
HEAVY WHEAT HM
A FRACTIONAL DECLINE IN PUKES

AT ALL THE PRINCIPAL
POINTS

SHIPMENTS CONTINUE LARGE

Fared g-n Cables Geac-rsilly Low

Ar. cTuine < i*4»i» Sniii to Have

Suffered Damage Fro a* Hull

Talk of Manipulation of Prices In

Cliloaffo N«> Evidence Y«*< of H«*-
plenlshment «*i" European Stocks.

The wheat market throughout the week
ws - :.il the ctoe *cc on Sat-
urday wei * lower at all the principal points
th:y the Saturday preceding. The following
aie the ; i-icih for the .\;.ty option at the
dates and in the markets: named:

Dec. 10. Dec. 3.
Minneapolis til"-* Of' 1.,

BaVi 7iV t
Duluth yy yy
St. Lib-is iiv;s 69%
New i'ork 7":X717s

i m a decline of %c at Min-
neapolis. Chicago, J_c at Duluth, lc
at SL L- at New York.

The 1 ndaj was quiet in Chicago,
and genera] stagnation prevailed both there
and a: Minneapolis. There were reports from
New York of increased shipments for ex-
port. C b!e advices ;ilso Indicated R oonsld-

:it in the Black sea. Liverpool
qm l '\ver. Tin sluggishness com-
tinued until Wednesdays «fh( n there was a
slight rally. Although there appeared to be
no ahatetmeat iv the foreign demand prices
did not maintain their strength in the faca
of weakness reported fr m Liverpool, and
holders with impaired or small margins
showed a disposition to realize profits, caus-
ing a further decline. There were reports
later in the week of unfavorable conditions iv j
Argentina, where it was said much damage |

had been caused by sewn- hall c orms. The |
Increase in \ isible supply was reported to

be smaller than expected, which gave some
sup;.:- to bears. Rumors were current in
Chicago also during the week to the effect

tt Mr. Armour and others were manlpulat- !
Ing the market with a view to widening the 'spi .-I the December and May op-
tions. A hull argument 0* reports

tha- tanding the improved weather
it to country ele-

vators la the Northwest, the receipts wero
itely two-thirds less than they were

ow storm.

There has tn en good buying of the Decem-
ber option. It is understood that a consid- j
era ble short interest exists In Chicago, as

SS in New York.- iii this future, as well
md this is a card upon which •

are relying. Meanwhile European
effect that there is no

per :rease in the accumulation of
This is an argument which

is I use of by the bulls. It is evi-
ih ii that the great volume of wheat and j
flou ig exported from thia country
1 ig into the markets for
Imi sumption, and that If there i-
to be any replenishment of stocks from tha
Vn-. \u25a0 ' \u25a0 en Intimated bj th 1
Eui . papers, the export demand
wiil nuous for a long period to

come Upon this point the following trom. rpool Corn Trade News uf
Ne.. .2 is interesting:

sition on this side of the Atlantic
continu orily strong, and here ln

stoi k is so small that shorl -
hi: take liberties with the market

tig D cember, while the discount at
lone March or May can be pi;

\u25a0 mptation to sell these dis
Itions until the results of the Arge.

• \u25a0:. 7- definitely gauged. Any i\al
di-:- ter to that marl it v mid at once put
these months to the level of, pos.-Ibly to a

.11 0 er, D< inber; .ul so far nothing
can be s lid of pi iects thi re 1 sci pt
that .- Uli n. cud that shippi r-
have are that Europe is infoi m d

to America, the Wi Mem re-
me on their la;e prodigious scale,

and ;. course, with the close of
navigation, a falling off Is cer am, they will

bly continue heavy until Christmas, and
it Wi -, ll must always

th it io a:; e\ en larg< r 1 xl. Nt
Itputs an end to the homi absorption of wl
and flour. Itu^sia seems dhposed to ?pr ad

liveries over a ! I than v
and with lai hr p rts it is

I likely that in these day.- of powerful "ice-any mirk, d . of supp.-ea
tie nci v 'ii be seen.

; li ive for the moment cea ed :o have
much active influenci on ralues, but the
outioi 1; is still doubtful. : [| r mains one
of the fact irs In favor of higher values. Mill-

;

»7,:- not apparently look for any
•mpri vi \u25a0 it in price In the near future, and I
the redi •\u25a0 -.-, of 6d pr sack Lhat they have
made t -. appointing de- :
mand in this market.

