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PROTEST BY PEOPLE

ANT1 . EXPANSION RESOLUTIONS
PASSED BY A NEW YORK
MASS MEETING

THE HERESY OF IMPERIALISM

Eloguent Words in Defense of
Americanism Spoken by Bourke
Cockran, Eustis
and l‘r.e-ldenl Gompers Speaking
for the Tollers of the Country—

MceKinley Would Be Dictator.

Ex-Ambassador

NEW YORK, Jan. 22.—A mass meet-
ing of citizens was held in the Academy
of Music tonight, under the auspices
of the Continental league, for the pur-
pose of protesting against the policy
of *“Imperialism and entangling al-
liances with European powers.”

The meeting was attended by a great
crowd. A list of vice presidents was
read, including these names: Wheeler
H. Peckham, Abram 8. Hewitt, Wil-
liam Hornblower, Roger A. Prior,
Francis Wayland Glenn, John C. Shee-
han and Ferederic R. Coudert.. A num-
ber of vice presidents were announced
as representing the Central Labor
urion, Including Samuel Gompers,
president of the American Federation
of Labor; John M. Parsons, master
workman of the Knights of Labor, and
Daniel Harris, president of the State
Federation of Labor.

Communications were read from ex-
President Cleveland, Col. William J.
Bryan and Bishon Henry C. Potter,
regretting their inability to be present.
Mr. Cleveland, in his letter, said:

I am so opposed to the expansionist craze
now aflicting cur body politic that eny or-
ganization formed in opposition to it hae my
hearty sympathy end approval.

Mr. Bryan said he was in full sym-
pathy with f{t.

Resolutions were adopted, declaring:

First—That the full discharge of our obli-
gations w the inhabitants of the Philippines
requires that we should without delay help
them to secure in their domestic affairs, first,
order, and then liberty, and that we are &b-
solutely and unqualifiedly opposed to the
annexation of the Philippine islands &s a
permanent portion of the national domain.

Second—That we are unalterably opposed
to the zbandonment by this republic of the
Amerjcan ideal of national growth, in favor
of the Europeam ideal of colonization; we
unreservedly support the theory that the gov-
ernment derives its just powers from the
sanction of the governed and to the theory
that there should be no taxation without
representation, and we Dbelieve, moreover,
that such theories are whoMy applicable to
the inhabitants of all the islands abandoned
by Spain as the result of the late war.

Third—That neither the government nor
the people of the United States have incurred
any cbligatien or responsibility, as the result
of the recent war with Spain, which re-
quires any departure from or abandonmept
of the policles and principles laid down for
the guidance of the republic by Washington
in his fareweli address to the American peo-

Fourth—That we are opposed therefore to
the idea that the peace-loving and free people
of the republic, who are engaged in the grand
as yet unaccomplished, of developing
natural resources and of estabusmng'
upon a firm their own theory of gov- |
ernment by, of and for the people, should

now or under any conceivable circumstances
enter upon

an zlllance with any Europsan
result of which might be to em-
European controversies, in which
our real interests are not concerned.

That we place on record our high appre-
ciation and sincerc thanks for the conspicu-
ous services rendered to the American people
by Senators Hoar, Hale, Mason and Welllng-
ten in preventing the new and dangerous
policy of imperialism from being forced
through the senate of the United States with-
out proper and adequate discussion, and we
commend to all citizens of this republic the
high sense of public duty and enlightened
patriotism which has characterized the ac-
tion of these senators in resisting innovations
on our system of government that are preg-
pant with demoralization and disaster.

PLAYING DICTATOR.

The first speaker was James B. Eus-
tis, former ambassador to France. Mr.
Eustis said in part: ‘‘There are only
two persons whose ideas on the ques-
tion of annexing the Philippines have
given me cause for serious thought.
One of them thought that by annexa-
tion certain United States merchandise
ceuld be sold to the Filipinos. The
other was a preacher, who thought that
by expansion and annexation he could
sell some Protestant Bibles to the na-
tives. The president of the United
States,” continued the speaker, *‘will,
on March 4 next, adjourn congress,
which will not meet again until De-
cember, during which time he will be-
come military dictator of more than
twelve and one-half millions of people
in these conquered islands. Yes, our
constitutional president is going to gov-
ern them by his personal will, and will
you tell me that the aet will not
afford him a swelled head?”

