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TODAY'S WEATHER.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 1.—Forecast for Thurs-
dav: M nnesota—Falr; westerly winds.
Wisconsin—Fair; light westerly winds.
North Dakota—Fair, followed by threatening
snow flurries Thursday after-

wweather and

noon or night; warmer; variable winds.
South Dakota—Threatening weather and

svow; probably warmer; southeasterly winds.
[owa— Threatening weather and snow; north-

easterly winds,

* AMontana—Snow; warmer; Easterly winds.
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

United States Department of Agriculture,
YWeather Bureau, Washington, Dec. 1, 6:48
p. m. Local Time, 8 p. m. 75th Meridian

Time.—Observat.ons taken at the same mo-
ment of time at all stations.
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CERRENCY.”

is no expression in the whole
that is
pubject to more abuse, or is more fre-

AN ELASTIC

here

financial diseussion

of

quently used with vague idea, than the
which stands at the head of this
As an illustration, in a recent
article the Minneapolis Tribune dis-
ses the proposition of the New York

one

article.

Sun  that the national banknotes
ghould be retired and greenbacks put
in their place. It says that, at the

same time, the government should have
power to expand or contract the legal

tender circulation, but must always re-
tain sufficient gold reserve for Its re-
demption. The article concludes with

the sentence: “This would give us an
elastic currency.”
Aside from all the other objections to

the plan, this is exactly what it would

not do. The issuing of paper money
by the government is not only dan-
gerous to the credit and the business

solvency of the nation. but one great
objection to it is that it is as perfectly
unelastic as any currency can be made.
"When the term “‘elastic’” is applied to
the circulating medium of a country, if
it means anything, it means that the
money volume shall f-xp;iu(_] when hisi-

nesy S5 hriskand ('!'Il[jj‘}lt‘( when it is
dull. It means that there shall not be
a vast amount of currency of some
sort locked up in treasury vaults or

plled in bank reserves atgpertain sea-
sons of the year, while a,mher times
business interests are actually clamor-
ing with which to
carry on their transactions.

At the present time the money vol-
ume of the United States is almost en-
tirely without because it
consists principally of government is-
The national bank currency is
slightly elastic, or only imperfectly so.
When interest rates advance to a high
point, it pays the banks to put out more
circulation, and when interest rates
fall it pays to retire it. So narrow are
the limits, however, within which they
can act, and so small a portion of the
total currency volume is formed of na-
tional banknotes, that this plays an
unimportant part. Usually, a monetary
crisis is all over and done with before
the banks can go through the neces-

for more money

elastieity,

Sues.

sary formalities of taking out addition-
al note issues.g As for the greenbacks,
they are absolutely inelastic currency,
because there is no means whatever of
making them respond to the demands

of trade.

Our experience, and the experience of
every other country, with paper money,
whose volume depends upon the will of
a governing body like cougress, or even
of a volitical party which has control
of the national exchequer, shows that,
while the volume may increase. it
diminishes. The i1emptation to
“make money” is frequent and irresis-
tible. The clamor against contraction
is sure to make itself heard, however
great may be the actual need for re-
tiring a part of the notes ouistanding.
So, fram the time that the federa! gov-
ernment began to put out legal tenders,
the amount never decreased, but al-
ways advanced until the beginning of
the resumption period. ‘Ther, as soon
the retirement of (h2 greenbacks
had been ordered, It was :topped forth-
with by act of congress, and the $346,-
000,000 then outstanding have remain-
ed circuiation ever sines. Let us
look at the process by which these
notes can be issued and radeamed, to
see how totally incapable they are of
eqnstituting an elastic eurrency.

At certain seasons of the year, when
crops are to be handled #nd stocks of
goods laid in, there is an active de-
mand for credit and money. 'This de-
mand comes from farmers, merchants,
elevator men and the managars of busi-
messes of all descriptions. Where does
it make itself felt? At (he nearest
bank. The bank is the concern to which
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never

as

in

all these different individuals go to
obtain credit or cash. Ilow can the
government help them? Suppose it

were authorized to issue, let us say,
$50,000,000 of greenbacks to assist In
moving the crops. How are they to be
got out of the national treasury? They

cannot be sent to lseal banks to he
lcaned to business mson and others
as the people’s property, and can

be paid out only for interest on the

public debt and to Ji.svh:\rge appi'o- | itor to feast upon such prohibited car-

priations made by congress. It s clear
that, if you give to the government
complete authority te issue-legal ten-
ders at pleasure, it cannot expand the
currency when and where it is needed.
An even greater difficulty confronts it
in the matter of retiremsnt.

At another season of. the year, in
midwinter or in midsummer, business
slackens and the demand for money
drops off. The deposits of the banks
increase, their reserves ara  bursting
and business is actually disturbed by
plethora of money. ifow, now, can
these same banks get the greenbacks
back into the treasury in order that
they may be retired? What will the
treasury give in place of them? ‘What
can the banks get in exchange for
them? Obviously, it will not affect the
money volume to swap one form of
currency for another, and we cannot
have a revenue act so adjusted es to
produce a surplus at some particular
season of the year wherewith legal
tenders may be redeemed.

Whatever one may think of other
aspects of the currency question, he
must see at a glance that the function
of elasticity does not reside in the
greenbacks. - A currency that shall re-
spond to the fluctuating demands of
trade must issue from and return to a
source directly responsive to those de-
mands. That source is the local bank.
Leaving out .of consideration the
question whether we ought to have an
elastic curren—cy m'Am)t. it is perfectly
plain that, if such a thing'is desirable,
it can be realized ondy througzh bills
issued by the local banks everywhere
when the demand for credit and mon-
ey is active, and called in and ratired
by them when their borrowers come
up and pay their debts with the bank's
own notes. To talk about elasticity in
connection with legal tender issu=s is
moonshine. '
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THE STATE'S REVENUE FUND.

