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Tin- wheat v: rket during the past week
U a flight improvement in j

pri es in aii Vm- principal lr.arkcts, although
uspicu us y dull m^at of-

tin time, dvi chiefly to the cear approach
o:' t'. -. At the <!.-.-.(' Filday, p nding
the three days of Saturday, Sunday and .\l.n-
day, during which no trading will take place,

tli. gc n< ;-.!. i. ne was strcng.

the prices of the May j
n ;it t:u close of business F;iday, D?c.

23, . IT, in the markets |
nani. !

Dec. 23. Dr-. 17. ;
Minneapolis Mtf 66
Chicago 68% '"7s
Duluta t:Ts 05-^ i

Sr. Louis 'i'-'w ~':'s
New V«-rk Tl'.1,. 71%

\u25a0 . . gain in Minn; apo.is '01' IV. I . DUlUti I-".!., St. L.'.U:S 2c j

1 i rk ;\u25a0-(\u25a0.

Tl \u25a0 s was strong, and at
Dg of the Saturday

l i.i- was or.<- ejiiifly to s.reng v
. \u25a0

\u0084 uol cables.
• h< avy iains in !

Argentine which were calculated to caai-
ui;<- the ripenn - Heavy rains in
our own \ iDter wl were aso re-

I cy cf ;he mar-
U< t was bullish. Th( • v.:::~ considerable ac-
tivity, bu< as prices began to ris.- the hald-

shewed a dißjo sltion to j
nuick profits on realizations, and p:i-« j

consequently shaded off. The receipts in ihe j
Northwest were heavy, and. while tile world's 1
Bhipmeule were i.i>iu..i, ;. decrease on jj..s-

Tuesday, however, there v.;is a marked'
faliim; off hi ti ble ta the approach
of the hollLays. Inequality in quota.ijus
from Liverpool pn 'spocding ir.d
sympathetic conditions h. iv. The tone
throughout the day was bearish, but for a
reason or ether operates en that side were
indisposed to pre&s an> po.s<tle ad van tag 3
from that side. This resulted .n genera] dull-

W< Inesday' s trading w. s characterized'\u25a0'\u25a0'
'''>"

''"\u25a0 ': \u25a0 •• tn \u25a0: rs who had
generally closed up fur ti;.. Holiday re-ess.

inos in Liverpool also hed a dispiriting
effeel upon the scalpers. The were fairly

rei eipte. Towi rd
- the roaikei showed some Qrmness. This

condition followed th< opening Thursd
whi<-!i was, however, sllghtlj weak. Therewas considerable realization on the advance,
but. meanwhile good purchasing was notice-
able. And this con-dition continued until the
final closing for the w. fk on Friday.

Generally sp< iking, the tone is strong and,
while trad-ing will • probably be light during
this holiday week, oondiaons are tavorai>!e
for strength, win, occasional concessions in
prices as Ihe result of realisation by thebull el< in

The Nor liwestern MiHer, in Its issue of j
the 23d m--\, sjiys; |

There is a tendency on the part of specu- j
la;..is to turn from etocka to wheat, and thisIs considered to augur well for higher values

The <l ilverles of wheat by farmers have
been light for two weeks or more, bu: the

funds is calculated to in-CTeaß« \u25a0'\u25a0 \u25a0' '- U»is week at country eleva-
tors. There is now a very good supply ofcars and elevator men have been shipping
wheat to terminal markets at a brisk rate.
With the deliveries of farmers light, this has i
resulted In drawing down Btocfcs of country Ielevators vei> rapidly. There has been somebuying by teini'inal elevators here, as is cvi- I
deuced by the 747.000 increase In public j
hous 3o* Minneapolis. There is no actual j
tarrying chirge for them, but they are
bopetui of conditions changing in their lavor, I
and are accumulating s mething of a stockon Urn !\u25a0.

• • •
COMPARATIVE WHEAT RECEIPTS.

ReceiDts of wheat at winter and spring
grain markets f r 25 weeks, July i to Dec.
39, with comparisons, in bushels, compiled
by the Cincinnati I'rirc- Current:

1898. 1897. 1896.
SL- Louis 10,922,000 9,240,000 it,319,000
Toledo 9.C02.003 5.464,000 6,319,000Detroit 3,105 000 3,449,000 2*307
Kansas City 20,183,000 22,278,000 5,570,000
Cincinnati .. .. :;\u25a0;. 000 136,0 10 66 I

IVintur wheat. .44,157,000 43,867,000 24.154.000
<'lrr!iK') 22,142,000 23.882,000 15,851,000
M iwaukee .. .. 7,60t5,000 5,832,000 6,325,030
Mini ...44,4?1,000 16,492,000 W,728,000
Du.utb 53.564.000 (3,933,000 36,10]

