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TODAY'S WEATHER.
WASHINGTON, June s.—Forecast for Sun-

day: Minnesota— Generally fair; northwest-
erly winds.

Wisconsin— Fair, preceded by showers in

northern portion; variable winds.
The Dakotas— Fair; northerly winds.
Montana— Fair; slightly warmer; winds be-

jCum.ng southerly.

TEMPERATURES.
t ~~Place. Tem.j Place" Tern.
Buffalo 62-H2 Cincinnati 70-74
Boston 52-sS':Montroal 62-68
Cheyenne 48-54|New York 68-74
Chicago 48-5J Pittsburg 68-74

DAILY MEAXS.
Barometer. 29.S8; mean temperature. SO;

relative huru'dky. 64; w.nd, northwest;
\u25a0 weather, cloudy; maximum temperature, »o;
minimum temperature. 44; daily range, 12;

amount ot" rainfall in last twenty-four hours,
,01.

RIVER AT 8. A. M.

Gauge Danger Height of
Reading. Line. Water. Change
St. Paul 14 5.7 *0.2

'{La Crosse 1^ 5.8 —.7
Davenport (a 5.9

—
.1

St. Louis 30 16.6 *1.1

•Rise. —Fall.
Note

—
Barometer corrected for temperature

Br.d elevation. —P. F. Lyons, Observer.

SCHOOLS AND CHARTER.

The issues which are to be considered

at the meeting to be held at the Com-
mercial club on Tuesday evening are

\u25a0broad enough and great enough to de-

mand the attention and the ardent sup-
port of every true citizen of St. Paul.
Itis no mere question of temporary or
.local policy that is involved, but the
preservation of an educational sys-

tem to the making of which years of
time, millions of money and the devo-

tion of thousands of lives have been
devoted, and the provision of a method
by which such an emergency as this
may not again arise. Itis time, in the
name of education, in the name of
common sense, and in the name of the
city of St. Paul, which is suffering

daily by this continued agitation, that
the people themselves should speak. We
have gone up and down and cross-
wipe and diagonally and in every di-
rection over this whole school problem,

until one conclusion stands out fixed
immutably.

This is that the economies, which
are absolutely necessary in order
to keep school expenses within the
limits which the charter rigidly fixes,
cannot be made by the lopping off of
an excrescence here and there, or the
excision of some branch or department

of educational work. By this method,
'the method involved in the closing of
the Mechanic Arts school, we shall do
permanent damage. The amount that
Is to be saved is too great to be saved
by clipping off a corner here and there.
To make it up, something essential,

Something vital, must be eliminated.
The selection of the Mechanic Arts
School as the sacrifice is most justly
opposed by the great body of our citi-
zens who realize and know its nearness
to the practical wants of the people
and to human life as it must be lived
in this community. Let the knife be
applied to any other portion of school
\u25a0Work where a similar amount might be
saved, and a similar protest would
arise.

It appears to us that all this dis-
cussion, which, by the way, has
Idone infiniite harm, has resulted
Only in showing conclusively that our
school expenses cannot be reduced to
tho point required by the process of
elimination. If this is true, then there
remains but one thing to be done,
(which is to save our standard and our
system as it is and to reduce the
length of the school year sufficiently
to realize the required reduction in ex-
penditure. We believe that this is the
rwish of more than three-fourths of our
people. If it is to be substi-
tuted for a different and less
fcrise policy, they must speak

.Quickly and emphatically. Upon the
paeetlng Tuesday evening and its re-
sults will depend the cause of public
education In this city and the value
Of our schools for years to come. No
one whq is not indifferent to this vast
Interest can afford to keep silence.
Itwould be foolish and short-sighted

So stop with a determination of this
'particular exigency. We do not want
this agitation over again next year. We
Iftiust not permit the reputation of St.
{Paul and its standing as a community,

TOrith which others will desire to cast in
their portions, to be jeopardized by re-

")jtain4ng an act of government that is
Tftow proved unequal to our needs. All
Khese difficulties, all these discussions
.in public oodies and in the newspapers,
)&11 this embarrassment, which the out-
fajj.de public does not understand, and
nMiich redound to our detriment,
f^pring from the iron-bound provisions

yUi certain particulars of the Bell char.
Pjer; a charter which we cannot amend,
nfcboliah, improve or alter in any par-
I't^cular, either now or, as far as one
fjpan see, at any future time, except in
rjthe one way.
IWe must have a new charter. We
pjan keep 'all that is desirable in the
lipid and modify it only in those par-

ticulars which, under the circum-
stances, such as the reduction in our
*$_e,sess?ed valuation, make It inappli-

'i^able and impossible to live with. It
'\u25a0$& easily within our reach to frame and
fj&idopt another charter as ideally per-

fect as we choose to make it. This
Jjpes-'ts upon our own action, and the
}paethod is practically free from dan-

ger. Under the home rule legislation
'#, new charter may be framed by a

charter commission appointed by the
judges of the district court. That
splendid body of judges which const!- ]
tutes the district bench of Ramsey
county can be depended upon absolute-
ly to select for this commission fifteen
men who will be representative of all
that is best, most intelligent and at
once most progressive and most con-
servative in the city of St. Paul. So
far, we are assured of a commission
that will not be petty in intellect or
political in constitution.

