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The Wloodward Stock company,
which has played at the Metropoli-
tan opera house for the past two
weeks, has succeeded in convincing St.
Paul theater-goers that first-class per-
formances can be given at popular
prices. The excellent character of the
organization has been an agreeable sur-
prise to the thousands who have wit-
nessed the productions of ‘““Men and
Women"” and “A Fair Rebel,” and
both press and public agree in the
opinion that the Woodward company
offers more for the price of admission
than any company that has ever ap-
peared in this city. The patrons of the
Metropolitan, who have been accus-
tomed to paying the regular scale of
prices, were inclined at first to doubt
that adequate performancs of stock
drama, supplemented by expensive
vaudeville attractions, could be pre-
sented with profit at popular prices.
The Woodward company has unques-
tionably given performances first-class
in every respect, and the crowded
houses for every performance give as-
surance that this enterprise is profita-
ble from a business standpoint.

The conditions prevalent iIn the
financial world during the last three
or four years have necessitated many
radical changes in theatrical business
methods, until, at the present time, not
less than fifty big stock companies are
playing long runs in the larger cities
of this country. As the great major-
ity of these stock companies are suc-
cessful, it is evident that this class of
entertainment has met with public ap-
proval throughout the entire country.

The growth of the stock companies
of the present day offers an interesting
study to those conversant with mat-
ters theatrical. Beginning at a pe-
riod some six or seven years back, the-
atrical managers in all parts of the
United States commenced to take note
of a gradual decline in business; the
receipts of all classes of attractions
diminished steadily, wiping out former

profits and consuming new invest-
ments of capital. The weaker com-
panies, operating on small capital,

were forced to the wall, while the big
organizations strove to stem the tide
by cutting down expenses on all sides,
Salaries were reduced, companies cut
down and every item of unnecessary
expense merciiessly lopped off, and
still, as the seasons rolled by, the per-
centage of failures among the theat-
rical companies grew larger and larg-
er. A few of the great stars of the
American stage continued to make
money, but the great majority of trav-
eling organizations were content to op-
erate on a basis which allowed only a

The financial distress of a few years
ago brought matters to a crisis; many
combinations were compelled to dis-
band, many others figured on a seven
months season, or even less, and the
theaters also found it necessary to
shorten their regular season. To keep
the houses on a paving basis stock
companies were organized to play at
popular prices during the summer
months, and in a great many cases
these stock engagements were extend-
ed to include part of the regular sea-
gon. People became familiar twith the
leading stock artists, and enjoyed
studying them- in different roles. They
came to feel a sort of proprietorship in
their local companies, and began to
take a new interest in theatrieal per-
formances. They developed into ecriti-
cal students of the drama, becoming
more and more difficult to please anda.
excessively intolerant to productions of
a mediocre nature. The stock com-
panies grew stronger and stronger,
while the patronage of the traveling
combinations diminished steadily.

The long run of farces and farce-
comedies, followed by a season of im-
menge popularity of vaudeville was an-
other source of opposition to companles
presenting dramatic productions. Not

alone did the farces, comedies and
vaudeville undermine the strength of
these standard productions, but the
most popular stars and best known
supporters of standard drama, attract- |
ed by big salaries, entered the vaude-
ville field. The Actors’ Society of
America, which at first condemned the
entrance of legitimate stars to the
vaudeville stage, was eventually com-
pelled to abandon this position of dls-
approval; the position taken by the
supporters of vaudeville was that these
artistic recruits had so elevated the
vaudeville stage that it had risen to
the same plane as that of the dramatic
stage, and was entitled to the same
recognition in the world of art.

These inroads upon the fleld of legiti-
mate drama made it difficult to secure
adequate companies for road produc-
tion, and second-class organizations
could expect but little support.

The Woodward company is composed
of twenty clever peop'e who have been

rlaying together for over four years.
Defore coming to this city the company
enjoyed long and successful runs in
Cmaha, Kansas City and other large

and
St.

citi from present indications
their Paul engagement will be no
less satisfactory. The vaudeville fea-
tures introduced between the acts have
Leen highly appreciated, and are a
welcome addition to the regular shows;
not only are they well-selected, refined
and thoroughly enjoyable, but they
obviate the long walits between the
acts, and relieve the tension of the
dramatic interest.