* * •
COMPARATIVE WHEAT RECEIPT&

I wheat at winter and spring ;
grain tn rkets for twenty-three weeks, July '1 to Di c. 5, with as In bushels. \u25a0

innati P Ice Current-
Ct . . IS9B. 1897. 1896.St, VOU:s 10.4C8.000 8.590.000 9,128,006
}"v' ' 9,117, 1 8,1! 0 5.841D< troll 2,927,1 10 3, 154 000 2 241 100Kansas City .. 19,086.000 21,408,000 5*282'
Clin innati .. .. 329,000 * I 000 625,000 j

Winter wheat 41.867.000 41,946.000 23,120 000
19,837,000 20 "7 000 15 5

\u25a0 .-ii. 1 6,248,000 5.2 >7,000 ' 5,051
lis ... :^ 808,000 11.7 (8,000 36 839 100

Duluth _r,737,000 32,997.00

Spring wheat. 112,630,000 100,019,000 92 513 000 !Ag. • Ti
weeks 154.497,000 141.9a5.000 115 644 000Winter, past wk 1,218,006 930,600 604000Elfring, past wk 8.464,000 5,652,000 2,y

Total, week.. 9,«82,006 fi.;r,82.000 8378,060
Previous week. 8.50L000 6,606.600 _,654,Q00

The total receipts of wheat at primary
markets for twenty-three weeks from July 1 !
to Dec 5, with comparisons for ten years I
iirr- shown tn the fol'owing:
1808 154.4W.000 1893 108.165.000'
1897 -41,965,.8e*.1-92 176,520 000
183fi 115,644,000 1891 159.571 000
1895 mfiS.-i.OOO^SSo 68,628,000
18M 108.737,000 ISBO _M__,ooo

The receipts of wheat the past week at

X Hands and Limbs Covered with
Blisters and Great

Red Blotches.
Scratched Until Almost Wild-

Burned Like Fire. Sleep
Impossible.

Cuticura Brings Speedy Relief,
and a Permanent Cure

at a Cost of $2.
Iwas a sufferer for eight years from that

most distressing of all diseases, Eczema. I
tried some of the best physicians in tho
country, bat thoy did me little good. Tho
jiul'.iisof my hands were covered, and would
become inllamed; littlewhite blisters at first
would appear, then they would peel off. leav-
inga red, smooth surface which would burn
like lire nnd Itch; well, there i3noname for
It. On the insidcoi the upper partof both my
limt -t, great red blotches, not unlike hives,
would appear, and as soon as I became warm,
the burning and itching would begin. Night
alter night I would lie awake all night a:ul
scraflih and ahm>Bt go wild. Iheard ofCu'i'i-
<ti'.Y Rn.MEDiEs, gotabox ofCiTH.imA(oint-

ment), a bottle of Ccrnouna REsbtv-arrand
gave them a thorough trial, and after a few
applications Inoticed the redness and inflam-
mation disappear; before Ihad used one box
there va3 not a sis" "/ Eczemm left. I can
truthfully assert that $_.0e worth ofCutictka
B-oncDiES cured mo.
J. D. POIITE, 1115Carson St., Pittsburg, Pa.

Itchin" humora, torturiaf, <li»fij;uri*igecscmas, and
every ipccien of itcWlcg, burning, sc»lv, crueted, ar.d
pimi.'.y»lun and scalp diaeasce, with dr), thin, and fi'll-

lnginir. in»tantly relieved hy a single application, nnd

•peedily a:sd economically curr-d by CcTicuß.. KitJiE-

diks, when all elae *UU.
ISSr IST BKI.IKFANB SpatliV CI'RK TbBATMBKTFOB

Br-_v ilu_oit. — Warm bath* wi.li CLTiCNU Soap,

-rentlc anointing* "Hth COTICUBA (ointment), pure»t of
SmolliiTt»kin'curei, and mila uu«t-i ot Ccikoha Ke-
•OLVKiir, greater of blood puritier*and humor curea.

Sold throutrhouttae vrorld. Pottkb Duco ANnCniM.
Coup., Sole Prop*-. Bo«tnii.
mg- - AU llmmi!*-*'nintf-i Skin, aud Scalp," mailed (tea

p imury markets compare with the preceding
\u25a0'. corresponding week last year, as

• d by the Cincinnati Price Current, as
fcLows:

Past Preceding Last
Week. Week. Year.

St. Louis 386.000 393,000 220,000
Toledo 251.000 ISO.OOO 105.000
Detroit 88.008 66,000 49,000
Kansas City 478.000 541,000 531.000
Cincinnati 15 wo- IG.OOO 16.000

793.(W0 918,000 976.000
Mil**lukoe 395.000 38L090 273.000

apolis 2.791.000 2,392.000 2.411.000
Duluth #,485,000 3.612.000 1,962.000

Totals 9.G52.000 8.501,000 G,582,000
* * •

BEBRBOHIM WHEAT REVIEW.