The state treasurer’s statement of the
condition of the treasury at the close
of November discloses a singular con-
dition of the revenue fund. It has en-
tirely disappeared, and there is a de-
ficiency of $53,936.84. While the report
shows that that amount is in the rev-
enue fund, the amount deducted
from the total amount on hand credited
to all the funds, $542,143.95, leaving the
amount on hand $488,207.11. The reve-
nue fund is overdrawn $533,000; other
funds have bheen drawn upon to put
that amount to the credit of that fund.

The revenue fund contains the in-
come derived from the direct-taxes on
real and personal estate, the gross
earnings tax of railways, insurance
and other companies, and miscellaneous
special taxes and. fees. The auditor's
report for 1896 estimates the income,
including the cash on hand at the end
of that fiscal year, at $3,280,053, and
the disbursements at $2,984,478, leav-
ing a surplus of $295574. These dis-
bursements are those made to meet the
appropriations of the legislature and
interest on the public debt. Neither re-
ceipts nor disbursements“include the
account of the cther special funds
whic¢h have their own sources of in-
come and means of expenditure. The
state tax levy for f897 for the revenue
fund was 1.5 mills, estimated to yield
$850,000, and the gross earnings tax was
estimated at $1,000,000."

The fiscal year of the state ends with
July 31 each year. The condition of
the revenue fund at that date for sev-
eral years past will throw some light
on its present condition and suggest
an inquiry as to what is the matter
with it now. There was on hand to
the credit of this fund at the dates
mentioned’ the following amounts:

is

July 315 1893...a5cc.cocs-veners e $949,402.26
July 31, 18%4. AT AR ..1,098,461.19
July 31, 189%. e eenn 163,050.32
July 31, 1896. weees 969,053:05
July 31, 1897, ceioves comesmvsie s aom somon: 014,398, 85

Here we have a shrinkage in this

fund of over 50 per cent since 189¢ and
of nearly 50 per cent from the sum on
hand in 1893, the last year for which
the much berated legislature of 1801
made provision. To make the compari-
son more striking we append the con-
dition of the revenue fund at the close
of the months since the close of the
last fiscal year as compared with its
state at the same dates last year:

On Hand. 1896. 1897.
....3453,148  $110,582
... 315,45 21,811
............. *53,936

168,797

*Deficit.
Why this marked montaly contrast?

What has so depleted the revenue
fund? Are we again where we were
some ten years ago when a state audi-
tor trled to cover up a deficiency by
doctoring a public statement to show
a surplus of over $200,000, when there
was an actual shortage of over $370,000,
for which the next legislature provid-
ed by authorizing an issue of revenue
bonds to the amount of $400,000? Pos-
sibly there is a good explanation to
be made. If there is, it should be forth-
coming, SR

—_———

AN ADMIRABLE PRECEDENT.

We wish to commend in the strongest
terms the example sét by, Judge Brill,
of the district court, in closing the doors
of the court room and refusing admis-
sion to all persons not directly inter-
ested in the progress of the case, when
a particularly unsavory suit was to
be tried before him. The Globe has
urged again and again the adoption
of this rule upon our courts every-
where. The option lies with them to
prevent the spread throughout the
community of matter which is moral-
ly pestilential. There is never a time
when many suits are not in progress
in different parts of the country which
deal with subjects or involve the tak-
ing of testimony that is not fit for the
public ear, and that would not be per-
mitted to appear in the public prints.
We have laws, and they are excellent
ones, forbidding the publication and
circulation of obscene literature. We
do not trust merely -to the deeency of
editors esd publishers, nor to the re-
pugnance which the general public feels
for filth, but we go further and make
it .a crime to spread before the peo-
ple matter that is jndecent. It_is a
most singular inconsistency that we
should throw open the deors of court
rooms, the halls of the pecple, to whom-
soever may come, and allow every vis-
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rion. We cannot understand why this
practice has prevailed so long.

It probably rests upon the theory that
our courts must be open to the people.
It is most likely a survival of the just
dread and hatred that our forefathers
felt to star chamber proceedings and
their realization that publicity Is es-
sential to justice, The demand for
publicity, however, Is satisfied when
both parties to the case are fully rep-
resented at its hearing. If the accused
and his accusers are there, if counsel
on both sides have free permission to
enter, and If all witnesses are summon-
ed in the presence of every one having
fnterest in the issue, that constitutes
pubHcity and insures fairness. The
public has no more right to be present
at such a hearing than it has to at-
tend the execution of a condemned
criminal, or to have its worst passions
catered to by filthy publications. Month
after month court rooms in one city or
another are crowded to overflowing by
prurient people who are on the watch
for the gratification of evil tastes de-
nied. They cannot get what they want
in books or newspapers or conversa-
tion. They fasten eagerly upon the foul
mess of some scandal that has been
dragged into court, and come day after
day to listen to question and answer
that may be necessary to the doing of
justice, but that fill the ears with vile-
ness and smirch the mind of every un-
interested person who listens. Under
this practice the courts, a part of whose
purpose it is to serve decency and
guard purity, are made the disseminat-
ors of all that is lowest and most dis-
gusting in human life.