Mr. Eustis referred to the late war
with Spain and contended that the
signing of the peace protocol after the
suing for peace by Spain was in It-
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self suffictent to dectde the questions
involved.

Samuel Gompers, president of the
American Federation of Lator, was the
next speaker. Mr. Gompers severely
criticised the inconsistency of the Unit-
ed States government for going to war
to free the Cubans and denying th2
same measure of freedom and llberty
to the Filipinos. He said that the na-
tion had never before been called upon
to hide tyranny. He sz2id it was not
settled that the Filipinos would not re-
sist the army of the United States. He
said we could not acquire colonies and
at the same time maintain our free in-
stitutions.

W. Bourke Cockran, the next speak-
er, sald: *This heresy of imperialism
sweeping over the country is threaten-
ing the stability of our institutions and
our measure of free government. It
is political infamy. This country of
ours, the home of alien races, we are
now raising aloft in protest agalnst a
policy which if sueccessful would ob-
scure the horizon of the whole human
race. The imperialists tell you that
trade follows the flag, when, in fact,
every American knows that the very
opposite is the case. It is the:flag
that follows trade. Is it part of the
principles of our free and independent
government to proceed to victimize
pecple by first shooting and then tyran-
nizing them? We shudder from such
a destiny. We are told that it is our
destiny to expand. This child of des-
tiny is a new creation. In the old world
he is known as human depravity, No
nation, particularly the American na-
tion, can have a citizen soldler in a
mercenary army. 1 confess that I am
in favor of expansicn if it {8 meant in
the right direction. In this case every-
thing depends on what is meant by the
right direction. If we want expansion,
why here to the north of us lles a
country which is a natural part of us.
Why not annex Canada? I'd be de-
lighted to see that Hne of custom
hcuses beyond our border blown into
the great lakes and our line of terri-
tery to the north extended to Baffin's
bay. Deeply as I desire the annexa-
tion of Canada, I would not have it
by force of arms. The historles of Al-
sace and Lorraine and England’s treat-
ment of Ireland but too well illustrate
the foolishness of annexation by force
and ecoercion. Now, if England likes
us, as she claims she does, let her con-
vince Canadians that their true destiny
is with us.”

SANTIAGO SETBACK.

Order Issued by Gen. Brooke Is Hav-
ing a Bad Effect.

SANTIAGO DE CUBA. Jan. 22.—The
order from the United States military
authorities in Havana directing the
authorities of the Santiago military de-
partment not to expend any of the cus-
toms receipts without the permission
of the governor general, and the order
directing that hereafter the bulk of the
sanitary work shall be done without
money pay and for rations merely, was
given to the local press for publication
yvesterday, though received here last
Thursdayv.

El Cubano, In commenting upon the
Instructions of the governor general,
says:

“The feeling is prevalent that the
only course now is to retire to the
mountains.”

This is, of course, an exaggeratlon,
although the fact is that there are peo-
ple who make just such threats. Ac
showing how far the province has drift-
ed backward since the announcement
that the customs were not to be freely
expegded for provincial improvements,
the Santiago Heraldo reports that a
band of men are committing wholesale
depredations in the Madyari district,
where several people have been mur-
dered, and that another band in the
Guantanamo district has burned all the
cane prepared for pressing on the Isa-
bel plantaticn.

SEVEN  WIVES IN IOWA.-

TFraveler for a Chicago Silk House
Under Arrest in Davenport.

DES MOINES, Jan. 22.—George Er-
nest Beresford Foyle is the name of a
man who is said to have seven wives
iIn Towa. Two of them came together
here last October, and trouble followed
for their joint husband.

Foyle was married Feb. 22, 1898, to
Miss May Guthrie, of Des Moines, ard
they went to keeping house here. Foyle
traveled for the Winsted Silk company,
of Chicago, New York and Boston, and
was herg but little of the time. The
man who succeeded him as the repre-
sentative of the silk company says
Foyle has seven wives and innumera-
ble sweethearts in the towns on his
route through Iowa.

Last October one of the wives, Mrs,
Emily Fovle, came here from Council
Bluffs, and, learning that her husband
was living with another woman, had
him arrested. He was discharged and
escaped before an indictment for big-
amy could be secured. Officers have
been looking for him on that charge
ever since, and he was captured today
in Davenport. He will be brought here
for trial.

ADONIS A DETECTIVE.

Mounted Police Officer Makes Love
to a Borgia and Causes Arrest.

