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HOPE IN AMERICA

ERITCNS AND HBOERS TURN TO THE
TAITED STATES IN THEIR
EXTREMITY

ELGLAYD MAY NEED FOODSTUFFS

DOERS WILL, GO FEYRTHER, AND
MAY ASK UNCLE SAM TO ACT
AS PEACEMAKER

LGENTS TO BE SENT HERE

Will Present Thelr Caxe to Congress-

men in Washington, and Bring

Oiher Influences to Hear—Amer-
Not Ceonsidered

Famine

fean Interference

Probable—Conl Is the

Latest Difilcuity for England.
Copyrighted by the Associated Press.
LONDON, Dec 30.—It is strange to note
that the new for Great
Eritain the larzest army she ever put in
the field remains passive In South Africa,

as year dawns

Leld at bay by two of the smallest re-
publics on the face of the earth, while
at home, in spite of the large volume
of trade and apparent prosperity, her

financial interests are in a state of in-

stability not seen since the Baring
crash. All Europe is yelping at her
heels, and the necessity. for America’s

friendship is recognized on all sides. Pa-
pers and people that for years have been
ready with a jibe for America’s good

will no longer make any attempt to be-

little the desirability of securing her
friendship.

“America,” says the Glcbe, usualily
humorous at the expense of all things

transatlantic, *“‘with a crop of 542,000,00)
bushels, is especially in a positlon to help
us."”’ :
ECONOMIC

The shoe already
pinch the military foot.
riously, but enough to suggest grave
cogitations to what would happen if
Great Britaln were at war with a great

SHOE PINCHES.
econcmic begins to

Not very se-

as

power. The fact® that the navy has
chartered so many transports has ré-
eulted in a rise in the price of bread,

while coal is rising by leaps and bounds
to famine prices. It is such unpleasant
results as these that silence the scoffer
at things American, and induce sych a
vituperative publication as the Saturday
Review to say:

‘“The Americans have had their eyes
opened to the possibilities of a foreign
policy and are taking a sounder, broader
view of the situation. They are not
less friendly te us than before, but the
insincere element has been eliminated
and has left a substratum of good will,”

The Saturday Review, under different
would doubtless construe

this into damning evidence of the in-
sincerity of American friendship. It
must be iuferred that ‘this view Is held

by many of tie sincere English friends
of America, who now point to what they
are pleased to term {ts great friendNuess
as proof of what they have always main-
tained,

COMPELS ADMIRATION.

With such a serlous outlosk for the
coming year it is hardly surprising that
articles are appearing under the heard,

‘“Are We Decadent?” and similar strains,
On the other hand there is still a small
section of the press and public which de-
votes its energies to senselessly abusing
the Boers and prophesyving the speedy
entrance of the British Into Pretoria. Yet,
on the wheole, the organs voleing the bet-

ter e¢lass of opinion face 1900 and iis |
eventualities In “South Africa with an !
even-minded, unhysierical determination |

that compels admiration. That there will

be a day of reckoning for somecne is a |
certainty that even the most guarded
and conservative do not try to conceal.
Whether it be Lord Lanzdowne, Lord
Wolseley or Gen. Buller it .is impossible
to tell. But all the information obtain-
able at »nresent and the gist of criticisms
point to ILord Lansdowne waving  to

for

shoulder the
nmanagement.
BOERS TURN TO AMERICA.

While Great Britain feeds contentedly
upon long special cables, showing Ameri-
can friendship, the Boer agents in Europe
believe sentiment in the United States
has been gradually turning Boerward,
until the time is now ripe to drop it into
materfal effect. Under this impression,
the Associated Press learns, they are
contemplating dispatching a special mis-
fion to the United States for the purpose
of influencing public  opinion, peossibly by
open meetings and by personally assist-
Ing the efforts of those in congress whom
they believe friendly. Moreover, they
sider it advisable to offset what they
declare has becn a systematic campaign
of John Hays Hammond, the American
engineer, who was a member of the Jo-
hannesburg reform c¢ommittee, to in-
fluence Washington opinion. If the plans
noew under consideration are carried out
the mission will include a very prominent
loer agent and a pro-Boer member of the
British pariiament, who intended to sail
this week, but was prevented by what is
theought to be a temmporary hitch in the
arrangement. Their desire is to affiliate
themselves with no particular party, but
by influencing political and publie opinion
to secure at least an offer of mediation
from the United States.

A representative of the Associated
Press has made careful inquiries, but
failed to find any circumstances to war-
rant the belief that such an offer, how-
ever made, would receive the slightest
consideration.

COAL FAMINE FEARED.