Spring wheat.128,073,000 110,139,000 '.!5,t>05,000
25

v. ks L72,230,0C I 151,0 6,000 122,189 000Wiuti r, ; .. r
v. \u25a0 k l.i 38.0G0 965,000 388,000

past
wi . k C.440.C0 I 5,581,00 I 2,3 (0,0 10

. 7,475,000 6,£46,000 2,778,000
Previous a ek.. 10,255.000 5.155,000 3,767,000

The total v.heat at primarj- mir-
from July i to Dec. 19,

with a years, are shown
in tl r»g:
ISSB 172,230,0001893 114,882 000: I >92 187,171 000•; 122,189,000 IS9I it^.177,00<)
1893 132,935,0001890 73,701000
ISM 114,308,0001889 89,303,000

The re eip - oi wheat the past week at pri-
mary mark ;\u25a0 compared "with the i>re>ccdmg

k and corresnondlng week last year, as

FOB EIGHT YEARS
Paiji So fntense Would Nearfy

Twist Fin gars from Sockets.
Puffed Up Like a Toad.

Water Ran Through Bandages to
Floor. Had to Walk ihe Floor

Until Woull^FaU Asleep.
Fingers Peeied Like an Onion,

Doctors Could Not Cure,
Cured By Cuiicura.

About eifffatrears ago I pot sore hands, it
commenced with a kind of a burning sensa-
tion oa my augers and on t>>p of the hand.
"\Vh \u25a0-. ] i • : to rab iliciu, jou uould

ile while i:iiuples 0:1 the Ekin. 1 nibbed
morea:j(l more.nntil 1 fdt J iic0 twisting my

(•f their pockets. 1 had Uig'.i
fever, aud cold cldlis ran over me, aud so I
kc\>t it g ting until I was tired out. Nights,l
had to walk the iioor until 1 l»-iasleep.

My hands peeled like an onion, the finfrei:
nails g >: loose in tho roots,and the water ran
0:1?. ;;•; ' win revet there was a little jiiinplc,

inQing lire was, and I tell you and
can prove to you, that happened at least ten
times. 1luring the day, Ihad to attend to my
bnsi: 1 riuininca blacksmith shop,

boras 1 \u25a0.-'. a::d 1 would not shut up the
Shop foranj !>ody,bat it was hard. My hands
jiufTcd i;p v: ise than a toad. When Idrove
hors-3 nails, the water from jny hands ran
through tlie bandage, on to the floor. My

custoiueM refused to lookatiny hands. Ihad
a frien i to take me to the doctor; he jravo a
golu ion Of >o:nt;thing to bathe my hands
wiih. I w.ie workinx every day, and did not
know what to do so Iwent to another doctor,
I think lor a year. I fotnul your advertise-
ment '.:;:: Utica newspaper, and I jjotthe Cr-
TictnuA i;'.:-')i.\EvrandCcTrcuHASoAP. The

ins 1 up and peeled offand 1 don't
believe there is one of tlie firj.t nails left on
my hand-s. Wlia*. 1 have told you is true. I
«l(i this lor your benefit and homaaity's sake-
-1 wonld not Bufferany more as I did. for the
whole country. CASPER DIETSCHLER,
Feb. 22, '88. Pembroke, Genesee Co., S. Y.

Solrt rhreftghsol the world. Fottrp. DHt;r. axdChm,
t, CK»"'-. t'rupc. Boston. UowtoLure tvtryUuiuor,ii*i

.compiled by the Cincinnati Price Onrrent, *s
follsws:

Past PreT-?ding Last
Week. Week. Year.

St. Louis 220.000 294.000 369,000
To.edo 2H9.000 270,000 152,000
Detroit 78,000 100.000 56.000
Kansas City .. 525,000 572,000 373.000
Cincinnati .. .. 6 000 10.000 15,000
Chicago 1,134,000 1,171,000 2,625,000
Milwaukee .... 640,000 718,000 285.000Minneapolis ... .2,743.000 2,910.000 2,827.000
Duluth 1,923,000 4,204.000 244,000

Totals .. ..7,478,000 10,255,000 6,54<5000
• • »

OUR BREAD STUFFS ABROAD.
Three hundrc-de million dollars would just

about represent the value of our exports of
bre-adstuffs during the calendar year now
c-.csing. All of this period wo have been"ship-
ping abroad at the rate of $25,000,C00 month-
ly, and the year's total will far exceed that
of '97. The average value of the 129.000.000
buy/heat escorted is a shade le^ss than !V>c
per bu. some 10c under a year ago, while
our corn exports are both larger in volume
and higher in average value. Xovember ex-
ports cf this cereal were phenomenally large,
exceeding J5.000.000 bu. We present our usual
array of official figures.—Orange Judd Farmer.