SEATTLE, Wash., Jan. 22.—A Daw-
son woman poisoner has just been tak-
en back into Northwest territory by a
clever ruse of E. Harris, sergeant of
mounted police at Dawson. He made
love to the woman and brought her
here from San Francisco as his wife.
She was a beautiful blonde and an
acknowledged heart-breaker. The de-
tails of the story of her crime are not
known here, but it is known that she
poisoned a man who had deserted her
and then fled the country. The Cana-
dian mounted police pursued her and
the man in the meantime recovered.
The police did not give up the hunt,
however, and detailed Harris, who is
a fine-looking man, straight as an ar-
row, with broad shoulders, wavy hair,
and piercing blue eyes, to find her. He
did so an'd made love to her. She be-
came infatuated and came here with
him from San Francisco. Harris’
scheme was to get her back into the
Northwest territory, where he could

arrest her, and he pretended to have '

the gold fever and persuaded her to
start with him for Atlin. They went
North on the last trip of the City of
Seattle, and once- inside British terri-
tcry 7he arrest will be made. The
woman has no suspicion that she is
going te an arctic prison. :

FIGHT T0 BE BITTER

THE BALLOTING FOR A SENATOR
BEGINS TODAY IN WEST
VIRGINIA

FACTIONS EVENLY MATCHED

Republicans Have a Majority of One
on Joint Ballot — Both Sides
Threaten to Unseat Oppoments,
and Such Action May Be Followed
by Serious Trouble—Gov. Stone
Explains Status in Pennsylvania.

CHARLESTON, W. Va., Jan. 22—
Balloting for United States senator
begins in the legislature tomorrow.

As the Republicens have a majority
of only one cn joint ballot, and that
one is In dispute, the present struggle
has become a state edition of the
Hayes-Tilden contest, The factional
fighting was ended when John T. Mec-
graw last Wednesday night received
the Democratic caucus nomination,
and on the following night N. E. Scott
was made the Republican nominee.

Since then both parties have been
working for partisan advantage in the
settlement of contested seats. The
Republicans are fighting to hold their
own and have a majority of one, since
two of the Republicans have been un-
geated In the house. As the Demo-
cratic majority in the house threatens
to unseat others, the Republican ma-
Jority in the senate has pending three
resolutions for contests in the upper
house. Before the order for balloting
{s reached tomorrow it is probable
there will be action in both branches
for the purpose of retaliation. The bal-
loting may be continued from day to
day until one of the sides gets enough
of the retaliation programme.

HOPEFUL FOR QUAY.

Stone Says the Boss Will Go
Back to the Senate.

HARRISBURG, Pa.,, Jan. 22.—Gov.
Stone gave out the following signed
statement this evening on the sena-
torial situation:

My opinion hes not changed since I ex-
pressed the belief, after the action of the
caucus meking Mr. Quay the nominee of
the Republican party for United States sen-
ator, that he would be re-elected. His sup-
asrters have not had a break in their ranks
since that time, and they have made gains.
Pennsylvania is a Republicen state, and un-
less there are serious reasons why a regularly
nominated man of the party in the state
should not be re-elected, it Is safe to sey he
will be. More than a majority of the general
assembly are now publicly committed to him.
No one can fairly question the regularity
of the nomination of Sesator Quay. The
caucus was regularly called and properly
conducted. Straight-out Republicans gener-
ally throughcut the commonwealth have ac-
cepted him as the candidate of their party
and want to see him elected.

The conspiracy case brought against him
in the heat of the campaign has been fully
ventilated, and the political character of the
cese s properly understood by the members
of the party. The argument of the attorneys
before the supreme court clearly demon-
strated that there was nothing in the bills of
indictment against Senator Quay, nor in the
testimony, showing him to have violated any
law. This bas been made plain to all, as has
been the fact that this prosecution was in-
spired and instituted for the purpose of in-
fluencing votes agalnst Senator Quay in his
senatorial campaign.

