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OHAGE OUTWITS THEM
\u25a0|VHIL,K THE COI'XCIL DILLY-DAL-

LIES HE PITS HIS PET SCHEME
IS EFFECT

HIS APPOINTMENT TO THE RAIL-
ROAD a\d wahehoisk commis-

sion OFFICIALLY \N\Ol\(i:i)

GOV. LIND WAS WARYPATRONAGE FOR A MINUTE

tt'he Health < oiuinis.Hloner to Cut Off
the Services of (.arlniKo Con.
trectorn Tonight and Put His Owa
Force to Work Tomorrow— Will
Make the Councilmen Sunllotv
Hia Finn Temporn rily at Least.

OiTV MASHER'S REPORT

conduits in St. Paul are not satisfac-
tory, so far as the usa of the long dis-
tance lines are concerned, and that per-
sons desiring to talk from points In Wis-
consin to points in Minnesota and the
Dakotaa are obliged to talk over the ln«i
in the Twin Cities. By reason of induc-
tion and electrical disturbances, over
which the company has no control, the
long distance lines are rendered of little
.service. In order to obviate this trouble
tht company desires to run a pole line
around the Twin Cities Instead of using
the Underground systems, and for this
reason desires to put up poles and str'ng
wires. The court is asked to enjoin the
city officials from intefering to prevent
the erection of the proposed long distance
lines of the company and the repaiilng

and replacing of poles "and other lines
need< >1 by tho publicinterest mid the rear
sonab!e extension of the badness of the
company.

He Wits Not Mhkl). but Sent the
ftletcalf Ihargfn to Heuneiiln
Connty for In% «si lKnIion by the
Grand Jury— Nlrholn Out of the
Hhcc for Snrveyor (irnral-Ko»-

--ing Xot Obi for CoiiKrenea.

January Clearing Sale.
25 to 4O Per Cent Off December Prices

on Entire Stock.
Credit, Without Interest, Given During This Sale lS?£s^i£% y
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BOOKS FOR THE! YEAR AXE
ILOSKD, AND SHOW FAVOR-

ABLE BALANCE

Reee"i>t« From All Sources Were

BU for IBM OilUIBl Fund Ke-
celptM Greater Than Laist Year.

City Treasurer Horst closed his books
for the year -yesterday and reports a
balance on hand of $572,139.90, which is
just $1,017 more than the city had for a
balance Jan. 1, 1899. The receipts from all
sources during the year amounted to
$3,953,340.03, as against $3,814,852 for 18&8.
The disbursements for IS9» aggregated
$3,952,293.0:1, as against $3,844,201.15 for ISSB.

The receipts to the general fund are
$22,000 greater than in 1898", the receipts to
special funds $41,000 and the receipts from
special assessments $75,000 greater than in
1898. r .'\u25a0

The recapitulation of receipts and dis-
bursements for the year follows:

Receipts—
Balance Jan. 1, 1899 $571,092 90
General fund \u25a0 375.549 21
Special funds 3,336,076 42
Special assessments .« 241,414 40

Total $4,524,432 93
Disbursements —

Pity orders $3,481, 3-"> 34
Water orders 803,847 0)
Park orders 64,880 80
Library orders ......;.... 36,928 27
Workhouse orders 22.072 47
Bank of Minnesota 17,984 65
Minnesota Savings bank 9.183 PI
Germanic bank ...." 13,03 59
Balance Dec. 30. 1599 572,139 90

Total 54,524,432 93

TO PRESERVE CIDER.

"Universal"' Ranges are justly popular.
C. F. Battles, 370 Jackson.

