TRG CYCLIST CARRIED OFF
TWENTY-IFOUR-HOUR
HONORS

PITTS
THL

WAS A HEAM'T-BREAKING RACE

One by One the Competitors Suc-
cumbed to the Strain Till but
Foanr Were Left to Finish, the

Winner Getting the Decision by

a Scant Wheel's Lengih — Ten

Thousand Spectators Present.
NEW YORK, Jan.
of Pittsburg, won

bour bicycle race that ended. at - 10
o'clock tonight. There were eighteen
starters ard eight finished. They were:
Leuis Gimr Pittsburg; Burns W.
Pierc Charles Turville, Phii-
s, Switzerland;
Osecar Julius,
Earl D. Stevens

7.—Louis Gimm,
the twenty-four-

wson, Chic
York; T. Hale,
and Charles W. Miller.

The final score was: Fradericks, 459
. Pierce, 450; Turville, 450;
449 miles, 6 laps; Julius,

20
893

laps; Hale, 433 miles, 4
er 422 miles, 6 laps.
Gimm was first r a wheel's length,

second, Turville third, Frede-
fourth and Lawson fifth.
ecord for the distance is 477
cne lap, by Plerce.

The attendance in the garden at the

¥
i

1ic
1 miles,

¢lose of the race was 10,000. The finish
was sensational. To give the five men
who had a chance 1o win a free field
the of the other competitors, who
had survived the struggle, were asked

to retire from the track fifteen min-
liles
this was done, John
desperate effort to make up the three
lag that separated him from the
succeeded in catching them
d gained a lap. He tried to
I . but the others were after
1 and he failed.
WAS HEART BREAKING.

was a heart-breaking one

> race

the start. Fredericks, Pierce,
Turville and Gimm never left thelr
les for a moment. They even re-
fused to take nourishment and stimu-
lants when the sprint was on. Waller,
who was one of the favorites, lost a
lap through an accident to his tire,

Friday night, and for rnrteen hours he
made brave struggle to regain his

lost ground. So it was all through
the day-—a succession of desperate
sprints, In which the riders took long
chances, and cven risked thelr necks to
gain a lap on one another. Most of
them were in apparant agony all
throt the evening, the exceptions

nm and Fredericks.

F gton and Albert retired early
in the race, the result of severs falls
Hicks quit at 9 o'cloek in the morning
for the same cause. Nawn, the Irish-
man, an hour and a half later,
beca the alternating pace had bro-
ken heart, although he had gone

being G

his

through the recent six days race.

Ashinger, who had the misfortune
to carry No. 13 upon his back, trailed
along painfully at the tail end of the
line through the morning. He was evi-
dently suffering and was declared out
of the race. Aaronson also had enough
early in the morning.

CLOSING SCENES.

¥ddie McDuffie and Harry Elkes
came on the track for a practice spin,
and some of the fastest men in the long
gace pushed on in the hope of gaining
& lap. Their efforts were useless un-
til Miller, the six-day champion, who
who fallen to the rear because of
stomach trouble, stole two laps on the
fast bunch. Miller was the first of the
eleven leaders to leave the track. But
the fast bunch soon dwindled down to
eight. Later in the day Chapman
Barnaby retired and Waller, although
he had a fair chance in case of ac-
cident, retired also.

John Lawson, the little Swede from
Chicago, finally succumbed to the ter-
rible straln at 5 o'clock, and dropped
back, shaking his head as Miller start-
ed one of his perlodical sprints. With-
ia & minute he had been left and all his
chances of winning were gone.

Fredericks, the foreiguer, was ap-
parently the freshest man in the race,
and early in the evening his repeated
attempts to get away from the leaders
by a sudden sneaking sprint, caused his
rivals great anxiety.

Little Stevens was the next of the
Jcaders to fall by the wayside. The
boy had been in every sprint from the
beginning of the race and was a fav-
orite with the crowd. There was no
guestion about his being a fast sprin-
ter, and he was ready to show his speed
when any one chose to test it, but two
minutes after 7 o'clock, after having
been in the saddle twentyv-one hours,
he was forced to leave the track. The
race had been so irregular—at times
a sprint race, at others a loaf—that the
record was only eclipsed at times. One
hour the leader would be a few yards
ahead of the record, the. next one-half
mile behind it. But from the moment
that Stevens retired and left but four
nien »d for first position, a steady,
fast 1 killing pace was maintained.

t

NEW CLUB IS READY.

®t. Paul Athletie Organization Will
le Opened Wednesday.

The new gymnasium of the St. Paul Ath-

letic ciub, on Sixth street, near Oedar, is

ready for occupancy, and the rooms will be

1ed We

10:day morning, the delay being
made i rder to permit the varnish to dry,
more

than anything elee.
The manag nt of the club is making a
vigorous can for a lively season of winter
sports,

CHAMPION SHATER BEATEN.
Nowal Haptie, of North Dakota, the
Man Who Did It.
BATHGATE, N. D., Jan. 7.—Norval Bap'le,

North Dakota champlon, defeated the world’'s
champion skater, John Nilson, tonight at thg
Bathgate rink, in a two-mile race, cnugi:t
him @t the end of a mile. This 1s Nilson's
first defeat in three years.