It 1s not my purpose nor intention to in-
terfere with any one who is opposed to Sen-
ator Quay. That is his right and privilege.
But I do say that way down in the heartg
of nearly one-half of a miilfon of Republic-
ans in Pennsylvania who voted for me for
governor at the last election there is a feel-
ing of sympathy for Senator Quay in the
present crisis. He has been a brave sol-
dier in the hour of his country’s trouble;
he has been a gallant emd victorious field
marshal of the Republican party, not only
in state campaigns, but in one of the great-
est and most bitterly fought national cam-
paigns ever witnessed in American politics.
Mainly to Senator Quay, as chairman oi the
national Republican committee, did we owe
the election of Gen. Benjamin Harrison to
the United States presidency. As a b
of the senate he has watchfully and zealous-
ly guarded the great interests of our com-
monwealth, His Influence was potentiai,
not only in materially aiding in the passags
of the MeKinley bill, but, with the Democrats
in control of congress, through his close re-
lations with his colleagues on both sides of
the house, and his statesmanlike course on
the floor of the senate, he saved Pennsylva-
nia’s industries from ruin by the amendments
he had inserted in the Wilson bill for their
especial protection.

There should be no occasion for concern
among the friends of Senator Quay on ac-
count of the present deadlock on the senator-
ship. Public sentiment in his favor is mek-
ing itself felt among the members of the
legislature. If Sepator Quay’'s supporters
stand firm, as I am convinced they will, his
re-¢fection will certalnly follow in due time.

—William A. Stone.

HARRISBURG, Pa., Jan. 22—E. A.
Van Valkenburg, whe is managing the
antl-Quay campaign, issued a state-
ment tonight, in which he says the
senatorial situation is no longer com-
plicated nor uncertain. Mr. Van Valk-
enburg claims Senator Quay’s strength
was most when he received 113 votes,
which is just 14 short of a major-
ity. Against him are 139 votes; 87 are
Democrats and 52 anti-Quay Repub-
licans.

KILLED THE GOVERNOR.

Spanish Officers Attacked by Natives
in the Philippines.

LABUAN, British Borneo, Jan. 22—
The steamer Labuan, which has just
returned from the island of Palawn, in
the southwest portion of the Philippine
archipelago, reports that the Spanish
governor of the island and a number
of Spanish officers were murdered by
the natlves while issuing from a
church. The natives then retired to
the hills, taking the women and chil-
dren and some men as prisoners.

A Bpanish gunboat and a mail boat
called and left again. Capt. Pfort, of
the steamer Labuan, interviewed the
natives and brought away the gov-
ernor’'s wife, the other women, a priest
and twelve soldiers, all of whom are
now safe at Sandaken, British Borneo, °

BIG BUSINESS DEAL.

Fifteen Million Dollars Invested imn
Southern Ceoal Properties. -

ENOXVILLE, Tenn. Jan. 22.—The
largest business transaction made in
the South in ten years has just been
announced here. It involves an in-
vestment of $15,000,000, and is of vast
Importance to upper East Tennessee
and Southwest Virginia. -The Virginia
Coal and Irén company has bought in

Gov.

the immernise’ blast furnaces at Max |-

Meadows, Pulaski and- Roanoke, alse

the Bristol & South Atlantic and the

Knoxville & Ohio rallways. Cash is
paid for all the propertes. The com-
pany becomes owner of 125000 acres
of coking land properiy, 60,000 acres of

ore land, three rﬂﬁm and twelve

furnaces. :

-New York financiere were interested
in the enterprise, the outcome of which
was 4 company ot% stock sub-
scribed and the same amount of bonds,
which were issued ‘and.sold for eash.

The company ls for the
purchase of the f at Johnson
City and Embryv Tenn. Upper

Baet Tennessee ang Southwest Vir-
ginia are rich in coal, dron, zinc and
other metals, together with forests of

timber of evm
UNIQUE NEW CLUB.

Men Who Want to Live 100 Years
Will Assemble at a Dinner.
NEW YORK, Jan. 22.—Plans are un-
der way for a banquet at which every
reveler gathered about the board will
be pledged to try to live more than 100
vears. This assembling together of per-
sons who want to stay on earth be-
yvond the allotted time will mark the
first feast of the One Hundred Year

club for the study of longevity.

In a copyrighted circular just issued
the project for the revel is set forth,
and it is held that ene of the secrets
of keeping up and around after the
generations have been gathered is a
“scientific knowledge as to the chemis-
try of food.” In this connection the cir-
cudar tells of a prosperous manufac-
turer who lives on 15 cents a day.

This allusion is pot intended to keep
anybody away from the banquet. That
will be no 15-cent meal. On the
contrary, it will be a veritable feast at
one of the prominent hotels. The cir-
cular admits that there may seem to
be some danger in such a choice, and
that it has the a nce of 1
tency with long life, but the answer is
that the one-hundred-year folks can
better stand such an:orgy than other
persons, because, fortified by scientific
llving, they can get over it easier.