Before the judges can act the initia-
tive must be taken by the people. They

have two methods open to them. The
city council may pass an ordinance re-
questing the appointment of a commis-
sion by the judges, and the work will
be done. The council, which has proved

itself a mere cipher in the public life,

is not inclined to act. A resolution
to this effect has been introduced and

buried in the committee on streets. It

will be resurrected only if the people

insist upon it. Let them voice their
demand, and these men. who are not
wholly insensible to public opinion, and
some of whom aspire to a future in the
public life of the city, will not dare
to place their veto upon the people's
will. Should they do this, then, upon
petition of 8 per cent of the qualified

voters of St. Paul, the judges will act

without reference to the council, as
they are required to do by law. Let

the council understand that these pe-

titions will be forthcoming. There are
enough public-spirited men in this
community to see to it that we shall

not be held down and hampered, and

held up to ridicule and kept in the rear

of the cities of this state.
The Globe is ready to vouch for

it, and knows whereof it speaks, that,

if this antediluvian body that pretends

to govern us is so recreant to its trust,

the people will take matters into their

own hands. Let this, too, be clearly

set forth at the mass meeting on Tues-
day night, and St. Paul willhave taken
a step forward toward a new and

broader and more vigorous life. Rarely

has an occasion .been more important.^
or an emergency more stirring than

this. Save the schools by the common
sense method, which commends itself
to all their friends, and is approved

by probably a majority of the board of
schcol inspectors. Set in operation the
machinery for framing a new charter
that will relieve us for the future. We
tell the people that never, in the days

when they were moving for new en-
terprises and reaching out for popula-

tion and endeavoring to enlarge the
circle of their trade, was there a larger

duty or a more imperative responsibil-

ity set before them than today. They

are on trial. We hope for and we ex-
"pect the best.

CRIME MAKES MEN BLIND.

Were It not for the serious conse-
quences individually, for the Iblight

that it lets fall upon young lives and

its blasting breath upon character and
reputation, a crime like the recent bank
robbery in St. Paul would almost com-
mand attention for its ludicrous aspect.

It shows once more, what has been
demonstrated some thousands of times
in human history and experience, the
extraordinary power of a contemplated

criminal act to distort and throw out

of relation to each other the ordinary

affairs of life; so that the criminal be-
comes, apparently, incapable of exer-
cising the ordinary judgment that he
would use in other affairs; that he has
used in planning and consummating

his act down to the very moment of
success. Here, for instance, was a
crime planned and carried out with
surprising ease. The simplicity of
it, its daringness and the unshaken
nerve with which it was executed
are as admirable as any evil
thing can be. It wrould not have oc-
curred to many that so large a sum
of money, making a bulky package,

could be spirited away in broad day-
light from a banking office in which a
large number of people were at work,
without leaving a trace of it behind.
The scheme was ingenious and its ex-
ecution seems to have been almost per-
fect.

Eliminate the element of conscience
and the inherent weakness of conscious
guilt, and you have a crime of which
it would be almost impossible to con-
vict any one. No one but the two par-
ties to this could possibly have knowl-
edge of it. There was no other wit-
ness of the affair. There was nothing
but the bare suspicion that the money
package had been taken from the bank
by the method actually used, because
no other way could be imagined. Thus
far the scheme of the confederates was
an absolute success, and against it
there stood nothing but a shrewd and
accurate surmise of what had happen-

ed. Save for a previous crime, which
this one was designed to cover, evi-
dence was wanting, and must be want-
ing until the discovery of the stolen
funds or the confession by some one
who had participated in the robbery.

