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Hearing With His Pliaint.

After

the

several days’ earnest thought,
state railyoad and warehouse com-
vission has answered the letter of Dr.
Q. E. Andrews, of Moorhead, and that,
3w, voluminously. The answer is over
the signature of Judge Ira B. Mills,
but occasionally there can be detécted
] ine Italilan hand of Chief Grain
C A. . Clausen.
letter follows:
JUDGE MILLS REPLIES.
State of Minnesota, Office of the Rallroad
and Warchouse Commission, 612-616 Endi-
Building, St. Paul, Minn., Oct. 29, 1898.
Dr. Q. BE. Andrews, Moorhead, Minn.—Dear
I am in receipt of your letter of the

cott

(X877

ir:
th
It on ecither now or in the
controversy with

intentic
into any
ect of your letter.
X statemsents therein which I am quite
» you would not have made if you had

ully investigated the questions you dis-

character of your commitiee,
If nor any member of the cum-
i anyihing publicly or pri-
on that question. 1 know you all to
[ c¢haracter and standing; at the
I am not prepared to say that you

Ve Ssai

e time

onally know all the facts set forth in
repo On the contrary, I am of the
that you did nct know aill of such
and I base this upon the proposition
you confined your investigations to a

limited area and did not take the trouble
to the terminal points or ask of this
commission any information whatever. It
would be quite impossible therefore for the
ecommittee to personally know all the facts
stated in your report. s -
You complain about the commissioners’ re-
ut do not contradict any fact therein
So far as the facts stated are re-

fer: ; you, they are admitted, either
expressly or by implication, to be true.

1 ngi:L to correct a misapprehension under
which you appear to labor as to the scope of
our investigations and as a result of the hear-

ing held at th flice on the 28th of Septem-

ser. The comu on up to the time of the
pt of your leiter of the 20th of October
wwe never rece'ved one word of complaint

ither from you or from any members of your
imittee, or from any one who attended the
neeting at which your committee was ap-
;ointed on the subject of grain inspection.
LOOKED FOR VOLUNTEERS.

As the law delegates to this commi:sion the
pewer to make a legal investigation of all
atuses connected with the inspecticn of grain,
wé had a right to believe, from the extent
to which our hearing was advertised, that if

you or any one else had any complaints
which ought to be investigated, they wculd
be presented either in person at the me-t-
ing or by letter through the mails, As this
was not done, we did not advert to the com-
plaints before the committee furthor than to

sey that ‘‘the complaints which resu:ted in
the calling of such meeting, not being laid
before this commission, could not be eifeciu-
ally inquired into.” :

I wish to say further that up to this tim-=

you have not honored this commission wi.h
a copy of vour report, and the only infoerma-
tion I have of its contents has been obiained
from the daily newspapers.

Wheat is grown in all paris of this slate,
and our meeting of Sept. 28 was held for

of hearing complaints from wher-
might come. and St. Paul, by rea-
railroad facilities, is much more ac-
to the larger number of interested
any place in the Red river val-
aw authorizes the inspection of
> minal pcinis in carl:-ad lots,
on department has no au-
it in the country, in the
ries cr other sto.ehcuses.
letter you state that stat:s south

your

of us have no officials to inspect wheat; in

another place ‘‘every other state in the Union |
geis along without 1y such law.” In this
yO mistaken. There is state inspection
n » of Illlnois Chilcago; in the
i K s City, S:. Louis

in Kansas City;

ed in the West is subject to scme one

You made |

at Omaha.
named p'acezs are the terminal ;
the states sou‘h of us, and all
ted in them is subject to s‘a‘e
the several states indicated. |
> {nspcetion in the state of
1d in every termiral market
q t intry where any considerable
u of graln is marketed, stored or han-
died through elevators, there is either sta'e
v board of trade inspeciion, and all grain
I

these inspections,
AS TO THE EXPENSE.

If vou intend in your letter to say you

30 cents a car for inspecting, you are
aken The fee for inspection is 15 cents
I ar and 15 cents for weighing, while that
charged by the states furnishing similar serv-
ice is much larger, viz.: Nebraska, 35 cents

for inspecting and 25 cents for weighing;
. gton, 50 cents for inspecting; Mis-

iri, cents for inspectirg and 20 cents for
weighing; Illinois, 25 cents for inspection;

: 25 cents for inspection and 25 cents
weighing. The weighing In Chicago is
* under the supervision of the board of
1 make this comparison for your In-
ticn and for the purpose of removing
¥ impresion of extravagance in the depart-

ment that the statement in your letter of the
expense of the service might create.

Nearly half of the receipts of the depart-
ment is from inspecting and weighing out of
terminal elevators, and is paid by the owners
of the grain at the time of such ‘“out inspec-
ticn.”

You charge in your report (I quote from the
printed port in the Minneapolis Times):
““The truth is that wheat graded No. 2 north-
ern and Dbelow at Duluth is No. 1 hard in
Buffalo.” Here again you have been misin-

rmed. I have before me a telegram dated

. 25, 1898, from C. W. Ball, chief inspector
e Buffalo board of trade, who super-
the inspection of all the wheat which
ves in Buffalo from Duluth, in which he
: ‘“Would state the report that No. 2
1 hern wheat at Duluth is graded No. 1
hard in Buffalo is absolutely untrue.”

COCKLE IS BLAMED.

The commission is advised by the chief in-
spector that there has never besn a time
since the creation of the inspecifon depart-
ment that cockle has not affected the grade
of wheat; there may, however, have been
years when the whole crop marketed at our
torminals was so free from cockle that it
would carry the wheat received contalning
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as much cockle as the wheat referred to In
your report, and still not lower the qgldo of
the whole mass of wheat arriving. 6 in-
spectors following their instructions to be as
liberal as possible under the rules, to give
the shipper the benefit of the doubt, carried
it in the higher grades and the-cockle be-
came lost among the large amount of clean
wheat, the shipper gaining a grade by the
mixing of his cockley wheat with that free
from this impurity, but the 'ienen.l preva-
lence of cockle this season roughout the
Northwest has compelled the department to
take cognizance of it in fixing .grades.
Cggkle cannot be removed from the wheat by
any terminal elevator machinery. I have seen
samples of this year's crop -taken from the
cars received in Minneapolls that had seven
pounds of cockle to the bushel.
KEEPING IT OUT OF POLITICS.