Beerbohm's London List of Nov. 25 says:
A very steady tone has prevailed during the
past week, and indeed rather better prices
are obtainable for near wheat than at the

st week, this being of course a
direct result of the very short stocks on
hand, which show no signs of being replen-
ished this side of Christmas. Host people,
it may oe said, hold the opinion that loweT
prices must finally ensue because of the
immense production of wheat this year, but
very tew would venture to predict the exact

: date of the expected decline, which in fact
lis being Indefinitely postponed. The truth

I evidently is that the level of price is already
1 moderate enough under the circumstances,
! and before any one can reasonably expect

values to give way there must be reconstl-
I tuiion oi' the Stocks in this country. These

stocks in first hand-: are -till the lowest per-
il.ms en record for the time of year.

There is no doubt that the course of the
: market in the early part of next year will
j largely depend upon the outturn of Argen-

-1 tina; already there are estimates, mentioned
above, of a large surplus fjr export, but it

I will probably be Impossible to judge with
j any approach to accuracy before January.
Mian while, as we have said, there is nothing
In view calculated ti materially change tho
present condition of the markets.

* * •
AS TO PRICES OF WHEAT.

America's bumper rron of wheat Is being
I marketed in a quiet way, with prices Influ-
j ©need solely by a legitimate demand. Pyro-

technic attachments are lacking this year
'for there is nothing the plunger can use as a

j lever. European requirements, oaceasibly,
i are not so large as a year ago; never

foreign buying is tlie main support ot the
market. This has beon helped by a further
decline in ocean freights. South Africa has
lv . n a buyer, and it *s this demand, small
though It may be, from those portions of the
world where it was not expected, that assists
In maintaining prices in this country at the
pi i sent level.

'i'!H re does not appear to be any prospect of
the foreign demand becoming less, in fact, a
New York authority is of the opinion that
many European nations lssuo estimates of
ample production for the transparent purpose
of securing cheaper wheat. Inasmuch a., they
continue purchasing to this country. Spec-
ulators rely upon sensational news to affect

but there is very little to be had ar.d
the result is that the fluctuations in values
are immaterial. The condition of the wheat
crop in the Argentine, owing to the surplus
that may be raised tliere for export, is excit-
; ig considerable Interest but the report"* are
so conflicting as to b" of no practical value.
Corn appears to be maintaining an appear-
ance of strength in the matter of vauuea, ar.d
should this continue, wheat prices must be
helped somewhat.—Cincinnati Price Current.

* * »
THINK WHEAT TOO LOW.

While we think wheat is too low for the
facts, and that r.ur own bread and seed with
tiie wants of the old world wiil require it
all at a good price before the harvest of 1599
Is In the market, yet it must be remembered j
t.h.3it, owing to our currency basis or some |
other cause, all price's of agricultural aid ;
manufactured products ara and for a few ;

- have beeii abnormally low. Corn, hay, !
hogs, cotton, steel, nails, hard war?, cotton I
c'otly, clo'thing—nearly everything not af- |
fected by a natural! shortage (like beef, ap- 1

pies, etc., at present) or a trust, patent or j
other monopoly—all are abnormally low as !

tred with the years from IS?6 to _B_o. j
. wheat at ab nit 70 cents at interior |

l dints in Ohio and neighboring ;
is above the present average cf other j

commodities. And still wr> think our small !
visib'e supply and immense foreign demand. indicate something of an advance.—Ohio '
!' rmer, Dec. 8.

* « *LIVE STOCK MARKETS.
The past week has been active generally

at tho union stock yards, South St. Paul,
though receipts were smaller. There were 1
\u25a0-.'••! cars received, against 259 the previous j
'\u25a0\u25a0 k, being a decrease of 25. The re Ipts
of live stock were: Cattle, 2,404; calves, 661:, 6,323, horses, 2. The

\u25a0 nding Dec. 3 there were received: Cattle. !
3,222; calves, 1,256; hogs, 10.231; sheep, 1,836. |

how a decrease in cattle of
818; in calves, 595; in hogs, 2,168, and an in-
crease in sheep of 5 087.

The killings of Swift & Co. during the we k
calves, 11; sheep. 761; hogs,

6,953 The killings of the week previous were:
Cattle, 801; calves, 11; sheep, 860; hogs B,*W
These figures show an increase in cattle of 35;
a decrease in sheep of 99; hogs, 1,347, with
calves equal.