For the coming week, commencing
tliis afternoon, the Woodward company
will present the four-act drama,
“Moths,” a dramatization of Oulda's
niovel. The story of the play is one of
absorbing interest, and g!cws more and
more thrilling as the action progresses;
it will be presented by a cast contain-
ing the full strength of the company,
with Bertha Creighton as ‘Vera Her-
Lert.,” Wilson Enes as “Lord Jura,” and
Frank Sheridan, who has not hereto-
fore been seen in St. Paul, as “Prince
Zuouroff.,” Miss Gertrude Berkeley wiil

appear in the role of a cold, calculating
“woman of the world,” and Mr."Monta-
gue as “De Correze.”

The

specialties promised this week
strongest yet presented. The
ters head the list, with an
al performance that is said to be
more thrilling than has been seen up
to date. Horwitz and Bowers, vaude-
ville comedians, will introduce new
scugs, buriesque comedy and imitations
of noted men. Miss Irene Franklin,
no stranger locally, will also appear.
Her topical sopgs and charming per-
sopality have made her a favorite.

The usual matinees will be given
Wednesday and Saturday.

“AT PINEY RIDGE.”
—_—
It Will Break the Reign of Comedy
at the Grand.

The first term of drama selected by
Manager Hays, of the Grand, to re-
lieve the theatrical field from a surfeit
of comedy will occur the present week
at that playhouse, and a performance
tonight at 8:15 will inaugurate the
engagement of “At Piney Ridge,” a
delightful drama from the pen of Da-
vid Higgins, a play which comes with
the prestige of being one of last sea-
gon’s greatest successes at the same
house.

The impression left by David Hig-
gins and his excellent company in the
play last season has, in all probabil-
ity, not been effaced by the lapse of
time, and the mention of the coming
of this piece to the Grand this week
is, perhaps, sufficient in the way of
preliminary announcement,

“At Piney Ridge” is a wholesome
and morally clean melodrama of the
better and rational modern school of
serlous plays. The fact is impressed,
in its rather commonplace story, that
the men and women are in fact such,

| clever
| who is one of the foremost of versatile

and within the radius of probability.
The people of this drama, whether
true to the locality of the play or not,
seem to embody in themselves much
that reaches the well springs of hu-
man emotions by way of the great fun-
damental truths of life, The play is
full of good and forceful incident, and
has been universally voted by critics
all over the country as altogether one
of the best melodramas at present on
the boards. The play will be present-
ed here with a wealth of scenery and
effects, with the author of the play,
David Higgins, at the head as the di-
rector of the production. This attrac-
tion has the advantage of the author
in the principal role, and the success
Mr. Higgins has had in his portrayal
of Jack Rose, the principal figure of
his play, adds to the value of the play
materially. Miss Georgia Waldron, as
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early visit to the Grand. It is in the hands

of a moat competent cast of comedians, head-
ed by Smith and Campbell, who are said to
furnish all kinds of fun in their respective
characterizations,

' s @

“Bl Capftan,’” the most populwr of the
Sousa operas, will be seen at am early date
at the Grand,

* & »

‘‘Gayest Manhattan,” one of the big

hits of last season at the Grand, is under-

{med for an early return visit to that play=
«wuse. Jean Mcllmayle, the pretty, talented
comedienne, who made such a great hit in
the leading role last season, is reported to
be meeting with more success than ever in
the piece. The assisting company is re-
ported to be larger in numbers and more
expensive in pﬂnﬁcgal‘n t‘hm ever before.

Charles Dickson, assistad by Henrletta
Crossman and a great cast, is reported to
be making a tremendous hit in the Weat
in Grant Stewart’s new farce, ‘‘Mistakes Wi:l
Happen.”” This attraction will be seen at
the Grand in the n(;ar. t\ltum.

