
CHffISTWS DflYIWP CLIMES.
ODD WAYS THE V/ORLD HAS OF OBSERVING THE UNIVERSAL

hOLJDAY—FROM NORV/AY TO TASMANIA IN THE ANTIPODES.

In England Christmas is celebrated
with more boisterous enthusiasm than
anywhere else. Every person who can
read the English Language knows the
Christmas of Dickens and the <>M Eng-
lish celebration of the feast has been de-
scribed in detail by Washington [rving

in the "Sketch Book." Feasting is char-
acteristic of the English celebration.
Elating has become such a pa' of the day
in England that Italians have the follow-
ing proverb: "He has more business
than English ovens at Christmas." The
English probably do more eating Christ-
mas than any other people. Ronsi mut-
ton, beef, turkey and other meats, all
manner of puddings and pastries, fruits,
candies and dainties are consumed in
great quantities. The big log fires, the
mistletoe, with its pretty significance,
rarely put into execution, according to
the women; the music, riddles, jokes,
laughter, repartee, dances and merry-
making, are all familiar to Christmas
celebraters. Punch bowls, holly, ever-
prt-ens, jags and eggnog mugs all come in
at rhrismas time, and the various leg-
ends, superstitions, ghost stories, fairy

- and goblin stories are all closely
Interwoven with our ideas of Christinas.
The Christmas celebrations have, how-
ever, hugely lost their primitive boister-
ous character in England, and family re-
unions and evergreen trimmings are near-
ly all thai remain of the various rough
merriments which formerly marked the
festival.

Ti IK DA V 1X NOR \YAY.
In Norway there is a peculiar Christ-

mas way of offering to a lady a brooch
or a pair of ear rings in a truss of hay.
The house door of the person compli-
mented is pushed open and there is
thrown into the house a truss of hay or
straw, a sheaf of com or a bag of chaff.
In some part of this "bottle of hay" en-
velope there Is a needle of a present to
be hunted for. A favorite way for a
lover to send a present to his mistress
Is to make a large brown paper bundle,
which, upon being opened, reveals a sec-
ond parcel with a loving motto on the
cover. And bo on, parcel within parc«l,

motto within motto, till the kernel of this
paper husk Is arrived at, which, opened,
contains some delicate and valuable orna-
ment.

One of the prettiest Norwegian customs
at Christmas is the practice of giving on
that day a dinner to the birds. On Christ-
mas morning every gable, gateway or
barn door Is decorated with a sheaf of
corn fixed on a tall pole, wherefrom It Is
intended that the birds shall make a
Christmas dinner. Even the poorest peas-
ant will contrive to have a handful set

aside for this purpose, and what the birds
do not eat on Christmas day remains lor
them to finish at their leisure through the
•winter. The caroling of these birds about
these poles makes a Norwegian Christ-
mas cheery.

On New Year's day friends and ac-
quaintances always call upon each other,
exchanging calls and good wishes. In a
corner of each reception room stands a
little table, which is kept furnished all
day with wine, cakes and sweetmeats
for the visitors, who talk, flirt, compli-
ment, and sip wine and nibble cake from
house to house with great perseverance.

Between Christmas and Twelfth day

mummers are in season. They are called
"Julobukker," or Chilstmns goblins. They
Invariably appear after dark in musks
and fancy dresses.

CHRISTMAS IN SPAIN.

Christmas in Spain is a religious fes-
tival rather than a sooial one. It wns
60 originally in Porto Rico, but the pop-
ulation has been Influenced partly by the
Bplrlt of the new world and partly by the
many foreign merchants who reside in
the cities and who exert an influence
much greater than the numbers would
seem to warrant.

The churches welcome th<i day with
chimes, which begin at midnight and
last until the midnight of the next day.

The churches are crowded, so are the
clubs and most of the places of recrea-
tion. Every vehicle la in use, and h-re
and there czn be seen young men and
women trying to imitate English mod-
els. Some of the jibaros of the moun-
tain districts carry out some of their
early superstitions in regard to Christ-
mas" They hang boughs of trees which
are supposed to possess charms over the
doors <>f ihi-ir houses, and often conduct
marriage ceremonies un'irr great canop; e~
made of thes; charmed trees.