Weekly Bowling Scores.

The following club scores were made on
Amcrt Breos,’ alleys:

Acme—Warwick, 171; Fabel, 181; Keuhle,
13 often™ 189; Shade, 127; Mattack, 183;
Bul 170; Uh

r, 175; Bleckner, 128; Hein-
lein, 1 Keye, 156,
Preadway—Landon, 205;

Neff,2i8; McArthur,
Murphy,

164; Punderson, 235; Mec-

rise—Kraniger, 126; Jungbauer, 183;
1 Kimball, 170; Crawford, 123:
Andres, 139; Hartman, 169; Ide,

eide, 109; Friesenhahn, 168,
Capitol—Bromiey, 148; Bueger, 153; Karst,

Coniz
Colburn,
21¢; Dellar, 130; W

I will guarantee
that my Kidney Cure
Wwill cure 80 per cent.
of all forms of kidney
oomplaint and in
many instances the
most serlous forms of
Bright's disease. If
the disease Is com-
plicated send a four-
ounce vial of urine.
We will analyze 1t
and advise you free
what to do.

MUNYON.
. & vial. Guide to H
) 505 Arch st. %‘hnf“

IDNEY CURE]

Fimm, |

The |

before the day had expired. When |
Lawson made Q|

187; Painter, 229: Geirenheyncr, 18,

Summits—Gerber, 196; Lawe, 137; B. Fort-
meyer, 181; Dr. Wirth, 92; Miller, 174; K os-
terman, 182; Kuhlman, 137; Stem, 117; Rit-
ten, 181

At  Albrechten’'s alleys the Unlversity
Bewling ciub made the followirg ecires: %
W. Bayard, 197; N. Steichen, 189; M. Phillip-
pi, 205; John Steichen, 199: Otto Gehrt, 129;
Aug. Manke, i65;; M. McCarthy, 192; John
Doherty, 224; John Rayer, £23; A. J. Albach-
ten, 154; R. Hofmann, 168; George Schi ler,
154; Wm. Walter, 152,

CLASS A MISNCMER.,
Boxers in Thexe Days Make Cham-
pionships for Themselves.

“With the advent of the new year
followers and critics of the fighters are
talking of changes in rules and
weights that govern glove fights. That
the rules under which contests are de-
cided need revision was strikingly
i shown by the Corbett-Sharkey fiasco.
| The rules that govern the bouts, how-
j ever, are not nearly so much in dis-
! pute as the different weights fighters
! elaim for the championship notch. In
{sthese days almost any fighter of prom-
| Inence is a champion of his own,” says
| the Chicago Record. ‘‘He names some
!\\'elght which he can make and then
| challenges the world.

“In the old times, before large purses
Jo.nd five-ounce gloves were In vogue,
the fighters had to elude the minions
| of the law and fight by the light of a
| few smoky lanterns in the woods or in
|a hayloft. Then London prize ring
]

rules governed the sports, and there
four hona flde classes. If
a fighter defeated all comers atshis
weight he was truly a champion. Now
it seem& (0o be an accepted fact by
fighters that when a recognized cham-
1 pion begins growing and getting
| heavy he carries the ciass weight with
him.

“That stage has arrived where there
is no recognized weight. one that a
fighter must fight at or lose his title.
| George Dixon is a good example of
| this = class. ‘Little Chocolate’ com-
| menced milling at 115 pounds early in
| his career and carried everybody be-
fore him at this weight. Little by lit-
tle he grew heavier, and now he mills
more often at 122 pounds, although
he conseénts to make 118 pounds at
rare intervals.

“Under the prize ring rules there
were four clean-cut welghts. Under
116 pounds, feather weights; under 133
pounds, light weight; 154 pounds, mid-
dle weight: any man heavier than that
was classed with the big men. When
the Marquis of Queensberry rules and
five-ounce gloves began gaining favor
a set of weights was established by
Richard Fox. He hung up belts for
light weights at 133 pounds and for
heavy weights. This plan worked well
for a time, and Jack Mcaluliffe held
the light-welght belt until he began
going down hill, and now the emblem
Is said to decorate the window of a
Broadway pawnshop. Jim Corbett
won the heavy-weight belt by defeat-
ing John L. Sullivan, and lost it three
vears ago, some one breaking Into his
trunk and purloining it.

“Bantam weights gained recognition
when Jimmy Barry and Johnny Gor-
man began talking fight, and the
weight proper was looked upon as 100
pounds and later 105 pounds. Barry
now scales about 110 pounds in the
best condition and, of course, has car-
ried his title with him. But this is not
where the bantams stop. Terry Mec-
Govern flghts at 115 pounds, and claims
bantam honors. The feathers have
climbed correspondingly, and between
118 and 122 pounds is now the proger
thing for the light boys anxious to meet
Dixon.

