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TRACING A CRIME

MRS, ARDILLA YARNELL ACOCUSED
03 THE MURDER OF ARTHUR

MIDDLETON

TAKEN INTO CUSTODY AT2 A. M

POLICE FOLLOWING A CLUE FUR-
NISHED BY A WOMAN WHO
1S SICK

IEARD SENSATIONAL QUARREL

Murdered Man and
Who Is Belleved

Between the

Some Woman,
by the Police to Be the One in
~ Custody—The Prisoncr Wi1ill Not

Talk Abouti the Quarrel With

Murdered Man.

Mrs. Ardilla Yarnell, living at 844
£herman street, was arrested at 2
o'clock this morning, charged with the
murder of Arthur Middleton, the tea
broker, on West Seventh street, early
Tu:eaday morning.

The woman was escorted to the cen-
tral police station by Chief of Detec-
tives Schweitzer and County Attorney
Anderson, who took her up into the
women’s ward for a long oconsultation.

Afrs. Yarnell is forty-one years of age
end has lived in S8t. Paul ten years.
8he rents rooms at 344 Sherman street.

Her husband has been for flve years
an inmate of the soldiers’ home at
S8andusky, O.

The arrest was the result of yester-
day’s continued police work.

Investigation made yesterday in the
Arthur Middleton murder case dld not
gtrengthen the theory that the fatal
ghot was fired by burglars, Middleton
before his death informed one of the
house physiclans at the city hospita:
that two men, one & tall and the other
@& short man, entered his apartment
and one of them fired at him four shots.
From information gathered it was not
thought possible that this was the
true story. Certain disclosures made
to the ©police tended to prove
that there was a woman In the store
with Middleton a very short time be-
fore the shooting, and it i8 a question
whether the murdered man did not
make up the burglar story to ghield his
midnight female vieitor.

On the night of the murder, a few min-
ntes before or after midnight, one of the
pecupants of a house within a hundred
feet of the rear entrance of Middleton’s
store heard the voices of a man and
woman engaged in a dispute.

The person whose attention was at-
tracted by the talk was a woman, and
as she was sick and had orders from
her physiclan to take a dose of medl-
cine every hour she had slept very lit-
tle during the evening, being particu-
lar as to desing herself with the medl-
cine on the even hours.

It was shortly before midnight that
phe first heard the volces, and after
taking a dose of mediclne she walked
to one of the windows of her room. As
she neared the window the voices of
the parties, one of whom she recog-
nized as Middleton, became louder, the
woman who was with him being much
excited and talking very loud. Thne
conversation bhetween Middleton and
the female who was with him lasted
for about half an hour or more and
most of the time the woman carried
on the conversation.

From what the invalid heard of the
talk the woman was endeavoring to
have Middleton pay her a sum of
moeney which she had loaned him. Mid-

leton kept cautioning the female not
to talk to loud as people would hear
her, but the woman was 80 exXcited that
the caution was not heeded.

QUESTION OF MONEY.

From the talk of the woman it ap-
peared that Middleton had been prom-
{sing that certain money would be re-
celved by him within a day or so and
that when it arrived it would be turn-
ed over to her. The woman in;isted
that Middleton had recelved the money
and that she should be pald at once.
Middleton sald he would get the
amount inside of two days, but this
did not seem to appease the woman,
and she sald she would not give him
two minutes. She threatened that if
Middleten did not pay the money at
once she would kill him, and her talk
became so0 violent and abusive that
Middleton finally told her with an oath
that she could talk all she wanted too,
but he Aid not have the money and
that was all there was about It.

The woman insisted that she knew
Middleton had received the money and
that he was lylng when he said he had
not. The talk between Middleton and
his companion became so violent and
g0 many threats were made that the
sick womean decided that she would
leave her room and go out and notify
the police. As she arose from her
knees by the window where she had
leaned to overhear the conversation,
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she found her strength had left her
and she could not walk,

Looklng out of the window agaln
she saw Mliddleton and his companion
walk down the vacant lot in the rear
of the store and turn In toward the
rear entrance. Finding that she could
not walk, the woman who had over-
heard the conversation gave up the
idea of notifying the police and went
to bed. Within a very short time af-
ter Middleton and the woman walked
toward the rear entrance of the store
the sick woman heard & woman
scream. In telling her story yvesterday
the sick woman sald as soon as she
heard the shriek she knew something
awful had happened. 8She heard no
shots and did not Intend to say any-
thing about the conversation she over-
heard, but the news of Middleton’s
death worried her so that she decided
to make public what she knew of the
affalr,

FOLLOWING THE CLUE.