It was at this point, it is always at
this point, that the criminal's sciheme
breaks down. There is no cohesive
power in evil. The abilty to plot and
plan and arrange a series of compli-
cated details fails when the attempt

is made to apply it to conduct after
the crime is finished. Usually, the
criminal betrays himself, and gives up
the fruits of months and years of plot-
ting, by some incautious word or act
that is unimaginably indiscreet. So, In
the present Instance, the betraying evi-
dence was left in half a dozen different
directions, that could not fail to lead
justice to her objective point. Itwas
easy enough to get the money. Itwas
an impossible thing to so dispose of it
as to baffle detection and so to act as
to sustain pretended innocence.
Ifthose who contemplate a criminal

action could know in advance what it
means to cover it afterward, the annals
of crime would be stripped of nine-
tenths of the events recorded there. Not
the operation of human law, not the
keen scent of those whose business it
is to unearth crime, but the effect of
crime itself upon the individual, its
weakening of the judgment, its lessen-
ing of the ability to think clearly and
to co-ordinate thought and action, are

forever arrayed against its own suc-
cess. The scheme of this robbery, look- ,

ed at in the light of its failure, seems
incomparably ingenious on one side and
incomparably foolish on the other. Ac-
complishment was easy beyond belief.
Concealment, by the very nature of
things, was not possible for a single

hour.

A PRACTICAL FLYING- MACHINE.
The question asked of himself by the

youthful Darius Green has never
ceased to bother mankind. The scien-
tist as well as the crank has been
curious to know why, if birds could
fly, the master of created beings could
not accomplish the trick. Now the an-
swer of science, as to the reason man
cannot fly, is that he can if he will
only go about it in the right way, and
science speaks with the vioce of Prof.
Langley, of the Smithsonian institute,
who has devoted a large portion of
his life to the problem of aerial nav-
igation. To Prof. Langley "heavens
filled with commerce" are but a mat-
ter of patient experiment, no longer a
vague dream, and he sees no reason
why "pilots of the purple twilight"

should not, before many years, be in-
cluded in the classified lists of wage
earners embodied in the census reports.

In a word, Prof. Langley has succeed-
ed in constructing a flying machine
that will fly, and an account of his ex-
periments, his failures and his ulti-
mate success forms the basis of a most
interesting magazine article of the cur-
rent month. Itis strippefl of all tech-
nicalities, and no one reading it can
fail to agree with him that navigation

of the air is practicable and so far ac-
complished that only patience is need-
ed to apply the method to practical use.

The principle of the Langley aero-
drome

—
air runner— is that which ena-

bles the skater to glide over thin ice
without breaking through. In its ele-
ments the truth which he has estab-
lished is that a plane surface, suffi-
cient speed given, will, in effect, sus-
tain itself in horizontal flight and can
be moved forward with a surprisingly

small expenditure of energy. This had
been proved by mathematicians to be
an absurdity; but, unfortunately for
the exact science of figures, the facts
were against them, and when he had
demonstrated the truth by a series of
painstaking and practical experiments,
Prof. Langley took it as the basis of
his work. His problem was to construct
a machine that would afford the neces-
sary plane surface resistance and com-
bine rigidity with lightness. In the con-
struction he followed the method of the
deacon with his one-horse chaise, and
when a weak spot was found it was
made "just as strong as the rest." The
story of how the machine was evolv-
ed, and to it was added the power, also
combining the greatest possible utility
with the least possible weight, reads
like a fairy tale of science, not the least
interesting part of which is the effort
that was necessary to supply the crea-
ture of steel tubing and canvas wings
the intelligence which would enable it
to balance itself automatically while
in flight. In the end the desired object
was attained, and the problem now be-
fore those who would fly is no longer,
is such a thing possible, but by what
means the greatest practical results are
to be achieved.

Prof. Langley is not a dreamer, and
in his description ofhis efforts he stops
short at what he has accomplished and
devotes no space to the wondrous pos-
sibilities of his work. In this he sets
an example which the average reader
willnot follow. The temptation is too
alluring to be resisted, and no one who
follows the story of the patient en-
deavor will stop without at least a
thought of the time when the air run-
ner will be a matter of utility and not
of wonder. Be it near or far, that time
certainly seems to be approaching. It
requires but slight effort of the imag-

ination to look forward to the day when
the airship, flashing its red and green
light, willno longer arouse skepticism

and ridicule, but will be accepted with
the steamship, the telegraph and the
railway as a matter of commonest ne-
cessity. The aerodrome of Prof. Lang-
ley. incomplete machine though it is,
is a triumph of science and promises a
realization of the dream which has
been in the minds of men since the
day when the laws of motion and re-
sistance began to engage attention.
The jeer of today is at the idea that
will be lauded tomorrow. When the
paragraphers of the country were aim-
ing their shafts of wit at the airship

of fiction, the description that would
give the general public its first accurate
knowledge of a succesful experiment in
aerial flight was on the press. The
wit who jeered at the airship may
live to see it a common necessity of
his life.