“The light welghts used to class
themselves hetween 128 and 133 pounds.
Now the limit is 135 pounds, raised by
Jack McAuliffe when he found that
making that weight was uncomfortable
work during the latter part of his
championship career, Meanwhile Tom-
my White claims to be a champion
126-pound man—an entirely new class.
This class and title originated with
kim. A welter weight was a boxer
scaling between 135 and 142 pounds in
the days gone by. Now the majority
of light welghts scale at this notch,
while the weltérs, represented by Tom-
my Ryan, who has putgrown thag class,
are still classed, if they weigh any-
where under 148 pounds.

‘“The most sensible raise in weights
was when Bob Fitzsimmons boosted
the midleweight notch four pounds—
from 154 to 158 pounds—when he de-
feated Dan Creedop for the middle-
weight champibtnship. This was an-
g‘lher case of the champion finding it

ard to make weight. Bob fought Jack
Dempsey at 154 pounds, ahd at that
time experienced considerable difficulty
in reddcing. Hence 158 pounds with
Creedon, a man that weighed one or
two pounds over the previous lmit,
154 pounds, was certainly too light to
make his mark among the heavy
weights, while a boxer who scales 160
pounds, or is just a little too heavy to
fight middle welghts, can get along
among the big fellows.”

were only

JUST LIKE CHRIS,

Arlie Latham Relates a New Yarn
Abount Von der Ahe.

ArMe Latham, who is now & roller polo ref-
eree, has not yet usted his eupply of
stories about Chris Von der Ahe, the St.
Louis base ball man. Latham told a new
yarn the other night as follows:

‘“One day when I was a member of the
Browns we were playing a game &t ris-
men’s park, and Chris was on the bhench
watching us thro g pair of fleld

glasses.

‘" ‘Say, Dutoh!’ T yelled, 'put ydur specs in
the water cooler!”

“When we came in to the bench Chris was
Very &angry. .

‘1 vill glve $100 to der mam dat vill tell
me who said dat about der Dutch specs!’
roared Von der Ahe.

“‘Nobody said a word for & minute. Then I
remarked:

‘‘ “Well, Chris, you put up the hundred and
I'll tell you who it was!”

‘““All right,” sald Chris as he puiled out a
roll and handed a century to Comiskey. ‘Der
money is up mit Commy! Now tell i, Arlie!
Tell §t!’

“ ‘Well, Chris,” I blurted out, ‘I satd it!

nd I'll say it again for another hundred.’

omiskey handed the money to me and Chris
stamped on his fleldglasses,”

Carter Defeated Schaefer. ,

CHICAGO, Jan. 7.—In the Euegen Carter-
Jacch Schaefer 100 point three cushion carom
match the former won the deciding game by
a Darrow margin of two points, the T
belng ‘100 to 98. Experts who saw the game
agree that it was the most brilllant ever
played in the country at three cushions. In
the series of three matches Carter has won
twice, Carter’s best runs were two fives and
five threes. Schaefer made nine, six, five,
three fours and four threcs.

Recent Curling Scores.

The following scores were made yesterday
in_the nlay at the Raspberry island rink:
Practice game:

D. Socott, R. Drise,
W. Stewart, M. Boeckman,
T. Cameron Judge Co;

» 3 Ty,
Tom Scott, skip—18. C. M. Griggs, ski S
Single-hended match for Nash mehr;lg
C. Murrng. 13; Lorimer, 12; A. B. Van
Bergen, 13; J. Locke, 1D.

Wants a Polo Match.

C. Frysberg,of the Summit Polo club, has
challenged the Mascot Polo club to a serics of
three or five polo games, for a side bet of
from $500 to $5,000 a side. Four conditione are
fmy :  That the games be played in a
rink not smaller than 125x200 feet; all games
to be p}s&':l ‘before Feb. 1, and under the

of Northwestern Polo assoclation,

and in the rink that hangs up the largest
purse,

Winona Curlers.

WINONA, Minn., Jan. 7.—(Special.)—
Winona curlers, a new orgnnlg.ulon 121 33:
city, played their first game today wi

3 scores
2 to 3, in favol of

Famous Stallion Sold.

LEXINGTON, KY., Jan. T.—Jerry Delph
Jr. today sold to John Reed, of Higginsviile,

Mo., the thoroughbred etallion
Mu "rmmmwnmmws
leave the only
price pai

wiil
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should give Sharkey the battle of his

e —

WHICH WILL WIN 112

SHARKEY AND M'COY TO CONTEST
FOR HEAVYWEIGHT HONORS
TUESDAY NIGHT

RING GLADIATORS COMPARED

Sharkey Has Advantage in Welght,

but Is Excelled by McCoy in Near-
Every Other Point — Salior
by Iully
Six Inches—NMeCoy the Younger
Man and Far More Skillful,

1y
Hamdicapped in Reach

......Biceps (inches).. .. 157
<+ +... ..Forearm (inches).... 1243
tees wee. ... Wrist (inches).. . .8
............. Neck (inches).... .. .18
-+ «. ..Chest contracted (inches).... ..42%
. ...Cheet expanded (inches). 4T
<++-v ....Chest normal (inches)... A4y
R e e Walst (inches).... .. .83
3%.... ...Length of leg (inches). ...8115
SR T s Thigh (inches).... ..221%
15%.... .. ......Calf (inches).. 1614
89 Ankle (Iinches).... .... ... 834