The detectives last evening visited
the woman, and, after hearing her
statement, started to work to ascertain
the identity of the woman who was
with Middleton, and if possible locate
her,

The result of their labors was the ar-
rest of Mrs. Yarnell,

Mrs. Schroer who lives over Rollin’s
drug store at West Seventh and Sher-
man streets, stated Tuesday that she
distinctly heard & woman scream, and
a few minutes afterward heard some
one kpock on the door of Dr. Wells’
apartment and say that a man had
been shot. This corroborates the state-
ment of the sick woman who overheard
the conversation between Middleton
and his female companifon. Mrs.
Schroer also said that Monday evening,
shortly before 11 o’clock, as she passed
the front entrance of Middleton's store,
she noticed a woman gtanding in the
doorway. The woman was accompa-
nied by two little girls, the eldest about
six years and the other about three
years old. Ten minutes later, when
Mrs. Bchroer passed the store again,the
woman was still there. It 1s possible
that this is the woman whom the sick
woeman saw and overheard talking with
Middleton an hour later, and the police
are now working with a view to ascer-
talning the identity of the woman.

AT THE INQUEST.

The inquest over the body of Mid-
dleton was held yesterday afternoon at
the county morgue, Coroner Nelson
heving charge of the inquiry.

Patrolmen Fillingim and McCo: "k,
Dr. J. W. Wells, E. H. Bragg, Mrs. .
Shanley, Kate Schroer, Neil O'Leary,
Fred Anderson, Mrs. Ardelll Yarnell,
Mark Yarnell, Harry Langer, G. H.
Lamb and Dr. E. P. Quaine were call-
ed and examined. No new evidence
was adduced, and, while several of the
witnesses testifled to hearing but one
shot, the majority of them were posi-
tive that three shots were fired.

G. H. Lamb, who occupies the room
{mmediately over the rear of the store,
testified that he heard three shots in
quick succession, and then a commo-
tion as if some one was running about
in the store. He had heard volces, as
if the party were engaged in a dispute,
shortly before the ghots were fired, but
was not certain as to whether the per-
sons were in the store or not.

Mr. Lamb, seen after the Inquest,
su¢id he was positive the window in the
rear of the store was up from the bot-
tom &t least three feet, and he knew
Middleton was not {n the habit of leave
ing the windows open. Mr. Lamb said
he was confident that the shooting had
been done by burglars, as Middleton
had recently made a number of good
sales and evidently had money.

DIDN'T CARE TO TALK.,

Dr. E. P. Qualine, who attended Mid-
dleton after he reached the hospital,
testifled that the wounded man did not
seem {nclined to talk about the shoot-
ing. When he was asked any ques-
tions as to how the shooting occurred
he complained that it hurt him to talk.
He conversed freely, however, on other
subjects and spoke about his parents
aud family connection, who, he sala,
lived in Milwaukee. Being told by the
witness that he was going to die, Miad-
dleton relterated his statement to
Patrolman Kroeger that two men, a
tall and short one, had entered his
sleeping room and one of them had
fired four shots at him.

Mrs. Stanley, living on the third floor
of the building directly over the store,
heard but one sghot, and going to the
window saw Middleton in front on the
sidewalk.

Mrs. Yarnell repeated the story told
by her to the police Tuezday. She had
accompanied her sister, Mrs. Gallagher,
to the union depot and Middleton had
gone with them. Mrs. Gallagher was
going to her home at Carlton, Minn.,
and as it was raining when they reach-
ed Beventh setreet, Middleton had gone
into his store and brought out two um-
brellas. After escorting Mrs. Gallagher
to the depot she and Middleton rode
to Beven Corners and walked the rest
of the way to her residence, at 844
Sherman street. Middleton had taken
the two umbrellas with him when he
left her house a few minutes before
midnight., She {dentifled the umbrellas
found in the store by the police the
night of the shooting as the ones Mid-
dleton and herzelf had used. Middleton
she sald, had considerable silver in his
pockets and when he pald the fare on
the street car she noticed four or five
silver dollars which he drew from his
pocket. She dld not see any bills ex-
hibited by Mliddleton and said she was
net in his store on Monday. She testi-
fied that Middleton had an open-faced
silver watch. In renly to a question
by Detective Campbell the witness sala
£ha had cccasionally visited Middleton's
store, but only when she desired to
make purchases. 8She had been to the
store one Baturday evening, and as
Middleton was about to close up she
walted untll he turned out the lights
and then he accompanied her home,
This was the only time she could recol-
lect of vistting the store in the even-
Ing. Bhe had known Middleton since
June last. Bhe testified that she did
not hear of the shooting until 8 o'clock
Tuesday morning,