The quality of cattle in the general runwas fair (with some good steers in small
lots), which assisted in raiting the average-
grade of butcher stock offering. The demandhas been soin, what larger than usual forgrades suitable for the lumber and mining
camps. This cauesed a readier sale for can"ning stock. While prices as a rule w. re-
somewhat lower all around, owing to a con-
siderable decline in Chicago, the eauival.ntwas well maintained in favor of this mar-
ket. There was little demand for stockersand feeders, cr for small calves, which were
with difficulty disposed of. The weather was
not favorable for the handling of these, and

v d belt r have been kept at home.Thi hog market was active, a::d an im-
provement in pi ices was realized. Buyers for
the packing house did not tacrine to enter
the market very strongly at one period dur-
ing the week, even at the lower prices pre-
vailing, but a movement suddenly developed
which included dt mands from Armour &Co., which had the effect of sending prices
to a higher plane, and the week closedstrong.

We quote: Good dry-fed steers. $4.70@5'
medium, ?4.30Ji4.60; choice dry-fed cows and
heifers, $3.50*g4; common, $2.50©3.20; can-
ners, H.7_@2.25; fat bulls, $3(§3.50; com-

i mon, $2.75ft2.75; veal calves, vhoice, $5@5J50;
I common and heavy, $3.75@4.50; feeders $2 50, (53.75; stockers, choice, $3.40@3.60; e.mmoni $3@3.25; off colors, ?2.50@2.75; choice steerj calves, ?3.75@4; fair to good, $3.25«3.50- com
l mon and off-colors, $2.50@3; stock cows ana

heifers, $2.50®8. Milkers and springers are
*2.5u@5 lower than a week ago. Choicegood quality and good size, $36©41 i; common
$25^ 30.

Hogs were steady to strong Saturday atFriday's prices: Top, $3.25; bulk, $3.20^3__!%; packers, $2.90; pigs, $2.85.
Sheep were steady at previous week**prices, with very few coming in. Good fat

lambs. |_,75@5; fair to good, fs4©_,7s; good
mutton, $3.7.ea4.25; fair t0 gcycd g^^
There is not much demand for feeders, and
few coming in.

* * *MAKE THE CATTLE GOOD.
The coming of the Chri. tmas cattle has

emphasized the market spread between the
top lots and unfinished cattle. The demand
for ripened beeves Ls good aud pries are
30c to 50c per hundred higher rhan at this
time last year on this class. A couple ofconsignments of Christmas cattle—Aberdeen-
Angus as usual—topped the market last week
at $5.90, and lt is passible that a better price
may yet be made. At all events, corn iswell sold that is used to finish cattle at tbe
present time. Many are coining to market
that lack from thirty to ninety days finish-
ing—a condition seemingly without excuse
Half-fat cattle are in too great supply. Tha
feed-lots are largely filled and demand from
that source is slack. A little later a marketfor stockers to range the fodder fields will
likely spring up, but there ls little demand
for short-fed cattle to be returned to the
country for finishing. Marketmen do not sup-
ply an explanation of the presence of half-
fat cattle in large numbers.

Quality rather than weight is the demand-
Breeders' Gazette.

* • *HOGS IN CHICAGO MARKET.
Hogs have been coming to market in large

numbers. Last week's run was more than
79,000 larger than tha preceding week. Threereasons for the free marketing niay be
mentioned: First. *hogs are plentiful; sec-
ond, disease is active in perhaps more than
an average degree, and third, the country
has some decided views as to the futureprice of corn and of hogs. Notwithstanding
the huge crops figured out on paper, ths
farmers believe in a higher prlc?. The enor-
mous exports and the undoubted damage
done by prolonged wet weather this fail—of
which the government report took no note-
combine to give confidence to a better price.
On the other hand an impression prevails
that the packers have the hog market
"pegged" and are determined to prevent an
advance. That they control th? situation in
times of ordinary demand goes without say-
ing. Taken together these three reasons

doubtless account ln general for a run of
hogs that ls very noteworthy in numbers.—
Breeders' Gazette.

• • •
SHEEP ON FEED.

It Is getting very hard to estimate ait th_n
season of the year, even approximately, the
number of sheep on feed. Formerly, moat of
the Western sheep wero In the hands of
big operators at established feeding points,
but now small farmers have gone Into the
business so extensively that there ls no toll-
ing, except by returns at the market cen-
ters, how many sheep are fed. Some, basing
their opinions on the supplies at feeding
stations, think there are less, but many en-
tertain the opinion that there are more in
the aggregate than last year, from tlie fact
that there are so many In small feeders'
hiaoids.— Drovers' Journal.

• * *SOUTH ST. PAUL HORSE MARKET.
Ed W. Wentworth & Co., of the South StPaul liorso Exchange—We report the horse

market as rathe;- dull on all grades except
i on loggers, and oo them the price is con-j siderabiy lower than early to the fall. Wehave a large- assortment on hand, but don*texpect niuea denx-nd until the spring trade

begins.