• * •
BROOM HALL WHEAT VIEWS.

The Liverrool Corn Trade Xews of Dec. 6
in reviewing the wheat trade, says: As we
mentioned test Tuesday, the Argentine news
is likely to prove a powerful factor in deter-
niiniiiß prices at the moment. If today's re-
ports .-hould prove to be within the mark, and
it is only light to admit her.c that the Liver-
pool merchants' reports of the p: »t two or
three seasons have proved to be more reliable
t*:;ui the reports of the news agencies, then it
is probable that eeilcTS during the winter, ii
not during the remainder of the season, v.iii
have the advantage ever buyers, for, in spit".1
cf recent liberal shipments, it is patent that
millers are not in a pesition to withstand a
commercial siege. Take, for instance, the
data as ter a-s concerns our own poskion In
the United Kingdom. Early In the seas .'n
we pointed out that the consumption of
breadstufi's would In all probability show a
considerable increase as compared with for-
mer data, fcr there were no longer any largo

in\iiiii!e reserves upon which the consumer or
manufacturer could lall back as in the pra-
vious two years. We therefore reckoned the
likely requirements of the United Kingdom
during 1898-99 at a high figure, viz.: 560,000
qaurters weekly, or over 29.W0.000 quarters
for the twelve months, as compared with 27,-
--500,GC0 quarters, line apparent quantity con-
sumed in 1897-SB. Events are proving "hat
our liberal estimate is going to prove about
right. So far, eighteen weeks of the now
scaLon have passed away, during which, ac-
cording to our reckoning. 9,720,000 quarters
should have gone into consumption, while
the actual quantity distributed proves to
have bora 9,770,000 quarters.

• • •
LIVE STOCK MARKET.

There was a comparatively light supply
and consequently a light trade at the Union
stockyards. South St. Paul, hast week. The
number of cars arriving was 159, against 173
the week previous, a decrease of 14. The re-
C( ipts of live stock were: Cattle, l,i)0G; calves,
159; hogs, 8,197; nheep, 2,428; horses, 26.
The receipts the previous week were: Cattls,
1,659; calves, 315; hogs, 8,601; sheep, y2B.
I i se figures show a decrease in eaU'.e cf

t>s3, calves 168, hegs 404, and an increase in
p of 1.400.

The killings by Swift '& Co. were: Cattle.
392; calves, 1!; drcep, 603; hogs, 8,050. Tho
killings of the week previous were: Cattle,
745; calves, 19; sheep, 680; h;.g-, 8.344. These
liKures s-how a decrease in cattle of 353,
calves 5, sheep 57. hogs 204.

This is the poultry and game season, and
ita effect upon live siock is noticeable in the
above recc-ipts at the stockyards, a3 well
as iv the number of animals slaughtered.

' Like conditions are liable to prevail the pres-
I ent week, and until the holidays are out of
j the way. There are indications, ir.?de mani-

! fest by Chicago bulletins', that there i-s a
considerable reserve of good butcher stoc'iK
which will make its appearance during Janu-
ary. This, theiefcro, is not a time to judge-
as to values for different species.

Prom this time onward feeders and stockers
are expected to be in better demand, and
prices will be correspondingly higher than

! during the past two or three weeks. Much,
I however, will depend upon the temperature of
| the season. The few days of comparatively
I moderate weather had the effect of lending
I hopefulness to those engaged in the feeding
\u25a0 industry that the winter, notwithstanding its
j early start with snow and zero days, might

' yet prove to be milder than was expected a
shcrt time ago. But this is an unreliable
guide. What feeders want most of all \s
slock worth feeding. Xot enough of this qual-
ity come 3to South St. Paul, although Chi-
cago is frequently glutted with offerings.
Shippers ought to be in a pesition to judge of
the demand in the different markets, but it
is evident they do not measure correctly the
value of South St. Paul, else so many stock-
ers after good feeding stock would not have
been discouraged and turned away during; the
past two months when they came to buy good
ytock and found the pens filled only with
scrubs.

Thu falling off in tha receipts of hogs by
nearly W) head was not surprising when tha
season is taken iiito account. The last day
of the week showed strength in this species
of stock. The bulk of hogs on Saturday sold
at from $3.35, as against (3.26 Friday. A light
run, however, is anticipated for this week.

Theie is dullness in sheep. Most of the re-
ceipts recorded are for the feeders. Prices

j are low, and the feeders take almost every-

j thing offering from the outside, while the de-
mand for slaughter is very light.

» * •
CHEAP HOGS SOLI) BEFORE HOLIDAYS.