No one is more anxious than this commis-
sion to keep the grain inspection out of poli-
tics. The law creating the ccmmission was
framed with that idea In view. It provides
that not more than two of the commissioners
shall belong to the same political party, and,
although there Is no express statute requiring
civil service in the grain department, it has
nevertheless prevailed under the practice of
this commission.

In the inspection department the men com-
mence as hel'grs and work their way up to
inspectors. e welghers after being once
appointed, if competent, retain thelr positions
as long as they faithfully perform thelr du-
tles. The employes come from all parts of
the state:; they belong to all political parties,
and, although there is always a strong pres-
sure brought to bear for these positions, re-
movals are not made for political purposes
or on political grounds.

You are mistaken when you say: ‘“When the
farmer complains of the grade his consignee
writes him that he ordered the wheat re-
inspected and the inspection was sustained—
that ends it.”” The farmer, if he ships direct,
consigns his wheat to some commission
hcuse. This house has an expert wheat man,
whose duty it is to lecok after the cars of
wheat consigned to his firm on their arrival.
The car arrives in the rallroad inspection
vard may be with 600 or 700 others. The in-
spector, without knowing whose wheat 1t is
or where it comes from, climbs into the car,
has it probed in different parts. He has wi‘h
him a sieve and a cloth on which to sift ths
dirt, and if he is of the opinion that the
dockage is in excess of one and one-half
pounds he sifts the dirt from a fair sample
and by this actual test determines the dock-
age. After determining the dockage the in-
spector carefully examines the wheat, deter-
mines the grade and marks it on the car.
The man representing the commission house
follows the inspector, takes samples, exam-
ines the wheat, and if he thinks the grade
tco low calls for a reinspection. This is
made by the chief deputy or one of the oldest
and best inspectors on the force. If the grade
is not raised and the commission house still
is not satisfied with the grade the law pro-
vides for an appeal to the railroad and ware-
house commission, and in determining the
grade we have the benefit of the opinion of
the chief inspector, together with that of sev-
eral other expericnced inspectors, and we give
every apneal a thorough and careful investi-
gation.

Section 44 of the warehouse and grain law
provides that ‘““Nothing in this act shall be so
consirued as to prevent any person from sell-
ing grain by sample, regardless of grades.”

Therefore, the value of 1 hard or 1 north-
ern is not affected either way by erroneous
inspection, as locng as the grAin remains in
the owner’s control, or, in other words, un‘il
its identity is lost. Inspection is final and
binding only on such wheat as is delivered
for store into public elevators, or when grade
contracts are entered into. There is an ex-
tengive sample market at Minne:polis mads
up of a large number of millers and privats
warehousemen. At Duluth are found the
same conditions to perhaps a more limited
extent. At either point shippers can sell by
sample, regardless of grades.

ABOUT THE DOCKAGE.

If the dockage is not satisfactory, the ship-
per or his ccnsignee, under rule 27 of tho
inspection department, can order ths graln
into a public warehouse and cause the actual
waste to be ascertained. The warchous.man
is ob.iged to receive and clean it, and in
no case run the cleaning machinery in a
different manner than whiie in ordinary u:e,
either by spced, feed or drarft; and if the
party owning the grain desires the actual
dirt taken out of the grain it must be saved
and weighed on a platfcrm ecale t0o be kept
for that purpose. The owner cr his agent has
the right to be present, with free access to

the grain while it is being clean_d, and tte !

grain is to be weighed before and after the
cleaning by u state weighman,and the charges
cannot exceed one-half cent per bushel.
Referring to the affidavits accompanying
your report, cnly two of them, those of Mr.
Kassenberg and Mr. Tangen, conta2in suffi-
cient data, namely, the date of shipment and

! the numbers of the cars, to enable th2 com-

misefon to make any investigation,~dn Mr.
Kassenberg’'s case, we endeavored to get tha
samples which were taken by Van Dusen-
Harrington company from the cars, but were
informed they had be:n empt'ed,

Mr. Xassenberg shipped three cars, and
they arrived and were inspected in Duluth on
three different days, and the inspector’s no-
tations on the inepectlon ceriificatcs show
that they contzined three different kinds of
wheat., Car 9470, inspcet-d Sept. 6, the nota-
tions show, was graded No. 2 on account of
barley and cockle, with ttiee p-unds dockags;
no reinspection was called on tois car. Car
6788, Inspecied Sept. 11, the insrector’s nota-
tions show, was first graded No. 2 on ac-
count of cockle 2rnd stained wheat, but on
reinspection the 1559943:03-, firding tha: it was
a doubtful car of "line wheat gave it the
benefit of the doubt and rais-d the grad> to
No. 1 with 31, pounds dockage. Car 7578, in-
spected Sept. 12, the notations show, was
graded No. 2 on account of ble:ched wheat
and cockle, with 1% pounds dockage. ' Re-
inspection was called on this car and the
grade sustained; it contained more bleached
wheat and cockle than could be carried in
No. 1. The dockage in the case of these
cars was determined by sifting, and they
were docked for the actual amount of foreign
matter found in them.

THEY WERE KICKERS,

Mr. Kassenberg was represeated by Van
Dusen-Harrington company, a house of as
good standing as any at the head of the lake,
and who always press the department fer
the very best grade to which their custo-
mer’s wheat is entitied. It is to their inter-
est, as well as to the interest of she shipper,
that they do this; in fact, they must d> it
if they expect to retain their business. They

saw Mr. Kassenberg’s wheat on its arrival
and had samples taken of it; they knew
the inspector’s notatlons ‘‘bleached and

cockle’ cn car 7578 and “‘barley and cockle”
on ear No. 9470 stated the truth in regard
to the conditions of the wheat found in thesa
cars on their arrival. It was their duty to
see that the dockage was correct, and they
no doubt determined this by actual sifting.