'—
=i*

K« PROCESS OF ADJUSTMENT.
Curiously illustrative of both the in-

terfering, meddling disposition of men
acting in legislative capacity, and of
that other, fortunate disposition of na-
ture and human nature to adjust itself
to changes in the routine of affairs, Is
the treatment accorded the irruption of
the wheel in its latest form, the "safe-
ty." The name ill accords with the
apparent conception of it by portions

of the public and by all their repre-
sentatives. To them it is an imple-

ment of unsafety, to be» haltered and
hobbled, hedged about with regulations

and placed on the same plane with
dogs liable to rabies. So we have or-
dinances following each other with a
rapidity that leaves wheelmen no idea
of where they are at; councils taking a
whack at them and park boards follow-
ing suit with rules that put wheels on

a level with carriages drawn by quad-
rupeds.

And all this is simply due to the fact
that the wheel is an innovation, dis-
turbing the complacency of former ad-
justments and requiring new ones to
be made. Mankind had long ago ar-
ranged the terms on which it would
coexist with the butcher's and grocer's

furiously driven carts by letting the
carts have the right of way and look-
ing out for itself. When the trol-
ley car came, with its spurts of speed

through the streets at a rate that no

wheelman ever dreamed ofrivaling, the
public had to go through the usual
process which ended in its taking a
little extra precaution so as not to col-
lide with the flying car. In a larger
way we have .seen /other adjustments
go on until the equilibrium was re-
stored. Engllsti moba, fifty years ago,
went through the mills destroying the
machinery that' had displaced manual
labor, and farfpers lamented the ad-
vent of the railway iflriat was to destroy

their investments in> horses. But Eng-

lish mobs andlr Yankee farmers soon
found they had encountered the inevi-
table and proceeded" to adjust them-
selves to it, succeeding and finding

themselves helped, not hurt, by the
change.

A proper understanding of some
things by councils and pedestrians will
facilitate the adjustment of the rela-
tions of the latter to their fellow mor-
tals who have acquired the trick of
balancing on the wheel and making it
their obedient servant. One very pow-
erful fact operates on the wheelman,
and that is that a collision means
more to him or her than it does to the
footman, for there is not only the
chance of bodily hurt, but of injury to
the wheel with a bill for repairs that
is rarely modest. The riders have two <

motives to the footmen's one for avoid-
ing the latter. Another fact is that the
opportunity of avoiding a collision is
in favor of the one on the wheel in the
ratio of sixteen to one. A slight twist
of the wrist is all that is needed to
change the course of the wheel, while
the footman has to put both leg's into
motion, with the legs too often con-
fused by the conflicting messages wired
down from the brain.

Gradually, while councils are pid-
dling over silly regulations, prescrib-
ing lamps and bells and rates of speed

and barring routes, the public is quiet-
ly adjusting itself to the inevitable, the
permanency of the wheel as one of the
social adjuncts. Timidity is passing
away and assurance resuming its seat.
Where the equilibrium is fullyrestored
one sees its possessor crossing the
street as unconcerned as ifno wheel-
man was bowling along on his star-
board quarter to deftly turn aside when
collision was imminent. The footman
has learned his lessen, not to dodge,
not to hesitate or halt, but to go calm-
ly on his way, leaving the dodging to
the capable and willing fellow astride
the wheel. And the wheelman, when
he encounters such a one, feels like
saying, "Thank you," for the mortaj he
most dreads is the man or woman who,
seeing his aproach, halts, starts ahead,
backs up and leaves him in doubt
which way to dodge. Out of all this
turmoil of councils and timidity -of
footmen will come a peaceful, harmo-
nious relation with the riders, and the
latter willbe left unhindered by ordi-
nances, to take their chances with their
skill. But it will only come when men
and women, crossing streets or walk-
ingon sidewalks, have got their nerves
where they willnot be carrying, orders
to the muscles to dodge,

AN ATROCITY AND AN ANSWER.
It seems coIIO& that Republican

platforms should cease to refer to the
administration of lynch law as a fea-
ture of Democratic communities and
the particular pastime of the. South.
After such an atrocity as the lynching
during the past week at Urbana, 0.,
no other state can take away her
laurels as the champion violator of law
and order. We have heard of mob
murders conducted with circumstances
of more fiendish cruelty, but we have
never known of one that seemed to
exhibit a more entire absence of respect

for constituted law, and a more com-

plete return to the primeval conditions
of barbarism. The criminal in this
case was convicted off a heinous crime
and had been duly tried and sentenced.
It is true that -his1 trial was hurried
and secret, because a mob of thousands

was at that moment clamoring about
the court house, desirous for their vic-
tim's life- But the process of law was
regular. There was no pretense that
public feeling was excited by the fear
that the offender might escape. He

was in the hands of the law, and the
law had dealt with him, and the peni-

tentiary waited for liim for the full
limit of imprisonment.