A great many wild Hewers ;;re in blcom
Bt Christmastlde, and these are worn by

children of the mountain districts in

wreaths and garlands about their heads,
necks and waists. The Christmas giving

is sadly missing in our new possessions.
The churches hold no Christmas tree, and
tlure r\re few charitable societies io give

feasts.
SOITH AMERICA'S CUSTOMS.

In no country, perhapp. does Christ-
mas wear ?o strange a garb as in the
half Indian and half Spanish cities of
the South American republics. Of these
not one presents so singular and so in-
teresting an aspect a* Lima, the capital

of Peru. It 3 Moorish architecture, its
magnificent religious festivals, its many-

colored population, its picturesque cos-
tumes, and its strange mixture of the
customs of old Spain with those of the
ancient empire of the Incas, combine to

form a picture of rare attractions.
On Christmas eve—noche buena—the

good night, as the natives call It, the
whole city is alive with preparations for

the approaching festivity. The Alema-
3ns or public walks outside the walls are
dii Christmas eve crowded with pleasure
Beekers, and the great square is filled
by a motley throng, whose faces pre-
sent every of human color, from
the aristocratic white and slender figure

to the pure Spanish Creole through fifty
crosses and gradations to the jetty black
and robust frame of the equally pure ne-
gro.

Numerous ice stalls, surrounded with
chairs and benches, are scmir-red over
the square and drive a busy trade, for to
the Limena ice is a necessity of life, and
never is it mere welcome than during the
sultry Christmas time. As the night
ckept >;s the crowd increases, and pres-
ently is heard above the hum of voices
the wiiii chanting of the Peruvian Waits
bands of negroes dressed in (lowing robes
of red, with their black faces sometimes
disguised by ugly and still blacker masks,
and carrying in their hands calabashes
fined with pebbles. To the monotonous
music of the guitar and clattering casta-
nets they sing guttural .«ongs and dance
uncouth measures, rattling the pebbles
to mark time. After ihe negroes come
groups of Indian women, loosely dressed
—their long, black hair, unbound, falling
to their ankles—carrying long, slender
wands fluttering with ribbons. In low,
soft tones they sing Bweet melodies and
move in circles, performing the most
graceful dances, waving their light
•wands in time to the music of a flute and
harp.

All the house doors are wide open, mu-
sic is being played in every house, and
one catches glimpses of tha dark faces
of the dancers as they move through the
graceful evolutions of the sambacueca,
the favorite dance of the colored races.

HOSPITABLE CITY.
Lima is perhaps the most hospitable

city In the v/orld, although many of its
old hospitable customs have fallen* into
disuse. Even yet, as its streets are trav-
ersed every nightfall, shining in almost
every gateway is seen the "welcome
lamp," once universal, which tells the
passing friend or stranger that the fam-
ily Is "at home" and ready to receive
him. At Christmas every house is open.
Strangers enter without fear. To be a
foreigner is to have a double claim and
to be greeted with a double v/elcome.
The ceremony and restraint which we
associate with Spanish manners have no
existence here, sjid no Introduction what-

ever is necessary. "With the prettiest
girl in the room for a partner (If she be
disengaged and the stranger can muster
sufficient cournre and Spanish to ask
her) he may join the waltzers who are
spinning around the saloon; or he will
iind in the adjoining apartment cigars,
ices, liquors, sherbet and delicate pastry
and fruits of all kinds, to which he is
expected to help himself without any
ceremony.

The Llmenas are early rlseiß and by
6 o'clock in tlre-^norning of Christmas
day the market place is crowded with
customers, among whom are the wealthy
ladies attended by their servants. Upon
the ground of the square are heaped
great piles of fruit—plump, juloy melons,
bananas, grapes, limes, oranges, In fact,
almost every known variety of edible
fruit. Vegetables of all kinds are abun-
dant. The butchers' stalls display their
stores of beef, mutton, chickens, geese
turkeys, and game for Christmas cheer.
The flower market displays a richly-
scented bouquet, that only Lima can
produce. It is called puchero de flores,
and Is the most acceptable present to
Lima ladles, who are all fond of perfume.

Pastilles are constantly burning in their
houses, and showers of scented water
frequently salute their visitors, who are
delighted to receive such marks of at-
tention.

The procession of the Madonna and
Child is escorted by the army of the
republic, the roofs and balconies are
covered with spectators, strewing flowers
upon the passing cortege; and the
tapadas flit about the procession chaf-
fing the monks and making all sorts of
jokes at their expense. The archbishop
comes !r.sr, bearing the host, and as
he passe the noise and laughter cease,
every knee is bent in silent adoration.
The Jong day closes with the inevitable
bull fight; open house is again kept, and
dancing and feasting continue until mid-
night.