It does not require any act of legis-
lature to remedy this. All that is need-
ed is that the courts should issue the
necessary order and exclude spectators.
We have long been convinced that
there resides within the courts of this
country a greater power to purify pub-
lic life, to lop away the taste for the
vulgar and the indecent and to dis-
courage crime by concealing the de-
tails of its accomplishment, than in all
the work that is done by individuals
and associations for public purity and
reform. Why they do not adopt the
practice universally we cannot under-
stand. We, therefore, desire to express
the heartiest approval of the case in
point, and the hope that this may be-
come the rule and not the exception in
the conduct of all cases in this country
that deal with the more revolting forms
of crime,

.

“IN GOD WE TRUST.” -

The standard dollar bears on its se-
rene face the reassuring .statement
that “In God we trust.” However pi-
ous may have been the motive for this
inseription it has since come to have
another and less sentimental signifi-
cance, and is now taken to mean that
the trust is for the forty-odd cents of
value that is not in the coin. The
legend on the dollar may well be
transferred to the condition of the
treasury as shown in its monthly and
annual reports “We have had apoio-
gies and explanations galore for the
excess of spending over income as the
monthly reports havé come ‘out. It
was the work of the wicked importers
who had forestalled the markets. It
was vanishing and would disappear
entirely by the end of the calendar
yvear. And now comes the statement
that the annual report, which the Séc-
retary of the treasury 1is to submit
to congress next Monday will express
his hope that the deficit in the treas#
ury at the end of the fiscal year next
June will not exceed $25,000,000. Eleven
months and seven days of the work-
ing of the Dingley bill, that was
framed ‘‘to provide adequate revenue,”
will leave the treasury $25,000,000 “in
the hole,” is the best that the secre-
tary of the treasury can expect of it.

We cannot understand the apologetic

attitude of the Dingleyite press for.

their measure and its work. It was
enacted to restore McKinleyism and it
was built on the lines of its prede-
cessor. It is doing its work precisely
as that act did, and, as that was
praised as “the bravest and best tariff
ever devised,” it would seem as if this
one should be lauded instead of ex-
cused. A comparison of the two as
revenue producers will fully demon-
strate this. The McKinley bill went
into effect in October, 1890, and con-
tinued until Aug. 28, 1894, The re-’
ceipts and expenditures during that
time were as follows: I
Receipts. Expenditures. Surplus.

R s 0T eae $458,544,233  $421,304,470 $37,239,763

1892 .. 425,868,260 415,953,806 10,274,454

1893 461,716,561 459,374,887 ° 2,341 674

1894 . 872,802,498 442,605,758, *69,803,260
*Deficit.

The Gorman act went into operation
Aug. 28, 1894, and continued until July
24, 1897. Its effects appear in the an-
nual reports for 1895-7. The receipts
and outgo during this time were as
follows:

Receipts. Expenditures. Deficlt.

1895 ........$390,373,203 §$433,178,426 $42 405,223
1896 408,475,408 434,678,654 25,203,216
1897 347,721,905 365,774,159 18,052,254

The Dingley act went into effect July
24, 1897, and is stiil working on its
task of providing ‘“‘an adequate reve-
nue,” while also providing an ample
protection that antagonizes customs
revenue. Beginning with Aug. 1, we
note the following relations of income
and outgo from that date to each of
the dates named: 3

Receipts. Expenditures. Deficit.

ok 8305 $92,658,374 $27,310,248
Nov. 6. . 72,464,745 102,586,374 30,121,629
Nov. 20 ,873,635 118,044,374 34,170,739

From this comparison it will readily

be seen that the tendency of the Ding-
ley act is exactly that of the McKin-
ley act; that under both the gap be-
tween income and outgo steadily in-
creased, while the opposite tendenc&
characterized the Gorman act. The
McK.lnley act turned g surplus of $37,-
000,000 into a deficlency of $69,600,000,
while the Dingley act is steadily aug-
menting the discrepancy, and the best
the secretary of the treasury dare pre-
dict for it is a deficit of $25,000,000 in
its first year, and fhat, too, after the
receipts shall have been swelled by
the proceeds of the sale of the Pa-
cific roads. With this result of two
measures fathered by the Republican
party to provide revenue the propriety
of the adoption by the treasury of the

motto of the standard dollar becomes Lt,l)

obvious. Certainly trust cannot be
placed in the Dingley act to restore
that lamented surplus.

AT THE THEATERS.

et
Brongon Howa;’fd's most excellent comedy
“The Henrietta,” was presented at the Met-
ropolitan opera house last evening by Stuart
Robson and his;.company. The performancs
was _creditable ;to a  degree. ‘‘The Henri-
etta’’ ranks with. the Nery best of American
plays and is certainly unexcelled by any
native comedy. 7In isgenuity of construc-
tion it surpasses, nearly all modern produc-
tions. 9 84

The performance yag! enjoyed by a goodly
number of apprecigiive spectators, who
heartily welcome Mr. Robson in the gulse
of Bertie the Lamb, and Mrs. Robson in the
character of Mks.. €ornelia Opdyke, the
widow. Mr. RoBison was as unique and Ir-
resistibly comicd as ever. His eccentricities
of dress, mannér, expression and voice are
unapproachabie, -for while it used to be the
fashion for vaudeville entertainers to imi-
tate this actor, there is only one Stuart
Robson, and he is intmitable. Mrs. Robson
has a congenial role in the widow. Her
comedy talents are effectively displayed in
the delivery of the breezy and knowing
speeches allotted to this character.