Mark Yarnell, her son, testifled that
he first learned of the shooting at 7
o'clock Tuesday morning. He 4id not
know when his mother left the house
Monday evening or when she returned.
He knew that Middleton carried an
open-faced silver watch.

The jury, which consisted of S. Low-
enstein, Phil.p Fabel, George W. Lamb,
Andrew Meehan, J. H. Tenvoorde and
Frank Werner, returned the following
verdict:

“We, the jury, ind that Arthur Mia-

Continued on Seventh Page,

GEN. MILES BOLD

SAYS PRINTED INTERVIEWS WITH
HiM WERE, IN THE MAIN,
CORRECT

REVIEWS CAMPAIGN IN CUBA

ORIGINAL PLANS CHANGED BY THE
BOTTLING UP OF CER-
VERA

SHAFTER WANTED TO RETREAT

Detailed Story of How Santiago Was
Captured — How the General of
the Army Opposed Sending Troops
to Havana to Face Disease and a
Horde of Trained Spanish Soldiers

——Requests Were Ignored.

NEW YORK, Bept. 7.—The following
statement emanating from Gen. Miles
was given to the reporters on board
the Obdam. It {s in the form of a let-
ter in which Gen. Miles is mentioned in
the third person:

‘“While at Porto Rico and during the
voyage returning on the Obdam, on
which steamer were Gen. Miles and
staff, two battalions of the Second regy-
ment of Wisconsin volunteers, I learn-
ed the following facts concerning the
Cuban and Porto Rican expeditions. In

it
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2:18 Class Pacing. Purse, §1,000.

Gennette Wilkes, Bailey & Gurley, Waupaca.
Nester, J. 8. Peterson, Minneapolis.
Bashaw Clark. G. E. Clark, Minneapolis.
J. D., P. C. Donovan, Neche, N. D.
Florette Wilkes, H. W. Fagley, St. Paul.
Ruth N., James Sullivan, Duluth.
Wilkeseata, A. A. Montbriand, St. Paul.
Anne Lee, J. L. Tarlton, Lexington, Ky.
Dick Turpin, E. T. Jenks, Appleton.
Shecan, W. J. Harris, 8pokane, Wash.
Strathmeath, Gretna Farms, Gretna, Ill.

2.23 Class Trotting. Purse, $5,000.

MINNEAPOLIS PURSE, CONTRIBUTED BY
MINNEAPOLIS BUS!NESS MEN.

Lady Scott, J. Schmidt, 8t. Paul.

J. B. D., H. M. Norton, Chicago.

All Right, Riverside Farm, Berlin, Wis.
Aggie Medium, 0. D. Jerome, Chicago.

Alice Dorman, M. E. McHenry, Freeport, Il
Sarah 8., John T. Wallace, Conger, lo.

Bill of Expense, Geo. Eggelton, Freeport, Ill.

gress and {n necessary preparations,
Gen. Mlles was opposed to rushing an
{ll-prepared, undisciplined and un-
equipped army in a movement agalnst
the capital of Cuba, defended by 100,-
000 trained Spanish troops, and in this
position he stood praectically alone for
several weeks. Havana, Matanzas,
Santiago and a few other points were
drawn on his military map as hotbeds
of disease, destructive to an army and
places to be avoided especially during
the sickly season.
WANTED TO GO TO CUBA.