IN THE ANTIPODES.
A white jacket p.nd trousers, a neglige

shirt and the lightest of straw hats, is
the proper sort of costume for Christmas
day in Tasmania. A much prized lump

of ice cooling one's tepid lemonade is
the only sign of frost—the sole memento
of old country Christinas weather. A
dessert of juicy cherries, ripe, jelly-look-
ing rod gooseberries, full flavored npri-
cots and early peaches, ruddy bunches
of freshly gathered currants and monster
strawberries forms a repast far more in
ke< ping with the weather than the heavy
dinner >£ roast beef and hot plum pud-
dim,' which is vainly attempted in obedi-
ence to the old custom. But still, in
Australia, as in every English colony
whatever be its latuuide, Christmas re-
tains its old associations and loved
usages; and the Yule log a.nd midnight
waits, vhe rich spice cake and mellow

: cheese recall to the long absent se.ttler
many a happy Christmas of his boy-
hood. In the bunch of mistletoe that
hangs above his head (for Australia has
her mistletoe), the emigrant recently
landed sees the bright eyes and sunny
smile of that fair one who was his pari-
ner last Christmas eve in the old house
at homo.

Christmas at manila.
In the Philippines Christmas enjoys

the finest weather of the year. The sky
Is pale blue or hazy, with thin gray
clouds. The jrange groves put on their
finest attire, and form long walls of
burnished green dotted with golden cir-
cles. A dozen other tre?3 and scores of
shrubs and lowly plants seemingly try
to celebrate the season by putting out
their fairest flowers or sweetest fruit.

The day is a holiday, and is observed
something as it is In Madrid, something
as it may have been before the conques-
todor laid his iron hand upon the decile
Tagal. The churches are open, and are
centers of human activity. "White women
and brown, yellow and red, proud Cas-
tlllan and humble Colonials, Tagal and
Irrogote, Visaya and half-breed, mak% up
the procession that enters and departs
through the great church portals.

Within la the storm of noble music
played as only the Filipino can play.
The art nature in the brown ra-ce ex-
presses Itself in music and motion.

The Caucasians wear the toilets of
Madrid, rloh with Gothlo laces, velvet
applique silks and satins. The half-
breed* appear in quaint but elegant robes
of ailk and grass-cloth pinas and other
odd but attractive creations of the East-
ern loom, while the poor natives wear
the quaint eerong, the Malay jacket and
the Philippine vest, which In their way
are as graceful and becoming as the
finest mode from Paris.

When the mass is over the men hurry
to the cockpit and wager their pesos upon
their favorite birds. Women form social
parties In the courtyards of their homes,
and there talk, gossip and discuss never-
ending: problems of domestic economy,
tho same as their sisters in other parts
of the world. Sometimes the etreet is en-
livened by a religious procession, and
sometimes a native funeral blocks tha
th( roughfare.

Through the white men and the brown

move the stolid Chinese dm sed. In their
Invariable blus suite; the poor coolies, in
the cheapest cotton cloth; and the rich
merchants, In magnificent robeß of Can-
ton Bilk. It lfl ah odd combination of
races—the brown Malay jostling with the
still darker Papuan, and jostled in turn
by the yellow man, and all subordinated
to the imperious white race.

IN BRITISH INDIA.
At one© the season of worship and re-

joicing, Christmas In India, and more
especially at the presidencies, abounds
with interesting features. At dawn
Christians of all classes are afoot, huy-
rylng across the maidauns ox esplanades
to early mass, and to kiss the little bed
on which reposes an effigy of the Virgin
mother bearing th« infant Jesus.

Away from the towns, and more es-
pecially along the Malabar coast, the
small, primitive chapels are thronged
by the rustic Christians bearing offerings
to the priest in the shape of wheat,
cheese, preserves and anything their pov-
erty will permit. During this time the
servants of the Protestant householder
are busy testifying their respect for
"sahib." By dawn the portico of his
house has been hung with festoons of
marigolds or mogree (the Indian jasmine).
Wreaths and branches of laurel—the trop-
ical substitute for holly—adorn the col-
umns of the veranda and the entrance to
his rooms.