A commission man who keeps especial
j •"tab" on the hog trade is thus quoted: "it
j is an old-time trade axiom that most of the
"cheap hogs' are bought before the holidays,
and this year will be no exception. The rec-

; ord-breaklng receipts at all of the prominent
j markets during the last six weeks must ex-
haust Borne sections of the country before

j \ery long. Receipts at farther eastern mar-
| kets show a marked falling off in both num-

and quality this week. It is practically

] tale to figure that the -surplus' hogs in tho
Kastorn territory have been nearly marketed,
and after the holidays we shall look for prices
to resume the natural shipping margin be-
tween Chicago and the points referred to. As
the Chicago provision market has taken all
of the offerings of product from all cf tho
Western packing points and the market has
held firm the fact is self-evident that some-
body believes hogs and provisions are worth
the money."—Breeders' Gazette.

• * •
NO CATTLE FOR EAST.

There used to be a considerable demand in
the Eastern states for feeding cattle th.tt
were supplied by farmers of the West and
Northwest, which has now practically di.-.:ii>-
pearcd as a factor in the market. The rei-

Ben for this is not that the fanners of the
East hive quit feeding, but ra her because
the scarcity cf really good feeders in the
sections that formerly supplied them have
led the Eastern feeder to loak e'.-ewhere for
caUle. His chief source of supply now is
Canada, where he gets cattle that suit him
bettor and cost him less, transportation
ch-iges beifig considered, than -they wou'd if
he came West for his supply. The advan- !
tage of cheapness is a thing that the West-
ern farmer cannot control, but he ought to

tee to it that nebedy on this continent, nor,
indeed, on any other, grows better cuttle
than he dees, for nowhere are the natural
advantages superior to those which he en-
joys.—towa Homestead.

•• • •
HOG RECEIPTS THIS SEASON.

All records have been broken in hog re-
ceipts. The country has seemed to be full
of them aJid they have come to market in
Qstcnishing numbers. Latterly a lit of lu.ht
weights havo increased the receipts, as the
falling prices have scared farmers into keep-
ing back their coin. Combined receipts at
tho four big markets this month will reach
(about 1,800,000, which is by odds ahead of
any previous record. Pickers have prove 3
cheerful buyers, absorbing tho shipments
from day to day and turning them into
products apparently in the greatest faiih rs
to the demand. This has been eons autly
good. A lot of product ha 3gone for exp rt,
domestic demand is growing and there is a
seeming disposition on the part of speculators

to play for a rise. The general Expectation
of an advance in prices of the produce has
kept the bottom from falling out under the
swelling receipts.—Breeders' Quette.

• • •
INCREASE IN PORK PACKING.

Preliminary estimates of packing in the
West for the y-called summer packing s*.

eon, i. c., the eight months ended Oct. 31,
show an increase of 2,150,000 hogs, as com-
pared with last year. The total number of
hogs killed during the eight months was
13,910,000, to which we add the number for
last winter, 8,440,C00, making a total of 22,-
--350,000 for the twelve months, an increase
of 3,640,000 as compared with 1807-98. The
above figures for the .summer season and for
the year not only show a heavy ga'n over
liart year, but are by far the largest on rec-
ord. An Interesting feature in connection
with pork packing statistics is the marked
increase in summer packing during recent
years. Formerly the bulk of the killing op-
erations was done during the winter, but of
late years, owing to the introduction of ice-
making machines and improved methods of
refrigeration the exact opposite is true. —
Live Stock Report.

* * •
THE AMERICAN HOG ABROAD .

At the four leading Western live stock mar-
kets t;his year the receipts of hogs have been
more than 1,200,000 larger than the same time
in 1897, and ynt the prices paid are ;ibout the
same as a year ago. For this condition of af-
fairs WeMtera farmers are indebted to tfce
popularity of American hog -produces abroid.
the exports for eleven ninths of this year
having been about 250.CW.000 lbs larger than
during the same months in 1.>97. Last month
the increase in the expcrt3 over November,
1897. was 26,272,961 lbs, which easily demon-
strates the fact that the foreigners' demand
is r.ipt en the wane.

Aside from this the generally favorable con-
dition of trade in this country has tended to
increase the consumption at hog products at
h. me, i-o that taken all in all the hog has
been the means of placing several million
dollars ir.ore- in circulation in 1898 than in
1807. A big corn crop means p-lenty of hogs,
and as there has b&en an abundance of corn
in this country since 1895 the immense sup-
plies of hogs may be attributed to that fact.
Whether the moderate corn yieJd this year
will have the effect of cuitai.ing the receipt
later en remains to be se<en. Be that as it
may, the liberal marketings at the different
live sto. k ceateni continue, but the deaiand
for the product sustains prices well.—Kansas
City Ti.nes.