“When finally called upon to submit

a plan of campalign, he did so and put

it in writing. In substance, he took
the stand, first, that every effort should
be made to equip the Cubans and
thereby enable them to harass the
Spanish forces. The cry of “On to Ha-
vana'’ should be encouraged, but when
the transports lcaded with troops were
out of sight of land, they should sail
as straight as steam power could bear
them to the gate of the Antilles and
the key of the whole position—Porto
Rico. Then, having seized and occu-
pied that island, a movement to Cuba
was to follow by means of a strong
cavalry force, which was to be or-
ganized and equipped by August or
September. He contemplated that 20,000
cavalry thrown to the center of Cuba,
cutting the Spanish forces in two and
moving west to Havana, by the time
the ralny seasom was over, and it
would be possible to maneuver an
army, he could move against that olty
a well organized, well equipped and
well disciplined army and complete the
capture of the BSpanish forces. The
enclosure of Cervera's fleet In the har-
bor of Bantiago changed the conditions
and made it necessary to move a mlli-
tary force to that point. CGen. Miles,
while at Tampa organizing the expedi-
tion, felt the importance of the enter-
prise so greatly that he requested per-
mission to accompany that expedition
or to Immediately organize another to

2
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2.18 Class Pacing, Purse §1,000.

2.23 Class Trotting, Minneapolis Purse, contributed by Minneapolis Business

Pacing Race by Five Guidelesg Wonders.

Chorus Singing by Double Ma'e (colored) Quartette,
Grand Equipage Display from Minneapolis.

2:45 Class Pacing, three-year olds or under, owned in Minnesota,
Monster Balloon Ascension with Bicycle Parachute Leap.
Running Race. One Mile Dash, Purse §200.

Little John.
Queen Regent.
Grover C.
Hazel.

BEGINS AT 1:00 P. M.

Bod Collins, W. J. Furgenson, Sedalia, Mo,
Ridolf, W. J. Furgenson. Sedalia, Mo.

Lila Sprague, Emil T. Gumz, Milwaukee.
Dolly Marchute, James 0. Wallace, Denver.
Queen Carroll, Evert Coohk, Alliance.
Cosette A., lda V. Loomis, 8t. Joseph.
Silver Wilkes, H. L. Norton, Durand, I,
Lucy Gilbert, Gretna Farms, Gretna, lll,

2:45 Class Pacing. Purss, $300.

Gale, L. 8. Hogeboom, Minneapolis.

Elias Gayne, E. H. Case, Waterville.

Ethel Healy, Harry A. Rutherford, Austin.
Princess Russell, A. McLaughlin, Glenwood,
8ylva Woodford, G. W. Sherwood, 8t. Paul,
Birchnet, Geo. K.

Running Race. Purse $200.

for what might occur. He arrived there
with the Yale, Columbia and Rita, load-
ed with infantry and three ships load-
ed with artillery, besides those already
disembarked. He designed to disem-
bark the troops and artillery named
on the west side of Bantlago, as was
undergtocd before leaving Washington,
and before he went ashore he made
the necessary arrangements according-
ly. He then proceeded to the front,
and after consulting with Gen. Shafter,
a note was sent to the Spanish com-
mander by Gen. Shafter, saying that
the commanding general of the United
States army had arrived in his camp
with strong reinforcements and would
meet him between the lines at any
hour agreeable to him. The reply of
the Spanish commander was that he
would meet him at 12 o’clock next
morning. The meeting was held, and
after some conversation between Gen.
Shafter and Gen. Toral, Gen. Miles
frankly informed the Spanish general
that he had left Washington six days
before, and that it was then the de-
termination of the government that
this portion of the Spanish army must
be captured or destroyed. He also in-
formed the Bpanish government that
reinforcements had arrived with him;
that some of these forces had already
disembarked and the remainder would
be disembarked on the west side of the
harbor, and that it was useless for him
to contend against the inevitable. The
transports could also be plainly seen by
the Spanish from Morro castle and
other points.

“Gen. Toral replied that so long as
he had rations and ammunition enough
he would fight to maintain the honor
of the Spanish army. In response to
that he was informed that he had al-
ready maintained thes honor of the
Spanish army, and that further efforts
would be useless, and would result in
the wanton sacrifice of human life. He
then sald that he was waiting to hear
from his government, and was inform-
ed by Gen. Miles that he had already
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Cassidy, Wabasha.

Guinera Lochiel,

Commander Dewey.

Melody.

Flossie D.
Druggist.
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the first place let me say that the
war has clozed after being comducted
largely as Gen. Miles stated publicly
at the beginning of the war that it
would be. The statement was publicly
made and a general order was lssued
by him as commander of the American
army, in which the plan he has striven
to pursue was foreshadowed, namely
seeking to accomplish results with ths
least possible loss of life. In an In-
terview in the latter part of May he
sald: :

““*The United States government is
too strong, too great and too powerful
to commit any foolish act in connec-
tion with the proposed invasion of
Cuba.’

