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IH SECRET SESSION
THE HAWAIIAN TREATY TO BE

TAKEN II* BEHIND CLOSED
DOORS

TO TEST THE SENTIMENT.

THE WAVERING SENATORS, IT IS

THOUGHT, MAY THIS BE KEPT
INLIKE.

JAPAN' IS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR.

Some Question;. Involved So Delicate

That Public Discussion Mi^lit «

Result iiinn Outbreak.

AYASHI X 'TON, Dec. 11.—The sup-
porters of Hawaiian annexation have
d< finitely decided to consider the ques-
tion in executive session of the senate.
Jn order to do this it will be necessary

for thciu to take up the annexation
treaty rather than a joint resolution
providing for annexation. Some few
of those who support Hawaii in this
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matter were at first inclined to believe
that unless itbecame evident that the
two-thirds vote necessary to secure the
ratification of the treaty was secured
from the beginning It would be a waste
of time to take the matter up at all
upon the basis, of the treaty, but they
appear to have changed their mind and
to be at least disposed to defer to the
opinions of the majority who oppose
this course. Itis now stated, on behalf
of the pro-annexation ists that to aban-
don the treaty at the present time
would create the impression that they

had surrendered the fight entirely.
They also think that the consideration
of the question in secret will serve to
bind those who profess to be favorable
to annexation and make sure of holding
at least a majority of the senate for
a resolution, ifit in the end be mado
evident that it is necessary to resort
to this means of securing favorable
legislation.

There is also a still broader reason
for desiring to have the treaty consid-
ered behind closed doors which actu-
ates the committee on foreign relations.
This is the fact that Japan's attitude
toward annexation is .such as to in-
volve some delicate questions which
the members of this 'Committee think
it not advisable to air before, the pub-
lic in the way that they might be air-
ed if the matter should be taken up
for debate in the open senate.

The stanchest friends of annexation

admit that it would be well nigh im-
possible to secure the two-thirds vote
necessary to ratify the treaty, but they
contend that they will come "very
near" reaching the necessary number.
Of the sixty votes necessary they claim
to have fifty-four pledged, and they
think it possible that they might se-
cure two or three more votes. Their
plan, however, contemplates a full de-
bate of the question on the treaty in
executive session and the subsequent

transfer of the matter, Ifnecessary, to
the open senate on a resolution similar
to that by which Texas was annexed,

and the pressing of this resolution to
a speedy vote.

The resolution will require only a
majority of votes, but to be effective
it willbe necessary that it should also
pass the house, where delay is feared.

LESS MIXED >S _.ll_.

The Publishing Hou_.es in Cities
S«}rtij:»_* the .laMi-r.

WASHINGTON. Dec. 11.—For some
time past the postoffice department h.is
been making an endeavor to have the
large publishing houses in the prin-
cipal cities send their mailing matter
to the general postoffices assorted and
separated for the particular localities
for which it i? intended, instead of dis-
patching it to the of.cc ina mass, there
to be separated by the c'.erks. The sug-
gestion has been put in practical opera-
tion by many of the newspapers and
publishing houses, and has resulted in
greatly expediting the handling of tho
mails. Within the past year the news-
papers and publishing houses in Pitts-
burg adopted the plan. In a recent
letter to Second Assistant Postmas-
ter General Shellenberg-v. A"..stant
Railway Mail Superintendent Jackson
gives the results of his observations
of the progress that has been made.
InJanuary and February of this year,
he says, 77 per cent of the mail sent to
the general office was mixed matt r.
In July this had decreased to fi" p r
cent, while last month the count of
the matter sent by about thirty-five of
the principal publishing houses showed
a reduction in mixed matter of 17 per
cent. Houses that were sending in as
much as 90 per cent of their matter
in mixed shape now send in only 6
per cent in that manner.

KO TROUBLE PROBABLE.

Japan Does .'ict Oppose tlie Annexa-
tion of Hawaii.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11.—The return
of Mr. Hoshl, the Japanese minister,
from a brief leave of absence in Japan,
has called fresh attention to Japan's
attitude toward Hawaiian annexation.
Mr. Hoshi stated today that while he
had no intention of discussing in the
newspapers the official relations of his
country with the United States he
thought that itwas due to both govern-
ments to disavow in the most public
manner the sentiments and designs re-
garding Hawaiian annexation fre-
quently attributed to Japan in the press
of this country. His own return, he
said, had been made the occasion for
the renewal of rumors of this descrip-
tion and on that account he felt itto be
his duty to say that it is absolutely un-
true that the Japanese government Is
opposing in any manner whatever the
annexation of Hawaii to the United
States. Nothing could be farther from
the truth. ItIs true that Japan at one
time formally protested against annex-
ation, but that protest w.'.s intended to
protect certain clearly doflned rights

pertaining to Japan and her people
which momentarily appeared to be im-
perilled. Subsequent events, Mr.Hoshi
added, have shown that the Japanese
government was right in the belief
frankly expressed in that protect, that
Japan could confidently rely upon the
good feeling and the good faith of the
United States to take no hasty or ill
considered steps subversive of the
rights of a government and a people
with whom this government and the
American, people have always main-
tained the closest and most cordial re-
lations. And while the question can-
not yet be regarded as definitely set-
tled in al! particulars, Mr. Hoshi said
that he had no hesitation in expressing
the firm conviction that all matters of
mutual concern between the United
States and Japan arising from the an-
nexation of Hawaii would be equitably
and honorably adjusted.