Itwas after this was known that the
mob reached its most violent stage and
made Its assault. The local authorities,
determined to protect public order, re-
sisted, and the government of the
state was applied to for help. In the
attack upon the jail and its defense
a number of men were killed and

others wounded. To prevent the law
from taking its due course, to struggle

and wrangle like savage beasts over
the body of this brute whom they

sought, 2,000 people defied both decency

and authority, and willingly risked
their own lives. Then, when the as-
sistance summoned had arrived and
the company of militia was ready to
protect not only the prisoner, 'but so-
ciety and order, they were marched
back again to the depot by direction
of the mayor, in order that the lynch-

ers might have an open way and a free
field for carrying out their purposes.

The abdication^ of decency, law and
order was complete. An entire com-
munity, joined bir its official represent-
ative, dissolved i|Belfj»ito an aggrega-
tion of criminals, hi °r|Spr that one other
criminal might Juffdf^ at their hands
instead of receiving the punishment

directed by la^ ifipf victim was a
negro. The crin* of Jfhich he was ac-

cused Is the sam* that} has so wrought

upon the feelings WtM people in the
Southern states. $ The .^cene of the out-
rage was not in^the Sputh, but one of
the great commfenltt^ of the North.
the home of the $reJ3i4int of the United
States, at whose instance Republican
speakers and platforms have denounc-
ed the crime of lynching and have at-
tempted to depict it as the peculiar

weakness of the Southern people. This
atrocious act has put a stain upon the
name of Ohio which nothing but a
probably impossible meting out of jus-

tice to those guilty, of it could wipe

away. It has also given an answer to

a slander that has been too often re-
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peated. The spirit that prompts lynch-
ing is the spirit of revolution and of
anarchy, and it knows no political di-
visions and no sectional lines.

.^m-

STREET CLEANING IN BUSINESS.
When public indignation and disgust

reached the boiling point in New York
city the voters smashed the Platt-
Croker combine and installed an ad-
ministration determined to conduct the
affairs of the city on as thoroughly a
business basis as the legislature of the
state, still Piatt's organ, would allow.
Among the first things done was to
put a business man at the head of the
street department and give him full
swing. Col. Waring brought to his
task great executive ability, a clear
head and strong common sense. He
swept the department clean of the
loafers and malingerers, placed there
by political pulls, and put men in who
were made to understand that they

were there to work and not play poli-
tics. He established an esprit dv corps
among his men by his discipline, his
prompt recognition of. merit and by
giving them the distinction of a uni-
form of white to signify that street
cleaning was not necessarily dirty and
degrading work.

There was a storm of criticism,
abuse, ridicule and opposition. Some
of the professional old soldiers, having

demanded places without ability to do
the work and meeting with rejection,
provoked the colonel, by their com-
ment, into some harsh expressions
about their kind that called down the
posts on him and on the mayor with
demands for his removal. In spite of
it all the colonel kept resolutely on his
way, and it was not long before the
cleanliness of the streets began to at-
tract attention and elicit approval.
The contrast between the politi-

cal way of street cleaning, which
had prevailed so long that New
Yorkers had come to believe
that dirt and city streets were
indissolubly associated, and the
business way was a revelation to them.
To be able to cross a street dry shod
and mudless after years of wading
through filth was the realization of a
dream that never seemed more tangi-
ble than one of those creations of the
unbridled brain.

The other day Col. Waring had his
brigade of street cleaners out for re-
view before the mayor and other dig-

nitaries of the city. They formed in
line, twenty-five hundred men, clad in
their white duck suits, each with a
flower in his lapel, and marched to the
strains of the bands with all the cor-
rectness of step and alignment of the
proudest militia in the land. Following
the men came the 850 carts and sprink-
lers, the basket wagons for gathering

refuse and the hose carts for washing

the pavement, and not the least strik-
ing part of the procession were the
boys and girls who were volunteers in
the work of keeping the streets clean.
In platoons of twelve files each, with
their foreman at their head, and at the
head of the district divisions the su-
perintendents, with Col. Waring, com-
mander-in-chief, riding at the head of
all, the army of cleaners marched
through the streets and past the re-
viewing stand amid the plaudits of the
crowds. And a banner was given to
the district with the best marching

men and a prize to the best equipped

cart. The horses fairly shone with the
sunlight reflected from their curried
hair, no trace of their use appeared in
the cleaned and scoured carts. And the
men were proud of their work. This
is the result of putting business into
cleaning streets and expelling politics,

and yet one Piatt and one Sheehan are
scheming to restore the old and dis-
card the new.

WHEN IS A PERSON "AGED*'

A peculiar clause in the exemption

law of the state of Georgia has given

the first judicial decision of a time
when a man can be classed as aged.