“Referring to the proposed rush to the
fever-stricken district of Havana he
sald:

‘“ ‘No officer is fit to command troops
who, from any motive whatever, would
needlessly rigk the life of a single soi-
dler, either from disease or the bullets
of the enemy. I have never sacrificed
the lives of men under my command
and do not propose to subject them to
any unnecessary risks in the present
campalgn.’

‘“In order to use the army at an early
date he directed that:

‘“‘Every officer of whatever grade
will, so far as may be In his power,
guard and preserve the health and wel-
fare of those under his charge. He
must labor diligently and zealously to
perfect himself and his subordinates in
military Instruction and discipline, and
above all, he must constantly endeavor
by precept and example to maintaln
the highest character, to foster and
stimulate that true soldierly spirit and
patriotic devotion to duty which must
characterize an effective army.’'”

“Owing to the fact that the season
suited for campalgning had been ex-
hausted in dek-ies and delay in con-

Join {it. This permission was not
granted, so far as accompanying that
expedition was concerned, but author-
ity was granted to equip a second, ‘for
movement and operation against the
enemy in Cuba and Porto Rico.’
‘“However, before this expedition
was equipped calls were made for ad-
ditional forces to go tc Santiago, and
they were Immedlately forwarded. On
the 3d day of July Gen. Shafter tele-
graphed that his losses had been
greatly underestimated; that he met
with stronger resistance than he had
anticlpated, and that he was seriously
cornsidering the advisabllity of falling
back to a position flve miles to the
rear, and that he had been unable to
be up during the heat for four days.
Under such circumstances Gen. Mlles
telegraphed Gen. Shafter that he would
be with him within a week with strong
reinforcements, of course taking the
troops prepared for the second expedi-
tion, which had been ordered by the
president to operate against the en-
emy in Cuba as well as in Porto Rico.
These reinforcements were pushed
rapidly forward, and some of them ar-
rived in advance of the commanding
general and were put in position in the
trenches around Santiago. Under ver-
bal instructions of the president Gen.
Miles was directed to go wherever
he deemed his presence was required
and that he should give such direc-
tions as In his opinion were best for
the army and the government.
“These were the circumstances un-
der which Gen. Miles left Washington.
MILES AT SANTIAGO.

“Arrived at Santiago July 11, not as a
private individual, nor as a visitor. Any
pretense that he went there bearded
of 'his authority and of officlal
capacity Is to childigh to be considered
by sensible men. From the moment he
arrived at Santiago he was responsible

taken much time for that purpose, and
would be given until daylight of the
following morning, it being then 3
o'clock, to submit his final answer. He
begged for longer time and earnestly
requested until 12 o’clock next day.
This was finally granted by Gen. Miles,
the meeting dissolved and the officers
separated. On returning from this con-
ference, a dispatch was recelved from
Washington by Gen. Miles as follows:

** ‘Washington, July 18.—Maj. Gen. Miles
to officers and men,the offcers retaining thetr
elde arms, the officers and men after parols
to be permitted to return to Spain, the Unit-
ol States assisting. If not accepted, make an
ass=ault, unless In your judgment an assault
would fail. Consult with Sampson and pursue
such course as to the assault as you jointly
agree upon. Matter should be settled prompta
1y. —"R. A. Alger, Secretary of War.’ **

“This,” the statement says, ““does not
look as if Gen. Miles was there as a
visitor. He was charged with respon-
sibility of ordering an assault upon the
entrenchments and fortifications of an
army, which, if successful, would have
cost at least 5,000 or wlthixoldlng the
assault if, in his judgment, such an as-
sault would fail.

“No greater discretion was ever given
to any general commanding an army,
and, it will be observed, when he was
authorized to accept the surrender,
which in the Interest of his subordin-
ates, he generously declined to do,
however, leaving all the honor to his
next in rank, Gen. S8hafter.

“On the morning succeeding the firsy
interview, .a letter was recelved from
Gen. Toral, of which the following is
a literal translation:

“ ‘Santlago de Cuba, July 14, 1898.—General
in Chlef of the Americag Forces, Hon. Sir:
His excellency, the general In chlef of the
army of the island of Cuba telegraphs from

Continued on Fifth Page.
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St. Paul Day Saw the Largest Attendance
That Has Ever Been on the Grounds
on the Third Day of the

Event.