The world-famed Brothers Byrne, of “Eight
Bells' renown, will appear at the Grand at
an early date, presenuu? an entirely new
pantomimic comedy entitled ‘““Golng to the
Races,' introducing wonderiul mechanical ef-
fects, entirely new pantomimic trioks, a lav-
ish display of gorgeous scenery, and giving
a performance new in its cntirety. The acme
of stige reallsm is seen in the great race
scene, in which six thoroughbred race hiorses

DAVID HIGGINS,
Author and Leading Actcr in ‘At Piney Ridge.”

“Cindy Lare, the mountain girl,” still
plays her original part with all the
finish and fine discrimination that has
made it, from the first presentation cf

this drama, one of the few really fine |

creations of character of the past two
seasons,

“BROWDMN'S IN TOWN.”

New Farce to Appear at the Graad
After “Piney Ridge.”
“Brown's In Town,” the latest farce,
will be at the Grand opera house Sun-
day next, following “At Piney Ridge,”
and during the euntire week. An ag-
gregation of merry farceurs has been
selected to interpret the new candidate
for public favor, and it includes such
people as James G. Barrows,
comedians. Two other important mem-
hers of the “Brown’ company are Anna
Belmont and Kathryn Osterman, who
were seen here a few weeks ago 1n
“What Happened to Jones,” and who
had a great deal to do with the suc-
cess of that play. One of the best
things Miss Belmont ever did was Su-
zanne Green in “The Butterflies' when
John Drew produced it. Her part in

the new farce, by a singular coinci-
dence, is again Suzanne. There are
matinee idols and matinee idols, but

this organrization has the ‘real thing’
in the person of handsome John Lan-
caster. Belle Davis will be seen in an
entirely new role; that of an octoroon

take rart, ridden by well known jockeys,
perhans the greatst race effects ever put on
the rtage. Num-crous ct:er scenes and. me-
chanical contrivances are 'ntroduc:d, promi-
nent am-ng which miy be mentioned the
great fire scene, the wreck of the air ship,
the fire excine and team of funny while
horses.
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The genuine caks walk e n‘est as [lusirit-
ed la th: p riorm nc: of 11 ¢k Patti’s Tr,uka-
, 18 oue of tre most ¢xci.dng a .@ amus-
g rr'=cdes in that company's d2lightful
stage entertiinment. ‘‘The poetry of motion’
as viewed by th: Afro-American ra e, is most

amusing’y illustrated in tals characteristic
walking contest. The amusem=nt 1s offered
by ccnt st nts on the stave and the exci.e-

ment by the auditors in front,

CHURCH BOXING CLASS.

Jersey City Worshipers to
Taught to Their Pists.
NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—A boxing class
has been started In connection with
the Institute of St. John'’s Episcopal
church, Jersey City, of which the Rev.
Dr. E. L. Stoddard is the rector. It is
announced in St. Jchn’s Bulletin to
meet every Friday night. Ten cents
will be charged for each lesson.
The class will be instructed by John

Be
Use

L. Kirk, of this city. Mr. Kirk is a
skilled boxer and a brother-in-law of
the Rev. E. 8. Forbes, viear of the

parish, under whose personal direction
the institute has been placed.

Mr. Forbes believes in young men
learning how to use their fist, even

THE WONDERFUL

VAIDIS SISTERS.

maid. Miss Davis will create a furore
when she renders her Ethiopian songs,
for which she is rapidly becoming
famous. The Brown quartette is an-
other important feature and will be
heard in several new songs. Among
them is a charming ballad called ‘“One
Little Angry Word.” Lottie Williams,
who is known as the “Ach du Lieber”
girl, will also be seen in a new role;
that of a German heiress.

The company is composed of young
pecple only, and the mother-in-law and
old maid, which are seen in nearly ev-
ery farce, is dispensed with in “Brown's
in Town.”

DRAMATIC NOTES.