From the foregolng figures it will be
seen that the men are more evenly
matched than has been thought by
the average follower of ring sports.
What McCoy lacks in weight he more
than offsets in other advantages.
Height and reach are important fac-
tors in a ring contest, and in both Mc-
Coy 1is far superior to Sharkey. So
far as science is concerned, even the
sallor will concede that McCoy is mas-
ter. Tt would thus seem that the only
great advantage possessed by Sharkey
Is In weight and sturdiness. Yet a
man who is as strong as a giant is as
helpless as a babe where he cannot
land upon his epponent. It remains
to be shown whether the sailor has
improved sufficiently in the art of
landing  effectively to make his
strength count in his approaching bat-
tle with the clever Hoosier. His only
hope is to get in a knock-out blow.
If 'he is forced to stand off and ex-
«¢change with McCoy, Sharkey will be
cut Into ribbons before the termina-
tion of the battle. He must rush—
and effectlvely—to win.

RECORDS OF THE MEN,

There is but a vague knowledge of
what McCoy has accomplished to en-

title him to meet the sturdy sailor.
Sharkey’s fame is due largelv ¢) his
meetings with such men as Fitzsim-
mons and Corbett. The ring achieve-
ments of the gladiators are appended:
SHARKEY.
April, 1894—Knocked out Jack
Honolulu, eight rounds.
May, 1894—Knccked out Rough Thompson,
Honolulu. three rounds. -
May, 1894—Knocked out Rough Thompson,
Homnolulu, cne round.
June, 1894—Knocked out Nick Burley, Hono-
lulu, eight rou

Jm{. 4—Knocked out George Washington,
Honolul¥ two rounds.

July, Knocked out Billy Tate, Hono-
luly, four rounds.

August. 1894—Knocked out Sailor
Valejo, Cal., two rounds. "

April 16, 1896—Won from Joe Choynski, San
Francisco, Cal, five rounds.

June 2, 1896—Won from Jim Williams, San
Francisco, Cal., three rounds.

June 28, 18%6—Draw with James J. Corbatt,
San Francisco,-~Cal., four rounds.

Aug. 31, 1806—Exhibition with John L. Sul-
livan, Madicon Square gardem, New York,
three rounds.

Dec. 2 1896—Won cn foul from Bob IMitz-
simmor®~ San Francisco, Cal., eight rounds.
June 9, 1897—Drew with Peter Maher, New
Yg:k. a]osven so{ou%ds. %

Nov. 18, 1807—Won from Joe Goddard, San
Franc , Cal,, four rounds.

May 6. 1898—Lost to Jim Jeffries, San Fran-
clsco, Cal., twenty rounds.

September, 1898—Knocked out Gus Ruhlin,
Ooney Island, New York, one round.

Sharkey’s other fights were: With
Buffalo Costello and Australian Billy
Smith, both of which resulted in vie-
tories. He also fought a six-round
draw with Alex Greggins on the
coast. and won from Corbett on a foul.

M’'COY.

June, 1891—Won from Peter Jcnkins (col-
ored), St. Paul, four rounds.
June, 1892—Won from Billy Barlow, on the
turf, Indianapolis, five rounds.
Beptember, 1892—Defeated Bob Lewls, turf,
Ing:;tnapogéu, one?'_ round.
ember, 1892—Drew  with Herb Hall,
C?&u:;bus, ?.s,ssci%:tlroundn. o,
uary, efeated Jim Dickson, t
5%1:“11&8. Al‘{(s.g.3 ﬂlv)e‘roundn. =
uary, —Defeated Jim Con , H
Springs, t;n'eo rounds. s e

Langley,

Brown,

Febru: 1893—Defeated an *‘Uunknown”
= enn.,ls%vogofunds.
ruary, —Defeated Frank
Ng:v Orllggﬁb:‘lght PO ands,
ay, eated Frank M ian-
“30“!' tvivsggrfgnds. : urray, Indian.
une, efeated  “Kid”  McCarth
Muncie, Ind., three rounds. o 2
July, 1898—Drew with Ike Boome,
Ind., twenty-two rounds,
July, 1893—Defeated Dick Harris, Marion
ng., one ?s;audi)ef 5 5
ugust, —Defsated Frank Merrd -
dianapols, two rounds. s
September, 1893—Drew with
Akron, O., elght rounds.
October, lnLDrew with
Wg&ell;g. 1‘3’9'::,_.‘8;1 nine rounds,
ober, eated “Deaf Mute,"” -
b\srg, Pa., {gax:_lﬁonud-. it
anuary, efeated Pat -
danc;. R. !..lts'gz_rlgunds. Dt Wil
ebruary, efeated Joe B
River, Mass, two rounds. 5 o
March, 1894—Defeated Jim Scully, New Bed-
to;?‘ Mass., six rounds.
Y, 1894—Lost to Billy Steffers, (leveland
0., one round. '
ay, 1804—Drew with
Ag-tml!nﬁginnea%ol!h, tm rounds.
une, ~ Defeated Charl
Jr(;n. 1%9'4:% xroundn. es Maxwell,
uly, efeated H 0O’Connor,
land, O., three rounds. 5l A
ugust, 1834—Defeated Jack Grace, Cleve-
la:d, 0., gevennmlunds.
ugust, 1894—Defoated Billy Stefr,
land, O., ten rounds. A o
October, 1894—Drew with Al Roberts, Cin-
clsmau. 0., 11;9!;_ rg{unds.
anuary, nocked out Al Rob
Ol o aua roui &z
arch, eated ‘‘Shadow”
Memphis, Tenn., ten rounds. Maber,
L:u;gll. 1895—Defeated = Jack Wilkes, St.