The Eritish govermment is threatened
with & coal famine, the most serious de-
velopment of recent weeks. Unless the
conditions improve many industrial con-
cerns depending upon the coal
may-have to suspend operations before
February, as .thelr margin of profit is
rapidly being wiped out. The treuhle an-
pears tc be the withdrawal of se many
colliers to take thelr places in the ranks
of the reserves. 'Wages have gone up,
but labor is hard to find. .
¢ The enormous Christmas traflic aggra-
vates the situation, whilé the government
need of fuel for warskips, transports angd
depaots on the way to the Cape has created
an unprecedented demand.

Thomas Kite, the old parish clerk of
Shakespeare’s church, has quickly fol-
Jowed the custodian of Hathaway's ent-
tage to the grave. He was nincty-five
vears of age and succeeded his father
and grandfather half a century ago, and
was well known to all dramatic celebri-
ties. Amongst these bhe conducted to
Shakespeare’s tcmb were Sir  Walter
Ecott, Washingion Irving, Dickens, Em-
erson, Booth, Keene and Nathanici Haw-
thorne.

Senior wrangler promises to be a thing
of the past at Cambriage, the board of
mathematics having recommended the

onus the terrible mis-

(&8

supply-

abolition of this coveted distinction. If
the senate asgrees, as is prcbable, the
wranglers will al! be classed alphabetical
ly, and none will know who is the clevers
est mathematician of the year. For this
honor men have worked themselves crazy,
ancd it has been secured by some of the
most prominent figures in English his-
tery.
DEATII OF MR. MOODY,

The death of Dwight 1. Moody is uni-
versally commented on here and his vis-
Its to England have been recalled. The
Times has a long editorial comparing the
career of Mr. Moody to that of the Duke
of Westminster. The weekiies, and even
the halfpenny evening sheets, all paid
tribute to the dead evangelist. A me-
morial service held in London was large-
Iy attended.

Among the latest @istinguished men go-
ing to Scuth Africa is Capt. ITelford, who
is one of the closest friends of the Prince
of Wales, and hils equerry. The captain
sails Jan. 6, to join his regiment, the First
life guards. From 1888 to 1892 Capr. Hol-
ford was equerrv to the late Duke of
Clarence, and since then has been equerry
to the Prince of Wales. lle is a wealthy
land ewner and proprieior of Dorchester

house, London, famous for its picture
galleries.
The King of the Belgians goes on a

vachting crulse In the Mediterranean in
January, returning te Belgium in March,

King Menelek, 29 Abyssinia, is soon go-
ing te Catro as the guest of the khedive,
thus disposing of the stories that he is
collecting an army to invade the Scudan,

Nearly all the military men in Dublin
are wearing mourning for Gen. Roboris’
sCon.

——

GEN. WO00D'S CABINET.

Assignmentis of Portfolios Are to Be
Issued at Once.

HAVANA, Dec. 30.—The names of the
members of Gen. Wood's cabinet and the
assignments of portfolios will be issued
tomorrow. It is belleved that the list will
be as follows:

Secretary of State
Diego Tamayo.

Secretary of Justice—ILuis Estevez.

Secretary of Education—Juan Bautista
Hernandez.

Secretary of Finance—Enricque Varona.

Secretary of Public Works—Jose Ramon
Villalon.

Secretary of Agriculture, Industry and
Commerce—Gen. lLuis Rivera.

Ail of these names, with the exception
of that of Senor Hernandez, have been
expected for the past few days. The
mention of the name of Senor Hernandez
as secreiary of education came as a sur-
prise, although he holds an important
prefessorship in  the university and is
prominent {n Cuban national affairs. The
papers generally have given the gover-
nor general great credlt for the other five
appointmenis, and from a Cuban point
of view the cabinet is considered a
strong one.

The mayors of all the towns and citles
in the province of Santa Clara have held
a meeting in order to determine for what
they should petition the coming council.
Prominent Cubans and other inhabitants
of San Antonio de los Banos, in view of
the recent attempts to lynch Spaniards,
have formed a committee, called the local
councll of general interests, which has
issued a clrcular sayving that “in view of
the lawlessness of some individuais, who
wish to outrage the rights of the people,
the committee is determined that such
outrages shall cease, the committee act-
ing as the sentinel of public order.”

In Havana there is danger of Cubans
and other laborers being underbidden in
the labor market by Spaniards, who, com-
ing from Spain, where they have been ac-
customed to6 work for almost nothing,
snatch at employment at half the usual
wages. Instead of attempting to swamp
the labor market of the different towns,
the Heraldo thinks, a labor bureau should
attempt to divert the immigrants to the
country, where labor is wanted.

——

LI HUNG CHANG EONORED.