‘“At Gay Coney Island,’”” that breezy, popu-
lar creation of fwm. is underlined for an

though the occasion may never arise
when they will be obliged {o put their
knowledge into practice. He does not
belleve that taking boxing lessons will
inspire a love for prize fightlng. He
will permit no public exhibitions by
members of the class. The Rev. E, L.
Stoddard has decided views on the
boxing question,

“It is not worse than dancing,” he
said to a reporter, “and I see no rea-
son why the young men in the church
should not have an opportunity to
learn how to use their fists. -

“I belleve that it makes a fellow
more manly to feel that he can use his
fists if he is forced to it.”

C. A. Zimmerman, artist photographer of-
fers for the holidays & sweep reduction
on all styleuothl.nﬁnedwrt?‘

WON $16,000 ON $2

THIRTEEN PASSES IN SUCCESSION
MADE AT A GAME OF
CRAPS

SURPRISING RUN  OF LUCK

&
Dice Throwing That nished the

ola Gamblerl—'ﬁé{_ Same Man
Was Also Able to Make Mighty
Winnings at thé Faro Bank—
Players Divide :: ” r Sixteen
Thousand Dolllu--'f?

Special to Chicago Inter Qcgan.

WASHINGTON, D, C. Nov. 24—
“Speaking of the heodoo which has
from time immemoria} seemed to sur-
round the -number thirtéen, I want to
tell you there is one town on the map
of the United States where thirteen
has been considered _a winner ever
since Clint Thompson made thirteen
passes at a crap game and got away
with a nice bank roll of something over
$16,000 at a single play.”

The speaker was a well-groomed, set-
tled-down government clerk, and his
listeners were a pair of robust, pros-
perous-looking members of the Metro-
politan Turf association, whose fingers
are tolerably well known on the plunge
line over at the Bennings race track,
where the bookies now are taking it off
of the talent with such persistent regu-
larity owing to the erratic perfor-
mances of the ponies.

‘“Baker City, Or., is the town where
Clint Thompson made his phenomenal
play at craps, and the fame of his run
of luck at that game lives yet in that
little Eastern Oregon town. I had a
half-interest in that rake-off myself.
I'll tell you how it came about. I was
traveling over Oregon and Washing-
ton during 1891 writing up biographies
of the pioneers of those states for a
history-publishing outfitr—and amusing
myself in the dead, small towns on my |
route by playing furo, or any old game
that made time pass asgreeably. I
came up with Clint Thompson at La
Grange, Or. There was no formal in-

troduction. I was engaged in an artis-
tic effort to drop my last stack of white

and we were about to make tracks for
our hotel, when we saw an interesting
play at the crap table. A minstrel
show was doing a one-night stand
there, and Bob Slavin and several of
the boys were taking a whack at the
gambling before turning in. Clint says
to me, ‘Suppose we put in a dollar
aplece and take a whirl at it for fun.’
uits me,” saild I, and I pulled out a
silver plunk, though I knew he had
run out of ‘dope’ and really ought to
be back at the hotel to take a double-
header with that hypo outfit. But, be-
lleving that it would take but a mo-
ment to lose our $2, I said nothing.

BIG GAMBLING IN CRAPS,

“Thompson stepped up to the crap
table and waited for his turn with the
dice—he would not take any chances
on another man’'s throw, and Slavin
was the worst kind of a Jonah that
night,shooting double sixes, pairs of
aces, sevens when after a point,” in
one, two, three order. The dice came
down the line to Clint. He took a
brace, gave them a good rub on his
moist palms for luck, lald down our
two ‘simolians’ on the line, and rolled
‘em out.

‘“ ‘Shoots eleven,” quoth the dealer.
‘We had four ‘bucks’ on the line. Clint
shoots again. This time a four and a
tray showed, which, in crap parlance,
Is also a ‘natural,’ and the dealer paid.
We were getting action of $8. Next
throw Clint made six for his point,
and it came easy in three throws. We
were now $16 strong on the line, and
‘running easy.’