In a letter of Van Dusen-Harrington com-
pany, dated Oct. 24, to Mr. Kassenberg, writ-
ten In answer to a letter of his of Oct. 6,
they say, referring to this same wheat:
“There can be no doubt that the wheat that
was shipped in wzs not the same quality or
of the same lot of wheat as the sample we
received, as this sample was ceriainly as
fine a quality of 1 hard wheat as we have
seen this seeson. The wheat, on arrival,
that was shipped in the cars, was graded 2
northern in the case of cars 9470 and 7573
on account of bleached wheat and cockls.
You understand, the rules do not allow the
carrying into the higher grades whest con-
taining much cockle. We called reinspeaction
on car 6788, which was originally inspected 2
northern, and succeeded in getting the car
raised to 1 northern. The other cars they
would not raise on account of the defects in
the grain. Had there besn any show what-
ever of geiting the cars raised to 1 hard by
an appeal to the railroad and warehouse
commissiorers in St. Paul, we would have
certain'y done this, as the writer has ben
with this concern for the past fifte-n years,
and has in all tha time handled striet'y the
cash wheat. and whenever there is a chance to
receive a better grade by an apreal to the
warshouse commissioners after everything has
been done with the chief deputy and his as-
sistants here, the grain is gent to the ware-
house commissioners for a flnal reinspection,
but in this ease, in the opinion of both the
writer and our private inspector, who is one
of the best judges of grain that can be prG-
cured, there was no better grade to be ga-
cured than that placed on the wheat by the
inspection department at Duluth,

Mr. Olausen informs the commission that
he remembers very distinctly the character of
the samples submitted by Van Dusen-Har-
rington company and McKinley & Nichols,
mentioned in the affidavits referred to in
your report, and that those samples were a
fine guality of wheat .and were neither
bleached or stained. nor did they contain
barley or cockle. Taking into consideration
all these facts, I fail to see how any fair-
minded man can reach any other conclusion
than that the wheat that was found In the
cars at Duluth was not of the same charac-
ter or quality as the samples sent by Mr.
Goodsell to the commission men in Duluth.

Mr. Tangen’s wheat was handled through
Ames, Brooks & Co., who reported to hfm
that it was bleached and had cockle in it.
These are reliable business men, good judges
of wheat and they knew the amount of cockle
found in this wheat and whether or not it
was sufficient to lower the grade, and would
not have submitted to the 108% of a grade on
a. consignment that they w convinced was
worthy of & higher grade without an appeal.

AS TO THAT DROP.

The statement is made that there was a
sudden drop in grades from No. 1 northern
to No. 2 northern and below, followed by a
sudden raise again about two weeks later.
It is alleged that this is shown by the daily
market reports the commission » men,
an;l gm‘t country elevator men know this as
a fact.

Attention is called to the table following,
which shows the percentages of high, medium
and low grades, accor to inspectien rec-
ords at Duluth-and Minneapolis for the eight
weeks ending Oct. 8 1898. The table is con-
fined to roads exclusive of the Omaha, which

‘eaptalus get 2,499 and
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takes its wheat from some parts of Southern
Minnesota, Northern Iowa, South Dakota and
Nebraska. In the last three named states the
bulk of the crop is soft wheat, and could not
possibly under the rules grade over No. 2
northern, and cannot fairly be used for the
purposes of comparison in this connection.

Minneapolis—All Railroads Except Omaha
Railway—

Total Cars Per Cent
Wheat Re- Con- 2 North- Below
Week. ceived. tract. ern. 2 North,
Aug. 20, 1898... 958 24.03 37.35 38.62
Aug. 27, 1898...1,223 30.91 34.10 24.99
Sept. 3, 1898....1,334 29.75 35.08 35.16
Sept. 10, 1898...1,747 32.28 37.04 30.68
Sept. 17, 1898...1,852 41.69  30.72 21.59
Sept. 24, i898...2,192  40.83 34.03 25.14
Qct. 1. 1888..... 2,620 43.32 33.55 23.13
Oct. 8, 1898.....2,547 45.85 38.47 15.66
Duluth—
Total Cars Per Cent:
Wheat Re- Con- 2 North- Below
Week. celved. tract. ern. 2 North.
Aug. 20, 1898.... 169 43.79  39.05 17.16
Aug. 27, 1898....1,19%4 63.40 29.31 7.29
Sept. 3, 1898 ...2,642 47.01 43.35 9.64
Sept. 10, 1898...4,271 45.19 46.64 8.17
Sept. 17, 1898...4,691 654.59  36.60 8.81
Sept. 24, '1898 ,.3,782 55.16 35.16 9.68
Oct. 1, 1898 ....4,450 49.91 40.27 9.82
Oct. 8, 1898 ....3,95¢ 57.81 34.37 7.82

“It will be observed that at Duluth for th
weck ending Aug. 27 the percentage of con-
tract wheat arriving was 63.40, as against
43.79 the week preceding, and 47.01 and 54.19
respectively for the two following weeks.
From this showing and without analysis the
inference might easily be drawn that there
had been a sudden shifting of grades. The
fact. however, is that considerable contract
werat is shipped at times from Minneapolis
to Duluth to fill sales made in the latter
market when differences in prices between the‘
two markets show a possible profit.

Of the 757 cars of contract wheat reccived
at Duluth for the week ending Aug. 27, over
200 cars of it were transferred from Minne-
apolis to Duluth and represented either con-
tract or cash sales of 1 northern whezt for
August delvery. During periods of light re-
celpts at Duluth, when not sufficient to meet
requirements of the mills at that point, it
i{s a common occurrence to bring wheat from
Minneapolis to supply pressing nceds. As
far as receipts from country points at Du-
luth are concerned, during the first four we:ks
mentioned in the table, after allowing for
the Minneapolis shipments of contract wheat,
the average receipts of contract wheat each
week were 45 per cent. This was pra.ctlca.l y
all shock-threshed wheat. At Minneapo:is,
during the same period, the averaze was
about 30 per cent. Since that time there has
been a marked improvement In grades, the
recelpts representing considerable stacked
wheat, and the percentage of high grade
wheat being increased from 9 to 12 per cent
in consequence, at both points. There is
no evidence to show any sudden stiffening of
grades, as alleged, and this Is expressly de-
nied by the department.