The other roles are in competent hands for
the company is well adapted for the presen-
tation of this comedy. Thomas A. Wise
playes Vanalstyne, the Old Nick of the
street, with a hearty gusto and spontaneity.
Mr. Wise is an actor of conspicuous meri
Edwin Holt's impersonation of Dr. Parker
Wainwright, was likewise a commendable ef-
fort, well sustained, symmetrical and dig-
nifled, without a suspicion of stiffness or a
tendency to preach, which some players can-
not' avel@ in roles of that character. Miss
Lida McMillan contributed an earnest, sym-
pathetic characterization of Mrs. Rose Van-
aistyne. ‘A most promising actress is Miss
McMillan.

The portrayal of the villain of the play—
for it has but one, Nicholas Vanalstyne Jr.—
was entrusted to Ernest Lamson. Mr. Lam-
s0n’s make-up was proper enough, but his
every action and drawling intonation sug-
gested the hypocrite and the scoundrel.
Knavery's plain face should not be seen
till used, was lago’s guiding sentiment.

John Webster’'s characterization of a young
English lord, and Joseph Keefe’s lmpersona-
tion of the stock dabbling minister of the
gospel were good. Lewis Carpenter was sat-
Isfactory in the rcie of Musgrave, the old
clerk, and Miss Gertrude Perry and Miss
Edna Brothers ‘as Lady Mary and Agnes
respectively, completed a well-balanced cast.

% & »

At the matinee the ‘bill was ‘‘She Stoops to
Conquor,” and a fairly large audience en-
joyed a pleasing presentation of Goldsmith’s
delightful comedy. Mr. Robson, while not
an ideal Tony ‘Lumpkin, gives a rolicking
characterization Oof the role that Is pleasing
even if not ‘entirely conventional. The com-
edy was well cast. Edwin Holt, as young
Marlow, appea.rihg‘ to excellent advantage.
At the <ad of the third act there was a
hearty curtain call.

—_—————————————

CRAVING FOR OFFICE.

Maj. Wolcott' Lay, of Washington,
Grovg‘u Reminiscent.

“Public life geems to possess a glitter-
ing fascination for everybody, and yet
to be an office heolder is one of the
greatest misfortunes which can befall
a young man.”

The speaker was Maj. Wolcott Lay,
of Washington, D .C., at the Merchants’
last evening. He is one of the three ex-
aminers employed in the internal rev-
enue department and is here for a few
days on a visit of inspection to the lo-
cal office. Incidentally it may be men-
tioned that when he was last here,
four years ago, it was to install Capt.
Harries in his office as collector, but he
says that his present visit here has
no particular significance—that if any
change was to be made in the office,
the outside public:would hear of it be-
fere he would. . The major has himself
grown. gray in the serviece, and being in
a reminiscent’' mood last- evening, told
of it.- g

“After I came out of the army in 1864,
I had a position offered me in the de-
‘partment, and against the advice of
relatives—who I now know were wiser
than I—I accepted it, not intending to
remain for any great length of time.
But I did stay; though, and
‘vears later was promoted to my present
position, which I have continued to
hold down steadily with the exception
of two short intervals, during the two
terms of President Cleveland, when
some good Demoerat filled my place.
My duties call me all over the country;
that might sound pleasant to those
who think they like to travel—but it
isn’t.

“One of the saddest and yet a very
peculiar sight is the invasion of Wash-
ington by  the army of office-seekers
after the inauguration of every presi-
dent. They erowd everywhere and
struggle to get: the ear of everyone
whom they think has a little influence.
Some of - them go to Washington with
a few hundred dollars and most all of
‘them go away broke and disgusted;
ihey didn't get the office they coveted—
‘but they are better off if they only
knew It.” 7
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MAY CHANGE THE NAME.

Civil Enginecrs’ Socleiy May Alter
Iis By-Lavws.

At the meeting of the Civil Engineers’ so-
ciety of St. Paul, Monday evening the ques-
tion of changing the name of the organization
will come up on & report from the committes
appointed to comsider this matter. The com-
mittee was directed to consider the advisa-
‘bility of having classified members and the
advantage of having a less restricted name
for the society. In its report the committee,
consisting ‘of Edwin® E. Woodman, Oliver
‘Crosby- and W.' L. Darling, recommended
that the conditions of membership be changed
‘so as to allow any civil, mechanical or m.li-
tary engineer and any architect, geologist,
.metallurgist, assyer or surveyor holding a
degree conferred by any fincorporated college
,or university or United States military acad-
emy, who has practiced his profession for one
year. or, wha, not: holding such degree, has
_practiced his profession for five years, shall
be eligible for membersh.p. Students who
intend to adopt Gne or more of the branches
of the profession mentioned may be chosen
as junior members of the society. The report
also recommends that the  word civil be
dropped and that the name be Engineers’ So-
clety of St. Paul. At the meeting Monday
night the ¢hanges mentioned will be dis-
cussed.

MARTINELLI IS EXPECTED.

= 5 g
‘Papal Delegate to Be a Guest Christ-
.. mas Week.

Mgr. Martinelli, pavpal delegate, will
‘ probably be the guest of Archbishop
Ireland during Christmas week. While
‘the convocation of bishops was in pro-
gress at ‘the Catholic = university in
Washington geveral weeks ago, Arch-
hishoplrelan% extended an invitation
to Mgr. Martinelib«to visit him and it
was aceepteds B3 ’

The delegat® 1_5’-6xpeeted to officiate
at high mass at'the Cathedral on
Christmas day .and in the afternocn
will dine with Archbishop Ireland and
. other Catholic prefates. He will also
visit Minneapollss.during his stay in
'the Northwest. .

T
HURT BY A;STREET CAR.

Three Men Thrown From a Buggy
on Ulﬂve’l‘gﬂty Avenue.

