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PRESIDENT OF PARAGUAY.

|

He Chats About the

Chances for Americans
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(Copyrighted, 1889, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
ASUNCION, Jan. 2—Let me intro-
duce vou to the president of Paraguay.
I have had a talk with him in his
palace in the clty of Asuncion. His
otfice in a magnificent building above
the P: uay river. It is a palace
which would not be out of place among
residences of Potsdam, near
vould be a fine building in
don or Washington. lg is
an imn ¢ siructure of two stories,
with watls so coverea with stucco that
they mble white marble, and a
tower that of a cathedral rising
.enter. It has wide galleries
\bout the greater part of
vorticoes are upheld by
It is in the heart of
a. as far inland from the
1t line as New York is
om Chicago, and by the route
travel over tne Rio de la
ina and the Paraguay
- from the Atlantic as is
of Omaha. The palace
the tyrant Lopez, just be-
X ay's war with the Argen-
republic, ' Uraguay and Brazil.
Lepez was living in it during the war,
and h mies almost battered it to
pieces with their guns. Since then it
has been repaired, and it now contalns
he offices of the president and his
government.

A CALL ON THE PRESIDENT.
i{s Juan B.

tine
tine

The president’s name
Egusaquiz He is one of the practical
business n of Paraguay. If you saw
him on the streets of New York you
might take him for one of the mil-
lionalres of the city, and you would
certainly think him a man of impor-
tance. He is, I judge, about fifty
vears of . and in features and form
reminds n of President Harrison's

socretary of the treasury, Charles Fos-
t * Ohio. His eyes are as bright
o of “Calico Charlie,” and his
quite as cordial. He has the
tical ideas which sparkle in
tion of Mr. Foster, and the
tic hope for the future
thin about him.

. in the reception rcom of the
palace that I met him. Our American
consul, Mr. John Ruffin, introduced
me. Mr. Ruffin is a colored man from
Tennessee. He has a complexion as

licht as that of the average Para-
g ;an, and he has put I his time
.11 on the study of the Spanish

50 We 4
: 3 appointment that he was ap.e
s Interpreter in the talk with
-esident. The president says that
is rapidly regaining its o'd
It has now almost as many
before its terrible war. He
that Paraguay has now 700,-
itonts, but says that it could
seven million. He tells me
raguay is anxious to have im-
that therc is a good
those who have small
nd wish to own good homes.
i President Egusquiza as 10
a the security of property. He
the tities were as good
. Urnited States, and that
operty is entirely secure. He
would be no tampering with
tes by the government, and
foreigner would have equal
1yans,
< -re would be the best
place or investments In Paraguay.
He replied that the country was an
vndeveloped emnpire, and that it had
¢ sreas of natural pasture which
peecizlly fitted for cattls raising.
e sald, could be bought at low
He alco referred to the chances
ine money in manufacturing,
.d me to tell our people that
.y them to come out and look

hi

, and
> here for
. :

it would

the :1»1::41'.‘-:\»1'. He seemed glad of a
chance to have his country better
known in the United States, and asked
me to wait a few moments while he
dictated letters for me to the heads
of his government departments and

prominent business men. These letters
I have since used, and through them
have secured the best and latest data
upon the different matters of interest.

One of my most intelligent inform-
ants has beecn the secretary of state,
Senor Jose Decoud. Mr. Decoud speaks
sh, German and Spanish. He

veled over all parts of Para-
and has published a number of
concerning it. He iIs largely in-
d in the United States, and his
v contains more North Americana
u will find in the library of any
net ministers at home. I
spent one afterncon with him at his
residence in the suburbs of Asuncion.
His house has only one story, but it
must cover about a quarter of an acre
of grecund, and the cellings of it are
about twenty feet high. Its gardens
are filled with tropical plants, and It
is, all toid, one of the most comfort-
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and American Capital.