PLAIN AS CAN BE.

The improvement in the showing of the in-
spections is owing to the very natural rea-
son that there has been an impiovement in
the character and quality of the receipts.

With the workings of the so-calied m!llers’
syndicate, the operations of the country ele-
vator companies, or their insiructions to their
agents, the inspection department bhas noth-
ing to do. Without any knowledge of i's
previous history, the inspectors grade the
wheat when it arrives at the terminal points
under established rules which were ad pted
as required by the law of th's sat>, ani
they determine the dockage, when in doubt,
by an actual test; if they are inaccurate in
either grade or dockage, a remedy is provid-
ed by reinspection and appeal.

The work of inspecting grain is done at the
terminal points. The grain is there, the
men who do the work are there, and there
you can find the system in full cperation ev-
ery day, and these terminals are the only
points where any falr and satisfactory in-
vestigation can be made; it cannot be done
250 miles from where the work Is actually
done.

RESENTS THE CHARGE.

During all the time the state inspection
department has been in existence, there has
never been a specific charge of d shonesty or
corruption against any single employe of the
department. They have each taken the oath
required by the statute to faithfully and im-
partially discharge their duties.

Scarcely a day passes that there are nst
several shippers on track at Minneapolis and
Duluth examining personally the work as it
is done; from thcse we hear no complaint.
Every one of the inspectors bears an excel-
lent reputation; in fact, where they are per-
sonally known, their reputation for honegty
and integrity is equal to that of any mem-
ber of your committee in the community
where you live. Yet your commitiee, without
such investigation as {8 necessary to form a
fair and intelligent opiniocn, has made a re-
port, and published it to the worid, in which
you insinuate that every inspector on the
force is guilty of partiality and cerruption.
These men work for their living, and their
reputation is as dear to them as yours is to
you. These insinuations are unmanly and
cowardly and unworthy of gentlemen of
your standing. Yours very respeztfully,

—Ira B, Mils,
Chairman of the Rallroad and Warchouse

Commission. A

GROWING OF GOLD.

The Mystery Explained by a Chem-
ist’s Experiments.
From the London Malil.

‘It is generally supposed that the nug-
gets which are found in the river gravs
els of Klondike and other auriferouy
regions have been brought down by
the rivers direct from the reefs ia
which the gold originally lay.

Many practical miners and scientific
men, however, have long been of opin-
ion that this cannot be the case, for na
masses of gold of so large a size ara
ever found in the reefs themselves
They believe, on the other hand, that
the nuggets have grown where they
are now found, just as a crystal of salt
will grow in strong brine; but with
so insoluble a substance as gold it was
difficult to understand how such growth
could take place. Experiments carried
out in Australia have shown that de,
caying vegetable matter will cause the
deposition of gold from solutions o{
gold salts, but these salts are noi
known to occur in reefs.

The mystery is now solved. A Slav-
onic chemist named Zzigmody has jusi
shown that gold itself can exist in a
soluble form. By acting on a slightly
alkaline solution of a gold salt with
formaldehyde and submitting thae
product to dialysis he has succeeded in
obtaining gold in a collodal condition,
in which state it is scluble in water
and may be precipitated by the addi
tion of common salt. It is probable
that some of the gold In quartz reefs
exists in this condition. It is washed
out by the rain, carried away in solu.
tion by the rivers, and deposited in tha
river gravels wherever there is any-_
thing contalning salt to cause its pre.
cipitation. In the course of ages a
large nugget may in this way be form-
ed.

S00 Line Dakota Express, St, Paul
Connections.

Train No. 7 leaving St. Paul at 8:45 a. m.
will take a ooach to Minneapolis for Dakota
Express leaving there at 9:45 a. m., and
Train 84 will take & coach to St. Paul from

Dakota Express arriving at Minneapolis at
8:40 a. m,

Jap’s Navy Salaries.

A Japanese admiral receives, by a recent
ordinance, 6,000 silver doilars a year; a vice

=

IT IS MULCTING FARMERS o0UT
OF THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS
ANNUALLY 7

WORKS A GREAT INJUSTICE

Dealers Buy Up State Prl-ox;‘n}nd-
ing Twine and Sell It at Exor-
bitant Prices in Violation  of

ey

Contract — Facts and Figures
From Cottonwood County——Some
Correspondence on the Subjegt.

The crowning infamy of the robber-
tes which have bean perpetrated on the
producers of Minnesota is the adminis-
tration of the binding twire plant. at
the penitentiary. It crowns the fol-
lowing: ;

Bestowal of public domain on the railways.

Plunder of “the remainder of their timber
and minerals.

Bpoliation of the school fund of the state.

Extravagant administration of public insti-
tutions.

Rottenness of the public examiner’s depart-
ment.

Fecape of corporations from equitable tax-
ation.

Prostitution of labor department to parti-
sanshdp.
iMaI&dmﬁnistration of the railway commis-
sicn

Other robberies of farmers by false grain
inspection.

Robbery of farmers by the terminal- ele-
vatovs.

The state binding twine concern was
intended exclusively for the benefit of
the farmers, and was as strictly an in-
stitution for their benefit as the grain
and warehouse department itself. Had
its founders supposed that it would be
administered so that certain favored
dealers would get the twine and then
sell it out to the farmers at their own
price, how much money does-any one
suppose would ever have been devoted
to the plant, on which probably a quar-
ter of a million dollars has now been
expended ?