‘“‘Pretty good gun,” said somebody
who had been shooting the dice just
before Thompson’s turn came, ‘Guess
I'll ‘follow him.” Some of the minstrel
men followed suit. On the fourth
shoot Clint made for his point ten.
They call that ‘Big Dick,” and a hard
one. Not for Clint Thompson. He
played around it two or three throws—
it seemed as though there were no
sevens on the dice when he was shoot-
ing for a ‘point.” Eight, two fives—and
joy con the part ef his followers. We
stood $32 on the line. Did we pinch?
Well, I should say not. I ocbserved,
however, that the house man sort of
shifted to the other foot when he real-
ized that he was against a lucky
thrower. But the house was game and
stood for a tap at all times, it was
current, at from £1 to $30,000,

ASTCNISHING RUN OF LUCK.

“Clint rolled the dice good and hard
the mnext throw and they sped the
whole length of the green table, and

JOBN T.
From the

was horn in Minne-
He attended both pub-
taking a business

John T. McGowan
apoils, April 16, 1864,
lic and private schools,
course at the Minneapolis academy. He
commenced work at the carpenter trade at
the age of 16 and coniinued at it six years,
when he engaged in business. He was elected
a member cf the city council of Minneavolis
in November, 188, b:ing the young st member
of that body. He w.is nominated for pres'dent

M’GOWAN,

Thirty-e!ghth District (Minneapolis).

of the council two years later by the Demo-
crats, and camme witkin one vote of being
elected, notwithsianding the council consist:d
of sixteen Reodublican: and ten Democrats.
On accourt of disssasion the ¢ ct which he
represents elecied a Rzpublican senator four
years ago, W. E. John:on, but this election
the contending elem-nts u:it:d. cn McGowain
and, althcugh his opncenent was an able and
popular candidate, his consiituents elected
him by ov.r 530 maicrity.

chips at Bill Stewart's gambling rooms
there one night.
AN ARTIST AT FARO.

“I was making a bad job of ‘Gouble
out’ when the cases ail proved to be
‘three-one’ shots, and wasg pretty well
out, when I felt a touch on my should-
er. I turned in my seat and met the
black eyes of a hamdscme, big-mus-
tached stranger. He indicated that he
would like to use the remainder of my
stack of chips. Not feeling lucky, I
gladly gave him my s:at at the layout.
In abouwt ten minutes T wais aware, and
s0 was the dealer, that Clint knew a
kink or two about how-to put down
chips on a faro table. 'In three deals
we divided up $200 Api=ce and went
across the sireet to another game,
where luck followed, and we cashed in
to the tune of $500 more.

“Before turning In at the Golden
Eagle, where we were hung up, my
lucky stranger informed me that his
rame was now Clint Thompson, but
that his real name was something else.
I gleaned from his conversation that he
had been a student at Ann Arbor uni-
versity, but in a mixup with a fellow
senior over a fair membter of the law
class, he had killed his rival and took
to the tall timber of* the Cascades,
which he reached, without getting
landed for his crime. WHile delivering
himself of these introduélory remarks,
I cbserved. that my lucky faro player
gave himself a hypodermic jab in the
arm with some fluid h: had on tap
there. I soon discovered that he was
a confirmed victim of the needle, and
required rather regular jabs to keep
keyed up teo the notch. In faect, he
was about ‘all out’ when he cashed in
the last batch of chips at Stewart’'s No.
2 house,

BTRANGER'S LUCK HOLDS GOOD.

“We put the next night in together,
and he played again with almost equal
luck, and when I departed for Bakor
City, about sixteen miles up the road
east on the Union Pacifie, Clint
Thompson was pretty well staked, and
I was financially easy. At Baker I
cut the faro banks out for several
days, while 1 was interviewing the old
citizens whose names I had for write-
ups. But no sooner did I finish up my
legitimate work than I began to thirst
for a peep into the gambling joints.
Clint Thompson followed me to Baker.
Sald he had no luck at La Grange af-
ter I left, and that I seemed to have
been the ‘mascot’ of the play there.
So he chased me. Remembering the
skill and judgment with which Clint
played at faro, I made a compact with
him to play each night, each man put-
ting in $20 for a stack of reds, win or
lose, and to play for not more nor less
than $500, equal divigion’ He agreed.
During every night of my sojourn of
ten days in‘'Baker I slept on a wad
of $250 as my share of the evening’s
play, It was on Saturday night
previous to my departuré the next day
for Walla Walla t ‘the final coup
RIYSEBD PRY JUID 9OIP Y} YyM swed