SINGLE STAR FLAG.

Nebraska Woman Weounld Join
the Stars Into One Big One.
CHADRON, Neb., Jan. 22.—Mrs. Fan-
nie Olinn, a promineat woman attor-
ney of Nebraska, who has offices in
this city, West Point and Omaha, and
who is one of the few women of Amer-
jca admltted to praectice before the su-
preme court of the United States, is a
strong advocate of & change in the
placement of the stars on the Ameri-
can flag, and the plan which she ad-
vances Is meeting with popular ap-
proval. Mrs. Olinn claims that there
are so many white stars on the blue
ground that a little ways off it only
shows as one blurred mass and con-
veys no meaning to the mind as in the
case with the thirteen plain stripes.
She- suggests the arrangement of the
forty-five stars into one large star, di-
vidéd inito five equal peimts with room
in the center and in the points for
many more stars. This arrangement
would be symbolical of the many
states, stars forming the one great na-
tion symbolized by the large star.

SPIDERS IN COFFEE.

Charge of Tom Thomas, 8 Georgia
Farmer, Will Be Investigated.

SANDERSVILLE, Ga., Jan. 22.—The
vife and relatives o!r!!‘o'n:l Thomas, a
farmer of this county, are suspected
f having attempted to poison Thomas
v putting spiders iithis coffee. He
came to Sandersville and said his chil-
dren, who had objected to his second
marriage, had caused a general row,
and he claimed that-his wife put spi-
ders in his coffee and that he found the
cooked bodies in his cup after he had
swallowed some of it. This made him
deathly sick, but he did not drink
enough of the poisoned coffee to cause
death. So incensed are the friends of
Thomas that they will demand that the
authorities investigate the case. If his
charges are proved true his wife will
dcubtless be tried for. attempted mur-
der.

COUNTERFEIT KING DEAD.

Russell Hoyt, Whe Was a Trouble to
the Secret Service.

NEW YORK, Jan. 22.—The Kking of
counterfeiters is dead. Russell B. Hoyt,
the man who made the United Btates
gsecret service mors tresble than any
other single criminal in the country,
was laid at rest today under the trees
at Bethel,.Conn.

He died in Danbury, having been
pardoned from the Wethersfield prison
several months ago by President Mec-
Kinley, with his days then numbered.
Hoyt put $1,000,000 in bad bills in cir-
culation at one grand coup, to say
nothing of thousands and thousands
more at other tlmes, He was the
brains of his band; the others did the
mechanical labor at his direction and
passed the money.

EXPANSION- MEMORIAL.

It Will Be Sent to the Senate by the
Manufacturers.
CINCINNATI, Jan, 22.—The corre-
spondence of Secretary E. P. Wilson,
of the National Association of Manu-
facturers, Indicates- that most of the
1,200 members will be in attendance
here this week at thefr annual conven-
tion. The fact that.a memorial will
be sent to congress on the question of
expansion, as well as other issues, is
likely to secure a large -attendance.
The local board of the society and Cin-
cinnati Commercial elub have adopt-
ed resolutions in favor of expansion,
and it is thought that such will be the
course of the National Association of
Manufacturers. The ®pening session
will be held on Tuesday morning.
JAMES FLOODS BRIDE.
Kansas City Girl Will Wed the Bo-
nanza’s King's Son.
KANSAS CITIY, Jan. 22.—Miss Maud
L. Fritz, of Kansas City, according to
the Star, is to beeomme the bride of
James L. Flood, oniy #on of the late
James C. Flood, the famous California
bonanza king, whe fell heir to one-
third of his father"s vasi estate., Miss
Fritz is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs,
John Fritz, a loeal eontractor, and 1s a
eister of the late Mrs. Flood, who died
a year ago this month. The wedding

.will take place in Ktnm I City about
-Feb. 8. 2

An

v

THE LATE 1SAAC E. STAPLES,
Whose Will rlas Been Set Aside by the Verdict of a Jury at Stillwater,

ALL GREECE SHAKEN

SERIOUS Smll(: DISTURBANCES
REPORTED FROM VARIOUS
PARTS OF KINGDOM

TWO VILLAGES DESTROYED

Reports as Yet Are Meager, but the
Loss of Life Appears to Have
Been Small — Great Damage to
Property in Various Localities—
The People Are Afraid to Return
to Their Homes.