While the city council has been dilly-
dallying wlih the garbage bids. Health
Commissioner Ohage'a brain has not bo2n
Inactive. He has worked for the past
two months on a plan by which the h ilth
department would be given charge of
the collection, removal and disposition of
garbage for the coming year. He has
requested the council to set apart $2',c#J
fur the use of the department to cany out

rheme, which was on the principle
of starting a municipal garbage depart-
ment- Whi:«? a few of the councilm.n fa-
vored the plan, the majority were, for

n or another, opposed to It.
Sumo saw in the scheme a plot to m;k'^
the forty men who would be employe!
under the sole direction of the health
commissioner, "piHßgira" for the pres-
ent administration: Others favored tho
present contract system, and Dr. Ohage
Baw i.i.s plan of doing the work partly
turned down. Bids vv^re opened at the. :eting of the- board of aldermen.

mmittee on streets recommend-
ed that* the contracts for collecting and
removing the garbage be let to the low-
est bidder In each district. The aider-
men refused to adopt the report of the
committee and a dead lock ensued. 'ih>
t>ids were referred back to the committee
and again a report was adopted recom-
mending (he letting of the contracts to
the lowts* bidder in each of the eleven
\u25a0wards. This report will be taken up at
tha inciting of the board of aldermen

y night, and by the Assembly
Thursday night.

Tn tho Meantime Health Commissioner
[Ohage has determined that he wl'l ra.ik:
«. try at Satng the work under his plan.
The confrljLcts with the present ga<mge
contractors expires Dec. 31, tonight, at
jmldnight. Dr. Ohage holds that under
rtho charter the health commissioner la
<£iven power to abate nuisances, and he
has decided that he will, commencing

\u25a0 lay morning, put in operation bis
plan of having the garbage removed

•:• the supervision of the department
of which he fs the he-id. A meeting of
tho employes of the hoalth department
Will ba held this morning at the health
office, and at the same time a number
of men who have offered to do the work
pf. collating the garbage of the city
and furnish teams will also be present.
Th? contractors who are now doing ths
SgPfK Uayag b.on under the impression thkt

ijdcontinue at work until th? r.ev
fs" were executed. Dr. Ohage,

KBrcttKV^Y. has decided to notify the c n-
tMkctere that their sevlces will not be
r.££*tS»l after today, and that he will as.
eunio..' lunge of the work tomorrow morn-
ing.

Th-»hc'mj#" ?6f the health commissioner
tvilibs%a surprise to the members of th3
counsyi»~«nd it is possible that between
now r.nd the time when the council can
take Kctlon on the bids and the red lane
necessary to execute the contracts is gone
through with. Dr. Ohage may have dem-
onstrated that his plan is a practical suc-
cess. The sum of $25,000 was placel in
the tax budget for the garbage fund, an}

It is on this action that Dr. Ohage bases
his proposed expenditure. FREfIKS OF THE PfIRIS Ffllß-

i

! £g0 & gftj UNIQUE PROPOSALS MADETO THE DIRECTORS
I ?&2 5K^ PF'THS GREAT FRENCH EXPOSITION. $9 $

Snbnitrate of Bismuth and Citric
Aeld Will Keep It Sweet.

This year's large apple crop has made
cider abundant and cheap, and by rea-
son of processes discovered in recent
years cider made early fn the fall, when
apples are cheapest, remains palatable all
winter. The old mo&od of putting up
cider in a «ftr<srig tad seouffHy corked
bottle, along with three or four raisins
and a tablespoon!}^ pf sugar to a pint,
is still practiced in this country, 'and tho
result Is a delightful beverage with aij
the effervescence' of charnpagiie; but this
method of preserving cider is expensive
and troublesome. The French, have dis-
covered a cheaper method, and that is
to place in cider that is to bYpreserved
from hardening a small quantity of the
subnitrate of bismuth. It is found that
a partly consumed barrel of rapidly har-
dening cider may thus Ds preserved for
many months. The hardening process is
not altogether arrested, but goes on slow-
ly.

The French have also discovered a
method of preserving the bright trans-
parency of cider. Most elder when ex-
posed to the light becomes clouded and
brown. This change is due to the chemi-
cal action of tannin, and sometimes of
iron, contained in the cider. Save in ap-
pearance, the beverage is none the worse
for the change, and, indeed, a cider that-
quickly turns brown Is regarded as es-
pecially wholesome for some persons, be-
cause of its being rich In tannin: To pre-
serve the clear beauty of elder, however,
the French use citric acid In quantities
varying with the natural acidity of the
cider.