• a *MIDWAY HORSE MARKET.
Barrett & Zimmerman's report of trade the

past week was characterized as quito active
in all classtis of horses. The aggregate saie.s
of farm hor&es are in large excess over any
week the last six months. General purpose
and driving horses also more looked for, j
The principal volume, of the outgoing stock
consist, d of logging horses. Logging menwere we:i represented on the market, whosepurchases as a rule, were limited to small
qui_ntit.es to make up deficiencies to their
logging camps. The nominal value of serv-
iceable sound horses from four to eight years

; as fu.lows: '
! 1 iraiUi-o, choice to extra to $135
i urartens, common to good 75 to 90ii horses, choice to extra 75 to 90I-arm horses, common to g00d.... 50 to 70

Drivers, common to g>od to 100• * *CHICAGO HORSE MARKET.
F. J. Berry & Co. say: The volume of re- '! ceipts have beon about the Mime as for thej preceding weak, but the tone of the markethas been considerably imr>r;v. d. large-sized

! stylish drivers of tho different classes and1 choice heavy drafters attlJ leading la demand
; but all classes and grades of horses, except-
| ing small stuff, hive sold readily at very fairprices. There has been some increase in

both foreign and domestic trade lately.
• * *FRENCH DUTY ON HORSES.

The $10 duty Imposed by France on our; horses has killed the trade with that coun-try 111 the medium classes. Some little busi-ness is yet doing in the better grades. Big
coach horsss and omnibus horses are in de-
mand tor that country, notwithstanding theduty. _ize is demanded. The market hassmall use for little ones, either for har-ness work or draft. Ponies are good prop-
erty—smart, trappy-gaked pontas—but littlehorses are at a discount. A light horse must
have a .ot of beauty and speed to give him
value. Size and attractive action in a bighorse make the winning combination. Sign 3are not lacking of a revival of interest in the

j 16._-hand horse; for harness work the EaatI has preferred them under 1G hands, or at
j least not rising that height, but real coachy 1
patterns seem to be coming back into favor
This makes it all the harder for the horse-br< eder. The difficulty in producing a fine

handsome horse Increases with every ad-
d*tkJß*| half-inch at the withers. Tho good
big ones are not easily grown, but a judi-
cious use ci the coaeii sUi.ion or the Hack-
ney wil. produce them. The man who wastes
time and money on little "knot-head" stal-
lions that possess no otber quality thanspeed will have his experience for his trou-
ble.— .Breeder.,' GaZeUe.

• * *
CHICAGO LIVE STOCK.

The receipts of live stock at Chicago last
week were cattle, 56,200, against 52 273 the
week previous, showing an increase of -,90ft.
Receipts the same week a year a^o were
46,995, showing an increase this year of
about 'J.too.

Receipts of hogs were 252.000 last week,
against 272,741 the same week last year, be-ing a decrease of 20,711. Last year during
the samo week the receipts were 221.063. or
about 29000 less than the present year.

Receipts of sheep were 70,000 last weekagainst 70,824 the week previous, being a
decrease of 524. Last year they wero 61,-
---669, being a decrease of about 5.300.

* * *ST. PAUL PRODUCE.
The week was marked by a decline of anaverage of 4c for buttor, and this extendedproportionately to all grades. The cause is

attributed to sales of overstocks in the East
at the higher prices, particularly in New
York. There has been a very limited call
for shipping. The turn Is believed to bewholly due to unloading by speculators.

Eggs are steady and in good demand. Re,
ceipts of fresh stock have been very light,
ar.d the storage c-ggs are coming forth \u.&meeting a good demand.

Cheese continues firm and in good dc--
mand.

Dressed poultry is selling well at good
prices. The Season Is now approach ing itsheight. The spring chicken and turkey mar-
kets are particularly active.

Teachers' and Students' Christmas
Excursions.

On December 23rd the Wisconsin CentralLimes will sell excursion tickets at greatly
reduced rates. For particulars call at CityTicket Office, 373 Robert street.

Comfortable Chair.
P^fi^rh '" I Ut_16 wn on the SouthernPacific the other day." said an exp?rt v.hois frequently called upon to doctor machineryplants at outlying places, "and happened onan exceedingly curious device. The weather
ZPiZ^F aU K,a V?lf yonl* oid fellow wassitang on a big chair in front of a store.Fixed vertically on each chair-arm was arapidly revolving palm leaf fan. Presentlythey stopped, and OBEreupon the fat manarose When he sat down again the? star*t? P' lw,alkc,d over and examined the ma-chine and found that the tans were actuatedby a system ef cogs under the seat Theyhad a spring which was wound by the Wf i'vof the person in the chair. When he got unthe seat rose slightly and it was read; forrewinding. The old man told me hetoulhtthe thin*; years ag 3 from a peddler and ithas been a great comfort in -__Ln_r I
life. —New Orleans Times-Democrat.