Muncie,

George Bennett,
Jack Welch,

Jim  Barron, of

K n, two rounds.

May, 1895—Drew with Dick O’Brien, Bos-
ton, twenty-five rounds.

August, 1895—Defeated Charles Smith, three
rounds; Joe Sheers, three rounds; Charles
Beslgert, mmlgggx_nmﬁedmmlvgl‘e.

X & out Dick Moore,
Tl S mante
tober, {noc, out Abs Ullman,
Baltimore, thirteen rounds.

October, 1895—Boxed Arthur Walker, at
Jersey City, N. J., no decision.

November, 1896—Lost to Ted White, London,
England, sixteen rounds.

January, 1896—Boxed Steve O'Donnell six
rounds, no decision.

January, 1808—Knocked out Tommy West,
New York, two rounds.

March, 1893—Knocked out Tommy Ryan,
Maspeth, fifteen rounds.

March, 1896—Boxed Joe Choyniski four
rounds, no decigion,

April, 18%6—Knocked out Frank Bosworth,
Memphis, two rounds.

May, 1896—Knocked out Jim Daly,New York,
three rounds.

May, 1896—Defeated Dick Moore, Williame-
burg, N. Y., ten rounds.

May, 189%6—Won from ‘‘Mysterious” Billy
Smnfvx, Boston (foul).

During 1897 Mc¢Coy met and defeat-
ed many boxers, few, however, of any
great celebrity. In January, 1898, he
Issued a challenge to meet any man in
the world. In March, 1898, choy
knocked out Dick Burley in* two
rounds, at Hot Springs, Ark. In May,
1898, McCoy was given a decision over
Gus Ruhlin in a twenty-round con-
test at Syracuse, N. Y. In December,
1898, McCoy was given a declsion over
Joe Goddard in the fifth round of a
six-round contest at Philadelphia. It
will be seen that McCoy has done con-
siderable fighting for a youngster, and
that his victims include quite a num-
ber of moted boxers. His match with
Corbett did not fall through because
of any unwillingness “dn the part of
McCoy. The yo on form

0 Giron
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EXPERTS AT X7 SEA.

———

and achievements of the big men who
Will face each other ‘in the arena of
the Lenox Athletic club, in New York;
next Tuesday night, and figure for
themselves  which he likes best to win,
He has every bit as much license to
do so as have the so-called experts
who look wise and almost invariably
pick the wrong man to win. “Dope”
is all right in horse racing, but, when
it is applled to hoxing, it becomes un-
reliable. On form, Fitzsimmons should
have been favorite over Corbett at
Carson City, but he was not. Fitz
was a 1 to 10 shot on the records of
the men. And yet Corbett was at as
good as 2 to 1, and always the favor-
ite. On form, perhaps, the sallor
should be picked to win from McCoy,
but form in ‘fighting won’t do. Me-
Coy Is a wonder, and his actual merit
has not yet beén gauged. He may
lose to Sharkey.. If he does, and the

can study the “above measurements

sailor proves.eagily his master, then’

McCoy has been ~overestimated, or
fortunate, or anything save what he
should have ‘béen in his previous con-
tests. The ‘“experts” will tell you—
after the battle—just what was wrong
with him. If he wins—and handily—
then he is certainly the greatest boxXer
of modern times—bar none—mo mat-
ters what the experts write or say.
SHARKEY'S STAMINA,

The staying qualities of Sharkey have
never been fully tested. In his
matches with Corbett and Fitzsimmons
there has been room for suspecting that
the sallor cannot go a dizzy clip for
full twenty rounds. e was in distress
at fan Francisen, and semed to be
only too willing to hug Corbett a bit
in th2 clinches in their New Yerk af-
falr, Stamina will cut somewhat of a
fizure in the approaching contest. Mc-
Coy is fast and can go a distance.
Sharkey is not slow, but can he keep
up the clip against such an elusive op-
penent as McCoy? That is the a ques-
tion which, if {t could be answered
now, might give a clue to the probable
winner of Tuesday night's big battle.
EBut it cannot be told until next
Wednesday morning, when the new or
coming champion of the American
prize ring will be known. The winner
of the battle will be entitled to a

WHY THERE IS LESS BASH RUN-
NING THAN THERE USED
TO BE

BIG MITS CAUSING TROUBLE

How This Feature of the Game
Could He Improved—DBase Run-
ners of Today Compared With Old
Timers —— The Sliding Ease Bag
a ’l‘lalng Which

® Would Improve Base Running.