able and delightrful homes I have visit-
ed in South America.
PARAGUAYAN LANDS,

As a result cof these talks, and also
from my travels through a large part
of the country, I judge that there must
soon be a declded increase in the value
of Paraguayan lands. The best parts
of South America are being absorbed

more-rapidly than we think. The Ar-
gentine and Uruguay have but little
good goverrment land left. Real es-

tate has gone up in the countries south
of here, and today cheapn lands for
stock raising are limited. 1 doubt
whether there is mueh wild pasture
in Paraguay that is not owned by
some one, but the lands are still low.
The grars is green here all the year
round. There ig water everywhere, and
the cattle need but little care except at
the times of the annual round-ups.
Every year the marketable stock is
picked out and driven to Asuncioa for

are large, but so far the cattle upgn
them are of a low grade. They do not
compare with those of the Argentine
or Uruguay, and the money made is
not through careful management nor
good breeding, but purely on account
of the rich lands and fine climate. 1
am told that the natural increase of the
stock is from 26 to 35 percenl annually
as to the number of animals, and from
80 to 90 per cent as to the number of
cows, Cattie are now worth in the
neighborhood of §10 a head, although
good fat beeves will bring more at the
markets. It is estimated that the coun-
try will support eight times as many
cattle as it now has. The estimate is
that a square mile of pasture will main-
tain 260 cattle and that a square league
will feed 1,500 grown beeves.
HOW LAND IS SOLD.

Land in Paraguay is sold by the
square league. A Paraguayan leagu=
contains 5,760 acres, or almost 1,000
acres less than a square league of the
Argentine Republic. Land sells all thz
way from $100 gold upward per league.
There is little good land that can b2
had at the lowest price, for at that it
would bring less than two cen‘s an
acre. But I have seen what T am told
is faif grazing land sold at $700 a
league, and there are times when you
can buy fairly good pasture for less
than this. Such land requires only
fencing to make usable. The cattle
upon it might be herded without fenc-
ing but this would throw it open to

Ayres is only 1,115 miles. You would
think that all the lumber of the Rio
de la Plata basin would come from
Paraguay. Still it does not. Why?
Because it ccsts too much to get the
woods down the river. These woods
are almost all hard. ~They are as heavy
as Iron, and when you put a log on
the water it sinks to the bottom. There
1s no means of igetting them from the
interior to the river except upon the
railroad where freights are high or
upon carts or ‘on boats on the little
streams which are tributariez of the
Paraguay. Lumber carriage is all pald
for by the pound, and the freights cut
the profits off of the business. Labor
is low, as far as daily wages is con-
cerned, but, as measured by results, it
is high, The men are lazy and inef-
ficlent. There is no machinery. The
logs are sawed out by. hand, one man
standing on top and another below.

“The most of the trees are crooked, and

}t is almost Impossible to get a straight
og.
SATABLE WOODS.

And still some kinds of the woods
are wonderfully beautiful. Quebracho
Colorado is as red as the dark moss
rose. It is used for dye wood and
tanning, and there is a German firm
that is shipping a large amount of it
to the United States. The best of it
comes from the west bank of the Para-
guay river, from what is called the
Paraguayan chaco. This wood is also
used for railroad ties. It brings about

HOME OF AMERICAN CONSUL RUFFIN, ASUNCION, PARAGUAY.

There is a demand for the meat
as well as the hides. Paraguay has
about two million cattle. It has three
for every man, woman and child in the
ccuntry, but it does not raise enough
meat for its own consumption.

These people are beef eaters. They
eat the meat fresh and they dote on
it when it is dried and saited. As you
ride through the country you see strips
and sheets of meat hanging upon poles
and swaying to and fro in the breeze
as the red flannel shirts of our wash-
ings sway to and fro in the United
States. The alr Is the refrigerator of
the South American countries. The
meat is not kept in cold storage, but it
is dried by the warm air and the sun,
and when it is as hard as the bone in
it it is laid away for future consump-
tion,

Dried beef ig one of the chief exports
of this part of the world. I will bring
more in all the markets of the South
American countries than fresh meat,
and it is the only kind of meat that wiil
keep. Beef treated in the ordinary way
spoils after a day, and the regulations
for many of the markets are such that
it must be thrown away. Dried beef or
jerked beef is used for stews. It is
cooked with rice, potatoes and man-
dioca, and every one uses it.