in his bunches of blues and yellows,

when they turned over
and deuce showed as any crap fiend
could ask for. ‘Shoots seven,” calls off
the house, as he reached to change the
dice, and sizes up to our $32 with big
silver cartwheels. Badinage and glib
talk wasn't in his line. He had not
looked at me up to this point of the
game. ‘Pretty good game, this,” he

as pretty a five

2 2 {
said to me just before making his sixth

shot, and a big smile accompanied the
remark.

“On the sixth throw Clint shot an-
other eleven, and followed his play
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ENTIRE WEEK,

TORIGHT

Annual Visit of the Play That Pleasss All Lovers of Hizh-S1a3s Drima.

LAST SEASON'S BIGGEST HIT.,

A Charmiug_Stage Story of the Mountains and Valleys of Fast Tennes-
see. Direct from Its Phenomenally Successful Fastern Tour,

PRESENTED '

A DRAMA OF PATHOS, TEARS, SMILES AND RUGGED, HONZST GOMEDY.

|

BY

R,
DAVID

SUPPORTED

BY

MISs
GEORGIR
WALDRON.

HIGGINS.

Albert Favernisr,
Van Kinzie,
Edith Well,

AND A COMPANY OF CAPABLE PLAYERS, including s

Maurice Hedges,
Charlotte Wade,
Charles Bartling,

BEAUTIFUL SCENERY AND EFFECTS.

Lydia Knott,
Marle Kinzle,
¥red Hearne.

Next Week —'The Glorious Farce, **Brown’s in Town.” Anna Belmont, Kathryn
Ostermann and a Great Cast, 2

METROPOLITAN |

L. N. SCOTT,

Telephone 346

NOTHING CHEAP BUT THE PRIZES,

Telephone 346

The

woodward
Stock Company

Prouounced by press
and . public to be the
greatest hit ever made
in the Twin Cities. Over
20,000 people passed
through the doors durin®
the past week. We have
made 20,000 friends.

£LL THE TIME, COM-
KEXCI*G MATINEE
10DAY AT 2 P. M.

EG. 4.

ENGAGEMENT EXTRAORDINARY,

1,800 SEATS

THE VAIDIS

World-Renowned Sensational Aerial
Artists,

1,000 SEATS

FIRST FIRST
AND SEC3ND SISTERS, AND SECOND
FLOOR, FLOOR,

IRENE FRANXLIN

HORWITZ & BOWERS

25¢

with another seven. Eighth throw was
four, ‘Little Joe,” and a real hard point.
The game was getting a little too hot
for me, and with $712 on the line and a
four to make, I felt compelled to do
something to check suspense. Clint
wasn't saying a word. He just rolled
the dice three or four times and turned
up a pair of deuces.

‘“ ‘Hully gee,’ says Bob Slavin. ‘Ever
see like?” He and his pals had been on
the line several passes without taking
down a cent. But they did now, Bay,
I actualiy couldn’t bear to see Thomp-
son roll those dice for the next shot.
So I just stepped aside and pretended
to look at the faro game. In about
five minutes I returned to the crap
table, and was startled to see that
Thompson had several stacks of gold
on the line, besides quite a_bundle of
greenbacks. The dealer was out of
coin and had made a draft on the safe,
through the proprietor, for more
money. At this stage of the game
there was a brief halt. The proprietor
and the crap tablekeeper were indulg-
ing in a little whispered conference.
When they finished, the latter passed
the bopes to Clint. He took them and
said: ‘Mr. Dealer, how much money is
there on that line?

THIRTEEN PASSES.

“‘“You have made twelve passes, sir,
and there is just $8,192 on the line.
Shoot for it, or take it down, just as
you like.’