ATHENS, Jan. 22.—A strong seismic
disturbance was felt this morning
at 9:30 o'clock thoughout the Pelopon-
nesus (the southern part of the king-
dom of Greece), espeocially In the south-
western departments of the peninsula,
All the houses in the town of Philiatra,
in the department of Messina, on the
“Jonlan coast, have been damaged and
.the inhabitants are now camping out
in the suburbs. Two villages in the
vicinity of Philiatra were completely
destroyed, many people being slightly
injured.

The villages of Kiparisgia and Stasco
were also practically destroyed, though
it is not known as yet whether there
were any victims there.

Much damage to property was done
- at Navarire, a sedport six miles north
of Modon, whose harbor witnessed the
victory of the English, French and
Russian fleets over those of the Turks
and Egyptians in 1827; and consider-
able loss is reported from Calamata,
eapital of the department of Messina,
near the head of the Gulf of Keron.

e shock was severely felt in the
district of Zante,capital of the Ionian
island of that name, but there was no
loss of life or property there. Many
glighter shocks have occurred during
the day and tonight the people
at numerous towns and. villages are
afraid to return to their houses.

The authorities are doing ail in their
power to furnish tents and supplies.

HENRY [RVING'S PLANS.

‘Will Present Sardou’s “Rcbespierre”
in London With Eilen Terry.

LONDON, Jan. 22.—Irving has re-
turned to London from Bournemouth.
Amid the rumors and contradictions
regarding his plans and the Lyceum
theater management, it is next to im-
possible to get at all the facts. Sir
Henry and Misg Terry, assuming them
capable of such an attempt, could not
have secured a more effective adver-
tisement. Nothing short of a possible
statement by the actor would be ac-
cepted In London as final concerning
the real situation.

Today Sir Henry promises, over his
own signature, to present Sardou’s
“Robesplerre,” with Miss Ellen Terry,
at the Lyceum in April, and he is still
talking of an American trip after the
Lyceum engagement, though nothing
is said of Miss Terry in connection
with that.

His announcement is not Inconsistent
with Miss Terry's earller statement to
the public that she was organizing a
company to play in the provinces, That
was her original idea, but the schema
went on the assumption that Sir Hen-
ry's convalescence would be prolonged
and that he could not play next spring.

There had been some differences be-
tween them regarding the choice of
plays, Miss Terry Insisting that Irv-
ing’s selection was not always fair to
herself. But the Sardou play, written
with an eye to its production in Eng-
lish by Irving and Terry, will suit her
as well as any. It is understood that
no other disagreements whatever have
existed. i 2 2

HOOLEY HARD HIT.

Deliberate Fraund Charged Against
the English Company Promoter.

LONDON, Jan. 2.—The Daily Tele-
graph publishes the text of the report
of the official receiver In bankruptcy
on Ernest T. Hooley’'s affairs.

The facts elicited at the prolonged
inquiries were sufficiently startling,
but when summarized -with the official
comments they are more astounding
than ever. The promotion of fifteen

000. Altogether he received over $70,-
000,000 for -his company promotions.
For the properties and good will he
paid $45,000,000, his profits thus being
$26,000,000.

Nevertheless, by payments to emi-
nent people to join the beards and by
selling shares at a discount and buy-
ing at a premium to deliver on con-
tract, the result of his gigantic deals
was a net loss to Hooley of $446,000.
The official receiver estimates that the
bankrupt's estate will pay four shill-
ings on the pound.

‘The official receiver:charges Hooley

-

cycling companies amounted to $43,000,-"

with deliberate fraud. For instance, In
the Beeston Pneumatic Tire company,
the profit of $447,000 was dtvided among
the chairman, one director, and Mr.
Hooley. Every trace of this transac-
tion was removed from Hooley’'s books,
and checks and counterfolls were de-
stroyed. The official receiver reports
that the transaction was fraudulent
and that Hooley was a party to it. Dur-
ing the twelve months previous to his
bankruptcy his personal expenditure
amounted to $£4,000 and his charitable
donations to $195,000. During this
period his business transactions show-
ed a loss of $1,000,000.

It is obvious that a sensational prose-
cution must follow and probably not
against Hooley alone. Another in-
evitable and most welcome result will
be the immediate strengthening of the
law relating to the formation of public
companies.

RUSSIA PESSIMISTIC.

Not Much Hope for the Czar's Peace
Party at Home.