FORTUNES N STOCK RAISING.

So far there has heen no business of
this kind to speak of in Paraguay. The
countries of Uruguay and the Argen-
tire make fortunes by shipping dried
meat to Brazil and the West India
Iclands. Here the money comes chiefly
from the sale of cattle on foot and from
their hides. About 100,000 hides are ex-
rorted from Parguay every year. They
are sent down the rivers to Buenos
Ayres and thence many of them are
shipped to the United tSates.

As to stock farms, the most of them

sale.

all and is not considered advisable.

I would say, however, that no nur-
purchases should be made by our peo-
ple without personal investigation,
The man who thinks of putting his
money in Paraguay should come here
and study the conditions. He should
not buy without seeing the land, as
there are large swamps in some parts
of the country and the rajpy season
covers such lands with waten

FORESTS OF PARAGUAY.

The forests of Paraguay are full of
fine woods. I believe they offer good
chances for investment, but still the
wheels of Dame Fortune’s lumber cars
in South America are clogged with
natural difficulties. which can only be
urderstood by those upon the ground.
There is a big demand for lumber in
all the South American countries. I
found Oregon pine at all the ports of
the west coast, and our Maine pine
comes to Brazil, Uruguay, the Argen-
tine and goes even around through the
Strait of Magellan. This pine is car-
ried a distance of more than 6,000 miles
by ship to the Buenos Ayres markets.
Here in Paraguay the forests are right
on the river with a water communica-
tion as good as that of the Mississippl
between them and the markets, and
the distance from here to Buenos

THE HOUSE TO BE BUILT FOR

NEW YORK, Feb. 16.—The palace of white
frumte which is now in course of construc-
fon for Willlam A. Clark, United States sen-
ator-elect from Montana, will rival any ot
the superb private dwellings In this city of
notable and magnificent homes. In cost -t
will equal the Vanderbilt palace and in ap-
pointments and arrangements the new house
will surpass, It is sald, any of the fine
&ylvate residences in New York. About $2-

0.000 will be expended on the building, and
when It Is ready for its owner to step into
it Mr. Clark will find about him surroundings
that are usually associated with royalty. For
years the rich Montana man has dreamed of
just such a gorgeous frame for his treas-
ures of brush and chisel, and in his new
home the art galleries will be the motive
and mainspring of his creation of domestic
architecture.

Mr. Clark, after long watching, waiting and
negotiation, secured an ideal site for his city
home at the corner of Fifth avenue and
Seventy-seventh street, overlookjn& Central *

lot has a frontage on Fifth ave-
xue of 52.2 feet, and a deptid of 168.8 feet with

SENATOR-ELECT W. A. CLARK, AT

an L strip at tbe rear 68.8 feet wide and 50
feet deep. Outwardly the Clark mansion will
be in the modern Louls XIV. style, beloved
by architects because of its plasticity and its
opportunities for novelty and creation. The
principal facade will be on Seventy-seventh
street, of course, and there will be a subor-
dinate entrance and porte-cochere on the
avenue side. On that side will be Mr. Clark’s
offices and a billlard room on the ground
floor. This floor will also contain a spaclous
reception ropm, the culinary department, and
other service rooms. The grand staircase
will rise from this floor.

On the first floor above the low ground
floor will be Mr. Clark’s picture znd sculp-
ture galleries. These will make the two
largest halls In the house. In the statuary
hall the space is cut through to the story
above, presenting the appearance of a lofty
lobby, the spaces of which are crowned with
a dome. The dining hall will also be located
On this landing, and when occaslon requires
the entire floor can be thrown into one so
that it will

e R e R R e e T
SEVENTY-SEVENTH STREET AND FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK.

$1 gold a tie in Buenos Ayres, and this,
Ii am told, leaves a profit of 33 cents a
tie.