HISTORY OF YARDSTICK.

in half a day, finishing the ascent about
2 o'clock.

The downward Journey could be ac-
complished in an hour or less. Those
who were leisurely in their movements
and enjoyed climbing stairs might take
until 4 o'clock to reach the top. The3e
people could come down in two hours,
stopping to rest at each change of scen-
ery. Those who go upstairs two steps
at a time might get to the top by noon
and return in half an hour.

Actually as an exhibit such a structure
would be a wonderful thing, for it would
show Paris up as nothing else could ever
hope to do.

The ever-changing view as the climber
walked around the huge cigar would af-
ford a magnificent opportunity to study
all parts of the city from above. Toller*

The directors of the Piiri3 exposition
are divided dismay and amuis-
nient at the large number of freak ex-
hibits which' have H>een submitted to
them for use at the exposition.

Recently M; Piquart, the director gen-

You have heard of the giant umbrella
and of the float; also the Ferris wheel
and the Eiffel tower! These have some
scientific use and are valuable as In-
ventions, buf the" mere fact of their ac-
ceptance "has so stimulated the ingenuity
"of"lnventors from Yankeelario 1," from the
South and fro_m the West, thaj; they have
Hastened to tapis to offor their freak
ia&uf to the in the "hope* that
they might obtain a concession of space
in which to exhibit them.

ciers In the temperate regions of theV.estern world. . Here rises Granite peak,which, according to*Mr. Gannett, is theculminating point of Montana, 12,824 feethigh.
Among the glaciers found in thesemountains and recently described by

James P. Kimball is Grasshopper glacier
whlfh derives its name from the eSor-mous Quantity of grasshopper n.nilns
that are found on and in the glacier. Pe-
riodically the grasshoppers that thrive, in
the prairie to the north take their flight
southward and must needs cross the
mountains. Their favorite route seoms to
be across this wide- glacier, and in thepassage scores of them succumb to the
rigor of cold and wind, fall helpless upon
the snow and are finally ejjtembed in
the ice. In the course of time billions of
them have been the victims of this gla-
cier. They are of course carried by the
ice river-down into the Valley and de-
posited aJL t.hj3 meltLns edge .of the ice,
and Mr. Kimball stay 3that thousands of
tor.| of.grasshopper. remains ai\a the prin-
cipal matferfaLat the-

-
iowe/- edge of the

glacier.. We near Very "often'of rocks and
sand forming the terminal moraine of
glaciers, but here is a glacier whoso prin-
cipal morajnal material is grasshoppers.

These insect remains are' washed out of
tho Ice in furrows wherever the- sun's
heat has grooved the surface into runlets
of descending water. The grasshoppers
permeate the glacier from top to bottom.
No fragment of ice can be broken so
small as not to contain remains. Most of
the insects have been reduced to a coarse
powder, and the furrows of them washed
out by the runlets and naturally dis-
posed in parallel lines are very dark In
color.

Trouble It Took to Devise ana He-
place the StHixlurd.

Washington Star.
"People who handle the yardstick have

but little .idea of the years of study andexperiments that were necessary to se-
cure the standard yard measure," observ-
ed an official of the coast survey. "Bird,
a famous scientist, made the first stand-
ard yard, in 1760, but the English gov-
ernment did not legalize it until 1824. Ten
years afterward, when the house of parlia-
ment in London was destroyed by fire,
the standard yard was lost and England
was again without a standard yard of
length. Sheepshanks next made a stand-
ard yard measure, which the English gov-
ernment adopted, and so that itcould notagain be destroyed by fir©, four author-ized copies were made of it. One of thesewas deposited in the royal mint, another
in the royal society, another In the ob-servatory at Greenwich and the fourth
wis imbedded In the walls of the new
house of parliament. The standard yard
measures which are owned by the govern-
ment are copies of the original, one ofwhich is owned by the coast survey. The
United States naval observatory has one
also. The delicacy of its construction may
be gathered by the fact that a change of
temperature of one-hundredth of a de-gree Fahrenheit has been found to pro-
duce a sensible effect on the length of the
bar.