Now thd sahib has breakfasted, find
the head servant announces that the rest
of the domestics claim permission to pay
their respects. Now comes a procession.
Behold the sircar, who keeps the sahib'a
accounts! Attended by a coolie, he makes
his salaam, and lays before his master
a huge seher fish, plum cake frosted withsugar, a copper tray of almonds and

A MERRY CHRISTMAS!

raisins, two vast cauliflowers and a.bouquet. His offering is graciously ac-
cepted, and a small present in return can-
cels the obligation. Now comes the
knedmudghar, or body servant. He hasbrought a leg of lamb, some oranges, aspiced and ornamented cake, and a quan-
tity of kissmiss, the small sultana raisinof exquisite flavor from the shores of
Persia.

Kissmiss! Whence the word? Nobody
knows the etymology, but kissmiss is apretty nice dessert fruit to play with.
Next comes the sirdar bearer, the tailor
the washerman—even the poor mehtur
(sweeper,), each with a Christmas pres-
ent and each receives a suitable douceur,
or bucksheish—pronounced often buxis.

After service at church the family aregreeted at the door by visitors, nativeand European, of the highest grades.More cakes, more fish, more legs of mut-
ton or lamb, more almonds, raisins, kiss-miss and oranges crowd the hall, andthe staircases. Most of this perishable
matter is distributed by the kha.nsumagee
(butler) to the poor. As evening closes
In, hospjtable doors stand wide open for
the reception of friends, and the roast
beef and plum pudding and the mincepies, the old crusted port wine, and thecoo! champagne attest the attachment ofthe English to old, time-honored usages.

Age of Ballet Dancem,

A German statistician has discovered
that ballet dancers, as a rule, attain anage much above the average. Carlotta
Grisi is seventy-seven years of age, andAndalia Ferraris seventv-elght. Taglioni
was over eighty years old when she died
and Fanny Elssler was seventy-four
Rosita Mauri, well over fifty, is still danc-ing at the Paris Grand opera.

, OVERCOME ITH SURWPRISE.

Shorty Smith ("distributing gifts at the
Sunday school Christmas tree)— Here's a
present for our superintendent and I
guess it will be a nice surprise for him.

M MM ID IillI.
SURPRISE WALSITS.

Split English walnuts in halves, taking
care not to cruph the shells, and remove
the meats. Gild ths outside of the halved
shells and dry them.

These make ddinty receptacles for small
gifts, jewelry, money, candies, raisins or
caraway seeds. Fill a half shell with the
gift of candles, insert a loop of baby rib-
bon by which to hangf the nut to the tree,
and srhia to it the corresponding half
shell.

For variation the shells may be painted
to represent old women's faces, and a
flannel dress attached, which makes of
them penwipers or needle books; or they
may contain amusing' mottoes and be
placed, ungllded, with other nuts.

The trash of one generation makes the
treasures of another. Nothing could be
Stronger proof of this than a visit to the
great, dim garret of tha White house, the
place to which is consigned discarded
and useless articles, old-fashioned and
broken-down pleceea of"-furniture, as well
as the trunks and other private property

of the president and his family. The
presence of the latter articles makes it
almost impossible for any one saA'e the
president's family to gain admission, as it
is considered one of the most private sec-
tions of the executive mansion.

Unlike the proverbial garret, it has no
narrow, winding, rickety staircase. The
only means of access to this interesting
and rarely frequented part of the White
house Is a modern elevator running from
the domestic quarters of the mansion.
This elevator was put in solely for the
purpose of economizing space. In Cleve-
land's administration the old staircase
was knocked out, and several rooms
were built for the use of the president's
household. This proved a convenient ad-
dition to the rather restricted quarters.

The garret covers the entire floor plan
of the White house. Tins entrance la in

the west wing, directly above the presi-
dent's anteroom.

The first view to the eye upon en-
tering the long-, dark room is the white
raftere, massive supporters, erected
after the White house was burned by the
English in iBl2. To the north of the en-
trance is n great stack of trunks. There
are big trunks and little trunks, some
cloth-covered, others of leather, Sara-
toga and steamer trunks. There ar©
bandboxes, valires and satchels—all the
receptacles of wearing apparel and treas-
ures of President McKinley and his
family. One fact attracts attention.
Every trunk and satchel that is marked
at all bears simply the lettering: W.
McK., Canton, Ohio," or "MoK., Canton
O."