* * »
HALF-FAT SHEEP AND HOGS.

The complaint of overmarketin-g cf half-
fat sic k now extends to sheep and hogs.
The rising price of corn and the feeling on the
part o-f farmers that it is good property in
the crib is believed to account for a lot of
t'tcck on the marked that needs more feed- '
ing. Students of the market are certain that
corn put. Into the finishing of cattle will bring
its value. Overripe bullocks are rjj more
wanted now than for the past few years, but
the DM Jium weights should be made good.—
Bret«kir-s' Gazette.

* » *OVERSHIPMENT OF LIVE STOCK. •
It would seem the part of prudence for

shippers of both cattle and sheep to put on
the brakes until after the holidays. They
have shown a disposition to do this already,
and thnugh the lighter supplies have not re-
sulted in much better stock, it is evident that
if heavy receipts had come business would
have been badly upset. There is a big b-ur-
plu-3 of poultry and other nice thing.; wh'cii
people like to eiat during the Christmas sea-
son, and cf courso it means a vast dUT'-r.^nce
in the consumption cf beef and mutton. Tliis
has been true in the past and will be true this
year, but a word to the who should tn. .suf-
ficient.—Drover3 p Journal.

* * «
AMERICAN MEATS IX GREAT FAVOR.
Our foreign trade in hog product continues

relatively greater than in beef and dairy
products. Exports of bacon, hams, lard, etc.,
continue very heavy, and while foreigners
are taking enormous quantities of dressed
au<i canned beef, the movement of these iteau
is somewffurt behind last year for the last
eleven months. Exports cf butter and cheese
are very much smaller loan in 1>27 albeit
the foreign market is in a healthy position,
everything considered. Xovember exports
of live cattle were 23.0C0 head, and for eleven
months of IS3B, 332, COO head, these being
we: th $30,000,000. Including be«f cattle we
have shipped abroad during eleven months
products to the value cf $178,000,000, against

.' 0 last year.—Orange Judd Farmer.
* * *

BEEF, CATTLE AXD SHEEP.
There are many reasons for the ostobllsli-

ment of similar herd books in our other min-
ing breeds, and our beef breeders and s-h»p-
--hei-d'3 might advantageously do something
toward the improvement of their herds and
flocks by seme simi'ar plan. For, uniles3 ped-
igreed stock can be ser-n to be more uniform
and have greater personal merit than ordi-
nary market stock possess, ihe trouble cf p;d-
igree-keeping will scon cause people to aban-
don herd and flock books. It is evident that,
in the case of beef breeds and stoe-ep, it would
be more difficult to say what animals would
be eligible for registry in such a herd book,
but it is certainly possible to select fit speci-
mens from our heu-ds and flocks, and by eare-
lul selection insure the perpetuation of a
class of superior auimz-ls. —J. H. Gritdale, in
Rural Xew Yorker.

* • *
The breeding of polled cattle is no longer a

fad. They are no longer an experiment. They
come before the public resting on their merits
and proclaiming their rights by daeds actu-
ally accomplished. They in their various
various breeds can fulfill every demand made
upon the cattle tribe. There is therefore no
longer need of the dehorning chute. Nature
has met civilization half way and now the
civilized mm breeds cattie without horns
while the barbarian breeds them with horns
and then brutally saws them off. Civiliza-
tion must and will triumph.—O. E. Bradfute,
Ohio, in Orange Judd Farmer.

* • •
CHICAGO LIVE STOCK.

Receipts of cattle at Chicago were 33,000,
against 38.405, the week previous being a
decrease of 5,408. Last year there were le-
ceived during the corresponding weeek 39.U43,
or 6,94 a more than last week.

Receipts of hogs were 193,000, against 2ti1.t.70
the week before, a decrease of 68,070. La*>t
year, the same week, receipts were 210,041,
or 17,i>44 more than last week.

Receipts of sheen were 55,000. The .-\u25a0 im>.-
wctk last year they were 60,305. These fig.
ures thow a decrease of 5,305. Last year the
receipts were 57,424, or 2.4L'4 mere than this
year.

* * *SOUTH ST. PAUL HORSE MARKET.
George W. Wentworth. of the South St.

Paul horse exchange, reports:

The market the past week hasn't been as
good as we expected, although we have had
tome trade on farm mares, with considerable
demand for general purpose horses. We do
not expect a very brisk market for the next
thirty days, until the spring trade commences.
We have quite a large assortment on hand,
consisting of heavy draft chunks and farm
mares.

* • •
CHICAGO HORSE MARKET.