This clause exempts from seizure on

execution the property of any person

who is "aged or infirm." A seizure
was resisted by a defendant in execu-
tion on the ground that he was aged

and the property therefore exempt. He
proved his age to be sixty-six years.

The court sustained the claim. Itdid
not hold that this was the precise limit,
only that a person was aged who had

attained to that length of life. With
that caution with which courts pro-
verbially hedge about their ventures

into the unprecedented the court prem-

ised that "the term aged, as applied

to human beings, is not, for all pur-

poses, susceptible ofprecise definition,"

nor is it "practicable to fix arbitrarily

a period of life at which the condition

of being aged may be said to have cer-
tainly begun," but the court was clear

that "it is safe to hold that a man
sixty-six years of age is entitled to ex-
emption of his property from levy and

sale under that clause of our constitu-
tion allowing this right to 'every aged

or infirm person.'
"

And this the court
held further was the case "whether
the applicant were a hale and hearty
man or not."

While the supreme court of Georgia

thus defines one point in the march of
years where a man can be said to be
so aged as to warrant the state in pre-
serving his property from seizure to
satisfy his debts, the congress of the
United States has fixed the limit of
sixty-two years as the age In which
the Incompetency of an officer to longer

perform his duties in the army or navy
by reason of the encroachment of age
upon his energies and faculties Is at-

tained. While retirement at any earlier
age for disability is allowed, at sixty-

two It becomes compulsory. There is,
however, good reason to suppose that

this limit was not fixed because it had

been ascertained, as one of the immut-

able conditions of life, that the aver-
age man becomes incapable at that
age, his faculties and bodily energies

so impaired as to render him unfit to

perform military service. The real
motive probably was that the war had

left in commission such a large num-
ber of officers, increased annually by

the output of West Point, and decreas-
ing by death or resignation as slowly,

that it was necessary that some arbi-
trary limit should be put to their con-
tinuance on the active list. Back of
this was the pressure from below of
ambitious subordinates, chafing under
the slow rate of promotion, hindered
by the pertinacity with which those at
the top held on to their full pay and,
by neither conveniently dying nor ask-
ing to be retired, obstructing the rise
from lower to higher rank, with its in-
crease of pay and emoluments.

But, notwithstanding these two au-
thorities, the question of when a per-
son is really aged is an open one, and,

as the Georgia court observed, "not
susceptible, for all purposes, of precise

definition." Probably no two persons
would ever agree upon the precise year
when that term would fit the person.
It could not be left to the young or
even the middle-aged, for, from the
standpoint of the man who has passed

the half-century mark, their concep-
tion of how many years must elapse

before a person becomes old is, in his
judgment, always absurdly short of the
mark. To the young all mature per-

sons are classed as old, and the middle-
aged somehow unreasonably associate
glasses and gray hairs with old age.

Time was, before the days of electric
lights and nonpareil type, when the
wearing of glasses might have been ac-
cepted as indicating an aged condition;

but now, wrhen every fourth or fifth
youngster one meets wears these aids

to vision, that mark will not suffice.
The use of the cane is no longer in-

dicative of years, since it has become
the necessary appendage of beardless
youths; and the "scholarly stoop," too,

has become too prevalent to allow bent
shoulders to be taken as a sure sign

of age. Our hot pace has carved

the wrinkles of care in young faces
too frequently to leave that indication
any value. This process of exclusion
leaves every case to be determined upon

its own merits, in spite of the decision

of the Georgia court that the haleness
and heartiness of the individual has
nothing to do with it. The personal
equation here again becomes a deter-
mining factor in the problem. Breadiy

speaking the pessimistic person is aged

no matter how few his years, wrhile
those blessed with optimistic natures
are ever young. To those who, like
Lowell, have been given "a nature
sloping to the southern side," there
never comes a time when they can can-
didly admit to themselves that, at last,
they are aged.

m
How characteristic of the thoroughbred

Bourbor.istic journal is this comment! The
G1 o b cm its weak way tries to represent the
Democracy (?) of Cleveland, that was abso-
lutely blind to the existence or extortions of
corporations and trusts during both his ad-
ministrations, and therefore that paper thinks
it must be enually blind, and so it is and con-
fesses it. Well, the Globe can be blind,
easily, for that "is its nature.— Minneapolis
Evening Press.

We merely wanted to know what the "ex-
torations" of the corporations are and that,

with a lot more, is the definition we get. We
conclude then that the "extorations" of cor-
porations are the expectorations of the Press.

Ms

The way to look at this matter is. whether
it will ray the farmer to raise this article
on the farm or not, when sugar is so cheap.
The question of giving employment to an
army of men does" net enter into the matter
at present.

—
Amboy Herald.

The Herald has compressed the whole case

into a nutshell. If Germany, France and
Austria are willingto tax themselves to give

us all cheap sugar why should we tax our-
selves to make it ourselves?