Such politicians as J. F. Jacobson,
of Lac qui Parle, have endeavored to
show that the fusion legislature of 1890
was not entitled to the credit of the
binding twine plant. Well, the Repub-
licans have at least managed it. But
the fact is that the legislature referrea
to made the first considerable,appro-
priation for it, which appropriation of
the sum of $150,000 is promptly charged
up to that legislature is one of its *fex-
travagances.” In fact that and a ‘Re-
publican deficiency of $169,000 constitut-
ped one-half of the increased appropria-
tion of that session, and the remainder
was divided for the most part between
the agricultural department of the uni-
versity and the new asylum at Fergus
Falls. In fact, as to credit, for the
twine plant, the first move for it jas
made in the legislature of 1888, as a
result of nothing else but the work and
agitation of the Farmers’ Alliance. It
was demanded by =all parties as - the
only protection of the farmers:from: the
cordage trust. Now the farmers want
to elect Lind to secure protection from
the political pull trust, which: puts the
twine they should have at cost into
the hands of the favored dealers to sell
at their own prices. :

By 1894 the twine plant may be said
to have been in successful operation.
The managers’ report of that year de-
tailing the operations for the two vears
preceding contained the statement that
the twine put on the market at re.
duced prices had been the means of
saving a large sum of money to the
farmers. The plant had been made
Just about self-sustaining, the twine
being sold as nearly at cost as péssible.
The cash sales were about $50,000 a
year. Sales for which the cash was yet
to be obtained were more than as much
more. The factory to that point had
reduced the price of twine in the state
33 1-3 per cent. :

In the two years following the pris-
on labor employed in the factory was
charged into the cost, which had not
been done before, and at 50 cents per
day for each convict employed, . from
Aug. 1, 1834, to the same date’ 18986—
date of last report—the factory was
charged with $29,000 for such Iabor,
and the net profit for the period was
$11,000. The financial statement of the
factory Aug. 1, 1896, showed the fol-
lowing assets:

Unexpended balance in state treas-

L SIS R e M L S
Cash, institution treasury .......... 964 31
Inventory stock and twine on hand.. 20,451 03
Notes and accounts uncollected of

all previous years 5,336 81
Notes and accounts for sales of 1836 160,937 50

o R SRR el A SO s T M $221.460 05

This was by selling the twine at
cost, the intention from the beginning
and provided for by law.

“When John Lind said, “We have a
Msanila interest here at home that
cught to be attended to,” he uttered the
truth,” says a Cottonwood county pa-
per. “In 1891 the state appropriated
funds to put the twine plant at Stili-
water on its feet, enabling it to pur-
chase the requisite machinery, . raw, ma-
terial, etc. No state funds were -ever
expended for much better purposes.
The plant manufactured an excellent
gquality of binding twine and furnished
it at half the price of the cordage
trusts. This year it could have saved
the farmers of the gtate a vast sum of
money had it not at the commence-
ment of the season sold out almost its
entire output to the twine dealers of
the state, so that when farmers sent
In orders they could notwbe filied” and
the producer had to go to his loca}
dealer, ‘

“In thus selling out its entire output
the state prison displayed much care-
lessness and made possible the working
of a great injustice on the farmers of
the state,which we are enabled to prove
by the statements of Henry Wolfer,
warden of the state prison. When the
dealers purchased the twine—much of
it in carload lots—they signed a con-
tract with the warden, a copy of which
is herewith given:

‘“ ‘I hereby consent in conslderation of the
shipment to me of binding twine, as per my

for the same dated ............ , 1898, to
sell sald twine only to consumers and at a
profit not to exceed 11% cents per pound upon
the prices quoted in the said order; sa'd order
shall hereafter be deemed to be modified in
accordance with the terms of this agreement,
and the acceptance of the sald warden shall
be déemed to constitute a contract under and

B{ virtue of which the said twine is pur-
ased by me from the said warden.’

“Like many other farmers, a gen-
tleman of this county (whose name we
withhold at his request) bought prison
binding twine. He was asked and
agreed to pay the local dealer therefor
16 cents per pound. A few weeks ago
he learned of the binding twine con-
tract and wrote the warden . regarding
the high price pald for twine, and re-
ceived the following reply: - i

‘“ ‘I have your favor of the 8th, insf., and
note what you say about the prison twine
havidg been sold at 100 per cent profit to
:h:reg;:wtﬂ. ﬁll 2;} the dealers -lhﬁdman

nt, under the terms of w ey
obligated themselves to seil the prison twine
at a profit not to exceed il cents per pound.
if they have sold above this figure they have
laid themselves liable. Please give m¢ def-
inite information as to the person yo . pur-
chased your twine of, together with as com-
plete data as possible bearing upon the sub-
Ject. I deeire to thank you g)r this informa-
tion and to assure you that your na will
not be used unless you give permission to do
#0. Hoping to hear from you by retu ail,
1 am —_— cna“w,w ‘er.’

“More ‘complete data’ was sent the
warden, and his second letter, bearing
date Aug. 15, reads as follows:. .-

“ ‘I have your valued favor of the 11th inst.,
giving more complete information with ref-
erence to the sale of the prison twine by —,
for which I desire to you. If you have
not already paid for this twine I would ad-
vise ‘you to refuse to pay them the price
they had asked you to pay. Under the terms
cf the contract they entered into they are
not :llom to charge to exceed 114 cents
‘‘ “This matter will be taken up by the man- |

tugthd some roeo\:rn will ln.fml tg
“t Mme > On )
@ esru%' mﬂ more mmm:lnng;

edmiral 4,000, while ﬂ&m seco:ldy-cl-
respeotively. =

hereafter to protect
consumers; and one thing, still more certain,
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that netther one of these will ever be
aHowed to handle prison twine again.
5 —* ‘Henry ’Wolfer.'

“The two dealers—whose names are
withheld—received 43,000 and 20,000
pounds respectively, and, we under-
stand, paid therefor no more than 6%
cents per pound. Adding thereto the
1% cents profit and a quarter of 4
cent per pound for freight, the differ-
ence between 8% cents and 10 to 16
cents per pound would be the amount
extorted from the farmers by violation
of the contract entered into with the
prison. Hence it is readily seen that
thousands of dollars have been wrong-
fully derived from farmers throughout
the state.