ALWAYS LOYAL TO THE BIG SHow

Part of the Pro-
gramme.

The Wind Cut Short a|Much Complaint About

the Handling of the
Races.

JUDGES AWARDING THE PREMIUMS

Minneapolis Expected to
Furnish the Crowd
Today.

Good Roads Convention
Hears Some Valua-
ble Papers.

Thirty thousand people visited the
state falr yesterday, which was deslg-
nated St. Paul’s day.

There were thousands on the ground
In the forenoon, and the afternoon re-
corded the biggest third day of any

year. The management of Minneso-
ta’s big agricultural and {industrial
show is well pleased with the sat-

isfactory counditions whicn have at-
tended the opening days of the falr,
and, unless the weather man gets ugly,
the Agricultural soclety will make the
Minnesota state falr of 1898 the most
successful {n the history of the state.

The morning dawned chilly, but be-
fore the noon hour the chill of the
September wind had been softened by
the autumn sun, and the fair manage-
ment was happy.

The wheels of the big show were in
running order in every department,
and excellent opportunity wias afforded
those who visited the falr yesterday to
see it at its best. St. Paul people, of
course, were most numerous on the
grounds.

The crowd in the morning repregent-
ed for the most part the city’s visitors,
while those whe went in the afternoon
were St. Paul people, who had closed
up their places of business, and glven
those in thelr employ a cnance to see
the blg display of the state’'s agricultu-
ral resources and commercial achieve-
ments.

Shortly after 1 o'clock the big crowds
from the city began to arrive, and for
three hours there was a great crowd
of people around the ticket offices and
gates waliting for admittance. Some
drove out In carriages, some on bicy-
cles and some on the street cars, and
those who didn’t go at all were only
restrained because of reasons over
which they had no control.

The day was ideal. An occaslonal
drifting cloud momentarily obscured
the sun from view, and the crowds
surged back and forth through the big
buildings and in front of the fakirs’
stande. The races in the afternoon
were the center of attraction. The
grand stand was crowded, the people
overrunning into the track and the
green beyond the timekeeper’s stand,
The crowd in the grand stand was
hardly missed on the grounds, as thou-
sands tramped through the live stack,
commercial and agricultural exhibits
all afternoon, presenting a kaleidoscop-
ic scene of moving humanity.

The judges made some progress In
all departments, although they were
restricted in their labors somewhat
in gome of the duildings.

The woman's bullding was liberally
filled all day with women, and es-
pecially during the afternoon, To some
the horse races had no charms, and
such spent the afternocon Inspecting
laces, fancy work, hand-painted china
and other bric-a-brac in Mrs. Dodds’
department

The “midway’’ attractions’ managers
held forth with unusual energy yes-
terday. Enthused by the large crowds,
they showed more than usual Vigor.
The Hagenback wild animal show was
crowded all day. The man who stands
in front and with a loud voice ex-
horted the crowd to enter, announced
a complete change of bill and sang
snatches of songs for the crowd. One
was:

Oh, come to the animal fair,

The birds and the beasts are there;

The old baboon by the light of the moon

Will comb his auburn hair.

The stock sheds were well fllled all
day. Those exhibits which especlally
delight the farmer found much favor
with the ecity people. The exhibit of
blooded horges and fancy breeding
hogs is worthy of special mention, as
some of the crack strings of horses
and® porkers were shown, bred in other
states, as well as a llberal entry of
Minnesota prize-winning stock.

The good roads convention, which con-
vened in the morning in the farmers in-
stitute building and continued untll late
in the afternoon, was well attended
and will doubtless mark an awakening
of interest In the good roads move-
ment among the farmerg of the state.

The machinery exhibit, the poultry
exhibit, horticultural and agricultural
exhibit were in great favor with the
crogd during the entire day.

The management announces thg at-
tendance yesterday to be about 6,000
greater than for the third day of the
fair in 1897.

GOOD ROADS MOVEMENT.

An Interesting Meeting of the Asso-
cliation Held in Institute Hall.