This is the greatest country for weather
that ever lay out of doors. From hot to cold,
from wet to dry, from calm to hurricane, the
changes are made with kaleidoscopic quick-
ness, and he is fortunate who can clothe him-
self to keep pace with the vagaries of this
most eccentric clime.

—
App-leton Tribune.

Well, what other kind of weather could
you expect to have in Swift county? Change

the name if you want it to go and come
more slowly.

-».
A system of export bounties might be con-

sidered protective, but it would add to the
disbursements instead of to the income of
the government. Inview of the present state
of government finances such an amendment
would appear to be most unwise and inoppor-
tune.

—
Winona Republican.

But a system that adds to the disburse-
ments instead of to the income of the people

who furnish the income for that government,

the Republican regards as both wise and op-
portune.

A "reform" editor calls .Tud La Moure "a
devil fi£h," and the Fargo Forum admits that
it never suspected that Jud was a sucker.

—
Minto (N. D.) Journal.

That settles it. Edwards will never get the
appointment of fish inspector. He might as

well come home.
mam

Only a few weeks ago the Republican press
of the state was kicking because McKinley had
failed to recognize Minnesota in making his
appointments. They should remember that the
politics of the state are dealt out from head-
quarters at St. Paul.— Benson Monitor.

Bother the politics; what they want is pie,
and that is cut in Washington.

The Pioneer Press lately denounced the duty
on wood pulp proposed iii the Dingley tariff
bill. Itwas always thus. An import duty on
wood pulp would make paper dearer and this
would hurt the newspapers. There are other
things in that tariff bill which will hurt
worse.

—
Ada Herald.

"No rogue e'er felt the halter draw
With good opinion of the law."

mm

Commencement exercises all over this great
educational land of ours is now the order.

—
Tracy Republican.

This great educational land of ours never
sends a singular verb after a plural subject,
my boy. That is, hardly ever.

mm
_

Lots of Fish in Kentucky.

Never before were there so many fish in
the small streams in Western Kentucky. Last
week a party of five spent the day on Clark's
river, and in a few hours landed 75 nice
trout. Now this may be a small catch for
some waters, but it is extraordinarily large
for darks' river. We fished just below a
mill dam, where the water was not more than
eight feet deep. 1suppose the backwater from
the Ohio has supplied the creek with Its un-
usual amount of fine fish.—Mayfleld (Ky.3 Cor.
Forest and Stream.

Obeying Orders.
"May it please your majesty," Interrupted

the head chef, deprecatingly, "the fattest
captive objects to being eaten on the plea
that he is a great philanthropist."

A smile overspread the features of the can-
nibal chieftain. "If that is the case," he
said, "serve him at once for dinner. My phy-
sician has recommended me to take;

—"
He drew his belt a hole tighter.
"A generous diet. Yes."—New York Press.

The Greek Hymn.

Greece's national hymn, taken from Dlonis
Salomo's "Hymn of Liberty," was first
written and published in London. Tlie first
part of the original poem was a eulogy of the
land of Washington.

A Little Bible.
A queer sight was the ladies' night of a

London microscopical clu^), where the guests
sat around 104 microscopes listening to a lec-
turer. One of the curiosities shown was a
chapter of St. John written on the two thou-
sandth part of a square inch on which scale
the whole Bible would cover Just one square
inch of space.

IS TOTED IN CIVIGS
W. B. BOWRING, FORMERLY MIYOB,

OF LIVERPOOL, VISITING ST.
PAUL.

UP IN MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS.

HAS HAD YEARS OF EXPERIENCE?
INTHIE GOVERNMENT OF HIS

CITY.

POINTS OF DIFFERENCE NOTED.

Is Looking: Over the Different Forms
of Rapid Irimn Transit in

American Cities.

The name of W. B. Bowring, Liver-
pool, England, as it is written on the
register at the Ryan hotel, has nothing
in it to indicate that the owner was
mayor of Liverpool prior to 1834,
but such is the case.

Ex-Mayor Bowring, with his wife,
sister and nephew are traveling
on the American continent purely on
pleasure, as far as the ladies are con-
cerned, and on business and pleasure
combined, so far as Mr. Bowring is
concerned. They have visited NewYork, Boston, Chicago and other citiesand are spending two or three days
in St. Paul and Minneapolis beforeleaving for Yellowstone National park
of which Mr. Bowring says he has"heard so much in Europe that he de-termined to visit it the first time hecame west of Chicago.