Venerable ('l;ineue Statesman Will
Not Be Again Degraded.
WASHINGTON, “Dec. 30—The Chinese
minister, Mr. Wu Ting Fang, has re-
ceived a dispatch from China stating that
Li Hung Chang has been appointed act-
ing viceroy of two provinces in the south
of China, adjacent to Canton. The minis-
ter says this is a marked distinetion to

and Government—

y the venerable Chinese staiesman, as the
| provinces are among the most populous

and commercially important in the empire.
Mr. Wu's dispatch clears up a misappre-
hension created by a recent unofficial
dispatch stating that Karl Li would be
made vicercy of one province, that of
Canton, and that this would be followed
by a degradation. On the contrary, the
minister's advices show that the dcuble
viceroyalty is an unusual honr, said to
be analogous to that of viceroy of India.
The appearance of Li Hung Chang at
the head of affairs in Southern China, it
Is believed, will have an important in-
fluence in that quarter, where the French
‘‘sphere of infiuence’ is supposed to be
located.

FAMILY POISONED.

Potatoe Vines Probably Poliuted by
Spraying to Kill Bugs.

ZANESVILLE, O., Dec. 20.—Hon. F. A.
Durban, Mrs. Durban, Mariet Malllot, a
French maid, and Mary Tysinge, a serv-
ant, narrowly escaped death by . arsenieal
poisoning during the night. At dinner
last evening mashed potatoes were
served. All felt slightly ind!sposed when
retiring last night, and early this morn-

ing Mr. Durban awocke very ill and
weak. He ealled a physician and six
heours’ work were required to get the
family past the danger point. Physi-
ciang think the poisoning was due to

spraying the vines to kill bugs, the plant
absorbing the poison,

—_— i,_..’._:____

GAVE UP AND DIED.

Well Known Railroad Otficial Ends
His Life by Shooting.

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., Dec, 30.—Au-
ditor Uriah B. Rogers, of the Chicago
& West Michigan and Detroit, Grand
Rapids & Western rallroads, committed
suicide this noon by shooting himself
through the head, while sitting at his
desk In nls private office. Death was
instantaneous. Despondency over a long
illness and a severe nervous strain arc
the probable causes of the deed. Mr.
Rogers had been appointed auditor of
the newly consolidated Pere Marquette
system only day before yesterday.

————— —
NGW A PRIVATE CITIZEN.
Presidemt of Venezuela

Former
Msakes His Home in Puerio Rico.

WASHINGTON, - Dec. 30.—Word
been received here that Gen. Andrade,
late president of Venezuela, who fled on
a warship when the Castro revolution
proved successful, is living quietly in
Puerto Rlico, where the American rule
‘affords him every proper protection. Gen.
Andrade has sent back the warship on
which he left Venezuela, together with
every other possesslon in any way be-
longing to the country, and he is now iiv-
ing as a private citizen,

_*_.___...___
Fatal Dynamite Explosion.

PITTSBURG, Dec. 30.—By an explosion
of dynamite in the East end today, Peter
Antenfo and Ambrose  Bonnell; two
Italians, were fatally injured and several
others slightly hurt.-'Phe:- men were en-
gaged at-blasting and attempted to thaw

out some frozen dynamite,

has,

CHINA T0 BE OPEX

ALL POWERS SAVE ITALY HAVE
RESPONDED FAVORABLY TO
AMERICAN SUGGESTION

GREAT BRITAIN WAS PIRST

GERMANY CAME NEXT, THEN
FRANCE FOLLOWED, AND FI-
NAELY RUSSIA AND JAFAN

ITALY WILL LIKELY CONCUR

Powers Were Disposed (0 Rexent the

Prompt Acqulescence of Great

Britain, on the Ground That It
Muade the Whole Arrangement Ap-
pear Like Joint Anglo-American
Worik—Orientsl Trade Assured.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30.—The nezotia-
tions opened by Secretary Hay with the
great powers of Europe, and with Japan,
towards securing a common understand-
ing for a continued open door policy
throughout China, haxe met with most
gratifying results. The state department
fs unwilling at present to make public
the nature of the replies received, as this
information will be embodied in a special
message to congress. But in other guar-
ters, thoroughly rellable, and likely to
have accurate and trustworthy informa-
tion, it is learned that favorable re-
sponses have been made by Great Brit-
ain, Germany, France and Russia (the
Russian communication coming as late
as yesterday) and Japan. There {s no
doubt, it is thought, that Ttaly, the re-
mainin® country addressed, will make
favorable answer, if indeed it has not
already done so. The position of Italy
is felt to be assured by the favorable
course adopted by the other great pow-
ers of Europe. -

The importance of this unanimous ver-
dict by all the first-class powers of the
world—Great Britain, Russia, Germany,
France, Italy and Japan, in conjunction
with the United States—can hardly be
overestimated so far as it relates to the
future  of China and the commerce of
the world in that empire. The state de-
Tartment is loath to discuss the far-
reaching results when the agreement
reaches the stage of formal consumma-
tion, for each favorable response is con-
ditioned upon the favorable action of
all the other parties, so that in each
case the negotiations may be regarded
as short of absolute finality. But while
the department is silent, the details come
from sources believed to be fully cone
versant with what has occurred.