F. J. Berry & Co., Union stock yards, Chi-
cago. 111., write: "Seldom have there been
more foreign and domestic buyers on the mar-
ket. Xearly all classes of horses have sold
readily at prices that secured a satisfactory
profit to the sellers. Gross receipts have been

jbeam. but the offerings at the regular sales
have been about the same as for the preceding
week. High grade drivers with either spe-ecl
or action, also heavy drafters of extra quality
and smooth 1,300 to 1,5C0-lb chunks have sold
to good advantage, and plaiu, heavy horses
have been in demand, bringing fair values,
while small, inferior stock has been rather
slow sale at low prices."

* • \u2666

ST. PAUL PRODUCE.
The soft weather of the earlier days of the

week had a depressing influence upon produce
generally. The same was true of dressed
poultry. There was a revival during the clos-
ing days of the week, and prices closed for
all grades of butter, as well as for eggs and
the higher qualities of dressed poultry, at ap-
pioximately those of the closing of the week
before. Oranges and lemons were active at
steady prices.

* * •
NEBRASKA POTATOES IX EVIDENCE.
In our opinion the section tributary to

Omaha is better supplied than recent previous
Beasons at this time. More attention has been
given to potatoes hereabouts for a year or
two and more raised for commercial purposes.
Less dependence is now placed upon Minne-
sota. Colorado, Utah and other Western sec-
tions. The receipts have been all that couid
be desired the past autumn, and there are
still plenty of potatoes around us, which will
come forward in sufficient quantities next
spring, if prices in our market warrant. Wre
do not believe that spring prices will show
any advance of moment, though many grow-
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ers expect higher figures. Nebraska potatoes
have surpassed in quality Western lowa or
Minnesota stock, commanding higher prices.
Choice early Ohio from this state when well
assorted have usually sold'at 36@40c per bu
in bulk, inferior 25@30c from track. Present
quotation on choice sacked from store 45@50c.
The same difficulty as heretofore consists in
securing careful assorting and culling of po-
tatoes by shippers. Frequently this compels
sales at lower figures.—Branch & Co., Omaha,
in Orange Judd Farmer.

* • •
POTATOES.

Since the latest crop began to move, we
are getting but few potatoes from abroad,
October Imports being sqanfc 7,000 bu against
121,000 bu a year ago. But earlier in the year
we imported freely, foreign, potatoes to the
amount of 784,000 bu being reoeived during the
ten months ended Oct. 31, against 315,000 bu
in 1897.—Orange Judd Farmer.

\u2666\u2666 # '

DEMAND FOR APPLES.
Apples at $5 per barrel for fancy stock in

Chicago, fully confirms the early and ex-
clusive reports of crop, shortage made by
Orange Judd Farmer last fall. Some ivlich-
igan orchardlsts who had a fine crop and
who were not among our regular subscribers
would not believe our statements and sold
at low prices. The apple growers and ship-
pers who had "wintered and summered with
Orange Judd Farmer" have prollted hand-
somely by keeping posted. There are still
some farmers who won't take an agricultural
paper or who are content with some feeble
she-et that has no facilities for keeping them
posted, but the business farmers throughout
our Western country are rapidly "tying to"
Orange Judd Farmer as the only business
paper for business farmers. —Orange Judd
Farmer.

* • •
CANADIAN CHEESE.

The shinments of Canadian cheese from
Montreal during the past season of naviga-
tion amounted to 1,900,000 boxes valued at
a little over $12,000,000, as compared with
2,102,985 boxes valued at $14,195,000 last season.
The butter exports for the season via Mon-
treal were valued at $3,307,000, an increase of
1610,000 over last year.—Farm, Field and
Fireside.

• * •
THE BUTTER MARKET.

The results which were anticiDated from
the recent break have been fully realized
in that trade has ruled moTe active with
holdings reduced. Demand as a rule has
proved very general, and has also been
stimulated by lower retail prices-, while an
increased export trade, though small in the
aggregate, helps to maintain prices. Re-
ceipts have decreased to some extent, but
at the same time the market is not at all
hampered by lack of stock. Since the decline
a firm tone has existed and in some cases
a slight strengthening has been noticed.
Recent advices from both east and west
would seem to indicate that no further
change of a sensational nature is to be
expected just at present. The quality of
goeds being sent to the large market cen-
ters is not Quite as good as desired, tha
proportion of strictly fancy stock remaining
small. —Orange Judd Farmer.

SHARKS AFTER DEAD WHALE.
Swarm* of St*a Wolves Mysterions-

ly Learn of 11 Haminet.
From the National Review.