Go South This V/lnter.
For the present winter seas;n the Louis

ville & Naahviße Railroad Company hasim-proved Its a ready nearly perfect through
service cf Pul-man Vestibuled Sleeping Carsaa* elegant day coaches from CincinnatiLouisville, St. Louis and Chicago, to MohilV.'
New Orleans and the Gulf Coast Thomas-

I ville, Ga.. Pensaeola, Jacksonville' TamraPaim Beach and other p. ints in Florida Per'feet connec-ion will be made with steamerlines for Cuba, Porto Rico, Nassau and "WestIndian ports. Tourist and home-seekers' ex-cursion tickets on sale nt low rate 3. WriteC. P. Atmore, general passenger agent, Louis-
ville, Ky., for particulars.

Drejftis' Mail.
Hess tells how secret notes were convey

to Dreyfus. His linen was washed at theIsle Royaie. and the notes were slipped Intothe wristbands of the shirts, which were un-picked, and then resewed for the purpose
—New York Press.

The Rook of Refuse.
In the Sandwich Islands there ls a spotcalled the Rock of Refuge. If the criminalreaches this rock before capture ho is safeas long as he remains there. Usually h:«family supply him with food until he is able

to niakj his esoape. but he ls never allowedto return to his own tribe.

.leitisiileiii Church Bella.
The ringing of bells at the new church at

Jerusalem is an interesting new departure
in Christian worship in Palestine. Thereare three bells, and the right to use th^mis one of the minor concessions of the sultanto his friend the kai=er. For over 300 years
the use of bells has been forbidden to theChristian churches in the Holy Land.
THROUGH CARS TO CALIFORNIA.

Quick Time Best Service.
Tourist car running through to LosAn«eies leaves Twin Cities every Thursday

via The North-Western Line**-C St PM. & O. Ry.-the Pioneer through' car' linefrom the Twin Cities to California, inakine
tbe following fast time:

Leace Minneapolis 7:10 p. m., St. Paul 745p. m. Thursday, arrive Ogden 1:40 a inSunday. San Francisco 9:45 a. m. Monday
Los Angeles 7:30 a. m. Tuesday.

For tickets at lowest rates and other in-formation call at 413 Nicollet avenue. Minne-apolis, and 3»5 Robert street, St. Paul or
address T. W. Teasdale. general passenser

• agent, St. Paak * '
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NEEDLES NOT TRUE
AN ELEMENT OF MYSTERY IH

THE WRECKS OX LAKE
SUPERIOR

BEDS OF MAGNETIC IRON ORE

They Have a Dad Effect Ipon Com-
jMisMfs, and Are Believed to Re
it-\u25a0s*:o*».si Me for Many of the
Hulks on the R-B*_e*_, North
Shore All C'arsr'o Records Are
Broken Dnring- the Past Seaso-n.

From the New York Sun.
There is an element of mystery in

the many wrecks which occur along
the north shore of Lake Superior which
gives added interest to the marine
skeletons that lie along the rugged
coast. In the .November and Decem-
ber storms that sweep over the lakes
accompanied by driving sleet or snow!
the masters of ships going up to Du-
luth or from the city toward the Saulttry to get under the lee of the northshore. Its wooded banks, often risingsheer from the water for hundreds offeet, and for 20G miles a mass of rockwith scarcely a landing place breakthe force of the north winds and give
protection to the ships. Lake mastersare accustomed to sail in part by sightand sound, and not entirely by thecompass, like the ocean navigatorsThey creep up toward where the shoreought to lie, sounding their fog whis-
U?- S i.all,.the time

' tiU they Set ar* echo\\ uh the coast thus picked up they(Steer parallel to it, judging their dis-
tance by the intervals between thewhistles and the echoes and by thecomparative stillness of the water inwhich they are. The shores are invis-ible, and the compass is relied on
chiefly to give a general direction andguidance. It is a skillful trade, and
the risks taken along such a shore asthat of rocky Lake Superior are great,
but usually the vessel comes sliding
into port covered from stem to rudder
with white ice, a trifle behind time,
perhaps, but ready for another bout
with the elements as soon as her cargo
Is taken out and another put in itsplace.