GREAT BRITAIN FIRST.

According to this Information, the
British answer was the first to be sub-
mitted, and was exceptionally compre-
hensive and explicit in yielding to every
suggestion made by the United States
relative to maintaining the freest entry
to the ports of China.

The British answer is sald to emphasize
the concurrence with the United States
by adopting word for word much of the
phraseolozy employved by Secretary Hay
when he addressed his original note to
Great Britain and the other powers. The
wording Is such as to make plain that
the British governmient concurs for the
present a:.d hareafter, without limitation,
in a policy of free access to China.

Although rmuch secrecy was cbserved
in.the transmission of the British answer,
its general purport became known at the
other European capitals, and there was
not a little irritation at what was regaré-
ed as a precipitate respouse, purposeiy
designed 'to embarrass the continental
ncwers by showing Great Britain and
the United States acting in conce-t, while
the rest of the world held aleof. But this
situation was meade much more satis.
factory to th2 continental powers by
their determination to act for themselves,

GERMANY NEXT.

Germany is gald to have been the next
pewer to answer in the affirmative, Ace
cording to the information already re-
ferred to, the German answer was rather
more vague than the one which had pre-
ceded it, but its gencral tendency was
favorable, the cnly condition being that
ary arrangement as te free access to
China should be universal and assented
¢ by all of the pcw

The French answer is understood to
have come next, and the circumstancea
attending it were rather pecullar, and not
i the nature of a direct answer, although
the result was regarded as most satis-
factory. Se-retary Hzay’'s note had been
forwarded to Gen. Heorace Porter, the
1Tnited States ambassador to France, who
promptly ecalled upon M. Delcasse, min-
ister of foreign affairs in the French
cabinet.  Gen. Porter made known his
mission, whereupon M. Delcasse showed
e most sympatkeiic spirit and stateq
that he had alreacy made ample answer
to just such a communication, although
at the time he had rot intended it as an
answer to the American note. This
answer, M. Delcasse explained, was given
In a spezch Made by him in November, in
the French chamber. The main pzint of
his specch in reference to Ch'na was that
I'rance desired the most ample freedom
of commerce. M. Delcasse referred Gen,
i‘orter 10 this speech, and told him that
it fully gave the assurarce which tha
United States desiied. 1t is caid that the
meeiing was gratifying on both sides, and
that the results were considered to be a
favorable acceptancz from France.

RUSSIA RATHER S1LOW.

The Russian negotiations have pro-
ceeded less briskly, so that it seemed for
a tlme that Russia’s attitude might not
be favorable. This was dissipated, how-
ever, by the Russian ambassador, Count
‘asgini, in the course of interviews with
Secretary Hay. On this occasion Count
Cassini pointed out that a hurried an-
swer was by ne means ithe best evidence
of a favorzhble attitude toward the Amer-
fcan proposition, but that Russia was
proceeding with due deliberation in order
to arrive at some solid ground for a
permanent understanding. The Russians
were desirous of weighing the many in-
cidental questions invoived—such as the
effect of the understanding on the ter-
ritory -known as “spheres of influence,”
as well as on the .territory actually
leased to the foreign powers, such as
Talien Wan, Kiao Chau and the British
and French ports. Besides giving these
assurances Count Cassini showed person-
ally the most friendiy spirit toward the
American proposition, as well as being
desirou.: of giving an answer in this case
which woula be another instance of the
friendly co-operation long observed be-
tween Russia and the United States.

The Russian position, it is understood,
is similar to those préceding it with the
same condition that -Russia alone shall
not be bound, but that all of the inter-
ested countries shall join in.the agree-
ment to keep the ports of China forever
open. ; :

rs,

In what order in negotiations’

the

Japan's favorable -attitude was made
known cannct be stated, but it suffices
that Japan made her positfon unmistaka.
ble in favor of the Amertean proposition
with the same reservatigh as in all the
other cases that unanimity should Dbe
reached. g

Although Italy is yef to. be heard from
definitely, no doubt is eatertained that
this country. also wiil be favorable, thus
making complete the s&tisfactory re-
sponses of all the great powers.

SENATOR VEST TO RETIRE.

Will Not Be n Candidate for Another
Term.

WASHINGTON, Deec.. 30— My pres-
ent term in the senate will end my pub-
lic career,” said Senator Vest, of Mis-
scuri, today. “I have wriiten a letter
to a friend of mine, &n editor in Ciay
county, In wkich I haye said tlit this

term will bring my . public life to a
close. In saying this, however, 1 am
simply 1epeating the statement made

to the Missouri legislature which last
elected me, that T would not be a candi-
date for re-election.”