Bngx._elteq as

The newest of base ball ideas, and
vet one of the gimplest and most easlly
comprehensible. ¢f the seascn, 18 the
invention of a Chicago newspaper man,
and is intended to revive und Invigoratsa
the fading science of base running.

If one .thing more than another is
needed in the active playing depart-
nment of the game, that thing is addi-
tivnal base running. It is the sparkle,
the ginger, the champagne bubble of
base ball; the crowds yell for it, the
magnates sigh for it, the players are
supposed to furnish it—and it doesn’t
happen.

For ten years—ever since the season
of 1888—there has been a steady de-
cline and a marked decay in base run-
ning, with a corresponding diminution
of the stolen base totals and a conse-
quent slowing up and deadening of the
game. Half a dozen causes for the
passing of base running have been al-
leged, all dublous to a more or less de-
gree. In 1888 Harry Stovey stole 156
bases on a season of 140 games. In
1808 Fred Clarke stole sixty-six bases
on a season of 154 games—a percentage
of decline simply staggering in its im-
mensity. Yet the men of today are
as fleet of foot as thosa of a decade
ago. Hamilton, Clarke and Laage
could probably beat Harry Stovey in a
100-yard dash over and over again.
The fault cannot le in any difference
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match with Fitzsimmons, and should
the champion refuse it the public will
demand his retirement. Perhaps there
is one more fijght in Fitzsimmons, but
that is doubtful. Fitz is as wise as an
owl. He knows when to quit, and wili
likely retirs upon his ‘laureis, as he
has a pesseet right to do, leaving the
field to younger men.
M'COY AS A HITTER.

It is all nonsense for the friends of
Sharkey to contend that the sailor is
invulnerable. = That he cannct be

of epeed or vigor among the individual
players.

Improvement among the catchers has
been advanced as a theory by many
writers. If there is a catcher in the
National league today who knows any
tricks that Ewing, Flint and Kelly did
not know that man should be placed
on a pedestal and looked at. He would
be too good to engage in active play.
If there is a modern catcher whose
throw is faster and truer to the mark
than those Bennett and Bushong
sent across the diamond he would be

knocked out is far from reasonable. Joe pthe acknowledged wonder of the age.

Goddard maintained that he could not
be sent to dreamland by any average
man in his class, yet the “Barrier
Champion” added the statement that
there were some fighters who “stop-
ped,” not because they were “out,” but
for the reason that they had had all
hey cared for. McCoy is, perhaps, a

tter hitter than is the sailor. He has
to his credit more effective work than
has Bharkey. It must be remembersd
that McCoy was the first man to send
Tommy Ryan to sleep. Also that he
hroke gim Daly’s jaw and that he had
Dan Creedon guessing where he was
at the termination of their battle. A
man who can do even that much is not
to be despised. Sharkey is a ‘‘slogger,”
but McCoy is better. He is a fistic
hypnotizer. The man he lands upon
knows he has been hit.

M’'COY'S PROBABLE PLAN.,

It is highly probable that McCoy will
make his fight with Sharkey a scien-
tific boxing match, In so far as the
rough sailor will permit. If McCoy can
withstand the rushes of the sturdy
sallor and jab him in return, there can
be but one verdict at the termination
of the bout, even if there be no knock-
out—namely, McCoy on points. The
sailor’s only chance to win is to get
to his man and knock him out. It is
extremely doubtful—and yet always
possible— that he can do this. That
Sharkey will fight with that idea In
view is a foregone conclusion. He will
rush the game from start to flnish.
That will make it a pretty contest.
There will be a great crowd present,
and it seems likely that it will be treat-
ed to a more interesting contest than
was the one in which Corbett and
Sharkey engaged. May the best man
win, £ —Willie Green.

“GARGLED” THE BALL.

3. ieks
Manager Coinhlgey’- Good Omne on
Latham;and Von der Ahe.

Charley Comiskey, Ban Johnson and Presi-
dent Hart were discussing Chris Von der
Ahe’s troubles ffi' the'latter’s office yesterday,
the suit at St. Louls and the league circuit
goesip suggestigg the theme. Comiskey was
manager of the Browns when they were
champions in the erican association, and
Chris was in the heyday of his prosperity.
At that time Vi r Ahe looked upon Hart
as a sort of crony, for the local magnate was
much given to' chafing Chris, and the two
were quite friemdly. 1

The storfes tald weésterday yere many and
humorous. On§: of (the best was about a

game played beiween the Browns and Cincin-
natf, In the Ijst inning with two out and
two on bases and the Browns one ahead a
little pop-up was sent down to Arlie Latham.
He made a grand-siand juggle, catching the
ball and then tossing it into the air. But
his plan miscarried and as it descended the
second time Arlie muffed it square and the
man on third broke for home. Latham then
threw wild to the plate and two runs were
scored, losing the game: Chris was ‘‘kidded”’
about being beaten by an inferior team. He
responded with: ‘‘That fretch dude (his pet
name for Latham) lost the game. Didn’t you
geo‘him.?'gugle the ball and that monkey

- ipling Cmuii.'d)ver.