The mayor is a distinguished

mLVnd k^ a" h*h*-l-edEnglish-
men he is broad, tolerant and generous
in his views. He represents fairly the
ZPZ°fEinfflishmen w*ose Protestationsof friendliness toward America go deep-er than mere after dinner pleasantries.

vlSPSS Amerß>a and Americans.He finds th.ngs to criticise, but does sowithout feeling or prejudice, leaving inthe minds of those who listen that feel-ing of respect that only broad-mindedmen can command. In personal ap-

fara;e an
nf ?*

** tyPiC&l En^^man,large of frame, with clear and rosycomplexion, robust health and finelypreserved. His language is not mark-ed by the broad English accent char-
j actenstic of many

Mayor Bowring has had years
of experience in the municipal govern!
rnethALLVerPool 3nd takes Just Prid.i
namv rank that anCient mun,ci -Pahty has attained. Liverpool Glas-gow and Birmingham are the best gov-
erned cities on the English isles. Per-haps Glasgow is the model, but Liverpool comes a close second. Her admin-
istration is the highest in intelligence
and conservatism. It is said that thegovernment of Liverpool is one of themost strictly honest in the world Inthis connection, Mr. Bowring remarkedto a reporter for the G1 o b c last even-
ing, that he believed the abuse which
is heaped upon the municipal govern-
ments of American cities was unjust.He did not believe that such gross dis-honesty existed as was claimed

Liverpool, said the ex-mayor, has
recently been securing control ofits municipal improvements, and nowcontrols its own water and gas plants.
Within a few months past the city hasacquired full control of the tram carsystems of the city, and in the near fu-
ture the entire revenues of this sys-
tem will be diverted into the municipal
treasury. Mr. Bowring looks upon thisachievement as one of great benefit toLiverpool, as it willcreate a large reve-nue for current expenses. The lineshave hitherto been controlled by a pri-
vate corporation which leased the lines
and all rights from the city.

*V™iTV,connection with this matter
fat

t
Tr- Bowring finds business in theImted States. He realizes that Ameri-ca is in the lead in all forms of rat idstreet transportation. During his stay

in the United States he is making acareful investigation of all forms ofstreet railroad travel, and will use Ms
information in the advancement of the
municipal tram system of Liverpool.

"I believe that there are now but
two systems which will be suitable forthe Liverpool tram traffic," remarkedMr. Bowring. '"While in New York~Imade a study of the various systems
there. It is my opinion that the un-
derground trolly and the conmressedair systems are the ones of the futureCompressed air is being tried in NewYork with success. The underground
trolly is also successful. We do notwant the overhead trolly in Liverpool.
This form of traction, together with
the cable system, is unsuited for ourstreets, mainly because the streets ofLiverpool are irregularly laid out, and
intersect each other constantly. Your
American streets are generally laid
out at right angles."

The government of Liverpool is basedupon a charter which is the same as
the imperial charter. Under it the city
has a board of aldermen and a board
Of common councilors. The two bodies
contain in all 112 representatives. The
aldermen are elected for six years, and
the common councilors for three. In
this way the city always has exper-
ienced men at its head. Liverpool
women enjoy rights which their Ameri-can cousins were inclined to believe
were their sole prerogative. In Liver-
jkjol widows or spinsters, who were
land and house owners, and who are
independent of the support of man, arej permitted to vote in municipal elec-
tions. There are other qualifications
besides the above, but they are the
principal ones. Taxes in Liverpool
are based upon a different plan than
those of American cities. In the lat-
ter city the taxes are levied against
rentals, the amount being four shil-
lings and six pence per pound sterling.
Therefore the owner of an unleased
or unoccupied building does not pay
taxes, and is not burdened as is the
case in America. Ther* are many other
radical differences between English
and American municiixxl systems, an^i
Mr. Bowring generously says that both
systems have advanta,Ves.

In speaking of the failure of the
Anglo-American arbitration to attain
success, Mayor Bowring mani-
fests the same spirit <?f fairness which
characterizes all his utterances.

"The failure of the treaty to pass
your congress is greatly to be deplor-
ed," said Mr. Bowring. "It does not
signify though, that the sentiment ex-
pressed by your senate Is the senti-
ment of your intelligent citizens. It
is the prevailing belief in England that
the large majority of American citi-
zens favored the treaty. There is noth-
ing but disappointment in England
c or its failure. The time must come
when two kindred nations, speaking
the same tongue, and the nations pos-
sessing the most personal and national
freedom, must unite in a treaty of
peace and arbitration."

Today the mayor and his party
will visit Minnehaha falls. He re-
marked last evening that he wanted to
see the spot that the great American
poet had made world famous.

-^

"What An Oyster Knows.

Oysters, after they have been brought away
from the sea, know by instinct the exact

hour when the tide is rising and approaching
their beds, and so, of their own accord, open

their shells to receive their food from the
sea, as if they were still at home.