WILL BREAK AN AX.

Another very hard wood is the lega-
cho, which is also used for railroad
purposes. It is so-kard that it will turn
the edge of a steel ax. This is a very
sound wood, not prone to crack and of
great strength. It is of a greenish yel-
lew color, and some varieties of it have
a curl in it like the bird’s eyve maple.
It brings good prices. Lepacho would
make very good furniture wood, and
so would many of the other hard woods
of Paraguay.

The black and red palms, for in-
stance, would be valuable for veneer-
ing, for they take a high polish and
are wonderfully durable: They will last
for years underground-and in the water
ard are exceedingly hard.

I should think that an American
furniture factory established in Para-
guay weuld pay well. The country now
imports its furniture from Germany,
Austria and the United States. Both
Uruguay and Paraguay get the most

of their furniture from the same
sources, and, the prices of all such
things are remarkably high. I saw

Amerlcan school desks being landed
from a ship at one of the towns of
lower Paraguay. American desks and
chairs are in demand all over South
America, but owing to their high prices
are not generally used.

Paraguay has a very good cedar,
much llke that of our cigar boxes,
which could be used for making of
furniture. A similar wood is the timbo,
found In South Paraguay. It has a
grain much like the cedar and grows
to great height. It is very light, the
Indians using it for troughs and ca-
noes.

AMERICAN TRADE.

Speaking of our trade” with Para-
guay, It is comparatively very small.
There are many things in which it
might be increased, and this matter
of furniture is one. Cheap furniture
is needed. It should be sent knocked
down so that it could be put together
upon landing.

We should also sell Paraguay cotton
and woolen goods. At present 85 per
cent of such articles are furnished by
England and Germany. There is no
cloth of any kind made in Paraguay.
The black wooleh shawis worn by the
women come from Germany and Bel-

end. The stairease, leading north, is illumi-
nated by cathedral windows.

All the Fifth avenue pavillion will be occu-
pled by the salon, which is designed to be
32 feet wide and 46 feet long. Light will be
furnished by cunningly concealed -electric
bulbs in cornice and cealing. Connected with
the salon and the dining room, on the Seven-
ty-seventh street side, will be a petit salon
opening into the hall of sculpture. The pic-
ture gallery, upon which the architects have
spent most of their time, will be the central
plece of the first floor architecture. It wiil
be 25 feet in height and is so arranged that
it can be used as an auditorlum or theater.
The stage, 26 by 16 feet, is at the end of the
L and will be equipped with all-the necessary
::echmied apparatus of a first-chass play-

ouse.

On the second floor, immediatel
%‘Lng.room. will aer tléel ll:n.rr. ’H::;'::
be arranged Mr. Clark’s private apart-
will be on !ln" 2

manding a view of Fifth avenue and the
park. On this floor will be a breakfasting
room and several suites of apartments for
such distingulshed guests as the new senator
may invite to share his hospitality. On the
third and fourth floors will be arranged
luxurious and richly ‘decorated bed chambers
and the servants’ quarters will occupy the
half-story at the top’ of the building.

A completely appointed Turkish bath, with
a swimming pool 20 by 34 feet, will be buly:
in the basement. In that quarter will also
be located a hot water heating plant an
the electric power and  coid storage plants.
The furnishings of this palwer:vsm be di-
rected by the good taste and rare judgment
of the owner and will, it may be

self, The fortunate dwellers in this modern
habitat will be Mr. Clark himself, his two

an.ugmlu-, Mrsi Eér chu Culve;‘ and Miss
Catherine Clark; .Dr. Culv Mr. Clark’s
‘son-in-law, wmhm..A.‘&uk 2 C SRR
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gium, and the cottons are chiefly from
England. There is no reason why they
should not come from our mills.