He who Is interested in ring sports

LONDON, Jan. 7.—Rud pling and
'wi!o_'ﬂnldltorNo' gtklg&.&. 3

The standard of individual worth
among the catchers is; if anything,
lower than ten years ago.

NOT DUE TO BALK.

Balking by the pitchers, pinning the
frightened runners too closely to their
bases for a successful lead, is another
theory, That doesn’t g0, elther, Galvin,
Klilroy and others of that anblent day
cculd give points to all the modern
pitchers on the art of balking and stop-
ping runners. That excuse is not horne
out by facts, as any old-time ball crank
can testify, 3

Still another theory is the claim that
sacrifice hitting spoils ths base run-
ning. The figurss kill that idea. There
wasn’t a club In the Naticnal league
with an average of one sacrifice hit per
game last season, The hard-hitting
battles, where the bases are fuli of run-
ners, are fought and won without any
sacrifices, and circumstances intervene
to prevent the sacriflce in almost every
case except, when, in the firet inning,
the first batter gets to base and the
second batsman is expected to advance
him. Things are usually too lively after
the first inning to make use of the
sacrifice with any certainty.

Up to 1889 the relative conditions of
the catcher and the base runner were
calculated to develop daring and sensa-
tional work upon the base Iines, and to
call forth the trickiness and brain pow-
er of the backstops. A runner stood an
even chance of beating the throw down;
he studied to imcrease the Dercentage
in his favor, to gain long leads, to be-
wilder the pitcher, the catcher and the
baseman. The catcher, knowing that
the runner had as good as an even
break under ordinary circumstances,
studied all sorts of devices to, entrap
and confuse the pilferers. The result
was a generation of wily and sensation-
al base runmers, like Latham, Stovey
and Mike Kelly, while a group of
brainy catchers, full of orginal and ap-
plause-winning circumventions,labored
hard to stop the nervy sprinters.

BIG GLOVE THE CAUSE.

In the latter part of 1888 came the
big glove into use, and from that day
began the decline in base running and
the accompanying retrogression of
heady, brainy catching. E

The statement is easily tested, easily
shown correct. A fifteen-minute ses-
sion with a strong-armed friend, a fat
glove of the modern type and a thin
glove, such as worn in 1887, will trans-
late the story.

When the catchers took the force of
the fiercely pojected ball ont he thin
glove of years ago their fingers gave
way, forming a sort of spring box to
receive the shock. So heavy was the
impact that the hand naturally, un-
coensclously recoiled, and the ball was
delayed a fraction of a second before
the catcher would gather it up and
shoot it down to second. Short was
this delay—only a passing instant—but
that fleeting margin of time meant all
in all tothe hustling runner. It meant
that the %g slide might beat the base-
man’s hend by the tenth of a second,
and it/meant the difference, in a word,
‘betwéenualte umpire’s cries of “Out’”
and “Safe.” - 4 :

KILLED BY BIG WIT|

| 1ts dme,te_nt with the big glove. The |
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Strictly One Price.

"Tis many a day since a Housefurnishing Store coutld claim the equal of
week—a result accomplished by the successful introduc-

First Colored Ticket Graded Discount Sale,

which is attracting such widespr:ad attention.
Bnrtment—aniture, Carpets, Draperiles,
as one of these big discount tickets attached:

All Goods Marked in Plain Figures.

Every article in every de-
Crockery and Stoves—

¥

PED

50°
*IMSCOUNT.

Thisis a pre-inventory stock-reducing sale, honestly and fairly conducted,
and will continue uutil the tlose of day Jan. 81. 4
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DISECGUNT

€ee our complete line of

BRASS
BEDS,

from the cheapest to the
best, all go at

334% Discount.

EVERY CHIFFONIER,
EVERY DRESSING CASE,
EVERY CHAMBER SUIT, 1

In all the Fine Woods—Real Mahogany,
Curly Birch, Bird’s-eve Maple, Golden Oak,

25 and 331 Per Cent Discount.

This is going to bs

saving money by furnishing your house now. Sicze the opportunity and
make use of

Our Peerless Crodit Offer, at no extra cost. No notes. No interest.

25 Per Cent From Regular Prices.

Axminsters, Brussels, Velvets, Ingrains—a ;
good assortment of sizes.
Bring room measurements.

a prosperous vear all aroynd. Why not commence

ball whangs into the great fat cushion
and its shock is killed instanter, Out
and away it speeds like a streak of
light—out and over to the baseman
Just the fraction of a second sooner
than it used to go—but that gain in
time of throw was what killed the
stolen bases, stopped the fastest run-
ners and impaired the headwork of the
catchers.

And now a ball crank comes forward
with an idea for the helping of the
runner and the restoring to the sprinter
of the fraction which was his advan-
tage before the coming of the burly
glove.

It would be unfair to take away the
protection of the catcher. The diamond
could not be altered and the pitcher
cannot be compelied to let the runners
cruise by unhindered. The new idea is
o¢ borrowed from the snappy game of
indoor ball, and, in short, is simply
this: Make two of the bases movable
and shift them so as to benefit the run-
ner.