Theodore and: EFrank Bodwin and
Louis Lorainé living on Fenton street
near Kentucky, were severely injured
last. night in a collision with a Ham-
line car. The trio had been to Coon
lake in Anoka county on.a hunting
expedition, and were driving on Uni-
versity avenue toward the city. Just
east of Lexington avenue a Hamline
car ran into the rear of the rig and
wrecked the wagon, throwing the men
out. The, horses ran away. The men
were brought to Seventhr and Waba-
sha street in the street car.

The committee on claims, of the board of
aldermen, will meet  this afternoon et 3
o’clock; and the commiitee on streets, from
e same body, an hour later.

several |

- matter.

_be present.

lot the fire commissioners as to their

AFTER A LONG YEAR

THE QUESTION OF HOW THE
SCHUTTE BLOCK BURNED
coMES UP.

IT HAD BEEN INVESTIGATED,

AND THE REFLECTION ON CHIEF
JACKSON FOUND TO BE UN-
WARRANTED.,

BUT THAT WASN'T SATISFACTORY,

So the Assembly Cominittee on KFire
Department Wants to Expleit
It Now,

The assembly committee on fire de-
partment held a meeting last evening
to investigate as to the cause of the
burning of the Schutte block in De-.
cember, 1896. Present at the session
were Messrs. Thompson, Dix and Rear-
don, of the committee; President Free-
man and Commissioners Prendergast
and Mitsch, of the filre board; Chief
Jackson, Secretary Hall and a dozen
or more gentlemen Interested in the

The so-called Investigation com-
menced by Assembly man Thompson
reading the communication which was
sent to the assembly the tenants of
the building June 3 last. It developed
that the assembly committee had re-
ferred the matter to the board of flre
commissioners June 23 for a report.
The board had immediately made an
investigation and, together with its re-
port, sent back letters from Chief Jack-
son, Capt. Wright, of the fire depart-
ment, and Building Inspector Kingsley,
touching on the question as to the
cause of the burning of the Schutte
block.

Under date of June 23, the board of
fire commissioners sent to the assembly
committee letters from Chief Jackson,
Capt. Wright and Building Inspector
Kingsley. In addition to the letters
the board of fire commissioners submit-
ted a report as to the cause of the
fire, The commissioners, in the report,
stated that, after an investigation in
which unusual care was exercised, the
board was of the opinion that the wall
connecting the Schutte block with the
Ryan annex was defective, and its fall-
ing was the sole and only cause of the
destruction of the building. The board
stated that the matter had been satis-
factorily explained to Dr. Dewey and
W. O. Denegue. Correspondence and
personal explanations followed. Mr.
Denegue expressed himself as entirely
satisfied, that he had been misinform-
ed, and that he did not desire an in-
vestigation. The entire force of the
city was at work. The fire wall that
connected the block with the annex
was defective. It crumbled at the very
time that the entire force was needed
to save the Hale block and the Ryan
hotel. The wall was an eight-inch one
and defective. It fell, and with the re-
sult known. The firemen were not to
blame. From the investigation made
every man of this committee is satis-
fied beyond a doubt that no fire oc-
curred in the Schutte block until af-
ter the wall fell, and that the firemen
were entirely free from any blame
whatever. That they did their duty,
and did it nobly and .well, and that the
defective condition of the fire wall was
alone the cause of the destruction of
the Schutte block, the members of the
board were convinced.

Chief Jackson {in his letter said:
‘“Had the wall remained in place the
fire would not have spread beyond the
wall of the annex. Nothing could save
the Schutte building after the wall fell.
It Is stated in the petition of the for-
mer tenants that the fire first broke out
in the elevator shaft. Let me say now
that I know that it did not. Such a
theory ig unreasonable. I went up the
stairs of the Schutte block to the top
story not more than four or five minu-
tes prior to the.-falling of the wall.
The stairs encircle the elevator, and I
krow to a moral certainty that no-
where in that building was there any
fire before the wall fell, also there was
no smoke in the building."”

C. E. Wright, captain of Hook and
Ladder Company No. 5, under date of
June 23, reported that he and his men
were working from the upper windows
of the Hale block. The side windows
of the Schutte block ten or twelve feet
away were constantly visible. The
falling of the wall between the Ryan
anrex and Schutte block was the sole
cause of the fire in the Schutte block.
Nothing could save it after the wall
fell. The fire did not originate at the
feot of the elevator shaft as the un-
burned lath would prove.

William Kingsley, building inspector,
under date of June 24, reported that the
burning of the Schutte block was
caused by the falling of the party wall
between the Ryan annex and the block.
The wall of the Schutte block in his
opinion was not of sufficient thickness,
and had it been the block would not
have burned.

The letters and the report of the
hoard of fire commissioners in the mat-
ter were returned from the city clerks’
office July 13, accompanied by a note
which stated that the report was not
what was desired by the committee on
{ire department. On the back of the
protest handed in by the tenants of
the block at the time of the fire was
a statement to the effect that the
communication was referred to the
Loard of fire commissioners to investi-
gate and notify the members of the
committee on fire department of the
aldermen and assembly and the signers
of the petition as to the time of the
meeting in order that they might all

By reason of the board of fire com-
missioners failing to notify the mem-
bers of the committee and the gentle-
men who occupied the building at the
time of the flre of the time of their in-
vestigation the trouble which neces-
sitated the present investigation is said
to have arisen. Chairman Thompson
followed the reading of the fire board
report with a letter from Charles F.
Denny, under date of Oct. 29, '97, stat-
ing that a joint meeting of the fire
board and the common council was
promiged the tenants of the Schutte
Llock burned Dec. 19, 1896. Mr. Denny,
in his letter, stated that the tenants
had waited patiently for the investi-
gation and as three months had elapsed
the delay was not understood. It was
owing to this letter, Mr. Thompson
stated, that the investigation was call-
ed for. Dr. D. Pool informed the com-
mittee that so far as he was concern-
ed the statements in the papers that
the investigation was brought up for
the purpose of injuring Chief Jackson
was untrue. He was a tenant of the
building at the time of the fire and
from eye witnesses had learned that
no attempt was made to prevent the
burning of the block until it was too
late.