The good roade movement in Minne-
gota, championed by the Minnesota
Good Roads associatlon, was glven
| new impetus yesterday, when the an-
nual meeting of the state soclety was
held In the farmers’' institute building
at the falr grounds,

Officers for the ensulng year were

elected and a plan of actlon was map-

ped out for the fall campalgn in the
interest of the proposed amendment to
article 9 of the constitution, which pro-
vides for a state road and bridge fund
to be distributed among the counties
of the state for the improvement of
highways, contingent, however, upon
an appropriation from the county re-
ceiving such ald.

Resolutions were passed commend-
Ing to the voters thelr favorable con-
sideration of the proposition, and this
will be supplemented by an extensive
distribution of good roads literature
which will be made through the farm-
Ing communities of the state. The
morning and afternoon eessions were
well attended, and there was a general
feeling that the crusade of the assoe
clation In the interest of good roads,
assisted by the League of American
Wheelmen, would secure for Minnesota
in the future a first place among the
Western states in the matter of good
roads.

Secretary James Wilson has evidenc-
ed great Interest in the good roads
movement in Minnesota, which has
from time to time been brought to his
attention by the state assoclation and
its publication, recently edited by A. B.
Choate, of Minneapolis.

The meeting yesterday was one of
special note, as Hon. E. H. Harrison,
representing the department of agri-
culture in the inquiry Into the cost of
primary transportation being conduct-
ed through the department of high-
ways, was present and offered some
comprehensive facts relating to the
primary cost of transportation to the
fa:rrner.

Mr. Harr!son said that the proposed
amendment to the constitution would
result in a renewed interest in good
roads, {nasmuch as the state aid pro-
vided for was dependent upon an ap-
propriation by the county of an amount
twice as large as the relief given. Thisg
would be a safeguard against any evils
which might result from a distribution
of the state’s money and insure be-
yond the possibility of a doubt the
proper performance of their duties by
county officials.

Mr. Harrison presented figures which
showed that the average primary haul
In the United States was twelve miles
and that it cost 25 cents per ton per
mile, which resulted in a total of $3
for each haul. The produce and lum-
ber hauled in all the states during 1895
would, figured on this basis, cost the
farmers and producers just $839, 000,000,
It had been practically demonstrated
that it did not cost to exceed § cents
per ton on macadamized roads, which
would reduce the cost of primary
transportation to $3183,000,000, effecting
a saving of $626,000,000 to the farmers
of the United States through good
roads,

No other business could afford to lose
this amount of money annually, yet
the farmers of the country paid over
$500,000,000 every year which could be
saved, if a system of good roads exist-
ed. These roads could not be construct-
ed In a day, yet it was within the
power of the farmers of the country
to effect such a system within a com-
paratively short space of time.

The city should be compelled to bear
its share of the expense of these roads,
as they were of vital importance to the
business werld. City property was not
taxed nearly as heavily for road fm-
provements as the country farmer, as
the city taxpayer only had a small
frontage, while the farmer had to bear
an unjust share of the taxation. The
country roads were public institutions
and the state should assist the county
in all cases In conmstructing and main-
taining them for the public_good. The
better the roads the less it cost the
farmer to market his crop. The wheel-
men were Interested in good roads, and
were doing a good work In the distribu-
tlon of good-roads literature through
the League of American Wheelmen,

Superintendent O, C. Greeg, of the
Farmers institute, made a short talk,
in which he said that the wheel had
its evils, but he favored the improve-
ment of the highways for the con-
venlence of the public, although he did
not approve of allowing boys, after
working on the farm all day =pending
half the night awheel. He had always
been an advocate of good roads as an
adjunct of improved farming and also
favored the consideration of the sup-
ject at future institutes.

Secretary J. G. Elwell read the
minutes of last year’s meeting and
Prof." Hays, of the executlve comunit-
tee, reviewed the work of the year.

The following officers were elected:

President—H. R. Wells, Preston.

Secretary—James Blwell, New Brighton.

Among those present were: Senator George
T. Barr, Mankato; George H. Hezzard, Tay-
lor’s Falls; George L, Wilson, St. Prul; Prof,
W. M. Hays, St. Anthony Park; A. B. Choate,
Minneapolls; W. R. Hoag, Minneapolis; P, V,
Collins, Minneapollis; Hon, 8. M. Owen, Min-
neapolls; O, C. Gregg, John Cooper, 8t. Cloud;
A. L. Crocker, Minneapolis; A. G. Wilecox,
Hugo, T. A. Hoverstad, Crookston; L. Bach-
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