HOW TO PREVENT TROUBLE.

In indoor ball the bases are movable

cushions, and the runner sliding into
one of them can carry it under him
and not be put out for overrunning the
bese. Thig feature alone, with the
bases kept in their present location,
woupld add to the stolen base record,
Bu@ the new idea, as the diagram ex-
plains, goes much further.
First base and the home plate, under
this arrangement, would remain sta-
tionary. Second and third would be
loose sacks such as are used in indoor
ball. There should be a mark made
eight feet the nearer side of second,
or elghty-two.feet from first, and =
stmilar mark eight feet up %he line
from third. With the bases empty, the
sacks should remain as at present lo-
cated. As soon as a batter reaches
first the second hase bag should be
carrled over to the eighty-two-foot
mark, the third base bag remaining
undisturbed. The man on first would
then have to travel eighty-two feet,
instead of ninety. to reach second; the
catcher would have almost as long a
throw as before, and the second base-
man would have to play over in such
fashion as to compel the shortstop and
third baseman to cover a lot of extra
territory or see many a drive skim
through the spot left unprotected.
Scientific batting, therefore, as well as
baserunning, would be benefited by the
innovation.

As soon as the runner reached sec-
ond the second base bag should bhe
taken back to 1ts proper location and
the third base bag removed up to the
eighty-two-foot mark. Again the run-
ner would have a shovtened journey,
while the catcher would actually have
a longer throw, thus adding greatis to
the chance of stealing third, while ghort
grounders hit at the third corner, with
the baseman playing up the line, would
keep that gentleman very busy,

‘With the bases full, or With runners
on third and second, the. hase bags
would be returned to their regular
places.

The inventor of this innovation

thinks that baserunning would be im-
proved about 60 per cent, with a cor-
responding improvement in the head-
work and trickiness of the catchers,
while the improvement in scientific
batting would cut no little figure. Some
new wrinkles would have to be intro-
duced in the flelding, too. With a man
on first a double play would have to
be made with simply lightning speed
to head off a runner covering the
shortened distance, while the whole in-
field would be kept guessing and in
continual excitement.

The diagram showing the proposed
arrangements of (he base bags are giv-
en herewith. ed

WESTERN LEAGUE MAGNATES,

Charles Comiskey Favors tke Ad-
mission of Cleveland.
CHICAGO, Jan. T7.—Western Base Ball

league officials met here today and ratified the
admission of Buffalo, N. Y., into the Western
league. The selection of a hoard of_directors
and a schedule committee also came up for
consideration. it is generally understcod that
several changes iu the circuit will be made
before the meeting adjourns. as a majority
of the members, it is sa‘d, are not entirely
satisfied with the present arrangement. Col-
umbus, O., was not a briiliant success as a
base ball town lasi year from a business
point of view, and a number of members are
looking for a substitute for the Ohio ecity.
Toronto was selected as the candidate a few
weeks ago, but today the members were in-
¢lined to faver Cleveland, in case the na-
tional league team there should be trans-
ferred to Bt. Louts, President Johnsoa said
no definite action could be taken until the
courts have decided the legal controversy
now pending at St. Louis, between Chris Von
der Alie and Ieceiver Muckenfuss, over the
ownership of the St. Louis Browns.

Amcng those present at today's meeting
were President Ban Johnson, Charles Comis-
key, of St. Paul; T. J. Loftus, of Columbus,
0., apd James Manning, of ‘Kansas City.

Owner Comisksy, of the .St. Paul club,
intimated that he thought Cleveland might
make a good member of the Western circuit,
‘““When I played in Tleveland with the St.
Louis club, years ago,”’ sa'? he ‘‘we invar-
fably drew good crowds., 1 don'. eo why
base ball should not s be successiul fhare.

Asked whether Owner Loftus, of the Colum-
bus club, would probably be the backer of
the enterprise in Cleveland. Comiskey said:
“I hope to see Tom remain in our league, but
the question is whether local backers will not
be found for the club in case Cleveland should
want to come into our league. in that event
1 presume local men would naturally be

iven the first chance. However, Loft might

e assoclated with Cleveiand en !n owning
the club. But #hls is ail my own specula-
tion. I kpow nothing about what wiil be
done."””

MILWAUKEE, Wis.,, Jan. 7.—It is rumored
here that Charies Comiskey. owner of the St.
Paul base ball club, is endeavoring to secure
a controlifng Interest In the Minneapolis
club. Such a move seems out of place at
present; but when it is considered that great
changes are in store for the various lengues
before long, it will not be surprising tc hear
of Comiskey’s desire to get a cinch on the
two frauchises in the Minnesota belt. He
wants to be on the safe side when the change
comes,

Skating Hace Todny.

This afterncon at 4 o’'clock there will be a
skating race for a mile hetween David Tuck-
er and J. Schwartz at the St. Anthony avenue
rink, St. Anthony avenue and Kemt street,
There will he other features. A masquer-
ade will oceur at the rink Monday evening.
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