Expended the Past Yojir for
I'nbllc Is;»i>3-<»% {'ineiits.

Advance sheets of the annual report of
City Engineer Claussen show that $592.-
--402.47 has been expended In the past year

'
for public Improvements. Of this amount

'-$.$293,850-97 was under city contracts, for
vhich property owners were assessed, 1

er:&- $196,55L5Q is contracts for construc-
tion snd repair of bridges. About $33,000
Of the contracts let for bridges has been
completed, and the balance of the work
Is now In process of construction. The
Increase In the amount of city contract
work this year o.v,er 1898, exclusive of
bridges, Is $130,010.01.

During the year twenty-nine mlle3 of"
\u25a0wooden sidewalk was laid, at a cost of
J14.45T.3a, the total wooden walk In the
city being 307.5 miles. Cement walks, laid
Under city contract aggregated 4.55
miles, ;ind under private contract 8.06
miles. The cost of the walk laid under
city"contract was $15,013.50. The city now
has a total of 103.66 miles of permanent
stone and cement walks.

Pavements laid during the year aggre-
gated 3.38 miles, at a cost of $145,336.52.
Of the paving laid 1.84 miles was of brick,
at a cost of $65,817.87. Of sandstone, .71
miles, was laid, at a cost of $36,510.65, and
.S3 miles of asphalt was laid, at a cost
of $43,008. With the additional pavement
laid during the year, the city now has
forty-five miles of paved streets.

The sewers built In 1599 aggregated 10.03
miles, at a cost of $5t3.090, and the total
of sewers in the city is now 164 miles.

The cycle paths constructed during the
year were G. 4 miles, at an expense of$4,^70, and the total mileage of paths In
the city and vicinity la fifty-six miles.

The bou'.ovarding, curbing and improv-
ing of streets during the year cost $34,-
--849, there being 4.2-). miles boulevarded
and improved, making the total mileage
of streets so Improved in the city 10.06
miles.
It cost $12,210 to grade 2.81 miles of

B&peets during the year. During the
sprinkling season 129.2 miles of streets
Were sprinkled, at a cost of $50,923.19.

The bridge contracts let during theyear were as follows:
Sixth street bridge, complete, $14,777.83;

Raymond avenue bridge, structure com-
plete, $7,951.84; superstructure, $38,070.36;
Wabasha street bridge, temporary struc-
ture complete, $7,191.84; Wabasha streetBubstuu-ture, $49,915.10; Wabasha bridge
superstructure, $74,812.50; Westminster
street bridge, $4-,032.03; total, $198,551.50.

money to construct it. as the California
building of the Paris exposition.

"

A Kentucky genius 1$ responsible for a
whisky bottle bigger than any building:
in New York city, where they make a
specialty of skyscrapers. This -building:
is to be devoted to an exhibition cf the
manufactura of liquors of all kind3.
Every known method of distillery would
be shown here, and samples would bs
given away free.

The building would be lighted by win-
dows, which would also serve as ob-
servatories. A staircase would lead up-
ward info the top of the cork, and from
the top of tho cork would wave a tri-
umphant American flag.

New-YorJc state, which hap never laid
jelaiage to being .oversiudioua, is made re-
sponsible for a book building, in which
—the inventor suggested— all the proc-
esses of book iranufacture could be nico-
•ly *hdw*s, la*the. top.."windows," said
...he. Jn lbe_£jabjQrjaJ,fitJ©tter. which he sent

to Ihe directors, our men of letters could
compose their epics.

Here they could turn out their novels
and their poems. While the ink was yet
fresh these could be taken down to the
ground floor and set In type upon the
linotype machines. As soon as set up the
pages could bo electrotyped and finally
placed In the forms, turned off and
bound.

This would give the visitor an excellent
opportunity to see the making of a poem
from the inkstand to the book store.

'This," continued he, "would bo a line
opportunity for any pcet, and thousands
would bid for the upper windows."