To an inquiry regarding the instruc-
tii ns with which his government has
entrusted him during his recent vi.t to
Japan, Mr. Hoshi stated that while, of
course, he could not reveal the nature
of those instructions, it was not im-
proper for him to say that they were
of a kind, in his opinion, to facilitate
materially the settlement of the ques-
tions resulting from the annexation of
Hawaii, in which Japan can rightfully
claim to be interested. There i.~ no
r_a&on, he said, why the full and frank
discussion, and in the end the just set-
tlement of all such questions, .hould
create the slightest friction between the
two countries.

POSTAL RECEIPTS.

Increase of Twelve Per Cent at
Fifty Offices.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11.— A state-
ment prepared at the postoffice depart-
ment shows th. t the gross postal re-
ceipts at fifty of the largest offices for
November amounted to \u0084 ,_7,568, an in-
crease of $382,533. Pr 12 9-10 per cent
over the corresponding month of last
year. These receipts are greater than
for any November in the history of the
service. The cities showing the great-
est percentage of increase were Cin-
cinnati, Buffalo. Kansas City, Mo.; In-
diana;.olis, Providence, R. I.; Omaha,
Neb.; N.i.hville. Term.; Los Angeles,
Cal.; St. Jo- mi. Mo., and Portland,
Ore. Philadelphia. New Orleans, Roch-
ester, Jersey City; Lowell, and New
Haven, Conn., show slight decrease.
Postmaster General Gary expressed

himself as much gratified at the show-
ing made, and said he regarded it as an
accurate barometer of the improved

business conditions of the country.

BAXKRIPTCY BILL.

Measure A._.r.ed Vpon by the House

Subcommittee.
WASHINGTON, ,Dec. 11.—The house

subcommittee on bankruptcy of the
judiciary committee, agreed today on
the substantial form of a bankruptcy
bill and willreport Itto the full com-
mittee probably Tuesday. There are
several proposed amendments and some
minor matteis which will be taken up
at a meeting Monday. The measure
substantially agreed on today is al-
most identical with what Is known as
the Henderson-Culbertson bill. The
principal matter yet to be decided and
a proposition of Mr. Broderick's, that
instead of a limit of tffirty days in
which notes and other commercial pa-

The celebrated remedy, Salvation Oil, 1_

recommended by experienced veterinary sur-
geons as just the thing for the stable and
cattle yards.

pei- can be left unpaid, the period
.should be extended to sixty days.

CHURCH RIGHTS PROTECTED.

Vn linporta nt Rulliik by the Secre-
tary of the Interior.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11.—Secretary
Blies has approved an important de-
cision prepared by Assistant Attorney
General Vandeventer, relating to the
claim of the Orthodox Graeco-Roma
church to lands in Alaska at Sitka, St.
Michaels, Unalaska, Belkofsk and Ka-
diak. While Alaska was a Russian
province the Graeco-Roma church
elected edifices at different places in
the territory and from the Russian gov-
ernment acquired extensive and valu-
able lands. Article 2 of the treaty of
cession provided that the church prop-
iity should belong to the members of
the church resident in the territory,

who should choose to worship therein.
Recently Nicholas, bishop of the church
in Alaska and the Aleutian islands, has
complained that the organization has
been disturbed in the possession of its
property, some of the buildings being

removed by intruders who had invaded
the lands, and it was in response to
these representations that the decision
Is made.

The secretary holds that any land,

the right and title to which was ac-
quired from Russia by the church, is
not public land, and therefore not sub-
ject to entry, and that land owned by

the church at the time of cession con-
tinues to be owned by it. Further, the
secretary holds "that in addition to its
private land acquired from Russia, the
church under the laws relating to Alas-
ka will be protected in its use and oc-
cupancy of public lands as missionary
stations, each station being limited to
640 acres."

The conclusion is reached that the
department has no authority by which
it can remove the trespassers from the
private land owned by th*> church, nor
to restore the physical possession there-
of to the rightful owners, that being a
matter exclusively within the jurisdic-
tion of the courts. Legislation is rec-
ommended providing for the establish-
ment of a commission whose duty it
.'.ll be to survey, and it shall deter-
mine the boundary of the church and
private land claims in Alaska. It will
also confirm the private titles obtained
fi< m Russia.

SEAL EXTERMINATION.