It is the same with hardware. The
most now sold is German, although it
is made after American patterns, and
certain classes of artictes are sold un-
der American trademarks. The impres-
slon obtains everywhere that the
American hardware is the best. For
this reason the Germans imitate it. It
is the same with sewing machines, the
German imitations of the American
makes being actively pushed. I find
the Germans here, as everywhere, the
most active commercial element. They
have several large stores in Asuncion,
and they send their travelers to the
towns of the interior.

The most of our business with Para-
guay is done through Buenos Ayres.
We have no direct connection with the
merchants of Asuncion, and have to
pay the Argentines a toll on all our
trade. If there was an American bank
at Buenos Ayres with a branch here, it
would materially help matters and the
bank branch would pay. One Para-
guayan importer tells me that he is
gelling a great deal of American goods.
He says that credits are not at all
bad. and cites as an instance that in a
business of $100,000 gold last year he
has lost only $00, and much of this
he expects to collect.

STOCK COMPANIES.

I don’t know that much money could
be made by stock companies in Para-
A gas plant and an electric

guay.
street car plant or an electric light
plant might pay in 'Asuncion. The

city has thirty thousand people, and
still uses coal oil. A concession might
be gotten for electricity, and the street
car lines which are now doing a fair
business with mules would pay with
electric cars. Coal, however, is high,
and the cost of generating the elec-
tricity would be great. Notwithstand-
ing the large forests, the firewood of
Asuncion is sold in little bundles at
the markets. A bundle costs five cents
and the average housekeeper buys her
wood from day to day and carries it
home along with her vegetables and
meat.

Paraguay has, T am told, good to-
bacco and cotton lands, and planta-
tions for raising these articles might
be established were it not that there is
no labor to work them. The Paraguay-
ansg do not care to work. They are
poor enough, but they despise over-
exercige. They receive very fair wages
for this continent. The Paraguayan
dollar is only worth fifteen cents. It
often falls below that, and it rises and
falls every week. As to wages, brick-
layers get flve of these dollars a day,
carpenters the same, and common
workmen about three. Track layers on
the railroad are paid about $3.50, en-
gineers receive $500 a month and con-
ductors are paid $120. The apparently
high wages of the engineers comes
from the fact that they are usually for-
eignerg, and have to manage the ma-
chinery. Collecting tickets is
skilled labor, and hence the conductors
gre Paraguayans. As to the wages of
women, house servants receive from $2
to $3 a month in gold and board.

AMERICANS IN PARAGUAY.

I doubt whether there are twenty
Americans all told in Paraguay. I
have already spoken of our consul. He
is Mr. John Ruffin, from Memphis,
Tenn. He is a well-educated man and

appears to have made himself popular
with the government. He is very
proud, among other things, of having
established the consulate in a two-story
house, of which there are not a great
number . in Asuncion, and it was
through his kindness that*I have a
photograph of the building. The vice
consul is Mr. Willlam Harrison, a white
man, who is also the agent of one of
our largest life insurance companies in
this part of South America. Ha lives
in the city of Villa Rica, but has also
offices in Asuncion. He is married to
a Paraguayan lady, and has several
| bright, half-American, half-Paraguay-
an children. -

There are two American dentists in
Asuncion, one of whom is Dr. H. C.
Bishop, of California, and the other
Dr. Fiagg, of New York. Dr. Flagg
has been In Asuncion for years, and
has, I am told, made considerable
| money. He has a pleasant home cn the
‘outskirts of the city and is much re-

not |

spected, as, indeed, is the case with
all the Americans.

A very important part of the Amer-
ican colony is made up of missionaries.
These are of the Methodist Episcopal
church. They have two very gocod
schools in Asuncion, one for boys and
{he other for girls.

I would say in closing this letter that
the Methodists have done more In
South America in the way of education
than any of our Christlan denomina-
tions. They have taken the continent
as one of their chief fields of work and
have established modern schools in
Peru, Chile, the Argentine, Paracuay
and Brazil, Their system of education
{e much respected by the natives, and
many of the children of the best fam-
illes of the above countries are under
their tuition. —Frank G. Carpenter.