East of this -stack of trunks is a room
partitioned off and under iock and key.
In it are many valuable gifts sent to tho
president, which he feels he cannot ac-
ctpt In his official capacity.

At present there are gifts of almost
every description which have been sent
to President and Mrs. .McKinley during
the past three years. The first article to
be seen is a large white satin, hand*
painted banner, presented to the presi-
dent last year by the citizens of Havana,
Cuba. In the center is painted a splendid
likeness of Mr. McKinley, and to his
right the Stars and Stripes are grace-
fullydraped, while to his left is unfurled
the flag of Cuba. Beneath this an in-
scription Is made of pure gold bullion let-
teTS, and around the banner is a fringe

\
Then his whiskers took fire from a

candle

SUGARED POPCORN.
Sugared popcorn can be made in several

wr.ys.
For molasses popcorn take a cupful of

New Orleans molas&es, a half cupful of
granulated sugar and a small piece of
butter. 801 l over the fire, stirring oc-
casionally, until the syrup threads; then
pour it slowly over the loose popcorn,
mixing the corn with a spoon, so as to
distribute the syrup evenly. Jf one de-
sires it can be molded into balls or
served loose in a bowl.

Maple popcorn balls are made In the
same way, using maple syrup instead of
molasses.

A plain sugar syrup, colored with a lit-
tle cochineal water, may also be used,
and ihe corn will delight the children.
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GIFTS fIT THE WHITE HOUSE.
Dueer Tokens Which Come to the Chief Executive of the Nation

and the Disposition Made of Them,
of the same cosftly material.

Beneath the banner stands a peculiar
Inlaid wooden table, on which is placed
a miniature representation of the "Wash-
ington monument, exquisitely wrought In
iik sale. At th 3base, as if for a corner
stone, are these* words: "Christmas,
tSSi."

On a stand of gilt is an expensive toilet
water set. It is of gold. with artistic
litlle wreaths of roses holding in place
four cut-glass bottles. An effective
handle is formed by natural twisted
Vines, with little buds and tendrils peep-
ing here and there. This elegant present
was sent to Mrs. McKinley lust Christ-
mas.

Resting on a pile of boxes back of the
gilt stand is a life-size portrait of the
president. It is a splendid piece of work.
The backbround is of a dark, uncertain
greenish shade. The head is turned
slightly to one side and teems to be gaz-
ing straight into the eye of the looker-on.

A morocco case holds a set of gold and
silver toilet articles, consisting of comb,
bruh, mirror, hat brush, clothes brush
and manicure sot. There are other gifts
of iike character and of more or less
value. There is a bronze lamp on a b:;se
of onyx, with an old rose crystal shade;
also an inlaid music stand. Therfi can
be seen pieces of fancy work, carved
wood, tapestries, paintings and embroid-
ery.

Mysterious looking boxes and packages
are scattered around. These are not al-
lowed to be opened. Among them is a
box about three feet long, resembling in
shape and build a miniature coffin. lt>js
made of beautifully grained and highly
polished dark wood. On top, in heavy
relief, is a representation, wrought in
solid silver, of the shield of the United
States. On the side of this mysterious
box is a plate bearing the inscription:

: Presented to President McKinley. :

: Christmas. 1897. :

It is an odd-looking piece, and there is
no telling what Is Inside of it, but it has
been said that it holds a political effigy.

Outside of this curiosity shop are sev-
eral other storerooms. One contains all
kinds of musty old documents sent up
from the different offices of the executive
mansion, when there is no longer room
or use for them.

A cedar room holds, during the summer,
the winter clothing, and in the winter
the summer wearing apparel of the presi-
dent and his family.

In the east wing of the garret'is stored
a miscellaneous lot of furniture of styles
ranging from the war times of 1861. There
are two antique walnut bedsteads in the
light and dark grains of the wood. These
two pieces of furniture were in the White
house during Lincoln's administration,
and since that period, as the fashions
have changed, they have gradually work-
ed themselves from the guest's chambers
to servants' room and servants' room to
the garret. Many of the statesmen of
years gone by have dreamed out their
political victories in these old discaided
beds.

There are several delicately built ma-
hogany chairs. Years ago these were
used in the east room. The upholstering
Is badly worn and the coloring faded un-
til it is almost impossible to discern the
original pattern and shading. It may
have been old rose, or, as the style indi-
cates its birth in the days of lavender, it
is more than likely that the colors were
in that dainty court shade.