‘““The dealers have committed 4 griev-
ous wrong, the responsibility for which

£hould be fixed on the prison board of
managers—appointed by the governor—
who advised, or permitted, the sale of
the prison’s output of -twine to the
dealers, especlally on a contract with-
out a penalty. He who s responsible
for a wrong is as guilty as the one
who commits the wrong. The farmer3
are taxpayers; their money has been
used to facilitate the manufacture of
that which {s an indispensable in the
barvesting of grain, and then to have
the product dickered away to dealers
who forget their contract and send up
the price of twine is certainly the
grossest kind of injustice to the Min-
nesota farmer.”

Pnnl-hm Pupils.,
According to artorrespondent of a London

paper, there is as much whipplng in the

irls’ schools as in the boys" schools, but

e girls make no fuss about it. Says the
correspondent: ““They know they des:rve
their punishment, so they take it with a
good grace, dry their eyes and smooih their
curls and don’t-let any one know, not even
g::ir mp:xl'.enu, that they have had a taste of

Starch Sinful,
About 100 years ago the use of starch f
stiffening the frills round the neck w:s co::
sidered highly reprchensible, if not positively

sinful,
R i ) B
Royal Incomes.

The income of the emperor of Russia for
one day is £5,000, that of the sultan of Turkey
£3,600, while the president of the United
States only gets about £26 a day.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS, -

4 ,-,A'_:?i.

_To Be Voted On
AT THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION
TUESDAY, NOV. 8, 1898.

STATE OF MINNESOTA,
Department of State,

October 1, 1808,
Pursuant to section three hundred and
eleven (311) of the General Statutes of
1894, the same ‘being chapter one hun-
dred and fifty-séeven (167) of the General
Laws of 1887, the proposed Amendments
to the Constitution of the State of Min-
nesota, as adopted by Acts of the Legis-
lature for 1897, for submission to the
voters of this state at the general elec-
tion to be held on Tuesday, the eighth
(8th) day of November, A. D. eighteen
hundred and ninety-eight (1898), are here-

with submitted: .
ALBERT BERG, Secretary of State.

STATE OF MINNESOTA,
Attorney General's Office,
8 St. Paul, July 7, 1898.
Hon, Albert Berg, Secretary of State.
8ir: Pursuant to General Laws 1887,
chapter 157, I herewith file in
your office synopses of Amend-~
ments to the Constitution of the
State of Minnesota as proposed by Gen-
eral Laws 1897, chapters 175, 185 280
and 383. I am, very respectfully,
H. W. CHILDS, Attorney General.

SYNOPSES OF AMENDMENTS TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF
MINNESOTA PROPOSED BY THE
LEGISLATURE OF THE SAID
STATE AT THE LAST SESSION
THEREOI™,

3

By General Laws 1897, chapter 175, it
is proposed to amend Article seven,
Section eight, of the Constitution.

The section as now existing reads as
follows:

“‘Section 8. The legislature “may, not-
withstanding anything in this article, pro-
vide by Iaw that any woman at the age
of twenty-one years and upward, may
vote at any election held for the pur-
pose of choosing any officers for schools,
or upon any measure relating to schools,
and may also provide that any such
woman shall be eligible to hold any office
pertaining solely to the management of
schools.”’ :

It is proposed by the said chapter to
amend the same so as to read as follows:

““Sec. 8. Women may vote for school
officers and members of library boards,
and shall be eligible to hold any office
pertaining to the management of schools
or libraries,

‘““Any woman of the age of twenty-one
years and upward, and possessing the
qualifications requisite to a male voter,
may vote at any election held for the
purpose of choosing any officers of
schools or any members of library beards,
Oor upon any measure relating to schools
or libraries, and shall be eligible to hold
any office pertaining to the management
of schools and libraries.”

The effect of the above amendment, if
adopted, will be to permit women to vote
for members of library boards and to be
eligible to become members of such
boards, in addition to the right to vote
upon school matters and to hold offices
pertaining to schools, as proviaed by the
original section of the Constltution. Fur-
thermore, the Consiitution, if the pro-
posed amendment - is. adopted, will be
self-operative and not dependent upon
legislative action, as is now the case un-
der the existing Constitution.

Ik

By General Laws 1807, Chapter 185, it
is proposed to amend Article 14, Bection
1 of the Constitution.

The section as now existing reads as
follows:

“Section 1. Whenever a majority of
both houses of the legislature shall deem
it necessary to aiter or amend this con-
stitution, they may propose such altera-
tions or amendments; whica proposed
amendments shall be published with the
laws which have been passed at the same
session, and said amendments shall be
submitted to the people for their approval
or rejection; and if it shall appear, in a
manner to be provided by law, that a
majority of voters present and voting,
ghall have ratified such alterations and
amendments, the same shall be valid to
all intents and purposes, as a part of
this Constitution. If two or more altera-
tions or amendments shall be submitted
at the same time, it shall be so regulated
that the voters shall vote for or against
each separately.”

It is proposed by the said chapter to
amend the same 80 as to read as fol-
lows:

“‘Section 1. Whenever a majorltx of
both houses of the legislature shall deem
it necessary to alter or amend this con-
stitution they may propose such altera-
tions or amendments, which proposed
amendments shall be published with the
laws which have been passed at the same
session, and gaid amendments shall be
submitted to the people for their approval
or rejection at any general election, and
{f it shall appear in a manner to Le pro-
vided by law, that a majority of all the
electors voting at said election shall have
voted for and ratified such alterations or
amendments, the same shall be valid to
all intents and purposes as a part of
this Constitution. If two or more altera-
‘tions or amendments shall be submitted
at the same time, it shall be so regulated
that the voters shall vote for or against
each separately.”

The change proposed by the above
amendment requires the submission of
any proposed amendment to the constitu-
tion at a general election.

It further provides that in order to be-
come effective the proposed amendment
shall receive ‘‘the vote of a majority of
all the electors voting at said election,”
instead ‘“‘of a majority of voters present
and voting,”” as provided by the original
section of the Constitution. The existing
Constitution may be amended as decided
in Dayton vs. City of 8t. Paul, 22 Minn.
400, though the amendment receive less
than a majority of the votes cast at an
election for other purposes held at the
same time and place. By the proposed
amendment the rule will, if the same is
adopted, be 80 changed as to require the
vote of a majority of ali the electors vot-
ing at such election.