MRS. WILMERDING NEXT

To Join the Ranks of Soclety Peo-
ple on the Stage. -

NEW YORK, Feb. 18.—Another so-
ciety woman is to be seen in the glare
of the footlights. This time it is Mrs.
“Jack” Wilmerding, who recently got
out of an asylum, thanks largely to the
efforts of her friend, Mrs. “Jack”
Bloodgood. Mrs. Bloodgood finds the
stage much more to her llking than
she found society. What more natural,
then, that she should persuade her old
friend, Mrs. Wilmerding, to follow her
example?

Mrs. Bloodgood made her first ap-
pearance Jast winter under Charles
Frohman’s direction in ‘“The Conquer-
ors,” at the Empire. She has improved
considerably since then. and is now
playing acceptably the part originated
by Ethel Barrymore in “Catharine.”

The story is that Mrs. Wilmerding
will make her debut as an actress un-
der the management of the Liebler
company In support of James O’'Neill
in “The Three Musketeers,” at the
Broadway theater on March 13, playing
a part of minor importance.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

Inquiry Loss of 200,000
Pounds of Army Beef.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 17.—The board
appointed to fix the resvonsibility for
the loss of 200,000 pounds of beef fur-
nished the forces fn the Porto Rican
expedition has not concluded the re-
ceipt of testimony and has not yet
framed its conclusions. Capt. Scherer.
recorder for the board, satd today that
it would be two weeks before any re-
port would be ready, as the hoard was
a-raiting important testimony in re-

Into

sponse to iTie series of auestions sent
out by it to officers and others con-
nected with the expedition. Until thes=
answers are recelved it will be impos-
sible to reach conclusions.

It was learned this afternoon that the
court has practically determined to
visit the packing houses in- Western
cities from which beef was furnished.
The pilgrimage will take In Chicago,
Scuth Omaha, Kansas City and per-
haps St. Louis.

Some of the officers, whose reports
Gen. Miles has placed with the coury,
are now in the Philippines. Their tes-
timony will not be sought. Of course,
they could not bhe ordered here, ana
the taking of their depositicns would
be attended with tco much delay and
inconvenience. It was pointed out by
a member of the court that their testi-
mony would be cumulative, and, there-
fore, really unrecessary, since it would
be in accord generally with what would
ceme from officers who are accessible.

The denositions of a number of or-
ficers now in Cuba will be take:

The court will meet at 10:3
tcmorrow ‘morning and resume. beh
closed doors, the work of mapping out
the plan of procedure and preparin
the list of witnesses to be summoned.

) o'cloc

PROMPTED BY JEALCUSY.

Motive Suggested for an Alleged
Murder.

GARDINER, Me., Feb. 18. —Bradford Knight
has been arrested on a charge of murdering
his sister-in-law, Miss Mamle Smxil, in this
city last evening.

Miss Small was met and instantly killed as
she was walking on the street. It is alleged
that Knight was very jealous of the girl, who
had repelled his attentions. Knight is yeis

of age. Miss Small was 22 years old.
Disagreeable February!
The discomforts of this month can be
eocaped by taking advantage of the winter

excursions of the Louisviile & Nashville
Railrcad to one of the many pleasant resort
of the South. This line offers unsurs
facilities for reaching the cities of the &
the winter resorts_ of the beautiful
Coast, of Florida, of California, and of the
West Indies. Write C. P. Atmore, General
Passenger Agent, Louisville, Ky., for folders
descriptive of Florida or the Gulf Coast.

Guit

Gen. Miller Took Ilecile.

Travelers looking for comfort take the Wis-
consin Central Line trains when goi Lo
Chicago. Milwaukee, or the East and South
City Ticket Office, 873 Robert street.

An innovation,

The new Ordinary sleeping cars on the
Baitimore & Ohio, giving passengers a com-
fortable night's rest at one-half the usual
cost of sieeping car service. For detailed in-
formation regarding these cars, address R. C
Haase, D. P, A, St. Paul, or B. N. Austi
G. P. A., Chicago, 11l
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