Wisconsin sent plans for the jolllest
building that could ever be imagined In
a days journey. Just fancy a hog-shead,
not life size, but heroic size, so heroic
that it would be a good journey to walk
around it. Fancy a spigot set in a hogs-

head.
When you wish to ascend you take an

elevator which leads up the spigot. Then
you walk along a nice pathway, climb up
the stairs and emerge upon a handsome
veranda. Thus you find yourself upon the
hcop of the hogshead. Inside there are
fine walks and a beautiful cafe, where the
nourishing beer is dispensed. This is de-
signed to show the superic-rity of the
American beer over foreign- Native man-
ufacturers claim that they can excel the
imported beer, and the Wisconsin genius
submitted the hogshead in thsir inter.
ests. Of course, an American flag waves
from the top in the design.

These few freaks are by no means all
that have been submitted. But there is
a delightful quality about them which
makes them noteworthy out of the thous-
and which M. Plquart and his assistants
have turned down.

GRASSHOPPER GLACIER.

TRAIN OF THE CZAR.
Entirely of Russian <iiiiMnicdon,

and a Superb Affair.

London Standard.
The imperial train in which the czar

and czarina usually travel is wholly of
Russian workmanship, having been mads
in the Alexander works, at St. Peters-
burg-. It consists of eleven carriages,
painted blue and god. They are connect-
ed by corridors, and provided with every
luxury. Behind the luggage wagons
there are first, the kl'.cnen, containing a
splendid French stove and two large tlxed
samovars. Then comes the pantry, with
all Its appendages, to which is attached
a second-class carriage for the kitchen
servants. The dining room, a whole car-
riage, ia furnished with a large table in
the center, and small tables along the
sides, the walls being paneled with red
beechwood inset with huge mirrors. The
chairs are upholstered with brown Rus-
sian leather. Another carriage serves a3

the reception room, the walls being orna-
mented with stamped leather in beoch.
woou frames. The czarina's carriage Is
light blue, with padded walls, and con-
tains her majesty's writing table and an
enormous mirror, and is decorated with
beautiful creeping plants, of which. th«

Icy Tomb of Thousands of tlie Long-

Lefcgred Insect*.

Omaha Bee.
There are many remarkable glaciers in

that pert of the Rocky mountain uplift

A Xew I'rcceMs for Compressing Food
for Use of Animal*.

New York Sun.
Tho Georgia and Argentina mules

which are doing war duty In South Af-
rica with the British army, will be sur-
prised when they sea the new style ofbaled hay which will be served up to
them as soon as the steamship Susque-
hanna gets to Cape Town. Three hun-
dred tons were sent on the Susquehanna
recently, and it Is the first shipment of
about 4,500 tons, ordered by the Britishwar department. The baling of the hay
is being done at the Atlantio dock in
Brooklyn, where six new machines, ownedby the Planters' Compress Company ofBoston, are being used. The machine was
invented by a man named Lowry. Thehay 1b put up in bales cylindrical in form,
about the size and shape of the old-fash-
ioned nail keg, or eighteen inches high,
and of the same diameter. When baled
in this shape the hay is as hard as a
board. The bale weighs about 145 pounds.

What will surprise Mr. Mule will be
the way the hay is "handed out." It
will be in pancake form. The hay pan-
cakes or layers which make up tho bale
are about three-fourths of an Inch thick,
and as soon as the mule takes a bite
of the pancake he will be kept che-wing
so constantly that he will forget all about
the bullets.

The nineteenth century "sees no morepopular hotel in the Northwest than the
famous Hotel Metropolitan, whose rarge
patronage and great favor comes from
the superior accommodations, either Eu-ropean or American plan.

TO TEST ITS RIGHTS.

'Worth west em Telephone Company
Dcgins Action Against the City.