III.
By General Laws 1897, Chapter 280, it

is proposed to amend Article 4, Section
86 of the Constitution.

The section as now existing reads as
follows:

““Sec. 86. Any city or village In this
state may frame a charter for its own
government as g city consistent with and
subject to the laws of this state as fol-
lowe: The legislature shg.ll provide, un-

r such restrictions as it deems proper,
Y::" oard of fifteen freeholders, who
g_,ll be and for the past five years shall

ave been qualified voters thereof, to be
appointed By the district judges of the
judicial district in which the city or
village is situgted, which board shall
within six months ‘after its appointment

™ to e chlef magistrate of such
or village a draft of such charter
ed l;r the memheg of sald board, or

‘majority thereof. Buch charter shall

submitted to the qualified voters of
ch city or village at the next electjon
thereafter, and if four-sevenths of the
q;'lall voters voting at such election
shall ratify the same it shall at ihe end
of thirty days thereafter become the
rter of :xoh city or village as a city,
supersede any existing charter and
gdmento thereof; provided, that in
having patrol lﬁnlts now eatab-
such chgrter shall oseqvgre a three-

] ?Jio vote the quali
ers, v such election, to change

e tf now established.

ore any ¢ tY‘ohuu incorporate under
tngo ‘:’luu prol:‘crlbe gz

thBl w su
— pue:r cer-

ed w'ﬁ.m:'ﬁy“-ﬁ‘g

act, the

i iy

trate of said city or village, and authenti.
cated by its corporate seal. One of sald
certificates shall ba deposited in the office
of the Seoretary of State, and the other,
after belng recorded in the office of the
register of deeds for the county in which
such city or village lies, shall be de-
posited among the archives of such city
or village, and all courts shall take ju-
dicial notice thereof. Such charter so
deposited may be amended by a proposal
therefor made by a board of fifteen free-
holders aforesaid, published for at least
thirty days in three newspapers of gen-
eral circulation in such city or vlllaie,
and accepted by three-fifths of the
qualified voters of such city or village
voting at the next election, and not
otherwise; but such charter shall alwags
be in harmony with and subject to the
%}mstltution and Laws of the State of

Innesota. The legislature may pre-
scribe the duties of the commigsion rela-
tive to submitting amendments of char-
ter._to the vote of the people.

‘‘The board of freeholders above pro
vided for shall be permanent, and all
the vacancies by death, disability to per-
form duties, resignation or removal from
the corporate limits ghall be filled by ap-
pointmént in the same manner £s the
original board was created, and sald
board shall always contain its fuill com-
Plfsment of members,

‘It shall be a feature of all such char-
“ters that there shall be provided, among
other things, for a mayor or chief mag-
istrate, and a legislative body of either
one or two houses; if of two houses at
least one of them shall be elected by gen-
eral vote of the citizens.

“In submitting any such charter or
amendment thereto to the qualified veoters
of such city or village any alternate
sectlon or article may be presented for
the choice of the voters, and may be
voied on separately without prejuidice to

other articles or sections of the charter

or any amendment thereto.

“The legislature may provide eneral
laws relating to affairs of cities, the ap-
plication of which may be limited to
cities of over fifty thousand inhabifants,
or to cities of fifty and not less than
fifteen thousand inhabitants, or to cities
of fifteen thousand inhabitants or less,
which shall apply equally to all such
citles of either class, and which shall be
paramount whlle in force te the pro-
visions relating to the same matter in-
cluded in the local charter herein pro-
vided for. But no local charter, Dro-
vision or ordimance passed thereunder
shall supersede any general law of the
state defining or punishing crimez or mis-
demeanors.”

It is proposed by said chapter to amend
the same so as to read as follows:

‘‘Sec. 86. Any city or village in this
state may frame a charter for its own
government as a city consistent with
and subject to the laws of this state,
as follows: The legislature shall provide,
under such restrictions as it deems prop-
er, for a board of fifteen freeholders,
who shall be and for the past five years
shall have been qualified voters thereof,
to be appointed by the district judges o
the judicial district in which the city or
village is situated, as the legislature may
determine, for a term in no event {o ex-
ceed six ?'ears. which board shall, within
six months after its appointment, return
to the chief maglstmte of said city or
village a draft of said charter, signed by
the members of said board, or a majority
thereof. Such charter shall submitted
to the qualified voters of su®h clty or
village at the next election thereafter,
and if four-sevenths of the qualified vot-
ers voting at such election shall ratify
the same it shall, at the end of thirty
days thereafter, become the charter of
such city or village as a city, and super-
sede any existing charter and amend-
ments thereof; provided, that in cities
having patrol Hmits now established,
such charter shall require a three-fourths
majority vote of the qualified voters
voting at such election to change the
patrol limits now established.

‘“‘Before any city shall incorporate un-
der this act the legislature shall pre-
scribe by law the general limits wittin
which such charter shall be framed.
Duplicate certificates shall be ‘nade set-
ting forth the charter proposed and its
ratification, which shall Le signed Ly the
chlef magistrate or s=aid city cr vilizge
and authenticated by its corporate seal.
One of said certificates shall be deposited
In the office of Secretary of State, and
the otHer, after being recorded in the
office of the Register of Deeds for the
county in which such city or village lies,
shall be deposited among the archives
of such city or village, and all courts
shall take judicial notice thereof. Such
charter so deposited may be amended by
proposal therefor made by a board of
fifteen commissioners aforesaid, ub-
lished for at least thirty days in three
newspapers of general circulation in such
city or village, and accepted by three-
fifths of the qualified voters of such city
or village voting at the next election, and
not otherwise; but such charter shall al-
ways be in harmony with and subject to
the constitution and laws of the State
of Minnesota. The legislature may pre-
?cribe the duties of the commission rela-

ive to submitting amendments of char-
ter to the vote of the people, and shall
provide that upon application of five per
cent of the legal voters of any such city
or village, by written petition, such com-
mission shall submit to the vote of the
people proposed amendments to such
charter set forth in said petition. The
board of freeholders above provided for
shall be permanent, and all the vacancies
by death, disability to perform duties,
resignation or removal from the corpo-
rate limits, or expiration of term of office,
shall be filled by appointment in the
same manner as the original board was
created, and said board shall always con-
tain its fuil complement of members.