Dr. C. F. Denny corroborated Dr.
Pool in the statement that there was
no intention of doing Chief Jackson any
injustice or injuring him in any way.
H. was a tenant in the block at the time
of the fire, but did not know albout the
fire until the next morning. He had
heen informed the building had been
Lurning a long time before any water
was put on it; what he and the other
tenants desired to ascertain was why
attention had not been paid by the de-
partment to the Schutte block as weil
as the Ryan hotel #nd the Hale block.
Dr. Denny and W. O. Denegre both de-
nied the statement made in the report

being fully satisfled as to the cause of
the fire. Mr. Denegre said there was
some trouble in getting witnesses to
appear and testify, as the majority of
those acquainted with the facts that
would throw light on the cause of the
fire were afrald of the fire department.
He knew of about twenty witnesses
who could give valuable testimony, but
unless there was some power to compel
them to attend and testify it would be
almost useless to commence an investi-
gation,

President Freeman, of the fire board,
was of the opinion that any investiga-
tion held should be by the fire board
and not by the council committee. Mr.
Reardon, however, was anxious to go
on with the investigation, stating that,
as the filre board had not given those
who desired a chance to be heard, the
council should. This appeared to be the
desire of the other two members of the
committee, arnd E. S. Kaye was call-
ed and interrogated by Mr. Denegre,
s\{ho acted as counsel for the investiga-
tion.

Mr, Kaye's testimony was to the ef-
fect that a line of hose on the top of
the Schutte block would have prevent-
ed the buillding from being totally de-
stroyed. The fire started on the roof
at the top of the elevator shaft and
went down. It was thirty minutes
after the fire started in the Schutte
bleck before any water was put on the
building. The entire force of the fire-
department was engaged on the other
side of the fire and seemingly paid no
attention to the Schutte block.

Nels Sandberg, elevator man in the
block at the time of the fire, testifled
that the fire started on the roof. So
far as he could tell the building was
on fire before the wall fell. It was
twenty minutes after the fire broks
out in the Schutte block before any
water was put on the building. A
couple of streams were then thrown on
the building from Seventh street, but
the water reached only as high as the
third story. Chief Jackson interrupted
the witness and said there was an ex-
tension ladder raised on the buillding
and streams thrown on the fifth floor.
Continuing, Sandberg sald he saw fire
on the roof of the building before it
was noticeable at any other point.

Dr. Denny thought the tenants of
the building should have been notified
of the fire. He was of the opinion that
if he had been on the scene he could
have sized up the fire at once and could
have saved considerable of his per-
sonal effects.

President Freeman said it was not
the duty of the fire department to noti-
fy tenants of office buildings when fires
oceurred.

John Neff, another of the tenants,
said when he arrived on the scene at
3 o’clock the entire building was ablaze
and no streams were on the building
at that time.

In answer to questions put
by Secretary Hall, Messrs. Kaye
and Sandberg  stated they did
not see the wall between the
Ryan annex and the Schutte block
fall. Mr. Kaye was positive that the

block was on fire before the wall fell.
Secretary Hall said the whole guestion
settled down as to the falling of the
wall between the two buildings. The
fire board had satisfled themselves that
the falling of the wall was the cause
of the burning of the block. This had
been ascertained from the firemen who
were working on the Hale block and
others about the fire. President Free-
man said he had been informed by
two rallroad officials of the Omaha
road who witnessed the flre that the
Schutte block had not caught fire un-
til after the wall fell. This, Mr. De-
negre said, was just what the tenants
in the building at the time of the fire
wanted settled. He requested Mr.
Freeman to assist in having the wit-
nesses present at-the next meeting of
the committee to tell what they knew
about the facts. Mr. Reardon was of
the opinfon that if the names of the
witnesses were handed to the city clerk
they would all answer to the summons.
Mr. Denegre said he would hand the
clerk a list of the names of those want-
ed and the committee adjourned until
Monday evening at 7:30 o’clock.

Daucing Party in Prospective—Mrs.
Griggzs' Reception.

Mr. and Mrs. Boeckman, of Marshall ave-
nue, will give a dancing party tomorrow
evening for their son Egil.

Mrs. Jesse A, Gregg, of Ashland avenue,
was hostess at a recep‘ion yeste:day after-
noon. The rooms were handsomely deco-
rated for the occasion. Those a:sisting were
Mrs. M. N. Gregg, Mrs. S. C. Gregg, Mrs.
H. S. Gregg, Mrs. M. D. Edwards, Mrs.
B. C. Springer, Mrs, Ge.rge Tromoson, Mrs.
E. M. Prouty, Mrs. A. A. Cratsenb'rg, Mrs.
W. B. Dixon, Mrs. S. L. Sawell, Mrs. C. P.
Brown, Mrs. E. T. Goddard, Mies Fryer,
Miss Edith Fryer, M:ss Ann'e Edwards, Miss
Ella Goddard, Miss Margue:it= Taylor, Miss
Anstice Harries and Miss Grace Stillwell.