“I could see that Clint was doing a
power of thinking, and surmissed what
he was thinking about, and was right,
as I afterward learned. He turned to

) 8
Senator From

AM'G OVERN,
the Tenth District (Wascea County).

P. McGovern was born in Dodge county,
Wis., Oct. 9, 1848, He graduated in the law
department of the Wisconsin university in
1871; went to Waseca June 1, 1872, and has
practiced law there ever since. He was elected
county attorney of that county in 1873, and

state senator in 1874, serving one term. He
m made county attorney in 1877 and has

that office five terms since, being coun-
ty at present, He did not want to
run for senator, but was the unanimous choice
of the conveutlon and could not well decline
the 'honor.

|

CAMBRIDGE HALL.

Seventh st., bet. Robert and Jackson Sts.
Unrivaled Accommeodations for

Social Entertainments,

LECTURES AND CIONCERTS.
FOR TERMS APPLY TO
di J. WATSON, d:rmania Lif> Blig

MOZART HALL

TONIGHT—Concordia Singing Socieiy Operatic
Production, in German, of the

BEGGAR STUDENT.

Eeibert’s Full Orchestra and Chorus of Sixty
Voices.

Admission, 88o0—To All Parts of the House.

it? Shall we shoot agalin, or pinch the
pile?

“‘Clint,” says I, ‘it looks like a pretty
good bunch, but we are in only a dol-
lar aplece, and you have luck to throw
to the birds. Do as you like, but I
won't care if you go for it once more.’

“Just then the house said: ‘Gentle-
men, what'll you have? I was glad to
hear Clint order a big hooter of whisky,
for I thought it would do him good
in his business. All hands took a
drink, and there was a pretty good
deal of talk going on over that big
bundle of yellow, white and green
money on the table. When Clint took
the dice for his last throw somebody

; | remarked that ‘this was the thirteenth
me and said: ‘What do you think of |

round.” o it was. We had not thought
of that. This remark about the thir-
teen hoodoo seemed to have some ef-
fect upon the star figure in this crap
play, and it was plain to me that he
wag very nervous indeed. Nobody else
would risk a cent on the line for this
throw of the dice. Ciint takes them up
and rubs them once more good and
hard. Then he sent them a smashing
throw against the side of the table and
sent them spinning in the opposite
corner. Onc of them stopped. The
other continued to spin. The still dice
showed an ace, and it was any kind
of a bet that would be‘craps.” It
was a moment of suspense to the house
and player—and myself—when down
goes the spinning dice and turns over,
showing a six!

“ ‘Kismet,’ says Clint in a suppressed
voice.

PLAYERS DIVIDIE 816,384,

“The man of the house flushed scar-
let. ‘Rolls geven,” he said in a m~no-
tonous tone, just as if it had been a
r-ass for $1, and counts out from a wad
of money taken from the safe $8,192
more, which Thompson scooped in and
placed in various vnockets. The house
anncunced that business was suspend-
ed for that evening, and the faro deal-
ers turned cver the boxes. We went
to the hotel and divided evenly the
$16,384¢ won, depositing the money with
the night clerk, who placed it in the
safe.

“About a year ago, after I had come
TFlast and drifted into the government
service, I met Clint Thompson—but
that was not his names now—on Penn-
gylvania avenue, as ‘Pandsome and
groomed a citizen as you could pick
out in a day’s walk through the metro-
pelis. He informed me that he was
now a successful lawyer in New York
city. He had gone to Michigan, given
himeelf up for that shocting scrape at
ccllege, won out on a plea of self-de-
fense, married the girl over whom
the row came about, taken a course of
treatment for that hypo habit, got cur-
ed-—and never gambled for a penny
since the nieht he mada thirteen pass-
es at craps.”

As they separated, one of the book-
ies remarked that “anybody can shoot
me for my bankroll, and if he can
make thirteen passes at craps I'll de-
liver the goods.”

“Well, just you make that crack in
Baker City,” answered the government
clerk, “and you will get all the tak-
ers you want for the lmit.”
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