Senator Vest's letter was brought out
by a request for his views on the best
method of electing senators, whether by
convention or through primaries. In
decliaringz in favor of the convention sys-
tem, on the ground that primaries had
resulted in party frietion, Senator Vest
took occasion to refer to hig own lack
of personal concern in the matter by
announcing that he would not be a can-
didate again. His term does not expire
until 1903, so that he has three years
yvet to serve. At the expiration of that
time he will have be&n in the senate
four terms, a total of twentv-four years.
He took his seat on the 18th of March,
1879, having been elected to fill the va-
cancy caused by the death of Senator

Bogy. :
ENGINES OF WAR.

e
Americen to Have Grg-te,t. Battlie~
ships in the Weorld.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 30.—Designs for
the greatest battleships ever projected
for the American navy were agreed upon
by the naval board of g¢enstruction to-

WOULD BE ABSURD

SO SAYS ATTORNEY GENERAL
GRIGGS OF PROPCSED SUIT

LZGAINST HA'LROCADS

HAVE  BiSKSN X5 STATUTE

RECLASMIFICATION CAXTOT
TAHEN AS AN (SPHACTION OF
ANPI-TIIUNY LA

131

RELIE¥ ROY I¥ THE COURTS

Ceneral Holds That

the

Atterney Ship-

poers Musi Tarua to Ianterxtate
Comminzion — Returus

Fhaat

Commerce

Traascript of Textineny to

Fody, Accecmpanied by an x-

hausxtive Suseming Up of the Caxe.

WASHINGTON,
General Griges teday relurtned to the iu-
terstate commerce comm the
seript of the evicence taken at a hearing
before the commission last week- in the
matter of the new freight classilication,
with a view to by the attorney
general ;under the mnti-trust law, if his
judgment warranted the same. The at-
torney general's letter follows:

“Department of Justice, Washington,
D. C.. Dec. 30, 1889 —The Interstate Com-
merce Commission—Gentlemen: I am in
receipt of your communication of the 28th
instant, and have given the matter such
careful consideration as the limited time
at my command has permitted.

“It appears that, on the 8th instant,
the interstate commerce commission or-
dered an inquiry with respect to certain
changes in freight classification, made by
‘official classification number 20," which is

Dec, h.—Atltoiney

sion tran-

action

Father Time—They Want Me to Try

NOT THIS YEAR.

That.

Guess I'll Stick to Wings.

day, after several months of discusslonl
over the important questions of battery,
armor, speed, coal capacity and displace-
ment. The three vessels—to be called the

i in fighting force any §:hlps now afloat,

Ceorgla, New Jersey and. Pennsylvania—
will equal in formidability the finest Hune-
of-battle ships yvet laid .down by any for-
eign power, and with the additional typi-
cal American improvements will surpass

— e —— e
BLANKET IKDICTMENT.
.‘ilchlgan Grand  Jury Finally

Reaches a Pinding.

LLANSING, Mich., Bec, 20.—The grand
jury returned cne indictment just before
1 o’clock today and &djourned till next
Tuesday. As in previous ceses, the nros-
ccutor moved that-thé contents be kept
secret until the party or partles named
therein are arvidigned, and the court so
ordered. It is. believed..th: document is
a blanket in character gnd covers three
or ‘more names:. " "5

MRS.

e

Monmg;oi\t DEAD.

Exonerated. Her Husbanr in Her
Ante-Mertem Statement.
NEW YORK, Dec: 3?’.——%[!‘5, Alfred

Morrison, the wife of the professor of
languages at Mount Vérnon. who was
shot by her husband éarly vesterday, died
from the effects of the wound today.
In her ante-mortem statement Mrs. Mor-
rison exonerated her husband. from
blame. She has arisen to care for her
sick child and her husband mistook her
for a burglar, firing the fatal shot.

_———

BACK TO BOSTON.

His Un-

Ex-Banker Cole Staris on
pleasant Journey.
LOS ANGELES, €Cal. Dec. 50.—Charles
H. Cole, the Boston banker, accused of
embezzling $300,0060 of the funds of the
Globe National bank, of that ¢ity, and ar-
rested here, started for " Boston tonight
in charge of United States Marshal Us-
borne. Cole’s wilfe and son wil! accom-
pany him. e o
= .‘.- 2 -
BOILER EXPLOSION.

Four Men Killed and Several Oth-
ers Injured.