Papers in a suit brought against the
city by the Northwcstorn Telephone com-
pany were Hied with the legal depart-
ment yesterday. The complaint sets up
that the company desires to put up polos
and wires for its long distance system
In the city, and has been denied the priv-
ilege. On Nov. 25, 1399, the complaint
alleges that application was made to CityEngineer Clausaen to construct pole !ln«aon various streets. The engineer refu-cd
to grant the. application, and then th» re-quest wa3 made to the council. Thatbody also refused to grant the permis-
sion asked, and when the company pent
out a force of men to put up the poles
and wires. The police Interfered and st d-ped the work.

The company sets up that Itis engaged
In the business of transmitting telephone
messages from points in North Dakota.South Dakota, Minnesota and Wisconsin'
and that it has invested in its business
InSt. Paul $500,000. That its busine^ Ua public necessity, and that as commoncarriers they are possessed of rights of
eminent domain. Reference ia then made
to an ordinance passed by the council ofSt. Paul in June, 18S0, under which thecompany was given .the right to eicct
polos and wires for tho oarrying on of
its business on streets after application
to use the same had been granted by the
city engineer. In February, 1890, an or-
dinance was also passea giving the com-
pany the right to lay conduits on streets
such as the council might designate for
the purpose of oarrying on its business.The claim Is made that the undPTitround The most satisfactory range, the Uni-

versal. C. P. Battles, 870 Jackson.

Cripple Creek Gold Output.

COLORADO SPRINGS. Col.. Dec. SO.—
The Gazette gives the production of- gold
from the Cripple Creek district for thepresent year as 422,850 tons of ore, with abullion value of $19,743,100. The output
for the month of December surpassed allprevious records, and added $2, 010,213 Ingold to the world's wealth.

czarina Is particularly fond. The czar's
apartments consist of two rooms, his
study and a dressing room. The study la
fitted with brown Russian leather, and
the study table is ornamented with fine
bronzes. The next two carriage are re-
bronzea. The next two carriages are re-
connected by telephone.

The formal announcement yesterday
that T. J. Knox, of Jackson, would be
appointed to succeed Ira B. Mills on the
state board of railroad and warehouse
commissioners, while It will not be In
the nature of news 10 the employes of
the grain Inspection department, will, no
doubt, be a source of some anxiety to
a large number of hangers-on in that de-
partment, who will view with alarm this
severance of the last tangible tie that
binds them to the powers above.

Mr. Knox Is a silver Republican, but
ha has nothing in sympathy with the
kind of Republicans who, when they lose
their official positions, besiege their suc-
cessors in switch shanties and belabor
them for, presumably, being on the win-
ning sid«. •

\u2666
•

Gov. Lind's action in the Metcalf affair
yesterday was, no doubt, a considerable
surprise to many Republicans, some of
whom at least expected him to seize with
avidity any chance to chop the head off
the head of a Republican officeholder.
But not the governor. The fact is that
if there really is political animus 'behind
the charges, as might be suspected from
the interest Republican adversaries of
Metcalf are displaying, the governor will
not be entrapped. The law which gives
him the power to remove a county offi-
cial for cause carries with it a qualify-
ing clause to the effect that ihe removal
must be only after the accused official
has been Riven an opportunity to be
heard in his own behalf, and the law
further provides that a commission shall
be appointed to take such testimony as
necessary to establish the truth of the
charges. The governor calls the atten-
tion of Metcalfs accusers to the' ap-
proaching session of the grand jury and
admonishes them that the misfeasance
charged is peculiarly, Ifit can be proved,
ot a criminal, sort, and can the more
readily be reached by the courts. There
are imaginable certain kinds of mis-
feasance, such as continuous neglect of
official duties, which could only be effec-tively reached by the governor, but thia
is .not one of these cases, at least not
until it has been shown that the county
attorney of Hennepin county is, for any
reason, unable to, or not disposed to, pre-
sent the matter to the grand jury.

Whether there is any connection be-
tween the charges and the political' exi-
gencies of the Minneapolis Republican
leaders i)r not, the fact remains that
Metcalf has directly antagonized a num-
ber of influential politicians of that city
until they are really embittered against
him. The county commissioners in Hen-
nepin may have wanted to elect his suc-
cessor after getting the governor to act
as a "cat's-paw," but the parties behind
the charges would seem to have an effi-
cient and a reasonably prompt way of
getting the matter shown up, at least, in
court.