The handsomest piece of furniture <n
the attic is a large inlaid cabinet. The
groundwork is of rosewood, with roses,
lilies and forget-me-nots, all sprouting
from the same root and inlaid in mother
of pearl and silver. This piece is very
much out of repair, and as it was not

needed in any of the drawing rooms it
was consigned to the old attic.

In the summer, when a great many im-
provements were being made in and
about the White house, a lot of stuff was
sent up to the garret, among them rolls
of half used carpets, useless chairs,
boxes of curtains and some mirrors and
pictures. Some of the last were views
of Washington, several photographs and
a few engravings.

An antique bookcase and writing desk,
formerly used in the president's office,
but having been replaced by more modern
fixtures, has been stored here. Battered
file cases and cumbersome newspaper
files are there, with some winding desk
chairs of the style of about twenty years
ago. All sorts of banged-up odds and
ends of furniture are piled in order.
Everything is as clean as it is possible
for things in a garret to be. There is a
room full of old newspapers. Once a
year this room is cleaned out and its
contents sold by the wagon load as old
newspapers.

At the south side of the garret is a
little barred door. By its side is a large
pine box, and an American flag is spread
over it. The box contains about two
dozen such fla^s. which are used for dec-
orating on holidays. The last time these
flags were unfurled was to honor our
greatest hero. Admiral Dewey.

The little barred door leads to the
roof of the south portico, and from there
by steps to the top of the house, where,
standing beneath the flagpole, one gets a
magnificent view of the nation's capital.

The custom of storing' away presents
sent to the presidents found its origin
during the infant days of our govern-
ment, and each successive president has
consigned some treasure to the locker in
the attic. Toward the close of each ad-
ministration the contents of this locker
are sold, and thus this old storehouse is
emptied and replenished.

Buperinteiident—Yes. indeed! This Is a
great surprise! In fact, I am astounded!

CANDY BAGS.
The gayest candy bags are made of

tarlelan In shades of reri, blue, pink and
green. These are cut square, oblong,
stocking shaped or circular, are em-
broidered in tinsel and have a drawing
string of baby ribbon or colored worsted.

Pretty bags are made by sewing two
silk American flags together and shirring
about an inch from the top with red
satin ribbon.

Paper muslin bags, shaped to simulate
pointed caps, turned upside down and
filled with candy, are popular with young
folk.

Bags of china silk are also .pretty. In
choosing materials for bags be sure al-
wu> s to buy the gayest colors.
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TRfIDE IN GHRISTMftS TREES.
COMFORT BROUGHT TO THE HOME OF THE MAINE FARMER

BY THE SALE OF 1,500,000 BALSAM FIRS.
As soon as the deciduous trees have

cast off their summer garments and No-
vember winds have banked the sky with
cold, steel-gray clouds, the Maine farm-
er who lives on the dividing line between
the cleared fields and villages on the
south and the great black forests to the
north, gets out his flail, sweeps up the
barn floor and begins to pound out bean?,
the regular strokes of his swinging stick
ringing out in the crisp air like the thud?
of a pile driver. He threshes beans on
cold days because the frosty bean pods
will snap open easily. When the weather
is moist and foggy he chops con]wood at
the edge of the clearing, or chases fresh
deer tracks along the leaf carpeted halls
of the forest. With venjson to eat, with
wood to burn and with "beans enough to
eat with the pork that is growing tat ir.
the stye, he can look forward to the long
winter having no fear that he may run
short of food before the rains of spring
shall bring up the dandelion greens In
his door yard and net the smelts and
suckers to running up the smaller
brooks.

Though the Maine farmer hap fool and
clothing enough for the immediate wants
of himself and family, though he pays
no lent and never knows the tight pinch
of poverty that is often felt in the ten-
ement districts of the big cities, he is

| usually in a condition which is com-
i monly called "dead broke.'" a slate of

j financial paralysis which compels him io

wait until he can make hater or gel
eggs enough to buy a pound of tea at
the store be Tore his family can drink tea
at the supper table.