LONDON, Jan. 23.—The St. Peters-
burg correspondent of the Times says:
“Few people in Russia are very hope-
ful of the results of the czar’s confer-
ence for the limitation of armaments.
Certainly the military element is not
overjoyed, although settled pay might
be the result of retrenchment in war
expenditures.

“¥t 13 now eaid that it was a request
by Gen. Kuropatkin for more money
to increug the pay of officers and to
ucquire & new gun that first caused
Emperor Nicholas and M. de Witte,
the finance minister, to ask themselves
where the demands of the war depart-
ment would stop. A secret commission
of the ministers of war, marine, finance
and foreign affairs then sat to advise
the czar on the subject.”

FRESH FIGHTING IN CONGO.

Heavy Loss Inflicted on Belgian
Troops by the Natives.

BRUSSELS, Jan. 22.—There has been
fresh fighting in the Congo State be-
tween the Belgian troops and the reb-
ele, the former having sustained heavy
lcsses, including some white officers
killed.

Le Patriote says:

“The real trouble of the gituation in
the Congo State is being hidden. The
losses of the Congo State troops of late
have been much understated here. The
whole countryis in a ferment, and the
rebellion is not being put down. The
government troops appear to fear the
rebels, and the prestige of the whites
has been much impaired.”

ESTERHAZY MAY TALK.

The Count Released From His Oath
of Professional Secrecy.
PARIS, Jan. 22.—Maj. Comte Ferdi-
nand Walsin Esterhazy, the reputed
author of the Dreyfus bordereau, who
arrived here Wednesday evening from
Rotterdam to testify before the court
of cassation, wrote yesterday to M. de
Freycinet, the minister of war, asking
to be released from his oath of profes-

sional secrecy.

M. de Freycinet today acceded to his
request, and it 1s believed that Comte
Esterhazy will appear before the court
tomorrow. He continues to decline to
receive visitors,

- CRISIS IN BELGIUM.

King Leopold Is at Outs With His
- Ministers.

BRUSSELS, Jan. 22 —According to
the Patriote serious disturbances have
arisen between King Leopold and some
of the ministers on the question of the
introduction of the uni-electoral 8ys-
tem, which the king advocated. It is
rumored .that the premier, M. de Smet
de Nayer, will resign tomorrow, and
that the cabinet will be reconstructed.

IS LEO ILL?

Rumor Via Paris That His Holiness’
Comndition Is Critical.

_ LONDON, Jan. 23.—The Paris corre-
spondent of the Daily Chronicle says
that a French bishop has recelved a
telegram from Rome saying that the
pope is dangerously {ll.

A dispatch from Rome on Saturday
said that the pope had completely re-
covered his health after a slight attack
of influenza and had received in audi-
ence a deputation of the canons of St.
Jean on that day.

Ireland’s Trip.
LONDON, Jan. 23.—The Paris correspond-
ent of the buli“&:hvnk.!e says: Archbishop
, after visit to Rome, will come
here to consult with the French bishops on
the subject of Hecterism. The bishop of
Orleans has invited the distinguished Ameri-
can ecclestastic to preside over the fetes in
honor of Joan d’Arc.

STAPLES WILL INVALID

JURY SETS ASIDE THE BEQUESTS
OF THE LATE STILLWATER
MILLIONAIRE

TESTATOR'S MIND UNSOUND

That the Conclusion Reached by
the Twelve Men After Thirty
Hours Devoted to the Considera-
tion of the Evidence Offered——oOn
Trial for Thirty Days——The Cene
Will Probably Be Appealed.

STILLWATER, Minn;, Jan. 22—
(Special.)—The will of the late Hon.
Isaac Staples has been set aside, the
jury returning a verdict for the con-
testant, E. S. Bronson, late this after-
noon. The jury decided that Mr. Sta-
ples was not of sound mind at the time
the will was drawn and also decided
that he was not capable of transacting
ordinary business.

The jury was out thirty hours and
eévery one expected a disagreement, but
it seems that the Jurors devoted a
great deal of time to the testimony
and weighed the admissions and as-
Sertions of each witness.

Judge Williston was at the Sawyer
house when the agreement was reach-
ed angd promptly went to the court
house and received the verdict. The
verdict involves an estate of an esti-
mated value of $1,300,000. The case will
probably be appealed.