That M-etcalf will have hard sledding
in getting a renominatiun for fiis present
position would seem to be a warrantable
prophecy, in view of recent events. Frank
Peterson, David Gorham and half a
dozen other young fellows would be glad
to declare themselves in with the regis-
try of deeds, not to mention the fact that
S. B. Lovejoy, and even Steve's oldfriend, "Cncle" Loren, have shafts in
their shoes which would delicately pierce
the official armor of Metcalf, if, per-
chance, opportunity offered.

\u2666 * *
That Monroe Nichols, of Duluth, will

not be the United States surveyor gen-
eral seems to be established beyond a
doubt. Vandiver and Zelch are both
said to be through, too, as far as any
one can iearn, and who the Alexandria
senator has up his sleeve for the placa
remains to be seen.'• • »

They are atill trying to smoke L. ~aT
Rosing into the congressional race in tho
Third district. He denied yesterday that
he is or wculd be a candidate. < •• * *

Now that Henry Feig Is out of the
fight for representative, having moved
to Chippewa county, there is likely t»
be a scramble before the convention for
the nomination. Of course there was a
scramble last time, but thi3 will be a
different kind of a one.— Willmar Argu«.

» * *
Auditor Dunn's paper, the Princeton

Union, says ft will support either Van
Sant or Clapp loyally/ although it did
believe Collins the strongest man.* \u2666 *

For secretary of state there are indi-
cations of a lively scrap for the nom-
ination. Sam Langum, of the First dis-
trict, Is an active candidate, but if Van
Sant is nominated for governor it will
injure his prospects. J. T. Lomen, of
the Seventh district, and at present as-
sistant secretary of state, ts a candidate
with a large following. As stated here-
tofore in these columns, If Hennepin
county could unite on a good Swedish-
American for that position he would
stand an excellent show of winning out.
—Elk River Star-News.— Editor Dare is
evidently posted as to the trouble Israel
Bergstrom has been having in trying to
unify Hennepin county._ • • •

The talk of a Democrat for superin-
tendent of the reformatory at St. Cloud
does not ring merrily in the ears of Col.
Clarke Chambers. Did Clarke think that
he would get it or was he looking to suc-
ceed Whittler when the latter was pro*
moted to the superintendency? The St.
Cloud Journal-Press says:

A certain proportion of the board's
membership wants F. A. Whittler. state
prison agent, while a major portion

—
as

the board is now constituted
—

is anti-
Whittier. The fight has now resolved it-
self into a contest of strength between
Houlton and Whittier. Bystanders may
be allowed to wager small sums upon
the result. This paper will tip itoff that
Whittier is the farvorite. With the com-
ing of Jan. 9 the fight will end. The
board will upon that date declare for
Houlton or Whittier, unless in the mean-
while a dark horse shall have been
elected. There is a well-defined rumor in
circulation that, realizing- the desperate
nature, of the fight, the superintendent's
friends have within a day or two taken
a new tack. A Democrat ia governor;
why not a Democrat for superintendent
of the reformatory? argue they to Demo-
crats. Why this man Whittier, a relic of
Clough's administration of Minnesota
politics? they ask. Why not elect a Dem-
ocrat of standing to one of the best
offices within the gift of the state?

Judge Keith goes by the board on Jan.
1, and Judge Moer, of Duluth, has been
mentioned as a probable successor to
him. It Is reported that Moer doesn't
want the place, but, as he Is a great
fighter, it is probable that he will be
forced into the honorary berth. He Is a
great Lind Democrat, and If the governor
wants Whittier installed in the place now
held by Houlton, it is beyond peradven-
ture that Whittler will get Moer's vote.
The only hops that Houlton can have is
that Whittier may be defeated. His own
scalp is as good as gone. But if a good
man can be brought out for the place,
sufficient votes might be attracted to him
from both factions of the board. This is
the significance of the most recent devel-
opment of the contest which the politi-
cians of the state have been watching for
the past few months. "But it must be
done before Jan. 9. Mr. Houlton must
resign and his successor be chosen before
that new board gets into the game. There
is only one contingency that otherwisecan defeat Whittier, and that is the po-
sition to be assumed by Secretary Gris-
wold of the board. Both sides claim
him on a final vote. His position is not
definitely known. But by those who arebest informed and closest to the gentle-
man from Fillmore "county it is prettythoroughly understood that he will vote
for Wiiiitier in preference to Houlton.