The People’s chu will hold a social in
the church parlors t rrow evening. In ad-
dition to the usual programme the Young
People’s Dramatic club will present Bang's
farce, “The Bicyclers,” The cast is as fol-
lows:

Mr. Bradley, & scoffer....Mr. A. W. Caldwell
Mr. Perkins, a beginner....Mr. J. W. Smith
Jack Bariow, an expert ....Mr. J. P. Keller
Bob Yardley, another ....Mr. W. A. Lohlker
Mrs. Perkins, who doesn’t ride..Miss Poill'ps
Mrs. Bradley, an enthusiast ....Miss Elliott
Jenny, a mald ..........Miss Tcddy Lohlker

This is the first appearance of the dramatic
club, and everything is being done to make
the entertalnment a success. There will be
no charge for admissicn.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Casperson celebrated
their thirty-third anniversary last evening
at their home, 511 Bancroft avenue.

Mrs.Coburh, of the Lansmer, entertained the
Duplicate Whist club yesterday afternoon.

Miss Chittenden, of the Alblon, gave a d'nner
of seven covers last evening.

The New Cotillion club, which was to have
given a german at the Alblon last evening,
has postponed the function.

Charles W. Gordon gave a bobbing party
yesterday for Misses Perkins and Bishop.

Mrs. J. B. Tarbox gave an informal tea
yesterday for Miss Perkins, the guest of
Miss Otis, of Fort Snelling, and for M’ss
Bishop, of Bridgeport.

Mrs, John MeCloud, of Lincoln avenue, gave
a dinner yesterday for JMrs, Henry Hague
Vaughan, of St. Anthony Park.

The St. Paul Palette club enjoyed a social
and instructive hour last evening n the club
room in the National German-American bank
building. The entertainment was the four'h
of a series arranged for the winter. The
programme for last n’‘ght consisted of the

following numbers. A talk on “Art and
Photopraphy,” by Prof. N. R. Brewer; a

reading on ‘‘Velasquez,”" by Mrs. Orton Pine;
a vocal solp, by Miss Dahnr; a vocal and
violin solo, by H. Aronson; a piano solo by
Miss Godkin, and a recitation by Miss Childs.

The Central Study club will meet a week
from Monday in the lecture room of the
People’s church.

There will be a business meeting of the
West Side Monument association this morn-
ing at the residemce of Mrs. F. B. Doran.
The next scc’al gathering of the arganization
will be a progressive euchre party and will
occur about the middle of the month.

Prof. Maria Eanford will give the last of her
lectures cn Ralf Waldo Emerson tonight, at
St. Paul Ccmmons. A series on English 1 ter-
ature will be given after the holidays.

The art social that was postponed on ac-
count of Mr. Moody's leoture will be held at
the Central Park church, Twelfth and Min-
nesota streets, Friday evening, Dec. 3. There
will be painting by the artists of the church,
photegraphs by the amateur photographers
and a baby department.

The Twentieth Century club will give a
dancing party tomoirow evening. The pro-
gramme will consist of twelve numbers.

The Ladies’ Aid Society of Goodrich Ave-
nue Presbyterian Church will mest this
afternoon in the church

Mrs. W. D. Sweet, of Fargo, is visiting
Mrs. Fagley, of Holly avenue,

Mrs. Rouhlac Rufin and son, of Dayton
avenue, left Tuesday night for Virginia.

E. H. McHenry and party returned yes-
terday in a private car from a trip to the
corst.

Mre. John Godkin, of G:o to sireet, ‘s en-
tertaining her sister, Mrs. W. A. Bowdish,
of Milwaukee.

Mrs. C. A. Severance and M s3 Fann'ng, of
Summit avenue, left last evening for a
weelk's visit in Chicago.

Mrs. J. J. Fischer, of West Superior, is
visiting her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Herman
Dorgeloh, of Ramsey street,

Miss Ruth Sabin, who has been the guest
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of Mr. and Mrs. Whits, of Twellth street,
has returned to Amery, Wis.

Mrs. W. H. McCoole, of St. Pster streot,
left yesterday afternoon for Los Angeles,
Cal., where she will spend the winter.

Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Grannls, of Lake City,
are spending the winter with their son, G.
W. Grannis, and family, of Pleasant avenue.

Mrs. F. L. Robarge, of the Buckingham,
has returned from Barre, Vt.

Miss Brown, of Barre, Vt.,
winter in this city.

—

will spend the

SUPREME OFFICERS' VISIT,

The Loeal Maccabees Greet Supreme
Commander Markey,

An event of considerable importance
in the annals of the local lodges of
the Order of the Maccabees was the
first official visit, last evening, by the

supreme commander, Hon. D. .
Markey, of Port Huron, Mich., and
the great record keeper, (. J. Siegel,

of New York.

These gentlemen have been making
a tour of the Western states, includ-
ing Iowa, Colorado, Ugah, Nebraska,
the Dakotas and Minnesota, and are
now on their way East. Their coming
to St. Paul was announced in sufficient
season to enable the local tents, Unity
No. 8 and St. Paul No. 24, to arrange
an impromptu reception in honor of
their distinguished guests, which was
held at their hall last evening. Aside
from the knights in this city, a dele-

gation of about fifty came over from
Minneapolis in a special interurban
car.

The meeting opened with an exem-
plification of the secret work by the
degree team of St. Paul tent, and the
impressive rites were carried out in
a perfect manner, such as to win the
applause of the visitors. A social ses-
sion then followed, in which short ad-
dresses were made by Sir Knights
Markey and Siegel, and also by Rev.
Pherris, Judge Schoonmaker, Thomas

W. Score and others. Sir J. H. Tre-
gilgas, past commander of St. Paul
tent, presided, and the programme

was pleasantly interspersed with musi-
cal numbers. Cigars were distributed
and the evening with a cor-
dial handshake fraternal t
ing.