The presence of any large quantity
of easily obtainable food is always suf-
ficient to secure the undivided atten-
tion of the shark tribe. When "cut-
ting in" whales at sea I have often been
amazed at the incredible number of
these creatures that gather in a short
space of time, attracted by some mys-
terious means, heaven only knows from
what remote distance. It has often oc-
curred to us when whaling in the
neighborhood of New Zealand to get
a sperm whale alongside without a

1 sign of a shark below or a bird above.
Within an hour from the time of our
securing the vast mass of flesh to the
ship the whole area within at least an
acre has been alive with a seething
multitude of sharks, while from every
quarter come drifting silently an in-
calculable host of sea birds, converting
the blue surface of the sea into the
semblance of a plain of new fallen
snow.

The body of a whale before an in-
cision is made in the blubber presents
a smooth, rounded surface, almost as
hard as India rubber, with apparently
no spot where any daring eater could
find toothhold. But, oblivious to all
else save the internal anguish or de-
sire, the ravenous sea wolves silently
writhed in the density of their hordes
for a place at the bounteous feast. Oc-
casionally one pre-eminent among his
fellows for enterprise would actually
set his lower jaw against the black

! roundness of the mighty carcass and
with a steady, sinuous thrust of his
lithe tail gouge out therefrom a mass
of a hundredweight or so. If he man-
aged to get away with it the space
presented a curious corrugated hollow
where the serrated, triangular teeth
had worried their way through the te-

-1 nacious substance, telling plainly what
vigorous force must have been behind
thc-m. But it was seldom that we per-
mitted such premature toll to be taken
from our spoils.

The harpooners and the officers from
I their lofty position on the cutting stage

j slew scores upon scores by simply drop-
ping their keen-edged blubber spades
upon the soft crowns of the struggling
fish, the only place where a shark Is
vulnerable to instant death. The
weapon sinks into the creature's brain,
ho gives a convulsive writhe or two,
releases his hold and slowly sinks, fol-
lowed In his descent by a knot of his
immediate neighbors, all anxious to
provide him with prompt sepulture
within their own yearning maws.

Metal Made of lilood.
Garibaldi was cnee rreserrtod v.ith a medal

made of his own blocu. The giver was Dr.
?ilß.nini, of Naples, who^e fame as a petrifier

! and preserver of the humin bedy is acknowl-
edged by all scientists. Dr. .Manini, In offer-
ing his gift to the general, said that when-
ever he (the general) looked at it it would
brace him up for the last fight, tind across
the n edal were engraved the words: "The
blood of Garibaldi is forever red." This
strange medal is preserved by the ge'ner'ji'a
descendants.

Cattle Vnlnable.
Beef is nevor seen at a Chinese table, oxen

and cows capable of working the plow being
I accounted too valuable to the farmer to be
! i-onfiigned to the butcher. Very severe pen-
j allies are attached to th^ slaughter of these
animals, tho punishment fi>r the first of-
feniie being 100 strokes with a bamboo.

IF YOL ARE GOIXG

To the PueiUc Coast

Don't complete -arrangements until you
\ have secured Information regarding
! the Personally Conducted Excursions
1 to San Francisco, Los Angeles and
I Portland via the Union Pacific. These
1 excursions leave Chicago, Minneap-
: oljs and St. Paul every Thursday, andI Omaha every Friday in elegantly up-
; bolstered Pullman Tourist Sleepers;

illuminated by Pintsch light; heated
by steam. Baggage checked through

! from starting point to destination.
Prompt and satisfactory service. Many
hours quicker time than any other
line.

For full particulars call on your
nearest Ticket Agent or address H F.

; Carter, T. P. A., 376 Robert street.

Reassured tn Cockney.

A Boston woman, selecting a hat at a mil-
liner's, a.sked cautiously: "Is there anything

j about these feathers that might bring me
! into trouble with the Audubon society?"

"Oh, no, msdani." .said the milliner, who was
from London, "these feathers, madam, are
the feathers of a howl; ar.d the howl, you
know, midam, is more of a cat than a bird."

Go South This Winter.
For the present winter season the Louis-

I ville & Nashville Railroad Company has im-
j proved its already nearly ' perfect through

I service of Pullman Ve-stibuled Sleeping Cars
I and elegant day coaches from Cincinnati,
j Louisville, St. Louis and Chicago, to Mobile.
New Orleans and the Gulf Coast, Thomas-

-1 ville. Ga., Pensacola, Jacksonville, Tampa,
i Palm Beach and other points in Florida. Pe;-
--; feet connection will be -made with steamer
lines for Cuba, Porto Rico, Nassau and West
Indian ports. Tourist aha home-seekers' ex-
cursion tickets on sale ''at 16w rate 3. Writ*
C. P. Atmore, genera! passenger agent, Louis-
ville, Ky., for particular.