Tn order to relieve the chronic anemia
of his pocketbook the back wo ids farmer
retorts to expedients. If he Is honest
and wants to pay as lie goes, he looks
about him to find some new way of get-
ting money and steady employment for
himself. In the last dozen years a score
or more of new industries have be:-n un-
dertaken in rural Maine. There are five
times a? many hens kept in Maine today

as there were ten years ago. Three large

firms are canning rabbits for shipment.
Ten years ago a man couldn't sell rabbits
for 10 cents a cartload. There are thr?e
condensed milk factories, more than fif y
creameries and over 100 corn and apple
canning establishments in active opera-
tion where there was not one a decade
ago. Popcorn in the ear is shipped from
Maine now by the carload. Ten years
ago more than half the corn that was

I popped in Maine was raised in New York
I and Massachusetts. One county in Milne
I has increased Its yield of potatoes by

over 5.000,000 bushels within the decade.
Last blocks, handles for axes, hammers,
brushes and brooms, vene is -..f hardwood,

excelsior, starch by the trainload, canned
I blueberries by the shipload, canned clams

and bottled clam juice, sealed jars of
sweet cream, great tanks of buttermilk
and sardines by the million cans are sis i
among the new articles which Maine pro-
duces and sends away for sale.

CHRISTMAS TREES.

One of the newest Industries that ha =
come to Maine and in the season one that
Is assuming great size is the cutting and
bundling of Christmas greens for the h'vi-
day markets In the big cities Until six
or seven years ago the balsam fir of 'he
cold Northern woods was considered the
most worthless tree thai ever grew. It
was as prolific as pusley and as hardy

as a burdock, it grew on land that would
raise no oilier crop; no animal or worm
or bug" would eat of it? foliage, and
when It was. once started in a thicket no
other tree or shrub had any chance to
come in and supplant it. The wood was
valueless for timber and made poor fuel.
Except for some rank-smelling viscid
balsam, which Formed in blisters below
the bark and which was used as- an em-
pirical remedy for coughs and colds,

the fir was wholly outside the pale of
human utility. Yet it was ore of the
prettiest and most thrifty trees that
grew, having a dense foliage of living
green and a shape that was. as tapering
and symmetrical as a minster «pire.

Seven years ago a party of hunters, re-
turning on a steam yachi from a caribou
hunt in Newfoundland, called at Sangent-
vilre, <.n the eastern shire of Penobseot
bay, an-.l took a ride inland to visit some
abandoircd copper and lead mines in Blue
Hill. The leaves had fallen from decidu-
ous trees, causing ill;- dark evergreens to
stand out in bold relief against the neu-
tral background of browns and grays.
Stretching back from the roadside and
sweeping over hill and valley were te. s
of thousands of young tirs in the full*
vigor ot rampant growth. The owner of
the yacht looked at them carefully and
came to the conclusion they Mould make
ideal Christmas trees-much beiter than
the scrubby, irregular pines that were
then in use. He hired some men and.
horses and loaded the, fleck A the yacht
with about five hundred trees, and took
them to Boston as a speculation. When
the cargo of trees was taken up in front
of Fnnenil hall the marketmen fell over
one another in their greed to get the new
trees. They sold out the entire lot at an
enormous profit, and clamored for more.
The next year about fiO.ooo trees were
taken to Boston from the shores of
Hancock county, chiefly from Castlne,
Orland nnd Blue TIHI. The third season
trees were sent, to New York, and cap-
tured the hearts of the dwellers in Amer-
ica's metropolis. At the end of four years
the average shipment of Maine firs was
700.000 trees a year. Last season more
than 1,200,000 were sent away. This sea- \
son's shipment will probably reach 1,500,-
--000.

Though the cutting, trimming, build-
ing and shipment of Christmas trees is a
laborious task, the Maine farmers make
the occasion an autumnal holiday, tak-
ing their families to the forest fringe and

eating their midday meal around a bias-ing fire that roars and sparkles in themidst of their labors. One man cuts
the sizable trees close to the ground. Aboy or strong girl cuts away with a
sharp hatchet the few dead limbs at the
base; a woman and a boy or two women
put the trees into bundles of twelve and
tie them firmly together with strong
cords, and a large boy or a man drives
the team of horses harnessed to a hoy-
rack, which hauls the load to the wharf
or railroad station. Meantime the
smaller children of the family roam
through the woods, pulling the trailing
creepers of ground pine from among :h*
fallen leaves, picking great bun clips of
glossy wintergreen from the shadows of
overhanging pines and gathering In the
shining red fruit of the wild raisin shrub.
all of which will be placed carefully In
boxes and sent away to form wreaths
and streamers for church decoration and
for the adornment of stately city homes
where Christmas is observed v.ith pomy
and splendor.

