came to Portland to visit her
four weeks ago.
ously took her departura for home, which
fact caused considerable surprise among her
acquaintances here. Repeated inquiries as to
her action brought to light the details of a
most daring and peculiar robbery.
Mrs. Calvin, who is a handsome woman,
that prevailed at
valuable diamonds
teeth, so that when
the sparkling gems
peculiar adornment
tention while here,
of the ordinary.
Mrs. Calvin was alone in her sister’s house
last Monday afternoon when the doorbell rang,
She answered the summons and admitted two
men, who claimed they were plumbers sent
by the owner to inspect the house. Mrs. Cal-
vin was leading them to the kitchen, and when
in the dining-room they seized her, placed a
chloroformed handkerchief to her nose and
rendered her unconscious. Then with foreeps
they extracted the two teeth in which the
diamonds were set and left the place.
Mrs. Calvin recovered and summoned
sistance, but refused to allow the police
thorities to take charge of the matter, ob-
jecting to the notoriety. The following even-
ing she boarded a train for San Francisco,

that time. She had two
set in her upper front
she parted lips in a smile
shone resplendently. Her
attracted considerable at-
for it was something out
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MORE DUNKARDGS ARRIVE.

Two Additional Parties Arrive in St
Paul Westbound.

Max Bass arrived in the city yesterday from
the South with another colony of 90 Dunk-
ards in tow. The detachment is destined
to Cando and to Devil's Lake, N. D., where
the settlers wiil join the contingents which
went up last week. The Dunkards left last
evening on a Great Northern train.

The Northern Pacific also handled another
colony which came up from Kansas City via
the Chicago Great Western., The Nerthern
Pacific contingent numbered 40 Mennonites.
There will be anather movement of Dunkards
two weeks hence. The reason these people
leave their former homes in Western Kansas
and settle along the Great Northern and other
roads is because of the dry climate where
they have bheen living and the remoteness
from markets, with consequent low prices on
corn, cattle, hogs and other products, Here
they find a perfeet climate, rain and sunshine
alternating, a good soll and close proximity to
the markets.

WHEAT HANDLED EAST.

Receipis and Shipments at Atlantie
and Gulf Ports.

Statistician Burdick, of the railroad and
warehouse commission, has figured out the
amount of wheat received at Atlantic and Gulf
ports for the month of April, compared with
the same period during 1896. The figures show
receipts and shipments as follows:

Bushels.
Recedpts for March, 1897................1,405,757
Receipts for March, 1896 ...... seesess.1,065,604
Increase this year ..... e Sessasa 3401
Shipments for March, 1897..... -

Shipments for March, 1836 ........ '

o R R SR e S s e e 479,219
An accurate comparison cannot be made,
ultha figures for 1896 are for Atlantic ports
only.
¥ —g— -

Minnesota’s ‘“Powerful Statesman.”

A powerful statesman of Minnesota has
introduced inlo the senate of that state a
bill providing for a tax of 10 per cent, “in
lieu of all other taxes, on the gross earnings
of all elevators and warehouses, their busi-
ness and earnings along the right of way
of all railroads within the state.”” Why not
impose a tax of 10 per cent, in Heu of all
other taxes, on the gross earnings of every-
body except powerful statesmen? The latter
can think while the rest of the community
pays taxes.—New York Sun.

Short Bushes, at That.
Perry Patetic—Don’t you wish we lived in a
coum,ry where grub and booze growed on
trees

w.iry Watson—Naw. I'd rather it growed
would have to be climbed.

on bushes. Trees
—Cinctonat! |

er.

sister about |
This week she unceremoni- |

as- |
au- |

JAMES J.
PROBLEM OF TRAFFIC AND
TARIFF,

HILL: DISCUSSES A NEW

LASTING RESULTS AT STAKE.

WHOLE COAST YIELD MAY BE
TAKEN OUT OF EUROPEAN
COMPETITION,

QUESTION ENTIRELY ONE OF COST,

if Profitable Cargoes for Return
Voyages Can Be Found, the
Problem Is Solved.

WASHINGTON, April 8.—James J.
Hill, president of the Great Northern
railroad, who is also largely interested
in transportation to the Orient, has
written a letter to a Western senator,
in which he points out the possibilities
of trade in China and Japan, and sug-
gests that the tariff duties be so ad-
justed as not to prevent or cut off
trade with the countries across the Pa-
cifie. He says:

“The Asiatic trade is of the greatest
importance to this country, and partic-
ularly to such portions of it as are in-
terested in raising wheat. A year ago
last fall wheat sold from 18 to 22 cents
per bushel in the Palouse country,
south of Spokane Falls, and this year
it has sold for from 65 to 70 cents.
About three years ago, I sent an agent
to China and Japan to investigate the
country and see what steps could be
taken to introduce the general use of
wheat flour in those countries, as
against their own rice, and found that
it was simply a matter of price.