ELIZABETHTOWN, P’a., Dec. 30.—Four
men were killed and sgveral injured by
a boiler explosion today.. They were em.
ploves of Keller & Cresson, railroad con-
tractors. The dea@ are: Donald Halde-
man, of Bainbridge; Wit: Sherbahn, of
West Donegal; Burt Harris (colored);

an Italian known as 'l-'pu)?.
Bl  —

=

Civil Service:
WASHINGTON
service commission, im
1o be issued next’ we 1
civil service laws are ng maore gen-!
erally conformed to}rl‘ ever before.. It:
shows that the removals of employes,
based upon its: statisties for this year,

civil
5 annual report,”
1 say that the:

of the whole numper the classificd’

+

formal

now a\'eraguﬁlizhxt* leg%fhan 2 per cent .

places.

to take effect Jan. 1, 1500. At the con-
clusion of the testimony taken at the
hearing on the 2Ist and 22nd instants, cere
tain protesting shippers sequested that a
transeript of the proceedings be trans-
mitted to the attorney general, claiming
that a violation of the anti-trust law had
been shown. Accordingly, you have
transmitted copies of ‘official classifica-
tions numbers 19 and 20, a copy of the
order for the hearing, a transcript of the

proceedings, and a copy of the resolution ! |
i ure to the benefit of the large shippers
but |
properly leave me to determine whether .
the facts show warrant for me in apply- |
ing for an injunction to restrain the oper- ;

You ex-
upon the matter,

and petition of certain shippers.
press no opinion

tion of the new classification on the
ground that i adopting it the railroad
companies violated the anti-trust law.
‘“The interstate commerze act went into
effect in 1857. To comp.y with i
companies operating in the same terri-
tory to simplify their freight classifica-
tion. Accordingly, at a convention of the
railroads, a committee was appointed to

‘prepare an official classification and sub-
{1 mit it to the companies for their adop-

tlon. This was done and aw official classi-
fication was adopted which was filed '

with the interstate commerce commission
and went into. effect April 1, 1887. Since
that time nineteen official classifications
have heen prepared, submitted to the rail-
road companies, adopted and filed,
CLASSIFICATIONS FILED.

“During the current vear two classifi-
cations were filed, No. 18 on Feb. 1, 1!
and No. 1¢ (now in force) on July 1, 189
Tt appears from the testimeny taken he-
fore vou that this official classification is
used substantially by the carriers operat-
ing in that part of the United States
north of the Ohlo and Potomace rivers
and east of the Mississippi river. There
is an oflicial classification commictee,
composed of some fourteen railroad offi-
cers from different sections. This com-
mittee meets on the call of its chairman,
or upon the request of three membe
At its meetings suggested changes are
considered, such changes as the cemmit-
iee, with substantial unanimity
mend, are noted by the chairman and in-
corporated into a new official classifica-
tion,which is then submitted to each
company for its individual action. Some
sixty railroad companies thus Independ-
ently pass upon the classification. They
signify their adoption to the chairman,
who, after the official classification has
thus been adopted, files It with the inter-
state ' commerce commission in compli-
ance with the law.

“The legality of the method of prepar-
irg, adopting and filing the official classi-
tication has never before been questioned,
ror, indeed, was it questioned in the
complaints, leading to your order of the
8th inst., whieh were that-the changes
made are ‘discriminating and wrongful,’
and will subject shippers-and shipments
in the territory affected to unreasonable
charges and unjust discrimination and
undue_prejudice, and disadvantage.” The
hearing ‘had to permit the carriers to
explain to the shippers the regsons for
the proposed changes with a view to an
amicable adjustment of the differences.
During the course of the testimony it
was repeated!y suggested that vour com-
mission had no powes to take official ac-
tien at:that time, but that after the
clasgification had. gone into effect
would be open to shippers to make a
compiaint invoking the
provided for unreasonable rates and un-
just diserimination by the interstate com-
merce law. During the coursa of the
hearing the shippers who were present
protesting against the changes requested
the carriers to posipone the time -for
the officiul classification to take effect

’

-

its pro- |
visions it was necessary for the railroad !
| ting the
I show the facis above detailed you say:
to !

i shown by a
| above stated.

recom- |
! freight is divided into
| these classes

it

remedy .
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Pro-Hoer Meeting.
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»

14—Books of the Hour,
Reconguest of Reggie.

IS=Husiness Announcement.
16—St. Paxwl Socisl News,
IT—Suburban Secial.

If—Kansas City Divorce Case.
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News of Lodge Rooms.
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22—Week at the Theaters.
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OCEAN LINERS,

NEW YORK—Arrived 8St. Louis, South-
ampton. Safled: Maasdam, Rotterdam;
Montealm, London.

QUEENSTOWN-—Arrived:

Eiruria, New
York for Liverpool.

HYKVRE—San'ed:’ La Champagie,: New |

ork.
ANTWERP — Sailed: New
York.
L]‘)JFi{RPOOL—Suﬂed: Lucania, New
fork.
GENOA—Arrived: Kalser Wilhelm 1I.,
New York, via Naples.