SO FEAR OF FAMINE
SIR WILLIAM CUOOKES" GLOOMY

PREDICTION CHALLEXGBD BY

AN AMERICAN EXPERT.

HONESTY THE BEST POLICY

Alleged Error Pointed Out In the

Wheat Figarea of the English

Statistician Uncharitable to

Hope for Food Scarcity, But It

Would Xdt Injure the American

Farmer.

ALBANY, N. V., Dec. 25. —J. R.
Dodge, for many years statistician for
the United States department of agri-

culture at Washington, has written to

the Country Gentleman an exhaustive
answer to the address of Sir William
Crookes before the British association,

in which the latter predicted a wheat

famine. He takes Sir William to task

for presenting inaccurate figures. He
says:

"Sir William Crookes declares that
there is already a deficit of wheat acre-
age of 31,000 square miles, or approxi-
mately 22,000,000 acres, and this area
would yield approximately a produc-

tion of nearly 260,000,000 bushels, while
the European deficiency, which is the
principal one in the world, in the Beer-
bohm record ia only 210,000,000 bushels
average in the last ten years. He says
the annual requirement for bread is

5
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2,342,000,000 bushels of wheat, while the
official and expert estimates of the
period since 1890 average more than
that figure, the compilation of such
estimates for seven years by the de-
partment of agriculture averaging
2,477,845,000, an excess of over 150,000,-
--000. The eminent scientist is almost as
lame in his statistics of consumption
as he is in, those of production, really
minimizing both. He mak«s the supply
of the year only 1,921,000,000, while in the
statement quoted above the product for
1897, the smallest of seven years, is
given as 2,214,000,000. It is a very un-
reliable forecast that understates pro-
duction nearly 10 per cent.

"Itwould be uncharitable to hope for
a scarcity of bread rations; still our
wheat growers would not feel very
despondent over v prospect of good
prices. The Crookes estimate is a dis-
tinct encouragement to them, and sim-
ilar views have been put forth before,
sometimes apparently in the hope of
raising prices. Unfortunately when
exaggerated a temporary rise of 10 per
cent is followed (as the result of nat-
ural reaction and from the effect of in-
crease of area stimulated by temporary
advance in value) by a fall of 25 per
cent, as between 1892 and 1893. It is
hard to convince people, scientists, as
well as plain people, that honesty is the
best policy, and that truth in statistics
cannot be departed from. The prac-
tice of stock exchanges, as well as that
of bucket shops, to secure a temporary
advantage, can never aid the cause of
science or of rural economy."

Burlington Kate* East.
Dec. 15th to 28th the Burlington will sell

round trip tickets at very low rates to prin-
cipal points in the Eastern states and Can-
ada. Particulars at City Ticket Office, 400
Robert street (Hotel Ryan). Telephone 36-
Good for return until Jan. 31st, 1899.

CORRUPTION IN CHINA.
Sample of the Rubbery Practiced at

the Gatex of Pekiii.
From the St. James Gazette.

A curious instance, and by no means a
flattering one of Chinese methods of govern-
ment, has Just b?en supplied by the arrival
of Sheng Taotai frora Shanghai. This gentle-
man holds several important posts, andamong Others has the appointment of direct-or of railways. He is also the administratorof the Chinese telegraphs, and has an excel-lent reputation among foreigners for his tol-erance and open-mindedness. Recently howas called here by command of the emperor
to confer about several reforms which hismajesty is so eager to adopt. The chief of-
ficials of Pekin hailed his advent with de-light, as it at last gave them the opportunity
Of a "squeeze," which had been quite impos-
sible while Sheng was so far distant at
Shanghai.

The modus operandi is quite a usual and an
everyday one and deserves notice. The gates
of Pekin are farmed out to high officials,
chiefly princes of royal blood. All iiKrchan-
dise is examined and is passed on payment of
a small tax. But when an official like Sheng
comes in from whom they are desirous of ex-acting a good round sum, the procedure' is
altered. In this particular case Shcng was
given to understand that contraband articles
would be found in his luggage unless he
satisfied the farmers of the gate. I believe I
am correct in saying that Sheng did not even
attempt to dispute or haggle, but resignedly
Hsked what amount was required. The
answer was 30.000 taels. This was paid or
promised and Sheng proceeded on hU journey,
probably giad at having koT off ho cheaply.
But against all precedent and custom he was
stopped at the inner gate and did not get off
urder 20.000 taels. So altogether this unfortu-
nate official called to the capital by the em-
peror's order had to pay over £6,350 before he
was allowed to go to his duties.

Better Go Now. .
The low round-trip rates D^st, now being

made by the Soo Line, will soon be a thing
of the past. After Dec. 28 you will pay regu-
lar fare. Ticket office 398 Robert street.