“I then took up the consideration of
building large steamers for that trade,
designed to carry cargoes of flour or
grain at low rates. I found we could
build the ships, but that owing to the
sailors’ union, fixing the wages of
sailors at $30 a month and engineers
and other ship employes at about twice
the wages paid by European steamers,
it would be impossible for us to com-
pete with the English, German, Italian
and Scandinavian ships already on the
Pacific ocean,

“After the war with China, the Japa-
nese appropriated a large amount of
their war indemnity for a subsidy to
their merchant marine, and we opened
negotiations with the General Steam.
ship company of Japan, which is owned
by the leading men of the empire. Wa
found their subsidy was about equal
to the cost of their coal and the wages
of their sailors. They pay their sailors
$6 a month, Mexican, or $2.50 in gold,
enabling them to hire twelve good sall-
ors for the wages of one American
sailor. After protracted and difficult
negotiations we concluded 'a contract
with them for a line of steamers be-
tween Chinese and Japanese ports and
Seattle, on condition that they would
carry flour from Puget Sound to the
Aslatic ports at $3 per ton, as against
from $7 to $8 per ton, formerly charged
from west coast parts in the United
States. This low rate fixed the rate for
all other lines between the Pacific coast
and Asia, and has resulted In carrying
out about 28,000,000 bushels, or its
equivalent in flour, from the last crop.
There is left, I understand, about 50,-
000,000 bushels to be moved between
now and the next harvest.

““Thug, you will see, we have been
able to find new mouths which have
never before used wheat bread, to take
the entire California,Oregon and Wash-
ington wheat crop out of the European
markets. This will reduce the amount
going to Europe about 20 per cent, and
in bushels about 20,000,000, three times
the quantity shipped to Europe from
the Argentine republie during the past
crop year. The prices of wheat this
yvear, as compared with last, are about
20 to 25 per cent higher, and I think it
may be said that from 15 to 18 cents ot

| thise rise is clearly due to the with-
became a few years ago a victim of a fad |

drawal of all the Pacific wheat from
the European markets.

“I see in the market reports, a tele-
gram that European ships are loading
with barley, rye and merchandise, from
San Francisco to Europe, after waiting
four months for cargoes of wheat and
that no more wheat will go to Europe
from the Pacific coast. The only way
we could bring about this great reduc-
tion in the cost of transportation of
flour to Asia was by diverting the tea
and matting business which has here-
tofore gone mainly on English ships
from Asia to New York, and bringing
these commodities to the Pacific coast
by a low rate of transportation inland
by rail to distribute the commodities
to points between Minnesota and New
York.

“I have given you the details so that
you will understand the situation, and
be able to see that, unless these ships
can bring their many cargoes of mer-
chandise to the Pacific ports, at rates
that will compensate them for the traf-
fic, the business must go as heretofore,
to New York, and the rates on flour to
Asiatic ports will be again at the old
figure or an advance of about 50 cents
a barrel, which would, in my judg-
ment, destroy the business that has
just begun to be built up with that
country. The province of Amoy alone,
whiech is near the coast, contains over
80,000,000 people; and at twenty pounds
of flour per capita per annum, would
consume the product of 40,000,000 bush-
els of wheat. The large districts of
Tien-Tsin and Shanghai, both easily
accessible from the sea, would con-
sume about as much more as soon as
the trade can be fully opened. It is
not outside the range of possibility that
we could ship wheat from Devil's Lake
to the Pacific coast for this trade. We
certainly could, at 53 cents a bushel
cost for the wheat at Devil’'s Lake or
points west, as long as the demand
for flour continues to grow as it has
for the past six months.”

Summer European Tides.

A tcurist agent savs the usual number of
Chicago people will go to Eurcpe this summer
in spite of the so-called hard times and the
recent increase in steamship rates. The low-
est round-trip rate from New York to any
European port is now $200 during the summer
seascn, and the summer season begins April
1 instead of May 1, and has been extended
from October 1 to November 1. Notwithstand-
ing this increase of almost 40 per cent the
local agents of the big companies say the
outgoing steamers for MMay and June are
booked almost solidly, and it is difficult
to secure a return passage during the months
of July and August. The rates referred to
are for first-class or ‘‘saloon’ passengers,
There will, however, be heavy second-class
and excursion travel this year, particulark
to the Stockholm exposition. It is

that hundreds of Swedes from Chlm and
;‘lﬂdnlty will visit the old country. icago

——E—
Andree Will Try Again.

M. Andree, who means to try for the north
has had the

pole again next summer, size
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