HAVRE—Arrived:
New York.

Aragonia,

TODAY IX ST. FAUL.
MF}'I;ROPOLT'.I‘_\N — “Humpty Dumpty,”
8:1 '

Ao,
GRAND—“A Day and a Night,"” 8:15.
Olyvmpic—Vaudeville, 2 and § p. m.
Palm Garden—Vaudeville, 2 and §p. m.
Arion Binging society anniversary, Mo-
zart hali, 8§ p. m.
Entertainment, Social Labor party, As-
sembly hali, § p. m.

for sixty days or ninety days. This re-
quest was refused, the carriers insisting
that the etfect of the changes could ¥
be determined by experience, and stating
they would be quite willing te consider
cemplaints and correct changes which
practical cperation sheculd prove to be
unjust, It was after this request for a
postponement had been refused that
some of the shippers presented to the
comnmission the resojution and petition
whicli you have traunsmitted.
EFFECT OF CHANQGES.

“That resolution cites that whereas the
changes made by the new official classi-
fication by increasing less than carload
rates over carlead rates will greatly in-

and to the detriment of the gmall ship-
pers; and whereas, a posiponement of
their operation has been refused, there-
fore, the shippers petition the commission
to lay the testimony before the attorney
general in order that he may take action

 under the anti-trust law to prevent the

official classification into
operation. > ;
“In your communication after transmit.

testimony and papers which

from going

‘These changes In classiflcation are
be made for the conceded purpose of in-
creasing t(he rates on the articles
vanced, and thereby increasing the rev.
enue derived by the carrier from
transportation of such articles. The num-
ber and variety of articles advanced is
list of the same annexed as

‘“ ‘The protesting  shippers assert that
increases in rates,
by these changes in classification, are
without justification and will resukt in ex-
cessive charges upon most, if not all of
the articles in question. They also allege
that hardship and injustice will further
result from the changes which will be
made in the relation of rates, especlally
from the increase in the- difference be-
tween carload and less than carload
charges.’

“It is apparent from the protests
originally filed, from the terms of your
order of the eighth instant, from the res-
olution and petition presented by the

| shippers and from your own communica-

| tion that it is the changes made and not
| the method of making them which is
| complained of. Under the classification

which has obtained for many years, all
six classes.
the railroad companies fix

graded rates. A change from a lower to

a higher class would increase the rate if !

the existing rates are maintained. It is
against the increcased rate thus produced
that the shippers. protest. hey
First—That the changes. will result in un-
reasonable rates.

the large shippers. Third—In charging
more for a short than a loang haul
Obviously these are matters for the con-

sideration of the Interstate commerce
cammission. A railroad company may |

raise its rates to an unreasonable point, |

it may discriminate among its shippers, it
may charge more for a short than a long
haul, but none of these acts, however
unjust and wrongful, amounts to a viola-
tion of the anti-irust laws.

NO CAUSE FOR ACTION.

“To authorize the aitorney general
to direct an injunctien proceeding
under this law it must be shown
there Is a ‘contract, coembination, * * ¢
or conspiraey in restraint of trade or
commerce among the several states,”

“fn the flrst place there is ne con-
tract, combination or conspiracy shown.
There is consultation by representative
railroad men Jin committee respecting
suggested changes in classification. Thera
is subsequent independent action by rail-
road companies in the adoption of the new
classification recommended by the com-
mittee. The testimony taken does not

Continued on Fifth Page.
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to the extent cffected |
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Second—In unjust dis--!
crimination against the small in favor of |

l Continued on

SEIZURE OF A SHIP

IT MAY CAUSE SERIOUS COMPLIe
CATIONS BETWEEN GERMANY
AND GREAT BRITAIN

HAMBURG  CITIZSXS  EXCiTED

OWNERS OF BUNDESRATH, THB
VESSEL TAKEN, ASK GOVIER ¥~
MENT TO INTERPERE

'INTENSE FEELING IS EVIDEKT

Hollanders and Germans ut Le

LI G | B
20 Marques Openly Denoance Ac-
tion of the Brltlih—('nmmnndor
of the Port of Durban Deelined
to Give Any Explanation of the
Action Taken by His Government.

LOURENZO MARQUES, Delagoa Bay,
Dec. 30.—The seizure of the German
Iast African liner Bundesrath by the
British cruiser Magicienne has caused a
tremendous sensation here, [t €=
pected that serious ecomplications will
follow, as the owners of the vessel as-
sert that there was no for the
selgure. The British authoritles are
silent, but the Bundaesrath is in custody
and will be taken before a prize court.