FIVE CENTS A TREE.
The price which the farmers, receive for

their Christmas gn 'Sn small for
individual trees, amounts to a good sum
when the large quantity is taken into
consideration. For small trees, five to
six feet tall, such trees as would be used
by families in moderate circumstances.

| 5 cents is the usual price. A tree from
six to ten feet tall will bring from 10 to
35 cents, according to its The
5-cent trees are sold for 25 cents in the

-city markets, while a 15-cent tree often
brings si or more, so the jobbers and re-
tailers make handsome profits on all they
can sell. Of "curso. all the trees ief
over after Chrisrmas \u25a0>• a dead loss, and
those which are so.d must lie disposed
of at rates to preclude a possibility of
running behind in the venture. Th.-
smaller evergreen goods and the berries
are sold in lots to suit buyers. Tf a
customer wants I _ and
ground pines a::<l berries woven into
wreaths and streamers, he mu^i kiv p.
good price for the labor. If he !s will-
ing to take the green stuff in the rouxh
and make it up himself, he can get i.
large amount for a small price.

From the point of view of the n
sire who makes and loses thousands of
dollars on margins everj lay. tht rev-
enue which 'hr-; Maine farmers derive
from Christmas trees ?eems insignificant,
but the sum total means a greal
to those who are not overburdened with
money. Allowing 7% cents for the aver-
age price of a Christmas tree delivered
at the station and placing iru- number a'
1,500,000, the revenue from trees i lone wi\
be $112,500. Added to this is. say, $in.of*
for berries and trailing \u25a0 vergreens t<> be
made Into wreaths. This means 24,500
barrels of best flour, or 12,250 good cloaks
for the women, or as many overcoats for
the meu. It means 10.833 pairs of g.>-to-
meetirig sho-s. or 61,250 pairs 'it storm
overshoes, or it means an annual income
of $t.LllT."". if put a; interest in any ol
the Maine savings banks. It means
more comfort. mm:v luxury and more
independence, to about 10,000 honest and
hard working, though not overrich, peo-
ple in Maine

«lieolal I?nt«-s Ylh (hp \orlh-V.e«torn
Line.

For the Christmas and New Ye.-.r holi-
days t!u> North Western Line Mi!j sell
excursion tickets Doc. 23, 2K ;.".. 30, 31. and
Jan. 1, good returning until and Includ-
ing Jan. 2. to points withii a radius of
200 miles for a fare ;:>:d one-third for
the round trip. For particulars apply at
City Ticket Orti.e. 393 Robert street,' St.
Paul.

How Forecasting Hojtan.

The rirst attempt at scientific forecast-
ing of the weather was the result i I >

storm which, during the Crimean war.
Nov. 14, 1554, almost destroyed the Heels
of France and England. As a storm had
raged several daya earlier In France, In-
vestigations were made, which showed
that the two were in realltj one storm,
and that its path could have been ascer-
tained and the fit I forewarned in am-
ple time to reach safety.

Dad way's

Purely Vegetable. Mild and Reliable.
(IKE" ALL DISORDERS OF THE
STOMACH. LIVEIL BOWELR
MckHeadache, Bitfonsn—s.

Indigestion, Torpid Liver,
Dizzy Feellnjjs, Dyspepsia.

One or two of Radway'a Pi!is, taken
daily by those subject to biiious pains
and torpidity of the Liver, will keep the
system regular and secure healthy dlgea-
tion.

OBSERVE
Tho following symptoms resulting from
Disease of the Digestive Organs: Con-
Btipatlon, inward piles, fullness of the
bloou In the head, acidity of the stomach,
nausea, heartburn, disgust ot food, full-
ness or weight in Die slomaoh, sour eruc-
tations, sinking or fluttering of the heart,
choking or suffocating \u25a0eutffcltona when in
n lying posture, dimness of vision, <3it-
Biness on risiug suddenly, dots or webs
before the slain, rever and <;uil pain In
the head, deficiency of perspiration, yel-
lowness of the skin and eyes. paJn in the
Bide, chest, limbs, and sudden flushes of
heat, burning In the flesh.

A few doses of RADV.'AY'fiPILLS will
free the system of all the above named
disorders.

Price. 25 cent* per box. Sold by drug-
gists, or sent by mail.
RADWAY & CO.. 5- Elm street. New York.
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