eral, announced that all freak exhibits
were now in, and that he would not ac-
cept any mori

The French pfress went on to say that
none of these were freaks pure and sim-
ple, but that all had a direct bearing
upon _improvement, scientific and me-
chanical. "The Ferris wheel," said they,
'has a mechanical value; so also had
the sliding sidewalk at the World's
fair."

But the would-be freak exhibitors, lit-
tle daunted on being refused, have gone
outside the grounds, and have in many
cases obtained space upon which to erect
their monstrosities. These, though out-
side the walls, directly overlook the
grounds and give a perfect view of both
sides of the Seine, on which the exposi-
tion is laid out,

A very remarkable construction which
was submitted to the management about
six weeks ago was that of a cigar which
was to be built of steel and covered with
a wooden casing.

Outside it was to have a coating of
brown stucco so applied as to look like
a pure Havana wrapper. The cigar,
when completed, would stand 700 feet
high and would taper at each end. From
the top an American flag would wave.

The projectors, a Florida company, In-
sisted that the Idea had a great meohanl-
cal significance, but M. Piquart and his
friends did not think so.

The mechanical excellence In the de-
sign consisted of a spiral staircase which
wound around the cigar to the very top.

The staircase, which had no landing:?,
but consisted of..steps rising slowly but
surely one after the other, made five
revolutions a^eujnd the cigar, finally ar-
riving at a vvery comfortable resting
place at the .-very top of the structure.

Those who, haye climbed Bunker Hill
monument wj^l have some idea of the
Journey upward^ The projectors declared
that they did/ not expect any one to
make the fuJJ trip, but that a healthful
man or woman could make the Journey

could journey as they do up the Alps,
half way and then return. Itwould be
by no means obligatory to ascend "the
Matterhorn," 'as the last revolution at
the very top was called In- the plain.

The famous Alexandre bridge, the cor-
ner stone of which was laid by the czar \u25a0

two years ago, aroused jealousy in the
mind of a Massachusetts Inventor, a man
who has secured many patents. On read-
Ing the many accounts of the Pont Alex-
andre bridge, he determined to originate
a pont which would bring the Alexandra
bridge to the blush.

He drew and he drew, and when his
plans were completed he submitted them
to a committee, and the committee
straightway sent them over to the Parla
exposition. The Massachusetts plan
showed a bridge in the shape of a silk
hat.

The one brim of the tile rested upon
one side of the river;"the other brim rest-
ed upon the opposite shore. This gave a
beautiful arch which was the delight of
the constructor.

The roadways were exquisitely provided
for by the natural shape of the bridge.
On driving over all teams would keep to
the right and would drive along the
sides of the brim going and coming.

There is a band around every silk hat,
and this band was utilized in the plan
as a bicycle track. Bicyclists were raised
by an interior elevator and were then let
loose to pedal across. The top, the plans
explained, was not now occupied, but
could be made into a magnificent ob-
servatory.

A strawberry shortcake was the inven-
tion of a California man, who saw in his
mind's eye this trophy resting upon the
Seine, its lower layer built like a float
and so constructed as to sustain the up-
per part.

Giant strawberries fresh from Pasa-
dena would contain the waiting rooms
and the cafes, the parlors and the libra-
ries. "Ifthis building," wrote he, "could
be submitted to the people of Callofornla
they would undoubtedly donate enough

that crosses the southern border of Mon-
tana. A part of this region has hitherto
been unmapped, and Us more elevated
portions were unvislted and unnamed
until last summer, when a geographical
party piloted the way up the mountains
and discovered some of the largest gla-
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