No case which has been tried in
‘Washington county has, previous to
this action, been so bitterly contested.
The property interests Involved were
large and neither side has neglected
any point which might be turneqd to its
advantage. There have been two hear-
ings; one before the probate court,
which was largely formal in its nature,
and the second, the action which has
just been concluded, which was tried
upon a question of fact—the soundness
Or unsoundness of mind of the testator
at the time he signed the probated will,
During the hearing before the jury,
which lasted some thirty days, over
150 witnesses have been examined.
Among these were those whe had been
friends and employes of Mr. Staples,
men who had done business with him,
doctors who attended him and the at-
torney who formerly had charge of his
legal business. Tt was not denied that
the late millionaire was & man with
many peculiar traitz of character, and
the jury, after considering all the evi-
dence, decided that the oddities which
developed In his later life amounted to
dementia.

ST. CROIX PIONEER.

Mr. Staples was among the pioneers
of the St. Croix valley' and was early
identified with its lumbering interests.
For a time that was his prinelpal busi-
ness, but later his commercial activi-
ties widened and he embarked in bank-
ing and other business ventures. In
1893 he suffered from a serious illness,
and the contention of the contestant of
the will was that after that time he

never bLeen entirely sound in mind.

Mr. Staples died in June of last year
and shortly after a will bearing date
of Oct. 10, 1898, was produced by Mrs.
Angelina Hover, his housekeeper—who
previous to the death of the late Mrs,
Staples had also been her nurse—and
offered for probate. By the terms of
this will the estate of Mr., Staples,
roughly valued at one millien dol-
lars, was, after the payment of certain
bequests. to be divided into four equal
parts for distribution. Among the be-
quests were several of $5000 ezch to
grandchildren and one of $10.000 to A.
C. Hospes, the husband of a surviving
daughter. The four parts into which
the bulk of the property was divided
Were to go one each to the sons of Mr,
Staples—I. E. Staples, Charles Albert
Staples and David E. Staples—while
the fourth share was to be equally di-
vided between Mrs. A. C. Hospes and
Mrs. Caroline B. Swaine,
daughters,

Shortly after the will was producad
contest proceedings were instituted by
Edwin S. Bronson, son of a deceas=d
daughter of Mr. Staples. This contest
was first heard in the probate court,
where the hearing was begun Aug. 23
of last year, before Judge Wilson. Tha
will offered for probate was proved by
the proponents and some evidence to
sustain {t offered, but the contestant
decided to offer no evidence and the
will was therefore admitted to probate,
From this decision Mr. Bronson ap-
pealed to the district court. and the
hearing was taken up before Judge
Williston and a jury in December. This
hearing resulted in the verdict given
today.

surviving

BENEFITS BRONSON.

The verdict of the jury, if it is final-
ly sustained, will result in a division
at law, according to the contention of
Mr. Bronson, the contestant. No other
will is known to be in evidence and the
division will be according to the com-
mon law. Interesting as bearing upon
such a divislon is a copy of a will of-
fered in evidence during the hearing
which left the estate as it will be di-
vided by the courts. This will was
drawn in 1893, by Judge J. C. Netha-
way, and divided the estate, after cer-
tain bequests, into seven equal parts
to be given to the children of Mr. Sta-
ples or their heirs.

The prineipal beneficiaries under the
verdict today are the children of two
daughters of Mr. Staples, who died be-
fore his decease. These daughters ware
Mrs. Matthew H. -Clark, of St. Paul,
and Mrs. Bronson, who was the wife
of Col. W. G. Bronson. There are threa
children who will divide Mrs. Clark’'s
share of the estate, and for Mrs. Bron-
son’s portion there are also three heirs,
W. J. Bronson Jr.,who lives in Chicago,
and Edwin S. Bronson and Mrs. W. H.
Bean, both of Stillwater. Mr. Bronson,
who brought the action, will be enti-
tled, under the verdict, to one-third of
one-seventh of the estate. Since the
death of Mr. Staples in June, I. E. Sta-
ples, who, under the will, received one-
quarter of the estate, has also passed
away.

Going to China.

ROME, Jan. 22.—The Tribune announces
that the Italian crulsers Elsie and Etna are
shortly going to China, but that the eof
the Italian government's intention to aw
a Chinese port is premature.

Spanish Finances.

MADRID, Jen. 22.—The Bank of Spain’'s
report for the week ended yesterday shows
the following: Gold in hand, no change;
siiver o hand, increased, 7,101,000 pesetas;
rotes In circulation, increased 1,861,000 pe-
setas. .