But the north shore of the lake, be-sides being as rugged as that of Green-
land, is no straight line, it is a suc-
cession of bays and points the formerdeep and narrow, the latter runningfar out and ending in series of islandsSometimes the islands are emphasized
by rock reefs extending still further
into the open lake and close enough to
the surface to reach any ship unwary
enough to come over them. To the
captain standing on his bridge thesleet driven by gale, hid exposed' faceas he listen to the whistle and its dis-tant echo, that echo grows more dis-
tant till it almost dies away, and he
heads a point or two closer to the shore
to take it up again. He knows thebays and reefs, for his charts are be-fore him, and his compass shows himhe is safe. Suddenly a darker black-ness than tho storm looms before him
and before the headway of the ship
can be chocked materially her keelgrinds against the beach or her bowruns chock into a sheer ledge of rocks
that rises far above his vision.

COMPASS IN ERROR.
How a ship's compass could lead her

master astray in such manner has
been one of the mysteries of Lake Su-
perior for years. The boat of a man
now in Duluth suffered a week ago at
a time when he knew his compasses
were right. His ship was heading for
Duluth, and for safety was two points
south of her course, which should have
taken her to the entry at Superior,
seven miles south from the harbor en-
trance at Duluth. Without warning
the vessel grated on a luach and stop-
ped. An investigation showed her to
be on the sand bank at the mouth ofKnife river, twenty miles east from
Duluth. She was heading directly uu
the river, almost due north, but thecompass still heid two points south of
the course for Duluth. The boat had,
by the charts, turned almost a right
angle. Within 126 feet of either side
rock reefs ran out into the lake on
which she might have cut herself to
pieces. To the southerly side, where a
trifling less deviation would have taken
the vessel, lay an island of rock that
wouid have driven her bow hack to
her engines and hunched her up into a
circle. As ii was a tug pulled her oil
and a survey showed not a dollar of
damage. Many such a casualty ha.*
occurred from time to time, and the
river on which this t>oat brought np
has been the scene of two or three
groundings every season for years.
Some of them have resulted luekil>,
others have been total losses. The
only explanation for the.se groundings
and deviations, according to shipmas-
ters here, is that a great bed of mag-
netic iron sand lies in the bed of the
stream covered by the washings of
quartz sand from the rocks of the lak*.

The same explanation may account
for the recent disasteis at other points
on the north shore. Indeed, at a gath-
ering of vessel captains in an agent's
office recently they were discussing th*
remarkable aberrations of compassea
this fall, which every man had noticed
lar more than in any previous year
During the week one of the captains
of the great Wilson fleet, a man notedas the best and most careful skipper
m this line, who has not cost his com-pany a cent for repairs in years, found
nimself on the north shore and threepoints off his course. He got off with-
out much loss, but the fact was nonethe less remarkable. How did he getthere, and what causes the deviation?
There have been probably a score of I
strandings that have not been report-
ed and have happily resulted in no
loss, but are utterly unexplalnable. E\-ery captain in the group the other day
agreed that there had been a deviation
this fall which had not been roticea
during the summer nor ever before,
and none could explain it. The com-
passes seemed to be wild.

MAGNETIC ORE.
Every river that flows into Lake Su- {

perior from the north between Duluth
and the international boundary has its
source in hills that are more or less !
filled with magnetic iron ore. The
sands from these ores are borne on the I
swift mountain currents to the lake ''and settle there, and their influence is j
felt fifty to seventy-five miles out to I
sea, it is asserted. This is the only j
explanation the skippers give for the !
disasters on Lake Superior, but it has \u25a0

never been proved correct. What gives
a more decided orTset to f.he needle in
the late fall, at the very .time when it
is most depended on, is, one of tbe
deep mysteries of a lake that has many
mysteries. But that such is a fact ev-
ery lake captain will assert.

An unusual feature of |he year has
been the number of heavy losses of the
"touch and go" vaii^y, cases where
some steel ship has found the bottom
or some rock in a place where a rock !
cr the bottom was never discovered be-
fore. These steel ships weigh 3,000 j
tons or so, and they have loads from j
4,000 to 6,000 tons more, and, when they
hit something, no matter how softly,
there is a crash. These little losses
have cost from $1,500 to's4o,ooo each,
and there have been- scopes of them
this season.

A good many weli-known names
have disappeared from the lakes this
year. Fifty ships have been taken to
the ocean during the past two months,
something that is new to lake vessel j
men, for there hag never been an At- j
lantic demand for lake-built boats be- I
fore. It is Quite likely that some of the i
fifty will not come back, for they are j
n»t of a construction to stand the rack j
of the ocean very many years. The
drain to the ocean has taken from the j
lakes tonnage capable of carrying I

about 3,000,000 tons of freight in a sea- ]
son, and, with the Losses of the year, I
they make a hole in capacity that can-
not be filled by the shipyards in one
year, at any rate. It is not beyond ihe: truth to say that, with the expected
growth of freight pressing for ship-

! ment. East next year, there will be a
famine of ships, and rates will be very
much higher than in the past year.