EXCITEMENT IN HAMBURG,

HAMBURG,

is

basis

Dec. 33.—The selzure of
the Bundesrath was referred to ut a
meeting of merchants held here today,

After a speech byAdoiph Wormann, presie
dent of the Hamburg Chamber of Coni-
merce, dealing with the great progress
of the German empire during the ciosing
century, Herr Eiffe, speaking in behalf
of the firms trading with South Africa,
asked whether the chamber was doing
all that was necessary ror the protection
0of German trade in that of
world. German commerce, he asserted,
had already suffersd- detriment through
the war in South Africa, and news came
of the selzure of a Gearman steamer by
a British warsh

Herr Wormann replied that the chanie
ber had already considered the Ques-
tion of representations, with a view of
taking action in the matter. My. Cham-
berlain had been informad, he sald. that
the steamship company owning the seized
vessel had telegraphed to Prinece Hoheén-
lohe, the imperial chancellor, asking for
government intervention, and it was de-
clared that nething whatever had been
done by the company which could in any
way be regarded as a breach of neutral-
ity.

part the

DIRECTORS INFORMED.

The directars of the German East Afri-
can line have received news of the arrest
of the fmperial mail steamer Bundesrath,
The commander of the port of Durban re-
i .fused an explanatior of the cduss
| selzure.

It is declared that there was no contra-
band of war on board, and when applica-
tion was mada tha German foreign
office the latter immaediately promised in-
terposition with ¢hz British governmernt.

BHI'I‘TSHv OFFICERS KILLED.
| PRETORIA,

of the

Friday, Dec. 29.-—Three
{ British prise from Malapo report that
Capts. - Vernon and San of ")
Baden-Powell's ataff, wa killea during

| the engagement in whi
Cecil ang

Lords

h Edward
Benthnick

‘ wWere
weunded. 2 £ sortie wie to

| capture Boer c: The loes of the

|'British was very se

! The “long Tom" Jured at Ladyemith

| has been repaired and is being réplaced.
The new contract reducirg the price of
dynamite institu raad in August
wasg registered i ‘enn the guve

| ernment and the

i PROBABLE BASIS

i LONDON, Dee. 30.—A represeniative of
the Associated Pre has jearncd that
there were three . German officers and
twenty tired Khak!, and in-
tending rs, on boardg the
Runde 1ins Ler capture.

Rega < rally on the esst
coast of Afr t ‘tish admiralty of-
ficlals say 1 ywerament de i.es
that all or 1 imate trade
conducted™by ¢ =S iculd suf-
fer as little restriction as ; ‘e

; SKIRMISHES FREQUENT.
LONDON, Deac. 21 » war office com-
cated about mldeight copies of the
messages exchanged between the qu<en

and the inhabitants of Kimberley,

izg that no further news Lad beea 1

ed uvp to that hour, and noti of fa-
portance has come from other souces
during the night. The syrties skirndshes
| reconmoisances and bombarimeats at va-
{ 1ious poinis where the Br. Wl Boers
| confront cach other, o far as ba
| Judged, have had no effect u en-
| eral situation at the seat of which
is practlcally the same as it L week
ago. Duri . 23 Laay-
smith and were in iull

communication, veposting al

well., While the s was in prog-
ress the Boers att 1 to mudde the
messages with e [ each ex-
tremity of thelr i I'n

naval brigade too e of the

sahe

portunity to : er  posit s,
which wers plainly revealel by thei ewn

1 ts. The naval battery resumcd ihe
<heliing ¢f :he Boer trencles on the m 'rn-
ing of Dec. 29, but theiir fire failed to
¢llcit any signs of life.

A dispatch from Cape Teown, datede
Wadnesday, Dec. 27, announced that an
armored train had restored comm:

tiore with Dordracht, where the Free 8
| flag had been hauled down, and that
Boers had been driven from the adl
hills to Stormbersz.

GREETINGS WITH KIMBERLEY.

The war offica issued a dispateh dated
Cape Town, Friday,. Dec. 23, evening,
saying that Col. Kekewich wired. through
the general commanding at Modder viver,
| Dec. 28, as follows
' “1 am desired by the mayor and coun-
cil to forward the following for trans-

tha

cent

mission through the proper chann
“¥To. Her Most Gracious Majesty, th

Queen: The inhabitants of Kimberle¥
Leg -to send your majesty New Year's
greetings. The trouble they !x:x}'o pass-
ed through and are stiil enduring only
tends to love and loyalty towarde your
majesty's throne and person.
X - ‘R, H. Hendron,
“ ‘On behatf of the inhabitants

The war office also i s the following,

addressed to the secretary of state for

Mayvor,

War: ) =
«“Pleasa send the following to Col. Keke-
| wich for communicatlon to the mayor
| and council from the gueen:
[« am deeply touched. by vour kind
| and loyal New Year's greetings. I watc
| with admiration your determination an

Eighth I'nge.