‘It shall be a feature of all such char-
ters that there shall be provided, AMOLE
other things, for a mayor or chief miag-
istrate, and a legislative body of either
one or two houses; if of two nouses, at
least one of them shall be elected by gen-
eral vote of the electors.

“In _submitting any such charter or
amendment thereto to the qualified voters
of such clt{ or village any alternate sec-
tion or article may be presented for the
choice of the voters and may be voted
on separately without prejudice to other
articles or sections of the charter or any
amendments thereto.

‘“The legislature may provide general
laws relating to affairs of cities, *he eop-
plication of which may be .imiced 1io
cities of over fifty thousand inhaditants,
or to cities of ttiv] and "ot less than
twenty thousand inhabitants or to cities
of twenty and not less than ten thousand
inhabitants, or to cities of ten thousand
inhabitants or less, which shail a ply
equally to all such cities of either c ass,
and which shall be paramount while in
force to the provisions relating to the
same matter included in the local charter
herein provided for. But no local charter
provision or ordinance passed thereunder
shall supersede any general law of the
state defining or punishing crimes or
misdemeanors.”

The changes to be effected by the pro-
posed amendment are as follows:

. The term of office of the commission
will be restricted by the proposed amend-
ment to six years, instead of belng un-
limited, as is the case under the existing
constitution.

2. The commission are required under
the proposed amendment to submit pro-
posed amendménts of the charter of the
city or village upon petition or applica-
tion by five per cent of the legal voters.
Thus they will be deprived, if the amend-
ment Is ratified, of the discretionary au-
thority conferred by the existing consti-
tution.

3. Under the existing constitution it
is provided that where a legislative body
consists of two houses, ‘“‘at teast one of
them shall be elected by a genercal vete
of the citizens.’

By the proposed amendment, such elec-
tion must be by a gen.ral vote “*of the
electors.”

4. Under the existing constitution i' !s
provided that the legislature may provide
general laws relating to the affairs of
cities, the application of which may he
Hmited

To cities of over fifty thousand inhabi-
tants, or

To citles of fifty thousand inhabitants
and not less than fifteen thousand in-
habitants, or

To citles of fifteen thousand inhabi-
tants or less, etc.

By the proposed amendment it is pro-
vided that the legislature mav provide
general laws relating to the affairs of
cities, the application of which may be
limited

To cities of over fifty thousand inhabi«
tants, or
To cities of fifty thousand and not less
than twenty thousand inhabitants, or
To cities of twenty thousand and not
less than ten thousand inhabitants, or

To citles of ten thousand inhabitants,
or less, etc.

In other words, there are three classifi-

eations of citles under the existing con-
stitution, while under the proposed one
there will be four classes thereof, as indi-
cated by the foregoing analysis.

W,

By General Laws 1807, Chapter 333, it
'6 pro,poled to amend Article nine of the

onstitution of the State, by adding
thereto a new section, to be known as
Section 16. The proposed section reads as
follows:

“For the purpose of lending aid in the
construction and improvement of publio
highways and bridges, there is heraby
oreated a fund to be known as the ‘state
road and bridge fund.' Said fund shall
include all moneys accruing from the
income derived from investments in the
internal improvement land fund, or that
may hereafter accrue to said _fund, and
shall also include all funds accruing to
any state road and bridge fund, however
provided.

“The legislature is authorized to add
to such fund for the purpose of con-
structing or improving roads and bridges
of this state, by providing, in its discre-
tion, for an annual tax levy upon the
property of this state of not to exceed in
nn{ year one-twentieth (1-20) of one (1)
mill on all the taxable property within
the state.

‘“The legislature is also authorized to
provide for the appointment by the gov-
érnor of the state, of a hoard to be
known as the ‘state highway commission,’
consisting of three (32 members, who
shall orm such duties as shall be
prescribed by law without salary gr com-
pe‘psatlon other than personal expenses, .

Such commission shall have genera
superintendence of the constructim ¢
state roads and bridges and shall us
uch fund in thé constructién thereof an
istribute the mame in the several coun-
ties in the state upon an equitable basis
Provided, further, that no county shalj
receive in any year more than threé (3)
{;er cent or less than one-half (%) of one

1) per cent of the total fund thus prg-
vided and expended during such year
and provided, further, that no more thali
one-third (1-8) of such fun accruing In
any year shall be expended for brid es,

d In no case shall more than ones
third (1-83) of the cost of constructlng or
improving any road or bridge be paid by
the state from such fund.”

It is the purpose of the proposed
amendment to create a fund to be known
&s the ‘“state road and bridge fund.”
This fund is to be derived from invest,
ments of the internal improvement land
fund, and to include #ll funds of any
state road and bridge fund, however Pro-
vided. The legislature is also authorized
to provide in its discretion for an annual
tax levy upon the property of this ztate
not to exceed in any year one-twentiethy
of one mill, the proceeds of the tax ta

e added to the state road and bridge
und. It also further provides that tﬁe
legislature may authorize the Governof
to appolnt a board to be known as the
‘‘state highway commlssion,’”’ such boar
to consist of three members, who shal

erform such duties as may be prescribed

y law, without salary or compensation
other than rsonal expenses. he coms
mission shall have general superintend=
ence of the construction of state roads
and bridges, and shall use the state read
end bridge fund In the several countieg
of the state upon an equitable basis. Pro-
vision is made that no county shall re-
celve in any one year more than three
per cent or less than one-half of one per
cent of the total fund thus provided and

expended during such year. No more
than one-third of the fund aceruing im
be expended for

gnf' one year shall
ridges and no more than one-third cf
the cost of constructing or improving
any road or bridge shall be paid by the
state from such fund.

July 6, 1808, H. W. CHILDS, a
L Attorney General |
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