I This famine may be a most serious
matter to the iron miners and the grain

I growers of the Northwest, and to the
coal consumers who get their supplies

from the mines of Pennsylvania and
Ohio.

CARGO RECORDS.
Every record of carrying has been

smashed time and again during the
year. Early in the season the steel
freighter Andrew Carnegie put the
broom at her masthead, with a cargo

of 230,000 bushels of corn, or 6,440 tons,

and the schooner Polynesia led her
| class with 5,729 tons of ore. Soon there
j came the magnificent steamer Linn,

| with cargoes of 6,314 tons of ore and
! 6,496 tons of corn, and the immense
wood schooner Australia, sister to the
Polynesia, carried 6,318 tons of wheat.
A little later the Superior City was
launched and took the lead at once
with loads of 7,463 tons of corn and
7,56- tons of ore. Then came the
schooner John Fritz, which carried out
of Duluth 7,795 tons of ore, and her
sister, the John A. Roebling, took 7,865

tons. The Superior City still holds the
broom for ships of her class, and the
Roebling for schooners. The steamer
Morse, twenty-five feet longer than the
Superior City, has not carried so large

a load and is not intended to do so,
having other functions that her build-
ers deem more important. All these
ships are of what is known as the 400-

I foot class, the Morse being 475 long
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| and the Carnegie, the shortest steamer
of the lot, 420. A cargo was carried
by the Mohawk that was valued at
$.00,000, being the most costly taken on
the lakes for many a day. It was all
copper and flour. The 7,56_ tons of ore
carried in one load by the Superior
City was discharged in twelve hours,
14:> men being engaged in the labor.
The Carnegie took *J32,100 bushels of
oats at a load, almost an elevator.full.
TVlore than 18,000 tons were moved in
one tow by one engine, at a low cost
never before approached.

AN ARCTIC PATH.
Plan to Reach the North Pole by

Icebreakers.
From the New York Tribune.

Admiral Makaroff, the well-known
explorer of the North Pacific, has late-
ly made the proposal to reacn the
North pole by means of powerful ice
breakers. The proposal sounds rather
strange at first, but the Russian ad-
miral bases it on sound scientific rea-
soning and a good deal of actual ex-
perience.

Ice breakers have been used in Rus-
sia (at Cronstadt) since 1864, and lately
great progress was achieved in their
construction ln America by arming
such vessels with two screws at the
stern and a third one at the stem. The
American ice breaker Ste. Marie, 3,600
horse power, easily sails through ice
two and one-half feet thick, and
pierces ice walls fifteen feet high.
Still more powerful ice breakers have
lately been built in America, and in
this country (England) for the Trans-
Siberian railway and the port of Vla-
divostok. Taking into account that,
according to Nansen, the ice walls (to-
roses) in the Arctic basin seldom at-

, tain ths height of twenty-flvs feet, and

that the Polar sea is free from i?e
over at least one third of its surface,
while all the ice is weakened in sum-
mer by thawing, and especially by in-
terior canals, due to accumulations of
salt, and by crevices, Admiral Maka-
roff concludes that an ice-breaking
elearner of 20.000 horse power would
overcome all the difficulties whi h po-
lar ice may oppose to her progress.

The distance between the latitat* I
78 degrees north to the pole b.-isg 720
miles, he calculates the various sp. da
at which such a steamer could make
her way through the ice of various
thicknesses from four to seven i \u25a0• t.
and he finds that the total distance
could be covered in twelve days. Mo? •-
ever, instead of one ice breaker of 20,-
--000 horse power, it would be advan-
tageous to have two such vessel a oi
10,000 horse power each. It having late-
ly been proved by actual experiment
in Russia that two ice breakers, placed
one behind the other, and the rear one
pushing the front one by means of a
special wooden frame, act as effective-
ly a3 one single ice breaker of a dou-
ble force. Admiral Makaroft's pro-
posal is. therefore, to build two special
ice breakers of 6.C00 tons and 10.000
horse power each, provided with a -m
screws, and to force a way through
the ice to the pole.

More Cut Rate, to the Eaat.

On sale Dec. 15th to 28th, good returniig
Jan. 31st:
Albany and return ISK.GO
Syracuse an_ return $32.50
Boston and rertura $45.00
New York and return $41."*
Buffalo and return J.6.&9
Hamilton and return $26.50
Toronto and return J2i".r>a
Montreal and return $31.50
and all points in Canada. New England an!
New York. For particulars call at Cltjr
Ticket Offlce, Wiscoushi Cen-tral Lines, 371
Robert strMt.