Commander Markey, in his address,
referred briefly to the rapid growth
and present excellent financial 1di-

closed
and

greet-

tion of the order. It is now but s X-
teen years old and yet has a mem-
bership of over 300,000, of wh 0. 000

were added during the The

past year.
order is especlally strong in the East;
Michigan, the state In which it start-
ed, has a membership of 115,000, and
New York furnishes 50,000, Tt n
paratively new _ in Minnesota, vet
there are 3,000 members here. Over

$9,000,000 has been paid out in
fits. The Ladies of the Maccahes
an auxiliary

order with a
ship of 85,000. Sir Markey ref
the fact that, though he had been
the supreme commander for ten years,
this was the first official visit he had

ever pald to St. Paul, and the work-
ings and enthusiasm of the tents here
surprised and greatly pleased him
He also paid a high compliment to
the degree team for its excellent work.
Sir Knight Siegel spoke briefly on
the advantages of the order, furnish-
ing, as it does, protection and frater-
nalism, and in a few words he ex-
plained the management f  the
finances, stating that the ros f
was Invested In governmer
Messrs. Markey and Siege
evening for Faribault to 1
in that city.

TALK ABOUT BOND 188

The Committee Discasses (he P
sition Withou«

The committee on Ilegislati
board of aldermen held tts fir

the present councll was
The matter before the “ t
resolutions passed by the ren om
mittee in October requesting

take such action as would

ers at the next election to vote

osition for the {ssuance of $100,
for school purposes. Ald. Donal

tioned whether, under the la !
cured from the bonds, il lssued

uged for maintaining the s-hools
could only be used for ere g ar
ping new buildings. The com
the opinfon that there was no |
of haste in the matter, and, in order
the law looked up, adjourned the question
for two weeks. At the next meeting the
president of the board of school inspectors
and the city comptroller will be invited to
be present.

itesnit

28

to have

ASSEMBLY MEETS TONIGHT.

Lighting Bids and Other Matiers to

Come Up.
The meeting of the assembly this evening
promises to be an interesting one. Blds will

be opened for gasoline lighting, well as

as

for lighting the city with gas and electric
lights. While there will be but one bid for
the gas and electric lighting, it Is expected
three bids will be submitted for the gasoline
lighting. The company represented by J. J.
Parker 1s cn record as agreeing to bld un-
der T1 cents per lamp per month. The Car

bon Light and Power company, who bid 77
cents on the former advertisement, will sub
mit another proposal, as wil! also the Amer
ifcan Development company, which firm now
has the contract.

The assembly will also take
tion of awarding the contracts for
lection and disposal of garbage, as
| mended by the joint commitiee or
Mayor Doran will, in this matter. lay
the council a raft of statistics

up the ques-
the col-

to the

that the work cannot be done at
bid by the cortractors.

Assemblyman Albrecht's ordina orieit
ing the cable line franchise me  up

for passage.

SIFTING WEBER'S THIEORY.

Sheriff Still Working on

the Lambert Lake Mystery,

Wagener

At-

Supt.

C'ount
vith

Sheriff Wagener and Assistant
torney Zollman have consulted

Weber, of the Pinkerton agency, rezarding
the information claimed to be possessed by
the latter tending to show the famous Lam
bert lake mystery a hoax. It is understood
that Supt. Weber has enjghtened ti au-
thorities as to the foundation of his

and informed them who the persons are

are under suspicion of having perpetrated
alleged ‘‘joke.” As a result of the consulta-
tion the authorities will Investigete along
the lines suggested by Supt. Weber, with a
view to either proving his pesition right or
without grounds. From ne source can the
names exchanged at the discussion be learned.
Supt. Weber’s change of base from an
can !lay my hand on the party in thirty min-
utes’’ position to merely a plausible theory
which must be thoroughly sifted like every
other clue that has been run down does not
thrcw much additional light upon the af-
fair as yet, as the authorities refuse to glve
out any information until the finvestigation
is completed. Coroner Nelson will hold an
inquest over the remains next week, and it
is thought that some developments may trans-
pire at this Inquiry.

EUTERPE QUARTETTE

Arranges a Concert for Next Monday

Night,
The Euterpe Ladies’ quartette has arranged
to give a concert Monday, Deec. 6, in Cam-

briédge hall, in the Ryan building. It will
in fact, be the formal opening of this new
hall. The Euterpe quartette is composed of
Mrs. Harris, Miss Baker, Miss Burdette and
Mrs. Yale, all singers of recognized ability.
The organization has appeared in concert sev-
eral times in different parts of the state, and
has always received most favorable mention.
This is their first appearance as a quartetts
in St. Paul. They will be assisted by other
local musical talent.

SOCIAL SESSION,

Programme Arranged for the De-
light of Minuneapolis Brethren,

The St. Paul lodge of Elks will hold a social
session. tonight. About fifty members from
Minneapolls lodge are expected over, and a
programme for their special enjoyment has
been arranged. There will also be a number
of members from Stillwater lodge present.

ELKS’

His wateh Stolen.

August Thall, a tallor do'ng business at
263 East Seventh street, reported to the po-
lice, vesterday afternoon, that he had beon
robbed of a gold watch in a saloon near his
ghop. He exhibited a chain dangling from
his vest and claimed the timepiece had been
“n'pped” while he was standing at the bar,

Still Making Cltizens,

Nearly three hundred residents of the Seo-
ond ward received their naturalization papers
last night at the court house, while a large
number from the Fourth ward received the
desired documents {rom the supreme court.
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