Johnson of North Dakota at Work
Upon a Bill.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11.—Represen-
tatives Johnson, of North Dakota, is
preparing a bill providing for the com-
plete extermination of the seal herd
of the Bering sea. Itis on the line of
the billproposed last year by Mr. Ding-

ley, but is much more brief, and mak-s
the extermination unconditional,
wherea. Mr. Din.*jley's measure provid-
_d for the extermination as all alter-
native, if pelagic sealing was not
stopped. Mr. Johnson says the recent
Bering sea negotiations have further
demonstrated the impossibility of stop-
ping seal poaching. The seals are
yielding the government nothing, he
says, as the exclusive privilege of tak-
ing seals, granted by the government,
has yielded only a few thousand dol-
lars since 1890. In the meantime Mr.
Johnson points out the government has
spent hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in commissions and in maintain-
ing a patrol of ships in Bering sea.
He says ithas been amply demonstrat-
ed that the seals are a worthless as-

set, and that their extermination will
be in the interest of peace among- na-
tions, and of economy for the ('nii'-d

States.

Llai of I'ate-nt-* Issaed.
WASHINGTON', !)("•. 11.— List of patents

issued this week to Northwestern Inventors,
reported by Merwin, Lotbrop A. Johnson,
patent attorneys, 910, 911 and 912 Pionei r
Pi-ess building, St. Paul, Minn., ;md Wash-
ington, D. C: Han:- Allen, Red WiiiK. spring
cushion tire for vehicles; diaries G-. Brunell,
Custer, S. 1... fuse cutter, splitter and crimp-
er; James M. Puller, Siou* Falls, S. D., ten-
der for traction engine; Nicholas M. Habber-

.l. St Paul, shoe for doubletrees; \u25a0

I_. Nylander, [.ulutli. shoe horn; John J.
Roach, Hutt.'. Mont., lantern; Cargill & Pall,
Houston (trade-mark i, wheat fiour: Cream of
Wheat company, Minneapolis (trade-mark),
breakfast food.

Committee \ulliorit..
WASHINGTON', Dec. 11. --Whether the ways

and means committee or the banking and
currency committee will control currency
legislation in the house of representatives
continue- to excite much ficling among rep-
resentatives. I.itrle doubt is felt that

-
tary Gage will so divide his bi!!_ covering
VSjious currency questions that Mr. Dingley's
committee will get control of them. Mem-
bers of the banking committee say the mat-
ter will be carried to the floor or the house
if necessary, and that an issue of the com-
mittee authority will be raised which will
defeat auy currency bills proposed by tie-
ways and m_an3 committee.

WRIT OF ERROR.

Federal Court Intervenes lv lhe
Jonei li-laixl Cases.

_,ni_\VAT'i..-E, Wis., Dec. 11.—Clerk
of the Courts Hill today received no-
tice that a writ of error had been is-
sued by A.sociat" justice Brown, of
the United Estates supreme court, in
the Jones Island case of Nettie L. Cox
against Charles Myer and others. The
writ was issued to the superior court
of Milwaukee and states that an error
has happened to the damage of de-
fendants and orders the superior court
of Milwaukee to send the records and
proceedings of the trial in this i

The writ, although it is directed
against only one of the Jones Island
cases, will, when a decision is reached
in regard to the error, effect ail the
proceedings in nearly two hui
similar ejectment suits in which tlie
inhabitants of the island are made the
defendants. The writ was Issued fen
the ground that the ruling of the su-
perior court drew into question the
validity of an Indian treaty according
to which the defendants in the
claim that the Island belongs to the
I'nited States and is not owned by the
Illinois Steel company and other par-
ties.

Not only the superior < ourt but also
Judge Seaman's court and the supreme
court of Wisconsin decided that the
part of the defendant's answer alleg-
ing that the property was owned by
the United States must be stricken out.

iThe announcement of the issue of the
writ created quite a stir in legal cir-
cles. __

Sew lowa Jutlyre.

DES MOINES, 10., Dec. 11.-Gov. Drake
this afternoon appointed Franklin Piatt, of
Waterloo, successor to Judge Tollerton, re-
signed, in the Tenth judicial district.
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FREE Bus willmeet all trains Mon-
FREE day, Tuesday and Wednesday.
FREE Country customers will make
the Glass Block store, Minneapolis,
their headquarters. Parcels checked
free to all depots.

G. A. R. ROW.

Trouble Over the l)«ii«-s for ih«- N.-i-
--tlonal Encampment.

CINCINNATI, 0., Dec. 11. Col.
Henry Wagner, formerly of the staff
of Gt.-n. Clarkson, commander-in-chief
of the G. A. It., and aide on the staff
of Gen. Collin, the present commander-
in-chief, -..ifl tonight: "The national
encampment of the <;. \. li. next year
at Cincinnati will be In the third week
in September or not at all." He said
the

•
'. A. R. officers of Ohio had declar-

ed for the third week in September aa
against the last week In Augusl and
flrst week In September as fixed i/y
the local commit tec He says nearly
every post In Ohio and posts fron
over the country h:iv>- pronounced em-
phatically for the third week In Sep-
tember. Gen. Gobin will be here
Wednesday to settle the matter-.
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